
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COKYITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

' The meeting of the Local Government Committee was called to 
order by Chairman McCaflwn on March 17, 1979, at 12:30 in Room 108 
of the State Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present with the exception of 
Senators Story and Watt who were both excused. 

Dennis Taylor, staff researcher, was also present. 

Many visitors were in attendance. (See attachment.) 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 616: Representative Darryl Meyer 
of District 42, chief sponsor of House Bill 616, gave a brief 
resume. This bill is an act to require counties to submit pur- 
chase and lease agreements to competitive bid. 

. Don Smith, IFG Leasing Company of Greac Falls, stated his 
support of this bill. He is in favor of legislation which would 
recognize that counties, cities and school districts can acquire 
equipment through leasing transactions. Proposals allow long 
tern leases with lower rental payments. Leasing is a good alter- 
native to buying. 

Jim Hughes, representing Mountain Bell, stood in support of 
the bill. Mr. Hughes stated that this bill allows for a tax op- 
tion. 

There were no opponents to the bill. Representative Meyer 
closed by asking the Committee for a favorable report. 

Chairman McCallum opened the meeting to a question and an- 
swer period from the Committee. Discussion was held. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 801: Representative Darryl Meyer 
of District 42, chief sponsor of HB 801, qave a brief restme. - 
This bill is an act to increase the limit of indebtedness or lia- 
bility for a county and to clarify the limit on lease obligations 
of a county. This should have been included but there was a mix- 
UP - 

Don Smith, representing IFG Leasing Company of Great Falls, 
stated his support of the bill. Mr. Smith stated that Great Falls 
is in favor of this bill. He offered an amendment for page 2, 
line 1, subsection (b) . 

Larry Hagbom, representing IFG Leasing Company of Great Falls, 
stated his support of HB 801. Mr. Hagbom stated this would defi- 
nitely help counties because of the high cost of equipxent. A road 
grader costs between 80 to 160 thousand. Flost counties cannot a=- 
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ford to buy much equipment. This will make it so the comris- 
sioners can go to $100,000.00 without going to the voters. Many 
counties lease the equipment they need, especially unused years 
like this with many snow removal problems. 

There were no opponents to HB 801. 

Representative Meyer made the closing remarks. He stated 
that this is a much needed bill in view of the past two winters, 

The meeting was opened to a question and answer period from 
the Committee.  isc cuss ion was held. 

DISCUSSION OF HOUSE BILL 751: Representative Burt Hurwitz 
of District 45, sponsor of HE 751, gave a brief resume. This 
bill is an act to permit election or appointment of city judges 
in third class cities; removing the residence requirement foi- 
such office. 

k 
Dan Mizner, stood in support of the bill. Mr. Mizner statelf 

that at present j.p.'s cannot serve in the place of city judges i 
if they live outside of the city limits. This bill would correct- 
the problem. 

There were no cpponents to the bill. 

Chairman McCallum then opened the meeting to a question and 
answer period from the Committee. Discussion was held. 

Senator Conover stated this would help his town. 

Representative Hurwitz thanked the Co~mittee for their time, 
and asked that they give this bill their utmost consideration. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE EILL 365: Representative Gerald 
KessEer of District 66, c h i e f  sponsor of HB 365, gave a brief  
resume. This bill is an act to streamline annexation by peti- 
tion by eliminating the election in certain circumstances, to 
extend the proceeding to all municipalities. Representative 
Kessler stated that this act would streamline annexation pro- 
cesses. In order to annex a petition must be signed by 51% of 
the resident freeholders of the area to be annexed. 

Dan 14izner, of the League of Cities and Towns, stood in sup- 
port of the bill. He stated that many towns h a w  done this al- 
rea.dy . 

Eva Spaulding, of the League of Women Voters, stood in sup- 
port of the bill. 

Mr. R. E. Ellis, of the Montana Volunteer Fireman's Associa- 
tion, stood in support of the bill. 

