
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
TAXATION COI4PIITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SSNATE 

March 1 4 ,  1979 

The f o r t y - e i g h t h  meeting of t h e  committee 'was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  
on t h e  above d a t e  i n  Room 415 of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Bu i ld ing  f o r  an 
e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  Chairman Turnage p r e s i d i n g .  

ROLL CALL: Ro l l  c e l l  found a l l  t h e  members p r e s e n t .  

Chairman Turnage announced t o  t h e  committee t h e  g a s  t a x  b i l l s  
i n  t h e  committee and asked t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  about  moving o u t  one o r  
more of t h e  b i l l s ,  amendments, and such.  S e n a t o r  Towe s a i d  h i s  
b i l l ,  SB402, is based on popu la t ion  and Sena to r  Watt s a i d  h i s  g a s  
t a x  b i l l ,  SB324 i s  d i v i d e d ,  p o r t i o n  t o  S t a t e  Highway Departrr-ent and 
p o r t i o n  t o  c o u n t i e s .  The committee a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  HB63 which p u t s  
16 t a x  s t a t e w i d e  and would r a i s e  about  $11  m i l l i o n  p e r  y e a r ,  t h i s  
amount t o  go towards completion of t h e  i n t e r e s t a t e  highways i n  t h e  
S tZ te .  

I t  was brought  o u t  du r ing  ensu ing  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  r ep re sen ta -  
t i v e s  had t e s t i f i e d  a t  t h e  hea r ing  f o r  HE63 t h a t  a number of e a s t e r n  
s t a t e s  had ' s a t  o n t  some of  t h e  matching f e d e r a l  funds ,  f r e e z i n g  
them u n t i l  t h e y  could  match them. The funds  had been r e l e a s e d  by 
Congress and t h u s ,  a d d i t i o n a l  f e d e r a l  funds were a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  

r western s t a t e s ,  i f  t hey  had t h e  1 f o r  1 0  matching d o l l a r s .  Discus- 1 
s i o n  on t h e  m e r i t s  of t h e  t h r e e  b i l l s  con t inued  and t h e  committee 
op ted  t o  go w i t h  HB63. 

Sena to r  Goodover Moved HB63 Be Concurred In .  Motion c a r r i e d  
on a 7-5 r o l l  c a l l  v o t e .  

Sena to r  Watt t h e n  Moved t o  Reconsider their action on SB358  
which was vo ted  and t i e d  and remained i n  t h e  committee. 

The committee sugges ted  amending t h e  b i l l  so  the people  could  
vo te  on t h e  s p e c i a l  gas  t a x .  They tilso discussed taking the s t a t e  o u t  
of SB324. Sena to r  Towe moved t o  Amend t h e  b i l l ,  t o  l e t  t h e  lg! 
t a x  be d i v i d e d  between c i t i e s  and c o u n t i e s  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  formu- 
l a  t h a t  i s  a l r e a d y  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  body of  t h e  b i l l .  

Sena to r  Watt t h e c  Moved SB324 A s  Amended, Do P a s s .  Motion 
f a i l e d  on a 9-3 r o l l  c a l l  v o t e .  Without o b j e c t i o n  the  c o m i i t t e e  
voted t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  v o t e  and Table  t h e  B i l l  by t h e  9-3 margin. 

Motion C a r r i e d  t o  Table  SB324; vo te  was 9-3. 

Following a d d i t i o n a l  d i s c u s s i o n  on c i t y  s t r e e t  r e p a i r  d o l l a r s  
v e r s u s  t h e  s t a t e ' s  road r e p a i r  d o l l a r s  s p e n t  and comparing va lue  
r e c e i v e d ,  t h e  committee agreed  t o  t a b l e  SB402 a s  w e l l .  

I 
Sena tor  Towe Moved S E 4 0 2  Be Tabled.  Motion c a r r i e d .  -- Note f o r  

t h e  r e c o r d  Sena to r  Hager voted  " N o " .  

S e n a t o r  Hager t h e n  !<loved SB358 D o  P3 . s~ .  Motion c a r r i e d  on a -- -- - - 
9 -3  r o l l  c a l l  vo te .  
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The committee n e x t  c o n s i d e r e d  SB405 which i n c r e a s e s  county  road 
levies. They c o n s u l t e d  t h e  Montana P r o p e r t y  T a x a t i o n  books and a f -  
ter  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  moved t h e  b i l l :  

S e n a t o r  Towe Moved SB405 Do Pass .  The mot ion  f a i l e d  5-7 on a  - 
roll c a l l  v o t e .  

S e n a t o r  Manley t h e n  Moved S 0 4 0 5  be Table<.  Without  o b j e c t i o n  
t h e  commit tee  moved t h e  v o t e  on above-mentioned n c t i o n  (Do P a s s  w i t h  
5-7 r o i l  c a l l )  be  r e v e r s e d  and t h e  b i l l  b e  t a b l e d .  

