
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
FINANCE AND CLAIMS COYMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

A p r i l  1 0 ,  1979  

The t h i r t y - s e v e n t h  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  a n d  C l a i m s  
Commit tee  m e t  on t h e  above  d a t e  i n  room 108 o f  t h e  S t a t e  
C a p i t o l  ~ u i l d i n g .  The rrieeting was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  f o l l o w i n g  
r o l l  c a l l  by S e n a t o r  H i m s l ,  a t  4:10 p.m. A 1 1  members p r e s e n t .  

I 
1 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 908:  House B i l l  908 had a  t i e  v o t e  d 
a n d  S e n a t o r  Lockrem s a i d  h e  would v o t e  y e s  t o  g e t  t h e  b i l l  o u t  
o f  t h e  commi t t ee .  S e n a t o r  S t i m a t z  t o  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l .  I 
DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 2 4 3 :  Motion  b y  S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r  
d o  n o t  c o n c u r  i n .  W e  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  Depar tment  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
t o  check  i n t o  t h i s .  H e  r e a d  a l e t t e r  s e n t  t o  M r .  P h i l  Hauck 
from t h e  Washington D .  C .  o f f i c e  s t a t i n g  t h e r e  were no  f u n d s  
a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  a  v e t e r a n s  home a t  Twin 

1 
B r i d g e s .  1 
S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e r e  i s  no  c h a n c e  o f  a v a i l a b l e  money 
u n t i l  1983 .  1 
S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r :  No th ing  c o u l d  b e  done u n t i l  t h i s  t i m e .  W e  
would b e  s t a n d i n g  i n  l i n e  u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e .  

S e n a t o r  T h i e s e n :  I am n o t  a g a i n s t  t h e  v e t s .  The o t h e r  p rog ram 
w i t h  t h e  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  i s  more p a l a t a b l e  t o  t h e  s t a t e .  I 
would s u p p o r t  S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r ' s  n o t i o n .  

S e n a t o r  Boyl-an: They have  o n l y  a b o u t  2 o r  3 t h o u s a n d  g e n e r a t e d  
so f a r .  I f  w e  d o n ' t  g i v e  i t  t o  t h e  v e t s ,  it w i l l  g o  t o  p r i v a t e  
p e o p l e .  I 
S e n a t o r  A k l e s t a d :  T h e r e  i s  n o  money u n t i l  1 9 8 3  f rom t h e  f e d s ?  I 
S e n a t o r  S t o r y :  I would s u g g e s t  w e  t a k e  no  a c t i o n  o n  t h i s  b i l l .  
I f  t h e y  d o n ' t  have  t h e  money and  no  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  
I f  t h e y  d o n ' t  have  t h e  money o r  t h e  ma tch ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e y  
c a n ' t  g o  a h e a d  w i t h  t h e  program.  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem: T h e r e  i s  a  c e r t a i n  r i s k  t h a t  a  h a r d  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  
l o b b y  c a n  f o r c e  it o u t  o f  commi t t ee .  They have  no  l o n g e r  any  
c h a n c e  o f  b u i l d i n g  f o r  t h e  6 0  b e d s ;  no  f e d e r a l  match ;  b u t  t h e y  

I 
have  a qood t r a c k  r e c o r d  up i n  t h e  S e n a t e .  T h e r e  i s  a  l o t  o f  
m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  o u t .  I t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d  l e t  t h e  b i l l  rest i n  
p e a c e  i n  t h e  commi t t ee .  Vo ted  a n d  t i e d .  S t a y s  i n  Commit tee .  

I 
DISPOSITION OF HOUSE B I L L  894:  Cooney Dam. S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n :  
Cou ld  you p o s s i b l y  t a k e  t h i s  o u t  o f  r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e  f u n d s ?  
I would t h i n k  t h i s  would f a l l  u n d e r  t h a t  c a t e g o r y .  d 
Renewable  r e s o u r c e  = c o a l  t a x  money; i n d e m n i t y  t r u s t  f u n d  = m i n e r a l s .  
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Motion by S e n a t o r  S t o r y  w e  d o  c o n c u r  i n .  

S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r :  W e  have  been  work ing  on t h e s e  a c c o u n t s .  By 
t o n i g h t  I t h i n k  w e  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  a c c o u n t s  f i g g u r e d  o u t .  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  W e  w i l l  h o l d  t h i s  b i l l  f o r  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  
b a l a n c e s  i n  t h e  t r u s t  f u n d  & r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e  f u n d s .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 9 :  N o t i o n  by S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n  t h a t  
w e  d o  c o n c u r  i n .  

