MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
MARCH 9, 1981

The House Natural Resources Committee convened in Room 437 of
the Capitol Building on Monday, March 9, 1981, at 12:35 p.m.
with CHAIRMAN DENNIS IVERSON presiding and fourteen members
present (REP., BURNETT was absent and REPS. CURTISS, ASAY, and
HUENNEKENS were excused).

CHAIRMAN IVERSON opened the hearing on SB 80.

SENATE BILL 80 SENATOR JEAN TURNAGE, sponsor, presented the
bill which would exempt peat mining from the Hard-Rock Mining
Act. The main reason for doing this is that peat is not a
hard-rock mineral.

Speaking as a proponent was TED TOMPKINS. See Exhibit 1.

JOHN NORTH, Department of State Lands, was in attendance and
gave some informational background. If this type of activity
is exempt from the Hard-Rock Mining Act, then there will be no
reclamation requirements regarding peat mining. There are
currently five peat operations, all of which are covered under
the Small Miner Exclusion Act. All that is required of a peat
operation is that care is taken so the replacement water does
not stagnate.

There were no OPPONENTS.
SENATOR TURNAGE closed on the bill.

During questions from the committee, REP. MUELLER asked what has
to be done to avoid stagnation. MR. NORTH said usually a small
pond and ditch system is used.

REP. KEEDY asked why the Small Miner Exclusion is not enough to
cover this problem. The answer was that some peat operations
are getting too large with the five-acre limit.

REP. KEEDY then asked if this bill is enacted, what area of law
would cover the reclamation of peat mining. MR. NORTH replied
that there will not be an area of coverage.

REP. BROWN asked if all of the current peat operations are on
private land. MR. NORTH said one is on state forestry land.

The hearing on SB 80 closed and one opened on SJR 11.

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 11 SENATOR BOB BROWN, chief sponsor,
presented the resolution. It asks that the present administration
and Congress fully fund forest fire protection assistance. We

in Montana need this funding because we seem to be heading toward
a drought situation and the danger of fire brought about by insect
infestations. '
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Speaking as a proponent was ROBERT HELDING, Montana Wood Products
Association, who reiterated the dangers caused by the lack of
moisture and the insects.

KEITH OLSON, Montana Logging Association, supported the resolution.
There were no OPPONENTS.

SENATOR BROWN closed on the resolution.

During questions from the committee, REP. ROTH asked if the timber
could be used after it is infected by the insects. MR. HELDING
said it could if used within about two years.

REP. SHELDEN asked what the contractual relationship is between
the state and federal governments. MR. HELDING said the govern-
ments agree to certain areas so as not to double staff and then
each pays the other for the coverage.

The hearing on SJR 11 closed.

The meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NNIS IVERSON, CHAILRMAN

Ellen Engstedt, Secretary
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Exriger !

Why ir peat dlunnilied with mining? Peat in clusnitied as an agriculturud product
f«m i/wo‘ei.ng, and A.Iu{)puzg, 9% s a 1004 mixtune a/,’ /J-[ant/l that /La.v,e gwwn in u
pond on dake untid they /uve, taken oven, newliing in a meadow. 9t in not a minenal

GA Wit OAC,

- Peat excavgtion differs from mining becaure we do not change the tenrain of the
Adand faom what it originally waa. Jhe itat-e harrassed us fon 6eitu«/mn44xmnt/m
for not having a mining peamit, We were threatened with a fine of $1000. 00 pen day -
fon eveny day we had wonked wit hout the pewnit, We had no idea it aboald be. dwmt_,&,ed
wnden hund rock minéng ar well aa a.gxuuu):wq&, e

Jhe coat of peat excavation and proceiring ia expenaive compared with ngd
placer mining, With gold it must be mvdedaIdAepuaidwdﬁaMdona‘
aluice box, Jhen the gold can be svld almoat anyvhere, With peat it wust be :
excavat ed, then shredded, then mixed with fertilizen, then aacked, then shipped.
Jhere in a Limit ed manket fon peat ao it has 2o be ahipped fon long distances to
tind « anitabele manket,

An for necldiming the land, dwo(l/wbuntoalakeaadowmu.ywwx.

In oun cane it wan a lake about five feet deep until arvund (890 when Luncan Grant
dug « tunnel through a Aill and drained thg waten to be able tv use the meadow don
gruan, alt hough awamp grans was all that would grow, After we have the peat out

of it we plan £ 0 raine the waten back to the level that it was before it was drained.

We will have a 70 acre lake about 25 feet deep, which in more than adequit for fish

habitat, »

We are approaching the five acre limit on our amall miners permit., When it ia
reached we will have to file an environmental empact atatement and apply fon a hard
rock mining penmit. - Jhe penmit haa o be senewed eveny:yearn. 9t ia very expenaive
andiinécomumiﬁgtoaam&bmm Jhe atate ir now in the procesn o,{c/uug,uzg
a sevenance ta x on peat which {a a renewable neavurce, not @ mineral

In my opinion, mvmﬂgpeatwﬂaﬁmdmckmngpmtwwldze
going (ke hunting with a duck atamp, '
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