
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
FINANCE AND CLAIMS COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

A p r i l  9 ,  1979 

The t h i r t y - f i f t h  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  F i n a n c e  a n d  C la ims  Committee 
m e t  on t h e  above  d a t e  i n  room 108 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .  
~ o l l o w i n g  r o l l  c a l l  t h e  m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by S e n a t o r  
H i m s l ,  Cha i rman,  a t  8 :08  a.m. 

ROLL CALL: A l l  members p r e s e n t .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 921: S e n a t o r  Regan s a i d  t h i s  one  
on  t h e  a i r p l a n e  s t i l l  h a d  some q u e s t i o n s  and  t h o u s h t  it s h o u l d  
b e  h e l d  on  t o  l o n g e r  u n t i l  t h e y ' c a n  r e s o l v e  t h e  p;oblems i f  
a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e .  T h e r e  i s  some q u e s t i o n  on  t h e  money. 

S e n a t o r  S t o r y :  The money i s  t o  p i c k  up t h e  h a n g e r s .  J o e  R o b e r t s  
i s  p i c k i n g  up t h e  amendment. T h a t  is  why t h i s  was chanqed ,  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  had t o  pay  f o r  t h e  h a n g e r s .  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  W e  w i l l  l e t  t h i s  g o  u n t i l  w e  get  t h e  amendment. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 125 :  T h i s  was t h e  b i l l  on r e v e n u e  
s h a r i n g .  

Mot ion  by S e n a t o r  S t o r y  t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  c o n c u r .  Vo ted  a n d  
p a s s e d .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 919: Mot ion  by S e n a t o r  Regan t o  be  
c o n c u r r e d  i n .  

S e n a t o r  Smi th :  I q u e s t i o n  t h i s .  T h e r e  a r e  a  l o t  o f  c o n t r i b -  
u t i o n s  s e n t  i n  t o  t h e  C a n c e r  S o c i e t y .  D o e s n ' t  any  money come 
i n  f o r  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g ?  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  I would t h i n k  it would b e  a  n a t u r a l  p a r t  of 
t h e  H e a l t h  Depar tment .  Why s h o u l d  t h i s  n o t  b e  t h e  same? Why 
d o  t h e y  need  an  a d d i t i o n a l  $60 ,000?  

S e n a t o r  S t o r y :  They came i n  and  a s k e d  f o r  t h i s  a n d  we wanted  
t o  know who t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  and  what  t h e y  d i d .  The c o s t  a t  
t h i s  t i m e  t o  t h e  H e a l t h  Depar tment  i s  $18 ,000 .  

S u b s t i t u t e  mo t ion  by S e n a t o r  A k l e s t a d  t h a t  House B i l l  919 b e  
n o t  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  H e  s a i d  h e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  it was j u s t  t h e  money 
b u t  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  moving a r o u n d  t h e  community e tc .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  t h e y  w i l l  t r y  t o  k e e p  t r a c k  o f  t h i s  anyway. I t h i n k  i t  i s  
a  f a l a c y .  

S e n a t o r  Regan: The t e s t i m o n y  seemed t o  i n d i c a t e  some a r e a s  
i n  Montana had  h i g h  c a n c e r  r a t e s .  I t  would p e r m i t  a  f o l l o w  up 
t o  see wha t  h a s  happened t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  
some m e r i t  i n  t h e  b i l l .  
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S e n a t o r  Boylan :  I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  enouqh money i n  t h e  Board o f  
H e a l t h  and  w e  c a n  g i v e  them t h e  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h o u t  
t h e  money. 

S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n :  They h a v e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  anyway. 
They c a n  e x t e n d  o n e  more column a n d  p u t  it on  t h e  same s h e e t .  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  A l o t  o f  t h i s  i s  i n  D o c t o r ' s  o f f i c e s ,  c l i n i c s ,  
e tc .  

S e n a t o r  Boylan :  C a n ' t  w e  amend t h i s  t o  p u t  i n  w i t h o u t  t h e  money? 

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  I t h i n k  n o t .  I t  i s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l .  

The s u b s t i t u t e  m o t i o n  t o  n o t  c o n c u r  was v o t e d  a n d  p a s s e d .  

