
April 9, 1981 

LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

A meeting of the Legislative Administration Committee was called to 
order by Chairman Bobby Spilker. All members were present. Also in 
attendance were Wayne Phillips, Assistant Chief Clerk, Jeanne Green­
field, Chief Steno, Bob Marks, Speaker of the House, Don Byrd, Chief 
Clerk, Bob White, Sergeant-at-Arms, and Sharole Connelly and Diana 
Dowling of the Legislative Council. 

Sharole Connelly reported that she had not received the financial 
report, but she would have it later today. She went on to say that 
the per diem would be processed on the 15th and that the second 
round trip reimbursement would be received on Wednesday the 15th. 
Chairman Spilker asked her about funds for a special session and 
Sharole said if it lasted more than a few days a new feed bill would 
have to be appropriated. She also reported that there is money in 
the fund for health insurance for 100 representatives for 20 months. 

Don Byrd, Chief Clerk, reported that material is being gathered for 
a handbook on operation of staff. The present staff will begin 
writing their own job description to be included in the handbook. 

Jeanie Greenfield, Chief Steno, said that she believed that a sec­
retary should not be given a committee and an appropriation sub­
committee to work. She said the secretaries for t~e subcommittees 
for appropriations should be hired with the understanding that they 
will be terminated in 50 days or so. She also said a secretary can 
handle two small committees. Most of the minutes should be completed 
by April 17th. She said it has been a heavy load for just two proof 
readers. She suggested proofreaders on a part-time basis could be 
utilized. The Xerox machine was discussed, and Jeanie said it had not 
met with the workload. It should be larger, print both sides, and the 
location should be changed where the traffic would not be accessible 
to it. The secretaries used six recorders for meetings instead of 
the IBM Tone Input System. She also thought some type of memory 
typewriter could be utilized in the steno pool. 

Bob White, Sergeant-at-arms, reported that a security guard had been 
terminated, but a replacement will not be hiied. He also said that 
some of the pages could be used by committee secretaries to help with 
filing in binders for the representatives. 

Don Byrd reported at this time that committee secretaries are avail­
able to the conference committee chairmen. He also reported that 
Bill Glaser of Montana-Wyoming Sound Systems will be here before the 
end of the session to present a cost proposal for a permanent system. 

Chairman Spilker said there are four major purchases to be made this 
session, which includes sound system, House chair repair, voting 
machine printer and lektriever. Speaker Marks suggested that a total 
cost be found and perhaps House Bill 500 could provide additional 
money for the purchases. It was then decided to make this necessary 
purchase in the form of a resolution listing purpose and not dollar 
amount. However, Don said in 1979 the dollar amount for a voting 
machine was listed. He also recommended that they not purchase a 
new voting machine, but have the printer rebuilt. Speaker Marks 
suggested that Don get a price on repair and replacement. Also 



suggested that a breaker be installed to protect the voting from 
either power shortage and/or power surge. 

It was suggested that tighter specifications be written on lease 
equipment, especially the copy machines. 

Don Byrd reported on the House chair repair progress. One of the 
chairs is completed and has been returned. A new metal mechanism 
was installed along with wide carpet castors, stripping and re­
finishing, and the leather seats will be replaced when necessary. 
Since this repair work is being done by a state agency it is not 
a competitive bid. It was suggested that preventitive maintenance 
prior to each session would keep the chairs in usable condition. 

Bob White, Sergeant-at-Arms reported that the Lektriever is not 
operating properly and that parts to repair it are really at a 
minimum. He suggested that shelving be used such as the Senate 
has for their bills distribution. However, the present room the 
sergeants office is in would be too small for the shelving that 
would be needed to take care of the amount of bills handled during 
a house session. 

It was suggested that the old sound system could be sold because 
it does work but was not sufficient for the House chambers. 

Don Byrd will check on specifications for copy machines with the 
Legislative Council since they are to be submitted six months prior 
to session. He will also check prices on a memory typewriter or 
word processor. Representative Curtiss made a motion that some 
type of automatic typewriter be leased for next session. Seconded 
by Carl Zabrocki and carried unanimously. 

It was mentioned that the janitorial service is very poor in the 
legislative areas. Representative Meyer made a motion that the 
Chief Clerk, Don Byrd, write a letter to the Department of Admin­
istration and advise them of the problems and ask that the complex 
be cleaned. Carried unanimous. 
Meeting adjourned. 

Secretary Chairman 
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~OUSE RESOLUTION NO. 5 

INTP.OOUCfO BY -.fefs---~--~=--------------
8Y REQUEST OF THE LEGISLA11VE Am!HHSTRA.TION C.O~MITTEE 

5 A RESOLUTION OF j~E HOUSE OF RePReSENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF 

AUTHORIZING THE LEGISLATIVE A0I'1INI5Tt:'ATlON 

9 HOuSE OF REPRESE~TATIV~~. 

10 

11. 

12 1Q ya~rs ago ~nd has b~come inadequdt~ and vulnerable to 

13 malfunction; and 

14 ~HEREAS, the printer for the vot~ng system, whJcri 

1S I utilizes obsolete wiring and compo"ents. hes lIkew.lse,bec.o",. 

