
MINUTES OF THE MEET~NG OF THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 
~mRCH 23, 1981 

The meeting was called to order by CHAIRMAN LUND at 8:00 a.m. 
in Room 104, State Capitol, with all members present. 

HEARINGS. 

HB 658. 

REP. JOHN SHONTZ, District 53, testified as sponsor of HB 658, 
stating that the bill would provide for a second district court 
judge in the 7th Judicial District. He stated that the cost 
would be $25,015 for the biennium and that Richland County 
would pick up support costs of $17,000. 

REP. SHONTZ stated that the District covers Wibaux, Dawson, 
Richland and McCone Counties. He stated that the reason for 
the request was the impact fromfue coal and gas industry. He 
added that these four counties put about $53,000,000 into the 
State treasury. 

MR. GARY THOGERSEN, Attorney, Sidney, MT, provided the Co~nittee 
with Exhibits 1 and 2 (attached). He stated that that existing 
caseload is a very serious problem, increasing 33% between 1980 
and 1981, or a minimum of 1,600 cases in 1981 compared to 1,200 
cases in 1980. He stated that the anticipated caseload for 
FY 82 is 2,100-2,200. 

MR. THOGERSEN stated that judges in the 7th Judicial District 
travel 14,000 miles compared with 3,900 miles for judges in the 
First Judicial District. He stated that the judge in Havre 
traveled 13,000,miles, but that the figure was misleading. He 
stated that Havre doesn't have near the potential for an in
creased caseload, as the 7th Judicial District. 

MR. THOGERSEN stated that there is space in the Richland County 
Courthouse for a second judge. He stated that there is a prob
lem with trial date, injunctions, etc., as the judge is in 
Sidney only once a week. He stated that Judge Gilbranson would 
try to set a policy for the new judge to keep his office in 
Sidney. 

JUDGE GILBRANSON testified by telephone, due to the cost of 
traveling to Helena and time constraints. He stated that in 
1980, he closed out 1,100 files and that judges in Wolf Point, 
and Glasgow only heard 600 and 500 cases, respectively, in 
1980. 

JUDGE GILBRANSON stated that he feels Yellowstone River water 
to Wibaux County will have a tremendous development impact on 
the judicial district. 

MR. OTTO HABIDANK, Sidney, also testified by phone, stating that 
he feels there is a shortage of time for research, which causes 



MINUTES OF THE MEETI.NG OF THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 
MARCH 23, 1981 PAGE 2 

a greater appeal load in the Supreme Court. 

MR. H.R. OBERT, Public Defender, Richland County, stated that 
until recently 500 persons were getting mail via general de
livery in Sidney. He stated that an increase in criminal lit
igation was anticipated in Sidney and that if timely injunc
tions could not be obtained, the result might be increased costs 
to the landowner for oil production delays. 

MR. DALE COX, Attorney, Glendive, testified by phone. He stated 
that attorneys in Dawson, Wibaux and McCone Counties support 
HB 658. He stated that the number of attorneys in Glendive 
has increased by 100% in the past few years and that the number 
of attorneys in the other three counties has also increased. 

MR. RUSSELL MCDONAUGH, Attorney, Glendive, stated his support of 
HB 658, by phone. 

MR. JIM SIMONTON, Dawson County Attorney, stated that there was 
an anticipated increase in the criminal caseload and that he was 
concerned. 

MR. SIMONTON stated that he anticipates more trials, which will 
impede upon time for civil litigation. Mr. Simonton's testimony 
was also given by phone. 

SEN. LARRY TVEIT, District 27, Richland and Dawson Counties, 
stated his support of HB 658. 

REP. JOHN RYAN, District 79, also stated his support of the bill. 

There were no opponents to the bill. 

REP. MOORE asked why there was an increase in civil litigation 
and what kind of litigation was being filed, other than gas and 
oil suits. 

JUDGE GILBRANSON stated that the increase is in all types of 
cases, and not just oil and gas suits. 

REP. HURWITZ asked how many research assistants and secretaries 
the judge had. Judge Gilbranson replied that he had none. 

REP. BENGTSON asked how the caseload would be divided. Judge 
Gilbranson replied that it would be worked out as problems arose 
and that if a judge were placed in Sidney, that judge would 
handle the caseload there and would require training time. 

REP. BARDANOUVE stated that he was concerned with the method in 
which judges were appointed. He stated that he feels the Com
mittee should be addressing reorganization of judges. 

REP. SHONTZ stated that he feels redistricting will take up to 
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four years. 

REP. BENGTSON asked if there were adequate jail space for persons 
awaiting criminal trial. REP. SHONTZ stated that the Richland 
County jail is three years old and is already short of space. 

MR. THOGERSEN stated that if McCone County were placed in the 
15th Judicial District, it would be of some help, but not for 
Sidney. 

REP. SHONTZ stated that he agrees with REP. BARDANOUVE that re
districting of judges is needed, but that he feels speedy jus
tice is also needed. 

JUDGE GILBRANSON stated that he has been hearing about redis
tricting for 15 years, but that he has seen no action yet. 

REP. QUILICI asked why there were 14 criminal cases and 74 
civil cases over 180 days old. Judge Gilbranson stated that 
those figures were inaocurate. He stated that there were 100 
cases pending in the 7th District and that he was behind by 100 
cases in 1980. 

REP. WALDRON stated that a bill had been introduced to raise the 
civil case limit that a justice of the peace can handle, to 
$1,500. Judge Gilbranson stated that this would not affect his 
district. 

REP. HURWITZ asked why there is no secretary or law clerk. Judge 
Gilbranson stated that he is working on getting a secretary and 
that he feels a law clerk won't help in decision-making, but 
that it would help somewhat. 

REP. SHONTZ, in closing, stated that he feels Judge Gilbranson 
has a heavy caseload, as trial dates are booked one year ahead 
for civil cases in Richland County. He stated that the judge 
would be elected and would not take office until January 1983. 
He asked the Committee to support HB 658. 

HB 355. 

REP. ROBERT SIVERTSEN, District 37, Havre, testified as sponsor 
of HB 355, stating that there was a problem in certifying Montana 
as a Brucellosis-free State. He stated that there was a prob
lem with cattle coming into the state and that he has introduced 
another bill requiring that incoming cattle be vaccinated against 
Brucellosis. . 

REP. SIVERTSEN stated that there are seven herds and 1,070 cattle 
with the disease in Blaine County. He added that the disease 
is contagious to humans. 
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MR. MONS TEIGEN stated that the bill is designed to clean up 
disease in Montana and that it is endorsed by the NFO, Montana 
Cowbelles, Montana Livestock Association, WIFE. 

DR. JIM GLOSSER, DVM, and Administrator, Animal Health Divi
sion, Department of Livestock, stated that he supports the bill. 
He stated that his primary concern is for human health in Mon
tana, as Brucellosis is debilitating to humans and there has 
been an increase in the disease among cattle owners with the 
disease. 

... 
DR. GLOSSER stated that there was a problem in that many per
sons feel the State should not compensate herd owners for in
fected cattle. He stated that in 1951, the Montana cattle 
industry was asked to participate in a program to fight Bru
cellosis. He stated that the USDA, the State and the industry 
put money into the program and that $1,000,000,000 has been in
vested in the program overall. He stated that since 1976 there 
has been little progress in combating the remaining 1% of the 
disease. 

DR. GLOSSER stated that $286,000 is requested to cover seven 
remaining infected herds in Montana, of which $96,000 would be 
Federal funds. He stated that the goal was to arrive at a 
Brucellosis-free State certification by January, /1982. 

.. 

DR. GLOSSER stated that he feels if this is not done, the cost 
to the industry in fighting the disease would double. He stated 
that passing HB 355, would speed up deregulation of the industry. 

There were no opponents to the bill. 

REP. ~OORE asked if Brucellosis were a genetic disease. Dr. 
Glosser replied that it was not a bacterial disease and that it 
was transmitted at birth. He stated that birds can carry in
fected tissues and that it can be contracted by drinking milk 
from infected cows. He stated that the incubation period can 
now be as long as eight months and that a diagnosis may not be 
made for up to two years and symptoms may not show. He stated 
that the meat from an infected animal may be salvaged, but that 
there is no economical cure for the disease. 

REP. THOFT asked if replacement cattle were susceptible to the 
disease. He stated that there have been a few incidents in 
vertical lineage but that heifers in these herds would be spayed. 

REP. HURWITZ asked why the problem belonged to the State instead 
of the industry. 

REP. WALDRON asked why $500,000 was requested in the bill, when 
Dr. Glosser stated that only $286,000 was needed. Dr. Glosser 
stated that the Agriculture Committee wrote the bill. 
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REP. WALDRON asked Why vaccinat~on was not mandatory, Dr. 
Glosser stated that~lOO% level o~ vaccination could never be 
obtained. 

DR. GLOSSER stated that in 1982 a health certificate will be 
required before cattle may be shipped to Iowa. 

REP. CONROY asked what happened to the herd in Missoula. Dr. 
Glosser stated that the cattle in Missoula finally tested 
clean when one cow was eliminated, but that it took seven years. 

DR. GLOSSER stated that there are still problems with Leptosporo
sis and Vibriosis and that the State is not doing well with 
other diseases. He stated that no pure-bred cattle are involved 
in the Brucellosis infection and that he is getting good coop- . 
eration in Blaine County on the problem. He stated that he still 
feels that there will continue to be a-cooperation problem in 
some areas. 

REP. BARDANOUVE stated that the problem in Blaine County devel
oped with a veterinarian whose herd had Brucellosis. He stated 
that the veterinarian hid the fact for some time, thus infect
ing other herds. 

CHAIRMAN LUND asked why the herds were not cleaned up by the 
owners. 

REP. SIVERTSEN stated that he feels the Board of Livestock has 
not done its job in the past and that there was a problem with 
the county attorney in Blaine County, who refused to file an in
junction. He stated that he feels the cattle should be quaran
tined until the herds are cleaned up. 

REP. STOBIE asked what the alternative course of action would be 
if the herds were not cleaned up. Dr. Glosser stated that there 
would be increased regulation via Federal action. He stated 
that HB 355 would force owners to sell those herds, but that it 
would still take an additional 18 months of testing to make 
certain that the disease is eradicated. 

REP. THOFT asked what assurance there is that the disease will 
be totally eradicated. 

REP. STOBIE asked if an amount of less than $500,000 would be 
acceptable in the bill. Dr. Glosser replied that it would be. 

HB 810. 

CHAIRMAN LUND stated that the bill would authorize the governor 
to enter into agreement with other states to preserve rail 
services from Jonathan; MN to Miles City, MT and provide an 
appropriation. 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 
MARCH 23, 1981 PAGE 6 

MR. KErrnETH D. CLARK, Representative, United Transportation 
Union, stated. his support of HB 810. 

MS. JO BRUNNER, WIFE, stated her support of HB 810. 

MR. PETER JACKSON, Western Environmental Trade Association, 
stated his support of HB 810. 

MR. J. T. MULAR, State Director, Brotherhood of Airline and 
Railway Workers, stated his support of HB 810. He stated he 
feels Eastern Montana is the gateway for grain and coal. 

NEP.HUBERT ABRAHAMS, District 66, Wibaux, stated his support 
of HB 810. 

MR. JOHN DELANO, Montana Railroad Association, stated his 
support of HB 810. 

REP. MOORE asked if this were a continuation of the Milwaukee 
Railroad and how many dollars other states would contribute. 

MR. MULAR stated that funding would be 80% state and 20% Federal. 

REP. QUILICI asked why the rail line would not be all across 
Montana. He stated that he feels that if coal is shipped over
seas, adequate rail facilities will be needed to go West. 

MR. CLARK stated that the rail planners put $200,000 into the 
rail line from Miles City to the Montana-North Dakota border. 
He stated that if the Milwaukee dumps this section, the State 
won't even be able to consider rails west of Miles City. 

REP. THOFT asked if the Milwaukee were doing this just to get 
the States to pick up the bill. REP. SHONTZ stated that the 
Milwaukee is not a Land Grant Railroad. 

HB 45. 

REP. JOHN VINCENT, District 78, Bozeman, testified as sponsor 
of HB 45, stated that the original bill would have had a formula 
and would have been on-going. He stated that if HB 45 passes, 
certain benefits would occur on a one-time only basis. 

REP. VINCENT stated that with the automatic approach, a com
mitment would be made by those currently working with the 
system and that there would be an increase for some persons 
and that some would be precluded for participa~ion. 

REP. VINCENT stated that the bill would establish certain mini
mum benefits and a $450 minimum for Police and Highway Patrol
men, with a $300 minimum for all others. He stated that some 
Police and Highway Patrolmen were not covered by Social Security 
benefits. 
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REP. VINCENT stated that the formula for the cost-of-living 
increase would be $.50 times the number~of years worked. He 
stated that a retirement income of $675 p~r month would have 
to increase to $913 to keep up with inflation and that since 
this kind of increase is unrealistic, the formula given was 
devised. He stated that there would be a $1~.50 per month 
increase in pensions . 

REP. VINCENT proposed that the Committee consider using $1.50 
per year, as he feels $.50 is an insignificant increase. He 
stated that the actuary feels that the attached fiscal note is 
$500,000 too high. He stated that there were no general fund 
dollars involved and that funding would be received from 
employee contributions. 

~~.GLENN MUELLER, District 21, Libby, Montana, stated that the 
original Fiscal Note was over $18,000,000. He stated 
that the current fiscal note is $1,789,000 with a cost of 
$950,100 for minimum monthly benefits and $829,970 for the 
benefit increase. 

REP. MUELLER stated that there was a $648,000,000 unfunded 
liability to date in the State. He stated that the sponsors 
tried not to increase unfunded liability in the proposal. 

MR. G.V. ERICKSON, Montana Retired Teacher's Association, stated 
that retired persons on fixed incomes have life savings wiped 
out by inflation. He stated his support of HB 45. 

MR. JESSE LONG, Montana School Administrators, stated his 
support of HB 45. 

MR. TOM SCHNEIDER, Executive Director MPEA, stated his support 
of HB 45. He stated that the Highway Patrol has never received 
a benefit increase since 1946, along with the Game Wardens and 
Sheriffs. 

MR. LARRY NACHTSHEIM, Public Employees Retirement Division, 
Department of Administration, stated his support of the bill. 

MR. BOB JOHNSON, Teachers Retirement System, stated his support 
of HB 45. 

MR. JIM JENSEN, Low-Income Senior Citizens advocate stated 
his support of HB 45 and endorsed the amendment to the bill. 

MR. MIKE MORRIS, Retired Police Officers, State of Montana, 
stated that he was speaking for officers who retired after 
1975 and that he supported the bill. 
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MR. JOE WOLF, Budget Director, Butte-Silver BoW, stated that 
he feels this is a much better program. 

REP. WALTER SALES~ District 79, Manhattan, stated his support 
,of HB 674, adding tha~he does not object tq the amendments. 

MS. J~~ DOLAN, Director of Administrative Services, City of 
Great Falls, stated her support of the bill and the amendments. 

MR. LARRY NACHTSHEIM, Administrator, PERD, stated his support 
of the bill. 

MR. AL SAMPSON, City of Missoula, stated his support of HB 674. 

There were no opponents to the bill. 

CHAIRMAN LUND asked if the premium tax were the same as the 
insurance tax. REP. FABREGA stated that the FY82 premium tax 
would be $7,735,228 and that other taxes would be $2,059,723. 
He stated that with total revisions, $4,002,000 would go to 
pensions and $3,733,000 to the general fund. He added that 
$7,014,721 actual impact is going into the Firemens pension. 

MR. VERN ERICKSON, Montana Firefighters, stated that these 
figures were received from Rick Tucker, Chief Deputy Securities 
Commissioner, State Auditor's Office. ~ 

REP. FABREGA stated that the cities will be propelled into 
an 18% contribution in the next few years. He stated that 
several cities were at approximately 20% unfunded liability 
at this time. He stated that there was a need for a meaningful 
actuarial study after the matter settles down. He added that 
anyone hired after July 1, 1981, will not have the same benefits 
as those hired earlier or retired. 

REP. FABREGA stated that each city will be on a separate 
schedule for unfunded liability. 

CHAIRMAN LUND asked when the program would be on solid footing. 
REP. FABREGA stated that with $7,000,000 in beginning funds for 
investment and HB 674, as the sole bill to completely fund the 
program, there would be a reevaluation in 3 years. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:52 a.m. 

REP"~~ 
jc 
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MR.DAVE SEXTON, Montana Education Association, .stated his 
support of HB 45 and the amendments to the bill. 

There were no opponents to the bill. 

REP. VINCENT, in closing, stated that he was committed to 
helping those who need help most and 'that he has not submitted 
a technical amendment. He stated that the $1.50 figure could 
be plugged into the bill, if so desired. He added that the 
maximum allowed is $15.00 per month. 

MR. ELTON HEDINGSTON, Actuary, stated that the current minimum 
for the Highway Patrol is $300 and that it would be increased 
to $450. He stated that the minimum is available only to 
those who work a full 30 years. He stated that, in the past, 
when increases were contributed on the part of the employee 
and the employer, these contributions went for other benefits 
and not for retirement benefits. He stated that the amount of 
funding would increase each biennium as salaries increased 
and that this is a valid point of concern. 

CHAIRMAN LUND asked if it were appropriate for the 47th Legis
latureto bind the next legislature. 

REP. COZZENS stated that people on social security do receive 
cost of living increases. 

MR. G. V. ERICKSON, stated that perhaps 95% of retired teachers in 
the state are on Social Security. He stated that the only ones 
who aren't are a few small rural districts. 

REP. SHONTZ stated that the Reagan Administration plans to do 
away with cost-of-living increases for Social Security. 

HB 674. 

REP. JAY FABREGA, District 74, Great Falls, testified as sponsor 
of HB 674. (Exhibit attached-Amendment A). 

REP. FABREGA stated that one-fifth of one percent would go to 
the Firemens Association to cover the cost of administration. 
He stated that 7% would be withheld from the employee's salary 
of which 6/7 wou~ be paid to the retirement fund and 1/7 to 
cover the costoQf insurance. He stated that 4/5 of 1% would 
have gone into life insurance. 

REP. FABREGA provided the members of the Committee with copies 
of Amendment B, (attached). He stated that the Amendment would 
cover lay-offs on a last hired, first to be layed-off, basis, 
with temporary rehire on a seniority basis and that it would 
allow retirement benefits to be withdrawn by the employee. 
He stated that the employee would have six months to repay the 
funds if he were rehired and that there was no objection from 



MINUTES OF-THE MEETING OF THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 
MARCH 23, 1981 PAGE 9 

the cities to this plan. 

REP. FABREGA, provided the members of the Committee with 
Amendment C, which provides an escalator clause for survivor 
benefits. (Copy attached). He stated that firemen are not 
covered by social security and that survivors would be covered 
under the amendment. 

