
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & SAFETY COY2viITTEE 

March 14, 1979 

The twenty-fifth meeting of the Senate Public Health, 
Welfare and Safety Committee met in R ~ o n  410 of the State 
Capitol Building at 1:00 p.m. on March 14, 1-979. 

ROLL CALL: All Committee nembers were present. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 714: Eouse Bill 714 is an act - 
to amend Section 37-11-201, MCA, by removing the mandatory require- 
ment of an annual r~ailing of a list of physical therapist licensees. 

Representative Keyser, sponsor of House Bill 714, said that 
the Department of Occupational and Professional Licensing will 
upon request mail their list of physical therapists in the state. 
Now they also mail this list to all the hospitals and to all 
persons iicensed to practice medicine in the state annually. 
This bill will stop that annual mailing and will save money. 

Jerry Loendorf, Montana Medical Association, said that 
they were asked to put this Sill out. It takes away the manda- 
tory requirements. It is his understanding that people just 
throw the list away and then request a copy when they need it. 

Chairman Rasmussen asked the Cornnittee members if they 
have any questions. Senator Olson asked how many mailings go 
out now. Representative Keyser said he would guess that there 
are about 1000. 

The hearing was closed on House Bill 714 at 1:05 p.m. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 714: Senator Ryan moved that House -- 
Bill 714 6E CONCURRED 13. The notion passed unanimously. 
Senator Ryan will carry the bill on the Senate floor. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 571: House Bill 571 is an act 
creating a Board of physTcal Therapy Examiners and generally 
revising the physical therapy laws. 

Witnesses supporting House Bill 571: 

Jerome Connolly, Montana Physical Therapist Association 
Vince Huntington, Physical Therapist 
Bob Antonick, Physical Therapist 
Sister Jan Delaney, Physical Therapist 
Joe Lundman, Physical Therapist 
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Bob Michale, Physical Therapist 
Tom Meaoher, Phvsical Theranist 

4 .' - I 

Bill Leary, Montana Hospital Association 
Jerry Locndorf, Montana Medical Association 

Reprzsentative Menahan, sponsGr of House Rill 571, said 
he would let members of the physical therapists explain the 
bill. 

Jerome Connolly, president of the Montana Physical Thera- 
pist Association, said that in the House committee they introduced 1 
four minor anendments to the bill. The bill was heard one week 
prior to transmittal date, and they feel this right be the reason 
the amendments did not get on the bill. He introduced the amens- 
ments to the Committee. On page 2, iines 17 through 22, a c h a r - ~ e  
is requested so that nembers on the board would more broadly 
represent all Montana physical therapists and not be tied to the 
Montana Physical Therapist Association. On page 18, lines 13 and 
14, and lines 17 and 18, and on page 19, lines 6 through 3 strike 
"in the judgment of the board." The rational for these a~endrnents 
is that they feel this would put t h e  board in a stronger Legal 
position. The judgement would not be made by a three-mernber board. 
See Attachment "A" for Mr. Connolly's testimony. 

Vince Huntington, physical therapist from Billings, spoke 
on the difficulties in the current licensing procedure. Ses 
Attachment "B." 1 

Bob Antonick, physical therapist from Helena, spoke on the 
problems of accreditation. See Attachnent "C." I 

4 
Sister Jan Delaney, part-time physical therapist, spoke 

in support of House Bill 571. She thinks the bill would allow 
for a more professional application of the exam. This is cur- 
rently not the case. When she took the exam it was not monitored. 
In the middle of the exam they were asked to change rooms and 

1 
were put in a very small room w ~ t h  distractions which did not 
allow for optimum space or conditicns for an exam. She thinks 
that with this bill they would be able to up-grade the profession. 

Joe Lundman, physical therapist from Great Falls, spoke on I 
the problems they have under current law in compiying with Montana 
law requiring deinstitutionalization c n d  mainstreaming of handi- 
capped individuals into the public educational environment, See 
Attachment "D. " 1 
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Bob Michale, physical therapist, spoke on the aspect of 
peer review. See Attachlnent "E."  

Tcm Meager, Helena, spoke on the problem of supportive 
personnel. In 1977, it was called to their attention by the 
Department of Social and ~ehabilitation Services that there is 
no provision for the use of supportive personnel in their cur- 
rent act. SRS issued an opinion at that time that services 
that weren't performed personally by the physical therapist would 
be ineligible for paynent for those services. It was only after 
they sought a ruling that they were able to continue practice 
with the help of their supportive personnel. This bill will 
give them a law recognizing the supportive groups. 

