
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
LOCAL GOVENJMENT COMiiITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 2 1 ,  1979 

The meeting of t h e  Local  Government Conunittee was c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  by Chairman George McCallum on Wednesday, March 21, 
1 9 7 9  a t  1 2  noon i n  Room 4 0 5  of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing .  

ROLL CALL: A l l  members were p r e s e n t  wi th  t h e  excep t ions  
of S e n a t o r s  Lockrem and Rasmussen, who w e r e  excused. 

Dennis Taylor ,  s t a f f  r e s e a r c h e r  was a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

DISPOSITION O F  HOUSE 31LL 1 2 5 :  This  b i l l  i s  i n  r e g a r d s  
t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  Montana S t a t e - l o c a l  revenue s h a r i n g  program. 

Sena to r  Watt s t a t e d  he f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  should be 
moved t o  t h e  Taxat ion Committee. 

Sena to r  Thomas s t a t e d  t h a t  perhpas  it shold  be moved t o  
e i t h e r  Finance and Claims o r  Appropr ia t ions .  

I t  was dec ided  t o  move t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  Taxa t ion  Committee. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 2 4 4 :  Th is  b i l l  i s  i n  r e g a r d s  
t o  amending t h e  Montana Major F a c i l i t y  S i t i n g  A c t .  

A motion was made by Sena tor  Thomas t o  accep t  t h e  proposed 
amendments. (See a t t a c h e d  Committee Repor t . )  Motion c a r r i e d .  

A motion was made by Sena tor  O'Hara that House B i l l  2 4 4  
BE C0NCURRE.D IN, as amended. Motion c a r r i e d  wi th  a l l  v o t i n g  
"yes"  e x c e p t  Sena tor  S to ry  who vo ted  "no".  Sena to r  Conover 
w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  on t h e  f l o o r .  

D I S P O S I T I O N  O F  HOUSE B I L L  551: This  b i l l  p rov ides  a 
procedure  f o r  a l t e r a t i o n  of e x i s t i n g  forms o f  l o c a l  governments. 

A motion was made by Sena tor  S t o r y  t o  accept: t h e  proposed 
amendements of t he  Department of Community A f f a i r s .  Count ies  
have t o  use a p e t i t i o n ,  o therwise ,  t h i n g s  could  be r a i l r o a d e d  
through.  The p e t i t i o n  i s  a  way of p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  people .  

A motion was made by Sena tor  S t o r y  t o  amend t h e  b i l l  
t o  remove t h e  a r e a  d e a l i n g  wi th  a r e s o l u t i o n .  

A s u b s t i t u t e  motion was made by Sena tor  Watt t o  l e a v e  t h e  
a r e a  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a change by r e s o l u t i o n .  Motion f a i l e d .  (See 
a t tachment .  ) 

A v o t e  was taken  on Sena tor  S t o r y ' s  motion. The motion 
c a r r i e d .  (See at tachment .  ) 
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PAGE TWO 4 
A mot ion  was made by S e n a t o r  S t o r y  t o  amend t h e  b i l l  w i t h  

r e g a r d s  t o  c i t y - c o u n t y  c o n s o l i d a t i o n .  (See a t t a c h e d  Committee 
r e p o r t  8 3 . )  Motion was c a r r i e d  w i t h  everyone v o t i n g  "yes"  e x c e p t  
S e n a t o r  Rasmussen who a b s t a i n e d  and S e n a t o r  Lockrem who  v o t e d  
''no" . 

A motion was made by S e n a t o r  Watt  t h a t  House B i l l  851 
BE CONCURRED I N ,  a s  amended. 

S e n a t o r  O'Hara asked  i f  t h i s  b i l l  was r e a l l y  needed.  
David Hunte r ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  C i t y  of  Helena ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  a  
number o f  l o c a l  governments  want t o  p u t  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  form 
of  y o v e r n e n t  up t o  2 v o t e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  and t h i s  b i l l  would 
t a k e  c a r e  of  t h e  problem. 

S e n a t o r  McCallum s t a t e d  t h a t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
e v e r y  t e n  y e a r s  it must  be  v o t e d  on  f o r  an  a l t e r n a t e  form o f  
government .  T h i s  would a l l o w  c o u n t i e s  t o  i n i t i a t e  a change 
o f  government  w i t h o u t  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  t e n  y e a r s .  

S e n a t o r  Watt  s t a t e d  he f e e l s  t h a t  it i s  good for t h e  
p e o p l e  t o  have a  c h o i c e .  