CONSIDERATION O F  HOUSE B I L L  4 7 2 :  Motion by S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  t o  
b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  

S e n a t o r  H i n s l :  They g o  t o  c o n f e r e n c e s  and  work somewhat l i k e  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  Someone i n t r o d u c e s  t h e  p rob lem and  t h e y  work 
on it morn in9  noon and  n i g h t .  They wind up w i t h  t h e  c o n s e n s u s  
t h a t  t h e y  4 0  a h e a d  w i t h  a  u n i f o r m  law p r o p o s a l .  

S e n a t o r  S t o r y :  What a r e  t h e y  u s i n g  t h e  money f o r ?  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  $3100 i s  d u e s  p e r  y e a r  p l u s  t h e  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s .  

S e n a t o r  Boylan :  Who d o  t h e y  r e p o r t  hack  t o ?  

S e n a t o r  S t o r y :  They g e t  a r e p o r t  back  on t h e  l a w s .  

S e n a t o r  Nelson:  W e  d i d  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h i s  2 yea r s  ago .  
M r .  B l e w e t t  was t h e  o n l y  one  who a t t e n d e d  a n d  he  d i d  s o  a t  h i s  
own e x p e n s e .  

S e n a t o r  S t o r y :  The l a w s  are  n o t  u n i f o r m .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  much o f  
them. 

S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t :  I n  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  I t h i n k  it i s  good 
s t r a t e g y  t o  have  someone t h e r e  f rom Montana.  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e r e  i s  $1 ,000  f o r  t r a v e l  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s .  T h a t  p r o b a b l y  p i c k s  up some of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  
$ 7 2 0 0  was d u e s .  The p e r  d iem was c u t  o u t .  

T h i s  b i l l  was h e l d  f o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 584 :  S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t :  T h i s  was i n  
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  subcommi t t ee .  Men ta l  H e a l t h  s t a r t e d  o u t  w i t h  
High f e d e r a l  match and  now w e  have t o  p u l l  it i n .  W e  had  t o  i n -  
c r e a s e  o v e r  $ 3  m i l l i o n  t h i s  y e a r ,  ant! t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  k i c k i n g  a n d  
s c r e a m i n g .  

S e n a t o r  S t o r y :  The f e d s  warned u s .  They s a i d  it was 90% a n d  
e a c h  y e a r  it would g o  down '10%. 



M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  ~ e e t i n g  
F i n a n c e  and  C la ims  Conunittee 

A p r i l  9 
Paqe  3 

S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r :  They a r e  l o c a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d .  I f  t h e  r e g i o n s  
wan t  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t  a t  w h a t e v e r  l e v e l  t h e y  w a n t ,  t h e y  w e r e  t o  
d o  s o ,  b u t  it was l o c a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d ,  a n d  t h a t  is  t h e  r e a s o n  
w e  a r e  p a y i n g  f o r  i t .  

Mot ion  by S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r  t h a t  w e  do n o t  c o n c u r  i n  House B i l l  
584.  

S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n :  They c a n  o n l y  s p o n s o r  50% o f  w h a t  t h e y  r a i s e ?  

S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r :  The s t a t e  c a n n o t  e x c e e d  o v e r  5 0 % .  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  T h i s  b i l l  would e l i m i n a t e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  
s t a t e  f u n d s  may n o t  e x c e e d  50%.  W e  c o u l d  e n d  up p a y i n g  a l o t  
f o r  it. 

S e n a t o r  Smi th :  I f  it i s  n o t  t a k e n  c a r e  o f  l o c a l l y ,  w e  may h a v e  
t h a t  many more back  i n  warm S p r i n g s  and  t h a t  i s  more money. 

S e n a t o r  A k l e s t a d :  They t r i l l  s t i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  h a v e  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  
but t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  n o t  back  up more t h a n  5 0 %  o f  t h e  costs.  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  I f  w e  k i l l  t h i s  b i l l ,  t h e  s t a t e ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
c a n n o t  e x c e e d  50%.  

Motion was v o t e d  and  p a s s e d .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 868: x o t i o n  by S e n a t o r  Regan t o  b e  
c o n c u r r e d  i n .  Voted  and  f a i l e d .  

V o t e  r e v e r s e d ,  B e  n o t  c0ncur re .d  i n ;  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e ,  a t t a c h e d .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 4 7 2 :  Diana  Dowlinq i s  h e r e  a n d  w e  
c a n  g e t  t h i s  b i l l  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t .  What i s  t h e  d u e s  amount? 