REP. FABREGA stated that State. participation would go from 
10% to 18%. He stated that the 2 and 3/4% premium tax is 
considerably more than the corporation license tax, but feels 
this increase is justified, as the pension was funded in an 
irresponsible manner in the past. He stated that unfunded 
liability is increasing and that the estimated impact is 
$750,000 annually. 

MR. AL THELEN, Billings City Administrator, stated his support 
of HB 674. He stated that Hendrickson and Berg provided actuarial 
reports in 1977 and 1979. He stated that the unfunded liability 
was $23,000,000 in 1977 and $33,000,000 in 1979. He added 
that the anticipated unfunded liability is $40,000,000 in 1981. 

MR. THELEN stated that the unfunded liability in Billings 
increased by 5.2% in 1977 and 8.2% in 1979. He stated that 
the unfunded liability for police retirement was $10,700,000 
which was reduced to $4,600,000. 

MR. THELEN stated that the bill provides for a grandfather 
clause and that it appears that the pension system may not 
be able to be funded in the future. He stated that it would take 
a 43% increase to make the bill actuarially sound. 

MR. RAY BLEHM, stated that some cities, such as Anaconda, may 
not have a Fire Department in the future, due to economic 
changes. He stated that the escalator clause would be financed by 
the city portion of the funding. He added that new firemen 
would retire on their last three years' average salary instead 
of on the last month's salary arlwill need to now serve 25 
years instead of 20 years and be 50 years of age, at the time 
of retirement. 

MR. DENNIS TAYLOR, Budget Director, City of Helena, stated 
his support of HB 674. He stated that the bill would correct 
past errors and create a fiscally sound base. 

REP. JOE BRAND, District 28, Deer Lodge, stated his support 
of the bill. He stated that the Auditor's office stated that 
as much is going into the general fund at the 18% increase 
as before and that there is no loss of funds. 
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ARLENE RIGGS, Clerk 
JUNE PALADICHUK. Deputy 
BONNITA ANDERSON, Deputy 

RICHLAND COUNTY 
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT 

SIDNEY, MONTANA 

March 18n 1981 

&t3 ----

The following isa list of All filings in Richland County, Sidney, Montana 
from January 1, 1980 thru March 16, 1980, and from January 1, 1981 thru March 
16, 1981. 

1980 1981 

Civil 66 101 

Criminal 10 14 

Probate 15 13 

Commitments 0 0 

Adoptions 4 3 

Juvenile 3 0 

Total 98 131 

ai{~) 
Arlene Rig~ 
Clerk of District Court 

----
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omCEOF: 
a&RK OF DISTRICT COURT 

BlainaMx~ ~ster 

COUNTY OF DAWSON 
GLENDIVE, MONTANA 59330 

March '17, 1981 

• 

P. O. Box 1009 

Phone 365-3967 

The following is a list of ALL filings In Dawson County, Glendive, 
Montana from January I, 1980 thru March 16, 1980, and from January I, 1981 tJ} ru Ma rch J 6, J 98 J • 

1980 

C i vi I (DV) 22 
C i v i I (DR) 24 
Criminal 12 . Probate 13 . 
Commi trnents.3 

AdoPtions 0 
Juveni Ie 3 
Total --is'--

.. 

1981 

C i vi I (DV) 37 
C J v II (DR) 27 
Cr Iml na I 16 '. 
Probate ) 7 
Commitments 

AdoPtions 0 

Juven I Ie 3 
Total 101 

~(";// 
Elaine Wester 
Clerk of Court 
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Re: Additional Judge in Seventh 
Judicial District 

Dear Representative Shontz: 

30:1 WEST MA'" STREET 
P.O. eo)( 75' 

SIDNEY, MONTANA 59270 
10406) 040:l"SO:l 

The undersigned members of the Richland County Bar 
Association hereby extend their full support to the legis
lation which you have introduced providing for a second 
District Court Judge in the Seventh Judicial District. 

, 
As practicing members of the Bar in Sidney, we are 

acutely aware of the tremendous strains that have been 
placed upon the jupicial system in this area because of 
rapid population growth. Judge L. C. Gulbrandson, who 
currently serves Daws·on, ~abaux, HcCone and Richland I 
counties, is bv far one of the most able and hardest 
working judges·in the State of Montana. In spite of this, 
Judge Gulbrandson's case load has become so heavy that 
criminal and'civil trials are almost impossible to set 
less than six to eight months in advance. In addition, 
routine ex-parte matters are time-consuming and difficult 
to schedule because Judge Gulbrandson's schedule only 
allows him to be in Sidney one day per week. 

,. 
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\. tt • • .' :. "'1, \.~ "~. It.4 ~ •... ~." ,iI. : • .,..... '.", , 

• • .... - .,. I • ~., 1. , "; (.f ...... ~·~ JI. ':"""".t . I " ~ to !. • 
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I . :>. Representati va, John' Shontz 
. " ~;" 'Feb'r:uary ~4 /~'.19 81': 

" . pag({ 2-::-'\;>:: ',;;,~ :, .! ' 

;" '~ .. '.' :: ... ~:.-:.;:.::.\ .. :'.:~>~ .:~; , ... " 
!:: ~. . '." \: . '. '" 

'; ." ,', ';. • t 
... ~. ..:. "'.': ." :' 

:.>~".~ ~.:~(f._-,: .... ~/:': -':~J ;~'~' '. 
,"'y6urcontinued vigorous support of this legisla

tion i~~appreciated and encouraged. If there is anything 
further that we may do in order to impress upon the 
legislature the importance of this legislation, please 
advise. 

.. . 

~\.\L D \>~ (( c: , 

cc: Senator Larry Tveit 

oil-

Senator Joseph P. Mazurek 
Representative L. Dean Switzer 
Senator Steve Brown 
Representative Hubert J. Abr<~s 
Representative M~rjorie Hart 
Senator S. A. Olson ---

.: .. ' ~ . 

'. ',.;,r" 
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
BING POFF, Chairman 

HAROLD FINK, Vice Chairman 
ROBERT l. MULLEN, Member 

o 

COUNTY OF RICHLAND 
OFFICE OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
SIDNEY, MONTANA 

Representative John Shontz 
Capitol Station 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Representative Shontz, 

February 9, 1981 

HELEN GIERKE, Clerk 

The Board of Commissioners of Richland County are very aware of the 

excessive case load and related probl~ms of Judge L. C. Gulbrandson. Therefore, 

the Board of Commissioners give their whole hearted support to !louse Bill #658. 

BCP:hg 

· . · . · 

---

Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONEHS 

Robert L. Mullen, Member 

, :; 



o 
OFPles OP 

THE SHERIFF 

HAROLD N GRINOLDS, Sheriff 

Af{ON SCHMIEHll<. Undersheriff 

LEOT A JOHNSON, Deputy Matron 
JOHI--l IJI{AA TEN, Deputy 
GAHY f{A Y, Df'puly 

SIDNEY, MONT ANA 
RID-lARD L. I3EHNKlN, Deputy 
MAI~VIN R. JOHNSOI'l, Deputy 
BRAD BAISCH, Deputy 

Honorable John Shontz 

Representative District 53 

429 South Montana St. 

Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Sir, 

FER. 10, 1981 KEVIN FORRESTER, Deputy 

Have boen askod to adviue you that LIt(: RJchland Count:r SIIC:1'i frill.; 

Dcpartmrnt oupporta IIDG58. 
A t the present time our )11 strict Judge truvulc here once a week f rOI:! 

Glendive. If ho gete called·"to preside in another district ;md rni::;se;, 

" his day in Sidney, his work load builds up and when this happens we have 

to hold the defendants over, this coote the COllnty a ~ood deal in board 

and rooL'l, laundry bills, and attorneys fees for the ones that 11,vl' :1. court 

appointed attorney. 

Our District .Judge has about all he can h;m(Ue rir:ht n')· ..... al1<1 if thj:: oi 1 

boom continues to grow as it has in the pol:.; t couple of J".::nrc, no way ... : ill 

he be able to handle all of the cases thal arc cent t() district court. 
I 

If this bill passes and we ~et a oocond diutrict junr,-e nnd if they see fit 

to station him in this icounty, it would l'(,nlly e.xped.fb f)llr r.ourt c<.r.r:en. 

Have boon following the work 'o,f the lcgirlHati()n that if: publi eh('u j n the 

Billings Gazette and WJL~nk you are eloine: :t GorHl job. Kel~p it up. 

:';jncercly, 

~I / • ".) I. '.' rJ {} lr .. )/,yy/!-l>L~'[ .4) 

Richland County Sherj.ff 
Slaney, Mont. 



IONTANA STATE JUDICIAL INFORMATlON SYSTEM: ANNUAL 11EPORT FOr< 1980 

. 
CASE TYPE 

CUIMINAL CASES (DC) 

CI VIL CASES 
GENERAL CIVIL (OV) 
DOMESTIC REL. ( OR) 

JUV •• PROB •• & MISC. 
JUVENILe « OJ) 
PkOBATE lOP) 

INSANITY ( 01) 

ADOPTION ( DA) 

TOTAL 

DISTRICT COURT OF RICHLAND 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT NUMoER 7' 
POPULATION (7/1/1978) lU400 
AREA IN SQUARE MILES 2079 
DENSITY PER SOUARE MILE 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

•• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

ORIG 
( 1 ) 

b3 

341 

218 
12::5 

115 
16 
12 

2 
25 

519 

CASELOAD 

FILINGS 
RE-QP 

(2) 

.3 

7 
0 
7 

2 
2 
0 

0 
0 

~ '; 12 

TOTAL 
( 3) 

66 

348 

218 

130 

117 

18 
72 

2 

25 

531 . " 

5.002 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

DISPOSITIONS 
CASES AVG TI ..... E:. • 

(4) DA YS (!;) 

5,,) 94 
• 

299 13 ti 

177 142 

122 131 

9.3 235 

12 79 
57 337 

J 106 

21 53 

445 153 

THPUPUT 
(4)/(3) 

XI00 

80 

86 

81 
94 

79 
67 
19 

J 50 
t:J4 

84 

-----------------------------------~-----------------------------------------.. 
P E N 0 1 N G C A S E L a A v 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CASE TYPE 

• TOTAL • 
• PENDING • 

CASES • 

0-90 peT • 91-100 
DAYS uF • DAYS 
ULD TUTAL' OLO 

PCT • OVER 180 
Uf' 

TOT AL ' 
DAYS 

OLD 

peT I 

OF 
TOTAL' 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------• • 
cr~ IMI NAL CASES ( DC) • 24 • 8 33 • 1 4 15 63 

• • 
C J VIL CASES • 148 • 41 2H • 33 22 74 50 
GENE~AL CIVIL ( UV) 112 i • 25 22- • 27 24 60 54 

DOMEST Ie REL. (OR) • 36 • L~{, 44 (, 17 14 39 

• • • 
JUV •• PROD •• & MISC. • 100 , 19 19 • 21 21 60 60 -------JUVENILE 'OJ) • 6 4 67 • 0 0 2 3.3 

Pk06ATE , OP) , 81 • 13 15 • 19 22 55 6.3 
INSANITY (OJ) • 0 • 0 0 0 0 . - 0 0 
AOOPTION lOA) • 7 • 2 ~9 • 2 29 .3 43 , , • 

lOTAL • 272 • 68 2S • 55 20 149 55 

.----------~---------------------------------------------------------------
j 
, . . . 

'." 



• 

• 

CASE TYPE 

cnlMIHAL CASES ( DC) • 54 

C 1 V JL CASES 287 

GENERAL. CIVIL (OV) • 178 
DQI-tEST IC . REL. ( OR) • 109 

" 

JUv •• "'ROD. , t HI SC. I 138 
JUVE NILE (OJ) • 13 
PHOBATt! ( OP) • 64 
INSANITY ( 01) I 50 
AOUPT JON (OA) 1 1 

CAS E::: LOA 0 

t=llINGS 
RE-OP 

(2 ) 

') 

10 
0 

to 

U 

2 
1 

.3 
0 

TUTAL 
( .3 ) 

6.3 

297 
178 
119 

144 
15 
6~ 

!>3 
1 1 

ANNUAL hcPor~ T FOH 19£JQ 

D/\ WS ON 

7 
11200 

2370 
4.725 

' . 

DISPO~lTIONS 'THRUPUT 
CASES AVG TIME • (4)/(3) 

(4) DAYS (51 XI00 

72 61 114 

316 4:l1 106 
1 H'J 473 106 
127 :it> C) 107 

12J 154 85 
11 9U 73 

49 332 75 
~J 22 100 
10 1.8 ' . C) 1 

10TAL 479 '25 5U4 511 312 101 . '. ; 
--------------~-;------- 4tir-:-:----~" .. ".:.-----------ri~------------------

CASE TYPE 

PENDING 

TOTAL 
I PENDING • 

CASES I 

CAS E LOAD 

0-90 
DAY S 
ULO 

PCT '(}1-1tlO 

OF DAYS 
TLlT AL' OLD 

PCT 
oF 

• OVER 180 

TOT AL • 

DAYS 
OLO 

peT ' 
Of 

TOTAL' 

.----------------------------------------------------------------------------
• • I 

LRJMINAL CASES (DC) • 2 0 0 0 0 2 lOO 

CJVIL CASES 1 ~O 51 J2 25 16 U? 52 
<.CNl;:U AL CIVIL tOV) • 109 Ii· ;~9 27 15 14 ()~ 60 

IJOME ST IC REL. (OR) • 49 i~2 45 10 20 1 7 35 
~ .. , ' 

.Juv •• PHOa •• £.. MISC. • 80 14 1 8 H) 20 50 6:3 

.JUVENILe (OJ) (j '-~-::-7--' 0 0 3 50 J 50 
pWJOATc , I ( OP) , 72 13 18 13 lU 4l. 64 
l NSA N 1 TY ( 01) , 0 0 0 ' , 0 0 " ' 

0 0 ; . 
I\OOPTION ( OA) • 2 1 50 0 0 1 50 

r01AL 2<\0 • 65 27 41 17 134 56 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

," 



4UNTANA STATE JUDICIAL INFORMATION SYSTE~: 
, ~. 

Af'.NLJAL HLPOHI r-I;I~ 1900 

DISTRICT COURT OF 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT NUMHEH 
POPULATION (7/1/1978) 
AREA IN saUARE MILES 
DENSITY PER SQUARE NILE 

CASELOAD 

MCCONE 
7 

2(J00 
2607 
.Y97 

----------------------------------_._--------------------------------
I 
I 

CASE TYPE • 
• 

ORI~ 
( 1 ) 

FILINGS 
RE-UP 

(2) 
TOTAL 

(3 ) 

DISP051 T I UNS 
CASES AVG TIME • 

( 4) VA YS (5) 

TH~UPUT 

(4)/(3) 
XIOO 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
CRHUNAL CASES (DC) • 4 

CI VIL CASES 34 
GENERAL CIVIL (OV) • 29 
DOMEST IC -REL. (DR) • 5 

• 
JUV •• PHOB •• " NISC. • 29 

JUVENILE (OJ) • 0 
PROBATE (OP) • 27 
I NSAN I TY COl) • a 
ADOPTION ( DA) • 2 

0 4 

0 34 • 
0 29 • 
0 5 

• 
0 29 • 
0 0 • 
0 27 
0 a 
a 2 

5 

33 
25 

8 

23 
a 

21 
0 
2 

103 

311 
176 
732 

360 
0 

394 
a 
0 

125 

• 97 
86 

160 

79 

• a 
78 

o 
100 

TOTAL 67 ., 0 67 61 .312 91 
-----------------------~--.-------.;..------------------------------.. 

PEN V I " G CAS E L a A 0 

-------------------------------------------~---------------------------------

CASE TYPE 
• TOTAl. 

• PENDING • 
• CASES • 

0-90 PCT • 91-180 PCT • eVER 180 PCT 
DAYS 
OLD 

OF 
TOTAL • 

DAYS 

OLD 
OF 

TOT AL • 

DAYS 
OLD 

OF 
TOTAL 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
• • 

CfHMINAL CASES ( DC) • 2 • 0 0 • 0 0 2 100 

• • 
C 1 V IL CASES • 22 • 5 23 5 23 12 55 

GENERAL CIVJL COV) • 19 J • 3 lb " 21 12 63 
OOML:ST IC OEL. ( DR) • 3 • .. 2 67 1 3.3 0 0 

• • , 

JUV •• PRtJB •• & MISC. • 3" __ ~ 10 29 0 24 It> 47 

JUVENILE , D.J) • 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 0 

PROBATE ( DP) • 34 10 ;! '} 11 24 16 47 
INSANITY ( 01) • 0 • 0 0 0 0 I" a a 
ADOPTION (OA) • 0 , 

0 0 0 0 a 0 

• 
TOTAL 58 , 15 :.!6 13 22 30 52 

oW 

" .' 



" 

: ..... 

CUtHANA· STATE .JUDICIAL INFORMATION SYSTEM: MUI-iTIILY fH.:fJU!{ r f'LJf~ .JAN •• 191-.:1 

DISTRICT COURT OF RICHLANQ 
.JUDICIAL OISTRH':T NUMBU.( 7 

POPULATION (7/1/1976) 10400 
AREA IN SQUARE MIL~S 207~ 
DENSITY PER SQUAR~ MILE 

CAS E. L 0 A'u 

------------------------_._---------------------------._------" 
• 

CASE TYPE • 
• 

ORIG 
(I) 

FILINGS 
RL-UP 

( 0:' ) 

TUTAL 
el) 

• 
• 

o I SPU~ 1 1 I' lIL 
CA5E5 AVC. rl,,~_ 

( 4 ) n 1\ Y ~j (~J) 

• I! t~UPU r 
( 'i ) / ( :.3) 

xl()O 
-----------------------_._---------._---------------------------

• 
, LId M 1 NAL CASES (OC) , 

• , C 1 V J 1_ CASES 

LENt: RAL Cl V 1 L 
IJl)MI:S"TIC Rt::L. 

(DV) • 

'OK) • 

, .JUV •• PROB •• 
.JUVE Nl LE 

~RuU ATE 
I N!.>ANITY 
J\I) c.p 1 I (IN 

I u-IAL 

& MI ~C. 
( D.J) 

(DP) 
( 01 ) 
lOA) 

• 
• 
• 
• , 
• 
• 
• 

2 

22 
17 

5 

5 
1 
3 

o 
1 

29 

, . .. . 

1 

o 
o 
o 

1 
1 

o 
o 
() 

3 

2~ 

17 
~ 

b 
" L. 

.:J 
o 
1 

.JI 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

5 

21 

IB 
J 

I~. 

o 

() 

'-

~' , 
~,. 

J 1\., 

(I 

• 

J 67 

10& 

60 

6( 

o 
(~ -r 

o 
<~~ t· v 

'i' 
~ -----------------------------------------------------------------------------

fJ l. N C I N l:. C.A .... LLUP,() 

-.----------------------------------------------------------------------
CASE "TYPE 

, 
, 
• 

TOTAL • 
PENDING • 

CASES • 

u-YO pel 
l,AYS OF 

uLU lOT (~L 

• <)1-180 
l)I\YS 

liLt) 

PL) 
(Jf-

1 U J AL 

• {IVL.k 1·';;) 

iJJ, y~. 

