MINUTES OF MEETING
SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
March 16, 1979

The sixty-first meeting of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee was called to order by Senator Everett R. Lensink,
Chairman, in room 331 of the capitol building on the above
date at 9:32 a.m.

ROLL CALL:
A1l members were present.,

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 860:

This is an act to require a claimant to first permit an

alleged libel published in or broadcast by communications
media to be corrected before claiming punitive damages,
etc. Representative Scully gave an explanation of this
bill. '

Bill Merrick, representing the Montana Broadcasters,
stated that they support this bill. He said that some-
times, it is impossible for them to control what goes on
the air and he said that sometimes there are live broad-

casts in the community and they may become a party to an
action by something that is broadcast and this bill gives
them an opportunity to reply to it.

Bud Blanchette, representing the Western Broadcasting
Company, Missoula, read a statement. See Exhibit A.

Hal Stearnes, representing the Montana Press Associa-
tion, said there was at least twenty cases where somebody
was irritated about something in the paper and he said,
in every case, it was a misprint. He said in one instance
they wrote ""bottle scarred'" instead of 'battle scarred"
and the relatives felt that it was not a misprint.

Mike Meloy, representing Lee Newspapers and Montana
Press Association, said that this was almost the same as
an Oregon statute that was tested a number of years ago
and was found to be constitutional. He also addressed other
problems.,

There were no further proponents and no opponents.
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Senator Van Valkenburg noted that this was a substan-
tial change and he said there was no way the code commis-
sion could have come up with this.

Joan Mayer from the Legislative Council said that
she did not know whether the courts will uphold it or not.

Senator Brown questioned how many lawsuits have been
filed since it was declared unconstitutional. Mr. Meloy
said none.

Senator Towe said there is punitive damages on page 1,
but when you get over to page 3, it is not limited to puni-
tive damages at all - it says '"any damages' and he wondered
if that was what was intended. He gave an explanation of
general damages and punitive damages. Representative Scully
said that in most libel suits, he has never seen a recovery
over general damages.

Senator Towe guestioned on page 2, line 25, the lan-
guage ''or misapprehension' and he wondered what does that
mean and if they had any objections to taking that out.

There were no further questions and comments and the
hearing on this bill was closed.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 691:

This is an act to permit the information of nonprofit
corporations to provide prepaid legal services and to regu-
late the activities of such corporations. Representative
Harrington explained the bill.

Les Loble, representing the Montana Legal Protection
Plan Inc., and the State Bar of Montana, gave an explana-
tion of this bill and said that this bill has been in
for a number of years now. He explained the bill and what
it would do.

J. C. Weingartner, representing the State Bar Associa-
tion, stated that they support this bill.

There were no further proponents and no opponents.
Senator O0'Hara questioned if they were quite sure that

this would not solicit a lot of needless Titigation. Mr.
Loble stated that he did not think so.
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Senator Anderson stated that you hammer the insurance
department and then you don't want to pay them anything.
Mr. Loble said he talked with the insurance people, and
on page 14, and this was what wk thought was a good solu-
tion. He said if a number of plans generate, a lot of
money - if not much generated - not much to register.

Senator Towe questioned on page 15, line 3, - filing
the annual report - 20 cents. He stated we fully eliminate
this on the blues - we put in an amount to be determined
by the application required by the legislature. Mr. Loble
stated that in the case of the blues, that is a practical
solution. He said that if those fees are not sufficient,
they can be increased, but to make it an open-end matter,
you will just break the ptlan.

Jo Driscoll, Chief Deputy Insurance Commissioner,
stated that the budget appropriated one person to them
and they asked for two. She said that she did not think
the plan in the first year would create too much but they
would like to at least anticipate enough money to hire
another person.

lt was noted that an amendment had been put in by
the house on second reading (not in the copy of the bill
used by the committee) that those fees shall be used té
pay the costs of the duties imposed by this act.

Senator Towe stated that in general, page 3, line 3,
prohibits profit organizations from doing that now, pro-
hibiting attorneys from that type of organization. He
asked Mr. Loble to comment on this. Mr. Loble stated
that committment is to an open panel plan, it was to be
on a free choice of lawyers and we felt that such a group
should not be profit oriented and they felt a group of
people should have the option to go to whoever they want.

Senator Towe questioned if he saw any prcblems with
annual retainers for law firms under the definition of
legal services corporation under prepaid legal services
or reimbursements. He wondered if a group receives an
annual retainer, are they going to be banned under this
law. Mr. Loble stated | hope not. He said he hoped
that their corporation would be able to work under this
Taw.
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Senator Yan Valkenburg guesticoned why on page 16,
section 25, it requires malpractice insurance and he won-
dered why that was necessary. Mr. Loble stated that they
felt it was necessary. Senator Van Valkenburg asked if
it would not be sufficient if he advised his client that
he never carried malpractice insurance and Mr, Loble said
that it guessed it would. Senator Olson asked if most law-
yers carry malpractice and Senator Van Valkenburg stated
that about 20 per cent.

Senator Turnage asked if they were proposing to start
out with $60.00 fee - he said it was not in the bill. Mr.
Loble said he thought it was and it comes out | cent per
hour per person.

There were no further questions or comments and the
hearing on this bill was closed.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 877:

This is an act to abolish the defense of mental disease
or defect in criminal actions, etc. Representative Keedy
stated that this bill was similar to SB 495 sponsored by
Senator Towe, which was passed by the Senate. He stated
that the effect would be to bring about a traumatic change
in the physchological defense of a criminal, He gave an
explanation of what this bill would do.

Marc Rocicot, representing the Montana County Attorneys'
Association, stated that it was difficult for him to say
whether he was a proponent or an opponent. He stated that
he feels that we need to take a hard look at mental disease
in our statutes. He stated they are somewhat concerned
about the standard that is left in the statutes, but he
thought Keedy's bill may be somewhat ambiguous and some-
what strict. He stated that he cannot say that this is
the consensus of every other attorney. He also testified
that he was somewhat concerned about the burden of proof
being removed from the statute and preponderance of evidence
and that this is a substantial deviation from present law.
He also said that he did not see any substantial difference
between this law and Senator Towe's bill.

Gladys Johnson, Great Falls, a member of the Cascade
Crime Group, said that we are in support of the bills that
will do something about correcting the errors and abuses
of the laws of Montana for crimes against people.
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Mike McCarte, from the attorney general's office, stated
they opposed this bill somewhat relunctantly. He said
that they agree with the principle cf the bill, but they
have some problems with pyschiatric testimony being admitted
in criminal cases. He gave further information about the
problems they have with this bill.

Nick Rotering, chief counsel for the Department of In-
stitutions, said that he recognized that there are abuses
with the insanity defense and the department must bear the
problems of the product afterwards. He testified that he
felt this was premature and he still thinks there should be
a study to examine these problems.

Jim Johnson, representing the Montana lLegal Services,
said that he is not a criminal lawyer, but for the last
three years he has represented residents at Warm Springs
and he stated that it is a myth that people are being found
guilty by reason of mental defect on one day and turned out
on the next day. He testified that that is a myth and that
it doesn't happen here. He also stated that it is a myth
that a significant number of people go through this proce-
dure in the state of Montana and are so sophisticated that
they can fool the professionals. He said he agreed with
Representative Keedy that psychiatrists and psychologists
are inexact, but we have to realize that they only give us
a judgment in these areas. He also wondered what these
bills do to the people in jails and prisons of this state.

He stated that he had a c¢lient, who not so many vyears
ago in Billings, jammed out his eye with his thumb in the
Billings jail, because of lack of treatment. He said he
had another client in the prison in Deer Lodge, who almost
lost an eye because another inmate jammed a broom at him.
He said that he subsequently got treatment at Warm Springs
Hospital and is now able to function.

He said there is one psychiatrist at Montana State
Prison, who comes one day a week, there are two psycholo-
gists, who come three days a week and the state prison has
a population of 700 inmates and is growing. He said that
we need a study of this among the professionals involved.
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There were no further opponents.

Representative Keedy said that he does not have any
objections to amending this to clarify the burden of
proof. He gave the committee some copies of reprints from

the Great Falls Tribune. See Exhibit A.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 870:

This is an act to provide that the existence of a
mental state necessary for commission of a criminal offense
may be inferred from the acts of the accused and the facts
and circumstances connected with the offense and to provide
that defenses relating to a lack of the required mental
state must be proved by the defendant by a preponderance of
the evidence, etc. Representative Keedy said that the only
change is on page 1, lines 21 through 23 and on page 3,
line 4 and 5.

Marc Racicot, representing the attorney general's of-
fice, said that they support this bill.

There were no further proponents and no opponents.
The questions asked were on either HB 877 or HB 870.

Senator Towe asked if the arguments he was raising
were not irrelewnt to the bill. He said your thoughts
are all concerning mental disease and defect in the senten-
cing procedure. Representative Keedy said that the most
significant difference between your bill and mine - feel-
ing that this is a fraud and a myth - need toc treat ap-
propriate people who are sentenced - something of an idle
ceremony.

Senator Towe said that it was his understanding that
a subcommittee was set up to study this and they recommended
that a study be made instead and he wondered if this had
been adopted by the committee. Representative Keedy said
that it was not, he stated that he objected to the sub-
committee's report and it was rejected by the committee.

Senator 0'Hara asked how does a criminal prove that
he has a mental disease or defect now. He asked if one
psychiatrist would do it. He said his problem is that he
has worked with a lot of them and, like any profession,
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you can get a psychologist or psychiatrist to testify to
most anything if you look far enocugh and long enough.

