HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE
47th Legislature

February 2, 1981

Chairman Fagg convened the Rules Committee at 11:41 a.m.

in Room 343. All members were present with the exceptions
of Rep. Lund who was excused and Rep. Moore, Rep. Spilker,
Rep. Dussault arriving late and Rep. Menahan being absent.

There was a motion by Rep. Marks that no resolutions subject
to the concurrence of the House be referred to the committee
until the joint rules could be amended, and that the chairman
of the House Rules Committee be asked to request same from the
assembly under item of business number 6. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Rep. Marks to have the chairman of the
Rules Committee, on todays order of business #6, move to
allow HJR 16, 17, 18, 19 and 21 to be placed in the
appropriate committee chosen by the Speaker of the House.

HB 429

Rep. Vincent presented the bill for an act to submit to the
qualified electors of Montana an amendment to article V,
Section 6, of the Montana Constitution to provide that the
legislature shall meet in annual sessions for 60 legislative
-days in even-numbered years and 45 legislative days in odd-
numbered years and to provide limitations on the business
that may be conducted in odd- numbered years, and to provide
an effectlve date.

{Proponents were Joy Bruck who presented written testimony,
see Attachment 1. There were no other proponents.

Opponents were Keith Anderson of the Montana Taxpayers Assn.
and Mons Teigen of the Montana Stockgrowers Assn. and Cowbells,
who spoke in opposition to the bill, see Attachments 2 and 3.
They gathered various information and Mr. Anderson had taken

a poll which showed that his organization was-opposed to annual
sessions as well as Mr. Teigen's two organizations.

There were several questions. Rep. Marks questioned Rep.
Vincent in regard to why he felt that the budget session
required 45 days. Rep. Vincent said that he had talked with
both the current chairman of appropriations and the previous
chairman, and they both had said that they felt it would take
about 40 days. Rep. Vincent felt that 45 could be changed to
40 if approprlate. Rep. Moore had a question regarding the
regular session startlng in 1983 and the 3 year gap, and that
perhaps the budget sessions should fall on even numbered years.
There was also the question which was asked of Joy Bruck
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asking her if the Senate had a similar bill. She said yes,

one which said there would be two 48 day sessions. Rep. Dussault
asked Mr. Anderson who the membership he was representing con-
sisted of., Mr. Anderson explained that they were regular people.

Rep. Vincent closed the discussion on HB 429.

At the request of Rep. Fagg, Larry Ward appeared to request

a suspension of rules. The committee unanimously agreed that

a suspension of rules should be made until the rules could

be changed with the result being all resolutions will go through
normal procedures. The chairman explained. that Mr. Ward had

not been late due to the lack of desire to get this legislation
introduced but that he had run into many snags. The decision
was made to suspend the rules to allow this legislation to

be drafted. -

There being no further business, chairman Fagg adjourned
the meeting.
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