• \o.L: J 

Pc. 1 

Lf 

IUll\L 

--------------------------_ .. _--------------------------------------------
• 

c,~ )foB NAL CA$E~ (DC) • 
• 
• C J V J LCA!;E S 

C.LNi~I~AL CIVIL 
1)()/.,1~!>lJC HEL. 

(OV) • 
(oro • 

.JUV •• PROB •• & MISC. 

.JUVU-il Lt:: , . (OJ) 
1~;~UIiA 1 t: (DP) 

J N:";/~NIIY (DI) 

kUOPTION eOA) 

IUTAL 

• , 
• 
• 
• , 
• 
• 

25 

148 
109 

39 

100 
7 

86 
o 
7 

273 

• 
• 
• , 
• , ---, 
• 
• 
• , 
• 
• 

36 
~.1 fi 

lU 

17 
4 

1 J 
o 
2 

~ ... 
17 
46 

17 

S7 
13 

o 

?1 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

L'l 

Ih 

o 

.) ,. 
, lJ 

;. J 

() 

• 

• 
• 

• 

i 

• 
• 

j " 

,'. t' 
~ ) , , 

G._ 
. ( 
£ • . 1 

U 

43 

.. 
.. }.i ----------------------- _._---- ----------- ---------- - --
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.llNl ANA STATE JUDICIAL INFORMATION !:)YSTEM: MUhTHLY ~r.~'Ufl FUI' .)j,;~ •• !'Ji;l 

; • ~ 'J ~ 

• ~ .. .;' v I 

~. . . 
,', ·t 

, 
I 

I 
. ! 

01 STRICT COUFn OF 
•. I\)U lClAL. OlST1U CT NW4bER 
POPULATION (7/1/1976, 
AREA IN SOUAR~ MILES 
O~NSITY PER SOUARE MILE 

C A 5 E LOA () 

MCC.UN'_ ., 
?600 

2607 
• ',)9-, .. 

----------~-------- ----------------------------------------------
CASE' TYPE:. 

• 
• 
• 

ORIG 
(1) 

FILINGS 
Rf..-OP 

(2) 
IOTAL 

(3) 
• 
• 

() 15P'J~' J T I lIt-:~ 
CASES IIVC; rI~"t 

( 4 ) UA YS (';:» 

• TI1i~UPUT 

(4)/(~) 

• )(100 
-------------------------------------._--------------. , :. .... • 

CRIMINAL CASES -(DC) • 

Cl vB_ CASES 
GENERAL CIVIL 
uOMCSTIC REL. 

(DV) 

(Ok) 

• .JUV •• PROB •• 
JUVENILE 
PROIJAlc 
INS/\ NI TY 
ADOpllON 

.." 1 OTAL 

C MISC. 
(DJ) 

(DP) 

(01' 
(DA) 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

o 

2 
1 
1 

3 
o 
3 
o 
o 

5 

o 

o 
o 
a 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 

o 

.2 

1 
1 

3 

o 
.::-s 

o 
o 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

o 

4 
o 
4 

o 
o 

o 

o 

Itl" 
o 

(j 

o 

• 

• 

• 

.. 

• 

o 

200 
4 00 

o 

1~::S 

o 
1 ~3 

o 
o 

160 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

P t.: N 0 I N u CA5!.:LDAD 

---_.---------------....-.-----------------------_ ... --------------
• TOTAL • • 91-180 fJcr • IIVU-! 10'; PLI 

CASt:: TYPE • 
• 

PENDING • 
CA5ES • 

0-90 
r.;'AYS 

uLD 

peT 
OF ;.. 

TOTAL 
• DAY!.) 

• UU) 

uF IJA V: __ 

TlilAL' LILLI 
ut- • 

-r LJTAL' 

--------------------------
• 

• <':R1H.lNAL CASES' (OC) • 

• CIVIL. CASt:~ 

Gl:NEr~AL CIVIL 
oQMESTIC REL. 

, JUV •• PJ,tOH •• C 

JUV,::NILE 
tJRl)!j ATE 
INSANITY 
AUOPT)UN 

• 
• 

(UV) 

( 01<) • 

MISC. 
(OJ) 
(O/-l) 

« 01 ) 
(OA) 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
2 j • 

21 
17 

• 
• 
• ---

0\ • 

32 
o 

32. 
o 
o 

55 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

a 

.. ·.4 

1 
.) 

6 
o 
6 

o 
o 

10 

o 

IY 
6 

75 

19 
o 

19 

o 
o 

Ie 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

u 

o 

o 

o 
u 

J() 

() 

,., 

L 

U 

ij 

". , I (\ 

I ,j 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

'. 

I ... 

1 I 

1 / 

:) 

• \ .> 

• 
100 • 

• 
• 
• 

• >it. 

• 

~---------------- ----------------------------------- ---- --- -------



WITNESS STATEMENT 

:::ESS 9' fez:: BILL No. '(/~ lit? 
DATE Yhs 

/' 