Art Korn and Dave Fischer, of the Montana State Volunteer 
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F i r e  ~ s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

There  were no opponen t s  t o  t h e  b i l l .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Kessler 
made t h e  c l o s i n g  remarks .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would a l l o w  
f o r  o r d e r l y  growth and t h a t  i s  v e r y  necessa . ry .  

The meet ing  was opened t o  a  q u e s t i o n  and answer p e r i o d  f rom 
t h e  Committee. D i s c u s s i o n  was h e l d .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 366 :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e r a l d  
Kessler o f  Dis t r i c t  6 6 ,  c h i e f  sponsor  of  HB 366 ,  s a v e  a brief 
resume.  T h i s  b i l l  i s  an  a c t  t o - s t r e a m l i n e  t h e  v a i i o u s  methods 
of  a n n e x a t i o n ;  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h a t  e a c h  a n n e x a t i o n  method i s  sepa-  
r a t e  and d i s t i n c t .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Kessler s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  are  
f i v e  methods of  a n n e x a t i o n .  T h i s  b i l l  makes e a c h  o f  t h e  p roce -  
d u r e s  o p e r a t e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  one a n o t h e r .  Some statutes a r e  i n  
c o n f l i c t  w i t h  one a n o t h e r .  T h i s  would c l e a r  up t h e  p r o c e d u r e s .  

Mae Nan E l l i n g s o n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  City of M i s s o u l a ,  s t o o d  
i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  b i l l .  She s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Planned Comi-unity 

i Development A c t  came a b o u t  i n  1 9 7 4 .  Most o f  t h e  annexed M i s s o u l a  
, 

a r e a  i s  b e i n g  done by t h e  ind iv idua l .  p r o p e r t y  owner on an i n d i v k -  
?, d u a l  b a s i s .  House B i l l  366  would c l a r i f y  and make e a c h  method cf 

a n n e x a t i o n  s e p a r a t e  and  would make t h e  r u r a l  f i r e  d i s t r i c t  e x c l u -  
s i o n  o n l y  a p p l i c a b l e  on t h e  one method o f  a n n e x a t i o n .  

Dan Mizner ,  o f  t h e  League of C i t i e s  and Towns, stated h i s  
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i i i .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  House B i l l  365 and 366  a r e  
b o t h  needed t o g e t h e r .  

Eva S p a u l d i n g ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  League of  Women V o t e r s ,  
s t a t e d  h e r  s u p p o r t  of HE3 3 6 6 .  

Dave F i s c h e r  and A r t  Korn, of  t h e  Montana S t a t e  V o l u n t e e r  
F i r e m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  b o t h  s t o o d  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  b i l l .  

T h e r e  were no  opponen t s  p r e s e n t .  

The m e e t i n g  w a s  opened t o  a  q u e s t i o n  and answer  p e r i o d  f r o m  
t h e  Committee. D i s c u s s i o n  was held. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE B I L L  687: T h i s  b i l l  is  i n  r e a a r d  t o  
t h e  c o u n t v  c o n t r i b u t i o n  f o r  a  v e t e r a n ' s  a r a v e s t o n e  from $ 2 0  t o  

A mot ion  was made by S e n a t o r  Thornas t h a t  House B i l l  687 "BE 
CONCURRED I N " .  Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 442:   his b i l l  i s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  maximum s a l a r i e s  o f  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r s .  

S e n a t o r  O'Hara s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  p e r h a p s  t h i s  b i l l  c o u l d  b e  
amended i n s t e a d  of p a s s i n g  it o u t  o f  commit tee  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
i t  i s  i n  r i g h t  now. 
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A m o t i o n  was made by  S e n a t o r  O 'Hara  t h a t  119 4 4 2  b e  amen6cd 
t o  h a v e  a maximum s a l a r y  s f  $18 ,000 .  Motion c a r r i e d .  

A m o t i o n  w a s  made by S e n a t o r  O'Hara t h a t  RB 4 4 2  "BE CON- 
CURRED I N ,  a s  amended".  Mot ion  c a r r i e d  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  v o t i n g  
" y e s " ,  e x c e p t  S e n a t o r  Lockrem who v o t e d  "no" .  

