
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
FINANCE AND CLAIMS COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 1 4 ,  1979 

T ~ E  s i x t e e n t h  mee t ing  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  and Cla ims C o . m i t t e r  
m e t  i n  room 108 a t  11 a.m. i n  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  on t h e  
above d a t e .  

ROLL CALL: A l l  members p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  S e n a t o r s  S t o r y  and Lockrem. 

A Quorum b r i n g  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  mee t ing  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by 
Chairman, S e n a t o r  H i m s l  a t  11:04 a.m. 

COSIDEFATIOM O F  HOUSZ BILL 372: S e n a t o r  H i m s l  s a i d  t h a t  w e  had - 
h e a r d  S e n a t s  B i l l  372  b e f o r e ,  b u t  t h e r e  was some q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  
t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  b i l l .  H e  handed o u t  some s h e e t s ,  t h e  t o p  o n e  
bening one  t h a t  M r .  Stocl:ton, OSPI, had p r e p a r e d ,  and t h e  second 
t h a t  M r .  Haro ld  K a n s i e r  f r ~ m  t h e  employment d i v i s i o n  had worked 
o u t  f o r  him, and he e x p l a i n e d  what h e  had l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  b i l l .  
S h e e t s  a r e  a t t a c h e d  a s  e x h i b i t s .  

S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  s a i d  t h a t  i n  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  b e f o r e  t h e  c o ~ m i t t e e  
i t  had been ment ioned t h a t  i f  t h e  b i l l  goes  t h r o u g h  it s h o u l d  
be anended t o  havc  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e ,  J a n u a r y  1, 1 9 8 0 .  

S e n a t o r  Smith  asked  i f  t h i s  was n o t  the same t h i n g  t h a t  was 
p a s s e d  t w o  y e a r s  a g o ,  and S e n a t o r  Reyan, s a i d  t h a t  was i n  r e g a r d  
t o  t h e  t e a c h e r s .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  bus d r i v e r s ,  j a n i t o r s ,  e tc .  

S e n a t o r  A k l e s t a d  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  t o p  s h e e t  which s a i d  i t  would 
a f f e c t  t h e  l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .  S e n a t o r  H i m s l  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  
b l r .  S t o c k t o n  had d o n e r t h i s  s h e e t ,  had had it checked ,  and  de-  
c i d e d  t h e r e  w a s  a n  e r r o r  i n  it, and t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  t h e  e f f e c t  
of  t h e  b i l l .  

DISPOSITION OF SENATE B I L L  3 7 2 :  Motion by S e n a t o r  E t c h a r t  t o  
amend t h e  b i l l  t o  make a n  e f f e c t i v e  date J a n u a r y  1, 1 9 8 0 .  It  
was v o t e d  and passed .  MOTION by S e n a t o r  Fasbender  t h a t  S E  372  
A S  APIENDED, DO BE CONCURRED I N .  Voted and p a s s e d .  S e n a t o r  Lowe 
t o  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l .  

CONSIDERATION O F  HOUSE RILL 771: S e n a t o r  Regan s a i d  s h e  had 
worked t h e  subcorrmit tee t h a t  had t h e  SRS budge t ,  and s h e  had 
scme r e a l  problems w i t h  t h e  b i l l .  1. I t  i s  r i g h t f u l l y  t h e  dec- 
i s i o n  of t h e  d i r e c t o r  of SRS t o  a d m i n i s t e r  h i s  programs a s  h e  
s e e s  f i t ,  and 2 .  Those o f  u s  who were on the i n t e r i m  f i n a n c e  
t r i e d  t o  g i v e  p r i o r i t i e s  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  s y s t e ~ .  T h a t  went  
t o  c o u r t ,  and y e t  we a r e  t r y i n g  a n o t h e r  branch of government  
t h e  same way. I t  seems t o  mz w e  s h o u l d  s e t  t h e  g e n e r a l  g u i d e  
l i n e s  p e r h a p s ,  and t h e n  l e a v e  i t  up t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  t o  20 
the job he's h i r e d  f o r .  

Senator Fasbender  s a i d  h e  s y n p a t h i z e d  w i t h  t h e  problem,  t h e r e  
s i l o u l d  be s o w  way t h e  dt?partrr,ent c o u l d  s i t  sown and work it 
out s a y i n s  h e r c  are t h n  p r i o r i t i e s ,  c t c .  i f  t h e y  ;.,ere set an? 
then written i n t o  t-he law, wouli? t h i s  :-:o.lve it for bin? 
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S e n a t o r  Regan: T h i s  might  g i v e  him t h e  k i n d  o f  power he m i g h t  
need t o  keep him o u t  o f  c o u r t .  

S e n a t o r  A k l e s t a d  a s k e d  i f  we d o n ' t  g i v e  h i m  t h e s e  powers now, and  
S e n a t o r  H i m s l  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  a f t e r  w e  g g  home, h e  has  t o  set  t h e  
p o l i c y  programs up. 

D i s c u s s i o n  was h e l d  on s e t t i n g  p r i o r i t i e s ,  and i f  it would a d d r e s s  
t h e  problcm,  and Senator M i r n s l  asked if t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was r e a l l y  
c a p a b l e  of  d o i n g  t h i s .  H e  was concerned  over who would s e t  them. 

Senator Regan s a i d  s h e  would l i k e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  s h e  h a v e  a 
c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  K e i t h  Colbo,  i l i r e c t o r  of S R S ,  and t r y  t o  work 
o u t  sane amendment t o  t h e  b i l l  t h a t  would he s a t i s f a c t o r y .  T h i s  
w a s  a g r e e a b l e  t o  t h e  ~ o n u i ~ i t t e e ,  and  House B i l l  771 w a s  l e f t  i n  
conunit tee t o  w a i t  for more i n f o r n a t i o n .  

The meet ing  a d j o u r n e d  a t  11:58 a . m .  

S e n a t o r  fiirnsl , Cha-;'1qan B a, 
%* 
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