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT ?tJ. /, U~ 
~~~~--------------------

SUPPORT \( OPPOSE AMEND 
----~------ --------- ---------

-FORtf CS-34 



WITNESS STATEMENT 

.. 

NAME ~~2Yho::.e 
ADDRESS /~£N'"Q 

BILL NO#,L?c ~ 

~ m'r DATE ~"£I 
WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT_~~~~~~~~~e~7~-~~~6~·tV~r~~C2~r=~.~o-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-------------
SUPPORT t/ OPPOSE AMEND -----7~~4------------- -------------- --------------
PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 

Comments: 

PORH CS-34 
1-81 
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ProPOSED ~ liNt to HOUSE BILL 674 

1. Page 9, line 3. 
FollCMing: "board" 
Strike: remainder of line 3 

2. Page 9, lines 11 through 15. 
FollONing: Line 10 
Strike: subsection (2) in its entirety 

3. Page 17, lines 8· through 16. 
FollONing: "contributions. It 
Strike: ranainder of NEW SECrICN 27 

5-d-~-O/ 

Insert: "Each anployer. shall retain fran the nonthly canpensation of 
each active ~r a sum equal to 7% of his nnnthly canpensation as 
a firefighter. The employer shall report and remit nnnthly this 
deduction as follONS: 

(1) 6% of the nnnthly coopensation retained by the 
employer shall be paid to the administrator 
who shall deposit than in the fund; and 

(2) 1% of the rronthly canpensation retained by the 
arployer shall be paid to the Montana State 
FirEID2Jl's Association for the payment of prEmiums 
on a group life and accidental death and dismember
IIE1t insurance policy for meubers and defray expense 
incurred by association when representing members 
of the plan. II 

4. Page 17, line 19. 
FolloWing: "deductions" 
Insert: . Itpaid to the administrator andlt 

5. Page 30, lines 17 through page 31, line l. 
FollCMing: line 16, page 30 
Strike: NEW SECI'ION. Section 51 in its entirety .. 

Renunber: subsequent sections. 

If section 51 is stricken, all parenthetic citations [sections 1 
through ~ should be changed accordingly. 

:;., 



proPOSED AMENIt1ENT TO HOUSE BUJ.., 674 B 

1. Page 11, line 21. 
FollCMing: II Employer" 
Insert: " i" and a new subsection (c) 

-
"(c) the date he ceases to be Employed because of a reduction of the 
number of firefighters in the fire department as prescribed in 7-33-4125, 
M:A" 

2. Page 12, line 4. 
FollCMing: "member" 
Strike: "shall" 
Insert: "may" 



PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO HB 674 (THIRD READING COPY): (! 

1. Page 29, line 7. 
Following: "adjustment." 
Insert: "(1)" 

2. Page 29. 
Following: line 17 

c 

Insert: "(2) For a member hired on or after July 1, 1981, and his 
surviving spouse or dependent children, the disability 
retirement allowance provided in [subsection (2) of section 40]" 
and the survivorship allowance provided in [subsection (2) 
of section 44Jmay not be less than one-half the monthly 
compensation paid to a newly confirmed, active firefighter 
of a city that last employed him as a firefighter, as provided 
each year in the budget of that city." 



M:mtana S~te Firemens Association - Ray E. Blehm 

In stIpFOrt of an amendment to HB 674 to allow a firefighter to leave his 
contributions on deposit with the systen in the event of a reduction in 
force. 

This bill as currently written 'would require a nanber who is layErl off 
with less than 10 years of service to withdraw his contributions as 
provided by section 17, line 4, wkDm provides that an active IIIE3llber 
shall withdraw the anotmt of his regular contributions. It is the 
feeling of the firefighters that this should be changErl to "may" 
withdraw and that language should be added to section 16, providing 
that an inactive nanbership of a layed off nanber be placErl in this 
status as follows: 

(c) the date he ceases to be employed because of a rErluction 
of the number of firefighters in the fire department as 
prescribErl in 7-33-4125, M:A" 



MONTANA STATE FIREMENS ASSN. 
RAY E. BLEHM, JR. 

IN SUPPORT OF AN AMENDMENT TO HB 674 TO INCLUDE THE PENSION ADJUSTMENT 

CLAUSE FOR DISABILITY AND SURVIVORSHIP PENSIONS FOR FIREFIGHTERS 

HIRED~ JULY 1, 1981 THE FOLLOWING POINTS ARE SET FORWARD. 

1. THE PRIMARY REASON FOR THE INCLUSION OF THIS AMENDMENT IN-

VOLVES AN AGREEMENT REACHED BETWEEN THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CITIES 

AND THE FIREMEN DURING THE TIME WHEN THIS BILL WAS BEFORE THE HOUSE 

STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE. THE FIREMEN AGREED TO BENEFIT CHANGES 

WHICH REDUCED THE NORMA~ COST ALLOCATION FOR NEW FIRERIGHTERS BENEFITS 

BY 30% WHEN COMPARED TO THE BENEFITS PROVIDED FOR CURRENT EMPLOYEES, 

THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CITIES AGREED TO INCLUSION OF THE PENSION 

ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE. INASMUCH AS THE COST OF THIS PROVISION WOULD BE 

BORN BY THE CITIES PORTION OF THE FUNDING PROVIDED BY THIS BILL THE .... 

FIREMEN WERE UNDER THE IMPRESSION THIS AGREEMENT WOULD BE VALID AND 

HOLD. WHAT HAPPENED TO THIS PROVISION IN THE STATE ADMINISTRATION 

COMMITTEE ~ THE HOUSE FLOOR IS HISTORY. THE FIREMEN'S ASSOCIATION 

IS NOW WILLING TO SUPPORT THIS LEGISLATION IF THIS PARTIAL COVERAGE 

CAN BE PUT IN PLACE TO PROTECT THOSE WHO SUFFER A DISABILITY OR 

TO THE SURVIVORS OF DECEASED FIREFIGHTERS. THIS PARTIAL PROVISION 

SHOULD BE LESS THAN 1/3 THE COST OF PROVIDING COVERAGE TO ALLOW NEW 

FIREFIGHTERS OR LESS THAN 2% OF SALARY. 

2. FIREFIGHTERS RECEIVE NO SOCIAL SECURITY COVERAGE IN THE STATE 

OF MONTANA AND THEREFORE WOULD NOT HAVE THE ADVANTAGE OF PENSIONERS 

WHO HAVE SOCIAL SECURITY COVERAGE. 

3. FAILURE TO INCLUDE THIS PROVISION WOULD LOWER THE NORMAL 

COST ALLOCATION FOR NEW FIREFIGHTERS BELOW ANY OF THE OTHER HAZARDOUS 



Page 2 
MONTANA STATE FIREMENS ASSN. 

DUTY OCCUPATIONS WHEN IT IS CLEAR FROM AVAILABLE STATISTICS THAT FIRE-

FIGHTING IS THE MOST HAZARDOUS OCCUPATION IN THE UNITED STATES. 

4. THE PENSION ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE IS AN INDEX WHICH HAS THE 

ADVANTAGE OF PREFUNDING AS OPPOSED TO THE UNRELIABLE AND MORE COSTLY 

APPROACH OF AD HOC RAISES. 

IN SUPPORT OF THE AMENDMENT PROPOSED BY P.E.R.D. TO CLARIFY THE 

HANDLING OF THE 7% MEMBER CONTRIBUTION: 

THE FIREMEN SUPPORT CHANGES PROPOSED BY P.E.R.D. MAINLY BECAUSE 

THEY UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEM CAUSED TO THE ACCOUNTING SYSTEM IF THIS 

LEGISLATION WERE·TO BE IMPLEMENTED AS IS. BY HAVING 1% OF SALARY 

GO DIRECTLY TO THE STATE ASSOCIATION THIS AMENDMENT WILL CAUSE SOME 

CHANGE TO THE EMPLOYEE WHO SEPARATES FROM SERVICE PRIOR TO ATTAINING 

&~Y RETIREMENT BENEFIT. HE WILL RECEIVE A RETURN OF CONTRIBUTION 

AMOUNTING TO ONLY 6 % OF SALARY. ALSO ACTIVE EMPLOYEES WILL BE ABLE 

TO DEDUCT THE 1% OF SALARY FROM CURRENT TAX LIABILITY RATHER THAN 

WAIT UNTIL RETIREMENT TO COUNT CONTRIBUTIONS AGAINST RETIREMENT 

INCOME. 

THIS CHANGE ALSO WILL RESULT IN A TRANSFER FROM THE RETIREMENT 

FUND TO THE STATE ASSOCIATION OF THE LIABILITY TO PROVIDE THE INSURANCE 

COVERAGE RECEIVED BY CURRENT E~WLOYEES. 

REP. L. H. NILSON 
DISTRICT 37 



HB 45 COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT TESTIMONY 
by 

G. V. Erickson - Joint State Legislative Committee of AARP and MRTA 

The Joint State Legislative Committee is not only interested in securing cost-of
living adjustments (hereafter referred to as C.O.L.A.) to retirement benefits of 
public employees, teachers, highway patrol, municipal police, sheriffs, and game 
wardens who are now retired, but also for those who will retire in the future. 

~ 

The 1979 Legislature was directed in HJR 40 to establish a committee to study the 
public retirement systems in view of establishing cost-of-living adjustments jar 
the various systems. HJR 40 Committee Chairman, John Vincent, members of the 
Committee, the research people of the Legislative Council and Alton Hendrickson, 
Actuarial Consultant of the various retirement systems are to be commended for 
the fine work they have done in the proposed formula for providing C.O.L.A •• The 
Joint State Legislative Committee has worked closely with HJR 40 Committee and 
support the formula and method of financing the adjustment as proposed. 

We believe the adjustment, while a modest one, is fair and equitable and, in part, 
protects retired persons, now and in the future from the errosive affects of 
inflation. 

Over 95 percent of all state and federal employees have some C.O.L.A. Most of 
them have some limits or caps as to the amount of increase. However, this is not 
true in regards to civil service and federal employees whose C.O.L.A. is given 
twice each year and tied di~ectly to the increase in the Consumer Price Index. 

The formula as found on page three of the bill, lines 4-10, expressed in mathe
matical terms follows: 

Cr Yrs 
1/2 Average Salary x 30 x (C.P.I.--three percent) x 2/3 = C.O.L.A. 

Substituting figures into formula: 

30 1/2 ($16,000) x 30 x (12-3) x 2/3 = C.O.L.A. 

1 8,000 xl x 6 = $480 per year for all retired teachers who taught at 
least 30 years. 

Advantages of formula as proposed: 1) Non-accumulative. When a straight per
centage method is used those who now have the largest benefits receive the larg
est C.O.L.A. 2) All retirees regardless of when they retired are given the same 
cost-of-1iving increase. It is the belief that cost-of-living increases are the 
same or similar for all regardless of present benefit. 3) Future increases are 
automatically adjusted by using the average salary and percentage changes in 
C.P.I. 4) Years of service will give greater increases to those who have given 
the most years of service. 4) Increases in C.O.L.A. will not be based on bene
fits now being received. 

Restrictive safeguards in the formula: 1) The Consumer Price Index is based on 
the average increase over the previous three-year period. 2) The average salary 
of active persons is always of the previous year. 3) There would be no C.O.L.A. 
unless the C.P.I. exceeds three percent. 4) No increase would be based on more 
than a 12 percent increase (six percent highest benefit) in C.P.I. regardless of 
how much the C.P.I. exceeded this. 5) No C.O.L.A. would be' made during the first 
three years a person was retired. 6) If the funding request is. not granted by 
the Legislature, the C.O.L.A. and minimum monthly benefits allowances will be 
reduced to reflect the available funding. 



, 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HB 45 (SECOND READING COPY) : 

1. Page 44, line 6. 
Following: "retired" 
Insert: "on or after July 1, 1975,but" 

2. Page 47, line 22. 
Following: "!4%" 
Strike: "15%" 
Insert: "14.04%" 
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STATE OF MONTANA 

REQUEST NO. 337-81 
FISCAL NOTE 

Form RI>-/5 

:omp!iance with a written request received --Eebn1ary 9 , 19 ..8L. , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

_..House Bj]] 65B pursuant to 'Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA) •. 

kground information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

he Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPl'ION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 658 is an act to provide for a second district court judge In 
. the seventh judicial district. 

FISCAL n..n?Acr: 
(State Expenditures) 

Proposed Law 
Personal Services 
Operating Expense 
Capital Outlay 

Additional Expenditures· for 
proposed Law 

LCX:AL IMPAcr: 
(County ~ditures) 

Personal services 
Operating Expense 
capital Outlay 
Additional Expenditures for 
proposed Law 

NCYl'E: 

:IT 81-82 

-0-
-0-
-0-
-0-

-0-
-0-
-0-
-0-

FY 82-83 

22,815 
2,200 
-0-

25,015 

10,800 
1,500 
4,700 

:-17,000 

Personal Services and operating eXpenses would be continuing costs to state 
for each subsequentFY. Estimates above for state and county (local) are 
based on 1/2 of FY 82-83 since the judge would take office on January 1, 1983. 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date:·~ - , L- Kt 
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-

-
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-
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.. 
-

TOrAL NUMBER OF CASELOAD 
DISI'RICI' CASElOAD JUIX:;ES PER JtJI:GE 

1 2,353 ~~ 1,176 
2 1,239 2 .619 
3 . 745 

~LJ 
745 

-4 ~ 5,567 ·1,855-
5 '·768 1 768 
6 "' 632 '% 1 632 

-7 .... ~1, 19L:2° 0 -I 1,191 
8 .3, 414 .3 I, 138 
9 . 938 ·1 938 

10 614 1 614 
11 '1,868 ,2 ·934 
12 :,1,112 -l.L) , 1,112 
13 5,761 ~ 1,920 
14 364 1 364 

:J)c~ Ya ·:.-~·-"'15 503 1 503 
16 1,367 2 683 

):; \C.=-'i C,l.,)-17 438 i 438 
18 1,383 ':1.,.0 1,383 
19 671 ,~ 671 

-0-

/' <-. /' 

Js.. 
~- " .. -.. ::. ''\ 

..; '! coo; "'"):-.,_. 

MILES MILES 
TRAVELED PER JUI.X;E 

7,816 3,908 
4,045 2,022 
7,897 7,897 

45,859 f-l5,286 
18,546 '-..I 18,546 
13,681 13,681 
14,371 -14,37l 

J, 987 2,662 
16,662 ·16,662 
12,919 12,919 
4,773 2,386 

13,291 13,291 
10,953 3,651 
14,880 14,880 
14,964 14,964 
21,032 10,516 
13,448 13,448 

7,913 7,913 
14,078 14,078 



~~NTANA STATe JUDICIAL INFORMATIGN SYSTEM: 

-

-

JUDICIAL OISTRICl NUMOEH 
COUNTIES IN T~E DISTRICT 
POPULATION (1/1/1~78) 

AREA IN SQUARE MILES 
DENSITY PER SQUARE MILE 

CASELOAD 

A~NUAL REPOrtT FOR 

7 
4 

25700 
7946 

.3.234 

1900 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- FILINGS • , DISPOSITIONS • THRUPUT 
CASE lYPE CHIG RE-OP TOTAL CASES AVG TI"tE • (4)/(3) 

(0 (2 ) (3 ) ( 4) DAYS ( 5) XIOO 

~--------,------------------------------------------------------------------
• 

• :R I MI NAL CASES ( DC> • 125 1.3 138 135 TI • 98 

'- , 
• CIVIL CASES • 707 17 724 • 685 286 • 95 

GENERAL CIVIL ( DV'> • 465 0 465 426 2ge • 92 
I om4ESTIC REL. ( DH) , 242 17 259 • 259 266 • 100 - • I 

• JUV._ PROS •• & MI SC. I 320 <J 329 • 255 21.3 • 78 
JUVENILE (OJ) • 30 4 34 • 23 88 • 6a-

• - PROBATE (DP) • 196 2 198 • 140 349 71 
INSAN ITY ( OIl I 52 .3 55 56 30 • 102 
ADCPTION (DA) 42 0 42 - 36 46 I 86 

I- I 

, TOTAL 1 152 39 1191 • 1075 242 90 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
-#I -

PENDlf\;G CAS E LOAD 

~--------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

• 
• 

• , 
• 

• 

I-

• , 

TOTAL 0-90 PCT • 91-180 peT 'OVER 180 PCT • 
. CASE TYPE ' ~E~DING' DAYS OF DAYS OF • DAYS OF' 

_ • CASES OLD TOTAL' OLD TGTAL I OLD TOTAL' 

... RH~INAL CASES (DC) • 30 I 9 :;0 1 3 20 67 
.'- ,. 

rIVIL CASES 300 102 2e 74 21 184- 51 
GENERAL CIVIL (OV) • 261 • 62 23 54 2iJ 151 57 

-DOMESTIC REL. ( L>R) S.J 40 43 20 22 • 33 35 
• 

UV •• PROS •• & MISC. • 261 50 19 55 21 156 60 
_JUVENILE ( OJ) • 13 5 38 • .3 23 5 38 

PROBATE (DP) t 238 • 42 Ie 50 21 146 61 
I NSAN ITY (01 ) • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 I 

ADCPTION - (OA) 10 .3 30 • 2 20 5 50 , 

TOTAL 651 1 til 2~ 130 20 360 55 
. ---------------------------------------------------------------------------.. 
'~ 

• 

-



-

- CASE TYPE 

DISTRICT CCUKT Ot- ~lClU_AND 

JUDICIAL 015T~ICT NU~oER 7 
POPULATION (7/1~197B) lU400 
AREA IN SauA~E MILES 2079 
DENSITY PEH SQUARE MILE 5.002 

• 

• 

• 

ORIG 
( 1 ) 

CAS E LOA 0 

fILINGS 
Be-UP 

(2) 
TOTAL 

(3 ) 

• 

• 

:·;'1'1 MI NAL CASES (DC)' b3 66 

IlL CASES 
~NERAL CIVIL 
DOMESTIC REL. 

J..,.. PROS •• 

JUVENILt: 

• 
• 

(OV) • 
(DR) • 

• 

341 
218 
123 

-, 
o 
7 

2 

34 t1 

218 
1.30 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

DISPOSITIONS • 
CASES AVG TIME • 

(4) DAYS (5) • 

• 
53 • 

• 

1980 

THRUPU"I • 
(4)/(3) • 

XI00 

• 
80 • 

• 
299 
177 
122' 

13~ 

142 
131 

· - 86 
81 
94 

• 

~.J 

1~ 

57 

• 
• 
• 

· ... 
• 
• 

79 
67 
79 

• 
• 
• 

• 
t lOBATE 

"SAI~lTY 

ADOPTION 

& MISC. • 
(OJ) • 

(OP) • 
(01) • 
(OA) • 

115 

16 
12 

2 
25 

2. 

o 
o 
o 

117 
18 
72 

2 
25 • 

:3 
21 

235 
79 

337 
186 

53 • 
1 S.O 

84 • 

rc.,·AL 
• 
• 519 12 531 

• 
• 445 153 • 84 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

- PEN 0 I N G CAS E LOA U 

--------------.-------------------------------------------------.-~ 

CASE TYPE 
• TOTAL • 
• PENDING • 

• CASES • 

0-90 
DAYS 

ULO 

PCT • 91-1UO 
UF • DAYS 

TllT AL' OLD 

PCT • OVER 180 

OF • 
TOT AL • 

DAYS 
OLD 

PCT • 
OF • 

TOTAL' 

-~-------------------------------------------------------------------------.. 
~f.I MI NAL CASES (DC) • 

• .. 
: I V1L CASES • 

C;rNEJ.lAL CIVIL 

o MEST IC REL_ 
( DV) 

(DR) • -
IU" •• PROD •• 
.; IIENILE 
P'ft'DBATE 
INSANITY 
A OPTION -OTAL 

• 
&. foil SC. • 

(OJ) • 

lOP) • 
(01) • 

'DA) • 
• 
• 

24 

.: 
148 
112 

36 

100 
6 

87 
o 
7 

272 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

8 

41 

25 
16 

19 

4 

13 
o 
C 

68 

• 
33 • 

• 
28 • 
22 • 
44 • 

19 
67 
15 

o 

25 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

1 -

33 
27 

6 

21 

o 
19 

o 
2 

55 

22 

17 

21 

o 
22 

o 
29 

20 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

15 

74 
60 
14 

60 
2 

·55 
o 
.3 

149 

63 

50 
~4 

39 

60 
3.3 
6.3 

o 
43 

55 

- -------------------------------------------------------------------------

-
-

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 



~N1ANh SlA1L JUDICIAL JNFORMAIILN ~YS1~M: ~:U"'lIiLY J{'-PlH 1 t"tH .•. J'.; ...... ')1:1 

• 

II' 

Ul~lRJCT LOU~l U~ 

JU() IClAL Ol:Jlld Cl NU''''bll, 
PuPULAT ION (-,./1/1 <)7r.) 

AR~A IN SOUAR~ MIL~S 
Ol:N51TY PeR .":>(JUARE "'lLt:. 

C A .5 E LOA [) 

/wi CL I.,t~ '_ ., 
~bUO 

2607 
• CJc.;-, 

~------
• 

CAst. 1 YPL • 
• 

ORIG 
(J) 

FILINGS 
RL-O~ 

(2) 
IOTAL 

( 3 ) 

I 

I 

t 

I)I~PU!,) lII.l.!.. 

CASr~ ;,v(. I-I".,," 
( 4 ) IJ ". y!> (~,) 

I, h;-(U~Ul 
• (4 )/(:.:) 

• X100 

----------- ----------------------------------------------_. 

C.~I,.,lNAL CASES 

CIVIL' CA5l:S 
GENi:RAL CIVIL 
uO~ESTJC REL. 

• 
cOC) • 

(OV) 
(OR) 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

JUV._ ~R08 •• & MI~C. • 

r 

JUVLN)L~ (DJ) • 
PHGI3 Al1~ 

'INSJ\NIIY 
ADOpllUN 

.lThL 

'ui-) • 
CD I) • 

(DId • 

• 
• 

o 

2 

1 
1 

3 
o 
3 
o 
o 

o 

o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 

-, 
~ 

1 
1 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• .. 
, 
, 
, 

" 

I 

I 

• 
• 

o 

4 

4 
v 

4 
o 
~ 

o 
o 

!.. -.. 

.... " -' -

I &: ' 
;",}" 

G 

1 ~'-, 

1 (: _ 

I' 

• 
• , 
• , 
, 
• 
• 
• 
• 
.. 
• 
• 

c 

?CO 
4(;0 

o 

#---------------------------------------------------------------------------

CA~,,!.:LfJAI) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
• 

CA!:>t:. TYPE , 
• 

TOl AL • 
PENUINti • 

CA5ES " 

0-90 ~C.l 

L>AYS .:Jf-

liLD TU1AL 

• '...·I-JOO 

• DAY~ 
• Uu) 

• .: '-I:: •. , 1.: ..., J..\ 1 

l:r 

-'l,r~l 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
CR 11-11 NAL CA~E5 

CIVIL CASc~ 
GEN!~ rML CI VI L 
DOMESTIC REL. 

• 
{DC) • 

• 
• 

(OV) • 

C Df~) • 

• 
JUV •• PNOB •• & kI~C. • 
JUV~~ILE (UJ) • 
~RO:iATE (OP) • 
INS.\NJTY 
AUUI>llUN 

.OlAL 

C [)l) • 

(0';) • 

• 
• 

2 

;':1 

17 
4 

o 
32 

o 
o 

, 
• 
• 
• . , 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• · . 
• 

o 

4 
1 

3 

6 

o 
6 

o 
o 

10 

o 

I'.J 
6 

7~ 

19 
o 

I~ 

o 
o 

It! 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

o 

1 

I 
(1 

9 
o 
~. 

o 
(; 

)0· 

u 

t:. 
(J 

(; 

'a" '-: .. 
J 
() 

1~ 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

1" ,'. 

1 'I 
'.1 

J ., 

.~ 

.. . '.' 

",c. 
, :. 

r: • 

.. : 
c. 

--------------------------------------------------------------



- DISTRICT COURT OF 
JUDICIAL OIST~ICT ~U~ULH 
POPULATION (7/1/1978) 
AREA IN SQUAWE ~IL£S 
DENSITY PE~ SQUARE MIL~ 

CAS E LOA D 

.IOAUX 
7 

1500 
690 

1.685 

19!iO 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
- CASE lYPE 

• 
• 
• 

ORIG 
( 1 ) 

FILINGS 
RE-OP 

(2) 
TOTAL 

( 3) 

• 
• 
• 

UISPOSITIQNS • TH~UPUT 

CASES AVG TIME • (4)/(3) 
(4) OAYS (5) • XI00 

--------,--------------------------------------------------------------.. • 
CRIMINAL CASES· (OC) • 

..,,[.:1 V1L CASES 
GENERAL CIVIL 
~OMESTIC REL. 

• 
• 

(DV) • 
(DR) • 

• .. 
JUV •• PROB •• 

JUVENILE 
PROtlATE 

.. INSANITY 
ADOPTION 

W'fOTAL 

& MISC. • 
(OJ) • 

(DP) • 

(01) • 

(OA) • 
• , 

4 

45 
40 

5 

38 
1 

33 

o 
4 

87 

1 

o 
o 
o 

1 
o 
1 
o 
o 

2 

5 

45 
40 

5 

.39 

1 
34 

o 
4 

89 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• , 
