MINUTES OF THE MEETING : '
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE SENATE

MARCH 17, 1979

The meeting of the Local Government Committee was called to
order by Chairman McCallum on March 17, 1979, at 12:30 in Room 108
of the State Capitol Building.

ROLL CALL: All members were present with the exceptioﬁ of
Senators Story and Watt who were both excused.

Dennis Taylor, staff researcher, was also present.

Many visitors were in attendance. (See attachment.)
, CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 616: Representative Darryl Meyer
of District 42, chief sponsor of House Bill 616, gave & brief

resume. This bill is an act to require counties to submit pur-
chase and lease agreements to competitive bid.

Don Smith, IFG Leasing Company of Great Falls, stated his
support of this bill. He is in favor of legislation which would
recognize that counties, cities and school districts can acquire !
equipment through leasing transactions. Proposals allow long
term leases with lower rental payments. Leasing is a good alter-
native to buying.

Jim Hughes, representing Mountain Bell, stood in support of

the bill. Mr. Hughes stated that this bill allows for a tax op-
tion.

There were no opponents to the bill. Representative Meyer
closed by asking the Committee for a favorable report.

Chairman McCallum opened the meeting to a question and an-
swer period from the Committee. Discussion was held.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 801: Representative Darryl Meyer
of District 42, chief sponsor of HB 801, gave a brief resume.
This bill is an act to increase the limit of indebtedness or lia-~
bility for a county and to clarify the limit on lease obligations
of a county. This should have been included but there was a mix-
up.

Don Smith, representing IFG Leasing Company of Great Falls,
stated his support of the bill. Mr. Smith stated that Great Falls
is in favor of this bill. He offered an amendment for page 2,
line 1, subsection (b). ‘

Larry Hagbom, representing IFG Leasing Company of Great Falls,
stated his support of HB 801. Mr. Hagbom stated this would defi-
nitely help counties because of the high cost of equipment. A road
grader costs between 80 to 160 thousand. Most countias cannot af-
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ford to buy much equipment. This will make it so the commis-
sioners can go to $100,000.00 without going to the voters. Many
counties lease the equipment they need, especially unused years
like this with many snow removal problems.

There were no opponents to HB 801.

Representative Meyer made the closing remarks. He stated
that this is a much needed bill in view of the past two winters.

The meeting was opened to a question and answer period from
the Committee. Discussion was held.

DISCUSSION OF HOUSE BILL 751: Representative Burt Hurwitz
of District 45, sponsor of HB 751, gave a brief resume. This
bill is an act to permit election or appointment of city judges
in third class cities; removing the residence requirement for
such office.

4
Dan Mizner, stood in support of the bill. Mr. Mizner state
that at present j.p.'s cannot serve in the place of city judges ¢
if they live outside of the city limits. This bill would correct”
the problem.

There were no cpponents to the bill.

Chairman McCallum then opened the meeting to a question and
answer period from the Committee. Discussion was held.

Senator Conover stated this would help his town.

Representative Hurwitz thanked the Committee for their time,
and asked that they give this bill their utmost consideraticn.

CONSIDERATION OF HQUSE BILL 365: Representative Gerald
Kessler of District 66, chief sponsor of HB 365, gave a brief
resume. This bill is an act to streamline annexation by peti-
tion by eliminating the election in certain circumstances, to
extend the proceeding to all municipalities. Representative
Kessler stated that this act would streamline annexation pro-
cesses. In order to annex a petition must be signed by 51% of.
the resident freeholders of the area to be annexed.

Dan Mizner, of the League of Cities and Towns, stood in sup-
port of the bill. He stated that many towns have done this al-
ready.

Eva Spaulding, of the League of Women Voters, stood in sup-
port of the bill.

Mr. R. E. Ellis, of the Montana Volunteer Fireman's Assccia-
tion, stood in support of the bill.

Art Korn and Dave Fischer, of the Montana State Volunteer
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Fire Association, stated their support of the bill.

There were no opponents to the bill. Representative Kessler
made the closing remarks. He stated that this bill would allow
for orderly growth and that is very necessary.

The meeting was opened to a question and answer period from
the Ccmmittee. Discussion was held.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 366: Representative Gerald
Kessler of District 66, chief sponsor of HB 366, gave a brief
resume. This bill is an act to streamline the various methods
of annexation; establishing that each annexation method is sepa-
rate and distinct. Representative Kessler stated that there are
five methods of annexation. This bill makes each of the proce-
dures operate independently of one another. Some statutes are in
conflict with one another. This would clear up the procedures.

