MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
MARCH 23, 1981

The meeting was called to order by CHAIRMAN LUND at 8:00 a.m.
in Room 104, State Capitol, with all members present.

HEARINGS.
HB 658.

REP. JOHN SHONTZ, District 53, testified as sponsor of HB 658,
stating that the bill would provide for a second district court
judge in the 7th Judicial District. He stated that the cost
would be $25,015 for the biennium and that Richland County
would pick up support costs of $17,000.

REP. SHONTZ stated that the District covers Wibaux, Dawson,
Richland and McCone Counties. He stated that the reason for
the request was the impact from the coal and gas industry. He
added that these four counties put about $53,000,000 into the
State treasury.

MR. GARY THOGERSEN, Attorney, Sidney, MT, provided the Committee
with Exhibits 1 and 2 (attached). He stated that that existing

caseload is a very serious problem, increasing 33% between 1980

and 1981, or a minimum of 1,600 cases in 1981 compared to 1,200

cases in 1980. He stated that the anticipated caseload for

FY 82 is 2,100-2,200.

MR. THOGERSEN stated that judges in the 7th Judicial District
travel 14,000 miles compared with 3,900 miles for judges in the
First Judicial District. He stated that the judge in Havre
traveled 13,000,miles, but that the figure was misleading. He
stated that Havre doesn't have near the potential for an in-
creased caseload, as the 7th Judicial District.

MR. THOGERSEN stated that there is space in the Richland County
Courthouse for a second judge. He stated that there is a prob-
lem with trial date, injunctions, etc., as the judge is in
Sidney only once a week. He stated that Judge Gilbranson would
try to set a policy for the new judge to keep his office in
Sidney.

JUDGE GILBRANSON testified by telephone, due to the cost of
traveling to Helena and time constraints. He stated that in
1980, he closed out 1,100 files and that judges in Wolf Point,
and Glasgow only heard 600 and 500 cases, respectively, in
1980.

JUDGE GILBRANSON stated that he feels Yellowstone River water
to Wibaux County will have a tremendous development impact on
the judicial district.

MR. OTTO HABIDANK, Sidney, also testified by phone, stating that
he feels there is a shortage of time for research, which causes
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a greater appeal load in the Supreme Court.

MR. H.R. OBERT, Public Defender, Richland County, stated that
until recently 500 persons were getting mail via general de-
livery in Sidney. He stated that an increase in criminal 1lit-
igation was anticipated in Sidney and that if timely injunc-
tions could not be obtained, the result might be increased costs
to the landowner for o0il production delays.

MR. DALE COX, Attorney, Glendive, testified by phone. He stated
that attorneys in Dawson, Wibaux and McCone Counties support

HB 658. He stated that the number of attorneys in Glendive

has increased by 100% in the past few years and that the number
of attorneys in the other three counties has also increased.

MR. RUSSELL MCDONAUGH, Attorney, Glendlve, stated his support of
HB 658, by phone.

MR. JIM SIMONTON, Dawson County Attorney, stated that there was
an anticipated increase in the criminal caseload and that he was
concerned.

MR. SIMONTON stated that he anticipates more trials, which will
impede upon time for civil litigation. Mr. Simonton's testimony
was also given by phone.

SEN. LARRY TVEIT, District 27, Richland and Dawson Counties,
stated his support of HB 658.

REP. JOHN RYAN, District 79, also stated his support of the bill.
There were no opponents to the bill.

REP. MOORE asked why there was an increase in civil litigation

and what kind of litigation was being filed, other than gas and
0il suits.

JUDGE GILBRANSON stated that the increase is in all types of
cases, and not just oil and gas suits.

REP. HURWITZ asked how many research assistants and secretaries
the judge had. Judge Gilbranson replied that he had none.

REP. BENGTSON asked how the caseload would be divided. Judge
Gilbranson replied that it would be worked out as problems arose
and that if a judge were placed in Sidney, that judge would
handle the caseload there and would require training time.

REP. BARDANOUVE stated that he was concerned with the method in
which judges were appointed. He stated that he feels the Com-
mittee should be addressing reorganization of Jjudges.

REP. SHONTZ stated that he feels redistricting will take up to
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four years.

REP. BENGTSON asked if there were adequate jail space for persons
awaiting criminal trial. REP. SHONTZ stated that the Richland
County jail is three years old and is already short of space.

MR. THOGERSEN stated that if McCone County were placed in the
15th Judicial District, it would be of some help, but not for
Sidney.

REP. SHONTZ stated that he agrees with REP. BARDANOUVE that re-
districting of judges is needed, but that he feels speedy jus-
tice is also needed.

JUDGE GILBRANSON stated that he has been hearing about redis-
tricting for 15 years, but that he has seen no action yet.

REP. QUILICI asked why there were 14 criminal cases and 74
civil cases over 180 days old. Judge Gilbranson stated that
those figures were inaacurate. He stated that there were 100
cases pending in the 7th District and that he was behind by 100
cases in 1980.

REP. WALDRON stated that a bill had been introduced to raise the
civil case limit that a justice of the peace can handle, to
$1,500. Judge Gilbranson stated that this would not affect his
district.

REP. HURWITZ asked why there is no secretary or law clerk. Judge
Gilbranson stated that he is working on getting a secretary and
that he feels a law clerk won't help in decision-making, but

that it would help somewhat.

REP. SHONTZ, in closing, stated that he feels Judge Gilbranson
has a heavy caseload, as trial dates are booked one year ahead
for civil cases in Richland County. He stated that the judge

would be elected and would not take office until January 1983.
He asked the Committee to support HB 658.

HB 355.

REP. ROBERT SIVERTSEN, District 37, Havre, testified as sponsor
of HB 355, stating that there was a problem in certifying Montana
as a Brucellosis-free State. He stated that there was a prob-
lem with cattle coming into the state and that he has introduced
another bill requiring that incoming cattle be vaccinated against
Brucellosis.

REP. SIVERTSEN stated that there are seven herds and 1,070 cattle
with the disease in Blaine County. He added that the disease
is contagious to humans.
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MR. MONS TEIGEN stated that the bill is designed to clean up
disease in Montana and that it is endorsed by the NFO, Montana
Cowbelles, Montana Livestock Association, WIFE.

DR. JIM GLOSSER, DVM, and Administrator, Animal Health Divi-
sion, Department of Livestock, stated that he supports the bill.
He stated that his primary concern is for human health in Mon-
tana, as Brucellosis is debilitating to humans and there has
been an increase in the disease among cattle owners with the
disease. -

]
DR. GLOSSER stated that there was a problem in that many per-
sons feel the State should not compensate herd owners for in-
fected cattle. He stated that in 1951, the Montana cattle
industry was asked to participate in a program to fight Bru-
cellosis. He stated that the USDA, the State and the industry
put money into the program and that $1,000,000,000 has been in-
vested in the program overall. He stated that since 1976 there
has been little progress in combating the remaining 1% of the
disease.

DR. GLOSSER stated that $286,000 is requested to cover seven
remaining infected herds in Montana, of which $96,000 would be
Federal funds. He stated that the goal was to arrive at a
Brucellosis-free State certification by January, ,1982.

DR. GLOSSER stated that he feels if this is not done, the cost
to the industry in fighting the disease would double. He stated
that passing HB 355, would speed up deregulation of the industry.

There were no opponents to the bill.

REP. MOORE asked if Brucellosis were a genetic disease. Dr.
Glosser replied that it was not a bacterial disease and that it
was transmitted at birth. He stated that birds can carry in-
fected tissues and that it can be contracted by drinking milk
from infected cows. He stated that the incubation period can
now be as long as eight months and that a diagnosis may not be
made for up to two years and symptoms may not show. He stated
that the meat from an infected animal may be salvaged, but that
there is no economical cure for the disease.

REP. THOFT asked if replacement cattle were susceptible to the
disease. He stated that there have been a few incidents in
vertical lineage but that heifers in these herds would be spayed.

REP. HURWITZ asked why the problem belonged to the State instead
of the industry.

REP. WALDRON asked why $500,000 was requested in the bill, when
Dr. Glosser stated that only $286,000 was needed. Dr. Glosser
stated that the Agriculture Committee wrote the bill.
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REP. WALDRON asked why vaccinatjon was not mandatory. Dr.
Glosser stated that:100% level of vaccination could never be
obtained.

DR. GLOSSER stated that in 1982 a health certificate will be
required before cattle may be shipped to Iowa.

REP. CONROY asked what happened to the herd in Missoula. Dr.
Glosser stated that the cattle in Missoula finally tested
clean when one cow was eliminated, but that it took seven years.

DR. GLOSSER stated that there are still problems with Leptosporo-
sis and Vibriosis and that the State is not doing well with

other diseases. He stated that no pure-bred cattle are involved
in the Brucellosis infection and that he is getting good coop- -
eration in Blaine County on the problem. He stated that he still
feels that there will continue to be a .cooperation problem in
some areas.

REP. BARDANOUVE stated that the problem in Blaine County devel-
oped with a veterinarian whose herd had Brucellosis. He stated
that the veterinarian hid the fact for some time, thus infect-
ing other herds.

CHAIRMAN LUND asked why the herds were not cleaned up by the
owners.

REP. SIVERTSEN stated that he feels the Board of Livestock has
not done its job in the past and that there was a problem with
the county attorney in Blaine County, who refused to file an in-
junction. He stated that he feels the cattle should be quaran-
tined until the herds are cleaned up.

REP. STOBIE asked what the alternative course of action would be
if the herds were not cleaned up. Dr. Glosser stated that there
would be increased regulation via Federal action. He stated
that HB 355 would force owners to sell those herds, but that it
would still take an additional 18 months of testing to make
certain that the disease is eradicated.

REP. THOFT asked what assurance there is that the disease will
be totally eradicated.

REP. STOBIE asked if an amount of less than $500,000 would be
acceptable in the bill. Dr. Glosser replied that it would be.

HB 810.

CHAIRMAN LUND stated that the bill would authorize the governor
to enter into agreement with other states to preserve rail
services from Jonathan, MN to Miles City, MT and provide an
appropriation.
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MR. KENNETH D. CLARK, Representative, United Transportation
Union, stated his support of HB 810.

MS. JO BRUNNER, WIFE, stated her support of HB 810.

MR. PETER JACKSON, Western Environmental Trade Association,
stated his support of HB 810.

MR. J. T. MULAR, State Director, Brotherhood of Airline and
Railway Workers, stated his support of HB 810. He stated he
feels Eastern Montana is the gateway for grain and coal.

REP. HUBERT ABRAHAMS, District 66, Wibaux, stated his support
of HB 810.

MR. JOHN DELANO, Montana Railroad Association, stated his
support of HB 810.

REP. MOORE asked if this were a continuation of the Milwaukee
Railroad and how many dollars other states would contribute.

MR. MULAR stated that funding would be 80% state and 20% Federal.

REP. QUILICI asked why the rail line would not be all across
Montana. He stated that he feels that if coal is shipped over-
seas, adequate rail facilities will be needed to go West.

MR. CLARK stated that the rail planners put $200,000 into the
rail line from Miles City to the Montana-North Dakota border.
He stated that if the Milwaukee dumps this section, the State
won't even be able to consider rails west of Miles City.

REP. THOFT asked if the Milwaukee were dding this just to get
the States to pick up the bill. REP. SHONTZ stated that the
Milwaukee is not a Land Grant Railroad.

HB 45.

REP. JOHN VINCENT, District 78, Bozeman, testified as sponsor

of HB 45, stated that the original bill would have had a formula
and would have been on-going. He stated that if HB 45 passes,
certain benefits would occur on a one-time only basis.

REP. VINCENT stated that with the automatic approach, a com-
mitment would be made by those currently working with the
system and that there would be an increase for some persons
and that some would be precluded for participation.

REP. VINCENT stated that the bill would establish certain mini-
mum benefits and a $450 minimum for Police and Highway Patrol-
men, with a $300 minimum for all others. He stated that some
Police and Highway Patrolmen were not covered by Social Security
benefits. '
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REP. VINCENT stated that the formula for the cost-of-living
increase would be $.50 times the number of years worked. He
stated that a retirement income of $675 per month would have
to increase to $913 to keep up with inflation and that since
this kind of increase is unrealistic, the formula given was
devised. He stated that there would be a $12.50 per month
increase in pensions .

REP. VINCENT proposed that the Committee consider using $1.50
per year, as he feels $.50 is an insignificant increase. He
stated that the actuary feels that the attached fiscal note is
$500,000 too high. He stated that there were np general fund
dollars involved and that funding would be received from
employee contributions.

BEP.GLENN MUELLER, District 21, Libby, Montana, stated that the
original Fiscal Note was over $18,000,000. He stated

that the current fiscal note is $1,789,000 with a cost of
$950,100 for minimum monthly benefits and $829,970 for the
benefit increase.

REP. MUELLER stated that there was a $648,000,000 unfunded
liability to date in the State. He stated that the sponsors
tried not to increase unfunded liability in the proposal.

MR. G.V. ERICKSON, Montana Retired Teacher's Association, stated
that retired persons on fixed incomes have life savings wiped
out by inflation. He stated his support of HB 45.

MR. JESSE LONG, Montana School Administrators, stated his
support of HB 45.

MR. TOM SCHNEIDER, Executive Director MPEA, stated his support
of HB 45. He stated that the Highway Patrol has never received
a benefit increase since 1946, along with the Game Wardens and
Sheriffs.

MR. LARRY NACHTSHEIM, Public Employees Retirement Division,
Department of Administration, stated his support of the bill.

MR. BOB JOHNSON, Teachers Retirement System, stated his support
of HB 45.

MR. JIM JENSEN, Low-Income Senior Citizens advocate stated
his support of HB 45 and endorsed the amendment to the bill.

MR. MIKE MORRIS, Retired Police Officers, State of Montana,
stated that he was speaking for officers who retired after
1975 and that he supported the bill.
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MR. JOE WOLF, Budget Director, Butte-Silver Bow, stated that
he feels this is a much better program.

REP. WALTER SALESA District 79, Manhattan, stated his support
of HB 674, adding that, he does not object to the amendments.

MS. JAN DOLAN, Director of Administrative Services, City of
Great Falls, stated her support of the bill and the amendments.

MR. LARRY NACHTSHEIM, Administrator, PERD, stated his support
of the bill.

MR. AL SAMPSON, City of MisSoula, stated his support of HB 674.
There were no opponents to the bill.

CHAIRMAN LUND asked if the premium tax were the same as the
insurance tax. REP. FABREGA stated that the FY82 premium tax
would be $7,735,228 and that other taxes would be $2,059,723.
He stated that with total revisions, $4,002,000 would go to
pensions and $3,733,000 to the general fund. He added that
$7,014,721 actual impact is going into the Firemens pension.

MR. VERN ERICKSON, Montana Firefighters, stated that these
figures were received from Rick Tucker, Chief Deputy Securities
Commissioner, State Auditor's Office.

REP. FABREGA stated that the cities will be propelled into

an 18% contribution in the next few years. He stated that
several cities were at approximately 20% unfunded liability

at this time. He stated that there was a need for a meaningful
actuarial study after the matter settles down. He added that
anyone hired after July 1, 1981, will not have the same benefits
as those hired earlier or retired.

REP. FABREGA stated that each city will be on a separate
schedule for unfunded liability.

CHAIRMAN LUND asked when the program would be on solid footing.
REP. FABREGA stated that with $7,000,000 in beginning funds for
investment and HB 674, as the sole bill to completely fund the

program, there would be a reevaluation in 3 years.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:52 a.m.

REP.. ART LUND, CHAIRMAN

je

,,



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
MARCH 23, 1981 PAGE 8

MR.DAVE SEXTON, Montana Education Association, .stated his
support of HB 45 and the amendments to the bill.

There were no opponents to the bill.

REP. VINCENT, in closing, stated that he was committed to
helping those who need help most and that he has not submitted
a technical amendment. He stated that the $1.50 figure could
be plugged into the bill, if so desired. He added that the
maximum allowed is $15.00 per month.

MR. ELTON HEDINGSTON, Actuary, stated that the current minimum
for the Highway Patrol is $300 and that it would be increased
to $450. He stated that the minimum is available only to
those who work a full 30 years. He stated that, in the past,
when increases were contributed on the part of the employee
and the employer, these contributions went for other benefits
and not for retirement benefits. He stated that the amount of
funding would increase each biennium as salaries increased

and that this is a valid point of concern.

CHAIRMAN LUND asked if it were appropriate for the 47th Legis-
lature to bind the next legislature.

REP. COZZENS stated that people on social security do receive
cost of living increases.

MR. G. V. ERICKSON, stated that perhaps 95% of retired teachers
the state are on Social Security. He stated that the only ones
who aren't are a few small rural districts.

REP. SHONTZ stated that the Reagan Administration plans to do
away with cost-of-living increases for Social Security.

HB 674.

REP. JAY FABREGA, District 74, Great Falls, testified as sponsor

of HB 674. (Exhibit attached-Amendment A).

REP. FABREGA stated that one-fifth of one percent would go to
the Firemens Association to cover the cost of administration.
He stated that 7% would be withheld from the employee's salary
of which 6/7 would be paid to the retirement fund and 1/7 to
cover the cost:of insurance. He stated that 4/5 of 1% would
have gone into life insurance.

REP. FABREGA provided the members of the Committee with copies
of Amendment B, (attached). He stated that the Amendment would
cover lay-offs on a last hired, first to be layed-off, basis,
with temporary rehire on a seniority basis and that it would
allow retirement benefits to be withdrawn by the employee.

He stated that the employee would have six months to repay the
funds if he were rehired and that there was no objection from

in
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the cities to this plan.

REP. FABREGA, provided the members of the Committee with
Amendment C, which provides an escalator clause for survivor
benefits. (Copy attached). He stated that firemen are not
covered by social security and that survivors would be covered
under the amendment.

REP. FABREGA stated that State. participation would go from
10% to 18%. He stated that the 2 and 3/4% premium tax is
considerably more than the corporation license tax, but feels
this increase is justified, as the pension was funded in an
irresponsible manner in the past. He stated that unfunded
liability is increasing and that the estimated impact is
$750,000 annually.