Diana  Dowling: The dues  a r e  $3100 a  y e a r ;  t h e y  a r e '  s e t  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  The m e e t i n g  i s  i n  t h e  code  c o m m i s s i o n e r s '  
o f f i c e  a n d  t h e  members a r e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r .  The o r i g -  
i n a l  b i l l  p r o v i d e d  t r a v e l .  e x p e n s e s ;  it was amended i n  t h e  House 
t o  j u s t  c o v e r  t h e  d u e s .  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  Is t h e r e  t r a v e l  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o u n c i l  , 

b u d g e t ?  Dowling: The re  i s  f o r  m e .  The o t h e r  members are Dean 
S u l l i v a n ,  J. T .  H a r r i s o n ,  a n d  Alex B l e w e t t .  A i r  f a r e  i s  $ 3 2 0 ,  
it costs $37  p e r  n i g h t  f o r  a m o t e l  a n d  a b o u t  $13  a d a y  f o r  m e a l s .  
The c o u n c i l  p a i d  h e r  way t o  t h e  m e e t i n g  t h e  l a s t  t i m e .  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  How o f t e n  d o  t h e y  mee t?  Dowling: Once a y e a r  
f o r  a  week. 

S e n a t o r  Smi th :  The q u e s t i o n  t h a t  I would have  i s  $3100 f o r  t h e  
dues--$6200 f o r  t h e  biennium--What happens  i f  w e  d o n ' t  h a v e  some 
one  who g o e s  who g e t s  some good u s e  o u t  o f  i t ?  If t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  
i s n ' t  f u n d e d ,  maybe some peop le  c a n ' t  g o .  
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Dowling: A l e x  B l e w e t t  a n d  H a r r i s o n  have  b e e n  p a y i n g  t h e i r  own 
way. 4 
S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  I s n ' t  t h e r e  any o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  t o  h e l p  
pay  f o r  t h i s ?  Dowling: They do  n o t .  W e  j u s t  ask f o r  t r a v e l  
f o r  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g .  A l e x  g e t s  t h e  o t h e r  t r i p s  p a i d  f o r .  

Mot ion  by S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  t h a t  House B i l l  4 7 2  be c o n c u r r e d  i n .  
Vo ted  a n d  p a s s e d ,  S e n a t o r  Goodover t o  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l .  

DISPOSITION OF'HOUSE B I L L  357: T h i s  b i l l  w a s  h e a r d  i n  t h e  employee  
Compensa t ion  commi t t ee  and  the Depa r tmen t s  would r e w a r d  t h e  
employee  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a  m e r i t  o r  i n c e n t i v e  p l a n .  If t h e y  c o u l d  
show t h e y  s a v e d  t h e  s t a t e  some money, t h e y  c o u l d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
t h e  amount o f  s a v i n g s .  I f  you w i l l  l o o k  a t  page  8 ,  s e c t i o n  7-- 
it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a d m i n i s t e r - - s o  many l a w s  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  it. 

Mot ion  by S e n a t o r  Boylan b e  n o t  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  The se lec t  com- 
mittee would b e  w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  money o u t .  D i s c u s s i o n  was 
h e l d  on  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  i n c e n t i v e  a n d  t h e  merit o f  i t .  

S e n a t o r  Regan: I would l i k e  t o  amend s e c t i o n  9  o u t .  Then w e  
c a n  t r y  it f o r  2 y e a r s ,  l o o k  a t  t h e  amount a n d  see what  h a s  
happened .  I t h i n k  it m i g h t  be  a  good i n c e n t i v e  program.  

Mot ion  by S e n a t o r  Regan t o  s t r i k e  s e c t i o n  9 i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  and  
t o  renumber  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  s e c t i o n s .  

4 
S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t :  Was t h e r e  a n y  d i s c u s s i o n  a s  t o  how it f i t s  
i n t o  t h e  p a y  p l a n ?  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  J u s t  a  bonus .  

S e n a t o r  Smi th :  On p a g e  8 ,  s e c t i o n  7--I  am c e r t a i n l y  f o r  economy 
i n  t h e  government .  The q u e s t i o n  i s  - - a r e  w e  t h e n  o b l i g a t e d  t o  
pay  up t o  2 5 %  of t h e  c o s t ?  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  The $10 ,000  was r e a l l y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  costs. 
I d o n ' t  know a b o u t  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  s e r v i c e s .  

