
MINUTES O F  THE MEETING 
TAXRTION CONNITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SEFJATE 

A p r i l  1 9 ,  1979 

The s e v e n t y - s i x t h  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  T a x a t i o n  Cornit tee was c a l i e d  
t o  o r d e r  on t h e  above d a t e  i n  Room 415 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
t o  c o n s i d e r  HB925. 

Chairman Turnage s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  was  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  House and 
c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  'compromise '  b i l l  between t h e  House and t h e  S e n a t e  
and d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  problem o f  t a x  exempt ions ,  d e d u c t i o n s  and some 
t a x  r e l i e f  f o r  homeowners. J i m  F e l t ,  t a x  c o n s u l t a n t ,  was p r e s e n t  
a t  t h e  mee t ing  and e x p l a i n e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  a n d  how t h e  f i g u r e s  
were a r r i v e d  a t .  One of  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  s t a t e s  
t h a t  i f  t h e  e n d i n g  fund b a l a n c e  i n  t h e  G e ~ l e r a l  Fund exceeds $13 m i l -  
l i o n ,  t h e r e  would be  a n o t h e r  $5C i n  p e r s o n a l  exempt ion  f o r  t h e  peo- 
p i e  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Fabrega  was p r e s e n t  and had s e v e r a l  amendments 
t o  pro1:ose as w e l l ,  which would r e f u n d  t h e  t a x  r e l i e f  a c c o r d i n g  t3 
t h e  m i l l a g e  o f  t h e  c o u n t i e s .  He e x p l a i n e d  h i s  amendments and asked  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  them, ment ion ing  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h i g h  
m i l l a g e  a r e a s  needed t a x  r e l i e f  more t h a n  o t h e r s  and h i s  formula  
would g r a n t  them t h a t  r e l i e f  a c c o r d i n g l y .  H e  said h i s  b i l l  would 
c o s t  between $9  and $ 1 0  m i l l i o n  p e r  y e a r ,  S e n a t o r  Manley made the 
motion t o  a c c e p t  Rep. F a b r e g a ' s  amendments, however h i s  mot ion  re- 
c e i v e d  o n l y  3 v o t e s  and t h u s  f a i l e d .  

S e n a t o r  - Towe t h e n  Moved HI3925 B e  Concurred  In. H i s  motion c a r -  
r i e d .  

Meeting was t h e n  ad journed .  
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