MR. AL THELEN, Billings City Administrator, stated his support

of HB 674. He stated that Hendrickson and Berg provided actuarial
reports in 1977 and 1979. He stated that the unfunded liability
was $23,000,000 in 1977 and $33,000,000 in 1979. He added

that the anticipated unfunded liability is $40,000,000 in 1981.

MR. THELEN stated that the unfunded liability in Billings
increased by 5.2% in 1977 and 8.2% in 1979. He stated that
the unfunded liability for police retirement was $10,700,000
which was reduced to $4,600,000.

MR. THELEN stated that the bill provides for a grandfather

clause and that it appears that the pension system may not

be able to be funded in the future. He stated that it would take
a 43% increase to make the bill actuarially sound.

MR. RAY BLEHM, stated that some cities, such as Anaconda, may

not have a Fire Department in the future, due to economic

changes. He stated that the escalator clause would be financed by
. the city portion of the funding. He added that new firemen

would retire on their last three years' average salary instead

of on the last month's salary @&ad will need to now serve 25

years instead of 20 years and be 50 years of age, at the time

of retirement.

MR. DENNIS TAYLOR, Budget Director, City of Helena, stated
his support of HB 674. He stated that the bill would correct
past errors and create a fiscally sound base.

REP. JOE BRAND, District 28, Deer Lodge, stated his support
of the bill. He stated that the Auditor's office stated that
as much is going into the general fund at the 18% increase

as before and that there is no loss of funds.
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'  ADOPTION (DA) ¢ 10 ' 3 30 . 2 20 ' 5 50
] [} 1 ] L (]

' TGTAL ' 651 ' et 25 * 130 20 v 360 55
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RICHLAND COUNTY % —
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT
ARLENE RIGGS, Clerk

JUNE PALADICHUK, Deputy SIDNEY, MONTANA
BONNITA ANDERSON, Deputy March 18n 1981

The following is a list of All filings in Richland County, Sidney, Montana
from January 1, 1980 thru March 16, 1980, and from January 1, 1981 thru March
16, 1981.

1980 1981
Civil 66 101
Criminal 10 14
Probate 15 13
Commiltments 0 0
Adoptions 4 : . " 3
Juvenile 3 0
Total 98 . 131

Cih Log

Arlene ng
Clerk of Dlstrlct Court
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OFFICE OF:
CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT

Elaine MxQjivex Woster

The following is

Montana from Janu

a list of ALL filings
ary 1,

thru March 16, 198].
1980
Civil (pbv) 22
Civil (DR) 24
Crimina)l 12
Probate 13
Commitmentss 1
Adoptions 0
Juvenile 3
Total 75T

CDUNTY OF DAWSON

GLENDIVE, MONTANA 59330

March 17, 198

Clerk

Elaine

in Dawson County,
1980 thru March 16, 1980, and fro
1981
Civil (ov) 37
Civil (DR) 27
Criminal 16
Probate 17
Commitments 1
Adoptions 0
Juvenile 3
Total 101

Glendive;

m January 1,

P. 0. Box 1009
Phone 365-396

1981

Wester
of Court
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- LAW DFFICES
oF

John Shontz _

!. " State’ Renresentative
‘Capitol Station
Helena, Montana 59601

Poedle g
PO i
v, .
s

Re: Additional Judge in

Judicial District

Dear Representative Shontz:

302 WEBT MAIN BTREET
P.0. BOX 751
SIONEY, MONTANA 59270
(406) 402-1802

ABEDAK:K CUMMING & BEST

February 4, 1981

Seventh

E The undersigned members of the Richland County Bar

Association hereby extend their

full support to the legis-

lation which you have introduced providing for a second
District Court Judge in the Seventh Judicial District.

As practicing members of
acutely aware of the tremendous
placed upon the judicial system
rapid population drowth. Judge

|
the Bar in Sidney, we are

strains that have been
in this area because of
L. C. Gulbrandson, who

currently serves Dawson, Wibaux, McCone and Richland |
Counties, is by far one of the most able and hardest
working judges in the State of Montana. In spite of this,
Judge Gulbrandson's case load has become so heavy that
criminal and civil trials are almost impossible to set
less than six to eight months in advance. In addition,
routine ex-parte matters are time-consuming and difficult
to schedule because Judge Gulbrandson's schedule only
allows him to be in Sidney one day per week.
Tony s

‘We feel that it is imperative that the legislature
authorize an additional judge in this judicial district
during the present session, siance the additional judge
will not be electpd and take office until January 1, 1983.
By that time, the strain on the judicial system in this
- district will be even more critical than it is at this
time. PFurther, if energy development plans continue as
proposed in the Wibaux and Circle areas, it is conceivable
that we may very well face a serious breakdown in the

~judicial system serving the citizens in this part of the
state. .
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" "Your continued vigorous support of this legisla-
tion is‘appreciated and encouraged. If there is anything
further that we may do in order to impress upon the
legislature the importance of this legislation, please
advise.

o ‘ Sincerely,

\\ L. OV>e ( ;/j/,/{ [ ey

2

e

cc: Senator Larry Tveit
Senator Joseph P. Mazurek
Representative L. Dean Switzer
Senator Steye Brown
Representative Hubert J. Abrams
Representative Marjorie Hart
Senator S. A. Olson

——



COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 0 . _
BING POFF, Choirman ’
HAROLD FINK, Vice Chairman
ROBERT L. MULLEN, Member

HELEN GIERKE, Clerk

COUNTY OF RICHLAND

_OFFICE OF

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
SIDNEY, MONTANA

February 9, 1981

Representative John Shontz
Capitol Station

Helena, Montana 59601
Dear Representative Shontz,

The Board of Commissioners of Richland County are very aware of the
excessive caseload and related problems of Judge L. C. Gulbrandson. Therefore,
the Board of Commissioners give their whole hearted support to House Bill #658.

Very truly yours,

BOARD O COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

A ;/ T "K/C//

Blng C Poff,: Chalrman

e k/?/?[é {L /
Harol }ink Vice- Chalr‘bn
/4

/ '
/‘ -~ //.{/clfl,l"

Robert 1.. Mullen, Menmber

,/

BCP: hg



HAROLD N GRINOLDS, Sheriff

TR - OFFICE OF ARON SCHMIEREK, Undersheriff

Nt S S
O\ Richiang Gounty ‘
\ S

LEOTA JOHNSON, Deputy Matron

. THE SHERIFF JOHIN BRAATEN, Deputy

GARY RAY, Deputy
RICHARD L. BEHNKEN, Deputy

SIDNEY, MONTANA MARVIN R. JOHNSON, Deputy
: BRAD BAISCH, Deputy
FEB. 10, 1981 KEVIN FORRESTER, Deputy
B. ,

Honorable John Shontz
Representative District 53
4,29 South Montana St.
Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Sir,
Have been asked to advise you that Lhe Richlund County Sheriffty

Department supports HNESS. i

At the present time our District Judge travels here once a weelr from
Glendive, If he gets cailed"to prééide in another district and micses

his day in Sidney, his work load builds up and when this happens we have
to hold the defendants over, this costs the county a good deal in board
and room, laundry bills and attorneys fees for the ones that have o court
appointed attorney.

Our District Judge has about all he can handle ripght now and if thic oil
boom continues to grow as it has in the pgst couple of yeare, no way will
he be able to handle all of the cases thaF are cent to district court.

If this bill passes and we get a second dictrict judge and if they see fit
to station him in this kounty, it would really expeditc nur nourt cunes.
Have bYeen following the workiqf the legintlatinn that ie published in the
Billings Gazette and we_ think you are doing n good Job. Keep it up.

sincerely,

0], 7 Sl cntlelly
Rich]a_nd County Shorjff
Sidney, Mont.



IONTANA STATE JUDICIAL lNFORMATlON.SYSTEM: ANNUAL REPORT FOKR 1980
DISTRICT COURT OFf R 1CHL.AND
JUDICIAL DISTRICT NUMJER 7
POPULATION (7/1/1978) 10400
AREA 1IN SQUARE MILES 2079
DENSITY PER SQUARE MILE 5002
. CASELUDOAD
el don ihale
) . FILINGS . DISPOSITIUNS ' THRUPUT
CASE TYPE ’ ORI1G RE—-OP TOTAL . CASES AVG TIME * (4)7(3)
’ (1) (2) {3) ¢ (4) DAYS (5) ¢ X100
] L ] [}
CRIMINAL CASES . (DC) ° 63 3 66 ' 53 94 . 80
' ’ [] . .

CIvVIL CASES . 341 7 348 . 299 138 ’ 86
GENERAL CIVIL (DV) ° 218 0 218 . 177 1a2 . 81
DOMESTIC RELe. (DR) * 123 7 130 ' 122 131 ' 94

] L) 1]

JUV.s, PROBas £ MISCe °* 1ts 2 117 . 93 23s ' 79
JUVENILE (DJ) ° 16 2 18 4 12 79 ’ 67
PROBATE top) 72 o 72 . 57 337 . 79
INSANITY (D1) °* 2 0 2 . 3 186 . 150
ADOPT ION (DA) * 25 0 2s . 21 53 ’ B4

[ ] [ ] [ ]

TOTAL . s19 .5 12 531 . 44s 153 . 84
PENDING CASELOAD
* TOTAL * 0-90 PCT * 91-180 PCY * OVER 180 PCT

CASE TYPE * PENDING * DAYS UF * DAYS  OF . DAYS oF

* CASES ' ULD TUTAL * OLD TOTAL ° oLD TOTAL
] [ ] [ ] [}

CRIMINAL CASES (DC) 24 ] 8 33 . 1 4q ' 15 63
[ L ] [ 3 1 ]

CIviL CASES . 148 . 41 28 . 33 22 4 74 S0
GENERAL_CIVIL (bv) ¢ 112 1 25 ez . 27 24 . 60 5S4
DOMESTIC RELe. ({DR) ¢ 36 . Jo a4 . 6 17 . 14 39

» [ ] ‘v . ]

JUVes PROBesy T MISC. 100 __* 19 19 . 21 21 ' 60 60
JUVENILE (oJ) ¢ 6 ' 4 67 . o 0 ' 2 33
PKOBATE (DP) 87 ¢ 13 15 ¢ 19 22 ' 55 63
INSANITY  -° (DI1) ¢ 0 J 0 0 . ¢ 0 ’- 0 0
ADOPYION {DA) 7 . 2 29 . 2 29 . 3 43

[ [} [
JOTAL ¢ 272 ¢ 68 295 ¢ S5 20 ¢ 149 55




N T ANA - STATE JUD!CXAL lNFORNATIOh SYbTCM. ANNUAL KEPORT FOR 1980
v e T R

i VAT |
BRI ;‘ oM DISTRICT COURT QF DAWSON
'f‘”5§1 ' uﬁﬁ“JUDICIAL DISTRICT NUMDER 7
BT e POPULATION (7/1/71978) 11200
©IRIEEY AREATIN SQUARE MILES 2370

17" DENSITY PER SOQUARE MILE 4.725

CASELDOAD

———— — - ——- —_ QAT iy S S St SO v At B Ty Y A Sy S Sl S S VAR VS iy S S Ay . S A, T s T - Sl o ke AP i (s s Ut Bt S, I, e (e P b P W e S e o S BB Y St A S i W

' : FILINGS ' DISPOSITIUONS * THRUPUT
CASE TYPE ' ORIG RE-OP TUTAL * (CASES AVG TIME * (4)/(3})
' (1) (2) (3) . (4) ©AYS (5) * X100
[] ) »
CRIMINAL CASES (DC) * 54 v 63 . 72 61 ' 114
. [ ] [ ] ¢

CIVIL CASES ' 287 10 297 . 316 431 . 106
GENERAL CIVIL (DV) * . 178 0 178 X 149 473 . 106
DOMESTIC RELe. (DR) °* 109 10 119 ' 127 309 ' 107

.‘; M ' .

JUVe, FROD.y £ MISCe ! 138 o 144 ' 123 154 ’ a8s
JUVENILE (0J) 9 13 2 15 ' 11 yb ’ 73
PROBATC (DP) 64 1 65 ' 49 332 . 75
INSANITY (o1) 50 3 53 ' 4 22 ’ 100
ADOPT JON (DA) ¢ 11 ) 11 . 10 49 . 91

. . - N v
1OTAL ¢ ATy Ly 25 504 v s 32 ' 101
T S U o S B ST S = T G . U =y S S— -""’.-_‘T'.’O ———————————— 7“‘ ————————————————————
' afs 520
PENDOING CASEL UAD
, * TYOTAL * 0-90 PCT * 9i—-i80 ©PCT * OVEK 180 PCT
CASE TYPE . * PENDING * DAYS OF *» DAYS OF ' DAYS OF

' CASES OILD  TUTAL ¢ oL TOTAL ° oLo TOTAL

CRIMINAL CASES (DC)

]
' 2 . ) 0 . 0 ) . 2 100
' ] [ ] [ ]

CIVIL CASES . 158 . 51 32 ' 25 16 . 8z 52
CENERAL CIVIL  (Dv) ¢ 109 1 29 27 ’ 15 14 . 65 60
DOMESYIC REL. (DR) ¢ 49 ' p2 A5 . 10 20 . 17 3s

’ [ S ] .

JUV.s PROBa.s £ MISCa. * 8u __' 14 18 . 16 20 . S0 63
JUVENILC (oy) 6 ¥ 0 0 ' 3 50 . 3 50
PHOBATE | (op) 72 ' 13 18 . 13 10 . Al 64
INSANITY 1o tor) ¢ 0 ' 0 ) . 20 0 . ) )
ADOPT 10N © (DA) 2 ' 1 50 ' 0 0 - 1 50

TOTAL : . 240 ’ 65 27 ¢ a1 17 ' 134 S6




UNTANA STATE JUDICIAL INFORMATION SYSTEM:

————— . - Srt— .

DISTRICT COURT OF MCCONE

JUDICIAL DISTRICT NUMHER 7
POPULATION (7/1/1978) 2600
AREA IN SQUARE MILES 2607
DENSITY PER SCUARE MILE 997

CASEULOAD

ANNUAL KLPORT FiR 1980

S Ly " e S S S s s S D e S S At . Gy G e S T e Vo (e A S S T i ks S T

| ' FILINGS J DISPUSITIUNS ' THRUPUT
CASE TYPE *  ORIG RE-UP  TOTAL * CASES AVG TIME * (4)/(3)
‘ : (1) (2) (3) . (4) DAYS (5) * x100
[} J 1]
CRIMINAL CASES (DC) °* 4 o 4 ' 5 103 J 125
v ' . . .

CIVIL CASES . 34 0 34 . 33 311 . 97
GENERAL CIVIL (DV) ¢ 29 0 29 . 25 176 ' 86
DOMESTIC 'RELs (DR) ¢ 5 0 5 ' 8 732 ' 160

H [} [ »

JUVe, PROBes L MISC. * 29 0 29 . 23 360 ' 79
JUVENILE (pJ) °* 0 0 0 . 0 0 . 0
PROBATE (DP) °* 27 0 27 ' 21 394 ' 78
INSANITY (o1) * 0 0 0 . 0 0 ¢ o
ADOPTION (DA) °* 2 0 2 ' 2 0 . 100

[ ] [}
TOTAL o 67 oY o] 67 ’ 6l 312 ¢ 91
————— e e e e - e, @ e e et e e e e e e e et e e e e e et e e e
PENDING CASELOAD
——— — —— . —— - — W w—— -—— . A D T W I W T - o — —— S — -\’——-—.-_-..—.-—-——. ————————————————————
* TOTAL * 0-90 PCT * 91-180 PCT * GVER 180 PCT
CASE TYPE * PENDING * 0DAYS OF * DAYS OF . DAYS OF
* CASES * OLD TOTAL ¢ OLD TOTAL °* oLD TOTAL
] ] 1} [ ]
CRIMINAL CASES (DC) °* 2 e 0 0o v o o v 2 100
] ¢ ] [

ClVIL CASES | . 22 o s 23 5 23 v 12 S5
GENERAL CIVIL (DV) * 19 7 o 3 16 . 4 21 . 12 63
DOMUESTIC REL. (DR) 3 v 2 67 1 23 0 o

. . L N ] [

JUVes PRUB., €& MISCe °* 34____ 10 29 ¢ 8 24 ¢ 16 a7
JUVENILE tpy) v o e 0 o 0 o 0 o
PROBATE (DP) ¢ 34 ’ 10 29 8 24 0 16 47
INSANITY  ° (DI) 0o e 0 o 0 o - 0 0
ADOPT 10N - (DA) ¢ o 0 o 0 o 0 0

] [ ] . L
TOTAL ' s8¢ 1s 26 ¢ 13 22 30 52

. e i St e iy Tt . . . . S T — V. T iy o T o Do e B s v, Ty, S Sk D e e e S
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Thes,
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DISTRICT COURT OF R 1 CHLAND
JUDICIAL DISTRICT NUMBLER 7
POPULATION (7/1/1978) 10400
AREA IN SQUARE MILES 2079

DENSITY PER SQUARE MILE 5002

CASELOAD

MUNTHLY RLERPURT FUR JANe.s 1081

' . FILINGS . DISPUSITY iDL s THRUPUT
' CASE TYPE *  ORIG REL~UP TUTAL * CASES AVCL [lIm. * (a)713)
. . (1) (<) (3) * (4) DAYSL (L) ¢ x100
] . L 3
tCRRIMINAL CASLES (OC) 2 1 3 . 1Y S * 167
» [] . v
' C1VILL CASES . 22 o 22 . 21 LO% o uy
' GENERAL CIVIL  (DV) * 17 0 17 . 18 116 . 106
' DEMIESTIC REL.  (DR) °* 5 0 5 : 3 4 . 60
[} [ L] [
!t JUVes PROBes £ MILCa * 5 1 6 s 4 Y} . o7
' JUVENILE (Ds) 1 1 < ' 0 ¢ . 0
! PROI3ATE (D) ¢ 3 0 3 . i PR v o7 -
’ INSANITY (01) * 0 0 (¢} . ¢} (: . O
'OADUB TION (OA) ¢ 1 . o 1 ' X gl . 20U
' [ ' K . . [
C LU AL ' . 29 e T 4 ’ 30 16, ’ Y
P ENCING CA L L UWBSBD
v TOTAL ¢ U—-90 PCT * 91-180 b S OVER 18D Pl
CASE TYPE * PENDING * LAYS OF ' DAYS O . Y 4% CF
' b CASES . ulb J0TAL @ (WTHD] TOTAL NTRY. TUT Ay
' [ ] L ] 1 ] [
CHIMEINAL CASES (DC) * 25 . 3 20 . [ el ’ i, 6u
] | ] ] 1]