Senator Lensink asked Mr. Johnson if he would have
come and asked for a resolution if these bills had not
been introduced. Mr. Johnson said that he thinks in all
fairness he would not have. He stated that they realize
that revision has to be made but he thinks we are rushing
into something that we are going to create a demand for
reforms in the law and also in the way we treat these people.
He stated that we cannot do this by a hall conference and
we have to know where we are going.

There were no further questions or comments and the
hearing on these bills was closed.

There being no further business, the meeting was ad-
journed.

SENATOR EVERETT R. LENSINK, Chairman
Senate Judiciary Committee
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WESTERN BROADCASTING COMPANY

Phone 406-728-2850 Drawer M  Missoula, Montana 59805

HB 860

My mame is Bud Blanchette. I am Vice President of Western Broadcasting
Campany, Missoula, which owns and operates radio stations in Missoula (KGVO)
and Helena (KCAP-AM-FM). I offer the following statement on behalf of
Montana Broadcasters Association in support of HB 860,

It is the position of Montana Broadcasters Association that HB 860 is
timely, reasonable and warranted legislation which merits the Committee's
favorable consideration. News and commentary constitute radio and tele-
vision's most valuable program commodity. Because of its vital importance
to listeners and viewers, news development justifiably gets the lion's
share of every station's program budget.

In the process of gathering, editing and delivering the news the area
which requires the most time-consuming and frequently frustrating effort
are source verification and story accuracy. In a state of vast distances
and sometimes interrupted communication, this can be a grueling chore.
Getting the news €first" 1s important but not nearly so important as getting
it "right", However, even though news personnel may exert utmost effort to
insure story accuracy, there is always the risk that details will be lacking
or that honest mistakes may occur.

The factor which differentiates and sets broaadcasting apart from all
other communication forms 1s the Faimess Doctrine. Under the Fairness
Doctrine,” the broadcast licensee has a responsibility to (1) devote a
reasonable amount of programming time to controversial issues of public
importance and (2) offer a reasonable opportunity for the presentation of
contrasting viewpoints., In other words, the broadcaster is required, as
a condition of his license authorization, to engage in discussion of
controversial issues, In the process of meeting that commitment, he
becomes a dual target: not only to Fairness Doctrine obligatioms (which
also include editorial content advertising), but to the threat of litigation
for libel or defamation. And, since broadcasters are not privileged to
censor communications by either local or netwark spokesmen for various
viewpoints delivered over their stations, but are nevertheless held personally
responsible for all program content, it places licensees in a particularly
naked and vulnerable position when litigation arises. Libel and slander
charges have a definite chilling effect on the broadcaster's mandate to .
serve the public interest and te fulfill the publiet!s right to know.




2=

Montana broadcasters are not in the character assasination business.
Purposely impugning the character of a person just for the "zhock value"
" derived does not square with our self-imposed reauirements for
responsible broadcast stewardship. We have rules circumscribing “news
staging"®. We even have self-imposed policles governing investigative
reporting.,

Yet, even exercising utmost care and precautions to avoid inaccuracy,
mistakes can occur. And, it is because of the inherent and ever-present
risks associated with operating responsible eccmmunications media that
this legislation, HB 860, is warranted and necessary.

The actual and potential costs of contesting charges of libel are
enormous and can threaten the life-time investment of the small market
broadcaster. Not only must he maintain and have in force, at all times,
costly libel insurance, but he must retain expensive counsel to defend
him and take precious time from a demanding enterprise, even when tenuous
or irresponsible charges are leveled against him. In the event of
adverse findings, he has the added financial burden of meeting fines and
court costs, But it does not end there. The broadcaster must be prepared
to describe and document, in his next license renswal application, all
litigation in which he is involved. Such involvement could weigh heavily
against his license renewal. In the fimal analysis, a broadecaster is
damned if he is absolved and doubly-damned if he incurs damages.

HB 860 does not grant media immnity from libel. It simply establishes
safeguards against unreasonable and punitive damages. Those safeguards
include a 7-day time limitation for media to issue corrections or
retractions and spell out requirements of content of the correctional
statement. The bill further defines the extent to which a correctioen is
a defense upon trial,

Montana broadcasters belleve that the conditions imposed by this
proposed legislation are reasonable and necessary to enable media to
carry out the substantial responsibilities inherent to publishing and
broadcasting. It establishes desirable, positive and equitable conditions,
in the judgement of Montanz Broadcasters Association, and T urge the
Committee to give a "Do Pass" recommendation tec HB 860,
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i " Guilty Is Guilty,
Insane or Not

By John White

1sible for his behavior if he is in-
e o7 brainwashed?
Legislative and judicial proceedings

IHESHIRE, Conn. — Is a person re-

ing this crucial distinction ha< led to ¢

the shameful and dangerous situation

i wemmrdﬁxcrs .are.
_reieased into society without pumish-

ment and‘“‘thouT ovon s:mpr'lusnceﬂ

titute for personal accountabilty
nothing_more dangerous for soci-

laer no. Tothis I say that there isno

y than to allow a person, regardless

-his state te of mind, to escape the con-
I ;ﬂofhxc_gp}logb
hnsider murder trials in which the
Fised have pleaded not guilty by
ason of insanity. Admitted killers
e literally gotten away with mur-
M — legally. The insanity plea al-
=d judges to sentence them to men-
i hospitals for observation and treat-
#nt. There they were found sane and
'ased because they can’t be tried

‘e for the same crime.
is legislative insanity that this
ould be allowed to hapjpen!
in a free society, laws are made to
rol behaviocr, not states of mind. A
'ndant’s mental state should have
bearing on whether he is found

‘r'r the victim’s Survivors.

We can agree that Jim Jones wasg in-
sane, but does that mean that if h= had
lived he should have been found not
guilty by reason of insanity? Or Adolf

Eichmann?

The Nuremberg trials deciared loud
and clear that people must be respon-

“sible for their acts, even in _time of

“and they, considering their lives areat
_stake, quite reasonably u

war. Trials in America today, how-

ever, declare that pcople are not re-
sponsible for their acts because their
state of mind excluded reason. Conse-

quently, criminals have been handed_

legal means 1o ger away with. murder,
eit. -
T Tegislators should correct this most
Eross miscarriage of justice — a mis-
carriage based on the foolish idea that
your state of mind has a bearing on

‘Criminals have been handed
legal means to get away with
p murder, and they . . . quite
reasonably use it’

y of committing a ¢rime. He may
mne brainwashed, or even, as in
1 of Sam-type cases, ‘‘possessed”’
an evil demon (though *Son,”
;4 R. Berkowitz, now denies it) but
'should only be taken into account

¥ the finding. If a person is genu-
_ly unbalanced, he can be given a
on sentence that includes appro-
te treatment to restere mental
th whether the treatment be psy-
ry, deprogramming or exorcism.

‘en xf treatment is successful, the
n should serve the rest of his sen-

e unless the preponderance of ex-

| opinion feels that parden or com-
atation is in order.. At that point

passion becomes preper — but not-
ire.‘jhe legalsystem is intendedto

ver justice, not compassion, Ignor-

your innocence or guilt in criminal
proceedings. If you did it, you're guilty

. — period. Whether you remember

doing it or whether you could make a
rational decision at the time doesn’t
matter at that point in the proceed-
ings. Your state of mind and other pos-
sible mitigating circumstances should
be taken into account only in passing
sentence. lrresponsible behavior can
never be condoned to the point of mur-
der. The failure of legislators to recog-
nize and correct this cutrageous situa-
tion only contributes to the general de-
terioration of respect for law and so-
cial order.

John White is a journalist in the fields
of science and parapsychology.
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THOMAS S74S7 the Templé’s two lawyers, Mark Lane-"

and Charles Garry, as speakers. It was
endorsed by 75 prominent city leaders;”
and politicians. It was cancelled after
S the massacre.

aoes  Actually, in view of Jones's imptes.:?
Ffﬁ o fre@d@ 77 sive record 'of good “psychothierapep-;”
AR tic”” works, the enthusiasm of evange- -
lﬂé‘g H8Ors " Clistic mental healthers for Kim should ™
Lo come as no sucprise. Jones “eured drug

ot

- own.'On Memorial Day in 1977 (3

addicis.” He “rehabilitated” aimless
Americans and put them on the road
to a‘comiunitarian salvation. He was,
officially at least, even against suicide
==wlhicn it was a course chosen on o

)

L.

18 mouths before.the. Jonestown mas
sacre); Jones led a delegation of Peo-!

wples Teimple mitmbers'on a march onto
the Golden Gate Bridge in San Fran-

v Cisca, ‘acmandipg that the city build a
suicide barrier on the bridge.

In addition to these testimonials to
“Jopes’s 'good mental health and com-
‘méndable character, we also have the
 word “of. Jonés's personal physician
- that, the “minister- wa# hoth psychiat.
rically normal’and morally admirable.

Y. ‘ .

-4

”

. INCETHEDEATHOF g .
the Reverend Jim Jones, the ’ =

/.. diagnosis of parancia has been
falling on his memory like snowflakes
in a winter storm in Syracuse. I sug-
gest that we take another look at some
of the facts reported about this Marx-
ist-Christian minister before the sor-
did truths about his behavior and
that of his followers are completely
buried beneath a blanket of psychiatric
speculations and diagnoses.

