THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE
March 2, 1981

The meeting was called to order by CHAIRMAN CARL SMITH
on Monday, March 2, 1981 in Room 431 of the Capitol at
12:30 p.m.

Roll call was taken and all members were present but
REPRESENTATIVES ELLERD, RYAN and FEDA who were excused.

SENATOR BOYLAN presented SENATE BILL 349 and the STATE-
MENT OF INTENT (EXHIBIT A), "AN ACT REVISING THE LAW
RELATING TO SEED POTATOES; PROVIDING FOR STANDARD GRADES
OF SEED POTATOES; REGULATING THE SHIPMENT OF SEED
POTATOES; AMENDING SECTION 80-3-101, MCA."

Senator Boylan indicated to the Committee that they were
having trouble with this Bill in that Mike Koehnke
wished to add amendments, and that these said amendments
had not been agreed upon. It was suggested by SENATOR
BOYLAN that if it be the wishes of the Committee they
could table this bill.

REPRESENTATIVE CONROY opened SENATE BILL 158 (EXHIBIT B)
for SENATOR GRAHAM in his absence.

DR. GLOSSER spoke as a proponent and presented the bill
in his and the Department of Livestock's view.

MONS TEIGEN of the Montana Stockgrowers and Cowbelles
and Woolgrowers,spoke in support of SENATE BILL 158. He
stated that this Bill puts the law into statute, which
is necessary for enforcement.

JO BRUNNER representing W.I.F.E. asked for a 'do pass' on
Senate Bill 158.

SENATOR BRUCE CRIPPEN spoke, saying he was speaking neither
as an opponent or proponent, but representing former Senator
Lowe, who has a game farm out of Big Timber. The concern
was how the bill would apply to agriculturalists, particu-
larly those with game birds. Besides, there is duplication
that must be complied with under the federal law. A suggest-
ed amendment was given; to strike "and other birds"; shown

on page 1, line 20.

DR. GLOSSER addressed that amendment, stating that it is

not the intention of this bill to have any effect upon those
birds that migrate into our state, but, that the bill was
directed to poultry. DR. GLOSSER said that the concern

was birds like parakeets that carry diseases into the state
of Montana and alsoconcerned with diseases such as Newcastles
disease as they had in Florida that would infect poultry.
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DR. GLOSSER stated that the federal government does inspection
at the point of origin. This Bill is not interested in
paper work but the safety of livestock.

REPRESENTATIVE BENGSTON questioned the word "poultry".

DR. GLOSSER stated that poultry means, in this case, any
domestic bird for production. (EXHIBIT C was presented)

REPRESENTATIVE ROBBINS asked if these fees were paid for by
the shipper.

DR. GLOSSER indicated that this has not been an increase cost
to the department. That they have been able to implement
permits they have been able to change direction of the program.

REPRESENTATIVE BENGSTON asked Senator Crippen about the
migratory birds and SENATOR CRIPPEN stated that they were

not concerned about the word 'poultry' in the bill. He said
that rules were not what they were after but would like their
suggested amendment in the Bill.

In response to REPRESENTATIVE CONROY's_.remark, DR. GLOSSER
said that whenever there is USDA inspections in nonconcentra-
ted areas they are not trying to add duplication and paper
work. That they have no control over migratoryv birds, but

if there are confined birds as on preserves that would con-
tact diseases, they would want to know where the diseases

originated.

The meeting went into EXECUTIVE SESSION:

It was MOVED by REPRESENTATIVE CONROY to TABLE S.B. 349.
MOTION PASSED.

REPRESENTATIVE CONROY MOVED that the STATEMENT OF INTENT
and SENATE BILL 158 DO PASS.

DISCUSSION was held regarding this bill and REPRESENTATIVE
CONROY elaborated on the problem in Big Horn County that
produced this bill, .saying illegal entry of cattle into

that county without a health inspection from the department;
and due to the ineffectiveness of the rule making, the suit
against the offenders would not stick, and Bill Lowe's concerns

were unfounded.
MOTION PASSED.
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It was announced that REPRESENTATIVE CONROY will carry

SENATE BILL 158 to the floor of the House, and REPRESENTATIVE
ERNST will carry SENATE BILL 4.

The meeting adjourned at 1:55 p.m.

CARL SMITH, CHAIRMAN
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19 _B_L.t there is hereby subm:tted 3 Fsseal the

: Bac ’ground mformanon used m developmg tms Fnscat Note |s ava:labte from the Offu:e nf Budget and Program Plarmmg, to: members
,the Leg:stature upon request : , , e ,

Aggcriptian,of Progosed Le isla ion J, ~f‘

. Senate Bill 349 is an act to provide standard grades of seed potatoes for shipping
to prevent ‘and control patate diseaSes and insects. e R

‘ 'TSum"tiOns e

1 ?The act wculd be effective imMEdiately upon passage and approval

,[Costs associated with propﬂsed legislation carz be absbrbed if existmg procedures i
vdo not change. ' SR ‘

3. '_‘I‘he Department of Agriculture will be responsible for inspectian and enforcement,
- except injunctions where buth Agriculture and Mentana State University would be
inve}.ved‘ o e B ‘ ’ ’ L

4 'The Department of Agriculture will continue on :u:s farmulating rules.

k‘jR;avenué Imgact

S Callecticms presently deposited to General Fund ptbposé& iegislation would 'deposit e
’t’g Earmarked Bevenue Fund Accmmt.- ' L :
g é;.', :

fCémants

“Ne significant change in ccst:s from existing 1aw, however, Senate Bill 349 may
' sgeetions exceeding qualification of current :Lnspectors, cost of which cannat

