
MINUTES O F  THE MEETING 
RULES 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 1 6 ,  1979 

The m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  Rules  Committee was c a l l e d  t o  
o r d e r  by Chairmzn S t e p h e n s  a t  11:40 a.m. on t h e  above d a t e  i n  
Room 331 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  

ROLL CALL! A l l  members were p r e s e n t ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  
o f  S e n a t o r s  Graham and T h i e s s e n .  

CONSIDEPATION OF HOUSE BILL 237 ( i n t r o d u c e d  by M a r k s ) .  
T h i s  b i l l  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  recommendation o u t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  
Improvement Cornnit tee.  I t  was amended i n  t h e  House, b u t  t h e  
g e n e r a l  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  s t r e a m l i n e  t h e  way t h e  i n t e r i m  
s t u d i e s  and  s t u d y  commi t t ees  a r e  s e l e c t e d .  

A s  it s t a n d s  now t h e  problem a r i s e s  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  
when a l l  t h e s e  b i l l s  a r e  s t a c k e d  up i n  a p i l e  and t h e r e  i s  no 
t i m e  t o  d e c i d e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i d e a  i n  mind. T h e r e  is  w i d e s p r e a d  
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  way t h e  P r i o r i t i e s  Cormittee a c t e d  o n  
t h e  r e q u e s t s  when a  l e g i s l a t o r ' s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e q u e s t  was n o t  p u t  i n  
a c e r t a i n  i n t e r i m  s t u d y .  

S e n a t o r  B lay lock  s t a t e d  h i s  q u a r r e l  w i t h  t h e  b i l l  i s  t h e  
t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  m i n o r i t y .  I t  t a k e s  away from them any a u t h o r i t y .  
H e  i s  opposed t o  t h e  b i l l  u n l e s s  t h i s  i s  c o r r e c t e d .  Speaker  
Gerke s t a t e d  t h a t  he d o e s n ' t  have q u i t e  t h e  concern  t h a t  S e n a t o r  
B l a y l o c k  d o e s .  He f e e l s  t h a t  whoever wins  t h e  m a j o r i t y  s h o u l d  
have t h i s  a u t h o r i t y  and t o  t h e  v i c t o r  g o e s  t h e  s p o i l s .  

F u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  recorhmendation t h a t  a n  
amendment b e  d r a f t e d  by John  Larson  reword ing  t h e  l a n g u a g e  i n  
S e c t i o n  1 p r o v i d i n g  t h a t  appo in tment  and  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  j o i n t  
subcommi t t ees  s h a l l  be  s e l e c t e d  by t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l .  The 
cha i rmen  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a n d i n g  commit tees  i n  e a c h  body s h a l l  
recommend s u g g e s t e d  members t o  s e r v e  on e a c h  subcommit tee .  The 
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  t h e  recommendations,  b u t  i s  n o t  
bound t h e r e b y .  No l e g i s l a t o r  s h a l l  s e r v e  on more t h a n  two i n t e r i m  
j o i n t  subcoinmit tees .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 46 ( i n t r o d u c e d  by Fagg) 
AND HOUSE B I L L  8 3 7 .  

These  a r e  companion b i l l s ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  b e i n g  a backup t o  
t h e  b i l l .  They a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  amend t h e  J c i n t  R u l e s  o f  t h e  4 6 t h  
L e g i s l a t u r e  by s t r e a m l i n i n g  t h e  commit tee  s t r u c t u r e  and a d d i n g  
a new s e c t i o n  numbered 6-6.1. 

P r o p o n e n t s  t e s t i f y i n g  were :  Speaker  Gerke ,  John F i t z p a t r i c k ,  
3 e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  O f f i c e  o f  Eudget and P r o g r a n  P l s r - n i n g ,  and 
K a r g a r e t  Davis  s p e a k i n g  f o r  J o y  Bruck o f  t h e  League o f  Women 
V o t e r s .  
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I t  was t h e  c o n s e n s u s  o f  t h e  c o m i i t t e e  t o  forego a c t i o n  on 
t h e s e  two b i l l s  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  a t  a n o t h e r  m e e t i n g .  

4 

AT4ENDMENT TO THE T I T L E  OF S . B .  7 4 :  Motion w a s  made by 
S e n a t o r  Turnage  t o  amend t h e  t i t l e  t o - r e f l e c t  t h e  c h a n q e  i n  t h e  
body of t h e  b i l l ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  b e  s e n t  t o  e n r o l l i n g .  Motion 
c a r r i e d .  

The m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  1 : 2 0  p . m .  

S t a n  S t e p h e n s ,  Chairman 
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HJR 46 

Although we a r e  very i n t e r e s t ed  i n  rev i s ions  which w i l l  b e t t e r  the  e f f i c i ency  of the 

l e g i s l a t i v e  process. t he  League of Tatomen Voters of Montana does no t  have a pos i t i on  

vnich we f e e l  dea l s  with the  l e g i s q i v e  committee s t ruc tu re .  However, w e  do suppor t  

the  new sec t i on  of BJR 46, beginning on page 6. 

A s  the t r an smi t t a l  da te  approached, we saw a number of occurrmces  which l e d  us t o  

be l i eve  t h a t  t h e  publ ic  was being denied adequate access t o  the l e g i s l a t i v e  process,  

znd i s sue s  were being d e a l t  with under less than i d e a l  circumstances. The chaos c m e  

about f o r  severa l  r e a s o x .  The Legis la ture  got off t o  a verj  slow start; the  Legisla- 

t i v e  Council, a f t e r  su f fe r ing  adixiinistrative problem i n  1978, was i l l-prepared f o r  the  

deluge of d r a f t i n g  requests ,  a?C there  were an oirernhe1;iling nmbe r  of b i l l s ,  t o  r ime 

a few.  Sect ion 6-6.1 of HJR 46 i s  a start in deal ing with these  problems. Tne 

Leg is la t ive  Council and the Legis la lxre  should ge t  of:' t o  a b e t t e r  start, and we would 

hope, i n  turn, t h e  public w i l l  f a r e  be t t e r .  

There is  a need t o  chazge some of the procedures of t he  l e g i s l a t i v e  process whether 

we remain in b i enn i a l  sess ions  o r  go t o  anfiual sessions.  We hope the  chmges w i l l  be 

rade v i a  the  rd l e s ,  by tne l e g i s l a t o r s ,  and not  by a discouraged public. HJR 46 i s  

a beginning in answering this need. Again, wz s t a t e  oa- support f o r  Sect ion 6-6.1 

of liJR 46. 

Jcy  tiruck 

Lw4ae of Women Voters of Kontar~a 



O F F I C E  OF THE SECRETARY 

OF THE SENATE 

DATE: . ~ / 5 / 7 7  4 
The Secre ta ry  of the S e n a t e  in accordance with the wishes of the 

R u l e s  Committee is h e r e b y  ordering the following clerical corrections 

to 5 8, 7 f l  f @ f f / ' f f l @ ~ e  4 which are as follows: 