CivitL CASES J 148 . 36 24 J 30 20 . 1o I
CLN.RAL CIVIL (Dv) ¢ 109 . l1s 17 ’ 3 P! . £ 59
DOMESTIC RELe (DR) ® 39 ’ 16 46 . 7 1) ' 14 S0

. m—————— [ ] L4

JUVew PROBes & MISC, ° 100 . 17 17 . ! 21 ’ G G.
JUVIINILE .. (DJ) * 7 . 4 57 LS| | IR ’ . Y
PRUIBATE (DP) o 66 . 11 13 L 3t ‘1 ’ LY G
INZANITY (DI) = 0 ¢ 0 0 . 0 4] . {J 9}
ADOPTION (OA) @ T * 2 29 v < sy * 4.3

[ § ] L] [
FUTALL ¢ 273 s %3] ~1 . 6 240 . 150 LY

-

- S S S €28 S T — o — — — . — — " > - o -



T H R .
LNTANA STATE JUDICIAL INFORMATION SYSTEM: MURNTHLY RLEPURT FUP Jhives 1901
, . DISTRICT COURY OF MLCON
S0 L JUDICIAL DISTRICT NUMBER 7
¢ o % - POGPULATION (7/1/1978) 2600
SRR AREA IN SQUARE MILES ° 2607
e ODENSITY PER SQUARE MILE e 997
. , ' »
CASELOAD
‘ ‘ ; . ' FILINGS * DISPULITIUNL ¢ THRURUT
CASE TYPE | * ORI1G RE—OP TOTAL * CASES AVG TIMt ' (4)/(2)
! ’ (1) (2) (3) . (4) OLAYS (5) * X100
, R : . . .
CRIMINAL CASES '(DC) * o 0 -0 ' 0 e . o
L] . ]
ClyIl. CASES i ’ 2 0 2 . 4 B¢y . 200
' GENpERAL CIVIL (Dv) 1 0 1 . a £% . 400
' LEMLESTIC REL.  (DK) °* 1 0 1 ’ ) 0 . 0
' - | ] L4 ]
' JUVes PROBes & MISCe ? K] 0 3 . 4 15% . 133
' JUVENILE (DI s 0 0 o v 0 v . 0
' PROUBATE top) ° 3 0 3 . 4 159 : 133
' INSANITY . toL)y o 0 0 v 0 G . 0
'  ADOPTION (DAY ? o 0 0 . 0 0 . o
i [] ¢ ] ]
* TOTAL B . 5 o 5 . 4 1O . 160
P ENDING CASE L 0OAD
' ’ * TOTAL * (0-90 £CT ' 91-180 k(T ' ViR 10 PCT
. CASE TYPE * PENDING * LAYS GQF, * DAYS UF . DAY ur
’ * CASES * (UGLD TAOTAL *  OULD TUOTAL * Ut TUTAL
[] ] " * [ ]
* CRIMINAL CASES ' (DC) ° 2 1 ¢ 0 0o . 0 0 ' 2 100
] [y [ ] ] [ ]
* CIVIi. CASES 4 . 21 « ba 19 ’ 1 o . o 76
' GUNERAL CIVIL - (OV) °* 17 * 1 6 . 1 o ’ 1% 35
* DOMESTIC REL. ' (DR) °® 4 ’ 3 75 o 0 o . 1 b
’ . B L [ . L]
! JUVes» PROBes & MISCs °* 32 . 6 19 ’ u “is . 17 L2
» JUVENILE . . (DJ) o ' 0 0 v 0 0 . ‘" U
PROBATE : (Dp) 32 ' 6 19 . L : ’ 17 5.
INSANITY {Dr) o ’ 0 0 . 0 J v ) ¢
ADUP T 10N (DA) ? 0 ’ 0 0 . 4] 0 . o C
L [} ] »
1T AL . 55 . 10 1e . 10 14 . S 910

P — — ———

T —— — — ¢ A . —— — —— . — —— — — ——— ————————— —



WITNESS STATEMENT

NAME /]Z /W BILL No. ﬂéf f/@

ADDRESS DATE 345
—_— rd

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT ﬂ / / Z/

SUPPORT \( OPPOSE AMEND

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

Comments: % %W\.ﬂ,.. 'W?ZK W
Z/MWW—ng eeten 2o
o e A e W7"/Kf/d

%%64’ Mu

-FORM CS-34



WITNESS STATEMENT

NAME ¢ fotr s i BILL No,4/9 244

ADDRESS Aézg,wq /(4'7.- DATE __;é;%gé____
—

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT {ci0gprricnir i Lipes e £

SUPPORT X OPPOSE AMEND

7T

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

Comments:

52’{ /¢ 7T7ARCNE] 5;3? TEMEN 7T | .

FORM CS-34
1-81
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT "A" to HOUSE BILL 674

1. Page 9, line 3.
Following: "board"
Strike: remainder of line 3

‘2. Page 9, lines 11 through 15.
Following: Line 10
Strike: subsection (2) in its entirety

3. Page 17, lines 8 through 16.

Following: "contributions."

Strike: remainder of NEW SECTION 27

Insert: "Each employer .shall retain fram the monthly campensation of
each active member a sum equal to 7% of his monthly campensation as
a firefighter. The employer shall report and remit monthly this
deduction as follows:

(1) 6% of the monthly campensation retained by the
employer shall be paid to the administrator
who shall deposit them in the fund; and

(2) 1% of the monthly campensation retained by the
amployer shall be paid to the Montana State
Firemen's Association for the payment of premiums
on a group life and accidental death and dismember-—
ment insurance policy for members and defray expense
incurred by association when representing menmbers
of the plan."”

4. Page 17, line 19.
Following: "deductions"
Insert: -"paid to the administrator and"

5. Page 30, lines 17 through page 31, line 1.
Following: 1line 16, page 30

Strike: NEW SECTION. Section 51 in its entirety.:
Renumber: subsequent sections.

If section 51 is stricken, all parenthetic citations [sections 1
through 53] should be changed accordingly.
&



PROPOSED AMFNDMENT TO HOUSE BILL €74 B

Crm—

1. Page 11, line 21.

Following: "employer"

Insert: ";" and a new Subsection (c)
"(c) the date he ceases to be employed because of a reduction of the
nunber of firefighters in the fire Jdepartment as prescribed in 7-33-4125,
mca™

2. Page 12, line 4.
Following: “member"
Strike: "shall"
Insert: ‘“may"



PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO HB 674 (THIRD READING COPY): a

1.

.
Page 29, line 7.
Following: "adjustment."
Insert: "(1)" :

Page 29.

Following: line 17

Insert: "(2) For a member hired on or after July 1, 1981, and his
surviving spouse or dependent children, the disability .
retirement allowance provided in [subsection‘(Z) of section 40]

“and the survivorship allowance provided in [@ubsection (2)
of section 44]may not be less than one-half the monthly ‘
compensation paid to a newly confirmed, active firefighter
of a city that last employed him as a firefighter, as provided
each year in the budget of that city."



Montana State Firemens Association - Ray E. Blehm

In support of an amendment to HB 674 to allow a firefighter to leave his

contributions on dep051t with the system in the event of a reduction in
force.

This bill as currently written would require a member who is layed off
with less than 10 years of service to withdraw his contributions as
provided by section 17, line 4, wkxmk provides that an active member
shall withdraw the amount of his regular contributions. It is the
feeling of the firefighters that this should be changed to "may"
withdraw and that language should be added to section 16, providing
that an inactive manbershlp of a 1ayed off member be placed in this
status as follows:

(c) the date he ceases to be employed because of a reduction
of the number of firefighters in the fire department as
prescribed in 7-33-4125, MCA"



MONTANA STATE FIREMENS ASSN.
RAY E. BLEHM, JR.

IN SUPPORT OF AN AMENDMENT TO HB 674 TO INCLUDE THE PENSION ADJUSTMENT
CLAUSE»FOR DISABILITY AND SURVIVORSHIP PENSIONS FOR FIREFIGHTERS
HIRED AFTER JULY 1, 1981 THE FOLLOWING POINTS ARE SET FORWARD.

1. THE PRIMARY REASON FOR THE INCLUSION OF THIS AMENDMENT IN-
VOLVES AN AGREEMENT REACHED BETWEEN THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CITIES
AND THE FIREMEN DURING THE TIME WHEN THIS BILL WAS BEFORE THE HOUSE
STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE. THE FIREMEN AGREED TO BENEFIT CHANGES
WHICH REDUCED THE NORMAL COST ALLOCATION FOR NEW FIRERIGHTERS BENEFITS
| BY 30% WHEN COMPAREDVTO THE BENEFITS PROVIDED FOR CURRENT EMPLOYEES,
THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CITIES AGREED TO INCLUSION OF THE PENSION
ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE. INASMUCH AS THE COST OF THIS PROVISION WOULD BE
BORN BY THE CITIES PORTIO§ OF THE FUNDING PROVIDED BY THIS BILL THE
FIREMEN WERE UNDER THE IMPRESSION THIS AGREEMENT WOULD BE VALID AND
HOLD. WHAT HAPPENED TO THIS PROVISION IN THE STATE ADMINISTRATION
COMMITTEE ¢TTHE HOUSE FLOOR IS HISTORY. THE FIREMEN'S ASSOCIATION
IS NOW WILLING TO SUPPORT THIS LEGISLATION IF THIS PARTIAL COVERAGE
CAN BE PUT IN PLACE TO PROTECT THOSE WHO SUFFER A DISABILITY OR
TO THE SURVIVORS OF DECEASED FIREFIGHTERS. THIS PARTIAL PROVISION
SHOULD BE LESS THAN 1/3 THE COST OF PROVIDING COVERAGE TO ALLOW NEW
FIREFIGHTERS OR LESS THAN 2% OF SALARY.

2. FIREFIGHTERS RECEIVE NO SOCIAL SECURITY COVERAGE IN THE STATE
OF MONTANA AND THEREFORE WOULD NOT HAVE THE ADVANTAGE OF PENSIONERS
WHO HAVE SOCIAL SECURITY COVERAGE.

. 3. FAILURE TO INCLUDE THIS PROVISION WOULD LOWER THE NORMAL

COST ALLOCATION FOR NEW FIREFIGHTERS BELOW ANY OF THE OTHER HAZARDOUS
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Page 2
MONTANA STATE FIREMENS ASSN.

DUTY OCCUPATIONS WHEN IT IS CLEAR FROM AVAILABLE STATISTICS THAT FIRE-
FIGHTING IS THE MOST HAZARDOUS OCCUPATION IN THE UNITED STATES.

4. THE PENSION ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE IS AN INDEX WHICH HAS THE
ADVANTAGE OF PREFUNDING AS OPPOSED TO THE UNRELIABLE AND MORE COSTLY
APPROACH OF AD HOC RAISES.

IN SUPPORT OF THE AMENDMENT PROPOSED BY P.E.R.D. TO CLARIFY THE

HANDLING OF THE 7% MEMBER CONTRIBUTION.

TEE FIREMEN SUPPORT CHANGES PROPOSED BYAP.E.R.D. MAINLY BECAUSE
THEY UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEM CAUSED TO THE ACCOUNTING SYSTEM IF THIS
LEGISLATION WERE TO BE IMPLEMENTED AS IS. BY HAVING 1% OF SALARY
GO DIRECTLY TO THE STATE ASSOCIATION THIS AMEMNDMENT WILL CAUSE SOME
CHANGE TO THE EMPLOYEE WHO SEPARATES FROM SERVICE PRIOR TO ATTAINING
ANY RETIREMENT BENEFIT. HE WILL RECEIVE A RETURN OF CONTRIBUTION
AMOUNTING TO ONLY 6% OF SALARY. ALSO ACTIVE EMPLOYEES WILL‘BE ABLE
TO DEDUCT THE 1% OF SALARY FROM CURRENT TAX LIABILITY RATHER THAN
WAIT UNTIL RETIREMENT TO COUNT CONTRIBUTIONS AGAINST RETIREMENT
INCOME.

THIS CHANGE ALSO WILL RESULT IN A TRANSFER FROM THE RETIREMENT

FUND TO THE STATE ASSOCIATION OF THE LIABILITY TO PROVIDE THE INSURANCE

COVERAGE RECEIVED BY CURRENT EMPLOYEES.

REP. L. H. NILSON
DISTRICT 37



HB 45 | COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT TESTIMONY
by
G. V. Erickson - Joint State Legislative Committee of AARP and MRTA

AN

The Joint State Legislative Committee is not only interested in securing cost—of-
living adjustments (hereafter referred to as C.0.L.A.) to retirement benefits of
public employees, teachers, highway patrol, municipal police, sheriffs, and game
wardens who are now retired, but also for those who will retire in the future.

The 1979 Legislature was directed in HJR 40 to establish a committee to study the
public retirement systems in view of establishing cost-of-living adjustments for
the various systems. HJR 40 Committee Chairman, John Vincent, members of the
Committee, the research people of the Legislative Council and Alton Hendrickson,
Actuarial Consultant of the various retirement systems are to be commended for
the fine work they have done in the proposed formula for providing C.0.L.A. The
Joint State Legislative Committee has worked closely with HJR 40 Committee and
support the formula and method of financing the adjustment as proposed.

We believe the adjustment, while a modest one, is fair and equitable and, in part,
protects retired persons, now and in the future from the errosive affects of
inflation.

Over 95 percent of all state and federal employees have some C.0.L.A. Most of
them have some limits or caps as to the amount of increase. However, this is not
true in regards to civil service and federal employees whose C.0.L.A. is given
twice each year and tied directly to the increase in the Consumer Price Index.

* The formula as found on page three of the bill, lines 4-10, expressed in mathe-
matical terms follows:
Cr Yrs
1/2 Average Salary x 30 x (C.P.I.--three percent) x 2/3 = C.0.L.A.

Substituting figures into formula:

1/2 ($16,000) x =2 30

x (12-3) x 2/3 = C.0.L.A.
8,000 x-% x 6 = $480 per year for all retired teachers who taught at
least 30 years.

Advantages of formula as proposed: 1) Non-accumulative. When a straight per-
centage method is used those who now have the largest benefits receive the larg-
est C.O0.L.A. 2) All retirees regardless of when they retired are given the same
cost-of-living increase. It is the belief that cost-of-living increases are the
same or similar for all regardless of present benefit. 3) Future increases are
automatically adjusted by using the average salary and percentage changes in
C.P.I. 4) Years of service will give greater increases to those who have given
the most years of service. 4) Increases in C.0.L.A. will not be based on bene-
fits now being received.

Restrictive safeguards in the formula: 1) The Consumer Price Index is based on
the average increase over the previous three-year period. 2) The average salary
. of active persons is always of the previous year. 3) There would be no C.0.L.A.
. unless the C.P.I. exceeds three percent. 4) No increase would be tased on more
than a 12 percent increase (six percent highest benefit) in C.P.I. regardless of
how much the C.P.I. exceeded this. 5) No C.0.L.A. would be made during the first
three years a person was retired. 6) If the funding request is. not granted by
the Legislature, the C.0.L.A. and minimum monthly benefits allowances will be
reduced to reflect the available funding. '




PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HB 45 (SECOND READING COPY):

1. Page 44, line 6.
Following: "retired"
Insert: "on or after July 1, 1975,but”

2. Page 47, line 22.
Following: "%4%"
Strike: "15%"
Insert: "14.04%"
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~ STATE OF MONTANA

REQUEST NO. _337-81
FISCAL NOTE

Form BD-15

mpliance with a written request received __Febrnary 9,19 81 | there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
__House Bill 658 pursuant toTitle 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA).

yround information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members
: Legislature upon request.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

House Bill 658 is an act to provide for a second district court judge in
- the seventh judicial district.

FISCAL IMPACT:
(State Expenditures)

FY 81-82 - FY 82-83
Proposed Law ' : )

Personal Services -0- ' 22,815
Operating Expense -0- 2,200
Capital Outlay -0~ ~0-

_ Additional Expenditures for -0- 25,015
proposed Law

LOCAL, IMPACT':

(County Expenditures)
Personal Services | ~0- 10,800
Operating Expense _ s -0- L 1,500
Capital Outlay o - -0- 2 ‘ 4,700
Additional Ekpenchtures for -0~ .- ... ...17,000
proposed Law C o

NOTE:

Personal Services and operating expenses would be continuing costs to state
for each subsequent FY. Estimates above for state and county (local) are
based on 1/2 of FY 82-83 since the judge would take office on January 1, 1983.