• 

37 
35 

2 

16 
o 

1.3 

o 
3 

58 

93 

220 
229 

47 

32b 
O· 

3QS 
o 

26 

238 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

100 

b2 
aa 
40 

41 

o 
38 

o 
75 

.65 

~---------------------------------~----------------------------------------

., - PEN 0 1 '" G CASELOAD 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------
CASE TYPE 

• TOTAL ' 
• PENOIN(i • 
, CASES • 

0-90 

OAYS 
ULD 

PCT • 91-180 
OF • 

TOTAL • 

DAYS 
OLD 

PCT • UVEH 180 
OF ,. DAYS 

T.or AL' ULD 

PCT 1 

UF 
TOT AL 1 ... . 

--------------------------------------------------------------------~--------
• 

CRIMINAL CASES 

" 
(DC) • 

• 
CIVIL CASES • 

GENERAL CIVIL 
II- DOMESTIC REL. 

(OV) • 
(OR) • 

JUV •• PROD •• 
... JUVENILE 

PWOBATE 
INSANITY 
AOOPTlON 

II 

TOTAL 

• 
&. "'I se.' • 

(OJ) • 
(DP) • 

(VI) • 

(OA) • 
• 
• 

2 

32 
27 

5 

47 
1 

45 
o 
1 

81 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
, 
• 
• , 
• , 

1 

5 
5 
o 

7 

I 

6 
o 
o 

13 

!:>o 

If> 
1'1 

o 

15 
100 

13 

o 
o 

16 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• , 

" 

11 ' 
(j 

.3 

10 
o 

10 
o 
o 

21 

o 

J4 
30 
60 

~1 

o 
22 

o 
o 

26 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• , 

1 

16 
14-

2 

.30 
o 

2'J 
o 
1 

47 

50 

SO 
52 
40 

64 
o 

64 
o 

.100 

... 58 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------



• 
DISTR[CT COURT OF 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT NUMUER 
POPULATION (7/1/1978) 
AREA IN SQUARe MILLS 
DENSITY PER SOUAR~ MILE 

CASE:LOAD 

ANNUAL ~EPO~T FOR 

DAWSON 
7 

1 t 2 00 

2370 
4.725 

L980 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
• 

CASE TYPE • 
• 

ORIG 
(1) 

t=lLINGS 
fiE-OP 

(2) 
TUTAL 

(.3) 

• 
• 
• 

DISPOSITIONS • THRUPU' 
~ASES AVG TIME • (4)/(3, 

(4) DAYS (5J • X100 

-------.---------------------------------------------------------------------
CRIMINAL C,lSES 

CIviL CASES 

GENERAL CIVIL 
DOMEST IC REL;' 

JUV.. PROD •• & 

JUVENILE 
PROBATE 
I NSAN ITY 
AO.QPT JON 

TOTAL 

• 
(ec) • 

• 
• 

(OV» • 
(OR) • 

• 
MI SC. • 

(OJ) • 
(DP) • 

( 01) • 

(DA) • 

• 

54 

2S7 
178 

109 

138 
13 
64 

50 
1 1 

479 

10 
o 

10 

b 

2 
1 

3 
o 

25 

63 

297 
176 
119 

144 
15 

65 
53 
1 1 

504 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
. . 
• 
• 
• 

72 

316 
Ui9 

127 

123 
II 

49 
~3 

10 

511 

61 

431 

473 
309 

154 

9tl 

332 
22 
48 

312 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

114 

106 
106 
107 

I 

85 
73 

75 
100 

91 

101 

~ ---------------~------------~-----------------------~---------------------.. qf~ '~b 

PEN DIN G CASELOAD 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
• 

CASE TYPE • 
TOTAL • 

PENDING • 
CASES • 

0-90 PCT • Yl-160 PCT • OVEk 180 PCI 
DAYS 

OLD 
OF • 

TllT AL • 
DAYS 
OLD 

OF • 
TOTAL • 

OAYS 

OLD 
Of 

TOTA 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
• 

CRIMINAL CASES (DC)' 

CIVIL CASES 
GENERAL CIVIL 
~OME ST IC REL. 

JU-V.. PROB.. £. 

JUVENILE 
PROBATE 
INSANITY 

ADOPTION 

TOTAL 

• 
• 

(DV) • 
(DR) • 

MISC. • 
(OJ) • 

(OP) • 
(01) • 

(DA) • 
• 
• 

2 

158 
109 

49 

80 
6 

72 
o 
2 

240 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

o 

51 
29 
22 

14 

o 
13 

o 
1 

65 

.0 

32 
27 
45 

Itl 

o 
18 

o 
50 

27 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

o 

25 
15 
10 

16 

3 
13 

o 
o 

41 

o 

1(, 
14 

20 

20 
SO 
18 

o 
o 

17 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• .. 

2 

82 
65 
17 

50 
3 

46 
o 
1 

134 

100 

52 
60 
35 

63 

50 
64 

o 
50 

56 



350 

2.00 

150 

100 
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o 
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OUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

BING POFF, Chairman 

HAROLD FINK, Vice Chairman 

ROBERT L. MULLEN, Member 

COUNTY OF RICHLAND 
OFFICE OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

SIDNEY. MONTANA 

Representative John Shontz 
capitol Station 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Representative Shontz, 

February 9, 1981 

L.XJ\,btt b 
HELEN GIERKE, Cieri!. 

.... 

The Board'of Commissioners of Richland County are very aware of the 

excessive case load and related problems of Judge L. C. Gulbrandson. Therefore, 

the Board of Commissioners give their whole hearted support to House Bill #658. 

Very truly yours, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

, . ./ , ~ .. ' . ;/ . 

H 

Robert 

OCP:hg 



John Shontz 
Page 2 
February 10, 1981 

appreciated. piease let us know how we can help to further 
this important piece of legislation. 

Sincerely, -----------
- / 

1/ ~~ A ''/ ' /'/ '!.: 'l- ./~':/·7::-'::.' __ 4 

~ ·d~-"'·· / __ "/ '---c::: 
-:-~- /, .,--_.. .-

cc: Senator Larry Tveit 
Senator S. A. Olson 
Representative L. Dean Switzer 
Representative Marge Hart 

.' 
~ 

,-

...... 



LAW OFFICES 

McDONOUGH, COX & SIMONTON, P. C. 

RV5SEU C. MCDONOUGH 

DALE Cox 

RICHARD A. SIMONTON 

RANDALL O. SKORHEIM 

Mr. John Shontz 
State Representative 
Capitol Station 
Helena, Montana, 59601 

HAGENSTON BUILDING 

GLENDIVE. MONTANA :)9330 

February 10, 1981 

Re: Additional Judge in Seventh Judicial District 

Dear Representative Shontz: 

The undersigned members of the Dawson County Bar Association 
fully support the legislation which you have introduced to 
provide for a se~ond District Court Judge in the Seventh 
Judicial District. 

As practitioners in this district, we have become aware of 

TELEPHONE 

.06-36S·S206 

P. O. BOx 12S0 

the tremendous strain that has been placed upon the judicial 
system i~ this district and particularly upon Judge Gulbrandson 
who serves as District Court Judge for Dawson, Wibaux, 
McCone and Richland Counties. All indicators point to an 
even increasing strain upon this system principally due to 
the impact from energy development here. 

Although Judge Gulbrandson is one of the most able. competent 
and hardest-working judges in the State, he has been deluged 
in recent years with an ever increasing case load that is 
becoming unmanagable even for one of his ability and temperament. 
As you know. Judge Gulbrandson is required to actually sit 
as Judge in each of the counties so that they can be properly 
served. This necess~rily requires a great deal of time-
consuming travel. .~ .. 

If a continuous high quality judicial system is to be maintained 
for the people of our district. it is imperative that an 
additional District Court Judge be sec~red for our district 
now. 

Your vigorous efforts and support of this legislation is 
\ 
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OFFICE OF 

THE SHERIFF 

HAROLD N. GRINOLDS, SheriH 
ARON SCHMIERER, Undersheriff 
LEOl A JOHNSON, Deputy Motron 
JOHN BRAATEN, Deputy 
GARY RAY, Deputy 

SIDNEY. MONTANA 
·RICHARD L. BEHNKEN, Deputy 
MARVIN R. JOHNSON, Deputy 
BRAD BAI~H, Deputy 

Honorable JOlh~ Shontz 

Representative District 53 
429 South Montana St. 

Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Sir, 

FEB. 10, 1981 KEVIN FORRESTER, Deputy 

Have been asked to advise you that the Richland County Sheriff"s 

Depar~ent supports HB658. 

At the present time our District Judge travels here once a week from 

Glendive. If he gets called to preside in another district and misses 

his day in Sianey, his work load builds up and when this happens we have 

to hold the defendants over, this costs the county a good deal in board ,

and ro6~, laundry bills and attorneys fees for the ones that have a court 

appointed atto~ey. 

Our District Judge has about 211 he can handle right now and if this oil 

boom continues to grow as it has in the past· couple of years, no way will 

he be able to handle all of the cases that are sent to district court. 

If this bill passes arid we get a secona district judge and if they see fit 

to station him in this county, it would really expedite our court cases. 

Have been following the work of the legistration that is published in the 

Billings Gazette and we think you are doing a good job. Keep it up. 

Sincerely, 

7i)1'~ 
Richland County Sheriff 
Sidney, Mont. 



.. .1fT;) T ....... 8£0 ... NI( 
",.c.VNE IC CU ...... 'NG 
JACOUE W. BEST 
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LAW OFFICES 

OF' 

HA8EDANK, CUMMING & BEST 

.~ February 4,' 1981 

· :nr. John Shontz 
.State Representative 
Capitol Station ~. 

Helena, Montana 59601 

Re: Additional Judge in Seventh 
.. Judicial District 

··Dear Representative Shontz: 

coO 
. 302 WEST MAIN STIUET 

P.O. 80"'751 
SIDNEY. MDNT4.NA 59270 

•• 06) .B2;,B02 

. The undersigned members.of the Richland Countl Bar . 
Association hereby extend their ful.l support to the ~egis
lation Hhich you have introduced providing for a secQnd 
'District Court Judge in the Seventh JUdicial Distric~. 

! 
I· 

As practicing members of the Bar in Sidney, w~ are 
acutely aware of the tremendous strains that have been 
placed upon the judicial system in this area because iof 
ra~id population growth. Judge L. C. Gulbrandson, w~o 
currently serves Da\·Tson, \,1 ibaux , ~lcCone and Richland \ 
Counties, is bv far one of the most able and hardest' 
working judges-in the State of Montana. In spite of ~his, 

· Judge Gulbrandson's case load has become so heavy-tha~ 
.·criminal and civil trials are almost impossible to se~ 

less than six to eight months in advance. In additiotl, 
routine ex-parte matters are time-consuming and diffi~ult 
to schedule .because Judge Gulbrandson's schedule only1 

· :. allows him to be in .Sidney .. on~ day. per \-leek. . . i. • •. 

We 'feel that it is imnerative.that the leoislature 
authorize an 9dditional judg~ in this judicial distri¢t 
during the present session,' since the additional judge. 
will not be elected and take office until January l,1983.~ 
By that time, the strain on the judicial system in this.. . 
district will be even more critical than it is at. this " .... 
time.. Further, if energy development plans continue as . 
proposed in the Wibaux and Circle areas, it is conceivable 
that we may very well face a serious breakdown in the 
judicial system serving the citizens in this part of the 
state. 



Representative John Shontz 
February 4, 1981 
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I 
! 

-Your continued vigorous support of ~his legisla~ 
tion is appreciated and encouraged. If there is anyth~ng 

-- further that we may do in order to impress upon the I 
legislature the importance of this legislation, please i 
advise. . , I 

~ (\). lo/lc~rA-~ , 
()arr.~~ 

.... ;... 

cc: Senator Larry Tveit 
Senator Joseph P. l-!azurek 
Representative L. Dean .Switzer 
Senator Steve Brown 
Representative Hubert J. Abrams 
Representative Harjorie Hart 

·Senator S. ·A. Olson 

.. 

\ 

.: 
,. --
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ROBERT T. HOOVER 
COUNTY ATTORNEY 

McCone County Circle, Montana 59215 

Telephone 406-485-2250 

February 9, 1981 

Representative John Shontz 
Capitol Station 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear ~r. Shontz: 

I urge favorable consideration and passage of H. B. 658. 

Yours truly. 

tr~ /. //&~·1() '" 
" RTH/hs 

~, 
'" 
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MONTANA STATE FIREMENS ASSN. 
RAY E. BLEHM, JR. 

IN SUPPORT OF AN AMENDMENT TO HB 674 TO INCLUDE THE PENSION ADJUSTMENT 

CLAUSE FOR DISABILITY AND SURVIVORSHIP PENSIONS FOR FlREFIGHTE~ 

HIRED~ JULY 1, 1981 THE FOLLOWING POINTS ARE SET FORWARD. 

1. THE PRIMARY REASON FOR THE INCLUSION OF THIS AMENDMENT IN-

VOLVES AN AGREEMENT REACHED BETWEEN THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CITIES 

AND THE FIREMEN DURING THE TIME WHEN THIS BILL WAS BEFORE THE HOUSE 

STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE. THE FIREMEN AGREED TO BENEFIT CHANGES 

WHICH REDUCED THE NORMA~ COST ALLOCATION FOR NEW FlRERIGHTERS BENEFITS 

BY 30% WHEN COMPARED TO THE BENEFITS PROVIDED FOR CURRENT EMPLOYEES, 

THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CITIES AGREED TO INCLUSION OF THE PENSION 

ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE. INASMUCH AS THE COST OF THIS PROVISION WOUUD BE 

BORN BY THE CITIES PORTION OF THE FUNDING PROVIDED BY THIS BILU THE 

FIREMEN WERE UNDER THE IMPRESSION THIS AGREEMENT WOULD BE VALIP AND 

HOLD. WHAT HAPPENED TO THIS PROVISION IN THE STATE ADMINISTRA~ION 

COMMITTEE $ THE HOUSE FLOOR IS HISTORY. THE FIREMEN'S ASSOCIAT~ON , 

IS NOW WILLING TO SUPPORT THIS LEGISLATION IF THIS PARTIAL COVERAGE 

CAN BE PUT IN PLACE TO PROTECT THOSE WHO SUFFER A DISABILITY OR 

TO THE SURVIVORS OF DECEASED FIREFIGHTERS. THIS PARTIAL PROVISION 

SHOULD BE LESS THAN 1/3 THE COST OF PROVIDING COVERAGE TO ALLOW NEW 

FIREFIGHTERS OR LESS THAN 2% OF SALARY. 

2. FIREFIGHTERS RECEIVE NO SOCIAL SECURITY COVERAGE IN THE STATE 

OF MONTANA AND THEREFORE WOULD NOT HAVE THE ADVANTAGE OF PENSIONERS 

WHO HAVE SOCIAL SECURITY COVERAGE. 

3. FAILURE TO INCLUDE THIS PROVISION WOULD LOWER THE NORMAL 

COST ALLOCATION FOR NEW FIREFIGHTERS BELOW ANY OF THE OTHER HAZARDOUS 



Page 2 
MONTANA STATE FlREMENS ASSN. 

DUTY OCCUPATIONS WHEN IT IS CLEAR FROM AVAILABLE STATISTICS THAT FlRE-

FIGHTING IS THE MOST HAZARDOUS OCCUPATION IN THE UNITED STATES.i 

4. THE PENSION ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE IS AN INDEX WHICH HAS THa 
1 

ADVANTAGE OF PREFUNDING AS OPPOSED TO THE UNRELIABLE AND MORE qOSTLY 

APPROACH OF AD HOC RAISES. 

IN SUPPORT OF THE AMENDMENT PROPOSED BY P.E.R.D. TO CLARIF¥ THE 
; , 

HANDLING OF THE 7% MEMBER CONTRIBUTION. 

THE FIREMEN SUPPORT CHANGES PROPOSED BY P.E .,R. D. MAINLY BEctAUSE 

THEY UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEM CAUSED TO THE ACCOUNTING SYSTEM IF THIS 
I 

LEGISLATION WERE TO BE IMPLEMENTED AS IS. BY HAVING 1% OF SAL~RY 

GO DIRECTLY TO THE STATE ASSOCIATION THIS AMENDMENT WILL CAUSE SOME 

CHANGE TO THE EMPLOYEE WHO SEPARATES FROM SERVICE PRIOR TO ATTAINING 

ANY RETIREMENT BENEFIT. HE WILL RECEIVE A RETURN OF CONTRIBUTION 

AMOUNTING TO ONLY 6% OF SALARY. ALSO ACTIVE EMPLOYEES WILL BE ABLE 

TO DEDUCT THE 1% OF SALARY FROM CURRENT TAX LIABILITY RATHER T~~_ 
I 

WAIT UNTIL RETIREMENT TO COUNT CONTRIBUTIONS AGAINST RETIREMENt 

INCOME. 

THIS CHANGE ALSO WILL RESULT IN A TRANSFER FROM THE RETIREMENT 

FUND TO THE STATE ASSOCIATION OF THE LIABILITY TO PROVIDE THE INSURANCE 

COVERAGE RECEIVED BY CURRENT El-WLOYEES. 

REP. L. H. NILSON 
DISTRICT 37 



M::mtaJ1C\ State firenens Association - Ray E, Blehm 

In stIHXlrt of an am2l1dIrent to HB 674 to allow a firefighter to leave his 
contributions on dep:>sit with the system in the event of a reduction i.m. 
force. 

This bill as currently written would require a InE!tlber who is layed off· 
with less than 10 years of service to withdraw his contributions as . 
provided by section 17, line 4, Kkmk provides that an active rranber 
shall withdraw the arrount of his regular contributions. It is the 
feeling of the firefighters that this should be changed to "may" 
withdraw and that language should be added to section 16, providing 
that an inactive nanbership of a layed off member be placed in this 
status as follows: 

(c) the date he ceases to be anployed because of a reduction 
of the numl::er of firefighters i11 the fire deparbnent as 
prescribed in 7-33-4125, M:A" 



House Appropriations Committee 

Testimony - House Bill 45 

March 23, 1981 

The Teachers' Retirement Board is in support of House Bill 45. 

Most retired members of the Teachers' Retirement System have not had 

an adjustment in retirement benefits since July 1, 1976. Inflation 

during that same period has risen almost 50% which has resulted in 

a serious erosion of purchasing power for those individuals living 

on a fixed income. We respectfully request your consideration for 

passage of House Bill 45. 

~"" r0L 
! ?,~r ~"'11~7--:~ 

F. ROBERri'JOHNSON 
Administrator 
Teachers' Retirement System 
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HB 45 COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT TESTIMONY 
by 

G. V. Erickson - Joint State Legislative Committee of AARP and MRTA 

The Joint State Legislative Committee is not only interested in securing cost~of
living adjustments (hereafter referred to as C.O.L.A.) to retirement benefits of 
public employees, teachers, highway patrol, municipal police, sheriffs, and g~me 
wardens who are now retired, but also for those who will retire in the future. 

The 1979 Legislature was directed in HJR 40 to establish a committee to study: the 
public retirement systems in view of establishing cost-of-living adjustments for 
the various systems. HJR 40 Committee Chairman, John Vincent, members of the 
Committee, the research people of the Legislative Council and Alton Hendrickson, 
Actuarial Consultant of the various retirement systems are to be commended for 
the fine work they have done in the proposed formula for providing C.O.L.A. The 
Joint State Legislative Committee has worked closely with HJR 40 Committee and 
support the formula and method of financing the adjustment as proposed. 

We believe the adjustment, while a modest one, is fair and equitable and, in part, 
protects retired persons, now and in the future from the errosive affects of 
inflation. 

Over 95 percent of all state and federal employees have some C.O.L.A. Most of 
them have some limits or caps as to the amount of increase. However, this is not 
true in regards to civil service and federal employees whose C.O.L.A. is given 
twice each year and tied directly to the increase in- the Consumer Price Index •. 

The formula as found on page three of the bill, lines 4-10, expressed in math~
matical terms follows: 

Cr Yrs 
1/2 Average Salary x 30 x (C.P.I.--three percent) x 2/3 = C.O.L.A. 

Substituting figures into formula: 
I 

30 1/2 ($16,000) x 30 x (12-3) x 2/3 = C.O.L.A. 

1 
"8,000 x 1 x 6 = $480 per year for all retired teachers who taught at 

least 30 years. 

Advantages of formula as proposed: 1) Non-accumulative. When a straight per~ 
centage method is used those who now have the largest benefits receive the larg
est C.O.L.A. 2) All retirees regardless of when they retired are given the same 
cost-of-living increase. It is the belief thatcost-of-living increases are the 
same or similar for all regardless of present benefit. 3) Future increases are 

,automatically adjusted by using the average salary and percentage changes in 
C.P.I. 4) Years of service will give greater increases to those who have given 
the most years of service. 4) Increases in C.O.L.A. will not be based on bene
fits now being received. 

Restrictive safeguards in the formula: 1) The Consumer Price Index is based on 
the average increase over the previous three-year period. 2) The average salary 
of active persons is always of the previous year. 3) There would be no C.O.L.A. 
unless the C.P.I. exceeds three percent. 4) No increase would be based on more 
than a 12 percent increase (six percent highest benefit) in-C.P.I. regardless of 
how much the C.P.I. exceeded this. 5) No C.O.L.A. would be made during the first 
three years a person was retired. 6) If the funding request is not granted by 
the Legislature, the C.O.L.A. and minimum monthly benefits allowances will be 
reduced to reflect the available funding. 
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TESTIMONY OF JAMES W. FLYNN, DIRECTOR 

DEPARTMEN.T OF FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS 

March 24, 1981 

In House Appropriations Committee 
on HB 616 

, 

Mr, Chairman, members of the committee, my name is Jim Flynn. 

I appear today on behalf of the Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

in support of HB 616. 

In Montana, as in most other western states, the wise use and 

. ~allocation of our surface and ground waters is one of the most important 

decisions facing- us today. Decisions made concerning water use now 

will not only affect our generation, but future generations of 

Montanans as well. 

A subs tan tial, sound da.ta base concerning all aspects of our 

water resources is necessary to make wise and meaningful decisions 

