
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
RULES 

YONTANA STATE SENATE 

A p r i l  4 ,  1979 

The meet ing of  t h e  Sena te  Rules Corrmittee was c a l l e d  t o  
o r d e r  by Chairman Stephens  a t  l : 3 5  p.m. on t h e  above d a t e  i n  
Room 331 of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  

ROLL CALL: A l l  members were p r e s e n t  w i t h  no e x c e p t i o n s .  

RECONSIDEFATION OF H J R  4 6  ( i n t roduced  by Fagg, Gerke and 
o t h e r s ) .  Chairinan Stephens  in t roduced  David Cogley w i t h  t h e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l  who spoke on t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  a s  n e i t h e r  a  
proponent  nor  an opponent.  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  he add res sed  t h e  l a s t  
s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l .  H e  l i k e s  t h e  concept  of r e q u i r i n g  r e q u e s t s  
t o  be i n  e a r l y  a s  it would f a c i l i t a t e  b i l l  d r a f t i n g  by t h e  f i r s t  
day of t h e  s e s s i o n .  Many o t h e r  s t a t e s  proceed i n  t h i s  manner. 
The r e s o l u t i o n  p rov ides  t h a t  two b i l l s  by each  l e g i s l a t o r  can 
be r e q u e s t e d  a f t e r  t h e  s e s s i o n  p rov id ing  a  r e l i e f  f o r  impor t an t  
m a t t e r s  t h a t  come up. I t  was sugges ted  by Sena to r  Blaylock t h a t  
t h i s  number be changed t o  f i v e .  Many o t h e r  p o i n t s  were d i s c u s s e d  
which i n c l u d e  t h e  fo l lowing:  The p r e - d r a f t e d  b i l l s  c o u l d  go t o  
t h e  s t a n d i n g  c o m ~ i t t e e s  f o r  a  review o r  c l o s e r  look t o  deter-n '  ~ n e  
i f  t h e  b i l l s  a r e  p r e s e n t a b l e .  This  would h e l p  sp read  t h e  work- 
l o~ad  and avoid  t h e  logjam w e  had t h i s  s e s s i o n .  I t  took  39 days  
t d  g e t  o u t  t h e  b i l l s  r eques t ed  working an average of  1 4  hours  p e r  
day. A t  t h e  Caucus you could  a p p r i s e  t h e  freshman l e g i s l a t o r s  
on how t o  g e t  l e g i s l a t i o n  in t roduced  the reby  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  
exemption. You a l l o w  a  l i m i t  on d r a f t i n g  r e q u e s t s  made t o  t h e  
Counci l  and each  l e g i s l a t o r  could p e r s o n a l l y  pay f o r  t h e  r e s t .  
Aglency b i l l s  should n o t  count  a s  p a r t  of  t h e  l i m i t .  Cha iman  
~ d e p h e n s  sugges t ed  t h a t  maybe t h e  com-nittee would c o n s i d e r  re- 
a c ' t i v a t i n g  t h e  I n t e r i m  L e g i s l a t i v e  Improvement Committee t o  t a k e  
t h i s  b i l l  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a  s tudy .  Enforce  t h e  October  1 5 t h  
de l ad l ine  f o r  r e q u e s t i n g  b i l l  d r a f t i n g .  The a g e n c i e s  can r e l y  
on t h e  committees t o  g e t  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t i o n  in t roduced .  

I A motion w a s  made by Sena to r  Blaylcck t h a t  a Senate J o i n t  
Reso lu t ion  be drawn up a long  t h e  l i n e s  w e  have d i s c u s s e d  and 
brought  back t o  t h e  Rules C o m i t t e e .  Motion c a r r i e d .  

RECONSIDERATION OF H . B .  8 3 7  ( i n t roduced  by Faqg, G e r k e ,  e t  al). 
T h i s  b i l l  h a s  t o  do w i t h  committee r e s t r u c t u r i n g  and w a s  hea rd  i n  
t h e  Rules  Committee March 8 t h ,  b u t  postponed t a k i n g  any a c t i o n  
t o  a f f o r d  more t ime f o r  s tudy .  I t  was t h e  consensus  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  * 

has  m e r i t ,  b u t  should be  s t u d i e d  more, perhaps  i n  t h e  nex t  s e s s i o n  
of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Sena to r  Kols tad  moved t h a t  H . 2 .  837 be n o t  concur red  i n .  
Mation c a r r i e d .  



Minutes o f  Meeting 
Rules  

A p r i l  4 ,  1 9 7 9  
Page 2 

Approval was g iven  t o  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Sena te ,  Dennis 
Casey,  t o  send S,B. 3 2 1  t o  t h e  House s o  t h a t  t hey  might  have 
t h e  o p t i o n  of moving t o  o v e r r i d e  t h e  Governor ' s  v e t o .  

The probiem r e l a t i n g  t o  some abuse of p r i n t i n g  r e q u e s t s  
w a s  d i s c u s s e d  and i t  was decided t h a t  approva l  would have t o  
be  g iven  by Sena to r  Mathers o r  Sena to r  Stephens .  

The meeting ad journed  a t  2:40 p,m. 

S tan  S tephens ,  Chairman 
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PXESIDE3T MR. .............................................................. 

RULES ...................................................................................................................................................... We, your committee on 

337 having had under consideration .............................. Eog.s.6 ...................................................................... Bill No .................. 

UOUSE ...*...* Respectfully report as follows: That ,, .....................................-.....................-.. - ............ -..-.: ................. ". Bill  NO..-.!?.$.^ 
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