DISPOSITION O F  HOUSE BILL 751: T h i s  b i l l  i s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  
p e r m i t t i n g  e l e c t i o n  o r  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  c i t y  j u d g e s  i n  t h i r d  c l a s s  
c i t i e s .  

A m o t i o n  was made by  S e n a t o r  Rasmussen t h a t  HB 7 5 1  "BE CON- 
CURRED I N " .  Mot ion  c a r r i e d .  

A f t e r  s o m e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  a  mo t ion  was made by S e n a t o r  R ~ s ~ J s -  
s e n  t h a t  t h e  Commit tee  r e c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  on HB 751 .  Mo- 
t i o n  c a r r i e d .  

A m o t i o n  w a s  made by  S e n a t o r  Rasmussen t h a t  t h e  bill be 
amended on  p a g e  3 .  S t r i k e  l i n e s  t h i r t e e n  t h r o u g h  e i g h t e e n  i n  
t h e i r  e n t i r e t y .  Mot ion  c a r r i e d .  

A m o t i o n  was made by S e n a t o r  Rasmussen t h a t  HB 7 5 1  "BE CON- 
CURRED I N ,  a s  amended".  Motion c a r r i e d .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 808 :  T h i s  b i l l  a l l o w s  c i t i e s  
o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  f i r s t  o r  s e c o n d  c lass  t o  e lec t  t o  t e r m i n a t e  
P.E.R.S. c o v e r a g e  f o r  t h e i r  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  t o  j o i n  t h e  muni- 
c i p a l  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s '  r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m .  

S e n a t o r  Thomas made a  m o t i o n  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  amend- 
m e n t s  wh ich  would change  t h e  d a t e  f rom J a n u a r y  t o  J u l y  t h r o u g h -  
o u t  t h e  b i l l .  Mot ion  c a r r i e d .  

M r .  Dan Mizne r  w a s  a s k e d  some q u e s t i o n s  f rom t h e  C o m m i t t e e .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  l i k e  t o  answer  w i t h o u t  t h e  c h i e f  spon-  
sor o f  t h e  b i l l  p r e s e n t ,  however ,  h e  wouid a n s w e r ,  b u t  n o t  v o l u n -  
t eer  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

M r .  Mizner  s t a t e d  t h i s  b i l l  would a l l o w  t h i r d  class c i t i e s  
t o  come u n d e r  m u n i c i p a l  p o l i c e  s y s t e m .  T h i s  w i l l  a f f e c t  o n l y  
L i b b y  a n d  W h i t e f i s h  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  

S e n a t o r  Thomas s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  c o s t  t h e  c i t i e s  money. 

A m o t i o n  was made by  S e n a t o r  Rasmussen t h a t  HB 8 0 8  "BE NOT 
CONCURRED I N ,  a s  amended".  Motion c a r r i e d  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  v o t i n g  
" y e s "  e x c e p t  S e n a t o r  P e t e r s o n  who a b s t a i n e d .  Mot ion  c a r r i e d .  

DISPOSITION O F  HOUSE BILL 6 1 6 :  T h i s  b i l l  r e q u i r e s  c o u n t i e s  
t o  s u b m i t  p u r c h a s e  a n d  l e a s e  a g r e e m e n t s  t o  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  fee l  t h i s  b i l l  i s  
f a i r  t o  t h e  t a x p a y e r s .  
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A motion was made by Senator Rasmussen that the amendments 
proposed by ~ountain Bell be accepted. Motion carried with every- 
one voting "yes" except Senator Lockrem who voted "no". 

A motion was made by Senator Lockrem that HB 616 "BE CON- 
CURRED IN, as amended". Motion carried. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 84: This bill prescribes the 
duties of Clerk and Recorders and city attorneys with regard to 
subdivision filing requirements. 

A motion was made by Senator Rasmussen that EB 84 "BE CGN- 
CURRED IN". Motion carried. (See attachment. ) 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 801: A motion was made by Sena- 
tor Lockrem that House Bill 801 "BE NOT CONCURRED IN". Motion 
failed on a tie vote. 

