MINUTES OF THL MEETING O THL J01100 APPROVILIATIC
SUBRCOXMITTED (X0 IEDUCATIC:
vanuary 21, 1¢C

“ne moriculturas bxperiment Station meetinc ol the Jolnt Al-
prcpr.ation Supcommittee on Laucation was callea to oracr
at g:05 a.m. by CHAIRMAN DONALDSON in Room 104, Capitol Buildin<,

Helena, Montanc.

Roll call was taken, members present were Rep. Donaldson, Rep.
Thoft, and Rep. Bengtson. All Senators were absent as excusecd

and did return to the meeting at 9 a.m.

Those who gave testimony are as follows:
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AUDREY ROTE for the Big Sandv Station; Senator Larry Tvelt
the Sidney Station; Rep. Glenn Roush for the Conrad Statio:n:
£. John Ryan for the Miles City Station; Russ Ritter, Directcr
for the Montana Chamber of Commerce; Mack Quinn, President for
the Farm Bureau; Linda Nelson, WIFE (Women Involved in Farrm
Eccnomics) and CARE (Citizencs for Acricultural Research and
Extension); Ray Beck, Montana Association for Conservation
Districts; Rick Rominger, -Farmer in Chouteau Countv; Robert
Jorgenson, Agricultural Advisory Council member for the Huntlev
Station; Forest Farris, Master of Montana State Grange; Joe Harni’,
Sprinkler Irrigator Society of Montana; Howard Lyman, Secretar:-
Treasurer for the Montana Association of Farmers Elected Com-
mitteemen; Donna Foranfeist, member of WIFE AND CARE group;

Bill Strain, Chairman for the Agricultural Experiment Advisor:
Board for Corvallis and Creston Stations; Clyde Peterson,

Farmer for Kalispell Station; Ken Schellinger, Farmer; Bruce
Benson, Farmer from Missoula; Bud Jones, Farmer from Petroleu
anc Musselshel: County; James Shipstad, Farmer from Scobey;
Larry Jdohnson, Farmer from Kremlin; Sig Millan, Farmer from
Havre; Ross Fitzgerald, Farmer from Power; Frank Lock, Farmer
from Dutton; Gordon McGowan, Farmer from Highwood; and Jack
iman, Rancher 1n Ravalli County, Past Master for Montana Statc
Granygc. (See attached testimony anc witness sheets, .
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THE BUDGET OFFICE gave a handout (EXHIBIT A) with their recommend-
ation.

DIx. BILL TIETZ, President of Montana State Universitv gave a
general explanation of the Agricultural Experiment Station.

D~. JEMES WELSZ, Director of the Montana Agricultural Experi-
ment Statlion cdiscussed the handout (EXHIBIT B). He explainec
the locations anda system for the Main Station, Research Centers,

anc Cooperatlng Stations. Tne totzl lanc¢ the Station owns 1s
£.,0°00 zores, D-oludine 25,000 acrot in the Miles City Staticr.
Lol LIl ZO. SARRIES A OB R (I, _rricuoon: ({Z, 4rc lano;

(2, ranges; oo © 4, CrcLc. Loz tCtio livestock inventory to Lt
is &bout 7,200 nead which includes cattle, sheep and swine. To<
ooy 7alue of the eguipment is $3,500,000 This includes ap-
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» proximately 120 vehicles and 70 tractors. He stated that the sci-
entists tend to work as teams of people, on any particular problem
requiring inter-disciplinary efforts for solution.

]

CHAIRMAN DONALDSON asked if the federal moneys go to the range
station.

* DR. JAMES WELSH replied that the federal moneys do not come into

the station at all. The Montana Agricultural Station owns all

the cattle inventory. Money is transferred back into the Miles

= City station to pay for support staff. He continued to explain
the Agricultural Experiment Station's budget request (EXHIBIT C).
The Miles City Station is included in the budget request. He

w €xplained that they used the 1976 expenditure level of operation
as a base point and moved that program forward to the present time
to bring the station to what they consider to be a reasonable

« OPerating function.