as well as to solve many of the existing water problems we face today. 

The Montana University Joint Water Resources Research Center has 

been instrumental in sponsoring research projects and funding worth-

while studies to develop such a data base. My department has served 

on the advisory council to the Water Resources Center for many years, 

and can attest to the quality of work administered by the center and 

the relevancy of the research results. Every effort is made by the 

center to identify real problem areas and tailor research projects 

to address those' problems. 

The need for water related data has not diminished. If any-

thing, that need will increase in the future as competition increases 

for the use of Montana's limited water resources. The Water Resources 

Research Center provides a useful function by providing needed data for 

the wise use and allocation of our waters. That function must be 

continued. We .urge this committee to support HB 616. 



TESTIMONY OF JAMES W. FLYNN, DIRECTOR 
, 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS 

March 24, 1981 

In" House Appropriations Committee 
on HB 616 

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, my name is Jim Flynn. 

I appear today on behalf of the Department of Fish, Wildlife· & Parks 

in support of HB 616. 

In Montana ~., as in most other western states, the wise use and 

~allocation of our.surface and ground waters is one of the most important 

decisions facing us todayo Decisions made concerning water use now 

will not only affect our generation~ but future generations of 

Montanans as well .•. 

A substantial f sound data base concerning all aspects of our 

water resources is-necessary to make wise and meaningful decisions 

as well as to solve many of the existing water.problems we face todayo 

The Montana University Joint Water Resources Research Center has 

been instrumental·in sponsoring research projects and funding worth-

while studies to develop such a data base. My department has served 

on the advisory council to the Water Resources Center for many years, 

and can attest to the quality of ~ork administered by the center and 

the relevancy of the research results. Every effort is made by the 

center to identify real problem areas and tailor research projects 

to address those problems. 

The need for water related data has not diminished. If any-. 

thing, that need wili increase in the future as competition increases 

for the use of Montana's limited water resources. The Water Resources 

Research Center provides a useful function by providing needed data for 

the wise use and allocation of our waters. That function must be 

continued. We urge this committee to support HB 616. 



TESTIMONY OF JAMES W. FLYNN, DIRECTOR 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS 

March 24, 1981 

In House Appropriations Committee 
on HB 616 

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, my name is Jim Flynn. 

I appear today on behalf of the Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

in support of HB 616. 

In Montana,' as in most other western states, the wise use and 

. ;allocation of our surface and ground waters is one of the most important 

decisions facing us today. Decisions made concerning water use now 

will not only affect our generation, but future generations of 

Montanans as well.: 

A substantial, sound data base concerning all aspects of our 

water resources is~ necessary to' make wise and meaningful decisions 

as well as to solve many of the existing water problems we face today. 

The Montana University Joint Water Resources Research Center has 

been instrumental in sponsoring research projects and funding worth-

while studies to develop such a data base. My department has served 

on the advisory council to the Water Resources Center for many years, 

and can attest to the quality of work administered by the center and 

the relevancy of the research results. Every effort is made by the 

center to identify real problem areas and tailor research projects 

to address those problems. 

The need for water related data has not diminished. If any-

thing, that need will increase in the future as competition increases 

for the use of Montana's limited water resources. The Water Resources 

Research Center provides a useful function by providing needed data for 

the wise use and allocation of our waters. That function must be 

continued. We urge this committee to support HB 616. 
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Testimony, House Appropriations Committee, March 23, 1981 

1. Rep. Kathy McBride 

2. John Badgley, Ph.D. 
Institute of the Rockies 
Missoula 

~\ Charless W. Fowlkes, Ph.D. 
Fowlkes Engineering 

J a.. B:;: ~J «~fJd ISlfvG
(~ 4. Prof. ~n Robbi~s_ ' 

Biofuels Task Force 
Montana State University 
Bozeman 

6/ Dan Mizner, Director L I" I /V' G !;; 17J /1': 

League of Cities, Helena . 
Possibly: (a) Senator Story 

(b) Rep. Yardley 
(c) Rep. Ellison 

6. Major Caldwell 
Horizon Lodge 
Conrad 

8. 

~} 

6' 

Dr. Jerry Plunke~t 
Chairman, First Renewable Energy Advisory Council, 1976 
Director, Montana Energy Research and Development Institute 
Butte 

Earlene Ostberg 
Rural Route 1 
Power 

Mike Lang 
Ethanol of Montana 
Miles City 

Don Brelsford 
Brelsford Engineering 
Bozeman 

(j'-' ------------7"/ Dr: v •. J (;: (- ., 
';::"'1"'\ ...-~'),,,d 

11. James Hodge 
Northern Tier Pipeline 
Chairman, Renewable Energy Advisory Council 
Member of the first Council - 1976 



/'" 

C~2. 

16. 

Bruce Kania, President 
A. E. Montana, Inc. 
Bozeman/Amsterdam 

Thor Jackola 
Energy Engineering, Inc. 
Kalispell 

Harold Morgenstern 
President, East Shore Engineering 

and Construction 
Vista Lago Landowners Association 
Big Fork 

Richard Meade, Contractor 
Great Falls. 

Prof. Dennis Blackketter 
Mechanical Engineering Department 
MSU - Member of Renewable Energy 

Advisory Council; Member of 
State Board of Professional Engineers 

17. Peter Antonioli 

68. 

Director, Conservation/Alternative Energy 
Montana Power Company 
Butte 

Jess Long 
Executive Secretary 
School Administrators of Montana 
Helena 

19. Patsy Reimche 
Nashua 
Representing Women Involved in 

Farm Economics (WIFE) 

(zD.i ,;\'1- or I, P .. , C C'I () <C >-t'c"Jl' h ~ <;5-: 5 i" ~, r 
------ Representing Forestry School, UM 

Missoula 

--~ 21. Wilbur Scott 

22. 

23. 

AG/NRG Executive Committee 
Great Falls 

Fr~' Gruber 
Co actor 
Hel 

f'd K~rLe'- . 
Jobs MeBr1de,-Beputy Dlrector 
National Center for Appropriate Technology 
Butte 

24. Lynn Lundborg, Owner 
Lynn's Stove Shop 
Representing the energy business sector 
Helena 



25. Terry Savage 

_->"",26. 

27. 

28. 

30. 

Real Estate Broker 
Superior 

Linda Nielson 
Nashua 
Representing Agri Processors 
Valley Industrial Park 
Old Glasgow Air Force Base 

Professor John Means 
University of Montana 
Missoula 

Margaret Neu 
Lewis and Clark Library 
Helena 

Dan Miles, Chairman 
Agrifuels Corporation 
Polson 

Senator Harold Dover 
Lewistown 

Nl"d,1J 
) 
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3-d-3~1 

FY 1981 

GRANTS AWARDED IN FALL 1980 " 

RENEWABLE ENERGY GRANTS PROGRAM 

Definite Grants S 480,040.00 

Tentative Grants 1,818,948.00 

Ea.marked for 
Requests for Proposals (RFP ' s) 381,000.00 

$2,679,988.00 

DEPARl"1ENT OF NA'rURAL ~URCE.s 

AND CDNSERVATION 

January, 1981 

."" 
. : 



• 

GRANT PERIOD SEVEN 
FY 1981 

Energy Number of Funds Number of Amount of 
Ca tego r,l AEelications Requested Grants Funding 

Received Awarded 

Solar 51 $1,232,400 20 $ 361,833* 

Wind 34 859,342 1 2 265,424 

Wood 7 199,432 4 34,374 

Biomass 41 2,254,777 24 1,276,202 

Geothermal 7 194,130 3 118,321 

Hydro 15 465,701 7 147,000 

Education/ 
Technical 
Assistance 20 536,997 9 95,834 

TOTALS 175 $5,742,779 79 $2,298,989 

*Th.i~· includes thes~ major prQjects: 

Highway Maintenance Building, Helena $ 80,000 
Job Service Center, Bozeman 76,000 
Medicine lake High School 75,000 

TOTAL $231,000 

2/2/81 



DETAIL OF SPRING 19RI RF.~ESTS FOR PROPOSALS (RFP IS) 

Designs for model earth
sheltered homes 1n Montana 

Development of eutectic 
salt as solar heat storage 

Research into solar photo
chemical energy 1n production 
of hydrogen 

Reduction and analysis of 
data from Wind M~nitorini 
Loan Program 

Development of a wind genera
tor and electrolysis cell to 
produce hydrogen 

Wood stove test facility 

Research and publication 
into building orientations 
and solar access 1n subdivisions 

Research and publication of 
manual for assist3ncc to small 
businesses for development of 
their renewable energy goods 
and services capability 

Development of a home energy 
computer to assist homeowners 
1n determining the feasibility 
of installing renewable energy 
systems 

Purchase of additional wind 
monitoring equipment for use 
throughout the state 

of 

TOTAL RFP's 

$ 10,000.00 

$ 28,000.00 

$ 50,000.00 

$ 30,000.00 

$ 8,000.00 

$ 90,000.00 

$ 15,000.00 

$ 70,000.00 

$ 50,000.00 

$ 30,000.00 

$ 381,000.00 



CUMULATIVE MEASURABLE BENEFITS 
THROUGH FY 1981 

Renewable Energy Bureau staff has estimated energy 

savings resulting directly from demonstration projects 

from the first grants in 1976 through the definite grants 

awarded in FY 1981. This direct cumulative savings is 

estimated at 803 billion BTU's (British Thermal Units). 

This is equivalent to about 138,000 barrels of crude oil 

or about $4.5 million at current prices~ Significant 

additional BTU savings would result through the tentative 

grants, and indirect savings are also happening from demon-

stration grants and from Program-sponsored research, de-

ve10pment and commercialization. 

In addition to this significant return on investment, 

the approximately $5 million 1n state grant money (including 

FY81 definite and tentative funding amounts) 1S bringing 

1n more than $62 million in federal or private matching funds 

and 15 creating more than 240 permanent, full-time jobs, as 

w~ll as additional part-time employment. 



Lincoln 
Flnth .. ad 

Troy Schools 

AREAl 

i. Wayne Fletcher 
Drawer b 
Troy, MT 59935 

Marc Carstens 
Route 1, Box 99 
Polson, MT 59860 

Richard Wrench 
115 Garland Street 
Kalispell, MT 59701 

Richard Wrench 
115 Garland Street 
Kalispell, MT 59701 

William C. Black 
Box 138 
Troy, MT 59935 

• Salish Kootenai 
Community College 
i. Gerlad Slater 
Box 117 
Pablo, MT 59855 

Matt Keane .-
Route 3, Box 19-C 
Thompson Falls, MT 59873 

James R. Brown 
Quinn's Hot Springs 
Box 187 
Paradise, MT 59857 

Dan Miles 
AGRI-Fuels Corporation 
Box 3371 
Polson, MT 59860 

tT 01 rKUJtLI~ 

...: . . ,:lnu\'r!l 

1.111. .. 

AREA I 
DEFINITE 

Renewable energy 
education program 

Alcohol and oil ex
traction from seed crops 

Prototype fireplace 
insert 

Two "do-it-yourself" 
pamphlets on renewable 
energy 

Wind-powered electric 
system 

AREA I 
TENTATIVE 

Solar heating, cooling 
and lighting of multi
use facility 

Solar heated/earth
sheltered housing design 

Geothermal heating system 

Farm-scale alcohol still 

$ 1,333.00 

~ 5,000.00 

S 7,500.00 

$ 2,000.00 

S 4,500.00 

$ 20,000:00 

$ 14,000.00 

$ 5,000.00 

~ 50,00n.00 



Energy Engineering 
Box 1997 
Kalispell, MT 59901 

Vista Lago Land-
owners Assoc. 

Jane Pitkin, President 
East Lake Shore 
Bigfork, MT 59911 

Orlena Barnard 
1395 Swan -Highway _ 
Bigfork, MT 59911 

Merle Jore 
Route 2, Box 58A 
Ronan, MT 59864 

Major alcohol plant us~ng 
geothermal heat 

Small hydroelectric system 
for subdivision 

AREA I 
TENTATIVE 

Residential hydroelectric 
system 

Residential hydroelectric 
system 

$100,000.00 

S 60,000.00 

See note belo\11 

5 e e not e bel 0\11 

NOTE: These and two hydroelectric projects in Area IX were approved 
contingent on hiring an enginee~ing consultan~ through a request 
for proposals process, to provide technical assistance to the 
grantees-. The Department approved definite funding of 
$16,000.00 for consultant service to all four projects. Also 
~pproved was definite funding of ~16,OOO.00 for a system at 
the most feasible site and tentative funding of $50,000.00 for 
systems at the remaining sites. 

Glacit'r 
I·ondera 
Toole 

AREA II 

Patrick E. Wyse 

Uberty 
II ill" 
Blnint· 

406 South Virginia Street 
Conrad, MT 59425 

Orville & David Oien 
RR 3, Box 89 
Conrad, MT 59425 

c 

AREA II 
DEFINITE 

Passive solar heating of 
large commercialbuilding 

AREA II 
TENTATIVE 

Farm-scale methane digester 

$ 15,213.00 

$ 94,045.00 



Phillips 
Valley , 
Danif'ls 
Shf·ridan 
Hoo~cwlt 

I"'lrult'um 

AREA III 

Dwain Prellwitz 
Box 1408 
Malta, MT 59538 

Ron Audet 
Box 423 
S cob e y, t1T 59263 

Harlow Strandlund 
Homestead, MT 59242 

Randy Holton 

( ~arfjt·I.1 
.'-Jd:mw 
Hit-hland 
Uawson 
\ri!t;1I1X 

Archer gtar Rt, Box 11 
Plentywood, MT 59254 

Medicine Lake High School 
Karl Fiske, Supt. 
Medicine Lake, MT 59247 

Ben \>. Bollwitt 
216 5th st. H.P. 
Glendive, MT 59330 

AGRI-Processors 
% Jim Smrcka 
Glasgow, MT 59230 

David Erickson 
735 Knapp St. 
Wolf Point, MT 59201 

Bruce Bannister 

.' 

AREA III 
DEFINITE 

Portable, homemade solar 
furnace 

Wood and solar heating 
system 

Biomass furnace 

Solar shop heating 

Solar panels for space 
heating of school complex 

$ 

s 

s 

s 

$ 
$ 

Low-cost solar heating system $ .. 

AREA III 
TENTATIVE 

Commercial alcohol 
plant .., 
Wind-pqwered electric 
sys~em 

Wind energy study of eastern 
Montana (See Area IX) 

900.00 

2,500.00 

4,530.00 

1,000.00 

12,000.00 D 
63,000.00 T 

2,550·00 

• -.. 
$150,000.0 1 

$ 9,245.0 



AREA IV 

Mine'ral H:naUi 
;\1iS~IiU!R (;rnnile 

Carol & Mike Gauthier 
1364 East Dickinson 
Missoula, MT 59801 

Tom Montgomery 
Wextern Timber 
Utilization Group 

2801 Russell 
Missoula, MT 59801 

Steve Loken 
1342 Van Buren 
Missoula, MT 59801 

Benjamin Stout 
Forestry School 
University of Montana , . 
Missoula, MT 59801 

Charles Gividen 
Route 1, Box 66-B 
Victor, MT 59875 

AREA IV 
DEFINITE 

Installation and monitoring 
of low-pollution, wood-fired 
boiler 

Feasibility study of using 
forest thinnings as fuel 

Guide to passive solar 
housing in Montana 

AREA IV 
TENTATIVE 

Solar lumber kiln 

Solar gre~nhouse for 
for home heating 

$ 9,374.00 

$ 15,500.00 

$ 7,515.00 

$ 35,528.00 

$ 4,461.00 



,,'uwell 
Lt~wi~ & Clark 

j.·ff,-p'''n 
'I.·a~h('r 

Tom Harpole 

io ... 

Earth Energy Institute 
Box 304 
Avon, MT 59713 

Lewis and Clark Library 
120 S. Last Chance Gulch 
Helena, MT 59601 

New Western Energy Show 
226 Power Block . 
Helena, MT 59601 

AREA V 
DEFINITE 

Geothermal greenhouse for 
commercial use 

Energy collection 
development program 

AREA V 
TENTATIVE 

Energy education kit 
for schools 

$ 13,321.00 

S 21,056.00 



AREA VI 

T"hm 
(Jwh"au 

Cnsr811e 

J •• dith IbsiJl 
h-r""u," 

Rick McIntyre 
Box 686 
Hobson, MT 59452 

Russell Hansen 
715 West Pine 
Lewistown, MT 59457 

AG NRG 
% Joe Renders 
Box 1243 
Helena, MT 59624 

The Fagenstrom Company 
Box 2623 
Great Falls, MT 59403 

Sun Prairie Energy 
% Mary Holtz 
Rou te 1Fl 
Fairfield, MT 59436 

Dave & vicki Gustafson 
Box L62 
Simms, MT 59477 

Charles Bronec 
Star Route 
Geraldine, MT 59446 

Fergus Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. 

% Dick Peck 
Box 5 8 ~ 

Lewistown, MT 59547 

Clark Carter 
101 Mountain View 
Lewistown, MT 59457 

Richard Meade 
4600 10th Avenue North 
Great Falls. MT 59401 

AREA VI 
DEFINITE 

Wind monitoring study 

Solar space and water 
. heating retrofit 

AREA VI 
TENTATIVE 

Commercial alcohol facility 
in Great Falls 

Prototype solar and earth
sheltered building 

Feasibility study.of 
commercial alcohol plant 

-Purchase of boiler, if 
feasible 

Farm-scale wind-powered 
gen .. erator 

Farm-scale alcohol plant 

Wind monitoring study 

Study of aspen as alcohol 
feedstock 

Energy self-sufficient 
village using biomass 

$ 403.00 

$ 4,529.00 

$200,000.00 

$ 7,000.00 

$ 10,000.00 

$ 60,000.00 

$ 3,175.00 

$ 37,000.00 

$ 51,410.00 ... ... 
$ 32,800.00 

$ 50,000.00 



ARr-A VII 

J ~t·t·r I.ud!!c· 
SiiH'rhow 
3t·avf·rh,.nd 

Western Montana College 
% Thomas Briggs 
Dillon, MT 59725 

Larry & Peggy Racicot 
2040 Roberts 
Butte, MT 59701 

Montana Energy and MHD 
Research and Development 
Institute 

Box 3809 
Butte, MT 59701 

. , 

AREA VIII 

Mallison 
Gallatin 
Park 

A. E. Montana, Inc 
B. G. Kania, Pres. 
717 South 14th Avenue 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

Department of Admin. 
AlE Division-Design Bureau 
1500 East Sixth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 

AREA VII 
DEFINITE 

Feasibility study of 
garbage burning generation 

AREA VII 
TENTATIVE 

Passive solar/wood stove 
residential heating system 

Feasibility study of 
commercial alcohol plant 
(in Anaconda) 

AREA VIII 
DEFINITE 

Commercial al~ohol facility 
in Amsterdam 

Solar heating system of 
Bozeman Job Service building 

$ 6,000.00 

$ 6,491.00 

$100,000.00 

$ 25,000.00 D 
$ 50,000.00 T 

$ 76,000.00 



- D. O. Bla~kketter and 
C. R. Wimberly 
Dept. of Mech. Engrng. 
MSr.; 
Bozeman, MT 59717 

Richard Hodder 
2479 Bear Canyon Road 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

Brelsford Engineering 
-Box 1252 
B~zeman,' MT 59715 

Feasibility study of a 
garbage burning generation 
system 

Compost space heater 

Alcohol distillation 
process using solar heat 

Lauren McKinsey Summer Energy Institute 
Dept. of Political Science 
MSU 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

Charless Fowlkes 
31 Gardner Pa~k Drive 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

Community Development 
Office 

City of Livingston 
% Ed Stern 
Livingston, MT 59047 

Marcus, McBeen 
Box 64 
Gardiner, MT 59030 

Mon~ St. University 
Roy Linn 
Extension Safety and 

Energy Specialist 
409 Cobleigh Hall 
Bozeman, MT 59717 

Human Resources 
Development Council 
District Nine 

234 East Main 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

Charless FowJ.kes 

Brelsford Engineering 
Box 1252 
Bozeman, ~T 59715 

John Robbins 
Chemistry Department 
NSU 
Bozeman, MT )~115 

Solar insolation monitoring 
at 30 high schools 

Wind-powered electric 
generators for municipal 
sewer lagoon 

Solar domestic hot water 
system 

Biofuel and other 
renewable energy forum 

AREA VIII 
TENTATITVE 

Solar greenhouse renovation' 
in Three Forks 

Performance monitoring of 
solar heating prcjects 

Biomass pilot plant 

Research in anerobic-_ 
digestion 

$ 7-3, 3 1 4 • 0 ( 

$ 1,200.0 1 

$ 13,135.0' 

$ 3,136.0 

$ 37,400.01 

$ 25,000.00 
$ 28,250.00 

$ 4,837.00 

$ 6,025.00 

$ ll,304.(J 

$ 38,379.( 

$ 32,800.0 

$ 23,OOO~0 



David Ward 
Dept. of Microbiology 
MSU 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

Warren Scarrah 
Dept. of Chem. Engrg. 
MSU 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

Bair Electric, Inc. 
%Richard D. Cook 
Box 725 
Livingston, MT 59047 

Harold Johnson 
Springdale, MT 59082 

Joseph & Diana Gilliam 
616 North ilL" 
L\vingston, MT 59047 

AREA IX 

Research in methane 
conversion 

Testing of barley grain and 
straw in water absorption 
from hydrous alcohol 

Wind-powered electric 
system 

Wind-powered electric 
system 

Solar greenhouse for home 
heating 

WhclIll:mtl 
(;olejen VaHey 
M 1I .... ,.bh('1I 
~;Wt"t·t (; ras 

Still~ att'r 

Ydl()w~tone 

Tr"Il!o>un' 

Bruce Bannister 
Box 795 
Billings, MT 59103 

« :arhon 
Bi,l{ Horn 

AREA IX 
DEFINITE 

- Wind monitoring at Rosebud 
- Electric generator, if 

feasible 
Wind monitoring of 10 other 
eastern Montana sites 

$ 14,052.00 

$ 15,413.00 

$ 7,200.00 ... 

$ 4,800.00 

$ 5,055.00 

$ 5,000.00 
Also: 
$ 50,000.00 T 
$ 10,000.00 T 

Daviei' Coles 
Molt, MT 59057 

Wi~d powered electric system $ 5,541.'00 

Alternative Energy 
Resources Organization 

424 Stapleton Building 
Billings, MT 59101 

Harlowton High School 
% Gary Olsen 
Harlowton, MT 59036 

Dan Aad1and 
Box 549 
Absarokee, MT 59001 

Northern Plains Resource 
Council 

419 Stapleton Building 

Community Energy Outreach 
Program 

Vo-ag solar energy program 

Residential solar addition 

Rural energy outreach 

$ 15,682.00 

$ 6,457.00 

$ 10,000.00 

$ 20,165.00 



George Siemion 