Momﬁw

BUDGET DIRECTOR

Office of Budget and Program Planning

Date:~-z— -2 - g!
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~ | TOTAL NUMBER OF  CASELOAD MILES MILES
DISTRICT  CASELOAD JUDGES PER JUDGE  TRAVELED  PER JUDGE
-
‘ 1 2,353 NN 1,176 7,816 3,908
2 1,239 2 619 4,045 2,022
- 3 " 745 1 745 7,897 7,897
—4 " 5,567 Y 1,855 45,859 415,286
5 - 768 1 768 18,546 18,546
- 6 Y632 o 1 632 13,681 13,681
| —7 1,191 02 1,191 14,371 14,371
R “3,4134 3 T, 138 7,987 2,662
9 938 1 938 16, 662 .16, 662
- - 10 614 1 614 12,919 12,919
11 "1,868 2 934 . 4,773 2,386
12 71,112 1, 1,112 13,291 13,291
- 13 5,761 3 ) 11,920 - 10,953 3,651
| 14 364 1 364 14,880 14,880
DielE B it e=15 503 _ 1 503 - 14,964 14,964
- 16 1,367 2 683 21,032 10,516
C Glesmaw=l? 438 1 438 13,448 13,448
, 18 1,383 LD 1,383 7,913 7,913
| - 19 671 N & 671 14,078 14,078
-
ﬁ‘v -—_ O —
<
- 2 J) — ~ B
/ - A:\" - ~ -
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L . IR
— UYESL ta T he sdeta




*'NTANA STATE JUDICIAL INFORMATICN SYSTEM: ANNUAL REPORT FOR 19890
a JUDICIAL DISTRIC1 NUMBER 7
COUNTIES IN THE DISTRICT 4
POPULATION (7/1/1978) 25700
- AREA IN SQUARE MILES 794€
- DENSITY PER SQUARE MILE 3.234
E
CASEULOAD
- ' FILINGS . DISPGSITIONS ' THRUPUT @
CASE 1YPE *  CRIG RE-QOP TGTAL '  CASES AVG TIME v (4)/(3)
. (1) (2) (3) v {4) DAYS (5) * X100 .
- —— —_———— —— e e e e —_—— —_——— ————
» . ] . 1] ] .
' ZRIMINAL CASES (DC) * 125 13 138 ’ 135 77 s 98 '
r‘ 1 ] [ ] » s
' CIVIL CASES . 707 17 724 ] 685 286 v 95 '
. GENERAL CIVIL (DvV) ¢ 465 o) 465 . 426 298 ' 92 .
' DOMESTIC REL. (CR) ° 242 17 259 * 259 266 » 100 .
I“ . s L} ] . . ]
' JUVes PRUOBese & MISCa. ° 320 9 329 ] 255 213 . 78 .
- JUVENILE (DJ) * 30 4 34 ' 23 84 v 68 '
. DROBATE {DP) ¢ 196 2 198 v 140 349 ' 71 ’
 INSANITY (DI) 52 3 55 ' 56 30 . 102 ’
' ADCPTION {DA) 42 0 42 * 36 46 * 86 .-
) - ) L ] » 1 J
' TOTAL v 1182 39 1191 * 1075 242 ’ 90 .
-
P ENDING C ASELOAD
3 - e e e - - e e - - ——
* TOTAL * 0-90 PCT * 91—-180 PCT * OVER 180 PCT ¢
. CASE TYPE * PENDING * DAYS OF * DAYS OF . DAYS ODF ?
- * CASES * QLD TOTAL * OLO TOTAL ¢ oLD TOTAL®
1 ] ? . [} v
wRIMINAL CASES (DC) ¢ 20 ’ 9 30 ’ 1 3 s 20 67 *
. < . & N . . .
~IVIL CASES . 360 * 102 28 ' 74 21 . 184 51 .
GENERAL CIVIL (DV) * 267 . 62 23 . sa 20 . 151 57 °
MOOMESTIC RELa {OR) * S . 40 43 ' 20 22 . 33 3s5 *
. ] [] I ] [ ]
UVes PROBes & MISC. ° 261 . 50 19 . 55 21 ’ 156 ‘60 ¢
o JUVENILE (DJ) ¢ 13 ' S 38 . 3 23 ' s 38 -
PROBATE (oP) 238 ' 42 18 v 50 21 ' 146 61 ’
INSANITY (DI) 0 . 0 0 . o 0 ' 0 o
- ADCPTION (DA) ¢ 10 . 3 30 . 2 20 ’ 5 50
L] l 1 ] [ ]
TOTAL ’ 651 ' io6l 25 * 130 20 ’ 360 55 ¢
-




DISTRICY CCURT OF
JUDICIAL DISTRICT NUMBER

R1CIU AND

7

10400
2079
5.002

- POPULATION (7/1/1978)
AREA IN SQUARE MILES
DENSITY PER SOQUARE MILE
CASELOAD
L
’ FILINGS
w CASE TYPE *  ORIG RE-OP TOTAL
. (1) (2) (3)
. 1 ]
ZITIMINAL CASES (DC) ¢ 03 3 66
. M |

Z 1L CASES . 3a1 7 348
SENERAL CIVIL (DV) ° 218 ) 218
DOMESTIC REL. (DR) ' 123 7 130

L .

Jww/es PROBa, £ MISCe * - 115 2 117
JUVENILE {DJ) ° 16 2 18
i tOBATE {pp) 72 0 72
! SANITY (1) ° 2 0 2
ADOPT 10N (DA) * 25 0 25

[ ]
T (o AL ' 519 12 S31
_ ‘ -'
- PENDING CASE
- * TOTAL * 0-S0 PCT
CASE TYPE * PENDING * DAYS UF
* CASES * UOLD TUTAL
-_u....—.—.u—-—-——- — T s k. D s S s . e A D o PP Pl S, S S i i S S H S, e . o S S i S S
. J | ]
IR MINAL CASES (DC) °* 24 v 8 33
. ‘ 0 . .
- <

“IVIL CASES ’ 148 ' 41 28
GC"NERAL CIVIL (DV) * 112 25 22
0O MESTIC REL. {(DR) ° 36 . 16 44
head 1 ” . .
iUMee PROBDes €& MISCe * 100 . 19 19
g VENILE {(DJ) °* 6 v 4 67
PROBATE (opP) 87 . 13 15
INSANITY (DI1) ° 0 J ) o
A OPTION {DA) * 7 . 2 29
- [ ] [} .

QTAL s 272 J 68 2s

i
k™

———— i . — — Y —— " v —

——— i — A — s . . o A S A S . e i s . i . A U P S St St S i e e i o o S AR, B St k. A A i T S M YA D S il S i i

DISPOSITIONS ¢ THRUPUT
CASES AVG TIME * (a)/(3)
(a) DAYS (5) ¢ X100
.
53 94 . 80
.
299 138 . 86
177 142 . 81
122 131 ’ 94
’
Y3 23% ’ 79
12 79 . 67
sS7 337 . 79
3 186 . 150
21 S3 v B4
'
445 153 ¢ 84
L 0O A D
* 91-180 PCT * OVER 180 PCT
* DAYS Of- . DAYS OoF
d oL TOTAL * 0OLD TOTAL
. '
. 1° 4 ’ 15 63
. .
. 33 22 o 74 S0
. 27 24 b 60 54
¢ (4] 17 . 14 39
. »
. 21 21 . (o] 60
i -Q . 0 b 2 - 33
* 19 22 ’ .85 63
’ 0 (o] s 0 o]
. 2 29 L 3 43
. o .
i 55 20 . 149 S3

— —— — q—— . ot " S s A Sl S o St Sl e S e ot e S S i i S, s, . O



NT ANA

STATE JUDICIAL INFORMATIUN

MUNTHLY

LYLTEMS
DISTRICYT COUKRY Uk MCC LN,
JUDICIAL DISTICT NUMDLL K 7
PUPULATION (/1 /1970) <600
AREA IN SOQUARE MILLES 2607
DENSITY PrR SQUARE MILELE «UGY

CASELOAD

R"BPUFT FUG otivaw 13801

e . e e . T — ——— . T~ o S o o S . §

. FILINGS . DILGPOLIT I " fRrUPUY
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] ‘ [ ] .
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- [ Y [ ] . ]

CIvyIL CASES b bd 0 2 * 4 (AW . 2¢C0
GENiERAL ClViL {OV) ¢ 1 (4} b} . 4 ey ° AGC
VOMESTIC REL. (DR) O ° 0 1 . o v . V]

. [ - : . [ )

JUVaes PROBe, €& MISCe ® 3 0 3 . ) 15% . 133
JUVENILE (Do) »* o 0 (4] . o G * G
PROBATE DTS B 3 V 3 . 4 159 . 1oy
CINSANITY {D1) °* (o} ¢ 0 v o G o v
ADOPTIUN {(DA) ° 0 0 0 . ) o . o

- L ] * L ] f ] .
T 3T AL x ’ 5 o 5 . : 1C . . 150
m —_— —— e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o
P L NDINUGLG CASELOBAD
b TOTAL e 0-90 PCT v ¢1-120 PCT LAY EN A T | ST |
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* CASES *ULD TUIAL * UL LR E P Y Lo il
. . * o . ” .
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. . ’ . .
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INSANITY (D1} » )] . 4] 0 v o J . o [
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DISTRICT COURT OF »IBAUX

. JUDICIAL DISTFRICT NUMUBLER 7
POPULATION (7/71/1978) 1500
AREA IN SQUARE MILES 890
DENSITY PER SQUARE MILE 1.685
4

CASELOAD

4 : . FILINGS *  DISPUSITIONS °* THRUPUT
- CASE 1YPE * ORIG RE-OP  TOTAL * CASES AVG TIME * (4)/(3)
: . (1) (2) + (3) . {4) OAYS (5) * X100
> B [} s :
CRIMINAL CASES ~(DC) °* 4 1 s . 5 93 . 100
[ ] - » .

L 1VIL CASES ’ 4s 0 as s . 37 220 . sz
GENERAL CIVIL (DV) * 40 0 40 . 35 229 J 88
DOMESTIC RELe (DR) °* 5 o 5 v 2 a7 J 40

: . . .

*JUVe, PROBes £ MISCe °* 38 1 39 . 16 326 . 41
JUVENILE (DJ) * 1 0 1 . o o . o
PROBATE (opP) ¢ 33 1 34 . 13 395 . 38

" INSANITY (DI) °* o 0 0o . o o . o
ADOFT ION (DA) 4 0 4 ’ 3 26 . 75

[} ] L]
wTOTAL 87 . 2 89 ’ s8 238 . 65

s - i, S s gy T it o o . S b B e S s . e . e e} S S i e e S S et . S S e iy e e A e
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-
PENDING CASELOAD
- . * TOTAL * 0-90 PCT * 91—180 PCT ' UVER 180 PCT
CASE TYFE * PENDING ' DAYS OF * DAYS OF * . DAYS UF
. - » CASES * ULD TOTAL * OLD TOTAL * oLD TOTAL
w . - — ——— e e e e e e e
] ] [ . L]
CRIMINAL CASES (DC) 2 . 1 50 - * -0 O . 1 S0
[ 4 - . (] o . [ ] )
C1VIL CASES . 32 ¢ 5 16 . 11 34 0 16 50
GENERAL CIVIL (DV) * 27 ’ 5 ") ’ ) 30 ' 14 52
» DOMESTIC REL. (DR) ¢ 5 0 o * - 3 60 * 2 40
X ] L} e ]
JUVes PROBe.s £ MISC. * a7 ' 7 1s . 10 21 J 30 64
w JUVENILE (DY) 1 . 1 100 J o 0 . 0 R +)
PROBATE (op) 45 . 6 13 v 10 22 . 29 64
INSANITY . - (ory - 0 ’ 0 "0 ’ o 0 ’ 0 o
, ADDPTION . (DA) v 1 ’ 0 0 * 0 0 ’ 1 100
* ] [} \
TOTAL ’ 81 J 13 16 J 21 26 ' 47 .™ 58
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DISTRICT CCURY DOF - ODAWSON
JUDICILAL DISTRICT NUMUER 7
POPULATION (7/1/71978) 11200
AREA IN SQUARE MILES 2370

DENSITY PER SOQUARE MILE 4.725

CASELOAD

e — ——

—— ———— —— ———— i —— A ———— — —— e S e iy T S o B S S A i A . SR i SO

FILINGS . DISPOSITIONS * THRUPU®
CASE TYPE *  ORIG RE-DP TUTAL * CASES AVG TIME * (4)/(3,
’ (1) - (2) (3) . {4) DAYS (5) * X100
. . ] . L}
CRIMINAL CASES (CC) * 54 9 63 ' T2 61 . 113
e L [

Ci1vIL CASES ’ 287 10 297 ’ 316 431 . 106
GENERAL CIVIL (DvVv) ° 178 0 178 . 189 473 ’ 106
DOMESTIC REL. (DR) °* 109 10 O - 127 369 . 107

1 i » [}

JUVes PROBes € MISCe * 138 () 144 ’ 123 154 ’ 85
JUVENILE {DJ) 13 2 15 . 1 S 9B ’ 73
PROBATC (pDpP) 64 1 i 65 = 49 332 . 75
INSANITY (D1) °* 50 3 53 ’ €3 22 v 100
ADOPTY ION (DA) ¢ i1 0 11 ’ 10 48 ’ 91

- [ ] - L ]
TOTAL . aty . 25 504 . 511 312 ' 101
- - —_— ——— e e e e e e e e e e e e
' a9e | soe

————— — s

— —— ————— —— o —— i iy S T ke o SR WAl . ™ A T

¢ TOTAL 0-90 PCT * 91—-180. PCT * DVEK 180 PCT

CASE T1YPE % PENDING * DAYS UF * DAYS oF . DAYS. OF
- _ ' CASES * ULD TUTAL * QLD TOTAL ° oLDo TOT A
L ] [ ] [ ] | ]
CRIMINAL CASES (DC) * 2 , 0 .0 . ) 0 . 2 100
. ] o [ ] . [ ) [ ]

CIVIL CASES . 158 . 51 32 ’ 25 16 . 82 52
GENERAL CIlIVIL (Dv) ¢ 109 ’ 29 27 LI ¥ 14 . 65 60
DOMESTIC REL. (DR) ¢ 49 ' 22 45 . 10 20 . 17 3s

. ] e [) 1 ]

JUV.s PROB.s & MISC. °* 80 v 14 18 v 16 . 20 » s0 63
JUVENILE S fDJ) 0 6 s 0 o . 3 S0 * 3 50
PROBATE (oP) * 72 . 13 18 ’ 13 18 ’ 46 64
INSANITY : (D1) ° 0 ’ 0 -0 . 0 0 . 0 0
ADOPT ION (DA) 2 ’ 1 50 ’ o 0 . 1 50

.

TOTAL ' : . 240 . 65 27 ¢ a1 17 . 134 S6
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: - _ CNOLE ©
UNTY COMMISSIONERS

BING POFF, Chairman " HELEN GIERKE, Clerk
HAROLD FINK, Vice Chairman
ROBERT L. MULLEN, Member

COUNTY OF RICHLAND

OFFICE OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
SIDNEY, MONTANA

February 9, 1981

Representative John Shontz
Capitol Station -
Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Representative Shontz,

The Board of Commissioners of Richland County are very aware of the

excessive caseload and related problems of Judge L. C. Gulbrandson. Therefore,
the Board of Commissioners give their whole hearted support to House Bill #658.
Very truly yours,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

, "/ '.-. //
. / FRR: w, / (// -
Blng Cﬂ Poff Chal

/ /
l /
/ Ll/ ,.O

Hiiold Fink, Vlce—Chal

/.--,_4';. PV /.-'_.-c(_. JRY

Robert L. Mullen, Member

BCP:hg



John Shontz 5
Page 2
February 10, 1981

appreciated. Please let us know how we can help to further
this important piece of legislation.

Sincerely, '*““““*@j~~~-~um
,5255}7;15~* A Agac s 5t??(;A - '
/ /;// Fald /j ,,riz,(///- ' ’ / "' - ' ‘
“N\ww 3 - Mowe =

7

cc: Senator Larry Tveit
Senator S. A. Olson ,
Representative L. Dean Switzer
Representative Marge Hart



RUSSELL C. MCODONOUGH

CX'goto
LAW OFFICES

McDONOUGH, COX & SIMONTON, P.C.

HAGENSTON BUILDING

OALE COX GLENDIVE, MONTANA 39330 ———
RICHARD A. SIMONTON : 406-365.5206
RANDALL O. SKORHEIM February 10 , 1981 ».0. 80X 1230

Mr. John Shontz

State Representative
Capitol Station
Helena, Montana, 59601

Re: Additional Judge in Seventh Judicial District

Dear RepresentatiVe Shontz:

The ﬁndersigned members of the Dawson County Bar Association
fully support the legislation which you have introduced to

provide for a second District Court Judge in the Seventh
Judicial District.

As practitioners in this district, we have become aware of

the tremendous strain that has been placed upon the judicial
system in this district and particularly upon Judge Gulbrandson
who serves as District Court Judge for Dawson, Wibaux,

McCone and Richland Counties. All indicators point to an

even increasing strain upon this system principally due to
the impact from energy development here.

Although Judge Gulbrandson is one of the most able, competent

and hardest-working judges in the State, he has been deluged

in recent years with an ever increasing case load that is ,

- becoming unmanagable even for one of his ability and temperament.
As you know, Judge Gulbrandson is required to actually sit

as Judge in each of the counties so that they can be properly

served. This necessarlly requlres a great deal of time-
consuming travel

If a continuous high quality judicial system is to be maintained
for the people of our district, it is imperative that an
additional District Court Judge be secured for our dlstrlct

now.

Your vigorous efforts and support of this legislatioh is
A



\.'\ Richiang County '
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Lo HAROLD N. GRINOLDS, Sheritf
esbin 12 OFFICE OF ARON SCHMIERER, Undersherift
LEOTA JOHNSON, Deputy Motron
THE SHERIFF JOHN BRAATEN. Depury

GARY RAY, Deputy
‘RICHARD L. BEHNKEN, Deputy
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SIODNEY, MONTANA MARVIN R, JOHNSON, Deputy
BRAD BAISCH, Deputy
FEB. 10, 1981 KEVIN FORRESTER, Deputy

Honorable John Shontz
Representative Disffict 53
L29 Socuth Montana St.
Belena, Montana 59601

Deaxr Sir,

-

Bave been asked to advise you that the Richland County Sheriff"s
Departzent supports HBESS. '

At the present time our District Judge travels here once a week from
Glendive. If he gets called to preside in another district and misses

his day in Sidney, his work load builds up and when this happens we have

to hold the defendants over, this costs the county a good deal in board . °
and room, laundry bills and attorneys fees for the ones that have a court
appointed attormey.

Our District Judge has about 211 he can handle right now and if this oil
boom continues to grow as it has in the past couple of years, no way will
he be able to handle all of the cases that are sent to district court.

If this bill passes and we get a second district judge and if they see fit
to station him in this county, it would really expedite our court cases.
Have been following the work of the legisttation that is published in the
Billings Gazette and we think you are doing a good job. Keep it up.

Sincerély,

}/,)7,W

Richland County Sheriff
Sidney, Mont.



UTTD T. HABEDANK .- E ) ) | 302 WEST MAIN STREET
WALYNE K. CUMMING .