Bill Leary, Montana Hospital Association, said they think 
this bill is a considerable improvement over the current Montana 
law. They feel that as employers of a significant number of 
physical therapists that they want the protection that they are 
employing qualified personnel. 

Jerry Loendorf, Montana Medicai Associ-ation, said that the 
medical association supports this bill.. 

Chairman Rasmussen asked the Committee members if they have 
any questions. Senator Olson said he noticed the hoard would 
not have a lay member on it. Mr. Connolly said they are trying 
to keep the cost of their board to a minimum, and with a three- 
member board they could do this. With a public member they feel 
they would need more members. Senator Piorman questioned that 
with the number of physical therapists and with the fees set in 
the bill that they would have enough money to operate. Mr. 
Connolly went through the budget prepared by Ed Carney. See 
Attachment "F . "  Senator Norman asked why on page 11, lines 16 
through 20 were stricken. Mr. Connolly said the definition of 
physical therapist and the scope of practice has been defined in 
the law elsewhere. They felt that this was redundant. Senator 
Norman said that on page 17 the bill discusses foreign-trained 
physical therapists. He wanted to know if they have given any 
thought to a problem addressed in a bill by the medical examiners 
as to the ability to speak Engiish. Mr. Huntington said the 
clause on the foreign-trained physical therapist dealt more with 
the Canadians. He thinks the English requirement would have to 
be worked out in the rules and regulations. Senator Norman said 
that on page 5, line 9, it says "not lia5le." He doesn't think 
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that putting it in a bill will exclude any civil action. 
Senator Himsl said that on page 8, lines 7, 8, and 9 cail for 
audit outside of the regulsr audit cycle that has been estab- 

1 
lished. Mr. Connolly said he understands the sunset cycle is 
on a six-year basis. He doesn't know why the date was picked. 
Senator Mimsl asked about the part on page l 5  that lets the 

1 
board authorize a license without an examination if it wants 
to. Mr. Connolly said that this clause deals with reciprocity 
and those individuals that can be licensed without examination 

I 
are licensed in another state. Senator Himsl asked about their 
qualifications. Mr. Connolly said that on page 16 it provides 
that the requiements in that state must be equal to or greater 
than in this state. Senator Himsl referred to the powers of 

1 
the board and said he thinks the board should have an appeal 

' pzlwer. 1 
The hearing on House Bill 571 was closed at 1:40 p.m. See 

Exhibit "A" for supporting letters. I 
CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 3 1 6 :  House Bill 316 is an act 

to require food service establishnents to distinquish between 1 
harrburger and imitation hamburger in advertisement of products 
for saie and to advertise the list of ingredients in imitation 
hanburger. 

Representative Hand, spocsor of House Bill 3 1 6 ,  said this 
b i l l  is an attempt to address the use of unsuspected extenders 
in hamburger by requiring that those who serve such things 
declare that they are doing it. He said this is an amendment 

1 
to the Montana Food and Drug Act. He went through the changes 
in the bill and said that the brand new section on page 12 is 
really the crux of the bill. 

1 
Vern Sloulin, Department of Health and Environmental Sciences, 

said his bureau would be involved in the administering of this 
amendment to the Act. He said that Montana has one of the highest 

1 
standards of hamburger in the nation. There is only one other 
state that allows Less fat than Montana does, This state allows 
2 0  percent. They now collect about 3 0 0  samples per year from 

1 
meat markets to determine the content. With this amendment they, 
would take some of these samples frcm restaurants and drive-ins 
to determine that what they are selling is really hanhurger. 

1 
He said they have done a little of this in the p a s t  for the I 

owners of the restaurants and have Ecund in some cases t h a t  the 1 
restaurant owner has purchased other than pure hamburger at the 
cost of pure hamburger. 
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A l i c e  F r y s l i e ,  Montana C a t t l e n e n s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s a i d  
t h a t  t h o s e  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  beef have  t r i e d  f o r  y e a r s  
t o  make a d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  q u a l i t y .  They f e e l  t h i s  i s  a  s t e p  
i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Hand c l o s e d  t e s t i m o n y  by s a y i n g  t h a t  a s  
t h e  t w o  w i t n e s s e s  have  s a i d  t h i s  is  a slob! xay t o  g e t  s t a r t e d ,  
b u t  t h i s  i s  a way t o  s t a r t .  