S e n a t o r  Regan: T h e r e  a r e  a  number o f  l a r g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s - w h o  
have  u s e d  t h i s  w i t h  t h e i r  employees  t o  s a v e  money i n  t h e i r  o p e r -  
a t i o n s .  I would s a y  you would. c o v e r  t h i s  e x a c t l y  l i k e  a  
c o r p o r a t i o n .  

The m o t i o n  was v o t e d  on .  The amendment was v o t e d  y e s ,  t h e  
m o t i o n  t h e n  was t o  b e  n o t  c o n c u r r e d  i n  a s  amensed. Voted  a n d  
p a s s e d .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE B I L L  356:  Motion by S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r  t o  
b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  

S e n a t o r  S t o r y :  The f i n e s  p r e s e n t l y  g o  i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d .  

s e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r :  T h i s  r e d u c e s  t h e i r  ea rmarked  r e v e n u e  t h a t  
comes i n .  
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S e n a t o r  S t o r y :  But  t h e y  a r e  used i n  t h e i r  r e v e n u e  p r e d i c t i o n s .  

S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r :  W e  a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  money from t h e  f i n e s  
a n d  f u n d i n g  t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t .  I t  would b e  d i r e c t  f u n d i n g .  

S e n a t o r  S t o r y :  A l o t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  a r e  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  it. 
Every  t i m e  anyone  g e t s  c a u g h t  t h e y  w i l l  s a y  i t  i s  t o  pump up 
t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t .  

S e n a t o r  S m i t h :  I f  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  
a b l e  t o  f i n e  him anyway. W e  have  t o  b u i l d  up  t h a t  r e t i r e m e n t  
so t h a t  it i s  funded .  

The mot ion  was v o t e d  and  p a s s e d ,  S e n a t o r  Smi th  t o  c a r r y  i t .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 2 8 4 :  ~ o t i o n  b y  S e n a t o r  Regan t h a t  t h e  
b i l l  b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  She s a id  s h e  had  C u r t  check  a n d  t h e  money 
w i l l  go  where  it i s  supposed  t o .  

S e n a t o r  S t o r y .  The f i s c a l  n o t e  s a y s  $153 ,000  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  a n d  
$362,000  t h e  s e c o n d  year, t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  f o s t e r  c a r e .  

S e n a t o r  Smi th :  A r e  you sure t h e y  w i l l  g e t  t h e  money? S e n a t o r  
Regan: I n  o u r  subcornmi t tce  I wanted t o  know. I w i l l  a s k  C u r t  
t o  a d d r e s s  y o u r  q u e s t i o n .  

C u r t  N i c h o l s ,  f i s c a l  a n a l y s t :  The f i g u r e s  are c o r r e c t  t h a t  are 
i n  t h e  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  S t o r y :  On t h e  s h e e t  o f  p a p e r  t h a t  t h e  s h o r t  l a d y  g a v e  
US ------ S e n a t o r  Regan: T h a t  w a s  o n  d a y  c a r e ,  t h i s  i s  o n  
f o s t e r  c a r e .  

S e n a t o r  Regan: When t h e  subcommi t t ee  worked t h i s  b u d g e t  w e  g a v e  
very  n o m i n a l  i n c r e a s e s  t o  b o t h  d a y  c a r e  a n d  f o s t e r  c a r e  knowing 
t h e s e  b i l l s  w e r e  coming o u t -  W e  t h o u g h t  w e  would let the House 
s e t  t h e  payment  p a r t i c u l a r i l y  i n  v i ew o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  had  
had  n o  payment  i n c r e a s e  b e f o r e .  The i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  subcommi t t ee  
was 73/4and 7 1 /4 .  The i n f l a t i o n a r y  f i g u r e  i s  f a r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  
t h a t .  

S e n a t o r  S m i t h :  I d i d  n o t  s i t  on t h i s  subcommi t t ee .  I a m  wondering--  
i s n ' t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  f u n d e d  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  manner t h a n  t h e s e .  I 
am wonder ing  a b o u t  t h e  word on page  1, l i n e  20-- i f  w e  p a s s  it 
w i t h  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  d o e s  it g e t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  come i n  f o r  
a d d i t i o n a l  money o v e r  and  above  t h e  SRS b u d g e t ?  