Box 484 YRS 
Hardin, MT 59034 

Small-scale hydroelectric $ 

. -. 
5,000.OQ.o 

Ron Cole 
670 Sapphire 
Billings, MT 59101 

Virgil Jones 
Klein Star Route 
Roundup, M~ 59072 . 
Stanley Wiatr 
Dept. of Biology 
Eastern Montana College 
Billings, MT 59101-

project 

AREA IX 
TENTATIVE 

.. 

Vertical-axis windmill 
design 

Solar greenhouse 

Study of biomass potential 
of fodder beets and cattails 

DeVries Alcohol Fuel, Inc. Commercial alcohol plant 
Rockvale, MT 

Jim Dick 
113 Henry Road 
Billings, MT 59102 

James Murnion 
Box 55 
Shawmut~ MT 59078 

Rust·hud 
C :lIstt'r 
Fallun 

AREA X 

Small-scale hydroelectric 
system 

Small-scale hydroelectric 
system 

Powrlt'r Hi"t'r 
( :lIrh'r 

AREA X 
DEFINITE 

$ 28,000.00 

$ 4,670.00 

$ 28,913.00 

$100,000.00 

See note 
Area I 

See note 
Area I 

Wind monitoring at Rosebud 
(See Area IX, definite) 

Lange Farms, Inc. 
Box 1232 
Miles City, MT 59301 

Bruce Bannister 

AREA X 
TENTATIVE 

Commercial alcohol plant 

Wind monitorin2 of eastern 

$100,000. 
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Energy Research - Biofuels Task Force at MSU 

Research projects that would be cut out if the Alternative energy revenue 

is reduced would be: 

1. Using Montana barley for dehydration of alcohol to reduce energy 
input for alcohol production. 

2. Factors affecting bioconversion and anaerobic digestion: Stability 
with increased production. 

3. Rate limitations imposed by methanogen bacteria in methane produc
tion. 

The first project is a start-up project whereas the other two are projects 

that have been underway for a few years. The projects dealing with methane 

production have made good progress thus far. But there are some important 

accomplishments that could be made if these projects were to be continued. The 

second project has shown ways to improve methane yields and has come up with 

practical suggestions for producing methane fuel in Montana. This study has 

also discovered a new technique for investigating the processes occurring in 

digesters that would greatly simplify the gathering of infonmation. We are 

prepared to pursue the application of this technique but may not be able to 

pursue it due to the lack of funds. This technique would be of interest 

throughout the world if we are successful. 
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I am, Frank Gruber, 4930 B1ihway 12 West, Helena, owner 
or the Brbadwater Athletic Club and house that is heated com
~letely with geothermal ene~C1. I am in support of-House Bill 
H80l, line item #20, Enerl7~Planning. I received ~ $15,000 
grant in 1976 in build a demonstration model, using geothermal 
energy tor heating in a suDdlvision. With the grant money, I 
was Buccessful in designinaa heating system for home heating. 
Because ot the cost of res81lPCh and the limited amount of, informa
tion in this area, I probab17 would not have done this with my 
own money. 

Due to the success and information learned from this, I 
used a similar type system on the Broadwater Athletic Club. It 
also has worked very well. 

With this energy savina, I have already exceeded the cost 
or the grant. Anybody havina access to the resource could 
build a similar system for home heating, with this inrormation, 
for under $2,000. 



FY 1981 

GIWITS l\Wi'\IDF!) IN F'NJ., 1980 

FRf.M'rHE 

Definite Grants ~ 480,040.00 

Tentative Grants 1,818,948.00 

F.armarkcd for 
Requests for Proposals (HPJ" s) 381,00f).OO 

'1UI'l\I. $2,679,988.00 

ANJ) CDNSERVATION 

,January, 1981 



GRANT PERIOD SEVEN 

Energy 
f~teg~ 

Solar 

Wind 

Wood 

Biomass 

Geothermal 

Hydro 

Education/ 
Technical 
Assistance 

TOTALS 

Numver of 
~~p n cat ion s 

Received 

51 

34 

7 

-11 

7 

1 5 

20 

175 

FY 1981 

Funds 
Reg-ue?-t:ed 

$1,232,400 

859,342 

199,432 

2,254.777 

194,130 

465,701 

536.997 --------
$5,742,779 

*This includes these major-projects: 

H i 9 h way '-1 a i n ten a nee! B u i 1 din g, HE' 1 e n a 
Job Service Center. Bozeman 
Medicine Lake High School 

TOTAL 

2/2/81 

Number of 
-Grants -

Awa rded-

20 

1 2 

4 

24 

3 

7 

9 

79 

$ 80,000 
76,000 
75,000 

$231,000 

Amount of 
Funding 

$ 361,833* 

265,424 

34.374 

1.276.202 

118,321 

147,000 

95.834 

$2.298.989 
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CUHULATIVE NEASI1HABLE BENEFITS 
• TIIROUr:1I FY 1981 

R .. ~ new, a b 1 e Ene r g y Bur e a u s t a f f II a s est i mat e den erg y 

saving~ resulting directly from d0monstration projects 

from the first grants in 1976 through the definite grant8 

awarded in FY 1981. This direct cumulative savings is 

estimated at R03 billion BTU's {British Thermal Units>. 

This is equivalent to about 138,000 barrels of crude oil 

or about $4.5 million at current prices. Significant 

additional BTU savings would result through the tentative 

grants, and indirect savings are also happening from demon-

stration grants ~nd from Program-sponsored research, de-

velopmcnt and commercialization. 

In 3ddition to this signific.1nt return on investment, 

the approximately $5 million in state grant money {including 

FY81 definite and tentative funding amounts} is bringing 

in more than 562 million in federal or private matching funds 

and lS creatin~ morc than 240 permanent, full-~ime jobs, as 

well as additional part-time employment. 
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.. 

Lincoln 
Flathead 

Troy Schools 

AREAl 

% Wayne Fletcher 
Drawer 0 
Troy, MT 59935 

Marc Carstens 
Route 1, Box 99 
Polson, MT 59860 

Richard Wrench 
115 Garland Street 
Kalispell, MT 59701 

Richard Wrench 
115 Garland Street 
Kalispell, MT 59~01 

William C. Black 
Box 138 
Troy, MT 59935 

Salish Kootenai 
Community College 
% Gerlad Slater 
Box 117 
Pablo, MT .59855 

~att Keane 

I 

Route 3, Box 19-C 
Thompson Falls, MT 59873 

James R. Brown 
Quinn's Hot Springs 
Box 187 
Paradise, MT 59857 

l)an Miles 
AGRI-Fuels Corporation 
Box 3311 
Polson, f-4T ,q~6'1 

San(It'rs 
Lake 

AREA I 
DEFINITE 

Renewable energy 
education program 

Alcohol and oil ex
traction from seed crops 

Prototype fireplace 
insert 

Two "do-it-yourself" 
pamphlets on renewable 
energy 

Wind-powered electric 
system 

AREA I 
TENTATIVE 

Solar heating, cooling 
and lighting of multi
use facility 

Solar heated/earth
sheltered housing design 

Geothermal heating system 

Farm-scale alcohol still 

... 
$ 1,333.00 

~ 5,000.00 

$ 7,500:00 

$ 2,000.00 

$ 4,500.00 

$ 20,000.00 

$ 14,000.00 

$ 5,000.00 

~ 50,000.00 
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Energy Engineering 
Box 1997 
Kalispell, MT 59901· 

Vista Lago Land-
owners Assoc. 

Jane Pitkin, President 
East Lake Shore 
Bigfork, MT 59911 

Orlena Barnard 
_1395 Swan Highway 
Bigfork, MT 59911 

Merle Jore 
Route 2, Box 58A 
Ronan, MT 59864 

Major alcohol plant using 
geothermal heat 

Small hydroelectric system 
for subdivision 

AREA I 
TENTATIVE 

Residential hydroe~ectric 
- system 

Residential hydroelectric 
system 

$100,000.00 

$ 60,000.00 

See note belo 

See note helo 

NOTE: These and two hydroelectric projects in Area IX- were approved 
contingent on hiring an engineering consultan~ through a reques 
for proposals process, to provide technical assistance to the 
grantees. -The Department approved definite funding of 
$16,000.00 for consultant service to all four projects. Also 
approved was definite funding of $16,000.00 for a system at 
the most feasibl~ site and tentative funding of $50.000.00 for 
systems at the remaining sites. 

G)acif~r 

Puntlera 
Toole 

AREA II 

Patrick E. Hyse 

l.ibt·rty 
II ill 
HlainfO 

! 

406 South Virginia Street 
Conrad,MT 59425 

orville & David Oien 
RR 3, Box 89 
conrad. !.I1' ,1}425 

AREA II 
DEFINITE 

Passive solar heating of 
large commercialbuilding 

AREA II 
TENTATIVE 

Farm-scale methane digester 

$ 15,213.00 

$ 94,045.00 



Phillips 
VaJley 
Danic·ls 
Slu'ridlln 
ROO8e\'f'lt 

.-,·lrolc·unl 

AREA III 

Dwain Prellwitz 
Box 1408 
Malta, MT 59538 

Ron Audet 
Box 423 
Scobey, MT 59263 

Harlow Strandlund 
Homestead, MT 59242 

Randy Holton 

(;arfid.1 
~h·Con .. 
Hif·hland 
()nw".Ul 
Wihaux 

Archer S"tar Rt, Box 11 
Plentywood; MT 59254 

Medicine Lake High School 
Karl Fiske, Supt. 
Medicine Lake, MT 59247 

Ben D. Bollwitt 
216 5th St. H.P. 
Glendive, MT 59330 

AGRI-Processors 
% Jim Smrcka 
Glasgow, MT 59230 

David Erickson 
735 Knapp st. 
Wolf Point, MT 59201 

Bruce Bannister 

f 

AREA III 
DEFINITE 

Portable, homemade solar 
furnace 

Wood and solar heating 
system 

Biomass furnace 

Solar shop heating 

. 
Solar panels for space 
heating of school complex 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 
$ 

Low-cost solar heating system $ 

AREA III 
TENTATIVE 

, 

Commercial alcohol 
plant 

Wind-powered electric 
system 

Wind energy study of eastern 
Montana (See Area IX) 

900.00 

2,500.00 

4,530.00 

1,000.00 

12,000.00 
63,000.00 

2,550.00 

$150,000. 

$ 9,245. 



AREA IV .. 

Mint'ral H:nlllli 
Mill"uula (;rRnilt~ 

Carol & Mike Gauthier 
1364 East Dickinson 
Missoula, MT 59801 

Tom Montgomery 
Wextern Timber 
Utilization Group 

2801 Russell 
Missoula, MT 59801 

Steve Loken 
1342 Van Buren 
Missoula, MT 59801 

Benjamin Stout 
Forestry School 
University of Montana 
Missoula, MT 59801 

Charles Gividen 
Route 1, Box 66-B 
Victor, MT·59875 

I 

• 

AREA IV 
DEFINITE 

Instal1at1on and monitoring $ 9,374.00 
of low-pollution, wood-fired 
boiler 

Feasibility study of using 
forest thinnings as fuel 

Guide to passive solar 
housing in Montana 

AREA IV 
TENTATIVE 

Solar lumber kiln 

Solar greenhouse for 
for home heating 

$ 15,500.00 

$ 7,515.00 

$ 35,528.00 

$ 4,461.00 



-

AREA V 

Powell 
Lcwila & Clurk 

J..£r,'r'\un 
:\Ic'u~l ... r 

Tom Harpole 
Earth Energy Institute 
Box 304 
Avon, MT 59713 

Lewis and Clark Library 
120 S. Last Chance Gulch 
Helena, HT 59601 

New Weste--n Energy Show 
226 Power- Block 
Helena, MT 59601 

AREA V 
DEFINITE 

Geothermal greenhouse for 
commercial use 

Energy collection 
development program 

AREA V 
TENTATIVE 

Energy education kit. 
for schools 

$ 13,321.00 

$ 19,994.00 

$ 21,056.00 



• 
AREA VII 

J)ct'r I.od~t· 
Sih-erhow 
3t'avt'rht'lld 

Western Montana College 
% Thomas Briggs 
Dillon, MT 59725 

Larry & Peggy Racicot 
2040 Roberts 
Butte, MT 59701 

Montana Energy and MHD 
Research and Deve1~pment 

- Institute 
Box 3809 
Butte, MT 59701 

AREA VIII 

MallisH" 
Gallalin 
Park 

A. E. ~.ntana, Inc 
B. G ... ..KSlO i a, Pre s . 
717_Sputh 14th Avenue 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

Department of Admin. 
AlE Division-Design Bureau 
1500 East Si~~h AV~nYe 
Helen~h tl\f 59601 

AREA VII 
DEFINITE 

Feasibility study of 
garbage burning generation 

AREA VII 
TENTATIVE 

Passive solar/wood stove 
residential heating system 

Feasibility study of 
-commercial alcohol plant 
(in Anaconda) 

AREA VIII 
DEFINITE 

Commercial alcohol facility 
in Amsterdam 

Solar heating system of 
Bozeman Job Service building 

$ 6,000.00 

$ 6,491.00 

$100,000.00 

$ 2>,~004'.oO '.1~ 
$ 50",00'0 .'OO·'! 

$ 76,000.00 
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AREA VI 

Teton .. 
ChohOl\u 
Caseatle 

J lI~lith Hallin 
F('r~ulI 

Rick McIntyre 
Box 686 
Hobson, MT 59452 

Russell Hansen 
715 West Pine 
Lewistown, MT 59457 

AG NRG 
% Joe Renders 
Box 1243 
Helena, M~ 59624 

The Fagenstrom Company 
Box 2623 
Great Falls, MT 59403 

Sun Prairie Energy 
% Mary Holtz 
Route #1 
Fairfield, MT 59436 

Dave & Vicki Gustafson 
Box 162 
Simms, MT 59477 

Charles Bronec 
Star Route 
Geraldine~ MT 59446 

Fergus Electric 
Coo per a t i v e' , Inc. 

i. Dick Peck 
Box 58 
Lewistown, MT 59547 

Clark Carter 
101 Mountain View 
Lewistown, MT 59457 

Richard Meade 
4600 10~R Avenue North 
tireat Falls, HT 59401 

AREA VI 
DEFINITE 

Wind monitoring study 

Solar space and water 
heating retrofit 

AREA VI 
TENTATIVE 

Commercial alcohol facility 
in Great Falls 

Prototype solar and earth
sheltered building 

Feasibility study of 
commercial alcohol plant 

-Purchase of boiler, if 
feasible 

Farm-scale wind-powered 
generator 

Farm-scale alcohol plant 

Wind monitoring study 

Study of aspen as alcohol 
feedstock 

Energy self-sufficient 
village u»in~ biomass 

$ 403.00 

$ 4,529.00 

$200,000.00 

$ 7,000.~0 

$ 10,000.00 

$ 60,000.00 

S 3,175.00 

$ 37,000.00 

$ 5l,4l0.f?0 

$ 32,800.00 

S 50,000.00 
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David Ward 
Dept. of Microbiology 
MSU 
Bozeman, MT 59715 

Warren Scarrah 
Dept. of Chern. Engrg. 
MSU 
Bozeman, MT 59715 ' .. 
Bair Electric, Inc. 
%Richard D. Cook 
Box 725 
Livingston, MT 59047 

Harold Johnson 
Springdale, MT 5~082 

Joseph & Diana Gilliam 
616 North ilL" 
Livingston, MT 59047 

AREA IX 

Research in methane 
conversion 

Testing of harley grain and 
straw in water absorption 
from hydrous alcohol 

Wind-powered electric 
system 

Wind-powered electric 
system 

Solar greenhouse for home 
heating 

Wheal)lI",) 
Golden Vallt"y 
I'tJIIKK .. IKhr.1I 
Swc'C'1 Gra!! 
!'jlill" Ilh'r 

Ydluw!'Ilone 
Tr"Il~Urf' 
(:arhun 

Bruce Bannister 
Box 795 
Billings, MT 59103 

nil{ Hurn 

AREA IX 
DEFINITE 

- Wind monitoring at Rosebud· 
- Electric generator, if 

feasible 
- Wind monitoring of 10 other 

eastern Montana sites 

$ 15,413.00 

$ 7,200.00 

$ 4,800.00 

$. 5,055~00 

$ 5,000.00 
Also: 
$ 50,000.00 
$ 10,000.00 • 

David Coles 
Molt, MT 59057 

Wind powered electric system $ 5,541.00 

Alternative Energy 
Resources Organization 

424 Stapleton Building 
Billings, MT 59101 

Harlowton High School 
% Gary Olsen 
Harlowton, MT 59036 

Dan Aadland 
Box 549 
Absarokee, MT 59001 

Northem Plains Resource 
Council 

A1Q ~tapleton Buildino 

1 

Community Energy Outreach 
Program 

Vo-ag solar energy program 

Residential solar addition 

Rural energy outreach 

$ 15,682.00 

$ 6,457.00 

$ 10,000.00 

$ 20,165.00 
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Statement In Support of House Rill No. 801: 

An Act to Increase Funding During the Biennium Ending June 30, 1981 

Specifically: Energy Planning Item $2,500,00 of Earmarked Revenue for 
SB-86 Renewable Energy Research and Development Program 

Presented: 

March 23, 1981 

by 

DR. JERRY D. PLUNKETT, 
PRESIDENT OF MONTANA ENERGY AND MHD 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE, INC. 
Butte, Montana 

Room 104, State Capital Building 

7 p.m. 

(This statement reflects the professional oplnl0ns and judgments of the 
author and is not an official policy position adopted by the MERDI Board 
of Oi rectors.) 
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Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee, ladies and gentlemen, it is 
indeed my pleasure to appear this evening in support ·of the immediate release 
of funds to further enhance the fine work being done under S8-86 renewable 
energy research and development program. 

I would like to take this opportunity to make a few relevant observations 
and recommendations with respect to S8-86 operations and management by the 
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. 

Program Failures and Complaints! 
• 

Certain general criticisms leveled at the program siln,)ly miss the point 
or are invalid. It is true that many research and develo~nent programs fail 
or do not achieve the expected results. This is precisely the reason for 
the state supporting projects, many of which may not succeed. Those that do 
achieve the results desired have high returns that make the overall program 
a sound investment. 

Keep in mind that projects carried out by private firms are based upon 
the same general philosophy, but usually entail lower risks in keeping with 
the desire for as high and immediate return as possible. 

EXXON has recently announced that the development of a new energy saving 
electric motor has been dropped as a new product even though this very develop
ment was announced with great fanfare less than two years ago. Thus, even 
though EXXON invested $1.4 billion in a firm and proceeded with what appeared 
as a sure thing, the end result was a failure. Such is R&D, and the S8-86 
program will not be different. 

There is reason to ask why the State of Montana and the taxpayers should 
pay for the renewable R&D program. The answer is very simple-the farmers 
and ranchers, as well as the small businessmen, cannot individually make the 
investment due to narrow or negative profit margins. In order for these 
businesses to keep pace with the rest of the world's businesses, and. to 
enhance their productivity as well as further increase Montana jobs and·' 
business activity, R&D is essential, especially R&D directed toward Montana's 
immediate and future renewable energy needs. 

With respect to the criticism that wood-burning stoves are being purchased 
for test ••• specific projects in the wood burning area may not have been as 
useful as they could have been. However, western and central Montana contain 
large amounts of timber, logging residues, mill residues, and dead and downed 
timber that can be used by ordinary citizens harvesting from the public 
lands with chain saws and pickup trucks or could be sold to others. 

Yet the utilization of this resource is restricted, or will be so in 
the future, due to the very large environmental insult from existing wood 
stoves. Wood, by its chemical nature,contains no sulfur yet is difficult 
to burn in a pollution free manner with present stove designs. Even airtight 
models simply sit and cook off large quantities of aerosols under the best 
of operating conditions and using the greatest care. It is a matter of 
greatest urgency that new wood-burning equipment for homes and small commercial 
buildings be developed. This must be a matter of high priority for S8-86 
R&D. 

1 



Program Direction 

The SB-86 program was established to promote innovations and to demonstrate 
renewable energy technology particularly smaller scale technology for individuals 
and small businesses. Two years ago, the bill was amended to allow commercial 
production of energy, for example, via alcohol plants and electric wind generators. 
I strongly supported this change, and I believe it has added an important 
dimension to the program. 

However, further changes are needed. Since many solar homes are now in 
place and working and other renewable energy systems have been installed at 
diverse points around the state, it is now possible for the most average residents 
of the state to drive only a short distance to see a model home that may be of 
interest. Thus, while the demonstration program will always need to continue 
filling in gaps with existing renewable energy systems and put in place new 
developments and innovations as the state-of-the-art matures, balance must 
shift to other areas or it will become bogged down in marginal or useless 
activities. 

Any R&D program starts with new ideas, and moves toward a product or 
service that is used individually, or more commonly bought or sold in the 
private sector. Because, the SB-86 program funding was wisely designed to 
increase, as time passes, the funds are increasing. These funds can be wisely 
used or badly misused if we are not careful to understand the changing needs 
and requirements. 

The two hazards are that funds could be thrown away in massive bureaucratic 
studies or piddled away in tiny little research projects that while each contributl 
a paper for some professional and provide a tidy little morsel for a researcher, 
but does nothing to enhance the economy of Montana. Thus, the balance of SB-86 
must shift from innovation, research, and resource studies to the support of 
the some 30 small firms that are now established in fertile soil, but need 
capital to grow. 

When I say this, I would appear to be talking against the interests of 
MERDI since our people being researchers, and good ones, can research and 
study as long as someone will foot the bill. There will always be a need for 
studies and research, but not all plants are equally good for crops. So, we 
must be increasingly selective or this legislature and the taxpayers will be 
