MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE
January 13, 1981

The meeting was called to order at 12:30 p.m. by Chairman
Ellison. All committee members were present.

Chairman Ellison asked the committee members to be sure to go
over the LFA (Legislative Fiscal Analysts) and Executive
budgets for the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks.

The hearing was then opened on HB 123, sponsored by Repre-
sentative Bertelsen.

Representative Bertelsen gave the background behind the drafting
of this bill. Some people were attempting to open a rifle range
in Lincoln, Montana. They went to the authorities and were told
it was illegal to establish a rifle range in a city because it
is illegal to discharge a firearm within the city limits. Based
on that information, all rifle ranges and shooting ranges are
operating outside of the law. There is one amendment he wants
to make on the bill. Line 22 and line 23 state "(a) the shoot-
ing range is approved by the national rifle association;™.

He is not sure that the national rifle association would want

to approve all rifle ranges and he wouldn't want to put that
onus on them.

James McConnell, representing the Montana Rifle and Pistol
Association, testified in favor of this bill. He was one of
the parties involved in trying to open the rifle range in
Lincoln. They sought the opinion of the county attorney who
ruled that even though it is not the appropriate community law
it still does apply that it is illegal to discharge a firearm.
Mr. McConnell also checked, through the National Rifle Associa-
tion (NRA), with insurance carriers who said if discharging a
firearm constitutes an illegal act then any liability insurance
carried would be voided.

Bill Asher, a proponent for HB 123, said there were some bill
drafting problems with this bill. The bkill drafter assumed
the NRA had someone to go around the country and approve or
disapprove ranges. If the NRA does not have that system, then
the proposed amendment would take care of that problem. (See
exhibits 1 and 2, proposed amendments.)

Ron Weiss, a proponent for HB 123, told the committee he is a
member of a local rifle club which is located in the basement of
a Helena school. The club was advised that their insurance
carrier would no longer handle the liability insurance for the
club because of the law. He feels we need the law modified so
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that the club can get insurance back and continue the rifle club.

Alfred Elwell, Vice President of the Prickly Pear Sportsmens'
Association, also supports the bill. He told the committee that
the NRA does not approve ranges but they have approved safety
range blueprints that are available.

Jack Williams, lobbyist for the City of Helena, told tne
committee he had a lot of questions concerning this bill as
written. (See exhibit 3.) He went over the questions with

the committee. He told the committee there has not been enough
input from outside sources concerning this bill and the problems
that could arise with the way it is written.

There were no opponents of this bill preSent.

Representative Bertelsen told the committee he feels they have
been handed a "hot potato." He suggested putting this bill in
a subcommittee to go over the questions raised by Jack Williams.

Representative Phillips asked if OSHA addresses firing ranges.
Jack Williams told him he wasn't sure but he did know there is
a real problem with the powder and residue left in the air.
That residue can explode.

Representative Nilson asked Mr. Williams if he was suggesting

that the state address the questions brought forth by Mr. Williams
and put them into state law and not allow each local government

to oversee this situation as they see fit. Mr., Williams told

him he was not suggesting that but he does want to know where

the money will come from to make ranges comply with this bill.

Representative Hart referred to exhibit 2 and asked who would

be the appropriate local governmental unit, James McConnell told
her it would differ from county to county but would probably

be the county commissioners or county zoning people.

Representative Devlin suggested amending lines 22 and 23 to read
"the shooting range is approved by the appropnriate government
unit."

Chairman Ellison asked Mr. Williams if he would rather see it
left to the local community to decide where and what kind of
ranges they want. Mr. Williams told the committee there should
be some uniformity of conditions across the state and the local
government could make the conditions more restrictive if they
want.

Chairman Ellison told the committee he thinks the bill carries
enough importance that it should be put into a subcommittee so
they can check on the ramifications of this bill. He appointed
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Representative Phillips as chairman of the subcommittee.
Representatives Nilson and Ryan will also serve on the sub-
committee.

Representative Jacobsen asked if it would be possible to make
enabling legislation to allow the areas to leave it up to their
own jurisdiction as whether or not to allow the discharge of
firearms within their city limits.

Representative Mueller suggested taking out lines 22 and 23 and
just make the bill enabling legislation and leave the rules up
to the local governments.

Representative Roush told the committee he would like to have
these rules apply to unincorporated communities.

Chairman Ellison told the committee the Department of Fish,
Wildlife, and Parks staff will also get some information on this
matter to the committee.

Representative Daily suggested giving local governments the option
of licensing the ranges for extra revenue to defray the costs
of inspection and approval.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:20 p.m.
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ORVAL ELLISON, Chairman
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Exhibit 1

1/13/81
Proposed Amendments to House Bill No. 123
1. Page 1, line 22.
Following: "is"
Strike: "approved"
Insert: "econstructed according to specifications contained

in a plan promulgated"”



Exhibit 2

1/13/81
Proposed Amendments to House Bill No., 123
2. Page 1, line 23.
Following: "association"
Insert: "or is approved as safe by the appropriate local

governmental unit"
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- IF YOU CARE TO WRITE COMMENTS, ASK SECRETARY FOR LONGER FORM.

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

b i i T :1
..... e 19T
MR. . SEBARER e
We, your committee on......... FISHABQGN{& .................................................................................................... PO
, ‘ -y
having had UNder CONSIABIELION «...uce.cecieeeereeceeereceeetiee et eteee e e e ese s assesrrer et ssssseessasenesaes HOUSE ..... Bill No. 1“3 .....

. A BILL POR AN ACT ENTITLED: “A8 ACT T0 ALLOY DISCUARSE OF FIRVARMS

AT SHODTING RANGES LOCATZD 13 TOWNS OR CITIES OR LOCATED IN PRIVATE
OWSLLINGS UNDER CSRTAIN COZDITION3; AND TO CLARIPY THAT IT IS
OTEERWISE LAWFUL 7O . “A-EIREARM Ii TOWNS, CITIZS, OR

PRIVATE DHELLINGS I3 CEKTAIN I’*}b"'ﬁ"ic\zs\k&h.ﬁaliﬁ’“ SECTION c‘s-—a-343.
KBCA.” -
ReSPECLUIlY rePOrt @5 FONOWS: TRAteu...eveverrseveeeeseesssseeseseeessssssessesssesssssssseessssseeesssseseeee s UOUSE  oiino.. 323

be amended in the introdaced copy as follows:

1. Titie, line 8.

Following: “RIA™

Strike: *“."

Insert: ™ ", anﬁ providing for an imwediate effective datas.”

2. Yage 1, lina 2.
Strika: “:

3. Page 1, line 22.

Yollowing: line 22

S5trixa: *{a)”

Pollowing: “by the* ' ’ I
3trike: the remainder of line 22 and line 23 tarough line 2 on :
rage 2 in their entirety. BN

Insert: “town or city.’ .
DO PASS AS AMEHDED
DR RASSIRECRFT XY
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Helena, Mont.