S e n a t o r  Regan: I had  t h e  same c o n c e r n .  The p rob lem i s  t h a t  t h e  
3 b i g g e s t  o n e s  t a k e  c h i l d r e n  on c o n t r a c t - - a n d  t h a t  w a s  p r e t t y  bad .  
The F l o r e n c e  C r i t t e n t o n  H o m e  d i d  n o t  g e t  t h e  i n c r e a s e  and  it i s  
a n  i n s t i t u t i o n .  W e  would s e r i o u s l y  h u r t  them. I t a l k e d  t o  K e i t h  
C o l b o  a b o u t  t h a t .  
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S e n a t o r  F a s b c n d e r :  T h e  l a n q u a o c  specifically p r c c l u d c s  t h a t .  
On t h e  bo t tom o f  page  1 and  on  paqe  2 .  - - 

S e n a t o r  S t o r y :  We had b e t t e r  k e e p  i t .  They a r e  p i c k i n g  up a  
l o t  o f  costs on  t h e i r  own. I t h i n k  w e  had b e t t e r  k e e p  it a s  it 

I 
i s .  T h e r e  i s  a s e v e r e  s h o r t a g e  o f  good f o s t e r  homes. I 
S e n a t o r  H i r n s P :  T h e r e  i s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  o t h e r  f u n d s .  A r e  t h e y  
f e d e r a l  f u n d s ?  

S e n a t o r  Regan: Y e s ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  some c o u n t y  f u n d s  g e t  k i c k e d  i n  
i f  t h e y  q u a l i f y .  I t  i s  a  3 match w i t h  t h e  c o u n t v .  

I 
S e n a t o r  Smi th :  What a b o u t  l i n e  16  and  1 7  on  page  l? I 
S e n a t o r  Regan: The i n c r e a s e  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y  i s  v e r y  s l i g h t .  I t  
i s  t h e  a i d  t o  d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n ,  I t h i n k .  I 
S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  I n  t h e  b r a c k e t  down o n  t h e  o t h e r  funds--what  i s  
t h e  s o u r c e ?  C u r t  N i c h o l s :  County f u n d s .  The c o u n t i e s  p a y  + 
of t h e  non f e d e r a l  c a r e .  F o s t e r  c a r e  i s  70% and  no  f e d e r a l  
f u n d s .  They pay a b o u t  5 0 %  o f  t h e  n o n - f e d e r a l  s h a r e .  Then 

I 
t h e  c o u n t i e s  pay  + a n d  t h e  s t a t e  p a y s  4. I 
The mot ion  was v o t e d  b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n ,  p a s s e d ,  S e n a t o r  Regan t o  
c a r r y  t h e  b i l l .  S e n a t o r  A k l e s t a d  v o t e d  no .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 921:  T h i s  i s  t h e  b i l l  on  l i c e n s e  
p l a t e s .  

S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r :  Under t h e  law i f  anyone  c h a n g e s  cars t h e y  c a n  
g e t  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  l i c e n s e  p l a t e .  

I 
I 

John F i t z p a t r i c k ,  OBPP: Money was a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  I 
o f  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s .  The law s a y s  t h a t  if t h e r e  i s  a t i t l e  change  
t h e  c o u n t y  t r e a s u r e r  c a n  r e q u i r e  t h a t  you  g e t  a new s e t  o f  p l a t e s .  
I t  i s  t o  t h e  c o u n t i e s  a d v a n t a g e  t o  g e t  i t .  T h e r e  w e r e  25,000 
more sets of  p l a t e s  t h a n  w e  b u d g e t e d  f o r .  Motor v e h i c l e  e a r -  

I 
marked r e v e n u e  g o e s  i n t o  t h i s .  I 
Some d i s c u s s i o n  was h e l d  on  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of amending t h e  b i l l ,  

1 
a n d  it was l e f t  u n t i l  a  l a t e r  t i m e .  H 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 923:  T h i s  would s t a n d a r d i z e  t h e  a c c o u n t i n g  - 
s y s t e m  o f  t h e  vo t e c h  c e n t e r s .  They want  t o  s t a n d a r d i z e  and  so  