He continued to explain that they were not taking the programs
as such but are taking that level of expenditures to go by as

"™ a base. There are employees who are hired partially by the >
station and partially by the university. The motive of the
Montana Agricultural Experiment Station is to develop information

wwe 1Ch can benefit the people of Montana. As technology or new
information is developed, the extension service provides the
vehicle to distribute the information to the people of the state;

« Who can use it.

o

DR. JAMES WELSH also explained how research projects are selected,
carried out, and terminated. First projects are subjected to a

"™ review system by scientists. They determine factors such as ,
whether the project is relevant to existing programs and to A
needs of the state. After they are reviewed they are then either

» cxtended or terminated. A project can take from three to five
years to complete. The Personal Services have no faculty added.
The 100.4 faculty FTE's are held constant. He discussed the dif-
ference between the Board of Regent's recommendation, the Legis-
lative Fiscal Analyst's recommendation and the Budget Office's
recommendation. “

= DR. BILL TIETZ stated that the request for salaries for fiscal
year 1982 1is currently level at 12% and for fiscal year 1983
is currently level at 11%. They are requesting an additional 38
% Support Staff members. He also commented that in order for
Personal Services to be delivered in a quality manner they must
have the money needed.

" DR. WELSH explained a case study which was done in Kalispell,

sntana, (EXHIBIT D) and another handout (EXHIBIT E) which
¥ .sted the results of projects. There are a total of 135
w brojects. Testimonies were given at this time.

Meeting recessed at 11:10 a.m.
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The Agricultural Experiment Station meeting reconvened at
3:10 p.m.

CURT NICHOLS, Fiscal Analyst reported on the dollar factor for
the salary increase per year is $202,000 to bring the Agri-
cultural people up to the Unversity level. This is a 10%
increase in salaries. Their request is for 12% and 11% after
the catch up is applied. The faculty are on contracts. The
Hatch and Regional funds estimated at 5 1/2% per year would
make it $1,525,276 for fiscal year 1982 and $1,609,167 for
fiscal year 1983. The earmarked fund is subject to cattle
prices. An estimate of $750,000 per year is projected.

The budget recommendation as on EXHIBIT C includes the Range
Station. The LFA did not agree. They recommend that the Com—
mittee fund the range station.

REP.BENGTSON asked about the balance the Range Station had.

CURT NICHOLS explained that they had a balance of $800,000.

The station projected revenue for fiscal year 1982 and fiscal
year 1983 is $600,000 each year. Based on their request for the
biennium, they would spend that and still be $150,000 short.

The LFA recommends less expenditures.

DR. JAMES WELSH discussed the Range Station and how it operates.

It has been a self-supporting system, but if the revenues do not
arrive accordingly, we get into the position of not enough

income. We are predicting approximately $600,000 in revenues. The
other problem is unless there is moisture we will be faced with
some inventory decisions. We have a spring bull sale.

DR. WELSH suggested that the program stay the same and they
would try to get the range station through this next biennium.
It would give them enough time to see what kind of program
development occurs.

REPRESENTATIVE DONALDSON questioned why they have the shortfall
with no cost for grass, etc.

DR. WELSH explained that the reason for the abnormal amount of
expense is due to picking up the support staff. The reason for
the shortfall is the personnel that has been built in. The
personnel cost for the range station is projected for fiscal

year 1982 to be $747,350 and for fiscal year 1983 to be §$829,558.
This is for 42 people and - is based on the 11% and 12% recommended
by the Board of Regents.
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DR. TIETZ stated that last year there were liquidations of
cattle as a result of the drought. That is the amount of the

balance.

JERRY SUTTON gave a list of fund carryovers from 1975 thereon:
In 1975 a drop in revenue of 30% from 1974, the fund balance
for that year was $317,000; in 1976 there was an increase of

2 which left a balance of $213,000; in 1977 an increase of
9.6% which left a $205,000 balance; 1978 an increase of 21% a
balance of $254,000; in 1979 a 19% increase with a $393,000 fund
balance, and 1980 was a 52% increase which resulted in $863,000

fund balance.

REPRESENTATIVE THOFT asked; what is the dollar difference between
the LFA and the request?

CURT NICHOLS stated that the costs contained in the Regent's
recommendation are $1,022,647 for fiscal year 1982 and $1,132,427
for fiscal year 1983.