_'Bumss'r amec*ron e

Office of Budget and Program Plannmg

: f "Date l.:-é::g /




o N LoEhnks s w0 SE_ 349
ADDRESS LO\M&\,Q MD—&*M‘X PDATE & -C.- <5)

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENTM&W Ass

SUPPORT OPPOSE amenp L7

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

Toposd Amedendt 1o Selont
o xSk ¥ Tt
’§q,@'. AAG-Q,\tQA, Qp(\ L\

Comments:

PORM CS-34
1-81



Riontana
\Seed Potato
34 Growers

Incorporated

To: HOUSE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE

bt e ot e B omast BLS -

Date: March 2, 1981

'advocale

AMEND SENATE BILL 349

Page 4, lines 6 through 12

Following: "seed potatoes,"

Strike: remander of lines 6 through 12

Insert: "The standard grades for Montana seed potatoes shall be
those established pursuant to Title 80, Chapter 5, Part
33 and thus shall be accépted as the legal standards for

the state of Montana,"

Plant Montana Certified Seed Potatoes.



Page 2
HOUSE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE
March 2, 1981

AMEND STATEMENT OF INTENT: SENATE BILL 349

Page 1, line 7?7

Following: ‘“Agriculture in"
Strike: "sections 4 ang"
Insert: "section"

Page 1, 1line 9
Following: ‘"section"
Strike: "4"

Insert: "6"

Page 1, 1line 16
Following: Department in"
Strike: ‘"sections 4 and"
Insert: “section"

Page 1, line 19
Strike: '"grades, and seed tag colors"

Page 1, 1line 21
Following: "regulations,"
Strike: '"grades and seed tag colors"

Page 1, line 23 and 24
Following: "rules,"
Strike: ‘"grades, and tag colors"

Page 2, 1ine 4 and 5
Following: “rules,"
Strike: ‘“grades, and tag colors"

Page 2, 1line 7

Following: '"rule,"
Strike: "grade, and seed tag descriptions”

-END-
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ADDRESS /4, - e i DATE £ T/ A
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STATEMENT OUTLINING THE BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE
FOR THE ENACTMENT OF SENATE BILL 158 - THE IMPORT BILL

Prior to 1978 the Department of Livestock {ssued permits on animals
entering Mcntana on & very limited basis, fe. special disease conditions
or emergency conditions. It relied totally on the receipt of health
certificates from the state of origin for knowledge of shipment and
health status of the consignments. The average number of consignments
entering Montana amounted to approximately 5, 000 per year based on
health certificate information.

This system was not adequate since several consignments per year did
not meet the Animal Health requirements as outiined in Montana law
or rules. HMoreover, the Department did not receive these health
certificates from other states for at least two weeks and in some
instances up to three months before knowledge of their entry was
known.,

In the spring of 1978, when cattle scabies was spreading uncontrolled
through out the western United States, the Board of Livestock adopted a
rule requiring that a permit must be obtained from the Cepartment before
any animal was allowed to enter the state., This rule was adopted under
the Montana Administrative Procedures Act under the provisions outlined
in the Montana Administrative Act and is in force today. The rationale
for the permit requirement was based upon two important factors:

1. It would allow the Department to notify the importer of
Montana's Animal Health requirements before entry. This
would greatly reduce the number of violations which
required correction by the Department through inspection
treatment or other means, this results fn a reduction in
the Department's costs.

2. It would allow the Animal Health Divisfon staff to require
treatment of animals for a disease cond{tion, such as cattle
exposed to scabies, before they entered the state and mixed
with native .animals. Thereby helping to eliminate the
spread of disease.



STATEMENT CUTLINING THE BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE FOR THE ENACTMENT OF SENATE
BILL 158 - THE IMPORT BILL

Page 2

January 22, 1981

This program has been very successful to date, fn that Montana has
remained scabies free while the adjoining states have experienced one or
more outbreaks of scabies during the time that Montana {implemented the
permit system. loreover, the Department has approved the surveillance
of animals entering the state since it has issued on the average of
6,350 permits per year since 1978.

In general, compliance with this rule has been very good. Hcwever, in

* five instances, violations have resulted in court cases. In four '
.- -of these, the violator was found innocent on the basis that this requirement
- was an administrative rule which poorly outlined the responsibilities of

- the importer in obtaining the permit and 1t was not the intent of the

' citizenry of Montana since it was not a statute.

"‘Specific provisions in this bill are as fo]lows:

1. In the fnstance of biologics, any b101091c licensed by the
USDA are exenpt from ths requirement of permits.,

2. Semen permits are presently required on all seman {ntended for
distribution and sale in the State of Montana. Semen
collected for an individual and used in his own herd {s
exempt freom this requirement.

3. The proposed bill clearly outlines the responsibility for
acquiring a permit to the consignee who must be in Montana to
recefve the shipment.

4, The bill clearly outlines the Departmental powvers for collecting
fees when a consignment 1llegally enters the state, fe. inspection,
dipping or other procedures.

5. There {is an immediate effective date to allow for the heavy
import season which commences in April each year.

JHG:nh



WITNESS STATEMENT

NAME Ji e AT BILL No. /7 &

ADDRESS S T DATE ./~ ("
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e

SR . . . i c [ v f -
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FORM CS-34
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