I 
- 

on SBAS. They would h a v e  t o  pay for it on  a  mon th ly  b a s i s .  
$50 ,000  went  i n t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u d g e t  i n t o  t h e  b i l l .  
They c o u l d n ?  a g r e e  on what  w a s  t o  b e  done .  They f i n a l l y  s a i d  

I 
t h e y  would g o  on SBAS and  g e t  i t  s t a r t e d  w i t h .  The l a n g u a g e  
h a s  t o  b e  p a s s e d  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  h a n d l e  it as  t h e  f u n d s  g o  i n t o  
t h e  c o u n t y  f u n d s  a s  opposed  t o  t h e  s t a t e  f u n d s .  S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r  
a l s o  s a i d  t h e r e  i s  no  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i n  it. 

d 
I 

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  P o s t  s e c o n d a r y  vo t e c h  money g o e s  i n t o  t h e  s t a t e  . I 
i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  c o u n t i e s .  T h i s  wou1.d be c e n t r a l i z e d  a c c o u n t i n g  
o f  t h e  vo  t e c h  c e n t e r .  I t  was done a t  t h e i r  r e q u e s t .  I 
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S e n a t o r  Ne l son :  The subcommi t t ee  t h i n k s  it i s  a  m u s t .  

S e n a t o r  Boylan :  What a b o u t  t h e  d e l a y  i n  p a y i n g  b i l l s  when it 
g o e s  i n t o  SBAS? 

Mot ion  by S e n a t o r  A k l e s t a d  b e  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  Voted a n d  p a s s e d .  
S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r  t o  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  on t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 773 :  S e n a t o r  H i m s l  s a i d  t h a t  h i s  f e e l i n g  
on t h i s  would b e  t o  l e t  it g o  f o r  2 y e a r s  a n d  come i n  w i t h  a  b i l l  
t o  b r o a d e n  t h e  mo to r  b o a t  t a x  money t o  d o  t h i s  w a s t e  p rob lem.  

S e n a t o r  Smi th :  The q u e s t i o n  i s  how much money i s  r e a l l y  i n  t h a t  
t r u s t  f u n d  a n d  how l o n g  is it g o i n g  t o  l a s t ?  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  A p p a r e n t l y  t h e r e  i s  p l e n t y  o f  money i n  t h e  t r u s t  
f u n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f i g u r e s  t h a t  were g i v e n  t o  m e .  

S e n a t o r  S m i t h :  T h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  some way w e  c o u l d  a d d r e s s  t h i s  
p rob lem.  

S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n :  I j u s t  came from a m e e t i n g  t o n i g h t  f o r  a s t u d y  
f o r  c o n t i n u e d  s e r v i c e  i n  a n o t h e r  a r e a .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d  
g o  o u t  a n d  g i v e  t h i s  t y p e  o f  s u b s i d i z a t i o n .  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l :  W e  gave  $69 ,000  t o  t h e  G i a n t  S p r i n g s  p r o j e c t ,  
$500 ,000  t o  908--MHD p r o j e c t ,  A i r  p o r t s  e tc .  We have  t o  l o o k  
a t  t h e  r e v e n u e  p r o j e c t i o n s ,  t o o .  

Motion by S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r  t h a t  H . B .  773 b e  n o t  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  
Vo ted ,  passed,  S e n a t o r  S t o r y  t o  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL  6 9 2 :  The t h r u s t  o f  t h i s  i s  t h a t  
t h e y  c a n n o t  come back  on t h e  c o u n t i e s  t o  g e t  more money from 
t h e  s t a t e .  

Motion by S e n a t o r  Ne l son  b e  n o t  c o n c u r r e d  i n .  
S u b s t i t u t e  mo t ion  b y  S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r ,  be c o n c u r r e d  i n .  

S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n :  What was t h e  amendment? 

S e n a t o r  Ne l son :  I t  was n o t  p u t  i n .  The o n l y  one  i s  t h e  o n e  
f r o m  t h e  o l d  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  i n  T o o l e  c o u n t y  t h e  a c t i o n  f rom 
Browning o f  t a k i n g  p e o p l e  t o  G r e a t  F a l l s ,  e t c .  was making a 
much h i g h e r  h o s p i t a l  b i l l ,  and  t h i s  b i l l  would h u r t  t h e  l o c a l  
h o s p i t a l  i n  h i s  c o u n t y .  