The LFA's recommendation for the Range Station is $906,160 for
fiscal year 1982 and $1,048,997 for fiscal year 1983. With this
there is a 9% per year increase in salary.

GLEN LEAVITT commented that they sold 900 head of livestock this
year. They will not have as many calves to sell next year.

DR. WELSH stated that at the Range Station there are approximately
1,923 head of cattle.

CURT NICHOLS stated that his projected revenue over costs 1is
about $50,000 for fiscal year 1982 and about $90,000 for fiscal

year 1983.
CHAIRMAN DONALDSON asked about the Plant Funds.

JERRY SUTTON explained where they come from but that they would
" not be getting those funds this next biennium.

CURT NICHOLS explained that the regents used a 10% salary increase
to get up to the University level. Salaries will actually increase
24% in fiscal year 1982 and an 11% increase in fiscal year 1983
under the reports proposed.

Meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m.

REP. GENE DONALDSO., Chairman
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to Investment in

Location:

Man agemeﬁt Option
St ed:

[oN

Study Time:
Total Prcject Cost:

Time for adaptation
by farmers:

Acres of wnheat
producticn:

Current adaptation
rate:

Current acres
treated:

Average increase
in yield:

Annual increase in
gross agricultural
income:

Annual increase in
state economic base:

zonomic Returns

Mdontana Agricultural Research

A CASE STUDY

Northwestern Agricultural Research
Center, Kalispell, MT.

Control oi - weed: field oromesll
by fall sprayving of winter wheat
1964-68

$30,000
6-8 years
12,000
90%
10,800

10 bu/acre

10 bu/acre x 10,800 acres x $4.00/bu =
$§432,000 (or 14.4 times the original
investment).

$432,000 x 3 = $1,296,000 (or 43.2 times
the original investment).
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17.
1s.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

26.

27.

Montana Agriculture Research Resultuis

LRAMDPLES

Crop varieties with improved yield on dryland.

Improved fertilizer use.

New cropping practices for irrigation and dryland.

Cull cow marketing.

Line 1 cattle breeding.

Wool core testing.

Scours vaccine for cattle.
High moisture barley use.
Improved heifer productivity.

Barley strip mosaic testing.

Contour furrowing and fertilization of range land.

Improved soil testing.

Performance testing in livestock
Stocking rates and grazing management.
Genetic improvement for wool production.
Disease resistant crop varieties.

Zinc application for beans.

Vibriosis vaccines for cattle and sheep.

No-till corn planting.

Use of livestock feed additivies.
Introduced and improved forage species.
Imnroved irrigation management. -
Development of malting barley industry.
Sulfur fertilization of hayland.

Study of prostaglandins for artificial
conditions.

Study of dwarf smut in winter wheat to

restrictions.

insemination

remove China

under

market

Development of barley syrup industry through genetics and

biochemistry.

Chemical and cultural practice weed control studies.

Biological control of musk thistle.

Identification of saline seep cause.

range
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7o Chairman uene vonaldson arnd the renbLers ¢. tne o rorriatlons/rilance &lie oiali

Joint waucation supcommlttes:

~y name is Jack lman. 1 am a rancer on 800 acers, owned anc rented, in gavalli County.
"america's Agricultural future hortgages sy sesearch Cutvacks," was the headlinc

of an article I read in Farmlana nevs, publication of rarmland Industies. anong tiho

things in the article that caught my interest was the statement that it takes 10 to
1Z years of diligent effort on the part of a team of agricultural scientists to
develon new and productive crop varieties, while animal breeding experiments to in-
crease productivity take even long.x. Jhen you add that time to the 13 years estimated
lead time between the discoveryof new technology in food and agricultural research
and its adoption and use,I really get worried about research for agriculture.

Jhen. I read that kind of rerort, tacked up, as the article was, Ly a survey
of the land grant universities and experiment station officials throughout the mid-
west and west, and then I see the iful kina of supuort that kontana has been
givinz agricultural research and Experiment Stations and the Cooperative =xtension
service budeets, I know why I lost a third of my calves to something callea 'weak
calf syndrome in 1960 and despite the huge losses that have continued to occure
for ranchers in the years since then, s¢ that we still have to approach- every calving
season with dread, THono IS STILL n0O AlLSWzR TC WHAT CAUSES THE CALF DmATHS.