16 unreliable and costly to repalrLand:-ti'f~ t~t' t~ ·~~·.;(€L,,~:.-
, 

11 WHEREAS. the chairs used by -e_bers of the House of 

18 Representatives are in need of. repair or replace~e"t; and 

19 WHEREAS. the bill retrieval syste~ used by the Hcus~ 

20 Ser~~ant-at-Arm$ is antiquatea; and 

21 Committee on 

22 Lpgislotive ~dministr~tion Is the propor com~lttee to h~ve 
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1 NOW. THEREFCP.E. ee IT R.ESOLVED 8Y THE HOUSE Of 

1 ~E?R(SE~TATIVES OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANJ: 

That the l~glsl~tlve A~~inistretlon (o~mittee, 1n 

4 consult~tlon with tne Spe~ker of the House. is 9r~n~e~ 

5 authority to: 

6 {ll purchase or lE'asEo a neioo sound syster. for thl? l-ious~.! 

9 Hous~ voti~g syst~~; 

1(: (3) purchdse or lc~5Q a n~w bill retrieval 5yste~ for 

12 (4) contract for th~ repair and r£furuishing cf ~11 of 

13 the cnalrs used in the HCUS9 cha~bers. 

,14 8e IT fURTHE~ RESOLVED, that the Legislative Council 

15 p~y for soch eGuip~ent and rep~lrs from funds dvallable to 

16 the ~ouse of RE'presentattves as directed by the leglslatlv~ 

17 Ad~inlstratlon Committee. 

-End- , 
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, 1. Senole 
2. Auembly 

Maryland 
Re: VS-320 Legislative Voting System 

Ifl. Hou." 
l.c. Sena'" 

Oklahoma 
.5. Sena'e I 

'6. Sou'h Carolina 
HOUle 

Flo,ida ! 
" 

'7. Snnntft 
8. Hou,e 

• Louisiana 
19. House 
20. Senole 

Mon.ona 
~ I, Senole 

• Main • 
22. HOUle 

Dear Sir: " 
J 

- , 

On, my recent trip'to Helena 
Roll-Call V'oting System which-is 
used by Montana Sen~te. 

. ';". 
..... : , 

>0' '." 

I discussed with your our VS-320 
the same system currently being 

I am enclosing a data sheet which is a general explanation 
of this system. " You will also find enclosed copy of "Advantages 
of Using an'Inti~national Roll-Call Computer Legislative Voting 
System". ,-, ";~'. ':~,~, >-.' " 

, -, 
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Ar~ansD' 
l3. Hou.e _ ~.:, This system would_;enable the Montana House of Re'presentatives 
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...... -. 

--'~; 

'" , .-: 
... _r 

. '1 

Alo.~a 
.4. Hous. 

.. - . to do everything that'i s presently being done with the system_:' '~,:; co -~~-; 
2.5. Senole 

Indiana 
M. Ho'u •• 
Z7. Senol. t· • Virginia 
21. Hou,o 
19. Senal. 

,Mauochu.elh 
.)0. HaUl. 

Penns')'tvania 
31. HOUle 

Kenlucky 
32., HOUle 

Alabamo' 
·33. House' 

Connecticut 
34. HOUle 

Ohio -

-.'5. House 

SERVICE ON CAU 

Woshinglon 
36. Houla 

Calirornia 
Annmbly 

CITY COUNCilS 

~ntCiI &. M,",in'~l1u'\I.· 
1. In''',onvillr 

II' 2. In1fiouopoli, 

SerV;Cd on Cull 
3, Houma. lo . 
.c, Tompo 

• -'. Augu,'a. Mr. 

6, Ball;mo,e. Md. 

installed in the Senate. The system is flexible and, through',:...;,~::.:' ,,-,'if;' 

rewri~1ng of software can be, tai1ored;o.~ee\~~~~?,~:~~~;;~l~~~:~~~,~~:~-;:': ~:"~:':',::)~ 
Preliminary cost estimate to the House for t~.,i,~.,<s.x~tem~'r::-:;f.-·:, :~ 

would be: ' .; ,r:<~::.£'?-'r,:";: ,': _ .", . ,~f: 
1. Acquirin~ system~nder R~n'tal & ~ai.~~~r:;~~~~,~ont~a,~t:"': ." - .. ::,)~ 

. A. In; tial cha~ge wi th ex~h~nge of.: ~~. ":':';',,:, ::·,~~1.~ ,,-:-, -':,~::::~.:r~ 
present equi pment-,.::-------- .. ---:--:..-$40 .000. 00 ,- ',,~ '-<~ -/ ~;;',':.':'~:~ 

B. Annual Rental for' year~' in....... ~ .. : .. ~:YJi~:<,·,--;', '>-~\~-~;,~~ 
Session-------------- __ --------------.:.8,500,:00·.- ,": -_,~ , .,,; 

C. Removal of computer portion of 
system after adjournment of 
Session-----------------------~--------750.00 

D. Reins,tallation of computer portion 
of s~stem prior to convening of 
Session---------------~-----~---------~750.00 
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E. Annual Rental for years not in 
Sess10n-------------------------------4.ooo.oo 

Acquiring system through outright purchase: 

A. Purchase price with exchange of ' 
present equipment-----------------$119.250.00 

Terms: Year of instal1- -
ation---~-----$80,000,00 

F 011 owi ng'/--
yea r----:--- - ... --39 ,.250.00 

If after going over'the enclosed information you have any 
questions please let us know. I will be glad to meet with you and 
any other interested persons at any' time you desire. 

WLP:fcf 
Ene. 

Sincerely yours, 

'!/d!6"CVTr{d /-~J 
William L. Pitts 
President 

cc: Ms. NaT)c.~' Aagenes '-,r 

;:~,!..::C'~~-'- ,-j.~ - ?-- ',-,:. -, 
Ms. Diana S. Dowling :!... ••• 
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