THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE
February 6, 1981

The meeting of the Agriculture Committee was called to order
by CHAIRMAN SMITH in room 104 on the 1lst floor of the Capitol
Building at 12:30 p.m., Friday, February 6, 1981.

Roll call was taken and all were present.

SENATOR JACK GALT presented SENATE BILL 4 and Statement of
Intent (EXHIBIT A), "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A WEED

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION PROGRAM WITHIN THE AGRICULTURAL
EXPERIMENT STATION AND THE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE

OF MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY: TO PROVIDE FOR A TAX LEVY

OF 2 MILLS ON LAND NOT WITHIN AN INCORPORATED CITY OR

TOWN FOR THE PURPOSE OF FUNDING RESEARCH AND EDUCATION TO
IMPROVE WEED CONTROL AND MANAGEMENT: ESTABLISHING A

WEED RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE; AND PROVIDING
AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A TERMINATION DATE."

Senator Galt stated that this was a research act, not a
control act, and that this bill is not an anti-chemical bill.

Approximately 35 witnesses and/or visitors were present.

PROPONENTS :

HOWARD LYMAN, a farmer-rancher feed lot operator from Cascade
County and secretary-treasurer and elected committeeman of an
organization called the Montana Farmer, stated they are asking
the support of this bill. Mr. Lyman stated that he travels

to all 56 counties asking what their conservation problems

are and that they all respond that it is weeds. They have
mailed out a weed survey.

In Canada there is a bill to stop 2-4D. This would be a
destructive bill to us.

The "Letter of Intent"” states all of the rules would originate
with the Committee. There would be a "Good Faith Organization"
that would handle problems as they come along.

This bill has been left loose enough so the Committee can have
some rights as problems arise.

In reference to a suit that charged a weed spraying program
caused abortions, he stated that this bill would deal with
such a problem, but at present there is no organization that
has funds to deal with those charges.
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DOUG JOHNSON, Administrator of Cascade Weed Control,
spoke as a proponent. Mr. Johnson stated that chemicals
are not irradicating the weeds. There is a need for
additional tools and we need more research.

DR. PETE FAYE presented a video tape showing the

reactions of people all around the state and their ideas and
opinions on what the weed problem is to them. Dr. Pete

Faye is the Weed Researcher from MSU.

GARY GINGERY, Department of Agriculture, spoke as a represen-
tative for Gordon McOmber, Administrator of the Department.

Mr. Gingery stated that they supported the education and research
in weeds though they do not want to get into funding at this
time.

RICHARD GANNON of Sun River, Montana, spoke as a proponent
and compared weeds to a cancer. Mr, Gannon is from the
Cascade County Weed District.

BOB STEVENS, representing Montana Grain Growers Association,
stated thaty stand behind this bill 100%.

ANN SCOTT, representing the Farmers Union and Farm Bureau,
made the statement that they do support S.B. 4.

BILL RILEY of Stanford, Montana, stated that this is where
the farmers and ranchers tax themselves for a purpose they
believe in.

BILL EDWARDS, Denton, Montana, stated that he was a banker
dealing exclusively with ranchers and farmers who repeatedly
state the biggest expense the them now is the weed control.
His area is 100% in support of S.B, 4,

C. R. SAYLOR, Garneill, Montana, stated that he owns a 300
cow unit and 353 acres. His spraying costs for 1980 was
$17,598.00; land taxes run $2,415,00; land payment, $8,260.00
and personal taxes, $3,676,00. He presented this for a com-
parison study. He does not believe it is just a farmers
problem because consumers will pay eventually.

ROBERT MILLER, Monarch, Mt., Cascade County, stated that

as a rancher and retired forest service employee, he works
with a group in Judith Basin County in a study, He claimed
that the Hutterites brought leafy spurge into our country.
He also stated that this bill does not compete with weed
control management law, but it is a supplement for it.
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Mr, Miller continued, in saylng that thls bill will supplement
the work that is being done in Corvallls where they are
studying insects and they could 1ncorporate weed research
with this. He asked to please support this bill.

HOWARD LYMAN stated that should this bill become law, there
is a companion bill in Washington by Melcher that would
have federal government pay to the land owner,

BILIL, McKAMEY, Great Falls, Mt., stated that he graduated
from Montana State and that if they had the money and time
they do have the personnel.

REPRESENTATIVE GENE ERNST, Standford, Montana, spoke as a
rancher, stating that the cost of 2 mills per year would
be about one cent per grazing acre and two cents per crop land.

RICHARD G. GASVODA, Fort Shaw, Montana, Cascade County
Commissioner, spoke in favor of S.B. 4.

EARL WOHLFORM, from Canyon Creek, representing ASCS and USDA
spoke in favor of S.B. 4.

OPPONENTS WERE ASKED FOR:

BOB THOFT, Representative from Stevensville, and member of
the state weed control association, said that biological
and pathological weed control approach is one you just
dqen't run out and get an insect to eat leafy spurge, He
s#id he believes in the purpose of this bill, but it should
be put in the right perspective.

REPRESENTATIVE THOFT, stated that he made two trips to
Whasington, D.C., to get them to prioritize these insects
and that they had some success, He said it must start at
the federal level and has to go through due process. He
believes the weed control program is doing a good job. It
is his belief that some kind of chemical has to be developed
to kill leafy spurge.

Two mill additional tax is going to present some resentment
and the county may find their funds cut because of this
mill levy.