Virtually everyone who knew Jones
—among them some prominent and
presumably perceptive and intelligent
men’ and women—regarded him as
perfectly healthy mentally. For in-
stance, during the 1976 Carter presi-
dential campaign, Rosalynn Carter®
and’ Jim Jones dined together in San’
Francisco. Mrs. Carter, who is, as we |
know, one of America’s foremost ex-+*
perts on mental health, found no sign
of mental illness in Jones—on the con-
trary: In March 1977, she wrote him
a letter praising his proposal to give
inedical aid to Cuba, and after the
election she invited him to attend the )
inauguration, which he did. '
" That Jones was accepted as at least
“normal” in California liberal politi-
¢al circles has by now become notori-
ous. That he was still widely regarded
as both mentally healthy and morally
admirable during the wecks and days
immediately preceding the massacre
is cvident from the fact that a gala,
825-a-plate dinner benefit for the Peo-
ples Temple was planned in San Fran-
cisco for December 2, 1978. Called “A
Struggle Against Oppression,” the af-
fair was to feature Dick Gregory and

THOMAS SZA4SZ, a contributing editor, writes
a monthly column for INQUIRY. His most recent
book s The Myth of Psychotherapy.
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l?)r." Carlton Goodlett, identified as a
“prominent black doctor” in San
Francisco who had also attended Jones
in Guvana, told the New York Times:
<1 was convinced that Jones was in-
jved in a brilliant cxperiment in
Puyana that actually put people in
bcttu shape down there than they had
l)ccn in San Francisco.” Even after the
massacre Dr. Goudlett offered  this
lpsychimrir opinion—not about Jones,

.

but about his disenchanted followers:
“The deserters from the church had
conie to me, but they were just a

neurotic fringe
' To say ‘that Jim Jones was widely
regarded as mentally healthy, is in-
deed an undcrstatemcnt: He was re-
lgarded as a brilliant healer of minds,
a great “‘therapist.” Many of his fol-
lowers were furmer drug users. Two
urvived the ‘massacre. One of them,
‘Tim Carter, told the Timeshe had been
‘heavily involved in drugs in Califor-

‘nia” and was cured by Jones. Tim’s ~

ather, Francis Carter (both of whose

sons were “on drugs”), praised Jones’s ~
treatment of drug abuse to a Times re-
orter: After joining the temple “they

ave up drugs, became rehabilitated,
nd got better.” Odell Rhodes, an-
other surviver, “had been a heroin ad-
from the Detroit ghetta. [Wlith
help of Jim Jones's power he had
beat heroin, he said. He felt he needed
his mentor to keep him straight.”

FTER THE BUTCHFERY
in Guyiaia, Jones's followers
and fricnds were eager to dis-
iss him as “‘paranoid.” Steven Jones
W5t no time diagnosing his father as
nsychotic, an opinion he kept carefully
> himself until “dad” was dead. Why
id Steven Jones think his father was
inad? Because he destroyed the con-
centration camp that young Jones evi-
ently loved dearly. “He has de-
roved everything I’ve worked for,”
said Steven Jones.

One _of_Jones's lawyers, Charles.
arry, characterized the cominune as.
a beautiful jewel There is no racism,

safely-deceased client “mad.”

Mark Lane, Jones's other lawyer
and a renowned expert on conspiracy
and paranoia, described his former
client to the Times as ‘‘a paranoid mur-
derer who. after four weeks of drug in-
jections, gave the orders that resulted
last weekend in the deaths of Repre-
sentative Leo J. Rvan. ... The great
conspiracv-hunter thus sought to ex-
oncrate Jones by attributing the mass
murder and suicide not only to “para-
nota” but also to “drugs.” But the fact
is that Lanc accepted Jones as a client
and continued to represent him, up to
the very moment of the debacle.

I cite all this as presumptive evi-
dence that, before the final moment,
those closc'f to Jones did not believe

that Tie ‘was psychotic. Their subse-

AL,
“Guent conclusion tlmtjunes was para-
“nnd 18 “intellectually empty and pat-

that they were homosexual, even the
women. He was thé only heterosex-
ual.” :

—Several times l)cforv the final butch-
ery, Jones conducted rehearsals of the
communal carnage.

—Members of the commune had to
turn their possessions over to Jones,

had to work like slaves, were starved
and were kept from slu‘pmq and could
not leave the commune

ESPITE THESE UNSA-

vory facts (and many others

not catalogueéd here), I can-
not recall, in the thousands of words
I réad about the Jonestown affair, a
single commentator—journalist, poli-
tician, psychiatrist, anyone—charac-
tcnzmg the Reverend Jim' Jones as an
evil man. Mad, insane, crazy, para-
noid, and variations on that theme—

ently sclf-serving. (Today everyone _. that is the consensus. jdmcs Reston’s

“who reads newspapers and watches

“television has heen taught that mass
—alive his friends and followers did not _
regard’ an as paranoid, quite simply -
because t xu liked what he was doing.

Tor the lmm;m line is a moral Judq—

“Inent: Jones’s supporters think that he

was a good man who suddenly became

ad; 1 think e was an evil man—and
notJust on thc day of t th(‘ Massacre.
~"Whether or not Jones had heen
“crazy”’ long before the massacre, de-
pends on the meaning one wishes to
attach to that word. However, itis now

clear that for a long time Jones’s he-

havior had been sordid and evil, Tt is

also elear that when his followers were

faced with certain facts, they deliber-
ately looked the other way. Consider
the following reports of Jones’s be-

havior during the per iod when his fol- = night. "

lowers and those “outside”
Jones as not merely
“superior”

— Jones insisted that evervone call him
“dad” or “father.” When there was a
disagrecment in the conmumune, the
members would tranquilize one an-
sther and themselves by repeating the

regarded ~
“normal” but

a0 sexismy, no ageisin, no elitism, {ge]  incantation, “Dad knows best. Just do

o huager,”' Aflter the iassacve, Garry
relaved: I am_convinced this guy

&
Zved this before November 18, 1978,
-violated his professional usponsxlnl-
s a lvwyer and his moral responsi-
s as o human being, and if he

acluded itonly because Jones finally

irried out his oft-repeated threat of
iass murder and suicide, then Garry
< asserting a platitude in declaring his

o

N U

“

iR

as dad telis you”
— Jones had a wife, several mistresses,

s stark raving_mad.” If(arrff\‘-md “had sex™ with "many of the

women and several of the men in the
commune. “He told their husbands
jaccording to Tim Carter, an aide]
that he only did it to helpthe woman.”
— Jones claimed that he was Jesus and
could cure cancer. .

—According w Jerry Parks, another
cult member, “Evervone had to admit

judgment of Jones was sadly typical.
After quoting the opmxon of “one of

“miirderers are mad.) While Jones was _ the most prominent members. of the

C‘artcr f\dmimstmtxon, " according to_
= whom the Jonestown massacre was a
symptom of ““mass lunacy in an age of
Cmptmcss,
ven dlag’noms that liberal intellcctuals,
when faced with evil, instinctively
fissue. The Reverend ]ones declared
Rcston was an obvu)usly dcmcnted
‘man.’

‘The most imaginative diagnosis was

~offered, not surpmmql), by a psychia-
trist. E‘(pldmud Dr. Thomas Unger-
leider, “professor of “psychiatry at thc
'Unnmsmf of Ca!xforma at Los An-
Teeles: 1 I;chcvc 1t was' thcjunqlc ic
members got no fccdback from ‘the out-~
“side~world.” They did not read Time.
‘magazine or watch the news at
7 Dr.Alvin Poussaint, pro-
fessor of psychiatry at Harvard and
one of the leading black psychiatrists
in America, offered this shameful and
revealing diagnosis: “*We cannot in
good conscience f{ault the mission of
the rank-and-file because of the acute
psychosts of their leader. . . . The hu-
manitarian experiment itsel{ was not a
failure, the Reverend Jones was.”
_Tthink we can do better than that.
'I'ho (,vidL ncc-——d(‘spitc Reston and the

tion oﬂxcml~sugﬂe;ts that ]ones was
depraved, not “demented,”
_what his congregation displayed was
mass cruclty and cowardliness, not
“mass hunacy.” T b(‘h(‘vc that” plam
anhsh words such as “evil,” “de-
praved,” nuc‘l’ and
“furnish a bcttcr df.S(‘rlptl(Jn uf \\ﬁat

Reston delivered the cra

and that_

“cowardly”
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happened at Jonestown than does the
Texicon of lunacy in which those de-
“spicable and pathetic deeds have heen
= couched. -

“Thist mstarlgpgtfaﬁn_mrphosm of Jones _
frum prophct to_psychotic now con-
Seals—as did previously the deliberate
denial of the significance of his every-
day behavior by those who knew him
—the self-evident evil that animated
this bestial tyrant long before his sup-
posed “degeneration into paranoia.’
That is the phrase used by Time maga-
zine, where Jones is described as an
“Indiana-born humanitarian who de-’
generated into egomania and para-
noia.” Newsweek confirms the diag-
nosis: Jones’s “mind,” we are in-
formed, “‘deteriorated into paranoia.”

1 .object. It is fundamentally false
and distorting to view every gesture to
help the poor—regardless of motives,
methods, and consequences—as ‘“‘hu-
manitarian.” What tyrant has not
claimed to be motivated by a desire
to help the helpless? We know only too
weil that to those hungry for power,
the prospect of “helping” life’s victims
presents a great temptation; one that
complements the temptation that the
prospect of oblivion through alcohol
or drugs presents to those hungry for a
siniple selution to life’s problems. That
is why these two types of persons are
drawn to each other so powerfully,
and why each regards the competent,
selfreliant person as his enemy. So
much for Jones’s “humanitarianism.”