Next up f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  was SB510. T h i s  was a b i l l  t o  c r e a t e  a g r i -  
c u l t u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  and a f t e r  q u e s t i o n s  and d i s c u s s i o n ,  made t h e  f o l -  
lowing d i s p o s i t i o n  : 

S e n a t o r  McCallum Moved t o  Tab le  SB510. Motion c a r r i e d  and " N o "  
v o t e s  w e r e  c a s t  by S e n a t o r s  Towe, Watt and Norman. 

,SB195 was b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  commi t t ee ' s  a t t e n t i o n  and t h e y  proposed 
an amendrr~ent t h a t  would g i v e  t h e  govern ing  body d i s c r e t i o n  t o  d i s a p -  
prove  bond ings .  S e n a t o r  Towe Moved t h i s  Amendment; it was c a r r i e d .  

S e n a t o r  Towe t h e n  Moved SB195 A s  Amended Do P a s s .  The motion was - 
c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

A t t e n t i o n  t h e n  by t h e  committee t o  SE43. T h e r e  was d i s c u s s i o n  on 
t h e  x a t t e r  o f  t h e  r e v o l v i n g  funds  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t s .  The committee 
a g r e e d  t h e r e  was a  need f o r  some R I D  and S I D ' s  around t h e  s t a t e  b u t  
f e l t  t h e  b a s i c  ill i s  i n  t h e  Cielinquency payments and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
o t h e r  t a x p a y e r s  c o u l d  b e  l i a b l e  f o r  t h e  i n d e b t e d n e s s .  

S e n a t o r  Norman t h e n  Moved SE43 b e  Tab led .  Motion c a r r i e d .  Note 
f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  t h e  a b s e n c e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  o f  S e n a t o r  Roskie .  

was 
l l o w i n g  
journed  

some a d d i t i o n a l  d i  s c u s s i o n  on bonding b i l l s ,  mee t ing  



d 9. - 
mix 3- / - 5  T h  - 2 ~ 1  B i l l  rb. 11 - 

W,E YES - hll) 

S E N .  GOODOLZR ( V i c e  Chai rrnan) 

SEN. GROWN 
- 

SEN.  IIAGEF? 

I 
- 

SEN. MANLEY 

SCfJ .  M A N N I N G  

I 
< - 

SEN. McCOLLUM - 
SEN . ?JORPLAN 

L 
- I ;( 
SEN. R O S K I E  

1 
- 

SEN. SEVERSOlJ 
--.-- 

I 
- 

SEP.1. TOWE I 
I 

SEN. WATT 

CkikIR1?fiN TURNAGE I I , 

Nita F j e s e t h  J e a n  P.. Turnaq'e I 
Secretary C h a i m  



SE4ATE ~.ki'Z.T'EE TAXATION 

SEN.  GCODOVER ( V i c e  Chairman) 
I 

SEN. BROWN 
I 

SEN. IIAGER i 
1 

SEN. MANLEY I ! 
SEN. MANNING I 
SEN. McCOLLUM I 
SEN. NORMAN 

SEN. ROSKIE I 
I 

SEN. SEVERSON 

SEN. TOWE 

SEN. WATT 
I 

CHAIRMAN TURNAGE I 

Nlta F j e s e t h  
3 

J e a n  A .  T u r n a q e  
Secretary Chainnu, 

4 
t'djtsinn: 9 4 :  , 4I-i 4 L, - 

/ / 

( i gcp3fl w h  kifsmt2dm cn mtion--pdt ye1 l ~ t d  ccpj.* of 
a m i t -  report.) 



S E N .  GOODOVER ( V i c e  C h a i r m a n )  

Nita F j e s e t h  
Secretary ,. 

I 

SEN. CROWN 
I 
l 

I 
J e a n  A. Turnac je  
mi-? 

SEN. IfAGER 

SEN. ElANLEY 

(mci.& emu~$ inEomatim cn mstion-p~t w i t h  y e l l ~ - ~  copJ. of 
CCXraTii ttee r w .  ) 

% 
1 I 

SEN. MANNING /< 

-- 

4 
1 

F 

SEN. McCOLLUM 

SEN. NORPLAN 

SEN. ROSKIE 

I 
I 

1 
SEN. SEVERSON 

- -- 
SEN. TOWE 
- 

SEN.  WATT x' 
C~~AIIRI.GLN TURNAGE - ( 1 



Dat% B i l l  No, 

SE?J. GOODOVER .(Vice Chairman) 

SEN. BROWN X 
SEN.  HAGER X 
S E N .  MANLEY 

SEN. 'YANNING 

SEN.  McCOLLUM 

S E N .  NORMAN 

SEN.  R O S K I E  

SEN.  SEVERSON I 

SEN. TOWE 
1 

CHAIRMAN TURNAGE ! I 
L C -  

.$ 
N i t a  F j c s e t h  Jean  A. Turnaae  

Secretary Chail3m.n 
A 

'I 

S E N .  WATT 

( i n r l t . d e  m q h  i n f o ~ ~ ~ ~ i k b n  on mcLi.~m-pt with yelLm wL- of 
-nittee report. ) 

_>( 
i 



M R .... .P ,Pc~  jd.22.t.. ............................... 