DISPOSITIJN OF HOUSE BILL 616: A motion was made by Sena- 
tor Rasmussen that the Committee reconsider their actions on HE 616. 
Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Senator Rasmussen to amend HE3 616 on 
page 8, line 23; change the "3" to "7" regarding school bus con- 
tract bids. 

A substitute motion was made by Senator Lockrem to amend 
the bill to read three (3) years throughout. Motion carried with 
all present voting"yesW except Senators Conover and O'Hara. 

A motion was made by Senator Lockrem that HB 616 BE CON- 
CURRED IN, as amended". Motion carried. 

ADJOURN: With no further business, the meeting was ad- 
journed at 2:50. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 
20th, at 12:00 noon to consider House Bills 81, 851, 682, 244, 
125, and 879. 
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........................ MR. ........................ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ . ~  

.............................................................. We, your committee on ............................................ &~.CZ~~..SQP~.XIXE:~~"~ 

................................................... ...*.as.. having had under consideration ............................................... 2 Eill ~ ~ . 6 2 . 7  

Ersnd (Tho~as) 

li0i;sc .......... Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill ~0.567 

S T A T E  PUB. CO 
Helena. Mont. 

G;j ......;.,.... ............... ................................................. l i c ~ ~ ~ f - ~  Chairman. 
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.............................. w e ,  your committee on W R X . . . . G W G . ~ D ~ ~ ;  .............................................................................. 

.................................................................... ................................ having had under consideration &KWi.i: !3i l I No. . .6lb ....... 

PE~CI {LC?c:atl,lla) 

............................................................. ......-, ................................. Respectfully report as follows: That E!QUn Bill PJo..6Ji 

third reading bill, be ~ J e d  as f Q~~w"%I: 

1. Pag3 2 ,  l i n e  1 5 ,  
FollwFng: *bidderm 
I n s e r t :  'except t h a t  contrects cntcred into wit21 piiS1Fc 

u t i l i t i e s  are excnpt fms this part if the coctract is 
fox gssds or services whsse prices a r ~  regulated by the 
P u b l i c  Sorvice Cocnisoion or otiler gcverri2ntal a~thority.~ 

2. Page 2 ,  line 24. 
E'olLowbg : " thanw 
Strik2: =Trn 
Insert: "3T 

3. Bagc 4,  line 6. 
Following: "hlds" 
I n s e r t :  'axuzst that rjooJs or scrvices p,xc:i;~ad or l e s r d  

f+m publ ic  uCi&i t i e s  ~2x3 e x = s f + s =  t h i s  part iZ tho prices 
of the goads or oazviccs are ~ q a l ? i : f d  i) j~ $3, Public Szr-uic~ 

EEl:CXS Connission or cther gcnrernafotaL azthority. '  

S T A T E  PUB. CO. 
Helena. Mont, 



4. Page 5, 1Lis 2 .  
F011uw;Lr-~g: l i n a  l 
Stsfke: 'TR 
Q23extt T3" 

5 .  Pago !it l i n e  12, 
tZol1~~bg:  'thann 
Strike: 07R 
Inhjerto 

6- Pago 5, I L z ~  29. 
Fol l~dbng:  year. $s 

St r ike :  rcnolzdsr o f  XF-.e 25 LLrugh line 6 on pago I in 
their ~ a t k e t y .  

7. Pago 7,  biza 12. 
Poble~kng; .bfcisa 
Insertr 'cnd except Chat gmrc3ases or laasos froa s pzhlic 

u t i l f  ty cxc13pt f zca t h o  csagatAuve h l d d i a g  r c m i r ~ x r , t  
if the prices of &the goci:s or oersiole are regalato2 by 
the P7&l ic  S G ~ ~ ~ G C  ~ ~ 2 ~ ? ~ 3 9 ~ c ~ i  Or 0?&.3r 907emstm",ai 
autkri*ys I 

3~29, 8s so amended, 3$ C O $ d x j m ~  

,(j' I) - 
-L 

STATE PUB. C O .  
Helena. M o n l .  

.................................................................................................... 
Cksrga $-!cCalh.n Chairman. 
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having had under consideration .......................................................................................................... B:li No. 64  ........... 

