
MINUTES O F  THE MEETING 
AGRICULTURE, LIVESTGCK & IRRICI'ITIOIU' 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

A p r i l  1 3 ,  1379 

The t h i r t i e t h  m e e t i n g  of  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  L i v e s t o c k  
and I r r i g a t i o n  c o r n i t t e e  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  on t h e  above 
d a t e  i n  Room 4 1 5  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  by Chairman G a l t  a t  
S:30 a.m. 

ROLL CALL: A l l  members were  p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  
o f  S e n a t o r  Graham. 

The w i t n e s s e s  t h a t  w e r e  p r e s e n t  t o  t e s t i f y  a r e  a t t a c h e d .  

CONSIDERATION O F  SENATE BILL 5 2 4 :  S e n a t o r  Che t  E l a y l o c k  
was t h e  s p o n s o r  of t h e  b i l l .  T h i s  b i l l  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  ground 
w a t e r  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Montana. There  h a s  been much concern  
because o f  what h a s  been happening i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  and t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  o f  what  c o u l d  happen t o  o u r  w a t e r .  9 0 %  o f  t h e  
w a t e r  i n  Montana i s  ground w a t e r .  Iie s t a t e d  t h a t  ~ . c s t  o f  
t h i s  b i l l  i s  e x i s t i n g  law t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  change i s  on page 
3 where it p u t s  a  l i m i t a t i o n  on t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  ground 
w a t e r .  B y  p a s s i n g  t h i s  b i l l  w e  w i l l  be  a s s u r e d  t h a t  no 
specu1at:or can  come i n  and t a k e  o u r  w a t e r  f o r  r e s a l e .  T h i s  
b i l l  p u t s  i n  a  3 0 0 0  a c r e  f e e t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  
a r c  e x c l u d e d  from t h i s  a c t .  

C h a r l i e  Bowirian, M. S. U .  , p r e s e n t e d  a  page  o f  f i g u r e s  t o  
t h e  committee on a c r e  f e e t ,  a t t a c h m e n t  #1. He f e l t  3 0 0 0  a c r e  
f e e t  would n o t  p u t  a burden cn any a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e r .  What 
t h e  b i l l  i s  t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  i s  someone a p p r o p r i a t i - n q  w a t e r  
f o r  r e s a l e .  

Zack S t e v e n s ,  Montana Farm Bureau,  r o s e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  
t h e  b i l l .  

T e r r y  Murphy, NFO, s a i d  ground w a t e r  i s  an  untapped 
r e s o u r c e  i n  Montana and t h e y  a r e  v e r y  much concerned  a b o u t  it. 
H e  f e l t  t h e  5 c . f . s .  s h o u l d  be looked  a t  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  and 
p o s s i b l y  removed, a s  he f e l t  t h i s  c o u l d  p u t  a  burden on some 
u s e r s .  

Chris Johannson,  Montana Farmers Union, a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  
t h e  b i l l ,  ma in ly  b e c a u s e  o f  what he h a s  s e e n  happen i n  Colorado .  

S t e v e  Dougher ty ,  Nor the rn  P l a i n s  Resoy,q,ce C o u n c i l ,  f e l t  
i t  was a good b i l l .  

A l i c e  F r y s l i e ,  Nontana C a t t l e m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  strong1.y 
s u p p o r t e d  any b i l l  t o  p r e s e r v e  o u r  w a t e r .  
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a s  t h i s  t o  o v e r s e e  t h e  a d j u d i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  

S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n ,  d i s t r i c t  # 3 ,  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l .  
I n  t h e  n e x t  two y e a r s  t h e  a d j u d i c a t i o n  and a l l o c a t i o n  o f  
w a t e r  s h o u l d  be o v e r s e e n  by a commit tes .  

Gordon KcGowai:, f e l t  it w a s  i ~ ~ p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
work w i t h  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  d e p a r t i i e n t  i n  c o o r d i n a t i n g  e f f o r t s .  
The l e g i s l a t o r s  on  t h e  committee would b e  v e r y  h e l p f u l  because  
t h e y  would be a b l e  t o  d e f e n d  o r  s u p p o r t  t h e  a c t i o n s  t h a t  had 
been t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n .  

B i l l  Asher ,  A g r i c u l t u r e  P r e s e r v a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s a i d  
t h e y  f u l l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l .  They f e l t  i t  was i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  
s o m e  k i n d  o f  a w a t e r  c o r m i t t e e  be a c t i v e  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r i m .  
I n  1981  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  some i n t e r i m  e x p e r t i s e  coriie b a c k  t o  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Zack S t e v e n s ,  Montana Farm Bl.~reeu, r o s e  i n  s u p p o r t  and 
a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s p e a k e r s .  

Bob B i q g e r s t a f f ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t s ,  s a i d  t h e y  w e r e  
i n  f a v o r  of t h e  b i l l .  

Gene S p i l d e ,  Montana N a t e r  Developnient, s u p p c r t e d  t h e  b i l l . ,  

Ted Doney, Department  of N a t u r a l  Resources ,  s a i d  t h e y  
had s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  
for t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  have  a n  o v e r s i g h t  cu;nl;zittee on any 
i m p o r t a n t  program i n  t h e  s t a t e  and f e l t  t h e  bill s h o u l d  be 
p a s s e d .  

O u r i n g  disucssion it was b r o u g h t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  f u n d i n g  
would come from t h e  Renewable Resource  Devel-opment Account .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE B I L L  745 :  S e n a t o r  Graham moved 
t h e  b i l l  B E ~ O N C U R R % D  I N .  ~ o t i o n c a r r i e d .  I t  was t h e n  
d e c i d e d  t h a t  s i n c e  t h i s  b i l l  c a l l e d  f o r  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i t  
would be  b e t t e r  hand led  i n  F i n a n c e  and C l a i r i t s  and t h e  Chair- 
man would make a  mot ion  on t h e  f l o o r  t h a t  it be  t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  t h a t  com-nit tee.  

The mee t ing  was t h e n  a d j o u r n e d .  



C : ~ ~ ~ f - @  524 having had under consideration Bi!i Nc. ................. ........................................................................................................... 

STATE P U B .  CO 
Hele.12, PAont. 



fxs:_ficxl",ar- L' -gcr;kscl; & Irrj.c31;ia,tl, We, your  convnit tee on ............................................ ? ....... ? ........................................ J.? .................................................... 

- -?I : i a ~ ~ e  2oj.nt K G L ~ ~ X ~ J ~ I ~ G : ~  57 having had under consideiation ................................................................................................................. Ei l l  No .................. 

TI I ;~use 3oi:;k ~d;l.~~~~!l~,~~~ 
Lp . . L-7 Respectfully report as follows: That  ............................................................................................................ ~ i i l  ?.io ................... 

5 i  A T F  F119. C O .  . . . . . . .  



AGRICIJ1,TrJRE CO~/LT1ITTEE 

4Gth i,EGISLA'I11VE S E S S I O N  - 1 3 7 9  

1{~ci1 Day A t t a c h  t o  M i n u t e s .  

SENATE 




