
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
RULES 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

A p r i l  2 ,  1979 

The m e e t i n g  of  t h e  S e n a t e  R u l e s  C o r n i t t e e  was c a l l e d  t o  
o r d e r  by Chairman S t e p h e n s  a t  2:50 p.m. on t h e  above d a t e  i n  
Room 331 of  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  

ROLL CALL: A l l  members were p r e s e n t  w i t h  no e x c e p t i o n s .  

CONSIDERATION OF A SUBSTITUTE MOTION BY SENATOR FASBENDER 
THAT SENATOR ROSKIE'S MOTION FOR AN OVERRIDE O F  THE GOVERLJOR'S 
VETO SHOULD HAVE BEEN MADE ON THE DAY THE GOVERNOR'S LETTER 
WAS READ; AND, I F  PAIR VOTING WOULD EE ALLOFED. 

The S e n a t e  s t o o d  i n  recess f o r  t h e  R u l e s  Committee t o  meet 
and c o n s i d e r  t h e  above q u e s t i o n s .  

R e f e r e n c e  was made t o  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  r u l e s  i n  b o t h  
Mason's  and R u l e s  o f  t h e  4 6 t h  L e g i s l a t u r e  on whe the r  a n  e x c u s e d  
member p a i r e d  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  v o t i n g .  
The r u l e s  imply ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  s p e l l e d  o u t ,  and t h i s  would be 
someth ing  f o r  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n  of t h e  j o i n t  r u l e s  t o  c l a r i f y .  
I t  was t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  S e n a t o r  Mathers  t h a t  making it s i m p l e r  
t o  o v e r r i d e  a v e t o  was what  t h e y  had i n  mind. 

S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  moved t h a t  w e  f o l l o w  t h e  s t r ic t  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r u l e s  and o n l y  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  chamber 
can  v o t e  on  t h e  v e t o  o v e r r i d e .  S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n  s a i d  h e  d i d  
n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t  k i n d  o f  t h i n k i n g  because  h e  feels  t h e  p e o p l e  
e l e c t e d  him t o  be a b l e  t o  e x e r c i s e  h i s  v o t e  whe the r  he  had t o  
be  excused  f o r  i l l n e s s  o r  n o t .  S e n a t o r  B lay lock  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  
on page  4 0  of t h e  r u l e s  i t  s t a t e s  t h a t  no b i l l  shall become a l a w  
e x c e p t  by a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e .  

S e n a t o r  K o l s t a d  made a s u b s t i t u t e  mot ion  t h a t  p a i r s  w i l l  b e  
a l l o w e d  on  any v e t o  message .  Motion c a r r i e d  on a r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  
of  8 to  2 ,  t h e  two n a y s  b e i n g  S e n a t o r s  Haze lbaker  and J e r g e s o n .  

The Rules  Committee d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  a  G o v e r n o r ' s  v e t o  
message c a n  be  c o n s i d e r e d  a t  any t i m e .  

The m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  3:10 p.m. 

s t a n  s tephen; ,  Chairman 
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