T s r a t i o n  ........................................................................................................................................................ We, your committee on 

- a- having had under consideration ......................................................................................................?... Biil No. .... Z.d.2 ..... 

S;.nate 193, ................... ............................................................................................................ Respectfully report as follows: That gill hi9 

introduced bill, be amnde2 as f ~ 2 i ~ d 3 :  

1. Pxge 1, line 13. 
3'ollm~lng: 'i;rsdye 
Str i ka :  " shyi l l "  

Insert: "nay, in its discretion, disapnrov~ t h s  Sonds, f e  i.~ay" 

2. l a y a  1, line 21. 
Follo:<iiig : " apgssvab* 

3 .  ?1172 1, l i n e  22. 
1 r o~1c;s i r ;~ j  : "interest"  

R ' scri1:2: r ~ - - b  - - 3 7 7 d 3  -L 12 2 ------ S: I~  i : ~ t  -.-'-- ii--;it.:: -- --- :=<--I *r ~.~-~)%.*r?;i:.13il -,-- -,-- ------- ~f .Z~.~LTO;Z-:~:I"L;L; -,,,,,, -- -- - 
i ~ z a ~ r d s  ctr Jr:yracia t i c i r  , ' ------- -.---- 



4. P E ? ~  I, I h o  22. 
(C FolLcx~iag: C O ~ S ~ Y T  * 

" - C S", .r .~;s: rc3aindar 0% Pins i4 azii s * : ' ~ ~ ~ r ? k l c ; r ,  2 ~ 1  1s) in 
c b 2 f  z ent i ra t -g  

7- 

D.Fsert: *. 
(3)  The governing body shall pul>risP, it3 3pprav32 sf tha 5 . ~ ~ 2 5  i i3  a 
nrwspnper of general ciri-inlatf on f n tbc @z>ici;all ty sr CGLEI.&-~, 9i",S 
fa khat rcdca s h a l l  s t a t e  w3atLar it ap:>.xrs t h s t  Cxa project $Q 
be finraced by tile bands: 
(2) ufl% nee$ a2?lic&12 cnvilronseutal 5t923az'<z; 
(b] t a i l 1  pxavide ser;r$ces 0,s ~ : t l ? l ~ y 2 ~ 3 k  i , q q ~ ~ " ; ; ~ , ~ i k i ~ 5  - +. 2.38'-t2d ?T 
the maEi=h~sPSty  or ~i~ i~biky) .  w i t ; 2  CCP-: -3,Aswra",ioa '- g f n n  ta aPsthg 
sargiccs a d  e q i ~ y z a n t  cpp~rhLu,2f t-,9@~3 ; P S ~  

(c) w%Xl not pregcnf: 23 a ~ r 3 a 3 u n z ~ ~ l e  i;;azs&r t0 i=;1e P i n m c Z o 1  well- 
531~2 oe existkg vfabze oah~xpr i s2s  Us fscflf "&as w h i c h  hzv3 not 
rcczi'irod L%e direct bc~:eEbt az" a project mil 'mnd op;?roval u , i h r  
t h i s  ,3st, 
( 4 )  ;io sovern in j  b o G y  oay a?;?rjw eho 2 s ; ~ ~  a: ~~~l~ for pro-jccts 
c r j ~ a ~ ~ c t a i l  ot15~8.L~ ";a; bao1t22ris;s of ",'--;i:: 302\5_1 Y57GrT.-Wnk lL2rt, 
(5) Tila go7nraic.j ';o:Zy c i i n l i  ra;ar t  to t:ls ' ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ . + = s l ;  0: c ~ - - - ~ s i t j r  
a f f a i r s  nlE Lzdus 'c rZ~i i  d.~rzl~?z:za t b ~ c i L 3  ng~-r$t23, rd 



Tiscatl.cn We, your committee on ............................................................................................................................................. ........... 

having had under c~nsideration .............................................................................................. ?.c,?,?q... .... 8i11 NO ..... 358 

P a e ~ 3 - b  Resp~ctfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill Na ................... 358, 

introduced bf 11, be ancndcd as fo2l.oss: 

~t-i;~ : m i  ALL+ .. pv:2rni2g body cf a eca;sty o r  tke" 
i n s e r t :  "Tho" 

2 .  Paye 1, line 23,  
F o l l o i ~ i ~ g  : " I] 

S T A T E  PIJB. CO. 
Helena.  M o ~ t .  

.. 
.J'=Ly..." .... rLT-T7Tp- .................................................... '. I t *  :c,r*ui; " c' n,,rr;lan. .; . 
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