P.0O. BDX 751
JACDUE w. BESY SIDNEY, MONTANA 59270
GARY 4. THOGERSEN (ASSOCIATE) (406) 48211802

LAW OFFICES
OF:
- HABEDANK, CUMMING & BEST

- » e _'erbruary 4;'1981 B

“Mr. John Shontz ot s . .
State Representative . _ T L T
Capitol Station .7 =~ =~ - . T
Helena, Montana 59601 ‘

Re: Additional Judge in Seventh ’ .
"Judicial District '

 “-Dear Reéfésentative Shonfz- |
The under51gned members of the Rlchland County Bar
Assoc1atlon hereby extend their full support to the legis-
. lation which you have introduced providing for a secand
‘District Court Judge in the Seventh Judicial Dlstrlcﬁ

As practicing members of the Bar in Sidney, wé are
acutely aware of the tremendous strains that have been
placed upon the judicial system in this area becausexof
rapid population growth. Judge L. C. Gulbrandson, who
currentlv serves Dawson, Wibaux, McCone and Richland |
Counties, is bv far one of the most able and hardest |
working judges in the State of Montana. In spite of tthis,

- Judge Gulbrandson's case load has become so heavy -that
‘criminal and civil trials are almost impossible to seltt
. less than six to eight months in advance. In additio
" routine ex-parte matters are time-consuming and dlfficult
. to schedule because Judge Gulbrandson's schedule only
1;1-1allows him to ‘be in Sldney -one day per ueek

e
g'.

We feel that it is 1mnerat1ve that the 1eclslature
authorize an additional judge in this judicial district
during the present session, since the additional judge :
will not be elected and take office until January 1, 1983. .
By that time, the strain on the judicial system in this

- district will be even more critical than it is at this
time. Further, if energy development plans continue as-
proposed in the Wibaux and Circle areas, it is conceivable
that we may very well face a serious breakdown in the

judicial system serv1ng the cmtlzens in thls part of the
state. : A

- .-



- Representative John Shontz
February 4, 1981
Page 2
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Your continued vigoroﬁs support of this legisla-
tion is appreciated and encouraged. - If there is anvthing
"~ further that we may do in order to impress upon the

. legislature the importance of thls legislation, please
advise. ‘

Sincerely,

e,
Vo

Thove £ W
| //o%rﬁf W/ ‘
Q&WQ Mc&’ﬁ@;. %Z%

Cjzzrﬁr‘;éégﬁﬂdabnA@L) 142;/Z:4ﬁ?225622£;5¢/ E
LT Cj\b‘z,(z( é{/gg?ﬂe:,\/%/ﬁ i

cc: Senator Larxry Tveit . :
. Senator Joseph P. Mazurek = -~ - . . -
- Representative L. Dean Swltzer coo e o
Senator Steve Brown - S oo
. Representative Hubert J. Abrams' S
" Representative Marjorie Hart T P
©-Senator S. A. Olson . @ . .o S



CAMLOCT N

ROBERT T. HOOVER

COUNTY ATTORNEY

McCone County Circle, Montana 59215
Telephone 406-285-2250 ’

February 9, 1981

Representative John Shontz |
Capitol Station
Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Mr. Shontz:

I urge favorable consideration and passage of H.B. 658.

- Yours truly,

RTH/hs '
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WITNESS STATEMENT

NAME (f BILL No. @é’l \(

ADDRESS 3‘ R QM H‘EL'EP'P( pate ©— 23 - 81

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT C jTU ofF f&&w

 SUPPORT 5( OPPOSE AMEND

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

Comments:

FORM CS-34
1-81



WITNESS STATEMENT

NAME (\>Cb<4 w | BILL No. #/,B, 674

|
ADDRESS. 62 2 Aupe B DATE_E_Z_S_—ﬁﬂ_
wiou po vou represent g1~ ST Firemena Baar

supporT X OPPOSE AMEND X

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

Comments:

FORM CS-34
1-81



WITNESS STATEMENT

NAMEJM__M\_ BILL No. 575/

ADDRESS 7 P DATE
WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT_W ./W M M&‘;
SUPPORT X OPPOSE AMEND X

¥ AY

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

Comments:

FORM CS-34
1-81
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NAMEA L j@\/\/\@g‘m BILL No. (9 LZ
ADDRESS Y'Y\ \jg,,__Q/J VY DATE 5> — ?/Z — Sj
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1 W\Mﬂ)kdc Five C,u'tf‘iawt/
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MONTANA STATE FIREMENS ASSN. éi}d%J'?

RAY E. BLEHM, JR. //,////’f/’//)
IN SUPPORT OF AN AMENDMENT TO HB 674 TO INCLUDE THE PENSION ADJUSTMENT
CLAUSE FOR DISABILITY AND SURVIVORSHIP PENSIONS FOR FIREFIGHTE#S

HIRED AFTER JULY 1, 1981 THE FOLLOWING POINTS ARE SET FORWARD.

1. THE PRIMARY REASON FOR THE INCLUSION OF THIS AMENDMENT%IN—
VOLVES AN AGREEMENT REACHED BETWEEN THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE;CITIES
AND THE FIREMEN DURING THE TIME WHEN THIS BILL WAS BEFORE THE HOUSE
STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE. THE FIREMEN AGREED TO BENEFIT CHANGES
WHICH REDUCED THE NORMAL COST ALLOCATION FOR NEW FIRERIGHTERS BENEFITS
BY 30% WHEN COMPARED TO THE BENEFITS PROVIDED FOR CURRENT EMPLOYEES,
THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CITIES AGREED TO INCLUSION OF THE PENSION
ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE. INASMUCH AS THE COST OF THIS PROVISION WOULD BE
BORN BY THE CITIES PORTION OF THE FUNDING PROVIDED BY THIS BILﬁ THE
FIREMEN WERE UNDER THE IMPRESSION THIS AGREEMENT WOULD BE VALID AND
HOLD. WHAT HAPPENED TO THIS PROVISION IN THE STATE ADMINISTRAT@ON

COMMITTEE ¢ THE HOUSE FLOOR IS HISTORY. THE FIREMEN'S ASSOCIAT@ON

. IS NOW WILLING TO SUPPORT THIS LEGISLATION IF THIS PARTIAL COVERAGE

CAN BE PUT IN PLACE TO PROTECT THOSE WHO SUFFER A DISABILITY OR
TO THE SURVIVORS OF DECEASED FIREFIGHTERS. THIS PARTIAL PROVISiON
SHOULD BE LESS THAN 1/3 THE COST OF PROVIDING COVERAGE TO ALLOW.NEW
FIREFIGHTERS OR LESS THAN 2% OF SALARY.

2. FIREFIGHTERS RECEIVE NO SOCIAL SECURITY COVERAGE IN THE STATE
OF MONTANA AND THEREFORE WOULD NOT HAVE THE ADVANTAGE OF PENSIONERS
WHO HAVE SOCIAL SECURITY COVERAGE.

3. FAILURE TO INCLUDE THIS PROVISION WOULD LOWER THE NORMAL

CoSsT ALLOCATION FOR NEW FIREFIGHTERS BELOW ANY OF THE OTHER HAZARDOUS



Page 2
MONTANA STATE FIREMENS ASSN.

DUTY OCCUPATIONS WHEN IT IS CLEAR FROM AVAILABLE STATISTICS THAT FIRE-

FIGHTING IS THE MOST HAZARDOUS OCCUPATION IN THE UNITED STATES.

4. THE PENSION ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE IS AN INDEX WHICH HAS THE

ADVANTAGE OF PREFUNDING AS OPPOSED TO THE UNRELIABLE AND MORE COSTLY

APPROACH OF AD HOC RAISES.

IN SUPPORT OF THE AMENDMENT PROPOSED BY P.E.R.D. TO CLARIFY

HANDLING OF THE 7% MEMBER CONTRIBUTION.

THE

THE FIREMEN SUPPORT CHANGES PROPOSED BY P.E.R.D. MAINLY BECAUSE

THEY UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEM CAUSED TO THE ACCOUNTING SYSTEM IF|THIS

LEGISLATION WERE TO BE IMPLEMENTED AS IS. BY HAVING 1% OF SALA

GO DIRECTLY TO THE STATE ASSOCIATION THIS AMENDMENT WILL CAUSE!
- CHANGE TO THE EMPLOYEE WHO SEPARATES FROM SERVICE PRIOR TO ATTA

ANY RETIREMENT BENEFIT. HE WILL RECEIVE A RETURN OF CONTRIBUTI

RY

SOME

INING

ON

AMOUNTING TO ONLY 6% OF SALARY. ALSO ACTIVE EMPLOYEES WILL BE|ABLE

TO DEDUCT THE 1% OF SALARY FROM CURRENT TAX LIABILITY RATHER TﬁAN_

WAIT UNTIL RETIREMENT TO COUNT CONTRIBUTIONS AGAINST RETIREMEN&

INCOME. -

THIS CHANGE ALSO WILL RESULT IN A TRANSFER FROM THE RETIREMENT

FUND TO THE STATE ASSOCIATION OF THE LIABILITY TO PROVIDE THE I

~ COVERAGE RECEIVED BY CURRENT EMPLOYEES.

REP. L. H. NILSON
DISTRICT 37

NSURANCE



Montana State Firemens Association — Ray E, Blehm

In support of an amendment to HB 674 to allow a firefighter to leave his

contributions on deposit with the system in the event of a reduction m
force. .

This b111 as currently written would require a mamber who is layed off
with less than 10 years of service to withdraw his contributions as
provided by section 17, line 4, whizk provides that an active member
shall withdraw the amount of his regular contributions. It is the
feeling of the firefighters that this should be changed to "may"
withdraw and that language should be added to section 16, pra'x?i‘ding

that an inactive membership of a layed off member be placed in this
status as follows:

(c) the date he ceases to be employed because of a reduction
of the number of firefighters in the fire department as
prescribed in 7-33-4125, MCA"



House Appropriations Committee
Testimony - House Bill 45

March 23, 1981

The Teachers' Retirement Board is in support of House Bill 45.;
Most retired members of the Teachers' Retirement System have not had
an adjustment in retirement benefits since July 1, 1976. Inflation;
during that same period has risen almost 50% which has resulted in
a serious erosion of purchasing power for those individuals living

on a fixed income. We respectfully request your consideration for

passage of House Bill 45.

T%‘/ﬂ-d("f/"'/
F. ROBERT JOHNSON ;

Administrator
Teachers' Retirement System



WITNESS STATEMENT

NAME 7'%%&&7’ Qﬁ:uz&w. BILL No. /& % ;‘/
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WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT 7, /cr f&’ 9_/'/(222((”,24/ W

SUPPORT g . OPPOSE AMEND

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

Comments:

FORM C5-34
1-81
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HB 45 ' COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT TESTIMONY

f by
G. V. Erickson - Joint State Legislative Committee of AARP and MRTA

A

The Joint State Legislative Committee is not only interested in securing cost-of-
living adjustments (hereafter referred to as C.0.L.A.) to retirement benefits of
public employees, teachers, highway patrol, municipal police, sheriffs, and game
wardens who are now retired, but also for those who will retire in the future.

The 1979 Legislature was directed in HJR 40 to establish a committee to study the
public retirement systems in view of establishing cost-of-living adjustments for
~the various systems. HJR 40 Committee Chairman, John Vincent, members of the
Committee, the research people of the Legislative Council and Alton Hendrickson,
Actuarial Consultant of the various retirement systems are to be cormended for
the fine work they have done in the proposed formula for providing C.0.L.A. The
Joint State Legislative Committee has worked closely with HJR 40 Committee and
support the formula and method of financing the adjustment as proposed. ‘

We believe the adjustment, while a modest one, is fair and equitable and, in part,
protects retired persons, now and in the future from the errosive affects of
inflation.

Over 95 percent of all state and federal employees have some C.O0.L.A. Most of
them have some limits or caps as to the amount of increase. However, this is not
true in regards to civil service and federal employees whose C.0.L.A. is given
twice each year and tied directly to the increase in the Consumer Price Index.

The formula as found on page three of the bill, lines 4-10, expressed in mathe-
matical terms follows: 1
Cr Yrs
1/2 Average Salary x 30 x (C.P.I.--three percent) x 2/3 = C.0.L.A.

Subsgituting figures into formula:
1/2 ($16,000) x 33 x (12-3) x 2/3 = C.0.L.A.

8,000 x-% x 6 = $480 per year for all retired teachers who taught at
least 30 years.

Advantages of formula as proposed: 1) Non-accumulative. When a straight per-
centage method is used those who now have the largest benefits receive the larg-
est C.0.L.A. 2) All retirees regardless of when they retired are given the same
cost-of-living increase. It is the beljief that cost-of-living increases are the
same or similar for all regardless of present benefit. 3) Future increases are
,automatically adjusted by using the average salary and percentage changes in
C.P.I. 4) Years of service will give greater increases to those who have given
the most years of service. 4) Increases in C.0.L.A. will not be based on bene-
fits now being received.

Restrictive safeguards in the formula: 1) The Consumer Price Index is based on
the average increase over the previous three-year period. 2) The average salary
of active persons is always of the previous year. 3) There would be no C.0.L.A.
unless the C.P.I. exceeds three percent. 4) No increase would be btased on more
than a 12 percent increase (six percent highest benefit) in-C.P.I. regardless of
how much the C.P.I. exceeded this. 5) No C.0.L.A. would be made during the first
three years a person was retired. 6) If the funding request is not granted by
the Legislature, the C.0.L.A. and minimum monthly benefits allowances will be
reduced to reflect the available funding.
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TESTIMONY OF JAMES W. FLYNN, DIRECTOR
DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS

March 24, 1981

In House Appropriations Committee
on HB 616

e

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, my name is Jim Flynn.

I appear today on behalf of the Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks
in support of HB 616.

In Montana, as in most other western states, the wise use and
.-allocation of our surface and ground waters is one of the most important
decisions facing us today. Decisions made concerning water use now
will not only affect our generation, but future generations of
Montanans as well.

A substantial, sound data bése concernihg all aspects of our
water resources is necessary to make wise and meaningful decisions
as well as to solve many of the existing water problems we face today.
Thé Montana University Joint Water Resources Research Center has
been instrumental in sponsoring research projects and funding worth-
while studies to develop such a data base. My department has served
on the advisory council to the Water Resources Center for many years,
and éan attest to the gquality of work administered by the center and
the relevancy of the research results. Every effort is made by the
center to identify real problem areas ;nd tailor research projects
to address those problems.

The need for water related data has not diminished. If any-
thing, that need will increase in the future as competition increases
for the use of Montana's limited water resources. The Water Resources
Research Center provides a useful function by providing needéd data for
the wise use and allocation of our waters. That function must be

continued. We urge this committee to support HB 616.



TESTIMONY OF JAMES W. FLYNN, DIRECTOR
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Mr. Chairman, members of the comﬁittee, my name is Jim Flynn.
’I appear today on beﬁalf of the Deparﬁmént of Fish, Wildlife & Parks
in support of HB 616.

In Montana,-as in most other western states, the wise use and
-allocation of our surface and ground waters is one of the most important
decisions facing us today. Decisions made concerning water use now
will not only affect our generation, but future generations of
Montanans as well..

A substantial, sound data bése concernihg all aspects of our
water resources is-necessary to make wise and meaningful decisions
as well as to solve many of the existing water problems we face today.
The Montana University Joint Water Resources Research Center has
been instrumental. in sponsoring research projects and funding worth-
while studies to develop such a data base. My department has served
on the advisory council to the Water Resources Center for many years,
and can attest to the quality of work administered by the center ana
the relevancy of the research results. Every effort is made by the
center to idéntify real problem areas énd tailor research projects
to address those problems.

bThe need for‘water related data has not diminished. If any-.
thing, that need will increase in the future as competition increases
for the use of Montana's limited water resources. The Water Resources
Research Center provides a useful function by providing needed data for
the wise use and allocation of our waters. That function must be

continued. We urge this committee to support HB 616. -
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Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, my name is Jim Flynn.

I appear today on behalf of the Department of Fish, wWildlife & Parks
in support of HB 616.

In Montana, as in most other western states, the wise use and
--allocation of our surface and ground waters is one of the most important
decisions facing us today. Decisions made concerning water use now
will not only affect our generation, but future generations of
Montanans as well.:

A substantial, sound data bése concerning all aspects of our
water resources is necessary to make wise and meaningful decisions
as well as to solve many of the existing water problems we face today.
The Montana University Joint Water Resources Research Center has
been inétrumental in sponsoring research projects and fundinngorth—
‘while studies to develop such a data base. My department has served
on the advisory council to the Water Resources Center for many years,
and can attest to the quality of work administered by the center and ‘
the relevancy of the research results. Every effort is made by the
center to identify real problem areas énd tailor research projects
to address those problems.

The need for water related data has not diminished. If any-
thing, that need will increase in the future as competition increases
for the use of Montana's limited water resources. The Water Resources
Research Center provides a useful function by providing needed data for
the wise use and allocation of our waters. That function must be

continued. We urge this committee to support HB 616.



REGISTER

/ VISITORS'
Hous‘i% .@QQW

COMMITTEE

BILL #(35/0/ / Date 727@/1,014\/9@ /G
SPONSOR = ~
| i NAME RESIDENCE REPRESENTING ; SU;; Oop-
. ;' | ! ‘ PORT | POSE
AN RN (0 Uik 70
12 ,,\_l{%w S e N CAT )
(o 0705 So Dot Fatl | Rl Mk 5 30
Jsck Pouﬂs _(ozeman Bituels okl WY £ |
Aé 22 M1 Dent sfforic . £0 ]
. LLM ngu W,Ufail‘ f’/

Aehsy e

M‘-«ﬁ JO’

Nl

\"&Y\‘kvi-»v a
]

'//ZjKQZf é%////lﬁ /é//zf ; gﬂ/
Sl l‘// be | H 1S ]} £/ G/
*(m /c’[u#e /’/é/«,//& PL W) RG [

Bosesras orac - pesc St | 50/

‘ L}wﬂlb giérk7h7%%

gef

////[z 'z‘vu 0 Ao dys

\ /
? eiL"

8oL

S0/

S&Kﬂ»»{/‘f;ﬁ&/r// AW 224

i
)

IF YDU CARE TO WRITE COMMENTS, ASK SECRETARY FOR LONGER FORM.

