THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE JOINT APPROPRIATIONS
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES
February 17, 1981

The meeting was called to order at 8:10 a.m. by CHAIRMAN STOBIE
on Tuesday, February 17, 1981, in Room 431 of the State Capitol
Building.

Roll call was taken and all committee members were present.

DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS

Information and Education Officers

The committee wanted to know if the information officer job
could work well with enforcement duties. JIM FLYNN, Director
of the Department of Fish, Wildiife, and Parks, said the issue
would be which duties of the information officer should be cut
back so they could do both types of jobs.

HARLEY YEAGER gave a brief overview of his experience as an
information officer. He felt the department needs information
officers mostly because of complaints from the public. They
need to meet with the public on a daily basis so the public
understands the department and what it does. They cover such
things as why the license prices are being raised. As to
transferring information division into the enforcement area,
these officers are already ex-officio wardens. MR. YEAGER did
not think it necessary to transfer that division into the
enforcement area. He felt the main reason the system does

not work well is the lack of leadership. A reduction in the travel
funds will make the officers decide between their own jobs and
the duties as an ex-officio warden. He felt it could be a good
program if it had strong leadership. He suggested leaving the
division structure as it is now and implementing a good ex-
officio training program for both those who have been and those
who are now in the program.

SENATOR SMITH asked where Mr. Yeager received the information to
use to explain the licensing increases. Mr. Yeayger said the
information came from a formula using their own figures.

Senator Smith asked who acquired the information. Mr. Yeager
said the staff prepared a slide series and received information
from all of the different divisions.

SENATOR BOYLAN felt the information people should be selling the
fish and game program instead of license fees. Mr. Yeager
replied that the groups are asking for that specific information.
His department tries to do both what the groups ask for and sell
the program in general.

SENATOR SMITH said this committee was trying to eliminate the
position of information officer by breaking down the barriers
between the divisions. He felt people should do more than one job.
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MR. YEAGER asked how they should respond to groups that ask
for specific information. REPRESENTATIVE STOBIE said there
should be other people involved in the gathering and giving
of information. Mr. Yeager said all of the people are in-
volved; for example, in schools.

MR. YEAGER said he understood that the committee wanted to
extablish the conservation officer program with all people
working equally in enforcement as well as in their field of
expertise.

REPRESENTATIVE STOBIE said he felt the department is top
heavy with management and that the idea is to put some of

the wardens and biologists together with one department head.
This would include captains and sergeants spending more time
in the field. He felt it would bring the people more closely
together. They also should be given a clothing allowance so
they are visible. No one knows who they are or if they work
for the department.

SENATOR BOYLAN said the idea is that the ex-officio game wardens
will be used at peak seasons and when the need is there.

MR. YEAGER said the department needs to visit with ranchers or
someone while out in the field. These people like to hear from
the department. At a large meeting, you can meet with huge
numbers of people at once.

MR. FLYNN said the presentation used is the same one given to
the House committee and will go to the Senate. It is a duty
of the department to respond to groups requesting that informa-
tion.

REPRESENTATIVE STOBIE said the committee is going to review the
conservation officer concept and try to implement it. They should
be able to allow the department the flexibility to work out the

program.

REPRESENTATIVE STOBIE asked if Mr. Flynn felt it is possible

to use the information officers when the increase game wardens
are necessary. Mr. Flynn said if you transfer the people from
one body to another, then you imply you are not going to have the
information people. The information people are spending at least
40 hours a week on information. If you want them doing enforce-
ment, then they will have to drop some of the current activities
in the information area.

SENATOR SMITH said funds were appropriated to hire more game wardens
and related expenses. Mr. Flynn said he would like to tell the
committee that the department will go along with what is mandated
but it is hard to tell what expenses will be. They will keep the
communications lines open.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Professional and Occupational Licensing (POL)

GARY BUCHANAN used EXHIBIT A to show that there are 30 depart-
ments attached to this new department, each with independent
funding.

GARY BUCHANAN explained that each division gets an appropria-
tion. Rather than appropriate to each division, he would like
to see a bottom line appropriation which would allow them to
move the dollars within the department.

BOB ROBINSON, Office of the Legislative Fiscal Analyst, said the
LFA would have a problem with the bottom line type of appropria-
tion. The committee could put in language that would give them
flexibility. Mr. Buchanan said the language does give flexibility
plus accountability to the legislature.

CAROLYN DOERING, Office of Budget and Program Planning, said
they would agree with that concept.

BRIAN MCCULLOUGH explained the Administration Support Function.
See EXHIBIT B. Some of the functions are still necessary to
support the POL. There is an administrator, an assistant, one
secretary, and two attorneys. They added one more attorney who
is currently half-time. They requested an additional half-time
to make one full-time attorney. The second attorney is used
for additional work by the POL. (See EXHIBIT C)

The difference in operating expenses of $12,000 is for an audit
fee. Communications are high because the phone system for all is
charged to support.

MR. ROBINSON asked, if this is the support program for one division,
what is centralized services providing for this division, Mr.
McCullough said centralized services will provide all of the

E.E.O programs and information, payroll, purchasing, and data
processing. Each support function is what is unique for that
department.

ED CARNEY, Director of POL, explained how the agency came into
being and the fact that there are 30 boards attached to it to

give them the status of a department. The boards are attached for
administration purposes only and retain their own autonomy. They
do not have the ability to hire personnel. POL is the smallest
agency in the state government. There are 146 people serving on
these different boards. They have the full authority to grant

or take away licenses.



THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE JOINT APPROPRIATIONS Page 4
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES
February 17, 1981

MR. CARNEY then discussed each of the 30 budgets. ((EXHIBIT D)

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURE - The budgets are basically in agreement.
MS. DOERING explained that 10% contingency funds have been
added to help stop small budget amendments at the end of the
fiscal year.