S e n a t o r  P e t e r s o n  s t a t e d  he l i k e  t h e  i d e a  of h a v i n g  
t o  w a i t  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  

A v o t e  was . t a k e n  on S e n a t o r  W a t t ' s  motion t o  c o n c u r r  w i t h  
t h e  House on t h i s  b i l l .  Motion c a r r i e d .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE B I L L  365:  T h i s  b i l l  d e a l s  w i t h  
a n n e x a t i o n  and e l e c t i o n s .  

A motion was made by S e n a t o r  Thomas t h a t  House B i l l  
365 BE CONCURKED I N .  

A mot ion  was made by S e n a t o r  Lockrem t o  amend t h e  b i l l  
on page 1, l i n e s  1 4  and 2 4 ,  t o  change t h e  "more t h a n "  t o  "o r  
more". Motion c a r r i e d .  

A motion was made by S e n a t o r  Watt  t h a t  House S i l l  365  
BE CONCURRED I N ,  a s  amended. Motion c a r r i e d .  (See a t t a c h m e n t . )  

DISCUSSION ON HOUSE B I L L  3 6 6 :  T h i s  b i l l  i s  i n  r e g a r d s  
t o  s t r e a m l i n i n g  a n n e x a t i o n  methods. 

There  a r e  f o u r  d i s t i n c t  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  annexatLon.  T h i s  
b i l l  anends  t h e  Planned Couxmunity Developement A c t  of 1 9 7 4 .  
D i s c u s s i o n  was h e l d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  problem f a c i n g  M i s s o u l a  
c o n c e r n i n g  a n n e x a t i o n .  

I( 

A mot ion  was made by S e n a t o r  Watt  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  BE CONCURRED 
IN. 
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S e n a t o r  Lockrern s t a t e d  t h a t  he would l i k e  t o  t a k e  
o u t  S e c t i o n  2 of t h e  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem moved t o  s t r i k e  page 2 ,  l i n e s  14-24. H e  
t h e n  wi thdrew h i s  mot ion .  

A s u b s t i t u t e  mot ion  was made by S e n a t o r  Lockrem t o  p a s s  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and defer a c t i o n  on t h i s  b i l l  fo r  a day o r  two. 
Motion c a r r i e d .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE B I L L  801 :  T h i s  b i l l  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  
l i m i t  of i n d e b t e d n e s s  o r  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  a coun ty .  

A motion was made by S e n a t o r  Lockrem t h a t  t h e  b i l l  
BE NOT CONCURRED I N .  

T h i s  b i l l  make it s o  t h e  c o u n t i e s  c a n  spend more money 
w i t h o u t  a v o t e  of t h e  p e o p l e .  

A v o t e  was t a k e n  on S e n a t o r  Lockrem's mot ion .  Motion 
c a r r i e d  w i t h  all member v o t i n g  " y e s " ,  e x c e p t  S e n a t o r s  
Thomas and OtHara .  

DISCUSSION ON HOUSE BILL 382:  T h i s  b i l l  a l l o w s  p r i v a t e  
f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  companies t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  fire p r o t e c t i o n  
s e r v i c e s  t o  an a r e a  t h a t  h a s  been annexed o r  i n c o r p o r a t e d .  

* 

M r .  O I L e a r y ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  OIDonne l l  F i r e  S e r v i c e  o f  
B i l l i n g s ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  he opposed t h e  proposed amendements. They 
a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r y .  

Ray Blehm, r e p r e s t i n g  t h e  B i l l i n g s  F i r e  Department ,  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  main problem w i t h  t h e  b i l l  i s  t h e  o p t i o n  
t o  purchase t h e  equipment .  There i s  no way c i t i e s  c a n  buy 
o u t  t h e  b u s i n e s s e s .  H e  a sked  t h e  Committee t o  amend t h e  
b i l l  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  c i t i e s  would g e t  something i n  r e t u r n .  
There  i s  no way, a t  present: t o  f i n a n c e  t h e  s e r v i c e s .  M r .  B l e h m  
a s k e d  t h e  Committee t o  p u t  t h e  proposed amendments i n t o  t h e  
b i l l .  H e  t h e n  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  amendements. 