I know why county after county in iontanes is beinz overwhelmed with leafy spurge,
canadian thistle, spotted knaoweed and many other yeeds, ARD «E STILL HAVz iC
JORTAZLE CONTROL: FOR THo Whiwus.

1 know why the acres and acres of good iiontana land is still being lost to salire
seen, ANLD THoRs 3TILL IS KO ALL-OUT EFFORT TC DLVELOF CROPPIRG SYSTZiid THAT WILL
PREVLIT THOSD LCS3Eho.

I know why the work isn't being done; no funds, tut I don't understand why it

toox us, the farmers and ranchers in lontana, who have provided the largest portion

)

0ol ihz general fund through most of rontana's history, to get a clear messazc to the
Legislature that in a state whose mejor inaustry is agriculture, it is just good

business to invest in agricultural research.

I'm not here begging for food stamps or welfare. I1'm here saying thet we in
agriculture are hard worxinz people whose proiuct enriche:z all of ..ontana. Investmenz
in research that gives us a chance to proauce vetter, zives our state more tax money
to neet the social service needs in the state, although it seems to us that the

Leziszlature is more willinz to fund those services that 4t is to invest in its

Trozuctive industies. ary enternrise, ranch cx sizic, zhot fails to rut roney intno

LUooLmoauetive ohera.le Lo Ll oaverto e

W

c
—very study mede inalcatesz ihat i1avesinent in agricultural research averaczes a

S-S

=
- o + . - . ~ - - e e .- . o s -
- -7 Ielurn. rurther, a siudy nade by _r. xelth luston, airector at larze of the



torth-Ceniral sxperiment Station virectors aAssociation, shows ihat a cut-boc o

v
9

research funding would return about .. 1o texvpayers on a per-capita basls, cul 1.
six to seven years, food prices will escalate to 10 cor 15 times that much. FHis study
dealt with the national picture, tut it would doubtless heldtrue in montanc.

I have looked over the Fiscal analysi's recommendations on the budget for the
xperiment stations. One thing really hit me. we don't run a big ranch, but with
our place already paid for, our operating loane are sometimes as large as the reserve
that is being allowed for the uvean of Agriéulture to manage eight stations. hen
the purjosejgtations is research, not money-making, and yet they can be as badly hit by
drousht, cold, or wet seasons as any rancher is, yel he cannot go to a bank to get
2 loan to tide them over a bad season, any of you who are ranchers know that the
reserve is totally unrealistic.

Research done in other states won't answer for liontana. The taxpayers in other
states aren't going to pay to have thelr vcoprle develop crops that do well in our
rarticular climate. liontana has to invest in its own future. The farm and ranch
people in counties all over this state have studied the budget proposed to, ana
approved by the Board of Regents. I, along with other peopnle here, and those in
myv countyr whose livestock kent them at hone, support the budget as presented to you
by the vean of Agriculture, and respectfully urge vou to fund the Experiment station

budret ati that level.
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Statement by Gordon McGowan -
Bofore the University Jornt Sub., Committee
Chairman Donaldson
Ladies and Gentlemen of the Committee. -
It is a real pleasure to appear here before this important Committee.

-
I wish to thank you for the oppurtunity. And thank you in advance for

L
your favorable consideration.

-

1 believe you have had some facts and figures dealing with the situtation

-
both before and after the general election. So I will not go into'the dollar

L
and cents figures that are proposed.

All of the people and organizations here are in the agriculture field n
and reporting that we have deep rooted problems. Agriculture has alwavs -
been the larqgest contributor to the Montana tax base and I dare say always

-
will be. Tou often in the past agriculture has been treated as a step child.
»

Times ard changing fast and the need for research in agriculture are

-
perhaps more important now then ever before. Research for improved weed

L,
control are a must. Canadian Thistle, Wild Oats, Leafy Spurge, Wine Weed

-
and many other types ol weeds are costing the state of Montana millions of

-
dollars each year. Sprays that are being banned or illegal to use are

-~

becoming a real worry to agriculture. And legislation to ban there use ;

add more concern. All this in addition to the millions of dollars per year 3



the agriculture peopde soend trying 1o control the spread obf these crojg

robber . Kescarch 1o Uhe answer for weed control ... Rescarch i1s the

answer to improve sced varities.. And it takes rescarch continually for

agricultrue to ﬁocp abreast in many areas of Farming and Livestock production.