Chai rman Rasmussen a s k e d  t h e  Comrnittee members i f  t h e y  
h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .  S e n a t o r  Norman a s k e d  if s u e t  i s  f a t  a n d  
i f  you c a n  add t o  t h e  s u e t .  M r .  S l o u l i n  s a i d  t h a t  s u e t  i s  t h e  
f a t  t h a t  i s  n a t u r a l l y  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t ,  and  you c a n  a d d  t o  t h e  
s u e t  i f  t h e  t o t a l  d o e s  n o t  exceed  20  p e r c e n t .  S e n a t o r  H i m s l  
a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  e x t e n d e r s  and  i f  t h e  f e d e r a l  government  allows 
so much bone.  M r .  S l o u l i n  s a i d  t h a t  Mcntana i s  i n  c o n f l i c t  
w i t h  f e d e r a l  law. The f e d e r a l  qoverninent  w i l l  p e r m i t  30 p e r -  
c e n t  f a t .  S e n a t o r  H i m s l  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Montana h a s  
o n l y  f e d e r a l  i n s p e c t o r s  a n d  a b o u t  t h e  f e d e r a l  p l a n t s .  M r .  
S l o u l i n  s a i d  t h e  f e d e r a l  p l a n t s  w i l l  make up 2 3  p e r c e n t  mea t .  
S e n a t o r  O l s o n  a s k e d  what  a  b i n d e r  i s .  M r .  S l o u l i n  said t h a t  
i s  a  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t  t o  h o l d  i t  t o g e t h e r ,  s u c h  as  s o y  
f l o u r .  M s .  F r y s l i e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  u r g e  
C o n g r e s s  t o  check  i n t o  t h e  meat  t h i n g .  S e n a t o r  M e l c h e r  i s  
w o r k i n g  o n  t h i s ,  and  h e  t h i n k s  t h e  3 0  p e r c e n t  a l l o w a n c e  w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  come down t o  20  p e r c e n t  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  

The h e a r i n g  o n  House B i l l  316 was c l o s e d  a t  1 : 5 0  p.m. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 8 1 0 :  House S i l l  810  i s  a n  
a c t  t o  a c c e l e r a t e  t h e  p e r i o d i c  agency  e v a l u a t i o n  of the Board  
o f  S a n i t a r i a n s ,  ~ e ~ a r t h e n t  o f  ~ r o f e s s i o n s l  and  O c c u p a t i o n a l  
L i c e n s i n g .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S h e l d e n ,  s p o n s o r  o f  House B i l l  8 1 0 ,  s a i d  
t h i s  b i l l  s i m p l y  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  Board of S a n i t a r i a n s  s h o u l d  b e  
l o o k e d  a t  i n  1 9 8 1  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e y  shoulci  be 
s u n s e t t e d .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was t r o u b l e  t h i s  t i m e  d e c i d i n g  
w h e t h e r  t h e y  s h o u l d  be,  and  i t  was d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  s u n s e t  them 
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Chairman Rasnussen  a s k e d  t h e  Commit tee  members i f  t h e y  
h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .  Chairman Rasnussen  a s k e d  i f  t h e  b o a r d  was 
a u d i t e d  i n  1 9 7 8 .  S e n a t o r  H i m s l  s a i -d  t h i s  b i l l  moves them up 
two y e a r s  f o r  a u d i t .  They were s c h e d u l e d  t o  b e  r e v i e w e d  i n  
1983 .  S e n a t o r  H i m s l  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  i s  a r e a s o n  f o r  a d v a n c i n g  
them. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S h e l d e n  s a i d  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  find a  good 
r e a s o n  t o  keep them, and  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was made t o  t a k e  a n o t h e r  
l o o k  i n  t w o  y e a r s .  T h e r e  seemed t o  be some q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
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n e e d .  S e n a t o r  L e n s i n k  a s k e d  if  t h e y  were s u d i t e d  this p a s t  
y e a r .  3 . e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S h c l d e n  s a i d  t h e  a u d i t  c o m m i t t e e  d i d  nave 
a  l o o k  a t  them. T h e r e  was co bz  a n o t h e r  b i l l  t o  t a k e  a  l o o k  
a t  a l l  the b o a r d s ,  a n d  t h a t  b i l i  w a s  k i l l e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  

1 
had  t o  d o  scx ie th ing  e l se  t o  g e t  them rev iewed .  I 

The h e a r i n g  on House E i l l  8 1 0  was c i o s e d  a t  2 : 0 5  p . m .  