The Extension Service does get information to the people.
Wild oats are a problem, but with help from the extension
office, he was able to eliminate his problem.

. Tt
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REPRESENTATIVE THOFT proposed an alternative to this tax;
which is to go to Montana State University with the problem
asking for a full time weed specialist in this state that
can work with various existing programs.

JO BRUNNER, representing W.I.F.E., also spoke as an opponent,
moré or less agreeing with most of the bill with some reser-
vations. (SEE ATTACHED STATEMENT)

IN CLOSING, SENATOR GALT challanged the opponent suggesting
Representative Thoft might be a defeatest and asking why
Montana cannot do anything by themselves.

DISCUSSION was called for:

REPRESENTATIVE ERNST asked about the railroad right-of-way
and their contribution.

MR. LYMAN stated that the railroad pays taxes on equipment
not right-of-ways, but they did pay on land they do own.

REPRESENTATIVE CONROY, referring to page 10, asked if the
tax will be assessed if the farmer does not protest by August.

MR. LYMAN said that August lst is the deadline, if the protest
is not in by then, they will automatically be taxed.

REPRESENTATIVE FEDA referred to the Weed Research and Exten-
sion Service.

MR. LYMAN said the funding is very low and they cannot do a
proper job.

REPRESENTATIVE FEDA then referred to the Fiscal Note: It would
be questioned if those outside the ranchers and farmers would
be willing to pay their share.

MR. LYMAN said he believed very few city people see this to
their advantage.

REPRESENTATIVE JACOBSEN asked if a good job and research
into this problem wouldn't be an experiment station.

MR. LYMAN said he believed the best place to test it is on
the fields the farmers are having the problems with and with
the expertise of the Extension Service and Agricultural
Experiment Station.

In answer to REPRESENTATIVE BENGTSON's question, Mr. MILLER
stated that leafy spurge came into the state with import
cattle brought in by Hutterites. Countries with spurge
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orginated in the Balkans, or wherever there is a neutral

enemy.

REPRESENTATIVE ELLERD stated that he finds no fault when

a group wants to support something but will they have the

right to declare whether they want to be taxed or not?

Mr. Lyman stated that they will not be taxed if they notify
before August 1st.

The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.

e lH 8

CARL SMITH, CHAIRMAN

1mw
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TATE OF MONTANA
: REQUEST NO. ...
FISCAL NOTE

Form 8BD-15

in compliance with -a written request recexved Januarv 7 19 81 ., there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
' foff ....Senate Bill 4. “pursuant to ' Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA),

4

Barckg surt information used in developing this Fiscal Noteis avanabfe from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to mambers

. of the Legislature upon request.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGiSLATION: .

Senate Bill 4 establishes a weed research and education program within the
Agricultural Experiment Station and the Cooperative Extension Service of Montana
State University. It establishes a weed research and education advisory committee
and provides for a tax levy of 2 mills on agr1cu1tura1 and timber land for the

purpose of funding research and education to improve weed control and management.

 An 1mmed1ate effective date is provided with a terminiation date of July 1, 1991

ASSUMPTIONS

1., The prapertyfValuatiOn of agricultural and timber 1énd will grow
at a rate of 4-5% per year. ,

2. The 2 mill-levy equals $292,462 for 1980-81.
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE IMPACT:

o FY 82 FY 83
REVENVE $307,000 $320,000 -
EXPENDITURES : | 307,000 320,000
NET EFFECT o § -0- $ -0

Dol T,

BUDGET DI RECTOR

Office of Budget and Program Planning

Date:
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RTTROREmENT

K4 b

Senate Bill 4
. ”’-’Q—Q—\g'

Mr. Chalrman, committee members, for the record, my name is

Jo Brunner. I am testifying téday for Women Involved in Farm
Economics.

OQur first desire is to be understood very clearly. We do not

oppose research and education on our weed problems. We are very
aware of the vastness of that problem.

We, too, have wild oats and other noxious weeds in our annual crops
and on our roadways. We have leafy spurze and Canadain thistle on
our range and pasture lands. We, too, want relief from this costly
proieth

Since the initial committee hearing of S.B., &4, W,I.F.%, has learned
a great deal about this bill and about the exlsting programs
involving weed research and control. Egch drawback and virtue,--
programs inferred, intended and not intended, liked and disliked,
both within and without said bill and programs have been brought

to our attention.

We have been courted and ignored---we have been harrangued and
cajoled.--~-Several times I have had the impression that had the
name of our organization been H.U.S.B.A.N.D., that exasperated sigh
I heard so often would have taken the form of the well know

deleted expletive we hear so much about.

Indeed, on occasion, I have checked my hame badge to make sure I
was still a lobbyist, not one of the legislature. -v&ﬂj
Althoug I have thoroughly enjoyed every minute of thisvé%perience,
W.I.F.E. finds it hard to believe that such a comparitively

small and fairly new organization carries the influence accorded

such special treatment.



page 2 ------ S.BooLl' ---- w.IoFoEo

For your information, our organizational policy 1s dictated by
resolutions and motions voted on by our membership as a whole.

On the chance that W.I.F.E. does have that influence---I wish to
inform this committee that our policy, arrived at in that manner,
is that any monies assessed, allocated, or derived from any source
for a weed anéd educational research program should be allocated
and 1incorporated into existing weed research and educational prog-
rams.

Thank you for your time and attentian.