Mae Nan Ellingson, representing the City of Missoula, stood
in support of the bill. She stated that the Planned Community
Development Act came about in 1974. Most of the annexed Missoula
area 1is being done by the individual property owner on an indivi-
dual basis. House Bill 366 would clarify and make each method cf
annexation separate and would make the rural fire district exclu-
sion only applicable on the one method of annexation.

Dan Mizner, of the League c¢f Cities and Towns, stated his
support of the bill. He stated that House Bill 365 and 366 are
both needed together.

Eva Spaulding, representing the League of Women Voters,
stated her support of HB 366.

Dave Fischer and Art Korn, of the Montana State Volunteer
Firemen's Association, both stood in support of the bill.

There were no opponents present.

The meeting was opened to a question and answer period from
the Committee. Discussion was held.

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 687: This bill is in recard to

the countv contribution for a veteran's aravestone from $20 to
$30.

A motion was made by Senator Thomas that House Bill 687 "BRE
CONCURRED IN". Motion carried unanimously.

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 442: This bill is in regard to
increasing the maximum salaries of district court reporters.

Senator O'Hara suggested that perhaps this bill could be

amended instead of passing it out of Committee in the situation
it is in right now.
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A motion was made by Senator O'Hara that HB 442 be amended
to have a maximum salary of $18,000. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Senator O'Hara that HB 442 "BE CON-
CURRED IN, as amended". Motion carried with everyone voting
"yes", except Senator Lockrem who voted "no".

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 751: This bill is in regard to
permitting election or appointment of city judges in third class
cities.

A motion was made by Senator Rasmussen that HB 751 "BE CON-
CURRED IN". Motion carried.

After some discussion, a motion was made by Senator Rasmus-—
sen that the Committee reconsider their actions on HB 751. Mo-
tion carried.

A motion was made by Senator Rasmussen that the bill be
amended on page 3. Strike lines thirteen through eighteen in
their entirety. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Senator Rasmussen that HB 751 "“BE CON-
CURRED IN, as amended". Motion carried.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 808: This bill allows cities
other than those of first or second class to elect to terminate .
P.E.R.S. coverage for their police officers and to join the muni-
cipal police officers' retirement system.

Senator Thomas made a motion to accept the proposed amend-
ments which would change the date from January to July through—
out the bill. Motion carried.

Mr. Dan Mizner was asked some questions from the Committee.
He stated that he did not like to answer without the chief spon-

sor of the bill present, however, he would answer, but not volun-
teer information.

Mr. Mizner stated this bill would allow third class cities
to come under municipal police system. This will affect only
Libby and Whitefish at the present time.

Senator Thomas stated that this will cost the cities money.
A motion was made by Senator Rasmussen that HB 808 "BE NOT
CONCURRED IN, as amended". Motion carried with everyone voting

"ves" except Senator Peterson who abstained. Motion carried.

DISPOSITION OF HQUSE BILL 616: This bill requires counties
to submit purchase and lease agreements to competitive bid.

Senator Lockrem stated that he did not feel this bill is
fair to the taxpayers.
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A motion was made by Senator Rasmussen that the amendments ‘
proposed by Mountain Bell be accepted. Motion carried with every-
one voting "yes" except Senator Lockrem who voted "no".

A motion was made by Senator Lockrem that HB €16 "BE CON-
CURRED IN, as amended®. Motion carried.

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 84: This bill prescribes the
duties of Clerk and Recorders and city attorneys with regard to
subdivision filing requirements.

A motion was made by Senator Rasmussen that HB 84 "BE CON-
CURRED IN". Motion carried. (See attachment.)

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 80l: A motion was made by Sena-
tor Lockrem that House Bill 801 "BE NOT CONCURRED IN". Motion
failed on a tie wvote.

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 616: A motion was made by Sena-
tor Rasmussen that the Committee reconsider their actions on HE 616.
Motion carried.

A motion was made by Senator Rasmussen to amend HB 616 on

page 8, line 23; change the "3" to "7" regarding school bus con-
tract bids. ‘

A substitute motion was made by Senator Lockrem to amend
the bill to read three (3) years throughout. Motion carried with
all present voting"yes" except Senators Conover and O'Hara.

A motion was made by Senator Lockrem that HB 616 BE CON-
CURRED IN, as amended". Motion carried.

ADJOURN: With no further business, the meeting was ad-
journed at 2:50. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March
20th, at 12:00 noon to consider House Bills 81, 851, 682, 244,
125, and 879.

