
MINUTES OF THE LWET12JG 
RULES 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 21,  1979 

The m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  Rules  Committee was c a i l e d  t o  
o r d e r  by Chairman S t e p h e n s  a t  11:30 a.m. on tile above  d a t e  i n  
Room 331  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  

ROLL CALL: A l l  members were p r e s e n t ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  
o f  S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n .  

RECONSIDERATION OF H.B. 237: Chairman S t e p h e n s  e x p l a i n e d  
t h e  ar~endment  p r e p a r e d  by John Larson  a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  R u l e s  Committee h e a r i n g  on t h e  b i l l .  The mendment  
m e r e l y  changes  t h e  way t h e  i n t e r i m  j o i n t  s u b c o m q i t t e e s  a r e  
a p p o i n t e d  which s a t i s f i e s  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  r a i s e d  by S e n a t o r  B l a y l o c k .  

S e n a t o r  Turnage  moved t h a t  t h e  b i l l  b e  approved  a s  amended 
and a s  s o  amended, be c o n c u r r e d  i n .  Motion c a r r i e d .  

RECONSIDERATION OF S . B .  70: T h i s  i s  t h e  housemovers '  b i l l  
and t h e  problem i s  t h a t  it d o e s  n o t  have  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  i n t e n t  
a t t a c h e d  t o  i t  which i s  r e q u i r e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  b i l l  h a s  new r u l e -  
making a u t h o r i t y .  To remedy t h i s  o v e r s i g h t  i t  was recommended 
t h a t  J o h n  Larson  t a k e  t h e  m a t t e r  up w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  s t a f f  and 
a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  he would be  a g r e e a b l e  t o  a t t a c h i n g  a n  amendatory  
v e t o ,  and  r e p o r t  h i s  f i n d i n g s  a t  t h e  n e x t  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g .  

CONSIDERATION O F  H.B.  900: T h i s  b i l l  was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
R u l e s  Committee b e c a u s e  it missed  t h e  t r a n s m i t t a l  d e a d l i n e  and it 
r e q u i r e s  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  t h e  r u l e s  t o  b e  a c c e p t e d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e .  
The b i l l  d e a l s  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  membership on t h e  O i l  and  Gas 
Commission from f i v e  t o  s e v e n ,  s p e c i f y i n g  t h a t  two members b e  from 
t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  and two s h a l l  be  landowners  r e s i d i n g  i n  o i l  and g a s  ' 

p r o d u c i n g  c o u n t i e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  b u t  n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  i n -  
d u s t r y .  S e n a t o r  Smi th  e x p l a i n e d  t h i s  a l l  s t a r t e d  b e c a s u e  o f  t h e  
2 1 / 2 S  s e v e r a n c e  r o y a l t y .  S e n a t o r  Mathers  s t a t e d  t h e  O i l  and Gas 
Commission i s  made up o f  landowners  now and h e  d o e s n ' t  f e e l  t h e y  
need two more members on t h a t  commission. S e n a t o r  S t e p h e n s  re- 
minded t h e  committee t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  whe the r  w e  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  
b i l l  i m p o r t a n t  enough t o  a l l o w  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  t h e  r u l e s  b e c a u s e  i t  
d o e s  n o t  f a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  d e a d l i n e .  D i s c u s s i o n  w a s  had  r e g a r d i n g  
why some o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  problems t h e  five-member c o m i s s i o n  i s  
hav ing  w i l l  be remedied  i f  t h e y  c a n  exempt f o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  from 
t h e  s t a t e  pay p l a n  s o  t h e y  can  h i r e  h i g h l y  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s .  
X e n t i o n  was made o f  H.B. 481 which i s  g o i n g  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  on 
t h e  f l o o r  which r e q u e s t s  t h a t  f o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  on  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  
O i l  and  Gas C o n s e r v a t i o n  Commission be  exempt f rom t h e  s t a t e  pay 
p l a n .  

i S e n a t o r  Smith moved t h a t  t h e  r u l e s  be suspended  t o  l e t  H.E.  900 
be i n t r o d u c e d .  On a  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e ,  t h e  mot ion  f a i l e d  w i t h  
S e n a t o r s  B l a y l o c k ,  G r a h ~ m ,  Haze lbaker ,  M a t h e r s ,  T u r n a g e ,  and 
S t e p h e n s  v o t i n g  n o ,  and S e n a t o r s  J e r g e s o n ,  K o l s t a d ,  and  Smith  v o t i n g  
y e s ,  and S e n a t o r  T h i e s s e n  a b s e n t .  
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The m e e t i n g  ad journed  a t  1 1 : 5 8  a . m .  

Stan S t e p h e n s ,  Chairman 
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P E s 1 D C : i T  MR. .............................................................. 

BuI&Zs . -  - .................. We, your committee on ,.... , .. ........................................................................................................-...-.-....... . .. I 

rIOUSE having had under consideration .................................................................................................................. 237 .................. 8ill No 

HOUSE 237 I Respectfully report as follows: That ...............~...................................................................................~ilI Nc ................... I 
\ 

third reading b i l l  be ars.er;ded as 5ol.lc~ss: 
( 

1. Pasr 1, l i n e  16. 
Following: ' subcm3t tees .  ' 1 
S t r i k e :  "r-dnder cf line 16 through "rccorz=ecdeE." Cn line 25 - 
I n s e r t :  "Joint silbco-ii9ttee nuzr,i~rs shall be zpp-ointed by the 1 I 

legislative coruncil. The c h a i r e n  of the appropriate standing I 
c o r d t t e e s  in ezch body shall recs~;-aenC S U ~ ~ C S ~ C ~  renhers to 
scrve G n  each subco~zI f t tce.  The legislative cc-mcil s h a i l  c o n s i d s  I 
the ~eco~~' ;~er ,dat ia~23,  but is not bozlrd thcrjby. tqo legislakar sha;ll 1 
scrve on R o s e  than 2 i n t e r im  joint subcolmittees. 

2 .  Pzrje 4 , l i n e  6 end 7 .  
Lcl011~ltli:?~j: "the* 

I 
S t r i k e :  "Speaker of t h e  house and co.mittee on caAmfttees of the Eerate' 
Insert: " C h z i = m  of t h e  appropriate stailding c o d t t e e s  in each MY* I 

S T R i E  P U B .  CO. 
Helena. M o n t .  

Chairman. 



3.  Pnsa 4, l h e  8. 
PcPlowics; "oclcctedw 
S t x i % e :  resalnder of l ine  8 +J71~011~k R ~ - k t e 9 d m  0% l h a  10 
Imext : " . Follcding recrsf pk oC t11e rocoizzzadaticns Ersn the stand- 

ing c o a t t e e  chaf~~"~p ,a ,  the  logisletiva c w c 8 1 "  

STA-rE PUB. CO. 
Helena .  Mont. 

...... ".". ...... "* ..................................................... 
S t e p n e , ~ ~  Chairman. 
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Etims ........................................................................................................................................................ We, your committee on 

U o & e  900 having hed under consideration .................................................................................................................. Bi l l  No. ................. 

....................................... 900 .................................................... Fiespec:fully report as follows: That 8 .  Bitt No ................... 

S T A T E  PVB. CG. 
t?et*:n6, Mont. 