supporting the growth of technological weeds. 

I would emphasize that results-oriented, problem-solving technology can 
benefit the State of Montana, and as results are produced, then MERD! will 
benefit. We cannot hit the bull's eye every time, but we can hit often enough 
for it to be an important factor 1n the e~onomic maturity and enrichment of 
Montana. 

MERD! supported the development of fuel alcohol even before it was popular. 
We believed that it was in the interest of the farmers and ranchers of MQotana 
to diversify their markets and to increasingly control the processing o~.their 
products. To my knowledge, we were the only organization that has public~y 
and consistently supported grain fuel ethanol development. We still don't 

2 



know how profitable or how extensive its use will become, but it's important 
that we find out. MERDI's support of fuel ethanol was originally funded with 
our own few dollars because we felt it important to counteract the negative 
professional opinion prevailing at that time. Thank goodness that this situation 
has reversed, and I hope we can now defend the fuel alcohol program against 
its new supporters as we did from its skeptics. While studies that support 
new ideas will always be needed, we must not give out vast sums in small amounts 
for generating what has been described as LPU's or least publishable units. 
That is support for the smallest amount of data that will allow one More research 
paper or report to be published to further clutter up resumes and the techn1ca1 
1 iterature. 

Massive Studies to be Avoided 

Due to the variable nature of solar, wind, and precipitation, it is a 
golden opportunity for endless and essentially useless studies. It is possible 
to consider measuring the flux of the natural elements on every square yard of 
the State of Montana for every second. While this data is essentially useless, 
it sounds great to be assessing the renewable energy resources of Montana, but 
much data is not worth the cost of collection. If the legislature is to protect 
us a 11 from the end1 ess expansi on of the gatheri ng of use1 ess data, then it 
must set firm policies with respect to these type studies. Resource assessment 
is important, in a broad sense, to direct the setting of priorities for selecting 
from various technological developments, but never an end in itself. 

As a perfect example of this type of pathetic bird, I point to that incred
ible inflated turkey the "REV" study. REV stands for Renewable Energy Viabil ity 
study which was conceived as a quick six (6) months study by four (4) people 
to draw in broad strokes the overall renewable energy potential of Montana to 
an accuracy of ± 10%. No great amounts of detail were gathered but a sufficient 
amount to allow proper support for a diversified R&D program based upon sound 
resource data. 

The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation personnel, plus 
selected friendly consultants nestled nearby in Helena, and similar comfortable 
nests, have now blown this sound and badly needed study up to over $1 million 
dollars, and there is no end in sight for this inflated but meatless turkey • 

. It is said that only $200,000 of Montana State money is to be used, and the 
rest will come from the feds. That is pure pie-in-the sky. let's see the 
contract or letter-of-agreement from the Department of Energy. 

Based upon a lack of substance, need, direction, purpose, and common 
sense, I specifically request that this absurd REV study NOT be funded with 
any of these funds I am asking to be released. Further, that a study be done 
in the DNRC to see who has so much idle time to put together such trivia. 

How the Funds Should be Spent 

1.0 Immediately Find Small Grants -- Demonstration 

While the bureaucracy is busy feathering its own nest, there are a 
number of projects that were submitted in 1980 by citizens from over the 
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State that were evaluated and found to be worthwhile. These projects 
remain unfunded. The first priority should be to get this money to these 
grantees as quickly as possible so they can plan to get started this 
summer; thus, the funds can be most effectively spent. All projects 
under $25,000 should be granted immediately and those over $25,000 re
reviewed before ~ction is taken. I would point out that the only proposal 
that I think MERDI has submitted, and which is now approved, falls in the 
reevaluation group. 

2.0 Continue Funding Useful Research and Innovations 

Fund projects that are submitted in response to priority areas, such 
as but not limited to, low pollution, high efficiency wood stoves and 
furnaces. 

3.0 Major Program Direction for 1981 

Since the present bill refers to $2.5 million and the expected fiscal 
year coal tax income for SB-86 is $2.6 million the total is $5.1 million. 
If $600,000 is set aside for previously approved and new grants, this 
would leave $4.5 million remainin.g. I would recommend that ALL of this 
be put into a special fund to be used as a starting fund in support of 
SB-141. This bill provides for authority to be given to the Department 
of Natural Resources and Conservation to make loans through the financial 
institutions in Montana for the commercialization of alternative renewable 
energy • 

This bill ;s so logical, so timely, and important that I urge the 
legislature to pass it and further, to provide a substantial fund to 
get this program moving again. Moreover, I would urge the concentration 
on the production of fuel alcohol as the prime initial target. Further, 
I think an additional $10.5 million of coal tax interest revenues be 
added to provide a total of $15.0 million for alcohol plants. All these 
funds should be made only in the form of loans, not grants. The State 
cannot and should not give grants to everyone. Now that grain fuel 
ethanol is on the verge of commercial success, the funds provided by 
the state should be paid back if successful businesses are established. 
Of course if they fail, no payment would be required. The pay back 
provision will properly tend to limit the amount of funds requested 
and reduce the establishment of new but dependent industries. 

It is vital that the State of Montana step in to fully support 
fuel alcohol production now that the federal government has reduced or 
eliminated its alcohol program. 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

I recommend the passage of HB-801 with ·the amendment that $1.9 million 
of these funds be set aside to support a loan program for alcohol and other 
renewable energy production and related manufacturing activities. 

Further, I strongly recommend that SB-141 be enacted as a companion 
bill to give new direction to the alternative renewable energy program 
by providing the capital needed to establish a viable new economic activity 
to enhance and support agriculture in Montana. 

4 
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March 20, 1981 

'lb: Art Lund 

Reference: House Bill 801 

Horizon Lodge a 236 HOD Elderly Housing project, was the 

recipient of a grant to provide solar energy" to preheat the 

domestic hot water for 96 low income elderly. This project is 

providing monthly savings of $2.54 per person. 

I feel the proposed bill would allow an expansion of re-

search and development at the layman level for additional projects 

in the state. I believe it is essential that funds be provided 

to scientifically monitor existing projects, providing additional 

data that will be useful to all citizens in their individual effort 

to develop alternate energy sources. 

Sincerely, 

47J~~,~~t 
Major T. Caldwell 
Administrator 
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hello, My name is _ Patsy Reimche. My husband and I f a..-rm by Nashua in Northeast 

M::mtana. I am representing W.LF.E.<Women Involved in fann Ecxmcmi.cs). I am the 

State Gasohol Chairman for W. I. f • E. I am here to supFOrt the Renewable Energy 

P.rogram within HB 801. W.Lf.E. feels that this program has focused its attene::c!:!l-l 

on the potential of Agriculture to be an energy producer. 

Of the $1.8 million in tentative grants that were awarded, pending release of 

the funds by t::8.s legislature, $1.3 million would go to projects directly applicable 

to agricult:ura.l use. We feel" this is a big boost to our industry. 

W. I . f . E. has been a strung prom:::>ter of alrohol fuels for the last 4 years. We 

have sent a convoy to Washington D.C., had the first alcohol still in the state and 

brought the first Gasohol to funtana. We have put on workshops all around the state 

with the 5t?ve-top still pronoting alcb.hol protein by-product. Same of you ..may rave 

seen the derronst::xlrt:ion here in the Ca!itol last Thursday. That same still was i..'1Vite( 

to Washington D. C. where the dem:::mstrafOOr. was given in the Senate and House Ag 

Conmi ttees. Some of our members have invested dollars in comneT'Cial plants in l'brrt:anc 

We really do believe in the viaT, i) ity of alcoool as a source of fuel and the by-

product as a high protein hum3n food. 

W.LF.E. will continue to pr01Iote and support alcohol fuel. And we hope the 

state of funtana will push forward too. This program can Go a lot for tbntana and in 

people. W.Lf.E. urges you to support this portion of HB 801. 

Thank You for your time. 
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) TESTIMONY BEFORE THE APPROPRIA-r IOl';S COIVLIVIITTEE, 

OF REPRESENTATIVES, HEARING O~ HOUSE BILl! 801, 
MONTANA HOUSE 
MONpA.f ,. MARC. H :2/3, 

-C:;;Xl_1 / l) ; t ft 
::5-1-3-~ 

I am -ii ii-our E. Sc ott, Great Falls, a member of the board 

of directors and the executive committee of Ag/NRG, Inc., a group 

198 

of Montanans planning the construction and operation of a 1 million 

gallon annual capacity fuel alcohol plant in Cascade county. 

I appear today to support House Bill 801 to increase the 

Department of Natural Resources and" Conservation budget during 

the biennium ending June 30, 1981, specifically in regard to 

the $2,500,000 earmarked revenue for the renewable energy program 

account. 

Our organization, nine of the ten investors of which are 

agricultural producers, including myself, frankly admits to a 

self-interest in this legislation as our proposal to the department 

has received tentative approval for a $200,000 loan based on the 

outcome of the bill before you. 

But, we also have a larger public interest in the development 

of a fuel alcohol industry in Montana, through which the state 

might contribute to the energy self-sufficiency of the nation. 

If this basic economic development is to come to Montana, 

it will be through incentive inspired by the state, because of 

the recent withdrawal of federal support. 

Our own project is at the critical stage of securing financing 

for construction and these funds could be instrumental in that 

achievement. 

This added state support could make our facility one of 

the earliest entries into the alcohol industry in Montana and 

we are pledged to act as a demonstration project, supplying all 

of our information and experiences to others. 

~e have acquired a site in northeast Great Falls, and with 
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the engineering assistance of the Montana Energy and l'flHD Research 

and Development Institute, Inc., Butte, have completed our process 

and design and prepared bid specifications for construction and 

equipment. 

Ours will be a plant which can be duplicated throughout 

Montana, keeping the maximum amount of the construction and equipment 

costs in Montana, and the design objective has been for as simple 

a process as possible, with the maximum number of components 

able to be made in Montana. 

,ve have agreed to make the plant layout and engineering 

designs available to anyone in Montana for the cost of reproduction. 

All plant technical information and, within proper business practice 

limits, fiscal information also will be made available. 

Additionally, when construction is completed and production 

begins, visits to the plant, within the limits of safety and 

sound fiscal operations, will be welcomed by any interested Montana 

citizens. 

This is an industry uniquely suited to Montana's resources 

and capabilities. With the known gasohol potential and the 

anticipated diesel-alcohol technology breakthroughs, Montana 

can benefit greatly from in-state processing of our agricultural 

products as opposed to our traditional captivity of paying the 

freight both ways. 

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, we need your 

support. 

Thank you for hearing me out, for your interest in Montana 

agriculture, and hopefully for putting Montana in the forefront 

of the fuel alcohol industry. 

fi//# ,I I 
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I am a D.N.R.C. grant recipient of D.N.R.C. grant # 603-772 in the amount 
of $14,050. 

These funds have been used to construct a 12 KW Hyro-electric plant on our 
small ranch S.W. of Superior, Mt. In conjunction with the hydro plant, 
we have also built, with our own financing an mostly concrete 2,000 sq.ft. 
modern all electric,energy efficient, subterranean house. This proj~ct'has 
been very difficult and has spanded a time period from 1977 to the pr~sent. 
We have personally expended a great deal of our money and our time on the 
project, to a point where now the project has taken all of our personallf 
available funds and then some. 

The first problem was encountered in 1977 when we tried to get adequate 
information on specific hydro-electric plants that are available and engineered 
on our site. We quickly learned that competent people and firms in this field 
are far inbetween. This has not subatantially changed today. The large firms 
that have a history in hydro are not interested nor can they economically 
handle such small projects. Most of the firms in small hydro are relatively 
new and small, without a history and without financial capability to protect 
the comsumer. 

Our second problem was financing. Financing was virtually impossible. We 
were truned down by all the lacal lending sources including the F.L.B. It 
was only with a letter to the White House that we were able to get F.H.A. 
insurance und£r F.H.A.'s 233 experimental housing program. Even with F.H.A. 
insurance, because of the nature of the project, it took another 6 months 
to get an constructon loan. I should point out that my drgree is in 
finance and my profession is as a Real Eastate Broker and thus I probably 
have an advantage over the average person. I don't believe that the average 
person would have been able tb overcome the financial hurdle and I don't believe 
I would have been able to either without the aid of D.N.R.C. The success at 
this point need to be laid at the door of D.N.R.C. Without their aid, I believe 
we would have failed at this point. 

. .(!J{ 
One might think, as we did, that~a contractor selected, with F.H.A. insurance, 
and with the construction financing finally obtained, we had the major problems 
solved -- wrong! We quickly learned that there were numerous State and Federal 
permits to get. Eight in all. We got permits from Mt. D.N.R.C., Local Soil 
Conservation Destrict, Mt. Dept. of Fish and Game, Mt. Historical Society, Mt. 
Dept. of Health and Environmental SCiences, U.S.F.S., U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Services, and a license from U.S.F.E.R.C. This process took a very great deal 
of personal time and approx. 2 years to accomplish. At no time during this 
process, were we even assured of success and we were even discouraged by some 
federal agencies. I should add that all of our problems and delays encountered 
in the permit process came from the Federal level and that the State agencies 
in all cases were efficient, exceedingly polite, encouraging, and pleasant 
to deal with. The Federal agencies have spent in excess of the D.N.R.C. grant 
in just processing paper. We have also had to-date two inspections from an 
engineer with the F.E.R.C. out of San Fran. Of all the problems, this permit 
process was an excellant introduction to the bureacratic night-mare that So 
many talk about and was perhaps the most discouraging of all our problems. 
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With the encouragement and the synpathic ear of D.N.R.C., we perhaps would not 
have been able to overcome this hurdle also. I do know that the average consumer 
will not be able to tolerate such barriers without aid and guidance. 

As if these problems were not enough, We also suffered contractor problems. 
As I earlier pointed out.- the contractors and engineers in this field are 
far in-between and don't always have a track record to judge them by and aren't 
of size to be able to adequately financally protect the consumer if problems 
arise. Our contractor exceedly delayed us and we had to live in our new house 
for a year and half without adequate power. This was during the hard winter of 
1979 arid was very trying to us both physically and mentally. I'm happy to report 
however that this unexpected test of the efficiences of the subterranean house 
design proved sucessfull and the house was able, without its electric heating 
source, to keep my.family warm • 

• • 
I don't mean for my emphasis on our difficulties to distract from our sucesses. 
We did get financial insurance from F.H.A., a first in the nation for a energy 
efficient, subterranean house and.for a house not on public power. This is of 
primary impurtance to others who wish to do the same of simular to us. Without 
financing, middle America won't be able to afford alternative energy sources or 
conservation. We have also indentified and complied with and have received all 
the required permit. We have proved the efficiencies of the subterranean house 
and the reliablity of the small scale hydro-electric turbiu. We have opened our 
place to the public and have had two newspaper articles and two t hr. television 
features done on the project and its efficiencies. We have had perhaps over 
1,000 people to look at the house and the turbin and have advised them on th~lr 
questions. I am happy to report t~atmany of these people indicated they are 
going to follow our example. We learned that problems are the handmaiden of 
pioneering and experimentation. The risks and problems are to gr2at for indiv
"iduals alone to tackle. 

All ~e have accomplished has been at great personal cost and only because of the 
personal intense interest and time we have expended and because of the aid, 
advise, and encouragement fof D.N.R.C. 

I submit to you that we have earned the money we have received from D.N.R.C. 
and I further submit that the funds have been effectively spent. The D.N.R.C. 
has been a source of immense and invaluable help to us. They have been a 
pleasent, very efficient and effective agency to deal with. I am proud to be 
associated with them on this project. I, and those who have benefited from 
our work, owe them and thus you, ladies and gentlemen, a great deal of 
thanks. 

Thank you. 
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Mr. 01a.irman and Conrni ttee 

My name is Linda Nielsen. I am from Nashua, M:mtana and I represent l-bntana I 

Agr-i-P:rocessors. I am here in sup:p:>rt of the Renewable Energy Prugram in HB 801. I 

Alcohol as a. fuel is 'a new business to Dany of us and is very risky. We feel 

that support from State funds shows that we in the State are looking to the future. 

Coal is non-renewable and this rroney will be put into a I'er.lewab::e source. The 

economic :impact could" be real valuable in the ~ -:ay of utilizing our own products. 

Freight would be processed locally and the protein supplement is very beneficial. 

To be self-sustaining in the fut'trr'e years, we have to look for alternate ways of 

finding and uSing our energy sources. 

The release of these funds would greatly help us as we are dollar p::>Or and 

we do urge :you to release these funds and support this :p:>rtion of ~ 801L 
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