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 810: S e n a t o r  L e n s i n k  moved t h a t  House 
B i l l  810 BE CONCUR+UD I N .  The n o t i o n  p a s s e d  unan imous ly .  S e n a t o r  

I 
H i m s l  w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  b i i l  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r .  I 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 571: S e n a t o r  H i m s l  s a i d  t h a t  i n  
r e v i e w i n g  t h e  b o a r d s  t h e r e  a r e  some b o a r d s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  members 
h a v e  n o t  v e r y  w e l l  e x e r c i s e d  t h e i r  p e r o g a t i v e s  o f  a b o a r d .  They 
e x c u s e  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  t a k i n g  any r e a l  a c t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  p e o p l e  
a r e  f o u n d  g u i l t y  by someone e l s e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  he  i s  n o t  i n  f a v o r  

1 
o f  i n c o r p c r a t i n g  t h e  o n e  amendment p r o ~ o s e d .  H e  t h i n k s  t h a t  i f  
t h e  b o a r d  h a s  t h e  power t o  l i c e n s e  i t  s h o u l d  a l s o  h a v e  t h e  power 
t o  r e v o k e  t h e  l i c e n s e  and  t h e n  l e t  t h e  p e r s o n  a p p e a l .  S e n a t o r  

1 
Rasmussen moved t h a t  t h e  amendments p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  Montana 
P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  wh ich  r e l a t e s  t o  h a v i n g  members 
o t h e r  t h a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  m e m b e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  b o a r d  b e  a d o p t e d .  

1 
The m o t i o n  p a s s e d .  A d i s c u s s i o n  f o l l o w e d  o n  > ~ h e i h e r  t h e  b o a r d  
s h c u l d  i n c l u d e  a l a y  member. I t  was d e c i d e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  board 
a t  t h r e e  a n d  n o t  include a l a y  member. Chairman Rasnlussen a s k e d  
i f  t h i s  h a s  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  A ~ p r o p r i a t i o n s .  S e n a t o r  H i m s l  s a i d  

(I 
t h i s  i s  mandated  money. Most o f  t h e s e  b o a r d s  n e e d  $10 ,000 .  .E. 

d i s c u s s i o n  f o l l o w e d  o n  t h e  b u d g e t  p r e p a r e d  by M r .  C a r n e y .  Senetor 1 
H i m s l  a s k e d  M r .  H u n t i n g t o n  i f  hc d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  a b e t t e r  a p p r o a c l  
would b e  t o  g e t  a  c o u p l e  o f  t h e i r  members o n  t h e  Boa rd  o f  Examins r s  

who a r e  t o o  b r o k e  t o  do a n y t h i n g .  M r .  H u n t i n g t o n  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
a o a r d  o f  M e d i c a l  Examine r s  i s  i n  f a v o r  oE h a v i n g  them go .  I t  

1 H e  i s  a f r a i d  t h a t  t h i s  b o a r d  would end  up l i k e  a lot o f  other board, 

t a k e s  them a b o u t  t h r e e  years t o  g e t  on  t h e i r  a g e n d a ,  and  t h e y  
c a n ' t  g e t  w i t h  them t o  g e t  any a c t i o n .  H e  does n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  
t h e y  a r e  a b o u t  t o  l e t  a  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  on  t h e i r  b o a r d .  

1 
S e n a t o r  L e n s i n k  moved t h a t  House B i l l  5 7 1  BE CONCURRED IN. 

A r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  w a s  t a k e n .  The m o t i o n  p a s s e d  f i v e  t o  t w o .  

1 
S e n a t o r  L e n s i n k  w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  on  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r .  

ACTION ON IIOUSE EILL 316:  S e n a t o r  Norman moved t h a t  House 
B i l l  316 BE CONCURRED I N .  S e n a t o r  H i m s l  s a i d  h e  h a s  a p r o b l e n  
on  t h e  p r a c t i c a i  a p p l i c a t i o n  and  hcw t h i s  i s  g o i n g  t o  be p o l i c e d .  

r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  w a s  t a k e n .  The m o t i o n  p a s s e d  Sy a v o t e  o f  f i v e  
t o  two. S e n a t o r  Norman w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  on  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r .  

