
MINUTES OF TEE MZETIXG 
T A U T  I O N  CO-K9iITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

A p r i l  6 ,  1979 

9' 
The s e v e n t y - f i r s t  meeting of t h e  Taxat ion Corrmittee w a s  h e l d  \ 

on t h e  above d a t e  i n  Room 4 1 5  of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Bu i ld ing ,  s t a r t -  
i n g  a t  2 o ' c l o c k ,  w i t h  Chairman Turnage p r e s i d i n g .  

ROLL CALL: R o l l  c a l l  found a l l  t h e  members p r e s e n t ,  e x c e p t  
S e n a t o r  Manley who was excused.  

The c o r n i t t e e  f i r s t  cons idered  HB287, p e r s o n a l  income t a x  ex- 
emption b i l l .  They agreed  t o  r a i s e  t h e  exemption t o  $1000 and 
Sena to r  McCallum Moved t h i s  Exemption. The n o t i o n  c a r r i e d ;  s e e  
r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  a t t a c h e d .  

Sena to r  McCallun then  Moved HB287 A s  Amended, B e  Concurred I n .  
Motion c a r r i e d  8 -4 ,  r o l l  c a l l  vo te .  

HB221 was nex t  up f o r  execu t ive  a c t i o n  and S e n a t o r  Towe made 
a motion f o r  amendments; t h i s  was c a r r i e d .  . 

Sena to r  Goodover t hen  Moved H 3 2 2 1  A s  Amended Be Concurred I n .  
Motion c a r r i e d  9 - 3  by r o l l  c a l l  vo te .  

HB915 was up f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  and amendments were i n t roduced .  
Sen. Watt Moved t o  Amend t h e  b i l l ;  h i s  motion w a s  c a r r i e d .  Sena- 
t o r  Manley moved t h e  b i l l  be t a b l e d  and a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e  motion 
Sen. Watt moved t h e  b i l l  B e  Concurred In .  There  was a  t i e  v o t e ,  
6 - 6 ,  t h u s  t h e  b i l l  w i l l  remain i n  corrmittee t empora r i l y .  

Sena to r  Norman Moved t o  Table HB512; h i s  motion c a r r i e d ,  how- 
e v e r  "No" v o t e s  were c a s t  by Sens. Towe and Watt.  

HB 3 9 8  was n e x t  up f o r  execu t ive  a c t i o n  and Sena to r  W a t t  p re-  
s en t ed  amendments t o  t h e  b i l l . .  H e  moved t h e  Amendments be  Adopted 
t o  HB398; h i s  motion was c a r r i e d .  

The committee then  d i scussed  adopt ing  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  d i r e c t  
t h e  Department of  Revenue t o  make a s tudy  of i ts  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
r u l e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a p p r a i s a l  of n o t o r  v e h i c l e s  f o r  p r ~ p e r t y  t a x  
purposes .  T h i s  motion was made by Sena to r  Severson and c a r r i e d ;  
Sena to r  Watt vo ted  "No", a s  d i d  Sena to r  Roskie. 

Sena to r  Severson t h e n  d i s t r i b u t e d  a  c h a r t  showing proposed 
r a t e s  on motor v e h i c l e s .  The f e e  system of  t a x i n g  motor v e h i c l e s  
was d i s c u s s e d  then  by t h e  members and HB848, s t i l l  i n  comr;.ittee, 
was thought  t o  he t h e  v e h i c l e  whereby such a system could be in -  
zorpora ted .  HB385 was a l s o  d i s c u s s e d ,  a  bill d e a l i n g  wi th  r e c r e a -  
t i o n  v e h i c l e s .  M r .  Zinnecker w a s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  meeting and d i s -  
cussed w i t h  t h e  cornnit tee t h e  f i s c a l  impact s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n  would  
b r i n g  on l o c a l  governments. The committee, a s  the17 have  p r e v i ~ u s -  
l y ,  hoped t o  a r r i v e  a t  a more e q u i t a b l e  method of t a x i n g  v e h i c l e s  
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w i t h o u t  p u t t i n g  the burden on p r o p e r t y  tax owners.  They r e p e a t e d l y  
e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  concern  a l s o  t h a t  if a n  a c c e p t a b l e  fee sys tem w e r e  
t o  be a d o p t e d ,  t h e  f i s c a l  impact  and ensuing loss  o f  revenue would 
not be t o o  s e v e r e  on l o c a l  governments .  S e n a t o r  Severson wanted 

a 
t o  i n c l u d e  r e c r e a t i o n  v e h i c l e s  i n t o  HB848 and t h e  committee w i l l  
a g a i n  c c n s i d e r  s u c h  a c t i o n .  

Meet ing  was a d j o u r n e d .  

J E A N  A. T'JRNAGE - C H A I N @  d 
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