ADJOURN: The mee t ing  ad journed  a t  1:50. The next m e e t i n g  
w i l l  be  h e l d  on Thursday,  March 22,  a t  12  Noon t o  c o n s i d e r  
House B i l l s  859 and 81. 
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1 AME PRESENT ABSENT 

GEORGE MCCALLUM, CHAIRMAN V' 

LLOYD LOCKREN, V I C E  C H A I R U N  

- MAX CONOVER \ / 
b' , 

J E S S E  A.  O ' H A M  

BOB PETERSON I 
A -  T .  (TOM) RASMUSSEN 

PETE STORY --- 

BILL TIiOMAS 

ROBERT D .  WATT - 

EXCUSED 

Each  Day A t t a c h  to M i n u t e s .  

SENATE 



SENATE EHMITI'EE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Datz March 2 1  House Bill No. 851 T h e  1 2 : 3 5  

mt-m: A motion was made by Senator Watt that House Bill 851 

C W C E  Mr-1 

LLOYD LOCKFXM, VICE CHAIRMAN ,J'/ * 

MAX CONOVER ,'-/ 

be amended to leave the area dealing with a resolution in the 

JESSE A. O'HARA 

BOB PETERSON 

A. T .  (TOM) RASMUSSEN 

bill. Motion failed. 

L - 

I ,/ 
'5' 

(include enough infom-iation on mtion--put with yellox copy of 
amni t t ee  report.) 

PETE STORY 

BILL THOMAS 

ROBERT D. WATT L*- 

/ 

/ 



SmTE c c f 4 a m  LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

mtc March 2 1  House B i l l  No. 8 5 1  Tirre 1 2 ~ 4 0  

LLOYD L O C K K M ,  V I C E  CHAIRMAN 

YAX r 0 N C ) V E R  ‘5" 

J E S S E  A. O'HARA I /-. x$L :><-*L : ...-. -/ 

t 

PETE STORY 
1 I 

BOB PETERSON 

A. T.  (TOM) RASMUSSEN 

BILL THOMAS 
I 

C- 
1 

v 

- 

Wtion: A motion w a s  made bv Senator Story to amend t h e  b i l l  

t o  remove the area dealing with a resolution. Motion carried. 

ROBERT D. WATT 1 

(include enaqh information on mtian--put with yellog of 
cnmit+a report.) 

/.-- 

1 I 



SENATE CJXiGTTEE: LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

D a t c  - March 2 1  House B i l l  No. 365 T i n e  1:10 

LLOYD LOCKREM, V I C E  CHAIRMAN v" 
I 

MAX CONOVER I 
J E S S E  A .  O'HARA 

A. T .  (TOM) RASMUSSEN 1 ;,---- 
I 

r /  

BOB PETERSON 

B I L L  THOKAS 

,F?/<,<7,,,,c 

P E T E  STORY 

ROBERT D .  WATT 1 

*./Y 

c 

Mation: A notion was made by S e n a t o r  Watt that House Bill 

365  BE CONCURRED I N ,  as  amended.  Motion carried. 

(include enough infoxmation on rrustion--put with yell~w q y  of 
c a r m i t e  report.) 



President: ............................................................... M R 

Local G~verz~%2nt  We, your committee on ....................................................................................................................................................... 

Eouse having had under consideration .................................................................................................................. Bi l l  ~o.8.g.I ........ 

f-f- 1 ......... ..................................................................................................... Respectfully repart as follows: That Bi l l  N0.d.J , 

S T A T E  PUB. CO. 
Helena. M o n t .  



President : MA ............................................................... 

Local G t 7 v a r ~ x ~ z ~  L ................................................................................................................................................ We, your committee on ........ 

Gouso .................................................................................................................. having had under consideration Bi l l  No .... 244 ..... 

Ernst  (0 ' Usra) 

Respectfully report as follows: That ...................................... Sill No. 2.44= ....... 

~ l i s d  reading b i l l ,  be c&:2nCccl as fol i~' ,:3:  

1. Page 5 ,  l ina  14. 
Str ike :  lines 14 through 18 &n t h e i r  en t i r e ty  
&number: subseqaeat subsccticns 

2. Page 6, line 8. 
Following: *bea 
Insert: * f u n i n C c J  to the c~overciag bady of Each county in 

which aliy facility i nc luded  ia the plan tld~Ser (2) { a )  of 
this sactiail is propcaed to Be locatsrl a43" 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena. FAont. 

..................................................................................................... 
G;loscje l,'.cZal l=;n Chairman. 



President: MR ............................................................... 