Lory (Ramusson) 

ECZSC Respectfully report as follcws: That ............................................................................................................ Bi l l  ~0 .84  ............. 

STATE PUB. C O .  
Helena, Mont. 
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gresident : MR. .............................................................. 
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i f  ailse having had under consideration ................................................................................................................ Bi l l  ~ o . 3 3 . B  .......... 

tiaebLh ( E a ~ u ~ a z n )  

Respectfully ............................ report as follows: Thzt 

third readin$ b i l l ,  be 

1. Page 6, lice 18, 

......... Bill 

2.  Page 7, line I. 
Fol lwiny:  'on" - 
SCk.rike ; "3anuarxn 
Insert; "Julyn 

3. Page 7, Ifce 5. 
Pollowinu: 'on* - 
S t r i k e  : " i ? a n ~ z y d  
Inaur t :  'July . 
4. Page 7, lfua 18. 
FollowPncr : 'an" - - -. 

X&WHS S t r f  ke : ' 3az l iEn  ,,-- Insert: J u l y  

..................... {4? 
STATE PUB.  C O ~  42. 

Helena. M ~ n t .  

................................................................................ 
Gearge 34cCalluoa Chairman. 



M 8 .  ................ EraSf.da7t:. ................. 

I: ocal G&r*?e ,rl~~cant: ........................................................................................................................................................ We, your committee on 

having had under consideration ........................................................................................................... Bi l l  NO.??? ......... 

u w i t z  (Elzr;3luss~a) 

;1oLis3 ............................................................................................................ Re:gectful!y report as follows: That Bill  No ................... 751, 

1 Page 3, 1 h a  13. 
Eollowbcg: l i n e  12 
Str iker  l i . 0 ~ 3  f 3 t l : z ~ ~ q h  18 i n  t i~c i r  cctixct Y 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 
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fiG.&Ce .................................................................................................................. having had under consideration sill NO ..... 4.4.2 .... 
1 
i 

Mcycr (0 * IEara) 

'4 

1. 
? 

Respectfully report as foliows: That .................................... . .........................................................Bil~ ~ 0 4 4 2  ., ......... 
W x d  reading bill be ammSed as fo l lmgs:  

Str ike:  $22,000 
h s e r t t  $LU,OCO 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena. Mont. 

......................... G* 11.C)r"3z.. f p , a a % 1  ,= ................................ - u* Chairman. 
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He 34 
(Third reading copy) 

AMENDMEIJTS 

1.  page 2.  

Following: l i n e  1 7 .  

Inser t :  " ( 3 )  A copy of the notice shall be mailed by f i r s t  
c lass  mail, on the day the notice i s  f i r s t  published, 
t o  a l l  transportation 2nd railroad f i r m s  c r  corporations 
having real property within the proposed d i s t r i c t  7 i s ted 
upon the l a s t  completed assessment l i s t  for  ccunty taxes." . 



PROPOSED -WEi\JDI4ENTS TO HB 808 
Representative B a e t h  

1. Page 6, line 18. 
Following: "on" 
Strike : " 
Insert: " J u l y "  

2. Page 7, line 1. 
Following: " on" 
Strike: "~anuary" 
Insert: "July" 

3. Page 7, line 5. 
~ollowing : "on" 

Insert: 

4 .  Page 7, line 18. 
Following: "on" 
Strike : " ~anuar~'' 
Insert: "July" 
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TO IIOCSY R I L L  >I@. 291, 

Page  2 ,  L i n e  1 

(b! A coun ty  may enter into a lease a r e c r e n t ,  w h i c h  

may contain a provision f o r  cancellation at the er.5 of each - 

a n n u a l l y  renewable term i f  s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s  a r e  r,ot a p p r o p r i a t e d  

f o r  r e n t a l  p a y m e n t s  f o r  the n e x t  fiscal y e z r ,  provided r e n t a l  --- 
payments  u n d e r  s u c h  a l e a s e  a g r e e n e n t  a r e  n o t  in excess of 

$,100,000 f o r  a 1 - y e a r  perioc?." 