S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n :  T h i s  i s  t h e  program where  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  
l aw  s c h o o l  d o  work f o r  t h e  J .  P ' s ,  e tc .  I t  was f i n a n c e d  by  
LEAA a n d  t h e  government  program h a s  s t o p p e d  a n d  it h a s  b e e n  
thrown o v e r  i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d .  T h e r e  was a n o t h e r  b i l l  i n  
h e r e  t h a t  h a d  some f u n d i n g  on  t h i s .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem: T h a t  b i l l  p r o p o s e s  t o  f u n d  it o u t  o f  r e g i s -  
t r a t i o n  f e e s .  

S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r :  Was it a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f u n d i n g  f o r  
HB 9 would come o u t  o f  568? Both o f  t h e s e  are i n  a n o t h e r  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem: W e  s h o u l d  make j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t o  see i f  w e  
s h o u l d  f u n d  it .  

S e n a t o r  Reqan: I f  w e  p a s s  t h i s  it w i l l  b e  a n  on -go ing  cornmitt-  
ment  t h e n ?  

Some of  t h e  o t h e r  members had  some p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h i s  b i l l  and  
it was d e c i d e d  t o  h o l d  i t  u n t i l  a  l a t e r  m e e t i n g .  

DISPOSITION OF MOUSE BILL 844: T h i s  was t h e  one  o n  a l c o h o l  
d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r :  Would it b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  a s s i g n  t h i s  t o  a  sub-  
commmittee f o r  them t o  g o  t h r o u g h  a n d  work o u t  t h e  amounts?  Some 
o f  t h i s  i s  p r e t t y  c o m p l i c a t e d .  

S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t :  I t  i s  a  change  i n  p h i l o s o p h y  i n  u s i n g  t h e s e  
p rog rams  t h a t  have  b e e n  h a n d l e d  b e f o r e .  

The subcommi t t ee  was a p p o i n t e d  w i t h  S e n a t o r s  F a s b e n d e r ,  E t c h a r t ,  
Thomas a n d  A k l e s t a d  t o  s e r v e  on i t .  

S e n a t o r  ~ h i e s s e n :  I j u s t  had  a  s h e e t  handed  t o  m e  on  t h e  renew- 
a b l e  r e s o u r c e s .  They have  enough money t o  f u n d  t h e  cooney  D a m  
a l s o  h e r e .  Cooney D a m  i s  a  w a t e r  s h e d ,  h a s  m a t c h i n g  f e d e r a l  
f u n d s ,  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by t h e  DNC. 

S e n a t o r  M i m s l :  Maybe w e  c a n  a l l  g e t  c o p i e s  o f  t h i s  by tomarrow 
morning .  
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DISPOSITION O F  MOUSE B I L L  550 :  T h i s  i s  R e n r e s e n t a t i v e  S c u l l y ' s  -- 
b i l l .  S e n a t o r  H i m s l  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  it had t o  do w i t h  t h e  allot- - 

a t i o n  of t h e  c o a l  t a x .  I t  a p p a r e n t l y  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  a r e a  o f  1 / 3  
c u l t u r a l  a n d  2/3 p a r k s  money and  h e  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t i m e  it i s  a l l  i n  o n e  lump sum. On p a g e  4 ,  l i n e  7 ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
a n d  a e s t h e t i c  p r o j e c t  g r a n t s ,  e t c .  , t h e n  on  page  5 o f  t h e  new 
s e c t i o n  it h a s  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  F i s h  a n d  Game. 

I 

S e n a t o r  BoyPan: I have  p rob lems  i f  t h e y  u s e  any  o f  t h i s  money 
t o  a c q u i r e  any  more s ta te  l a n d .  They h a v e  t r o u b l e  now t a k i n g  
c a r e  o f  what  t h e y  h a v e .  

S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n :  P u t  i t  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  a  v o t e  and  t h e y  
w i l l  g i v e  t h e  f i n a l  a l l o c a t i o n .  

S e n a t o r  Thomas moved House B i l l  550 b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  

S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t :  T h e r e  i s  p o s s i b l y  a l i t t l e  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h i s .  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  i t  t i e s  i t  up. The p a r k s  
h a v e  s o r t  of t a k e n  up t h e  c u l t u r a l  p a r t  o f  it and  t h e y  h a v e n ' t  
g o t  a n y  money. 