/ ]

CHAIRMAN , Benator George McCallum
7
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ROLL CALL

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMI'M'EE

46th LEGISLATIVE SESSION - 19879

NAME PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED
GEORGE MCCALLUM, CHAIRMAN V{
LLOYD LOCKREN, VICE CHAIRMAN J/
/
MAX CONOVER V
JESSE A. O'HARA v
BOB_PETERSON W
A. T. (TOM) RASMUSSEN U
PETE STORY i
BILL THOMAS J/
ROBERT D. WATT -

Each Day Attach to Minutes.

SENATE




SENATE COMMITTEE

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

v
Date March 17 House Bill No.__ g4 Time '
NAME YES NO
GEQRGE _MCCALLIIM, CHAIRMAN L~
LLOYD LOCKREM, VICE CHAIRMAN v
MAX CONOVER o
JESSE _A. O'HARA -
BOB PETERSON e
A. T. (TOM) RASMUSSEN e
PETE STORY A, -
BILL THOMAS /
o ROBERT D. WATT Nl o
A
/%/ ZAS” qz WRIRY, /Jf/é?(?f %,44;///44
Secretary - 7 Chaim/aﬁf
Motion: A motion was made by Senator Rasmussen that House
Bill 84 BE CONCURRED IN. Motion carried.
(include enough information on motion—-put with yellow copy of
camittee report.)
-

-16-



SENATE CQMMITTEE LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Date March 17 Hcuse Bill No. 801 Time

NAME YES NO
CEORGE MCCALLIM, CHAIRMAN g
LLOYD LOCKREM, VICE CHAIRMAN L
MAX_CONOVER L

JESSE A. O'HARA

BOB_PETERSON PPN
A. T. (TOM) RASMUSSEN -
PETE_STORY )

BILL THOMAS

ROBERT D. WATT

e

W ,///’,’,/:/f,g, ,,/\; D i Al / L 2 //;i/z éj// 4/5 ';,
Secretary * 7 Chairmary X =
1. i/

Motion: A motion was made by Senator Lockrem that House Bill

801 BE NOT CONCURRED IN. Motion tied.

(include enough information on motion——put with yellow copy of
camittee report.)

-16~
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MR. ..coverenn Presidents ...
We, YOUr COMMITIEE ON ..uivereieeeeeeeeereseeineesaensnenescseens 10cal Gavernment e,
having had under CONSIAEration ........cccocvevvcueerinrererniscuneeenenes BOUSS . e, Bill No.B27.........
Brand {Theomas)

o) ¢

Respectfully report as follows: That......ceinniiiec e House o, Bilt ;«40587

7
woese® Y pE CONCURRED I ‘

-~
A

STATE PUB. CO.
Hetena, Mont,
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................................... Harsh . 17....19.75...
V- Presidsnt: ..
We, your COMMITIEE ON ...vvveieeereereereveresesn. LOCAL GOV RTImEIE e e
having had under consideration ..........ovevirsereneenna. B B et Biti No..616.......
Meyer {Lockren)
Respectfully report as follows: That....cceoviveniireercninens HOUSO ettt Bill No..§1& .......

third reading bill, be amended as followa:

1. Page 2, lines 15.

Following. *bidder®

Insert "except that contracta entered inte with public
utilitias are exeapt from this part 1£ the contract is
for gosds or services whose prices arce requlated by the
Public Service Commission or other governizental autaority.

2. Page 2, line 24.
FPollowing: "than®
Strike: 77

Insert: "3°

3. Page 4, line 6.
Follcowing: “bids®
Insert: “exczpt that goods or scrvices purchased or lsass
from public utilities are exemt from this part if the prices
of the goods or services are zegul:tag by the Public obrq;cw
jolegetony Comnmission or cther govermnmental ac zo;ity.

h H

Chairman.
STATE PUB. CO. o
Helena, Mont,
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Sanate Local Governoont
Bouge 211l §i6 ‘
Pagc TwWO

4. Pags 5, line 2.
Following: line 1
Strike: °7"

Insert: 37

5. Page 5. line l2.
Following: “than”
Strike: *7°
Insexrt: “3°

€. Page 5, line 25.

Following: “year,” _

Strike: remainder of line 25 through line 6 on page 6 in
thelr entirety.