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

Form CS-33



VISITORS' REGISTER

HOUSE  Apritodw,alivn c COMMITTEE
V4 g J (7
BILL__ AR Lo/ vate_ /Hus 23 8/

SPONSOR (2 » 77,

ey

NAME RESIDENCE REPRESENTING LIS §) 2 oP
’ PORT | POS

%HL YLUCLKV/O FVREKA AT 6L~5N LAKE IRE(GHM X
(A et Fewnibs 2z |G eop LARE 1pa s8R =X

qu 5@/4//44/ S oRELA /VJQA/Z? GLEN (AKE /A"(/@q%é ),(

U FURIPRNRI S

IF YOU CARE TO WRITE COMMENTS, ASK SECRETARY FOR LONGER FORM.
PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

Form CS-33
1-81



7

©

4-

Testimony, House Appropriations Committee, March 23, 1981
Rep. Kathy McBride

John Badgley, Ph.D.
Institute of the Rockies
Missoula

Charless W. Fowlkes, Ph.D.
Fowlkes Engineering

J&Bfe%?z)dﬂj ﬁl@ﬂ@fﬁﬂ%’ — m gﬁM Lommlﬂ;\

Prof.ClgE;_E;E;EE§ >
Biofuels Task Force
Montana State University
Bozeman

Dan Mizner, Director LiV/MESTT
League of Cities, Helena
Possibly: (a) Senator Story

(b) Rep. Yardley

(c) Rep. Ellison

Major Caldwell
Horizon Lodge
Conrad

Dr. Jerry Plunkett
Chairman, First Renewable Energy Advisory Council, 1976
Director, Montana Energy Research and Development Institute

Butte

8. Earlene Ostberg
Rural Route 1
Power . e
@1 Mike Lang
Ethanol of Montana
Miles City
10. Don Brelsford
~  Brelsford Engineering
Bozeman o
C‘“ 7 Da v’-‘L‘/ &
Ceon V".c{
11. James Hodge ’ ) '

Northern Tier Pipeline
Chairman, Renewable Energy Advisory Council
Member of the first Council - 1976

f

Caf gl ove §
«_/ clateves |



Pt

< 12. Bruce Kania, President

o A. E. Montana, Inc.
Bozeman/Amsterdam

( 13. Thor Jackola
Energy Engineering, Inc.
Kalispell

~
CEEf’ Harold Morgenstern
- President, East Shore Engineering
and Construction '
Vista Lago Landowners Association
Big Fork

(E/: Richard Meade, Contractor
Great Falls.

16. Prof. Demnis Blackketter
Mechanical Engineering Department
MSU - Member of Renewable Energy
Advisory Council; Member of
State Board of Professional Engineers

17. Peter Antonioli
Director, Conservation/Alternative Energy
Montana Power Company
Butte

Cié. Jess Long /ife,d:‘c"H e Lake
~ - Executive Secretary
School Administrators of Montana
Helena

19. Patsy Reimche
Nashua
Representing Women Involved in
Farm Economics (WIFE)

(QOJ Ma v K fy,cc//?eyeajﬂfh,4§5f5fh~«r
"~ Representing Forestry School, UM
Missoula ‘

~=, 21. Wilbur Scott

AG/NRG Executive Committee
Great Falls

22. Frank Gruber
Contfractor
Hel
£d Ke’och
23. JohaMeBride;—Peputy Director
National Center for Appropriate Technology
Butte

24. Lynn Lundborg, Owner
Lynn's Stove Shop
Representing the energy business sector
Helena



25.

27.

28.

N

30.

Terry Savage
Real Estate Broker
Superior

Linda Nielson

Nashua

Representing Agri Processors
Valley Industrial Park

01d Glasgow Air Force Base

Professor John Means
University of Montana

Missoula ' ) ' .
/L
Margaret Neu (, N 0"/) o }Y/LM A/l WJ} D/Ec:f_?:/

Lewis and Clark Library
Helena

Dan Miles, Chairman
Agrifuels Corporation
Polson

Senator Harold Dover
Lewistown
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: | FY 1981

GRANTS AWARDED IN FALL 1980 *
- - FROM THE

RENEWABLE ENERGY GRANTS PROGRAM

Definite Grants
Tentative Grants

EFarmarked for
Requests for Proposals (RFP's)

‘DEPARTMENT OF NATURAT, RESOURCES

AND CONSERVATION

January, 1981

$ 480,040.00

1,818,948.00

381,000.00

$2,679,988.00



GRANT PERIOD SEVEN

FY 1981
Energy Number of Funds Number of Amount of
Category Applications Requested Grants Funding
Received Awarded

Solar 51 $1,232,400 20 $ 361,833%

Wind 34 859,342 12 265,424

Wood } 7 199,432 4 34,374

Biomass 41 2,254,777 24 1,276,202

Geothermal 7 194,130 3 118,321

Hydro 15 465,701 7 147,000

Education/

Technical

Assistance 20 536,997 9 95,834
,TOTALS 175 $5,742,779 79 $2,298,989

*This includes these major prgjects:

Highway Maintenance Building, Helena $ 80,000

Job Service Center, Bozeman 76,000
Medicine Lake High School 75,000
TOTAL $231,000

2/2/81



DETAIL OF SPRING 1981 REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS (RFP's)

Designs for model earth-
sheltered homes 1in Montana

Development of eutectic
salt as solar heat storage

Research into solar photo-
chemical energy in production
of hydrogen

Reduction and analysis of
data from Wind Monitoring
Loan Program

Development of a wind genera-
tor and electrolysis cell to
produce hydrogen

Wood stove test facility

Research and publication
into building orientations
and solar access 1n subdivisions

Research and publication of
manual for assistance to small
businesses for development of
their renewable energy goods
and services capability

Development of a home energy
computer to assist homcowners
in determining the feasibility
of installing renewable energy
systems

Purchase of additional wind
monitoring equipment fotr use
throughout the state

' ©o * TOTAL RFP's

$ 10,000.00
$ 28,009.00
$ 50,000.00
$ 30,000.00
$ 8,000.00
$ 90,000.00
$ 15,000.00
$ 70,000.00
$ 50,000.00
$ 30,009.00
$ 381,000.00



CUMULATIVE MEASURABLE BENEFITS
THROUGH FY 1981

Renewable Energy Bureau staff has estimated energy
savings resulting directly from demonstration projects
from the first grants in 1976 through the definite grants
awarded in FY 1981, This direct cumulativé savings 1is
estimated at 803 billion BTU's (British Thermal Units).
This is equivalent to about 138,000 barrels of crude oil
or about $4.5 million at current prices: Significant
additional BTU savings Vould result through the tentative
grants, and indirect savings are also happening from demon-
stration grants and from Program-sponsored research, de-

velopment and commercialization.

In addition to this significant return on investment,
the approximately $5 million in state grant money (including
FY81 definite and tentative funding amounts) is bringing
in more than $62 million in federal or private matching funds
and is creating more than 240 permanent, full-~time jobs, as

wéll as additional part-time employment.



AREA'|

Lincoln

Flathead

Troy Schools

% Wayne Fletcher
" Drawer O
Troy, MT 59935

Marc Carstens
Route 1, Box 99
Polson, MT 59860

Richard Wrench
115 Garland Street
Kalispell, MT 59701

Richard Wrench
115 Garland Street
Kalispell, MT 59701

William C. Black
Box 138
Troy, MT 59935

Saligh Kootenai
Community College
Z Gerlad Slater
Box 117

Pablo, MT 59855

Matt Keane
Route 3, Box 19-C
Thompson Falls, MT 59873

James R. Brown
Quinn's Hot Springs
Box 187

Paradise, MT 59857

Dan Miles
AGRI-Fuels Corporation
Box 3371

Polson, MT 59860

ri

Sanders
iake

O FRUJELID

AREA I
DEFINITE

Renewable energy
education program

Alcohol and oil ex-
traction from seed crops

Prototype fireplace
insert

Two "do-it~-yourself"
pamphlets on renewable
energy

Wind-powered electric
system

AREA T

TENTATIVE
Sol'ar heating, cooling

and lighting of multi-
use facility

Solar heated/earth-

sheltered housing design

Geothermal heating system

Farm-scale alcohol still

5,000.

2,000.

4,500.

20,000.

14,000.

5,000.

50,000.

.00

0o

.00

00

00

00

00

00

00



Energy Engineering
Box 1997
Kalispell, MT 59901

Vista Lago Land-
owners Assoc.

Jane Pitkin, President

East Lake Shore

Bigfork, MT 59911

Orlena Barnard
1395 Swan Highway
Bigfork, MT 59911

Merle Jore
Route 2, Box 58A
Ronan, MT 59864

Major alcohol plant using
geothermal heat

Small hydroelectric system
for subdivision

AREA I
TENTATIVE

Residential hydroelectric
system ’

Residential hydroelectric
system 4

$100,000.00

$ 60,000.00

See note belowA

See note below

NOTE: These and two hydroelectric projects in Area IX were approved
contingent on hiring an engineering comnsultant, through a request

for proposals process,

to provide technical assistance to the

grantees. The Department approved definite funding of
$16,000.00 for consultant service to all four projects. Also
approved was definite funding of $16,000.00 for a system at
the most feasible site and tentative funding of $50,000.00 for
systems at the remaining sites.

AREA I

Glacier Liberty
Pondera Hr
Toole Blaine

:

Patrick E. Wyse

AREA I1
DEFINITE

Passive solar heating of

406 South Virginia Street large commercialbuilding

Conrad, MT 59425

Orville & David Oien
RR 3, Box 89
Conrad, MT 59425

AREA II
TENTATIVE

Farm-scale methane digester

$ 15,213.00

$ 94,045.00



AREA Il Ty
TR N
'\ IA‘N!__('\“ “r.',""‘.‘_—_", ’
Phillips Garfield SN L SR
Valley MeCone N \\:___,‘) e l' (k
Daniels Rirhland \, S~ i,'-:_& 3
Sheridan Bawson o T Jer e ‘
Roosevelt Wihaux Y Sapzd L;—‘*-r—{-——':- e
I - ) ) Y.,.‘/ e ,’ : } IR A
Petroleum S G .
A T P A P
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R . \‘__.‘,_‘f '\:
AREA IT11I
DEFINITE
Dwain Prellwitz Portable, homemade solar $ 900.00
Box 1408 : furnace .
Malta, MT 59538
Ron Audet Wood and solar heating $ 2,500.00
Box 423 . system
Scobey, MT 59263
Harlow Strandlund Biomass furnace S 4,530.00
Homestead, MT 59242 ‘
Randy Holton Solar shop heating S 1,000.00

Archer Star Rt, Box 11
Plentywood, MT 59254

Medicine Lake High School Solar panels for space $ 12,000.00 »
Karl Fiske, Supt. ) heating of school complex $ 63,000.00 T
Medicine Lake, MT 59247
Ben DP. Bollwitt ) Low-cost solar heating system §$ 2,550.00
216 5th St. H.P.
Glendive, MT 59330
AREA III ' : .
TENTATIVE
AGRI-Processors Commercial alcohol $150,000.0!
%Z Jim Smrcka plant .
Glasgow, MT 59230 -» Ky
David Erickson : ’ Wind~-powered electric $§ 9,245.0
735 Knapp St. system
Wolf Point, MT 59201
Bruce Bannister Wind energy study of eastern

Montana (See Area IX)



Mine

AREA IV

ral

Missoula

Carol &
1364 Eas

Mike Gauthier
t Dickinson

Missoula, MT 59801

Tom Montgomery

Wextern

Timber

Utilization Group
2801 Russell
Missoula, MT 59801

Steve Loken
1342 Van Buren
Missoula, MT 59801

Benjamin Stout
Forestry School
Univeysity of Montana
Missoula, MT 59801

Charles
Route 1,
Victor,

Gividen
Box 66-B
MT 59875

Ravalli

Granite

AREA 1V
DEFINITE

Installation and monitoring
of low-pollution, wood-fired

boiler

Feasibility study of using
forest thinnings as fuel

Guide to passive solar
housing in Montana

AREA IV
TENTATIVE

Solar lumber kiln

«

Solar greenhouse for
for home heating

9,374.00

15,500.00

7,515.00

35,528.00

-

4,461.00




AREA V

lowell
Lewis & Clark

Tom Harpole .

Earth Energy Institute
Box 304 -

Avon, MT 59713

Lewis and Clark Library
120 S. Last Chance Gulch
Helena, MT 59601

New Western Energy Show
226 Power Block
Helena, MT 59601

Jetferson
Measher

Sy [

AREA V

DEFINITE
Geothermal greenhouse for $ 13,321.00
commercial use

Energy collection $ 19,994,00

development program

AREA V

TENTATIVE
Energy education kit $§ 21,056.00
for schools



~_..,_,-...v._..Y.-»1

AREA VI R '{"3“"”.’7&'"""? B R U
. . - v ‘ : ) . \

Teton Jadith Basin
Choteau Fergus
Cascade
AREA VI
- - DEFINITE
Rick McIntyre h Wind monitoring study $ 403.00
Box 686 .
Hobson, MT 59452 -
Russell Hansen Solar space and water $§ 4,529.00
715 West Pine ' .heating retrofit
Lewistown, MT 59457
AREA VI
TENTATIVE
AG NRG Commercial alcohol facility $200,000.00
% Joe Renders in Great Falls
Box 1243
Helena, MT 59624
The Fagenstrom Company Prototype solar and earth- § 7,000.00
Box 2623 sheltered building
Great Falls, MT 59403 '
Sun Prairie Energy Feasibility study of $ 10,000.00
% Mary Holtz commercial alcohol plant
Route #1
Fairfield, MT 59436 -Purchase of boiler, 1if $ 60,000.00
’ feasible
Dave & Vicki Gustafson Farm—scale wind-powered $ 3,175.00
Box 162 . generator .

Simms, MT 59477

Charles Bronec Farm—-scale alcohol plant $ 37,000.00
Star Route
Geraldine, MT 59446

Fergus Electric Wind monitoring study $ 51,410.00
Cooperative, Inc. ' ;
% Dick Peck g

Box 58 ’ '

Lewistown, MT 59547

Clark Carter ' Study of aspen as alcohol $ 32,800.00
101 Mountain View feedstock
Lewistown, MT 59457

Richard Meade Energy self-sufficient $ 50,000.00
4600 10th Avenue North village using biomass
Great Falls. MT 59401



AREA Vi

Deer Ladoe
Siiverbow
Jeaverhead

AREA VII
DEFINITE
Western Montana College Feasibility study of 8 6,000.00
Z Thomas Briggs garbage burning generation
Dillon, MT 59725
AREA VII
TENTATIVE
Larry & Peggy Racicot Passive solar/wood'stove $ 6,491.00
2040 Roberts residential heating system
Butte, MT 59701 -
Montana Energy and MHD Feasibility study of $100,000.00
Research and Development commercial alcohol plant
Institute (in Anaconda)

-

Box 3809
Butte, MT 59701

AREA VIII
. Madison '
* Gailaiin  * «
Park
AREA VIII
DEFINITE
A. E. Montana, Inc Commercial alcohol facility $ 25,000.00 D
B. G. Kania, Pres. in Amsterdam $ 50,000.00 T
717 South 1l4th Avenue
Bozeman, MT 59715
Department of Admin. Solar heating system of $ 76,000.00

A/E Division-Design Bureau Bozeman Job Service building
1500 East Sixth Avenue
Helena, MT 59601



Bozeman,

Blackketter and
Wimberly
of Mech.

b. 0.
C. R.
Dept.
MS§

Bozeman,

Engrng.
MT 59717

Richard Hodder
2479 Bear Canyon Road
Bozeman, MT 59715

Brelsford Engineering
.Box 1252
Bozeman, MT 59715

lLvaren McKinsey

Dept. of Political Science
MSU
Bozeman, MT 59715
Charless Fowlkes

31 Gardner Park Drive

MT 59715

Community Development
Office

City of Livingston

X Ed Stern

Livingston, MT 59047

Marcus. McBeen

Box 64

Gardiner, MT 59030

Mont. St. University
Roy Linn

Extension Safety and
Energy Specialist
409 Cobleigh Hall
Bozeman, MT 59717

Human Resources
Development Council
District Nine

234 East Main

Bozeman, MT 59715

Charless Fowlkes

Brelsford Engineering
Box 1252
Bozeman, MT 59715
John Robbins
Chemistry Department
MSU

Bozeman, MT 59715

Feasibility study of a
garbage burning generation
system

Compost space heater

Alcohol distillation
process using solar heat

~Summer Energy Institute

Solar insolation monitoring
at 30 high schools

Wind-powered electric
generators for municipal
sewer lagoon

Solar domestic hot water
system

Biofuel and other
renewable energy forum

AREA VIII
TENTATITVE

Solar greenhouse renovation’
in Three Forks

Performance monitoring of
solar heating prcjects

Biomass pilot plant

Research in anerobic .
digestion

e

$ 73,314, 0

$ 1,200.0
$ 13,135.0

$ 3,136.0

$ 37,400.0

25,000.00
28,250.00

wr N

$ 4,837.00

$ 6,025.00

$ 11,304.0

$  38,379.¢

'$ 32,800.0

$ 23,000.0



David Ward - ‘ Research in methane $ 14,052.00

A

Dept. of Microbiology conversion
MSU .
Bozeman, MT 59715
Warren Scarrah Testing of barley grain and $ 15,413.00
Dept. of Chem. Engrg. straw in water absorption
MSU from hydrous alcohol
Bozeman, MT 59715
Bair Electric, Inc. Wind-powered electric $ .7,200.00
ZRichard D. Cook system e
Box 725 _ -
Livingston, MT 59047
Harold Johnson - - Wind-powered electric $ 4,800.00
Springdale, MT 59082 system ,
Joseph & Diana Gilliam Solar greenhouse for home $ 5,055.00
" 616 North "L" - heating
Livingston, MT 59047
AREA IX
Wheatland Yellowstone
Golden Valley Treasure
Musselshell Carbon
Sweet Gras Lig Hern
Stillwater
AREA IX
DEFINITE
Bruce Bannister - Wind monitoring at Rosebud $ 5,000.00
Box 795 : - Electric generator, if Also:
Billings, MT 59103 feasible $ 50,000.00 T
’ - Wind monitoring of 10 other $ 10,000.00 T
eastern Montana sites
Davi& Coles ' Wirfd powered electric system §$ 5,541.00
Molt, MT 59057
Alternative Energy Coﬁmunity Energy Outreach $ 15,682.00
Resources Organization Program

424 Stapleton Building
Billings, MT 59101

Harlowton High School Vo-ag solar energy program $ 6,457.00
% Gary Olsen .
Harlowton, MT 59036

Dan Aadland Residential solar addition $ 10,000.00 .
Box 549

Absarokee, MT 59001

Northem Plains Resource Rural energy outreach $ 20,165.00
Council

419 Stapleton Building



George Siemion
Box 484 YRS
Hardin, MT 59034

Ron Cole
670 Sapphire
Billings, MT 59101

Virgil Jones

Klein Star Route
Roundup, MT 59072
Stanley Wiatr

Dept. of Biology
Eastern Montana College
Billings, MT 59101-

Al

Small-scale hydroelectfic
project *

AREA IX
TENTATIVE
Vertical-axis windmill

design

Solar greenhouse

Study of biomass potential

$ 5,000.00%

$ 28,000.00
$ 4,670.00

$ 28,913.00

of fodder beets and cattails

DeVries Alcohol Fuel, Inc. Commercial alcohol plant $100,000.00
Rockvale, MT
Jim Dick Small-scale hydroelectric See note
113 Henry Road system Area I
Billings, MT 59102
James Murnion Small-scale hydroelectric See note
Box 55 system Area 1
Shawmut, MT 59078
AREA X R I S
: 3 "L . P Vo
o N e
\ -~ "P_-n, )‘;\’ e Lq,{‘
TR e
- \\\ -R}J_( ““l ,\l *n\‘%““} i
Rosebud Powder River P '/k‘l *‘1\ :!f\ N r,i_,r‘ .
Custer Carter ! § (lﬁ(fw 7 *F*'!K&
Fallon Vo Ay NS 1 H
) 0 = "‘/‘: v V‘y'.(, ; “ F
g {{’ Py
' .7‘ 's—.—l{-_---,_.a.-...-——-
N ‘\-L_,L
[P T
) AREA X
DEFINITE
Bruce Baangker Wind monitoring at Rosebud
(See Area 1IX, definite)
. -
AREA X
TENTATIVE ) »
Lange Farms, Inc. Commercial alcohol plant $100,000
Box 1232
Miles City, MT 59301

Bruce Bannister

Wind monitoring of eastern
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Energy Research - Biofuels Task Force at MSU

Research projects that would be cut out if the Alternative energy revenue
is reduced would be:
1. Using Montana barley for dehydration of alcohol to reduce energy
input for alcohol production.