S e n a t o r  A k l e s t a d :  The h o s p i t a l s  w i l l  h a v e  t o  r a i s e  t h e  r a t e s .  
The l i t t l e  h o s p i t a l s  m i g h t  g o  u n d e r  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  

S e n a t o r  Regan: T h i s  f i g h t  g o e s  back  a l o n g  ways.  T h a t  i s  r e a l l y  
n o t  what  happens  i n  t h i s  b i l l .  I t  s a y s  i f  you a r e  c l i g i b l c  and 
t a k e  m e d i c a i d  you d o n ' t  p u t  any  a d d i t i o n a l  cost back on t h e  
c o u n t y .  Med ica id  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  t o t a l  cost  and  n o t  a  b iq  o,ver- 
r u n .  Thc q e s t i o n  o f  what  m e d i c a i d  w i l l  o r  w i l l  n o t  pay  "111 
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b e  s e t t l e d  i n  c o u r t .  E i t h e r  t h e y  w i l l  b e  f o r c e d  t o  p i c k  up t h e  , 
cost  o f  b a d  d e b t s  and  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  improvements  o r  t h e y  
w i l l  n o t .  

S e n a t o r  H i m s P :  I n  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  a  few y e a r s  a g o  t h e r e  was a  
c e r t a i n  ag reemen t  i n  t h e  h e a l t h  d e l i v e r y  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  w e r e  b e i n g  
m e t .  The p h a r m a c i s t s  m i g h t  a g r e e  t o  85% o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d  r a t e .  
The h o s p i t a l s  were b e i n g  p a i d  a b o u t  90% o f  t h e  r a t e .  They w e r e  
n o t  c o n c e r n e d  b e c a u s e  a 90% r e t u r n  i s  a good r e t u r n .  W e  a r e  
a s k i n g  them t o  d i s c o u n t  a b o u t  10% on t h e  b i l l .  Many scale it 
down more t h a n  t h e  h o s p i t a l s .  T h e i r  f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  money t h e  
f e d e r a l  government  was n o t  p a y i n g .  I t h i n k  it is  t r u e  t h e r e  i s  
a  q u e s t i o n  o f  what  i s  a c t u a l  c o s t  a n d  wha t  t h e i r  a g r e e m e n t  i s  w i t h  
them. 

S e n a t o r  Regan: I t h i n k  what  happened w a s  a b o u t  6 y e a r s  a g o  
SRS made a c o n t r a c t  and  t h e y  p a i d  1 0 0 % .  I t  was i l l e g a l .  The 
h o s p i t a l s  s c reamed  when w e  c u t  t h i s  back .  

S e n a t o r  A k l e s t a d :  A l o t  o f  t h e  c o s t s  b r o u g h t  o n t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  
i s  due  t o  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h e  f e d s  a s k  f o r .  T h i s  i s  i n c r e a s i n g  
t h e i r  costs .  W e  a r e  o n l y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  c o s t  a n d  n o t  t h e  r e g -  
u l a t i o n s .  

J o h n  F i t z p a t r i c k :  The r u l e  i s  t h a t  a n  a u d i t  is c o n d u c t e d  and  
t h e n  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i s  made on  t h e  c o s t .  H e  e x p l a i n e d  what  I 
happens  on t h i s .  I f  t h e  e x p e n s e s  e x c e e d  wha t  SRS i s  t h o u g h t  t o  
be r e a s o n a b l e  s e r v i c e s  i n  a  c e r t a i n  a r e a .  Wi thou t  t h i s  b i l l ,  
if SRS s h o u l d  reduce t h i s  amount ,  t h e  c o u n t i e s  u s e  up  t h e  
maximum l e v y  f o r  t h e  p o o r  f u n d ,  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  h ave  t o  g o  b a c k  
and  p i c k  up what t h e  SRS d e p a r t m e n t  d i d  n o t  pay .  T h i s  j u s t  s a y s  
t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  a n o t h e r  way a r o u n d  it.  

S e n a t o r  Ne l son :  I f  t h i s  b i l l  p a s s e s ,  I would l i k e  t o  amend it. 

The m e e t i n g  w a s  a d j o u r n e d ,  s i n c e  committee m e m b e r s  had t o  be 
a t  o t h e r  m e e t i n g s ,  and  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
c a l l  o f  t h e  c h a i r .  

S e n a t o r  H i m s l ,  c h a i r m a n  
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