7. Page 7, lina 12.

Following: "bias”®

Ingsert: “and except that purchases or lsases from a public
utility are exenpt from the competitive bidding requiremant
if the prices of the geocds or services are regulated by

tae Public Service Commisslion or other covernmental
suthority.” ‘
24D, 2s so amended, BE COXCURRED I ‘
VA
i
STATE PUB. CO. Gzorge HcCallum Chairmaﬂ-v

Helena, Nont,



LY S President: ...
We, YOUF COMMITIER ON ..uoeviriveeeeeieeieieniienereserens Local GoVenmeni
having had under CoNSideration ..o viecisecnsieniieescres e HORSG . i Bili No. 84.......
Lory (Rasmussen)
Respectfully report as folows: That...eveeererreeererereeeriereneenenn. ECUSE . ., Bill No. B4,
LEEARE BE CONCURRED Id
g7
¢,
......................................................................... G

STATE PUB. CO.
Helena, Mont,

Georgz McCallum
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VR President: .
We, your COmmitiee 0N ...ccvcicveceeenennanennn. LOC&LGOVGInment .............................................................................
having had under consideration ........ecvieceersnsnenee HOUSE e Bill No.dD8........
Baeth (Rasmusszan)
|
Respectfully report as follows: Thatu i ivecnecencinncnccenn, BOUER. e Bili NoB08,........

third reading bill, be amended as follcows:

l. Page 6, line 18.

Pollecwing: "eca”
Strike: "Jzavary”

insert: “July”

2. Page 7, line 1.
Following: “on”
Strike: "January”
Ingert: “July*®

3. Page 7, line 5.
Pollowing: "on"
Strike: “January”
Ingert: “Jduly

4. Page 7, line 18.
Following: “en”
LH¥¥A%  8Btrike: "Japuary”®
Ingert: “July" . i

And, As so azmended, BE NOT COHCURRED T3

2 OO sesesaeraeiieens
STATE PUB. CO ﬁ{(, Ceorge MeCallum Chairman.

Heilena, Mont,
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MR Presddents
We, your committee on EQC&IGQ’J&.,.Mlﬁnt ....................................................
having had under consideration .. HOUSC o, Bill No.?..s..]: .........
Hurwits (Rasmussen)
Respectfully report as follows: That ..t I.’ouse .......................................... Bill No751’ .......

third reading bill, be anended as fcllowsi.

1. Page 3, line 13.
Fellowing: line lz
Strikes linez 13 through 18 in their entirety

AEERESY 2D, as so armeadad, BE COICURRED Il
1

76

STATE PUB. CO. George HeCallum Chairman.
Heiena, Mont, .
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MR, weorereeree Président:
¥
':' TInE A
We, yOur COMMITIEE ON .ucvieerreeriiceirinie s iccerassansessnans] Lg C&le}Vemman_ ......................................................
having had under consideration hﬁdﬁe ............................................. Bill No.....442
3
3
Mayer {(O'Eara)
i
|
. i .
Respectfully report as follows: That......ccccceveeeveescennvenenee HOUBL2 e Bill NoA42, ...

tbhird reading kill be amended as follows:

l. Pﬁge i, lipe 13.
Following: line l12.
Strike: £22,000
Insert: $13,0060

g

/ ,C‘;
{ £,
JH>EASEL  AHD, as s0 amended, BZ COUCURRLED Id

......................... G&.Orga.n
STATE PUB. CO.
Helena, Mont.

O Y
"l N

ailum

Chairman.
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HB 34
(Third reading copy)

AMENOMENTS

1. page 2.
Following: Tine 17.

Insert: "(3) A copy of the notice shall be mailed by first
class mail, on the day the notice is first published,
to all transportation and railroad firms or corporations
having real property within the proposed district 1isted
upon the last completed assessment list for county taxes."
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HB
Representative Baeth

1. Page 6, line 138.
Following: “on"
Strike: "JanGErY"
Insert: "July"

2. Page 7, line 1.
Following: "on"
Strike: "January"

Insert: "July"

3. Page 7, line 5.

Following: "on"
Strike: "January"
Insert: "July

4., Page 7, line 18.
Following: "on"
Strike: "January"
Insert: "July"
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(b) A county may

PROPQOSED AMPNDMEYT
HOUST BILL HNC. 801,

Page 2, Line 1

enter into a lease agreement, which

may contain a provision

for cancellation at the end of each

annually renewable term

if sufficient funds are not appropriated

for rental payvments for

the next fiscal year, provided rental

payments under such a lease agreement are not in excess of

$100,000 for a l-vear period."
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