2. Factors affecting bioconversion and anaerobic digestion: Stability
with increased production.

3. Rate limitations imposed by methanogen bacteria in methane produc-

tion.

The first project is a start-up project whereas the other two are projects
that have been underway for a few years. The pfojects dealing with methane
production have made good progress thus far. But there are some important
accomplishments that could be made if these projects were to be continued. The
second project has shown ways to improve methane yields and has come up with
practical suggestions for producing methane fuel in Montana. This study has
also discovered a new technique for investigating the processes occurring in
digeﬁters that would greatly simp]ify fhe gathering of information. We are
prepared to pursue the application of this technique but may not be able to
pursue it due to the lack of funds. This technique would be of interest

throughout the world if we are successful.
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I am, Frank Gruber, 4930 Highway 12 West, Helena, owner
of the Brbadwater Athletic Clud and house that is heated com=
ﬁletely with geothermal energy. I am in support of:House Bill

801, line item #20, Energy Planning. I received a $15,000

grant in 1976 in build a demonstration model, using geothermal
energy for heating in a subdivision. With the grant money, I
was successful in designing a heating system for home heatinge.
Because of the cost of reseapch and the limited amount of informa-
tion in this area, I probably would not have done this with my
own money,

Due to the success and information learned from this, I
used a similar type system on the Broadwater Athletic Club. It
also has worked very well,

With this energy saving, I have already exceeded the cost
of the grant. Anybody having access to the resource could
build a similar system for home heating, with this information,
for under $2,000,



FY 1981

GRANTS AWARDFD IN FATL 1980
FROM 'THE

RENFWARLE FMERCY GRANTS PROGRAM

Definite Grants S 480,040.00

Tentative Grants ' : 1,818,948.00

Farmarked for

Requests for Proposals (RFP's) 381,000.00
TOTAL $2,679,988.00

DFPART™FNT OF MNATURAL RESOURCES

AND CONSERVATION

January, 1981



s

GRANT PERIOD SEVEN

FY 1981
Energy Number of Funds Number of Amount of
Category Applications Requested Grants Funding
Received Awarded
Solar 51 $1,232,400 20 $ 361,833*
Wind 34 859,342 12 265,424
Wood 7 199,432 4 34,374
Biomass A1 2,254,777 24 1,276,202
Geothermal 7 194,130 3 118,321
Hydro 15 465,701 7 147,000
Education/
Technical :
Assistance 20 536,997 9 95,834
TOTALS 175 $5,742,779 79 $£2,298,989
*This includes these major -projects:
Hichway Maintenance’ Building, Helena $§ 80,000
Job Service Center, Bozeman 76,000
Medicine Lake High School 75,000

TOTAL $231,000
2/2/81



TN
DETALIL OF SPRING 1981 REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS__(RFP's)

Designs for model carth-
sheltered homes 1a Moontana
.
Development of cutectivd
salt as solar heat storage

Research into solar photo-
chemical energy ia prodnction
of hydrogern

Reduction and aualvs: - ol
data from Wind Manitoring

LLoan Progsrim
Developnent of a wiad yenera-
tor and electrolvsis cell Lo
produce bvdrogen

Wood stove test facility

Rescarch and publication
into building orientations

and solar access in subdivisions

Research and publication of
manual for uassistance to small
businessecs for developuent of
their renewable eneryv gooids
and services capability

Developnent of a howme wnergy
computer to asdlst hoemeownors

in determining the feasibriity
of instailine reovwahle energy

systemz

Puarchase of additionai wind

monitoring cquipment for us
throughout the ooty

$ 10,000.00

$§ 28,000.00

S 50,000.00

& 19,000.00
4 2,000.00

$ 90,000.00

15,000,000

S

$ 70,000.00

$ 50,000.00

s 10,.000.00

¢ 421,000.00



CUMULATIVE MEASURABLE BENEFITS
. CTHROUGH FY 1981

Renewable Energy Bureau staff lhas estimated energy
savings resulting directly from demonstration projects
from the first grants in 1976 through the definite grants
awarded in FY 1981, This direct cumulative savings is
estimated at 803 billion BTU's (British Thermal Units).
This is equivalent to about 138,000 barrels of crude oil
or about $4.5 million at current prices: Significant
additional BTU savings would resul; through the tentative
grants, and indirect savings are aiso happening from demon-
stration grants and from Program—-sponsored research, de-

velopment and commercialization.

In addition to this significant return on investment,
the approximately $5 million in state grant money (including
FY81 definite and tentative funding amounts) is bringing
in more than $62 million in federal or private matching funds
and 1s creating more than 240 permanent, full-“ime jobs, as

well as additional part—-time employment.



AREA|

Lincoln Sanders

Flathead Lake

) AREA I :
DEFINITE

Troy Schools

Z Wayne Fletcher
Drawer O

Troy, MT. 59935

Marc Carstens
Route 1, Box 99
Polson, MT 59860

Richard Wrench
115 Garland Street
Kalispell, MT 59701

Richard Wrench
115 Garland Street
Kalispell, MT 59701

William C. Black
Box 138
Troy, MT 59935

Salish Kootenai ~
Community College ¢

% Gerlad Slater
Box 117
Pablo, MT .59855

Matt Keane
.‘Route 3, Box 19-C
Thompson Falls, MT 59873

James R. Brown
Quinn's Hot Springs
Box 187

Paradise, MT 59857

Dan Miles

AGRI-Fuels Corporation
Box 3371

Polson; ®T 39869

Renewable energy
education program

Alcohol and oil ex-
traction from seed crops

Prototype fireplace
insert

Two '"do-it-yourself"
pamphlets on renewable
energy

Wind-powered electric
system

AREA 1
TENTATIVE

Solar heating, cooling
and lighting of multi-
use facility

Solar heated/earth-
sheltered housing design

Geothermal heating system

Farm-scale alcohol still

1,333,

5,000.

2,000.

4,500.

20,000.

14,000.

5,000,

$ 50,000,

00

00

.00

00

00

00

00

00

00



O
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Energy Engineering ' Major alcohol plant using . $100,000.00
Box 1997 . geothermal heat
Kalispell, MT 59901- .

Vista Lago Land- Small hydroelectric system $ 60,000.00
owners Assoc. for subdivision A :

Jane Pitkin, President

East Lake Shore

Bigfork, MT 59911

AREA 1

TENTATIVE
Orlena Barnard Residential hydroelectric See note belo
1395 Swan Highway - system
Bigfork, MT 59911 ' !
Merle Jore Residential hydroelectric See note belo
Route 2, Box 58A : system
Ronan, MT 59864
NOTE: These and two hydroelectric projects in Area IX- were approved

Glacier Liberty - b
Hill .

Pondera
Toole Blaine

Patrick E. Wyse

contingent on hiring an engineering consultant, through a reques
for proposals process, to provide technical assistance to the
grantees. ‘~The Department approved definite funding of
$16,000.00 for consultant service to all four projects. Also’
approved was definite funding of $16,000.00 for a system at

the most feasible site and tentative funding of $50,000.00 for
systems at the remaining sites. :

AREA I T

"AREA II
DEFINITE

Passive solar heating of $ 15,213.00

406 South Virginia Street 1large commercialbuilding

Conrad, MT 59425 .

AREA II

TENTATIVE
Orville & David Oien Farm-scale methane digester $ 94,045.00
RR 3, Box 89 )

Conrad, MT 29425



AREA Il

Phillips
Valley
Daniels
Sheridan
Roosevelt
Petroleum

Dwain Prellwitz
Box 1408
Malta, MT 59538

Ron Audet
Box 423
Scobey, MT 59263

Harlow Strandlund
Homestead, MT 59242

Randy Holton

Garfield
McCone
Richiand
Dawson
Wibhaux

Archer Star Rt, Box 11

Plentywood, MT 59254

Medicine Lake High School

Karl Fiske, Supt.

Medicine Lake, MT 59247

Ben D. Bollwitt
216 5th St. H.P.
Glendive, MT 59330

AGRI-Processors
%2 Jim Smrcka
Glasgow, MT 59230

David Erickson
735 RKnapp St.
Wolf Point, MT 59201

Bruce Bannister

AREA 11T

DEFINITE
Portable, homemade solar $
furnace
Wood and solar heating $
system
Biomass furnace ’ $
Solar shop heating $

Solar panels for space
heating of school complex

iy

Low-cost solar heating system $
]

AREA IIX
TENTATIVE

Commercial alcohol
plant

Wind-powered electric
system

Wind energy study of eastern
Montana (See Area IX)

2,

4,

1,

12,

900.00

500.00

530.00

000.00

000.00

63,000.00

2,

550.00

$150,000.

$

9,245,



AREA IV ~

Mincral l{avn!ﬁ
Missouln Granite
AREA IV
DEFINITE
Carol & Mike Gauthier Installation and monitoring
. 1364 East Dickinson of low-pollution, wood-fired
Missoula, MT 59801 boiler
Tom Montgomery Feasibility study of using
Wextern Timber forest thinnings as fuel
Utilization Group
2801 Russell
Missoula, MT 59801
Steve Loken Guide to passive solar
1342 Van Buren housing in Montana
Missoula, MT 59801
AREA 1V
TENTATIVE
Benjamin Stout Solar lumber kiln
Forestry School
University of Montana ;
Missoula, MT 59801 :
{
Charles Gividen Solar greenhouse for
Route 1, Box 66-B for home heating

Victor, MT 59875

$ 9,374.00

$ 15,500.00

$ 7,515.00

$ 35,528.00

$ 4,461.00




AREA V

e

Ay

AL
) {
R
Powell Jefferson ""r.r
Lewis & Clark Meavher ,
§

) f .
AREA V
DEFINITE

Tom Harpole

Earth Energy Institute
Box 304

Avon, MT 59713

Lewis and Clark Library
120 S. Last Chance Gulch
Helena, MT 59601

New Weste-n Energy Show
226 Power Block
Helena, M7T 59601

$ 13,321.00

Geothermal greenhouse for
commercial use

Energy collection $ 19,994.00

.development program

AREA V

TENTATIVE
Energy education kit . $§ 21,056.00
for schools



AREA VI

[ 4
Deer Lodee
Silverbow
Jeaverhead
AREA VII
DEFINITE
Western Montana College Feasibility study of . $ 6,000.00
% Thomas Briggs garbage burning generation
Dillon, MT 59725
AREA VII
TENTATIVE
Larry & Peggy Racicot Passive solar/wood stove $ 6,491.00
2040 Roberts residential heating system
Butte, MT 59701 ,
Montana Energy and MHD Feasibility study of $100,000.00
Research and Development -commercial alcohol plant
" Institute (in Anaconda)

Box 3809
Butte, MT 59701

AREA VIII

Madison

Gallatin .

Park I

. AREA VIII

DEFINITE

A. E. npnFana, Inc QOmmercial alcohol facility $ 25,000.00;
B. G. -Kania, Pres. in Amsterdam $ 50,000.00
717 South 14th Avenue : . -
Bozeman, MT 59715
Department of Admin. Solar heating system of $ 76,000.00

A/E Division-Design Bureau Bozeman Job Service building
1500 East Sixth Avepyge
Helend. #F 59601



AREA VI

Teton® Judith Basin
Choteau Fergus
Cascade
AREA VI
DEFINITE
Rick McIntyre Wind monitoring study $ 403.00
Box 686
Hobson, MT 59452
Russell Hansen Solar space and water $ 4,529.00
715 West Pine heating retrofit
Lewistown, MT 59457
AREA VI
TENTATIVE
AG NRG Commercial alcohol facility $200,000.00
% Joe Renders in Great Falls
Box 1243
Helena, Mi 59624
The Fagenstrom Company Prototype solar and earth- $ 7,000.00
Box 2623 sheltered building '
Great Falls, MT 59403
Sun Prairie Energy Feasibility study of $ 10,000.00
7 Mary Holtz commercial alcohol plant
Route #1 _ _
Fairfield, MT 59436 -Purchase of boiler, if $ 60,000.00
feasible
Dave & Vicki Gustafson Farm-scale wind-powered $ 3,175.00
Box 162 generator
Simms, MT 59477 ) )
Charles Bronec : Farm-scale alcohol plant $ 37,000.00
Star Route
Geraldine, MT 59446
Fergus Electric Wind monitoring study $ 51,410.00
Cooperative’, Inc.
% Dick Peck '
Box 58 4
Lewistown, MT 59547
Clark Carter Study of aspen as alcohol $ 32,800.00
101 Mountain View feedstock
Lewistown, MT 59457 ’ ‘ .
Richard Meade Energy self-sufficient $ 50,000.00

4600 1bsn Avenue North village using biomass
great Falls, MT 59401 :



David Ward

Dept. of Microbiology
MSU ‘

"Bozeman, MT 59715

Warren Scarrah

Dept. of Chem. Engrg.
MSU

Bozeman, MT 59715 -
Bair Electric, Inc.
ZRichard D. Cook

Box 725 )
Livingston, MT 59047
Harold Johnson
Springdale, MT 59082

Joseph & Diana Gilliam

616 North "L"
Livingston, MT 59047

Research in methane
conversion

Testing of barley grain and
straw in water absorption

from hydrous alcohol

Wind-powered electric
system

Wind-powered electric
system

Solar greenhouse for home

heating

$  14,052700%

Fes

$ 15,413.00

$ 7,200.00

$ 4,800.00

$ 5,055.00

AREA IX A
Wheatland Yellowstone ‘-\‘\-; BN
Golden Valley Treasure N .
Musselshell Carbon T

Sweet Gray
Stillwater

Bruce Bannister
Box 795
Billings, MT 59103

David Coles
Molt, MT 59057

Alternative Energy

Resources Organization
424 Stapleton Building

Billings, MT 59101
Hériowton High School
Z Gary Olsen
Harlowton, MT 59036

Dan Aadland
Box 549
Absarokee, MT 59001

Northem Plains Resource

Council

£1a otanleton 2ntldino

Big Horn

AREA IX
DEFINITE

- Wind monitoring at Rosebud’
-~ Electric generator, if

feasible

-~ Wind monitoring of 10 other
eastern Montana sites

Wind powered electric systecm

Community Energy Outreach

Program

Vo-ag solar energy program

Residential solar addition

Rural energy outreach

$ 5,000.

Also:

$ 50,000.
$ 10,000.

$ 5,541.

$ 15,682

$ 6,457.

00

00
00

00

.00

00

$ 10,000.00

$ 20,165.

00
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Statement In Support of House Bill No. 801:
An Act to Increase Funding During the Biennium Ending June 30, 1981

Specifically: Energy Planning Item $2,500,00 of Earmarked Revenue for
SB-86 Renewable Energy Research and Development Program

DR. JERRY D, PLUNKETT,
PRESIDENT OF MONTANA ENERGY AND MHD

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE, INC.
Butte, Montana

Presented:
March 23, 1981
Room 104, State Capital Building

7 p.m,

(This statement reflects the professional opinions and judgments of the
author and is not an official policy position adopted by the MERDI Board
of Directors.)



Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee, ladies and gentlemen, it is
indeed my pleasure to appear this evening in support of the immediate release
of funds to further enhance the fine work being done under SB-86 renewable
energy research and development program.

I would like to take this opportunity to make a few relevant observations
and recommendations with respect to SB-86 operations and management by the
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation.

Program Failures and Complaints:

*

Certain general criticisms leveled at the program simbply miss the point
or are invalid. It is true that many research and develomment programs fail
or do not achieve the expected results. This is precisely the reason for
the state supporting projects, many of which may not succeed. Those that do
achieve the results desired have high returns that make the overall program
a sound investment.

Keep in mind that projects carried out by private firms are based upon
the same general philosophy, but usually entail lower risks in keeping with
the desire for as high and immediate return as possible.

EXXON has recently announced that the development of a new energy saving
electric motor has been dropped as a new product even though this very develop-
ment was announced with great fanfare less than two years ago. Thus, even
though EXXON invested $1.4 billion in a firm and proceeded with what appeared
as a sure thing, the end result was a failure. Such is R&D, and the SB-86
program will not be different.