S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r :  5%- - -be fo re  i t  was 2+3 .  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  I u n d e r s t o o d  t h e r e  i s  no c h a n a e  i n  t h e  amount.  

S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n :  What a b o u t  Dage 4- - the  a q u i s i t i o n  o f  s i t e s ,  
e t c . ?  

S e n a t o r  S t o r y :  I have  mixed f e e l i n g s  on  t h i s .  

Vo ted  a n d  p a s s e d ,  unanimous ,  S e n a t o r s  Smith a n d  Lockrem a b s e n t .  

S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r :  I f  t h e  commi t t ee  w a n t s  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  a n d  
a p p r o v e  a n d  d i s a p p r o v e  t h e s e  dam b u i l d i n g s - - i f  t h e y  would g i v e  
u s  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  wha t  a n d  how t h e s e  a r e  t o  be f u n d e d .  W e  c a n  
work t h i s  o u t  and  come back .  F o r  i n s t a n c e - - I f  t h e y  wan t  t h e  
dams f u n d e d ,  would t h e y  l e t  LRB f i g u r e  o u t  t h e  f u n d i n g  on them? 

TONGUE DAM: Renewable r e s o u r c e s  funds--LRB u s u a l l y  makes t h e  
d e c i s i o n  a s  t o  where  t h e y  a r e  s p e n t .  The c o n f l i c t  comes f rom 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  h e r e  a  number o f  o t h e r  b i l l s .  Some h a v e  
b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  LRB, some have  n o t .  I f  w e  p a s s  them as t h e y  
a r e  a n d  t a k e  them a l l  o u t  o f  r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e r e  w i l l  n o t  
b e  enough money. Some c o u l d  come f rom o t h e r  s o u r c e s .  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  I know t h e r e  i s  some i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s .  A s  l o n g  
a s  w e  have  all t h e s e  dams coming up ,  I would s u g g e s t  w e  m e e t  
tornarrow morning  and  g e t  e v e r y o n e  i n  h e r e  who h a s  a s p e c i a l  
i n t e r e s t .  W e  c an  come back  tomarrow and  go  on  w i t h  them from 4 
t h e r e .  

The m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  5:23 p.m. 
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STAMDII4G COhfBWITTEE REPORT 

President: .............................................................. MR. 

.................................................................................... we, your mnimittee on .................. F;~ ,Q~c .% ...a~i.i!...C~3.%2.~ 

............................. ,having had under consideration .........................................................-.......-...... 0 .  Bill No. ...5.5Q ..... 
Scully (Thamas) 

Ronse ................. ....................................................... ................... 553 . Respectfully report as follows: That ...... - - Bill No ..............,,.. 

- 
STATE PUB. CO. , 

Helena. Mont. 

.- . 
. /' 

r.. - i / /' 
. ....... . ................. -.v - .............% .. ::. ...A :..I :., : 

Senator R i m 1  Chairrhan.- 



STAP4DING COffilllilTTEE REPORT 

President MR. .............................................................. . . 

Finance end C l a i m 2  ........................................................................................................................................................ We, your committee on 
. . .  - -  . . . . .  .. , . .:. . . - .  

Rouse having had under consideration ....................................................................-............................................. Bill No ..... 9.?..@ ..... 

............................... Respectfully report as follows: That..., ..................................................... 2 Bill NO ... i.3.3.8 .... 

., . f 

i* /' I ......................... .... ................... ........ ;.; .... : ............. i:... ; c.2 i..; .......!.. . . ./ . . .  
STATE PUB. CO. ' Senatrrr R i m s t  . ktairman. 

Holona, Mont. . . . .  
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ABSENT EXCUSED 



Amend H.B. 921 

1. Page 1, l i n e  23 
S t r i k e :  6,545,000 
I n s e r t :  4,297,672 

2. Page 1, l i n e  25 
Af t e r :  l i n e  25 
I n s e r t  (numbers i n  gene ra l  fund column): 

"Board of Examiners 12,000 
The appropr i a t ion  is  t o  pay t h e  agreed s e t t l e m e n t  wi th  Seymour 
Sterch dated  October 26,  1978." 

3. Page 1, l i n e  25 
Af te r :  l i n e  25 
I n s e r t  (numbers i n  gene ra l  fund column): 
"Department of Community A f f a i r s  122,014 
The appropr i a t ion  i s  t o  reimburse t h e  department of highways 
$61,230 and t h e  department of f i s h  and game $61,774 t o  implement 
t h e  a i r p l a n e  pool ."  




