
MINUTES OF THE ?-'&ETING 
AGRICULTUPE, LIVESTOCK & IRRIGATION 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

A p r i l  1 7 ,  1979 

The t h i r t y - f i r s t  mee t ing  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  L i v e s t o c k  
and  I r r i g a t i o n  Committee was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  on t h e  above  
d a t e  i n  Room 415 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  by Chairman G a l t  a t  
1 1 : O O  a.m. 

ROLL CALL: A l l  members were  p r e s e n t .  

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 5 2 4 :  S e n a t o r  B l a y l o c k  
had i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  b i l l  and it had been h e a r d  a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

, meet ing .  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  had been some c o n c e r n  from t h e  farm 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  5 c . f . s .  H e  s a i d  he  would a g r e e  
t o  s t r i k e  t h e  " 5  c . 5 . s . "  s i n c e  t h e  DNK h a s  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h i s  
and c o u l d  p r o h i b i t  someone from drawing a n  a c u i f e r  down t o o  
f a r .  

S e n a t o r  G a l t  mentioned t h a t  on page 3 ,  l i n e  2 ,  it d o e s  
n o t  s t i p u l a t e  ground w a t e r  i t  j u s t  s a y s  w a t e r .  H e  f e l t  it 
s h o u l d  s a y  "ground"  w a t e r .  

S e n a t o r  Conover moved t h e  two p rcposed  amendments (see 
commit tee  r e p o r t ) .  Motion c a r r i e d .  

DISPOSITION OF SENATE EILL 5 2 4 :  S e n a t o r  Conover moved 
t h a t  S e n a t e  B i l l  5 2 4  DO PASS AS PL?.IENDED. Motion c a r r i e d .  -- 

CONSIDEZATION OF HOUSE J O I N T  RE:SOLrJTION 67: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Underdal  had sponsored  t h i s  b i l i .  T h i s  b i l l  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  
S e n a t e  R e s o l u t i o n  4 t h a t  t h i s  c o m i t t e e  had h e a r d  and a c t e d  on.  
The House would n o t  suspend t h e i r  r u l e s  f o r  a House R e s o l u t i o n  
s o  Rep. Underdal  had i n t r o d u c e d  a  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n .  T h i s  b i l l  
d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  f e n c i n g  of T i b e r  R e s e r v o i r .  The  co i xn i t t ee  f e l t  
h e  need n o t  e x p l a i n  t h e  b i l l  s i n c e  S e n a t o r  K o l s t a d  had p r e s e n t e d  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t o  t h e  committee.  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 67: S e n a t o r  K o l s t a d  
n o v e d - t h a t  H J R  67 BE CONCURRED I N .  :.lotion c a r r i e d .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE B I L L  7 4 5 :  ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C u r t i s s  -- 
had i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  b i l l .  She s a i d  w a t e r  i s  ~ o n t a n a ' s  most 
i m p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e  and f e l t  it s h o u l d  b e  p r o t e c t e d .  T h i s  b i l l  
c a l l s  f o r  a n  o v e r s i g h t  c o m i t t e e  t o  be  s e t  up and a p p r o p r i a t i n g  
f u n d s  f o r  t h e  committee.  The c o m i t t e e  would o v e r s e e  t h e  
a d j u d i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  The c o m i t t e e  would work with t h e  DNR 
t o  c o o r d i n a t e  e 5 f o r t s  betir7.een o t h e r  a;encies .  She f e l t  w a t e r  
development  p r o j e c t s  s h o u l d  be  g i v e n  h i g h  p r i o r i t y .  She 
t h o u g h t  t h e  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  coriunittes i s  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  ~ e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t .  The  S e l e c t  Water C o L m i t t e e  
i n  t h e  House f e l t  it w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  have a c o r m i t t e e  such 
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P e t e  J a c k s o n ,  s p e a k i n g  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  s a i d  t h e  c c n c e p t i o n  I 

o f  t h e  b i l l  was v e r y  good b u t  he  d i d n ' t  want t o  see any 
a g r i c u i t u r a l  p e o p l e  h u r t  and d i d n ' t  want t o  h u r t  ma5or i n d r l s t r y  
from p r o g r e s s i n g .  

Gordon McGowan, E u r l i n g t o n  N o r t h e r n ,  s t a t e d  t h z t  t h i s  
b i l l  i s  t r y i n g  t o  keep p e o p l e  from r e s e l l i n g  w a t e r .  H e  f e l t  
t h e  3000 a c r e  f e e t  was p r o b a b l y  a  good f i g u r e .  

T h e r e  were no opponen t s  t o  t h e  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  Blayl.ock i n  c l o s i n q  s a i d  t h e  5 c . f . s .  was p u t  
i n  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  some danger  i n  u s i n g  t h e  3000 acre f e e t  
t o  f a s t  and t a k i n g  t h e  a  u i f e r  down t o  f a r  and t h i s  would 'i 
h u r t  t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  w e l l  i s  i n .  

Dave Cogley ,  froin L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  s a i d  t h e  5 c . f . s .  
was p u t  i n  because  of  t h e  concern  t h a t  t h e  3000 a c r e  f e e t  
would l i m i t  t h e  amount o f  w a t e r  you c a n  g e t  i n  a  y e a r .  

~ u r i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  M r .  Bowman s a i d  t h a t  o n l y  2 c e n t e r  
p i -vo t s  c a n  b e  r u n  on 5 c.f.s. Some of t h e  w i t n e s s e s  and 
corrmiittee members f e l t  t h e  5 c . f . s .  c o u l d  b e  t a k e n  nut of 
t h e  b i l l  and  j u s t  l e a v e  t h e  3000 a c r e / f e e t .  The f a r m  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h e  3009 a c r e / f e e t  would railse , a  
h a r d s h i p  on any a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e r .  I f  an i n d i v i d u a l  needs  
more w a t e r  t h e y  c o u l d  come t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and s h o w  t h e  
need f o r  more. 

SENATOR 'JACK E . IGALT, Chatrman 
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AGRICULTURE CO!*lMITTEE 

4Gth 1,EGISIATlVE SICSSION - 1 9 7 9  

Each Day Attach to M i n u t e s .  

SENATE 
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