There is reason to ask why the State of Montana and the taxpayers should
pay for the renewable R& program. The answer is very simple-the farmers
and ranchers, as well as the small businessmen, cannot individually make the
investment due to narrow or negative profit margins. In order for these
businesses to keep pace with the rest of the world's businesses, and to
enhance their productivity as well as further increase Montana jobs and °
business activity, R& is essential, especially R&D directed toward Montana's
immediate and future renewable energy needs.

With respect to the criticism that wood-burning stoves are being purchased
for test...specific projects in the wood burning area may not have been as
useful as they could have been. However, western and central Montana contain
large amounts of timber, logging residues, mill residues, and dead and downed
timber that can be used by ordinary citizens harvesting from the public
lands with chain saws and pickup trucks or could be sold to others.

Yet the utilization of this resource is restricted, or will be so in
the future, due to the very large environmental insult from existing wood
stoves. Wood, by its chemical nature, contains no sulfur yet is difficult
to burn in a pollution free manner with present stove designs. Even airtight
models simply sit and cook off large quantities of aerosols under the best
of operating conditions and using the greatest care. It is a matter of
greatest urgency that new wood-burning equipment for homes and small commercial
buildings be developed. This must be a matter of high priority for SB-86
R&D.



Program Direction

The SB-86 program was established to promote innovations and to demonstrate
renewable energy technology particularly smaller scale technology for individuals
and small businesses. Two years ago, the bill was amended to allow commercial
production of energy, for example, via alcohol plants and electric wind generators,
I strongly supported this change, and I believe it has added an important
dimension to the program,

However, further changes are needed. Since many solar homes are now in
place and working and other renewable energy systems have been installed at
diverse points around the state, it is now possible for the most average residents
of the state to drive only a short distance to see a model home that may be of
interest. Thus, while the demonstration program will always need to continue
filling in gaps with existing renewable energy systems and put in place new
developments and innovations as the state-of-the-art matures, halance must
shift to other areas or it will become bogged down in marginal or useless
activities,

Any R&D program starts with new ideas, and moves toward a product or
service that is used individually, or more commonly bought or sold in the
private sector. Because, the SB-86 program funding was wisely designed to
increase, as time passes, the funds are increasing. These funds can be wisely
used or badly misused if we are not careful to understand the changing needs
and requirements, ‘

The two hazards are that funds could be thrown away in massive bureaucratic
studies or piddled away in tiny little research projects that while each contribut
a paper for some professional and provide a tidy little morsel for a researcher,
but does nothing to enhance the economy of Montana. Thus, the balance of SB-86
must shift from innovation, research, and resource studies to the support of
the some 30 small firms that are now established in fertile soil, but need
capital to grow.

When 1 say this, I would appear to be talking against the interests of
MERDI since our people being researchers, and good ones, can research and
study as long as someone will foot the bill., There will always be a need for
studies and research, but not all plants are equally good for crops. So, we
must be increasingly selective or this legislature and the taxpayers will be
supporting the growth of technological weeds.

1 would emphasize that results-oriented, problem-solving technology can
benefit the State of Montana, and as results are produced, then MERDI will
benefit. We cannot hit the bull's eye every time, but we can hit often enough
for it to be an important factor in the economic maturity and enrichment of
Montana.

MERDI supported the development of fuel alcohol even before it was popular.
We believed that it was in the interest of the farmers and ranchers of Mqptana
to diversify their markets and to increasingly control the processing of their
products. To my knowledge, we were the only organization that has publicly
and consistently supported grain fuel ethanol development. We still don't

-



know how profitable or how extensive its use will become, but it's important

that we find out. MERDI's support of fuel ethanol was originally funded with

our own few dollars because we felt it important to counteract the negative
professional opinion prevailing at that time. Thank goodness that this situation
has reversed, and I hope we can now defend the fuel alcohol program against

its new supporters as we did from its skeptics. While studies that support

new ideas will always be needed, we must not g1ve out vast sums in small amounts
for generating what has been descr1bed as LPU's or least publishable units.

That is support for the smallest amount of data that will allow one more research

paper or report to be published to further clutter up resumes and the technical
literature.

Massive Studies to be Avoided

Due to the variable nature of solar, wind, and precipitation, it is a
golden opportunity for endless and essentially useless studies. It is possible
to consider measuring the flux of the natural elements on every square yard of
the State of Montana for every second. While this data is essentially useless,
it sounds great to be assessing the renewable energy resources of Montana, but
much data is not worth the cost of collection. If the legislature is to protect
us all from the endless expansion of the gathering of useless data, then it
must set firm policies with respect to these type studies. Resource assessment
is important, in a broad sense, to direct the setting of priorities for selecting
from various technological developments, but never an end in itself.

As a perfect examﬁle of this type of pathet1c bird, I point to that incred-
ible inflated turkey the "REV" study. REV stands for Renewable Energy Viability

study which was conceived as a quick six (6) months study by four (4) people

to draw in broad strokes the overall renewable energy potential of Montana to

an accuracy of * 10%. No great amounts of detail were gathered but a sufficient
amount to allow proper support for a diversified R& program based upon sound
resource data.

The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation personnel, plus
selected friendly consultants nestled nearby in Helena, and similar comfortable
nests, have now blown this sound and badly needed study up to over $1 million
dollars, and there is no end in sight for this inflated but meatless turkey.
"It is said that only $200,000 of Montana State money is to be used, and the
rest will come from the feds. That is pure pie-in-the sky. Let's see the
contract or letter-of-agreement from the Department of Energy.

Based upon a lack of substance, need, direction, purpose, and common
sense, I specifically request that this absurd REV study NOT be funded with

any of these funds I am asking to be released. Further, that a study be done
in the DNRC to see who has so much idle time to put together such trivia.

How the Funds Should be Spent

1.0 Immediately Find Small Grants -- Demonstration

While the bureaucracy is busy feathering its own nest, there are a
number of projects that were submitted in 1980 by citizens from over the



State that were evaluated and found to be worthwhile., These projects
remain unfunded. The first priority should be to get this money to these
grantees as quickly as possible so they can plan to get started this
summer; thus, the funds can be most effectively spent. All projects
under $25,000 should be granted immediately and those over $25,000 re-
reviewed before action is taken. I would point out that the only proposal
that I think MERDI has submitted, and which is now approved, falls in the
reevaluation group.

2.0 Continue Funding Useful Research and Innovations

Fund projects that are submitted in response to priority areas, such
as but not limited to, low pollution, high efficiency wood stoves and
furnaces.

3.0 Major Program Direction for 1981

Since the present bill refers to $2.5 million and the expected fiscal
year coal tax income for SB-86 is $2.6 million the total is $5.1 million.
If $600,000 is set aside for previously approved and new grants, this
would leave $4.5 million remaining. I would recommend that ALL of this
be put into a special fund to be used as a starting fund in support of
SB-141, This bill provides for authority to be given to the Department
of Natural Resources and Conservation to make loans through the financial
institutions in Montana for the commercialization of alternative renewable
energy. -

This bill is so logical, so timely, and important that I urge the
legislature to pass it and further, to provide a substantial fund to
get this program moving again. Moreover, I would urge the concentration
on the production of fuel alcohol as the prime initial target. Further,
I think an additional $10.5 million of coal tax interest revenues be
added to provide a total of $15.0 million for alcohol plants. All these
funds should be made only in the form of loans, not grants. The State
cannot and should not give grants to everyone. HNow that grain fuel
ethanol is on the verge of commercial success, the funds provided by
the state should be paid back if successful businesses are established.
Of course if they fail, no payment would be required. The pay back
provision will properly tend to 1imit the amount of funds requested
and reduce the establishment of new but dependent industries.

It is vital that the State of Montana step in to fully support
fuel alcohol production now that the federal government has reduced or
eliminated its alcohol program.

Conclusion and Recommendation

I recommend the passage of HB-801 with ‘the amendment that $1.9 million

of these funds be set aside to support a loan program for alcohol and other
renewable energy production and related manufacturing activities.

Further, I strongly recommend that SB-141 be enacted as a companion
bill to give new direction to the alternative renewable energy program
by providing the capital needed to establish a viable new economic activity
to enhance and support agriculture in Montana.

4
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" HORIZON LODGE &<

70| South Wisconsin Stree! RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

Conrad, Montana 59425
278-3233

March 20, 1981

To:s Art Lund
"Reference: House Bill 801

Horizon Lodge ﬁ 236 ﬁUD Elderly Housing project, was the
recipient of a grant to provide solar energy to preheat the
domestic hot water for 96 low income elderly. This project is
providing monthly savings of $2.5U4 per person.

I feel the proposed bill would allow an expansion of re-
search and development at the layman level for additional projects
in the state. I believe it is essential that funds be provided

- to scientifically'monitor existing projects, providing additional
data that will be useful to all citiiens in their individual effort

to develop alterhate energy sources.

Sincerely,

P7) et & il

Major T. Caldwell
Administrator
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hello. My name is Patsy Reimche. My husband and I farm by Nashua in Northeast
Montana. I am representing W.I.F.E.(Women Involved in Farm Econamics). I am the
State Gaschol Chairman for W.I.F.E. I am here to support the Renewable Energy
Program within HB 801. W.I.F.E. feels that this program has focused its attene=én

on the potential of Agriculture to be an energy producer.

Of the $1.8 million in tentative grants that were awarded, pending release of
the funds by tids legislature, $1.3 million woﬁld go to projects directly épplicable
 to agricultural use. We feel this is a big boost to our industry.

W.I.F.E. has been a strong pramoter of alcohol fuels for the last 4 years. We
have sent a convoy to Washington D.C., had the first alcochol still in the state and
brought the first Gasohol to Momtana. We have put on workshops all around the state
with the stove-top still promoting alchhol protein by—anduct. Some of you may have
seen the demonstmation here in the Calitol last Thursday. That same still was invitet
to Washington D. C. where the demonstratoon was given in the Senate and House Ag
Committees. Some of our members have invested dollars in commercial plants in Montan:
We really do believe in the viatility of alcohol as a source of fuel and the by-
product as a high protein luman food.

w.I.F.VE. will continue to promote and support alcochol fuel. And we hope the
state of Montana will push forward too. This program can do a lot for Montana and itz
people. W.I.F.E. urges you to support this pcrtion of HB 801.

Thank You for your time.
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE, MONTANA HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES, HEARING ON HOUSE BILI. 801, MONDAY,, MARCH 23, 198

Bl L a7

I am #iilour E. Scott, Great Falls, a member of the board

of directors and the executive committee of Ag/NRG, Inc., a group
of Montanans planning the construction and operation of a 1 million
gallon annual capacity fuel alcohol plant in Cascade county.

I appear today to support House Bill 801 to increase the
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation budget during
the biennium ending June 30, 1981, specifically in regard to
the $2,500,000 earmarked revenue for the renewable energy program
account.,

Qur organization, nine of the ten investors of which are
agricultural producers, including myself, frahkly admits to a
self-interest in this legislation as our proposal to the department
has received tentative approval for a $200,000 loan based on the
outcome of the bill before you.

But, we also have a larger public interest in the developmenf
of a fuel alcohol industry in Montana, through which the state
might contribute to the energy self-sufficiency of the nation.
| If this basic economic development 1s to come to Montana,
it will be through incentive inspired by the state, because of
the recent withdrawal of federal support.

| ‘Our own project is at the critical stage of securing financing
for construction and these funds could be instrumental in that
achievement.

This added state support‘could make our facility §ne of
the earliest entries into the alcohol industry in Montana and
we are pledged to act as a demonstration project.‘supplying all.
of oﬁr information aﬁd experiences to -others.

iwe have acquired a site in northeast Great Falls, and with
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the engineering assistance of the Montana Energy and MHD Research
and Development Institute, Inc., Butte, have completed our process
and deslign and prepared bid specifications for construction and
equipment.

Ours will be a plant which can be duplicated throughout
Montana, keeping the maximum amount of the construction and equipment
costs in Montana, and the design objective has been for as simple
a process as possible, with the maximum number of components
able to be made in Montana,

#We have agreed to make the plant layout and engineering
-'designs available to anyone in Montana for the cost of reproduction.
A1l plant technical information and, within proper business practice
limits, fiscal information also will be made available.

Additionally, when construction is completed and production
begins, visits to the plant, within the limits of safety and
sound fiscal operations, will be welcomed by any interested Montana
citizens.

This is an industry uniquely suited to Montana's resources
and capabilities. WWith the known gasohol potential and the
anticipated diesel-alcohol technology breakthroughs, Montana
can benefit greatly from in-state processing of our agricultural
products as opposed to our traditional captivity of paying the
freight both ways.

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, we need your
support.

Thank you for hearing me out, for your interest in Montana
agriculture, and hopefully for putting Montana in.the forefront

of the fuel alcohol industry.

#aH
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I am a D.N.R.C. grant recipiént of D.N.R.C. grant # 603-772 in the amount
of $14,050.

These funds have been used to construct a 12 KW Hyro-electric plant on our
small ranch S.W. of Superior, Mt. In conjunction with the hydro plant,

we have also built, with our own financing an mostly concrete 2,000 sq.ft.

modern all electric,energy efficient, subterranean house. This project has
been very difficult and has spanded a time period from 1977 to the present.
We have personally expended a great deal of our money and our time on the

project, to a point where now the project has taken all of our personally
available funds and then some.

The first problem was encountered in 1977 when we tried to get adequate
“information on specific hydro-electric plants that are available and engineered
on our site. We quickly learned that competent people and firms in this field
are far inbetween. This has not subatantially changed today. The large firms
that have a history in hydro are not interested nor can they economically
handle such small projects. Most of the firms in small hydro are relatively
new and small, without a history and without financial capability to protect
the comsumer.

Our second problem was financing. Financing was virtually impossible. We

were truned down by all the lacal lending sources including the F.L.B. It

was only with a letter to the White House that we were able to get F.H.A.
insurance under F.H.A.'s 233 experimental housing program. Even with F.H.A.
insurance, because of the nature of the project, it took another 6 months

to get an construction loan. I should point out that my drgree is in

finance and my profession is as a Real Eastate Broker and thus I probably

have an advantage over the average person. I don't believe that the average
person would have been able to overcome the financial hurdle and I don't believe
I would have been able to either without the aid of D.N.R.C. The success at
this point need to be laid at the door of D.N.R.C. Without their-aid, I believe
we would have failed at this point.

One might think, as we did, thafgé contractor selected, with F.H.A. insurance,
and with the construction financing finally obtained, we had the major problems
solved -- wrong! We quickly learned that there were numerous State and Federal
permits to get. Eight in all. We got permits from Mt. D.N.R.C., Local Soil
Conservation Destrict, Mt. Dept. of Fish and Game, Mt. Historical Society, Mt.
Dept. of Health and Environmental Sciences, U.S.F.S., U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Services, and a license from U,S.F.E.R.C., This process took a very great deal
of personal time and approx. 2 years to accomplish. At no time during this
process, were Wwe even assured of success and we were even discouraged by some
federal agencies. I should add that all of our problems and delays encountered
in the permit process came from the Federal level and that the State agencies
in all cases were efficient , exceedingly polite, encouraging, and pleasant A
to deal with. The Federal agencies have spent in excess of the D.N.R.C. grant
‘in just processing paper. We have also had to-date two inspections from an
engineer with the F.E.R.C. out of San Fran. Of all the problems, this permit
process was an excellant introduction to the bureacratic night-mare that so
many talk about and was perhaps the most discouraging of all our problems.
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With the encouragement and the synpathic ear of D.N.R.C., we perhaps would not
have been able to overcome this hurdle also. I do know that the average consumer
will not be able to tolerate such barriers without aid and guidance.

As if these problems were not enough, we also suffered contractor probiems.

As I earlier pointed out.- the contractors and engineers in this field are

far in-between and don't always have a track record to judge them by and aren't
of size to be able to adequately financally protect the consumer if problems
arise. Our contractor exceedly delayed us and we had to live in our new house
for a year and half without adequate power. This was during the hard winter of
1979 and was very trying to us both physically and mentally. I'm happy to report
however that this unexpected test of the efficiences of the subterranean house
design proved sucessfull and the house was able, without 1ts electric heating
source, to keep my. famlly warm,

I don't mean for my emphasis on our difficulties to distract from our sucesses.
We did get financial insurance from F.H.A., a first in the nation for a energy
efficient, subterranean house and.for a house not on public power. This is of
primary importance to others who wish to do the same of simular to us. Without
financing, middle America won't be able to afford alternative energy sources or
conservation. We have also indentified and complied with and have received all
the required permit. We have proved the efficiencies of the subterranean house
and the reliablity of the small scale hydro-electric turbim. We have opened our
place to the public and have had two newspaper articles and two 3 hr. television
features done on the project and its efficiencies. We have had perhaps over
1,000 people to look at the house and the turbin and have advised them on their
questions. I am happy to report thHatmany of these people indicated they are
going to follow our example. We learned that problems are the handmaiden of
pioneering and experimentation. The risks and problems are to gregat for indiv-
‘iduals alone to tackle,

All we have accomplished has been at great personal cost and only because of the
" personal intense interest and time we have expended and because of the aid,
advise, and encouragement fof D.N.R.C.

‘T submit to you that we have earned the money we have received from D.N.R.C.
and I further submit thmt the funds have been effectively spent. The D.N.R.C.
has been a source of immense and invaluable help to us. They have been a
pleasent, very efficient and effective agency to deal with. I am proud to be
associated with them on this project. I, and those who have benefited fxom
our work, owe them and thus you, ladies and gentlemen, a great deal of

thanks.

Thank you.
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Mr. Chairman and Committee
My name is linda Nielsen. I am from Nashua, Montana and I represent Montana !
Agri-Processors. I am here in support of the Renewable Energy Program in HB 801.
Alcohol a@s a fuel is ‘a new business to nany of us and is very risky. We feel‘
that support from State funds shows that we in the State are looking to the future.
Coal is non-renewable and this money will be put into a remewable source. The |
economic impact could be real valuable in the --ay of utilizing our own products.
Freight would be processed locally and the protein supplement is very beneficial.
To be self-sustaining in the future years, we have to look for alternate ways of
finding and using our energy sources.
The release of these funds would greatly help us as we are dollar poor and

we do urge you to reiease these funds and support this portion of 32 801/
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