There was a feeling in Great Falls, Montana some years back by the main

street business man. That the smelter would always keep Great Falls going.

Then the air bace come an and they knew for sure they had it made.

Today the smelter is shut down and the air base is now one third of

what 1t once was. So lets not kid ourselves it has been all the time the

triangle arca. The aariculture base that has kept the city of Great Falls

in business.

Fre the poct S0 vean s withe v oved machinery, improved seed varities,

improved fertizler:s, improved know how. Agriculture has had made more

advancement in food and fiber production then in previous two thousand

years. And we can't stop now. T will predict i1n the next ten years we

will see changes on the horizon that may equal the past fifty years.

we need the resalts o penearch. ... We need the computor out put and

we need the advancement of information from all states everwhere, where

reoearch 1s freoo crone wotn livestoor and farming. And the Agnet Program

will speed 1L up et oul o where it o be used.

Thank You
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L deree 1o GACH slumdlpioe . 4 darm o Ghonleasu Sounly. Juel o fricr oo soiurnl.
to cur incorrorated family faruw, I was empioyeu oy Texas A & M Unlversity andg ihe
Texas Agricultural “xperiment Statlon as a ferege physlologist. I was responsitbie
for conducting a forage research program in South Texas.

Bucause of my farming and academic backeround, I feel I am in the uniquec

cocition of belny able to recopnize and apnreciste the needs of both the Montzno

fericaltural Pxperiment sStation research staf? and bontana's farmers.
Tirst 1 weuld like to address the concerns of the Sxierinment Station reooixro,
slalcs tinderfundlng research prograss could jwosibly causc ¢ omzjor oroble.

[ S AU

j Inefticiency and 2. frustration. Inefficiency could result because when Lin:ic

isn't enough money to hire neces3ary laborer:, researchers are forced to do menial
Jobs which takes away valuable time frgm soime of thelr wore important activitie:
suct: as evaluating research aata and writing up researcn results in tue rorn o:
sclentific articles or research bulletins. 2lso wnderfunding cculd ceuse frustratic:.
Lecause Wwithoul necessary equlpnent tnat 16 in cocd shane and adequate research wania
rfacllities, 1t is difficult to do all the research trnat should te done and o c
firet class job while doing it

There 1s also a problem with salarles thal are way tou low whe: compare
with other cut-of-state ixverincent ctation rescarch 5ta€1 PUTLONNLhE, coiparaUle itasku.
If we want to hnave a high quallty ana continuous agricultural reiearch program, wWe
iruse be willing to pay our researcn ctalt o competitive zalary. (lherwise, they're
ol to be forced by infiatlon to Ifand higher paylng jJobs in other sitaton,

I'he other needs that § owant to address are the most hmoortant . Doey are the
nec s b conlanit's tar.er.. Iroreer for favrmin, Lo relz2in jrotivab.. in
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cultur. . nanacesent technlques used when producing nigh quallity andg high ylelding

Cru o wieio @ Speciel emphasis on alternate Cropo; we nu;i more information
how to oie odr applied Tertllizer more efflclently; we need more inlormaiion orn
cropuing systems that will allow us to cut our fuel costs; and I could go on and orn.

“resently, we are faced with a terrible cost-price squeeze. Inorder tc
remaln orofitable in the future, Montana's farmers and ranchers need the help
of the Montana agricultural Experiment Station research staff.

Agriculture is Montana's number one industry. We can only keep 1t healthy
and cconcnically viable by adequately funding an agricultural research progran
that will help us all. We all know or should know that when agriculture ic
nros nerous the entire state benifiis,

I urge this committee to join me in sunperting the Lozrd of Heagents budget

request fcr the “ontana *gricultural T'xperiment Station.

$ick vominger, k.l
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M‘ERLE THORSTAL
Commugsion#ar

WES_EY C. MADDOY
Commissioner

YRDFLL KLINDWORTH
Commugsioner

_UCH.LE T. OEHMCKE
Clerk and Recordsr

ORVAL B. SEVERSON
Treasurer

LINDA ANDERSON
Assessor

“‘1?'*{‘;\ X ad..