S FOR JONES'S ““PARA-

noia,” we accept the proverbial

wisdom that onc man’s meat is
another man’s poison. Similarly, we’
should accept that one man’s prophet
1s another man’s paranoid._It is.sim=-___
ply not true that Joues “degenerated-
into paranoia.’ _]oms was the same
person on November 18, 1978 (the_
* date of the mass murder an(l suicide),
- that he'was the day before, the month

befure, the year before, joan did not__

suddenly “change.. What_did change
suddenly was the opinion certain peo-

What we need, then, is not so much
an explanation of what happened in
Jonestown, which is clear enough, but
rather an explanation of the explana-
tions of the carnage that the purveyors
of conventional wisdom have oflered
us. Briefly put, such a metaexplanation
might state that paranoia in a dead
and dishonored “cult” leader is caused
by the sudden realization of his follow-

ple catertained and expressed about _

~ him,

ers and others that they have heen
_duped, which instantly transforms
them from sycophants (and sympa-
thizers) into psychodiagnosticians.
Much could be, and should be, made
of the carnage at Jonestown. What |
want to make out of it here is, bricfly,
this: Access to drugs entails what is
now smugly called *‘drug abuse.”
How, indeed, could it be otherwise?
Why, then, the shocked surprise that
access “to freedom entails "“frecdom
abuse”? Assuredly the abuse of free-
dom—like the abuse of alcohol, drugs,

food, or any other good that nature or
human ingenuity provides us—is a °

small price to pay for the boundless
benefits of freedom. That the abuse of
freedom entails risks to innocent per-
sons is one of the tragic facts of life.
The children murdered at Jonestown
are a somber reminder of the awesome
-power parents have over their children
—a power that, as Jonestown and other
communal cxperiments have shown,
the collectivization of the fdmx ly can
only amplify.

The ultimate ugly and undeniable
facts are that of the 909 bodies at
Jonestown, 260 were those of children,
butchered by the peaceloving, “hu-
manitarian’ followers of the Reverend
Jones; and that, like their leader, these
butchers hated the open society and
“fled” their homeland to settle in a
socialist country. The inen and women
of Jonestown rejected liberty; it is as if
they had turned Patrick Henry's max-
im, “Give me liberty or give me
death! on its head, and had swourn
;l]lcgiﬂnf"c to the maxim, “Give e
death rather than liberyy V7

As for Congressmman Ryan ind bis
party, they paid a heavy price for their
naiveté and miscalculation, but, after
being warned repeatedly about Jones-
town and after heing cimphatically dis-
invited by the inhabitants, their at-
~tempt to “liberate” would-be defectors
without adequate arms was as ill-
advised as would be an attemnpt to

e _ scale the Alps without proper shoes or
clothing, When Congressman Ryan
_insisted on staging his inspection-inva-

sion to {oist on them the liberty they
loathed, the Jonestown patriots proved
that they had the courage of their con-
victions. The point is not merely that
actions speak louder than words, which
is obhvious cnough; it is rather that in
the base rhetoric of butchers—regurd-
less of whether they come ‘garbed as
priests, politicians, or physicians—
“love’ means “hate™; [ will take care
of vou” means “T will kill you.,” "

. ']UH‘. A;'ITA'(V a Los Ah("f[!\'—bll.r((f

e AR

FOEL KOTEIN &

DOROTHY J.SAMUELS l

s@eﬂf@g” mwﬁm@g@

fr@s,s 5&%5 '

4 FTER SEVERAL YEARS
of lying low, ducking the fire of '

congressional committees and
citizens’ groups, the federal govern-
ment's drug enforcement officials are
up to their old tricks again. ]
Back in the days of Nixon, as Ed-

_*.ward Jay Epstein showed in his book,

the nation’s top narcs helped devise
and carry out the infamous “war on
drugs,” complctc with stormtrooper-
style raids on {nnocent families a

other abuses of domestic civil liberti® :

burrmg up a nationwide heroin scare

4gwm~; njfear, me adrmmstranon and l

then exploiting the public’s dread of

drugs to consolidate power, Nixon's
drug officials built a network of agents
beyond constitutional control.

Now; the Justice Department? s Drug

. rnﬁ)rrcmun Ad;mn!,tratum (peA),

the hureaucratic offspring of Nixon's .
campaign against drugs, has launched
an offensive against marijuana. In a
speech last fall before the International
Association of Uhiels of Police in New

York (xty, pEa chiel Peter Bensinger o

fired the opcnmg shot in this new bat-
tlé, making various misleading claims
about’ the: “real perils of marijuana
smoking.” Tt was just the first thrust of
a c«mcutéd driveito reverse the trend
toward decriminalization and even-
tual legalization of the country’s favor-
ite weed, and to"huild political sup-
purt fur stiffer drug penaltics and, not
incidentally, the pEA empire.
Bensinger’s assertions about the
health risks of marijuana, which were

_reporterfor the Washington Post, is writing
¢ novel for Bantam Bo: oks. DORO rllr]
SAMUELS, a New York atlerney, is executive
director of the Committee for Public Justice,

a national civil liherties organization.
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THOMAS S3487

The freedosn
abusers

. INCETHEDEATH OF
the Rewverend Jim Jones, the
. diagnosis of paranoia has been
falling on his miemory like snowflakes
in a winter storm in Syracuse. I sug-
gest that we take another look at some
of the facts reported about this Marx-
ist-Christian minister before the sor-
did truths about his behavior and
that of his followers are completely
buried beneath a blanket of psychiatric
speculations and diagnoses.

Virtually everyone who knew Jones
—amoeng them some prowinent and
presumably perceptive and intellizent
men and women—regarded him as
perfectly healthy mentally. For in-
stance, during the 1976 Carter presi-
dential campaign, Rosalynn Carter’
and Jim Jones dined together in San’
Fraucisco. Mrs. Carter, who is, as we |
know, one of Amecrica'’s foremost ex-
nerts on menial health, found no sign
of mental tllness in Jones—on the con-
trary: In March 1977, she wrote him
a letter praising his proposal to give
isedical aid to Cuba, and after the
clection she invited him to attend the
inauguration, which he did.

- That Jones was accepted as at least
“normal’” in California liberal politi-
cal cireles has by now becoine notori-
ous. That he was still widely regarded
as both mnentaily healthy and morally
admirable during the weeks and days
nnmediately preceding the massacre
is evident from the fact that a gala,
825-a-plate dinner henefit for the Peo-
pies Temple was planned in San Fran-
ciseo for Decemiber 2, 1978, Called A
Struggle Against Oppression,” the af-
fair was to feature Dick Gregory and

Tricsas S345Z, a contributing editor, wriles
a monthly column for INQUIRY, Tis most recent
busk iy The Myth of Psychotherapy.

tic

owte On Memorial Dav in 1977 (only
1% wuuths before the. Jonestown mas-
... sacec}y Jénes led a delegation of Peo-
T{ané-',-pl_csj’cin;ﬂc. nitmbers on a march onto
the Golden Gate Bridge in San Fran-
L cised, demanding that the city huild a
and politicians. It was cancelled after  syicide bacrier on the bridge.
the massacre. o In_addition to these testimonials to
Actually, in view of Jones's impres,;** J6pes’s ‘cood mental health and com-
sive record of good "psyrho'thc,rapc_u-,'"".,r}i‘é»,iic’j_;‘zhlé character, we also have the
" works, the enthusiasm of evange- word of JOH(@S?S 'pc)l-'s(mal physician

the Temple's two lawyers, Mark’
and Charles Garry, as speakers. Tt was

endorsed by 75 prominent city leacfers

listic ental healthers for hlm should ™ that the ‘minister’ wall both psychiat-
coine as no sucprise. Jones*

eured drug-. rically ng

rmal’and morally admirable.




.
Dr. Carlton Goodlett, identified as a
“prominent black doctor’ in San
Francisco who had also attended Jones
in Guyana, wld the New York Tumes:
1 was convinced that Jones was in-
volved in a brilliant experiment in
Guyana that actually put people in
better shape down there than they had
been in San Francisco.”” Even after the
massacre Dr. Goodlett offered this
psychiatric opinion—not about Junes,

safelv-deceased elient “mad ™

Mark Lane, Jones's ather lawyer
and a renowned expert on conspiracy
and paranoia, deseribed
client o the Timesas ™

his formser
aparanoid mur-
derer who, after four weeks of drug in-
jections, gave the orders that resulted
last weekend in the dearhs of Repre-
sentative Lea J. Ryano o0 The vreat
conspiracv-hunter thus sourht to ex-
oncrate Jones by arttibntng the minss
murder and suicide not onldy to ©
nola’

hut about his disenchanted followers:
“The descrters from the churel had
come te me, but they were just a
neurotic fringe.”