There are no problems with the BOARD OF ATHLETICS, BARBERS,
CHIROPRACTORS, COSMETOLOGISTS and DENTISTS. The ELECTRICAL
BOARD will be using additional funding because of the Colstrip
activities. HEARING AID DISPENSERS have been told that the
legal services will no longer be provided by the attorney
general. THE BOARD OF HORSE RACING has been told that the
state veterinarian will be paid by the board rather than by
county fair boards. REPRESENTATIVE MANUEL asked how this is
to be financed. MR. CARNEY explained that 1% of the pari-
mutuel betting is paid to the board. Also unclaimed winning
ticket proceeds will go to the board.

REPRESENTATIVE STOBIE asked Dalen Mallum, a representative of
the board, to explain what the reason is for the veterinarians.
MR. MALLUM said that Montana is the only state that does not
hire a state vet and that it works well kecause it takes the
pressure off the local veterinarian. The state vet would not
have a conflict of interest.

The MESSAGE THERAPISTS and MEDICAL DOCTORS BOARDS are about in
line as far as budgets go. The BOARDS OF MORTICIANS, NURSING,
NURSING HOME ADMINISTRATORS, OPTOMETRISTS are doing fine. The
OSTEOPATHIC PHYSICIANS will be joining the medical examiners.
The PHARMICISTS' budget is in agreement. The PLUMBERS want to
purchase a trailer to transport the equipment that they need
to move around. PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS AND LAND SURVEYORS is
in line but the PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS' budget has a modification
of about $58,000. This will provide one FTE at a grade 12.

The BOARD OF REAL ESTATE plans to hire a trust account auditor.
The auditor did a spot check and it proved effective.

The BOARDS OF VETERINARIANS, WATER WELL CONTRACTORS and PSYCHOLO-
GISTS are all in accord with the budgets. The BOARD OF SANI-
TARIANS are due to be sunsetted but have a bill in to be re-
instated.

PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS, SPEECH PATHOLOGISTS
and AUDIOLOGISTS, and RADIOLOGY TECHNOLOGISTS are in accord.
PODIATRY has moved into the medical examiners but wants to be
re-established. PHYSICAL THERAPISTS are in agreement.

MR. ROBINSON said the LFA would accept the Executive budgets
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but not the contingency trust funds. The boards have not
needed that flexibility in the past and he felt the budgets
were sufficient to get them by. The budget amendment process
is available if needed. MS. DOERING said the slush fund would
stop some of the small budget amendments.

REPRESENTATIVE COZZENS MOVED that the committee eliminate the
request for fiscal 1982 and 1983 agency trust category for all
agencies. The MOTION PASSED unanimously.

REPRESENTATIVE MANUEL MOVED to approve the budgets at a current
level and accept the Executive recommendation for all 30 boards
for fiscal years 1982 and 1983 without agency trustee funds.
The MOTION PASSED unanimously.

MS. DOERING said that an administrator is necessary to oversee
the 30 boards. It is a unique department.

MR. ROBINSON said there is a staff of attorneys in centralized
services. REPRESENTATIVE MANUEL said they could still contract
for an attorney without the committee putting in an FTE. MS.
DOERING agreed and said the attorney would be utilized by other
areas in the Department of Commerce. She said the 1.5 FTE was
eliminated out of the administrative support budget and put into
centralized services.

REPRESENTATIVE COZZENS asked if there is money in the budgets to
hire private people. The answer was yes.

REPRESENTATIVE COZZENS MOVED that the committee accept the posi-
tions of administrator, administrative officer, secretary, and
one attorney in fiscal year 1982 and 1983 in the administration
section of POL. The MOTION PASSED unanimously.

REPRESENTATIVE MANUEL MOVED the committee accept the operating
expenses as recommended by the Executive budget and that the
audit fee of $12,000 be included but line itemed. The MOTION
PASSED unanimously.

REPRESENTATIVE HEMSTAD MOVED that the committee accept $2,239 for
fiscal year 1982 and 1983 for miscellaneous equipment. The MOTION

PASSED unanimously.

The me 1ng was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

AT

CHRIS STOBIE, CHAIRMAN

lmw
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Professional & Occupational Licensing

Administrative Support

Personal Services: FY 82 FY 83
Administrator 34,000 34,000
Administrative Officer 14/6 18,548 18,548
Secretary 8/2 10,269 10,262
Attorney (2) 15/2,17/2 40,717 40,717

103,534 103,534

Benefits 20,396 20,396

Total Personal Services 123,930 123,930

Operating Expenses

Contracted Services 16,720 5,044
Supplies & Material . 2,098 2,356
Communications 6,996 7,000
Travel 100 100
Rent 28,141 31,128
Utilities 1,434 1,577
R&M 700 810
Other Expenses 134 149
Total Operating Expenses 56,323 . 48,155
Equipment 2,239 2,239

Total Program 182,492 -124;323
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Professional & Occupational Licensing

Administrative Support

Personal Services:

Administrator
Administrative Officer 14/6
Secretary 8/2

Attorney (2) 15/2,17/2
Benefits

Total Personal Services

Operating Expenses
Contracted Services
Supplies & Material
Communications
Travel
Rent
UtiTities
R&M

Other Expenses

Total Operating Expenses
Equipment

Total Program

FYy 82

34,000
18,548
10,269
40,717
103,534
20,396

123,930

16,720
2,098
6,996

100

28,141

1,434
700
134

56,323

2,239

FY 83

34,000
18,548
40,717

103,534
20,396

123,930

5,044
2,356
7,000
100
31,128
1,577
810