éﬁhﬂw e |
>

BLAINE COUNTY

Chinook, Montana 59523

January 19, 1981

Housce Appropriations/ Senate Finance § Claims

B.W.THOMAS
Oisirict Judne

ELEANORFELTCO
Clerk of Cour!

DONALD A. RANSTROM
County Attorney

HOMER DUFFNEF
Sheriff and Public Administra

MILGRED MONSON
Superintendent of Schoc -

MARVIN A. EDWARDS
Coroner

Joint Education Subcommittcec

Dear Members:

I would urge you to support additional funding for the
Ixtension Scrvices and Experiment Station work. As a
result we could expect higher quality in both personncl
and programs thus bringing our standards up to meet those
of other Agricultural states. There is much work to be
done in the rescarch ficld, plant breeding, Agnet, to
mention a few. We nced better qualificd pecople to help
in this and that funds.

Sincercely,

Ordell C. Klindworth
Blainc County Commissioncer
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To: Jolnt Education Subcommittee of the House Appropriition: /
>enate Finance Claim Committee

RE: Agricultural Experiment Scation Budget Proposal

idlontana's economy has besn hurt by shutdowns of Kilwaukes Railroad,
Anaconda Copper Smelter, and otheras who found they could nc

lonzer overate at a reasonable profit. I believe to cuzhion the
blow Montanw should Lencourage & diversified economic kesse Ds

L ITH Ol UAST BedCrtc MiThe ﬂew%u) ¢ Dectecprei”
I see Agriculture as a oovortunity towsrds economic statility in
¥ontana, Agriculture is involved with onroduction of food, fiber,
and fuel vproducts which have & reasonably steady demand. Wwe can
get more out of our agricultural resources if we are progressive.

Agricultural technology i1s rapidly changing. New plant varieties,
Animal breeds, crop and livestoclk cars practices and products

are becoming avallable faster than the individual producer can
try them out. 1Individuals often lack time or resources to do
adequate agricultural research and when they do there can be
wasteful Aduplication of efforts.

Montana Agricultural Experment Statlons offer the opoortunity

for producers to take advanage of new technology. ''hese stations
have developed, tried and adanted to local conditions products
and practices tnn individual producer would not have done on

his own.

In order for the staff of the research centers to do thelr jobs
acaguate funding 1is required.

I believe those who are involved with the reseecrcn centers in
western ¥ontana are capatle and dedicated people wortay of the
acdditional aonropriations ax reouestad by the State Board of

Regentz,

Bruce A. Bensaon
2418 So. 7th ¥dest
Missoula, Montan=



Lyotame s onick lomdnger. 1 farm in Choateau Sounty. Just prior to returning

Lo omr tacorporated family farn, I was civioyud vy Texas A & M University and the
Coxus Apricultural “xperiment Station as a forave physliologlst. 1 was responsible

fvr conducting a torage researcn prograin in Jouth lexas.

I8

dorause ol my farming and academlce backerocund, I feel T am in the unlque

coition of betrns able to reco nive and aireciate the nseds o voth the Montara

il

Serlcultural Exieriment sStatlion research start and Montana's farmers.

Strst 1 oviculd like to address the concerns of the wxceriment Statlion reseas:orn
“tard, ndertunding rescarch grograms could jvosibly cause 2 major problems:

lretticiency and 2. tfrustration. inerriciency could result because when trezco

Ioatt chavash omoney to hire necessary laborers, rescarchiers are forced to do menial
Jobs walen takes away valuable time rron some of thelr nore lmportant activitic.,
such as evaluating research data and writing dp research resultu in the form o
sclentific articles or research bulletins., 2lso underfunding cound cause frustraticon
becanse without necessary equloament that 1 in ood shape and adequate vesearchn susior.
Tacilities, it is difficult to do all thie recearch tnat should be done and do a
“irst class jou whiie dolng it.