To say that Jim Jones was widely
regarded as mentally healthy, is in-
deed an understateuent: He was re-
garded as a brillianc healer of minds,
a great “therapist.” Many of his {ol-
lowers were former drug users. Two
survived the massacre. Once of them,
Tim Carter, told the Times he had been
“heavily involved in drugs in Califor-
nia’ and was cured by Jones. Thm's
father, Francis Carter (both of whose
5018 Were OI)UXUL: "), prawed Jones's -
treatment of drug al }
porter:

Pnr«'i'
Bt the fact
is that Lane aceepted Jones asa client
and continued to represent him, up to
the very moment of the debacle,

but also to dirues ™

[ cite all this as presumptive evi-

dence that) before the final mement,

that hf‘"__was psychotic, Their
“aoid s intellectually enipty and pat-
ently” S(‘]f-im\ m(' (Today evervone
who réads newspapus and watches
“television has been tanght that wass
murderersTarve madl) While Jones was
“alive his friends and followers did not
buse to a TTmes re- ~~regard B 4 paranoid, quite simply
Alter juining the temple “they — because they liked what he was doing.
gave up drues, hecawne rehabilitated,  Tor the Bottom line
and got better.” Odell Rhodes, '
uther survivor,

is 4 [;nnr:‘:! M-
an-
“had been a heroin ad-
dict from the Detroit ghetto. [Wlith

ic help of Jim Jones's power he had
beat heroin, he said, He feht he needed
his mentor to keep him straight.”

was a good man who suddeniy became

'nmJusL on thc day of the massacre,
Whether or

Cerazy’

not Jones had heen
*lone belore the massacre, de-
peids on the meaning one wishes
FTER THE BUTCHERT auachrothatword. However, itis now
w Guvana, Jones's followers
and fricnds were eager to dis- It is
atso elear that when his followers wepe
faced with certmn facts, they deliber-
ately louked the other wav, Consider
the following reports of Jones’s be-
havier during the period when his fol-
lowers and those
Jones as not
“superior”
— Jones insisted thatevervone call him
“dad” or “father.?”” When there was a
disagrecment in the the
members would tequilize one ane-

havior had been sordhid and evil.

miss hun as Uparanord.” Steven Jones
fost no thme diagnosing his father as
nsvehotic, an opinion he kept carefully
:o himselfl undl “dad™ was dead. Why
Jid Steven Jones think his father was
mad? Because he destroved the con-
‘entration camp that voung Jones cvi-
lently loved dearly. “He has de-
droved evervthing 've worked for,”
aid Steven Jones,

DOme of Jones’s Jawyers. Charles
Sarry, characierized the conunune as.
wtiful jewel. There s no racisim

Houtside”

merely “aormal” but

conmmune,

v other and themsehves Inrepeating the
Asim, o clitisun fsre] _ incantation, “Dad knows best. Justdao
i hum; B After the massacre, Garry — asdad etlsyouw”

.ulm(i [:}'m”\:gx}\mud this ouy —]nnuh W owile, severat mistresses,
vas stark ra_\m nad I (‘Arr\‘T)(\**md many of the
weved this before November 18, 1978, women and several of the men in the
« violated his professional rupun.\x\nl- “He told their
faccording to 'Fim Carter, an aide)
that he only did i to hielp the woman.™
— Jones claimed that he was Jesus i
could cuee

W SEXISI, DO,

“had sex’ with

connuune, hushunds
cevas s Lowyverand bis moral responsi-
Ses as oo hoan beings and o he
acluded ionly becpuse Jones finally
artied out his oftrepeated threeat of
wass murder and suicide, then Garry
casserting a platitude n declaring his

cancer.
—According o Jerry Parks, another
cult member, “Evernvone had to adinit

thuse closest 1o Jones did not believe
suhse-
qmn( conclusion th 1{j()th was para-

mad; 1 thmk he was an evil man-—and

clear that for a long time Jones's beo

“ment: Jones's supporters think that he

recarded ”

- Enelish

Clarter Administration,’

anonyrous high (

that thew were homosexual, even the
wanien. He was the only hclcroscx-
ual.”

— Scveral tines before the final buach-
ery, Jones conducted rehearsals of the
((”“"ll”n'}n cCarnaae. .
~Menbers of the comrnuae had to
turn their possessions over to Jones,
had to work like slaves, were starved
:md\w‘n-kcprrmnml'rp'nq and could
not leave the commune,

ESPITE THESE UNSA-

P vory facts (and many others

not cataloguéd here), I can-
not recall, in the thousands of words
I read about the fonestown affair, a
single commentator—journalist, poli-
tician, psychiatrist, anyone-‘charac-
_terizing the Reverend Jim' Joncs as an
evil man, Mad, insane, crazy, para-
noid, and variations on that thcmc——
that is the consensus. James Reston's

judurient of Jones was sadly. typical”
After quoting the opinion of “one of

the maost prominent members of he
" according to
whom the Lu.( stown m,\scarrv wis a
svimptom uf mass lunacy i1 an age of
e‘frr)tm(-\s > Reston d"lx\ugd the cras
ven diagnosis that liberal intelicetuals,

w ‘wn faced c-nl

with m‘tmcuvelv

Rcslon
‘nan.”

\\‘IS an

The most imammative diagnosis was
{Tered, not s surprisingly, by a psvchia-
trist. Fxplained Dr. Hmnms [ngvr—

leider, professor of [)H\(‘hlaf\"\ at the
University of C alfoenia at Los An-
veles: I believe it was the }Unqlr‘ The
imembers cot no feedback from the out-

side world. They did not réad Time
“magazine or watch the news at
Dr Alvin Poussaint, pro-

night. . .."
fessor of peychiatry at Harvard and
one of the leading black psychiatrists
in Amicriea, offered this shameful and
revealing dingnosist **We cannot in
vood canscience fault the missinn of
the rank-and-file because of the acute
paychaosis of their feader, . The hu-
manitarian experiment itself was not a
failure, the Reverend Jones was.”
CFthink we ean do berrer than that.
The evidence - dcspitc Reston and the
arter ddll\lhl'\l!‘a'
tion uﬁi(‘ia[—'mx:w sts that I(m(‘ s was
(I";’l‘.’!\'f'(.’ \()[ (Jf e Hti ({
and
C“onass lanaey.”

s eruelty cowardliness, not

words such as

proved,” “(‘rm'l" and

Tfarnish a beteer dese ription of what

*and that_
what his congregation dxs.p!ay('(i aRE

[ believe that plain ™~
“C\"il,” ndc_“
cowardly



happened aljoncst(mn than does the ey and others that they have been
Texicon of lunacy in which thuse de-__duped, which instantly rransforms
“spicable and p 1t_nuxc deeds have heen them from syeophants (aned sy mpa-
conchc-

*This instant ‘metamorphosis of Jones

thizers) into psyehodiagnaosticians,
Much could be, and should be, made
from pmph«t o ps\(‘]mlx(‘ now con-  of the carnave at Jonestowi, What |
Ceals—as did pre vmuslv the deliberate want to make out of it here is, briefly,
denial of the significance of his every- thist Access to drues entails what s
day behavior by those who knew him now simugly
—the self-evident evil that animated  How
this bestial tyrant long before his sup-
p()scd “((( :,cncranon into p.n.m(n.\
hat is the phrase used by Time maga-
zine, where Jones is deseribed as an
“Indiana-born humanitarian who de-
generated into egomania and para-
npia.” Newsweek confirms the diag-
nosis: Jones’s “mind,” we are in-
formed, “detcriorated into paranoia.”
Iobject. It is fundamentally false
and'distorting to view every gesture to
help the poor—regardless of motives,
methods, and consequences—as “hu-
manitarian.” What tyrant has not
claimed to be motivated by a desire
to help the helpless? We know only too
weil that to those hungry for power,
the prospect of “*helping” Life’s victims
presents a great temiptation; one that
complements the temptation that the
prospect of oblivion through alcohol
or drugs presents to those hungry for a
simple solution to life’s problems. That
is why these two types of persons are
drawn to each other so powerfully,
und why each regards the competent,
self-reliant person as his enemy. So
much for Jones’s “humanitarianisin.”

called “drug abuee”
indeed, could it he otherwise?
Why, then, the shocked surprise that
access to {reedom entails treedom
abuse™? Assuredly the abuse of free-
dom—like the abuse of aleohol, drugs,
food, or anv other good that nature or
hunan ingenuity provides us—is 'a
small price to pay for the houndless
benefits of freedon. That the abiuse of
frecdom entails risks to innocent per-
sons is one of the tragic facts of life.
The children murdered at Jonestown
arc a somber reminder of the avesome
power parents have over their children
—a power that, as Jonestown and other
conununal experniments have shown,
the collectivization of the family can
only amplify,

The ultimate ugly and undeni: Able
facts arc that of the 909 bodies at
Jonestown, 260 were those of children,
butchered by the peaceloving, ““hu-
manitarian” followers of the Reverend
Jones; and that, like thetr leader, these
butchers hated the open society and
“fled™ their homeland to setde 1o a
socialist country. The men and women
of Jonestown rejected iberty; it is asif
they had turned Parrek THenry's max-
i, “Give me hberty or give me

S FOR JONES'S “PARA-
§ nota,” weaccept the proveebial
wisdom that one man's meat is
another man’s poison. Similarly, we As Tor Congressinan Ryan aned his
should accept that one man’s prophet  party, they paid o heavy price for their
is another man's pnrzmoi(L_It is stui- - natvetd and miscaleutation, bat, after
ply not true t)mt Jones “degenerated~ being warned repeatedly
into parancia.” Jones was the s same
person on November 18, 1978 (the .
date of the mass murder and suicide),
-thut he'was the day before, the mun[h
before, the year | before, Jones did not
suddenly ‘change.. What did change _
suddenly was the opinion certain peo-
ple entertained and expressed about

CGive me
death vather dhan hbergy 1

allegtanee o the maxio,

about Jones-
town and after being einphaticatly dis-
invited by the inhabitants, their at-
temipt to “liberate” would -be defectors
without adequate anns was as ill-
_advised as would be an attemipt to
seale the Alps without proper shoes or
clothing. When Congressman Ryan
Jinsisted on staging his inspection-inva-

him, -~ sion to foist on them the Biberty they

What we need, then, is not so inuch
an explanation of what happened in
Junestown, which is clear enough, but
rather an explanation of the explana-
tuns of the carnage that the purveyors
of conventional wisdom have oftered
us. Briefly put, such a metaexplanation
might state that paranovia in a dead
and dishonored “cult” leaderis caused  “love” means “hate™  Dwill take care
in the sudden realization of his follow- ol you”” means T will kil you.” i

loathed, the Jonestown patriots proved
that they had the courage of their con-
victions. The point is not merely that
actions speak londer than words, which
15 obvious cnough it is rather that in
the hase rhetoric of butehers—regard-
less of whether they come garbied s
priests, politicians, or physiciang—

death? on its head, and had sworn .