J 
I 
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ACTION 011 HOUSE B I L L  324: S e n a t o r  L e n s i n k  moved t h a t  
House Eill 3 2 4  BE :JOT CONCURRED 114. S e n a t o r  i i ims l  s a i d  t h i s  
i s  t h e  o n e  where  t h e  a l c o h o l  program i s  5 o i n g  t o  be a t  G a l e n ,  
a n d  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  b r i n g  t h e  f a m i l i e s  down t h e r e .  S e n a t o r  
Ryan s a i d  t h e y  d o  t h i s  now. S e n a t o r  L e n s i n k  s a i d  he t h i n k s  
t h i s  amounts  t o  p u t t i n g  t h e  S e n a t e ' s  api2roval  on i t  a n d  t h e n  
t h e y  would  c o n t i n u e  t o  expand  t h e i r  ser-~ices.  A r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  
was t a k e n .  The m o t i o n  p a s s e d  f i v e  t o  one .  

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 593: S e n a t o r  Hinsl s a i d  h e  had a c a l l  
f r o m  o n e  o f  t h e  p e c p l e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  b i l l ,  and h e  e x p r e s s e d  
some c o n c e r n  a b o u t  manda to ry  a u t o p s i e s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a  h o t e l  f i r e .  
H e  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  w a s n ' t  r e a l l y  what  t h e y  wan ted .  S e n a t o r  L e n s i n k  
s a i d  t h e  c o r o n e r  now has d i s c r e t i o n a r y  power and  so d o e s  t h e  
c o u n t y  a t t o r n e y  and  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l .  S e n a t o r  Ryan s a i d  h e  looked  
up  t h e  word " s t r u c t u r e "  b e c a u s e  it b o t h e r e d  h im,  and t h i s  c o u l d  
i n v o l v e  a u t o m o b i l e s  or  a n y  o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  has d e f i n e d  l i n e s .  He 
t h i n k s  t h a t  w e  would be  d o i n g  a l l  k i n d s  o f  a u t o p s i e s  w i t h  t h i s  
b i l l .  S e n a t o r  L e n s i n k  moved t h a t  H ~ u s e  B i l l  5 9 3  BE NOT CONCUR2ED 
I N .  A r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  was t a k e n .  The mot ion  passed w i t h  a v o t e  
of f o u r  t o  two. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 655: S e n a t o r  Norman moved t h a t  House 
B i l l  655 BE NOT CONCURFED IN. H e  w i thd rew h i s  m o t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  
Commit tee  c o u l d  l o o k  a t  t h e  a m e n d ~ e ~ t s .  S e n a t o r  L e n s i n k  s a i d  h e  
d o e s n ' t  k h i n k  t h e  amendments c o u l d  p a t c h  t h e  b i l l  up  enough t o  
make i t  work.  S e n a t o r  Hinsl sai.2 t h i s  b i l l  i s  n o t  t o t a l l y  w i t h o u t  
m e r i t  i f  w e  c o u l d  t a k e  some o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  o u t  o f  n u r s i n g  homes. 
S e n a t o r  Norman s a i d  t h e  r a t e  i n  M i s s o u l a  i s  $350. SSI  o n l y  p a y s  
$190. S e n a t o r  O l s o n  s a i d  h e  had  a  c a l l  f rom a l a d y  who l i v e s  
n e a r  the home i n  M i s s o u l a  who s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no  s u p e r v i s i o n  
there a n d  t h e  s ta te  s h o u l d  l o o k  i n t o  it. Sena to r  Norman s a i d  h e  
d o e s c ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  s a v e  a n y  money on  t h i s .  M e d i c a i d  
w o n ' t  pay  a n y t h i n g ,  so t h e  s t z t e  w i l l  have t o  p a y  100  p e r c e n t .  
The f e e s  a t  n u r s i n g  homes a r e  b a s e d  on  c o s t  p l u s  a n d  a  mix o f  
p a t i e n t s  h e l p  k e e p  t h e  f e e s  down. I f  you t a k e  away t h e  p a t i e n t s  
who a r e  e a s y  t o  c a r e  for, t h e i r  c o s t s  w i l l  h a v e  t o  g o  up.  S e n a t o r  
L e n s i n k  s a i d  h e  would r a t h e r  see a n  emphas i s  o n  home h e a l t h  care, 
S e n a t o r  Norman moved t h a t  House 2 i l l  655 BE XGT COXCURRED I N .  A 
r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  was t a k e n .  The m o t i o n  p a s s e d  by a v o t e  of f o u r  t o  
two. 