Triere 15 also a problem with silaries that are way too low when compareda
with other out-of-state ixperiment Station research staff performing comparable tasks.
If we want to have a high quallity and continuous agricultural research program, we
rast e Wwilllng to jay our regearch stafllt o competitive salary. (Gtherwlse, they':@o
aolng to be forced by inflatlon to find higher payiog jobs in other states.

s oother peeds that 1o owant to address are the most Lwmortant . They are Uhe
ccewes G Centana’s Jarcers.  norder Yoo farnico Lo remaln corofitable on o too aiare,

we neod hiigner yleldin varleties ol Lie crers we grow; We nced more ‘nforaation ouo



cultural manazement technlquen used when producing high quality and high yieldin:
crops wWith o sjeclal emchasis on alternate crows; we need more Information on
how to use our applied fertilizor more efflciently; we need more information oo
cropping systems that will zllow us to cut our fuel costs; and 1 could go on and coni.

Presently, we are faced with a terrible cust-price squeeze. Inorder to
remaln profitable 1n the future, Montana's farmers and ranchers need the help
of the Montana Agricultural Lxperiment Station research staff.

Agriculture 1s Montara's number one Industry. We can only keep it healthy
and ecconomically viable by adequately tunding an agricultural research progran
that will help us aii. We all know or snould know that when agriculture ic
proscerous the entire state benifils.,

I urge this committee to joln me in supporting the Board of Reagents budget

request tor the -ontana tgricultural "xperiment Statios

“ick tominger, hi.U
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oy name is Hick kominger. 1 farm in Chouteau Gounty. Just prior to returrni:

Y

to cur incorporated family farm, I was employed by Texas A & i Universiiy and the:
Texes 2zricultural “xperiment Station as a forage physlologist. I was responsible
fcr conducting a forage research program in South Texas,

Bucause of my farming and academic background, I feel I am in the unlique

osition of belnz able tc recognize and appreciate the needs of both the Montana

Agricultural Fxperiment Statlon research staff and lontana's faruwers.
First 1 would like to address the concerns of the Experiment Station resuvuard.

stati’. Underfunding research programs could possibly cause 2 major problems:

1. 1inefficlency and 2. frustration. Inefficiency could result because when therco

isn't evnough money to hire necessary laborers, researchers are forced to do menial

Jjobs whilch takes away valuable time fron some of their more important activities

such: as evaluatiny research data and wrlting up research results in the form <7

sclentific articles or research bulletins. Alsce underfunding cculd cause frustratic.

hecause without necessary equipment that is 1n good shape and adequate research supror:

[Y

facilities, it i1s difficult to do all the research that should be done and do

first class Jjob while doing it.
Tnere 1s also a problem with salaries that are way too low when comparecd

Ly
Laliae

with other out-of-sgtate sxperiment Station research stert performing comparable

If we want to lhave a high quality and continusus agricultural research progiam, we

must be willing to pay our research staff a compelitive salary. OUtherwise, they're

gulne to be forced by inflaticn to find higher [aying Jjobs in cther states,

I'hie other needs that 1 want to address arc the wost lmrortant. They are the

needs of vontara's farwers. Inorder for farmins to remaln jroritable in the tature,

4
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cultura: mandasenont Lecehnlques coed wne prouuce

s
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nigh quality and nigh yleldin
Croto o wWith o a o coectal empnasis on alternate croge; we need more in'‘ormation on
Low to use our apoiled fertliicer more ctiiclently; We need more information o
cropping systems that will allow us to cut our fuel costs; and 1 could go on and on.
fresently, we are faced with a terrihle cost-price squeeze. Inorder to
remaln profitable in the future, dontana's farmers and ranchers needa the helr
of ;he montana Agricultural bx:ieriment Statlon research staft.
Agriculture 1s Montana's number one industry., We can only keep i1t healthy

and vcorondcally viable by adgequately ranaing an agricultural research progran

Lhat wil! help us all. ke all hnow or choald know that when agriculture ic

rrosoercus the entire state beniitioo.,

I urce this committiee Lo Jouln me in sunporting the hoard oi heagents buuy et
& . ! 1S afl L,

reouest f{or the “ontana ‘pricultaral " x- eriment Statiown

fer vomioger, b
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SUPPORT OPPOSE AMEND
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Name ) h R Date
Address ] A ) Suppoft ?
Representing L ’*: SRR - _ " Oppose ?
Which Bill 2 - . . . L Amend ?
Comments:
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Please leave prepared statement with the committee secretary.
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Comments: 4
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