JOLLKOTKIN &
DOROTITY 7. SAMUELS

FZ »eﬂf@y* reegeiness
Fecisited

FTER SEVERAL TEARS
of lying low, ducking the fire of
rongressional committees and

citizéns’ groups, the federal govern-

ment's drug enforcement officials are
up to their old tricks again,

~ Back in the davs of Nixon, as Ed-

ward Jay Epstein showed in his hook,

Agercy of Fear, the administration and

the natiun's top nares helped devise

and carry out the infamous *

drugs,”

war on
complete with stormtrooper-
style raids on innocent families and
other abuses of domestic civil liberties,
Stirring up a nationwide heroin scare,
then exploiting the public’s dread of
ddrugs to consolidate power, Nixon's
drug oflicials built a network of agents
bevond constitntional control.
\mv the Justice Departinent’s Drug
Foforeoment  Adpninistration (I)LA),
the buresneratic ollspring of Nixon's
campaign against drugs, has launched
an offensive against marijnana. In a
speech lasi fall before the International
Association of Chiels of Police in New
York City, pEa chiel Peter Bensinger
fired the upvmm: shot in this new hat-
tle, making various misleading claims
almut the “real perils of marijuana
smoking.” Te was just the first thrust of
a concerted drive-to reverse the trend
toward decriminalization and even-
tual legs dization of the country’s favor-
e weed, and o build pohtlcal sup-
port for stiffer deng penalties and, not
incidentally, the pea empire.
Bensinger’s assertions about the
hcalth risks of mm'ijuana, which were

7()r L Ro YTAL ¥, a Las dAngelec-based
reporter for the \\ ashington Post, is writing
a norel for Bantarn Beoks. DoroTur J.
SAMUELS, « New Vork atioruey, {5 executive
director of the Commiltee for Public Justice,
a nattoral  civil ltherlies organtZation.
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The trouble with the word “insan-
iy is that it has never been a medi-
cal or scientific word, but purely a
jegal one. The way the law is worded
in any particular state doefines the
condition, and up 10 nNOW N UNANi-
mously satisfactory  defimition has
been found.

Is @ man who kills and buries a
score of youths “sane” or “imnsane?
We might sav that anyone who could
bring himsclf 10 do this is per se
nsane; . on the other hand, we might
say that the cunning and dehberation
indicated he wos sane.

How do we tesolve this? There is
ng-way out of this true dilemma, ex
cept by escaping through the horns,
And that is by creating another cate-
gory, @ tertium quid, as the ancient
philosophers put it, calied “‘moral in-
sanity.” T have long advocated such a
cliass of offenses,

For instance, was Hitler sane or
nsane? On one level, he suffered
from paranoia and megalemania, ac-
companied by hyvsteria and melancho-
}ia. But should he huve been acquitied
of his crimes, and adjudged “men-
wlly incapable’™ because of these per-
sonality defects?

He wus also a wicked man, by any
standard  you care (0 use — not
merely in what he did 0 his professed
enemics but i what he did to Germa-
my. to his own people, deluded und
mesnierized by him.

People like him  suffer f{rom
“moral insanity™ as well as whatever
mental quirks they may possess. Othe
ers are not real (o them, others exist
only 1o be used, manipulated or dis-
pesed of, in pursult of some obscure
egocentric goul,

Most heinous criminals, whether
leaders of pangs or of nations, possess
this enormous bhind spot, They are
not - lunatics in any clinicul sense of
the word, in that they function well
and often brilliantdy; but they ure
cracked and disjointed in their area of
sympathy for their fellow creatures,
driven by the need to dominute and
dostroy,

A muss-murderer @5 crazy o do
what he does, but pot cracy i the woy
he does it or conceals it or manages
to live with it anti! he is discovered or
dopused. Stalin, as well us Hider, pos-
sessed this kind of moral insunity 1o
wurd anyone he felt was in his woyv.
Most despots are merely oriminuis in

THE FAMILY CIRQUS

Sydney Harris

A new class of insanity
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Whitetai! man dies
in Sunday aecident

HELENA (APY = Jimmy R. Juhn-
“son, 19, of the Duniels County commu-
aity of Whitetail, was killed earhy
Sunday in a ong-car rulfover on fnter-
siate 13 just cast of the Helena ciiy
mits.

Lewis & Clark County Coroner
Micky Nelson suid Johnsim was alone
in the car when he appurently lost
comtrol. The vehicie rolled several
nimes and wound up in the median be-
tween the lanes of the highway, Nel-
son said.

Johnson wus dan drrman stationed
at Malmstrom Air Force Buse, Nelson
said.

The death was the $4th on Montana
mads this year, compared with 8t
through March 12, 1978

Tapes on market

ROCKY EBOY — Two new tapes

originating on the Rocky Boy Reser-
vation have been released by Canyon
Records of Phoonix, Ariz,
,  One is by “The Parker Singers,
consisting, of 12 powwow scngs of the
Chippowa-Creek Tribe. This ts fhe
wroun’s second  album for Canyon
Records.

The Parker Singers arc mombers
of the Stending Rock family — Videl,
Dovye, Kenny and Russell.

The second, “Poyote Songs from
Rocky Boy,” s a coflection of 10
pevate sets, made up of 40 songs. It is
s to he the first pevote atbum by
an indian group from this regon.

”»
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SVOVOUTTE Eningr 1o cut laxes as
erervone’'s budpet.” says Mennfian
“But when you get here you find ou

i's mot quite as easily done as all—~—
that, ftU's ruther hard for me as g, -

member of the Appropriations Coms -
mittce 10 take @ pen and just wipe o

Ceppinvees Ut sre new on boerd fud

1t of these areas”
This is Menabuan's first session o

— the  Anpropriations Comnuttee Qg

450 on (e Lobor Commirtes, He hg

_previotisiy served on Livestock an

———

Helena Capita-

HELINA (AP) ~ The controve
sl bk *Our Budies, Qurselve
witl remain in the Capitad High Scbr
Library an a restricted-use basis,

The Helena District 1 trustewes ¢
cided over the weekend that the ba
shoeuld be avaiiable 1o students for v
as 4 resource or reference book or
at thewritten direction of a teacher.
counselor and only afier the studernr
parents have ghven approval fur »

Roundup flooding
conirolied for noy

ROUNDUP (AP) — Fur now,
fiond situation in Roundup appear: -
have stabilized, but spring-like 7
peratures could cause additiona!;{
jimming along the Musselshell R
with additional high water, Mu:
shell County officiuls say.

A sherdf’s department spokes
said Sunduy that the situation “he
worsened, thank God,' but floc
continued i portions of the cow
nity, Ice jamming up in the ~
backed water gver stream hanks. |

The Montana Highway Depart?
satd traffic had resumed ulong U’
and U.S. §7 through Roundup w'
shart detour buf about three inct
water eontinued o flow acros:
roadway.

Some of the estimated 200
piaced persons were tryimng to s
to their houses where possibie.

The fleoding was the warst ev
ported m the arca, although sy
ant damage was causaed by high
iy 1T,

Same residents had o boil
domestic drinking water supph
G of possible well-water co
wition.

76,
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SYRACUSE N.Y. — Kerwin ShaWw ol
Fort Shaw was acquitted of murdering
his father with a shovel in 1973 because
of mental disease or defect. He was
,released two weeks ago from the state

mentz! hospital by Great Falls Judge -

Joel Roth on the opinion of three
Montana psychiatrists that he is no
longer dangerous.

It happens ell the time — declara-
tions by psychiatrists that a killer was
not responsible for his deed,”and de-
clarations by psychiatrists that killers
“*won't do it again.”

But there's a schoo! of thought that
the psychiatrists who make such de-
clarations are themselves criminals -

that *“‘they are destroyers of American .
law &nd American morality because

they have no business doing it.”

That quote Is from a psychiatrist:
Dr. Thomas Szasz, one of the maost
articulate and published spokesmen
for the thinking that legal psychiatry is
“a complete fraud.”

Dr. Szasz consented to an interview
trom the State University of New York
at Syracuse, where he is a professor of
psychiatry.

Why don’t you think psychlatrists
should declare & person no longer
dacgerous? 1 asked with a touch of
dlsbeuer in my voice.

“For the same reason you wou!dn
think priests should, would you?”. .

No, | replied, not really wanung to
become the interviewee, .

“Why not?” Dr. Szasz pumupd

Well, they're not qualified to, I sald.

“What qualifles .a priest?” he
continued. ]

1 don’t know.

“Well, I've answered your question,

pl

; i F rank A&ams
Ee &,E Ef;uy@ﬁé Irys

People used 1o think a priest krew the -

soul of people — he knew who went to
heaven and who didn't. 1 use the
analogy in my writings — I've been
writing about this 25 years — because
psychiatrists are very much a modern
priesthood. Priests know céertain
things, but they certainly don't know
who will go to heaven. A psychiatrist
knows some things, but he certainly
doesn't know who's golng to kill.
snmeone. They cen give scmecne &

and maybe make him feel better by

. analyzing his feelings and so cn. But

they cannot make this kind of
judi¢ial-polttical determination.”

SuLy 74

fraud’

‘“‘How many thousands, perhaps
hundreds of thousands, perhaps mil-
lions of dollars of taxpayers’ money
hasg already been spent in New York
state on examining Son of Sam? What
are they looking for, the psychiatrists?
I'm a psychiatrist, end I can tell you
that psychiatrists who do this gre out
and cul Mars. Crcoks. Right out of
Barntrn and Bailey: @ eucker s born
every day. Now the Awmerican peo-

: pIe are the suckers. The taxpayers.
tranquilizer, they can talk to somebody .