Local Gcjt-er~zq-I  ........................................................... ........................................................................................ We, your committee on .o# 

t? 3 c  ......... having had under consideration .............................................................................................................. Bill No. 35.5 

EOUGC ' 6 5 ,  ............................................................................................................ Respecrfirlly report as fcllows: That Bill No. J .............. 

t h i r d  rcsdiag bill, be asn3cd as  f011m;s: 

2 .  Page 3,  line 15, 
o w  "508" 
Inse~t: Uor nore" 

3. Page I, l i n e  24. 
S-bkc: aE&3ZS TH>21a - -- __ -- 
4. Page I, line 25. 
Follovby: " 5 3 3 &  
Zasezt: B ~ z  morem 

SS A T E  PUB.  CO. 
H e l e n a ,  Mont. 

.. ................................... -. ...... L;esrye &;ccai Chairman. 



................................ ......................................................................... We, your committee on &.~1~r?tb...S:~~~:~~;il~:~~~.. 

having had under consideration .................................. H . ~ U $ @  .................................................................. Bil l  ~035.1 .......... 

S s i l k s r  (Watt) 

...................................................................................................... ....... Respectfully report as follows: That Bi l l  N~..$.sf.~ 
third rcadiag bi f l. (Cerrectcd Copy) , b-2 =:,ended as follows: 

1. Page 3, lins 8. 
Strike: ":" 

2 .  Page 3, line 3 .  
Fo l l~dBng:  l i n e  8 
Striker * (1) " 
Following: melectors" 
Str ike :  &zainder of lines 9 and 10 in their entirety 
Insert: '.* 

3, Page 3, 1 h a  24. 
Folladug: nalteration.o 
Inser t :  "whenever coilnty-nunici~al conloli6ation is proposed, 

tlie pctikion must ha signed by ct Lclst 153 of the clectora 
residbg within . tile mini-cipal i ty or zunicfgalfties prcposed 
to br consolidated and 15C of tkc alectors rcsldir,.~ in the 
rwa9nCcr of the county." 

X S G X r n  

STATE PUB. C O .  
Helena, Morit. 

(Crsatl.nu:ze' .. ................... ..................................................................... 
Chairman. 



Strike: lines 25 through 1Lr.a 5 wn Paga 4 la t h e i r  cnefrety 
Rau;aB=: Subseqacnt soctioal 

9. Pegs 5 ,  lL?e 3. 
Stri36a: "ox r~soiulian~ 

10. Pege 6, l i n e  5, 
Strikat "cr resolution" 

1 2 .  Page 7 #  line 3.4. 
Strike: "or ra=PiltiosD 

14. Page 8, l h s  24, 
Strike t mcr resolation" 

15. Pags 8, line 25.  
Striker '@ox a resolutionu 

16. Pase 9, line 2 .  
Striker rssolutfon" 

17. Page 9, I%Re 5 .  
S t r i k e :  "30  days of adoption of a meolu.tion and sP"khiam 

18. Bayo 9 ,  line 6 .  
Polkot-i;Lng : "of" 
Strike:  "a" 
Inaest : Or;:"zon 

S T A T E  PUB. CO. 
Helena. Mont. 



19. Pagc 3 ,  l k o  7. 
s w f i ~ i  "zmd T G S G ~ U ~ ~ C ~ ~  

20. Page 9, l h a  O m  
S t r l k c  : *ox r e s a l u t i ~ r ~ ~  

23. Paga 9, l h a  23. 
S"brike: "rssaluticn" 

23. Page 11, lhe 11, 
Strikes "or raao8utioam 

25. Pa9a 11, l i n e  18. 
FolBcwing: "byn 
StPPket *( '  
PoUwing: " p x ~ l e b  
Strike: xeziainder of l i n e s  1 E  and 3.9 i n  t h e i r  entirety 
Insert r '. * 

27- Pagc 1 4 ,  lkaa I$. 
Fsb&owing t " b o a  
Strike: "sdep";sd a new altez-nskfae 
f n s a t :  *voted upon C?@ qacstica of changirzg the4 

23. Pnye 14, line 1.6, 
P ~ L l ~ w $ l L i g  1 chazishg 
f nsert: "or a3ndfzg9 

33. Paga 34 ,  line 17. 
P9Llowfcg: *gcmmmmtn 
S t r e % :  *-until* 
X R S ~ E G :  "fOxa 
Pollowizg: "yeaxs" 
Strike: rtl&nCe:et cf l i n e s  17 through l h o  19 ia their o n t i r ~ e j  
b s ~ t :  "I" 

Sad, c o  so amar,ded, BE C O Z m F m D  124 
............ ...................... ..... .. .......... .. _._..._......., ......... ............ 

G ~ o s ~ ~ E  F E C ~ ~ ~ U  Chairman. 
Helena. Mont. 