Same thing in Patty Hearst. All these
tamous cas% cae aiter the other.”

. Do you thiak there aro coses where i

- persen la mentally §il or carezgad or

;. something end what be does, Y be kills

Do you think psychiatrizts B:'”:.M
stay out of the crimmo!oéy field
altogether? My feeling is much
stronger about it: [ think psychiatrism
should rot stay out of it, they ghould
not be allowed in. A priest could net go.

~ to court and say ‘I know who Is dan-

gerous and who |sn't.” It is the
legislatures which legititimize psy-
chiatrists as experts.”

The present practice of psychiatry in -

the courtroom Is a scientific and

medical replacement for the ¢oncept of |

demon possession, says Szasz. “The
inquisitors or priests used to go snd
explain to people who was possessed

: and who wasn't. And this is g complete -

duplication. (Ong of Szasz’ many books
is descriptively titled “The Manufac-
ture of Madness; a Comparative Study

- of the Inquisition. and the MemaL

Health Movement.”)

‘“But you can't go 1o the court and
say you're possessed by-the Devil. But
you can go to court and say you're
possessed by schizophrenia. It 52
complete fraud.

somohody or whatsver, Ba's ool e~
gponsibie for it and gheuldn't be
punished? “Mo, | don't Belizve that

either.” Why £st? “Because peopie do
oertam things Yecause he wants to do
tham. I mean, 1 don't belleve in mental
filness, 1 don't belleve in the whole ™
mythology of psychiatry. I only belleve
that people do certain things which is
well explained by Shakespeare or
lark Twain or common sense.” * -

i your views were widely zdepled,
there wouldn’t be aay psychiatry,

ould there? “That’s correct, as we
know it. But that doesn't mean there
wouldn’t be any healing of pemisz who

‘are {n trouble. The inquisition has
- dizappeared, but Christianfty hasn't
‘disappeared. There is e plece for

helping people who have trouble. That
is, taiking, or drugs, or whatever {t is

-'u'ey want voluntarily to have done. But

psychlatry as [ see {t would comple-
tely disappear because obviously you
couldn’t have all thie legal psychiatry
and you couldn’t have any {nvoluntary
psychiatry. In other words, you
couldn’t have any mental hosphalize-
tlon 4zzinst a2 person's will -~ com-
m!tmem and all that.”

But very lew u:h!wp!-m!cs sbﬁ*x up
at the hospital on thelr own, don”t
they? “Now we are coming (0 the gist
of it. You see, there Is no schizophren-
ta. There are only people who ere
called schizophrenics, and some of
them don’t bother anvbody. In my

- various books | have documented that

there is hardly a famous person who
has not been called schizophrenic by
people who don't like them. Very often

a ‘schizophrenic’ is someone who does
bad thines. like San Af Bome oo -
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SYRACUSE. NY. ~ Kerwin Shaw of
Fort Shaw was acquitted of murdering
his father with a shovel in 1973 because
of mental disease or defect. He was
,released two weeks ogo from the state
mental hospital by Great Falls Judge
Joel Roth on the opinion of three
Montana psychiatrists that he {3 no
longer dangerous.

it happens ell the time ~ dcclara-
tions by psyciatrists that a killer was
not responsible for his deed, and de-
clarations by psychiatrists that killers
“‘won’t do it again.”

But there's a school of thought that
the psychiatrists who make such de-
claratjons are themselives criminals —

that *“they are destroyers of American

law and Americun morailty because
they have no business doing 1t.>

Thst quote is from 2 psychiatrist:
Dr. Thomas Szasz, one of the most
articulate and published spukesmen
for the thinking that lega! psychiatry is
*g complete fraud.”

Dr. Szasz consented to an interview
from the State University of New York
at Syracuse, where he is a professor of
psychiatry.

Why don’t you think psychiatrists
should declare & person nwo longer
dangercus? | asked with a touch of
disbelie! in my veice.

*“For the same reason you wou%ch t
think priests should, would you?”

No, | replied, not really wanting to
become the interviewee,

*“Why not?" Dr. Szasz pursued.

Well, they're nat qualificd o, 1 said.

“What quelifies .a priest?” he
continued.

{ don't know.

“Weil, I've answered your guestion.
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Peoplz used to think a priest knew the
soul of peeple — he knew who went to
heaven and who dida‘t. 1 use the
analogy in my writings — I've been
writing about this 23 years — because
psychiatrists are very much a meodern
priesthood. Priests know certain
things, hut they certalnly don‘t know
who wilt gn to heaven. A psychlatrist
knows some things, but he certelnly”
doesn't know who's going to kill
someane, They can glve somezong g
tranguilizer, they can talk (g somebody .
and maybe make him feo} bettor by
analyzing hls feelings and s0 an. Bt
they cannot make this Hﬁd_ of
judictal-poiltical determination.”

Do yen think psychiatrists thou
stay out of the criminoie gy told
altegether? "'My {e«lmg {3 muc
strenger about itz [ think psychiatrisis
should not stay out of it, they ehoul ﬁ
not be allowed in. A priest could net 50
to court ard say ‘i know who is dan-
gerous and who lsn't.” It s the
legislatures which legititimize psy-
chiatrists as experts.”

The present prectice of psychlatry in
the courtroom Is a scientlfic and

Hri:..:'a.

medical replucement for the oncept of

demon possession, says Szasz, *The
inquisitors or priests used to go and
explain to people who was possessed

and whg wasn't. And this is a complete -

duplication. (Ong of Szusz’ many bocks
Is descriptively titied “The Manufac-
ture of Modress; 2 Cnmp irathve Study
of the Inquisitlon and the memaL
Health Movement.”}

“But you can't go to the court aﬂd
say you're possessed by the Devil. But
you can go to court and say you're
possessed by schizophrenia. I! s e
complete fraud.

opirion iz men .L!j Hl o earaag

i
1
g’ .Ai\. &.QA

*How many thousands, per!ps
hundreds of thousands, perhaps mil-
lions of dollars of taxpayers’ milcy
has already boen spent In New rk
State gn examining Son of Sam?
cre they looking for, the p-cychnatris(s’
I'm a psychiatrist, and { can telUfilou
thet psiehiatrists who do this a L
ard out lars. Crooks. Riam cf
Earnum and Bailey: & sucker is born
every day. Now the American gijo-

o pie @re the suckers. The taxpa

Same thing In Patty Hearst, Al ume
famous cazel, ong after the other.™

[
reere cages whelll d
ot
romeiing 2od wiat Ra dane, U be kills
:,rz.:‘*mj or whatover, ha's

i
smsasizio fer W ead cheyidn’ E
wumiskag? “Mo, 1 don't belleve t
either,” Fhy 0?7 “Because peopde do
certain things Cecause g want 3
them. l-rea’! I don't believe h‘a;
{iiness, [ den't believe tn the a

mytho! ogy of psychiatry. [ anly believe
that people €0 cerigin things wh k‘:i

Do you think tasre

well explained by Shakeaps.ar
Mark Twaln or common sense.”

I your views werg widely ados%gd,
there woulds't be ony psycMz 'y

<ald thare? “That's correct, as @i
know {t. But that doesn’t mean there
are in trouble. The inquisition
disappeared, but Chrisdanity ha
disappenred. There is a place far
hetpm" peopie who have trouble. T&L

»wc:?dn't be any healing of peoplaj

ts, talking, or drugs, or whataver {
‘they want vo!umari!y 16 have done
psychiatry as [ see it would comple-
teiv d!senpoar bccaufe cbvigusly

widn't have all this legal psychia

erd you couldn't have any invo! unts
puychlatry. In cother words, you

couldn’t have any mental hospitallze-
tion dgzalnst a person’'s will — ¢o
mitment and ati that."

Eu very few wohizophrentcs show up
at ihc hospltal cn their ewn, éo
they? "'Now we are coming to tha g
of it. You see, there {s 6o schizop
fa. Therc are only people wh!
calted achizophrenics, and goma
therm don't bother anybedy. In u‘l
various books | hava documented 1h®
there is hardly a famous person who
has not been called schizophrenic
people who doa’t ke them. Very Od{g
a 'sthizaphrenic’ iz someone who
bdd thinps ik Cam wf £ -
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The
psychicelrist
as accomplice

VINCESORLD AR 1 PSYCIIL-

metneak:

now praised by Western mteliecnads
and jJourabises as the scienuhe applica-
Hons o tmane pavehiatey, Inoan
opinion these two sets of acis are SYMi-

In the one, the pavehiaise.

Aets as an accessory to what—riorally

Dy an ndivichual,

speaking-—:v acrime by the state; in the
other, he an
what—mnedly speaking—is a4 crime,
since kill-

acts as ACECSSOTY o

Maovcover,

Sing an innocent person is agraver of-

sty has had an exceedingly good
prcss especially in the Uniied

States. A combination of physician and
priest, the psychiatrist, it seemed, could

do no wrong. He dealt with the most

“difficult™ patients and even if us meth-
ods were sometimes “hcroic," his aim
was always “therapeutic,”

In the last few vears, especially when
fooking at Russian psychiatry, the press
has discarded its rose-calored elasses.
The fact that, in the United States, psy-
chiatrists not only do the same things
ther colleagues in Russin do, bhut,
addition,
ate individuals who have killed aher,
muocent individuals, scems so far

systematically act to exoner-

{t»
have escaped the attention of civid hiber-
tarians and journalists.

There are countless wavs 1o which
psychiairy may be ™ T AWh -
spect W incarceration, psychiatry mnay
be abused in two ways: by inculpating
the munocent and by c\;vulp'uimv thit
guilty. For example, when o “mentadly
healthy™ dissident is diagnosed as
schizophrenic and committed o a men-
tal hospital 1n Russia, we have an in-

abused.

stanee ol the psychiatric incudpation of

At inocend person sy pernanently -
sane. Sach acts are now condemmned by
Western intellectuals and journalises as
the psychiatric abuses of a wnaliarian
government. When, onthe other Tund,
A so-vadted mad kilter s dingnosed as
sutfering from sonie foem ot meatal il
ness and is acquitted by reason ot insan-

~the subsequent tnial of his killer iHus-

\

\,

ity in America, we have an instance of

the psychiatric exculpation of a person
as 1empararily insane. Suchoacts are

D1 NEAZ w ontrihuiing edtionr aaito
a weonlhly (odumin Jur /\((I URY iy mead
The Myth of Psychodoragn

tront hook

fense than unprisoning hun, the Ameri-
can pavchiest who helps o acguit g
killer as nor guilty by reason of insanity
should be regarded as having commit-
than
his Russian colleague who helpsoo -
prison” innocent
schizophrenie,

wd & graver “psychiamc abuge”

an person as a

_Lnu

T AT e e,

E’» 4 7 1Y WAS BVANS KILLED?
/é’ Why was Torsney acquitee 12
P/ : The shiooting ok place
shovts hetore nodmght, when Otlices
Torey and s partones answered g
redivreportofan anmed tan inan Fast
New York howsi decelopment where
voung B lived with his family, As
the ']«-ﬂ the building,
Forsney was dpplnd(h(d by the boy
and five others. Ace ording to the New
York “Young Fvans paused to
speak to Othicer Torsney, who pulled
his wan from his bholster_and shot the
bov ins the headd He dud several hours

pobhvemen

'I, AN

.

\I{huugh lnrsnu clatmed that he
acied in sell-defense, his le gal defense
vars that “he was'ing e becanse of an
epileptic psye i.unnmn S uuu' sullered
at the time of the crime.” The $2- -year-
old pnh((‘nmn nad no record of any
provious epile; )_;xu attacks. Unul the
hemicide, accarding to police persou-
el files,

Torsney “hagd never fired his

guy, had wn unblemished record, and

The deatls of Randolph Evigns ‘.Un{."';.;a““.i yi_signs ofeppotional handicap.”

trate a typrcally American psyvehiatric
abuse. Tis pmﬂ‘ﬂ\;ilm‘ll acceptance and
pof subar approvad ilustrate that Ameri-
cans love theis own abuses™ of psyehi-
atry {which, oFcourse, they regard as irs
Tproper ases Ty oat leastas minch as he
Russtans lave dheirs. R

Rindolph !".'L;m.\ wats o black )‘:nl:!)l

" On the witness stand, the policeman

testifierd that he had shot Evans “afier
he saw the boy reach into his wanx(l).xnd
Horwhatsppeared’ tohea gun.’
wis Tound and

"Nogun
none was seen by
\\i[!!l‘\\':.\'.

ol

o mahtuan a defense nsanity,

L theaceused needs a psyehiatrist o sup-

port the ditmedodetense by means of

1 Cor
Y who q
§ are, morally spealing,
{ accomplices (o the talking
@f e tnnocent !

Tt 3 e;ﬂ-ﬁavfsm' Mﬁ;
seel (o exenerate Lillers

it

aﬁ?

e

pote)

T

who lived in Humh’n;()n 'l'h.mlxu\ -
ing Dav in 2976 when be was 15 vears
oldd, Jie was shor and killed by aowhite
pohicenan taened Rober 11,
Oheer Porviey was charded with
murder while on dumy. He pleaded -
sanity. On December 1, 1977, an wdl-
white jury acquitted Torsuey as net
guilty by reason of insanite

Yorsney,

To my

knowledge 156 reporter, no politi e

nocral heriar Lo, dotesie o forenm,

has ((\'m sl the

‘l'nl\'nt"\ \t'!(}it { s

anothierionstanoe of the Norevicancaahuse

of (i.\_\(’hi‘tll\.

i v . .
expest testimony, Torsney had such o
psvehbitristin the pevson of Dre, Daniel
Schwarts, ehaef ol forensue pvehieva
Ry County Medical Center (who
had carber tesafied that David Berke-
witz, otherwise known as the Son of
Satu, was so ln/nphnnn and was psv-

Cehimrically untic o seind teial). Dr.

Srhwnntz lent his prestige and persina-
stve posvers tothe task oFconvineing the
Juts u'c;ni( Forsian s Notondy did e

1

("";IH HUEA lul\ u \ \HH\H\‘ fromn [13h -

chnnintor epile [)m. bt adso that the

poodicenm h.ul’/l\m! i attack the
L //, . /l
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moment of the shooting, that the shoot-
g was the resule of the epilepsy, and
that Torsney “acted automatically wnd
sultered from organically caused
aminesia.”

{tis, of course, the task of the prose-
cution o demolish such psychinic
clatms, Tty vase, however, the pros:
cuution calied onapsyehiauist who he-
Heves that virtoadly everyone is men-
wallhv il Do Herbert Spreael chiniend
professor of pavehiatey e the Columbia
University College of Physicians and
Surgeons and aowell-known “hypaoo-
tst, testibied tHat the pohornm sl
wred from hvstertcal dissociaton, an
crnational rather than an organic dis-
order that is not categorizable as legal
insam, I

Fhe juige gove the jury o choiee
among tive possible verdicns: second-

Mrst-degree man-

degree murde
Javchrer mitgatdd by extreme emo-

. .
tenal disturbhande, second-degree

snshaughter, notguilty by reasor? of

samt o deilSdetense, The jury
hrought wr o verdict of not guilty by
veason ol sty

Torsnev has breicordered contined

for observation for o0 duvs ina facility
ol the State Mental Hagtene Depaoge
ment to determine whether he is i
“danger o bimsell or o the commune-
niny.” According 1o the Newe York Times,
hecause Tormsey’s Uinsantte had a
speatfic organic cause,” he may retire
from the police foree ona tol! mediead

disadaliny pension.

N F TS SER A FOoR

henselves. Randolph Fuoans,

R i:‘)-}n<||~4-l|| hiack, 1s Killed by
Gowhire policeman Lol miierous
witniessesc Phe bithng was vapiovoked,
alact L lll\ RY kl»«)\‘.lr'r}gw‘tl 1):\' the de-
fendant’s own msoniny plea (wloch ime-
phes that, bat for s ableeed insamny
he would be gats of the killing), A
whitte psyeliatest testifies o the de-
fense that Robert Torsney was Vle-
wallyv” inx.;n@ at the tine of the otfense;
another white ps}('hi.(lri\! testifies fon
the prosecition that Torsney was il
legallv™ tnsane, Fudhy, oo white jury
aequity "I’(rl'mri('y. boaving the un-
provoked kithing of aninnocent person
unpunished. T hold my tellow psyelaa-
trists fargely responsible dor this stal.

Pornand sedtiol desrmienion of aw and
prentic e

Serchs, et beast, s the message T draw
frems these faors, When T say that Vthe
ety ,\'p:'.:k for themselves, ™ T speak, of
course, nctaphonicallv, Faos don't
spreah, ands peisans do, Wit then, da
ather puycbiatints hear when tistening
to these Lwets!” Remarking on this same
case, as well as on several other recent
cases of “trving the mad” —such as
that of the: Michigan woman, also ac-
auitted as notguilty by reason of insan-
tty, whe killed her hushand by pouring
gasoline on him while he was sleeping
and then setting him on fire—Atan A.
Stone, praofessor of law and psychiatry
at Hurvard University, comes to a -
tally ditierent conclusion. “*Reading
about these developinents,” he writes
in the New York Times, *"the public
seems o get angry at psychiatry and
psvohiatrises. Yet the current situation
15 the work of jadges, lawyers, and legis-
lators: psyohiatrists play a minor if
imept role.”

Although partly true, such 2 judg-
et exoterues psychiarists of are-
sponsibiiite that is, in my opinjon,
whally thers—=dhat is, the responsibal-
ity for supperting the nsanity defense,
Let us aguin vecall in this connecion
the accovations new so fashionably
leveled againse Rissian ;’.:‘y(‘hinn"is:'s
for abiasiog thelr profession.” Dr
Stone has nor, to v knowledyge, de-
fendal these Soviet ‘;myr}‘liu!rist; by
clmiing thay they “play a minor if
vepl rofe’ in e arceyating, dissidents
i madhouses, Why not? Surely, be-
carse of the dilferences between Soviet
and Americar sociciies, such an excuse
would be more valid for Rusaian psy-
chiatrists than for American psychia-
tri=ts. Why, then, shonld we aecept
Stone’s plew of }nc:pme-r;s o behall off
s colleas s, the tue wature of whose

deeds s beeoming increasingdyv difficult

¥

to dispuise .

A subanicthat the conrtrasm paychia-
it wha weeks to exonerate a killer of
responsibiliny, for his act 15, from a
roral pomt of view, an accomplice to
the wct of tiking an fnnocent life, Py-
chitists choose whether o testify in
COUTL Of net, just as people choose
whether to kil or not. Psychiatrists whe
awd and abet the insaniry defense are no
more nept than their aceomphices are
msane. Instead of calling such acts
eept or sane, we oughi o cadl them
wic hed and tnmored Notundl we doso
wall cur homes and stieets be safe from
crisninabs, and oue Low s and courts from
pavehiniisia, 4

U
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