ADJOURNMENT: T h e r e  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  d i s c u s s e d ,  
t h e  m e e t i n g  was a d j o u r n e d  a t  2 : 5 5  p.m. 
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M O P J T A N A  CHAPTER 
OF THE 

AMERICAN PHYSICAL THERAPY ASSOClkTION 

PHYSICAL TKEmPISTS K A V E  BEEN LICENSED IN HONTANA SINCE 1961. NEARLY THO YEARS 
AGO, OUR ORGANIZATIOII, TKE I:ONT'ANA CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN PHYSICAL THEIW-PP ASSOC- 
IATION WAS NOTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN PHYSICAL THEM- ASSOCIATION (APTA) THAT THE' 
PHYSICAL THERAPIST PRACTICE ACT OF MONTANA HAD BEEN E V I E W D  AND CLASSIXED BY THE 
SECTION ON LICENSURE AND REGULATION. 'TXE CALSSIFZ[CATION "PERMISSIVEu WAS G I V E N  
M THIS PRESENT LAW A?ID I T  WAS INDICATED THAT A L A W  OF THIS NATURE PROVIDES LI' iTLE, 
I F  k V Y ,  PROTECTION FOR THE PUBLIC. 

aASED ON THIS INFORMATIOI? ON THE FACT THAT T I E  APTA IS NOW THE ACCRZDITINC 
.BODY FOR PHYSICAL THE3APY A K D  PHYSICAL THERI\PIST ASSISTANT SCHOOLS, TRE MONTANA 

CHAPTFR INITIATED EFFORTS A YEAR A N D  A F1JJ.F AGO TO PROPOSE THIS LEGISLATION YOU 
HkVX BEFORE YOUR COMI-lITTEE. 

THESE EFFORTS INCLUDED INPUT FR3M VIRTUALLY EL'ERY DISCIPLI!E OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 
AND RAS NOT LIMITED 'iY) MEMZERSHIP PARTICIPATIOH. BUT RhTfiJR, SZVPPJ-L CONCEPTS 
PROPOSED BY NON-CHAPTER MDIBERS WERE 11.IPLElGI.iTED IETI'O TITIS LEGISLATIOfr". 

T X E m  m.S BEEN SOME ARGUbENT RAISED WITHIN GUR PROFESSION THAT THIS BILL W E S  NOT 
SUFFICIENTLY PROTECT TIE INTERESTS OF THE PiiYSICAL TEFSIPIST.  INCEED, AS THE COkI- 
MITTEZ IS AVIARE, LEGISLATION OF THIS TYPE IS DESIGNED TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC AND VOT 
THE INTERESTS OF THX PRO-ESSIONAL L I C E N S E .  BELIEIT TFdT TXIS BILL CONTAINS 
KANY W S U R E S  WHICH PEOVIDE FOR THE DESIRED PUELIC PROTECTION. 

IN 1961 WHEN LICENSURE FOR PHYSICAL THERkPISTS WAS IMPI,EKEP;TED ITI MOfITANA, THERE 
WAS APPROMMATELY T'tJENTY-FIVE (25) PHYSICAL TK"LRAPISTS I N  TKE STATE. I T  WAS M G -  
1C.U AT THE TIHE TO PLACE THE REGULATION OF THIS PROFESSION UNDER TIE PURVIEW OF 
THE ElOARD 05 MEDI ChL EXAHINERS . 
THERE ARE NOW ONE H U N D B D  SIXTY (160) PHYSICAL THERAPISTS LICENSED f?? MOtVANA, AND 
I N  ORDER FOR THE PUBLIC TO BE PROVIDED O P T I W  PROTECTION, A SEPARATE BOARD OF 
PHYSICAL TKEPAPY EXAMINERS I S  IECESSARY. 

SUCH A BOARD POULD DEAL SOLEI,Y, SPECIFICALLY APfD COMPIiEIfEITSIVELY WITH TEE ISSUES 
RELATIVE TO THE PRACTICE OF PKYSICAL THERAPY IN MONTANA. I T  POULD SEJ-ZCT, AljMINIS' iXR 
AND PROCTOR TKE EXAMINATION. I T  WOULD INSURE THAT THE EXW I S  ADMINISTERED I N  A 
PI;K)ESSIONAL AND RESWMSIBLE MAIGTER, WHICH THZ CHAPTER PAS REASON TO BELIElrE IS 
NOT THE CASE PRF.S=ITLY. + 

WHILE T E  MONTANA CHAM'ER HAS BEEN INSTRUMEXTAL I N  TKE DEVZLOmtENT O F  THIS BILL, 
I T  M'JST BE %IPUSI.ZED TIUT A BOARD OF PHYSICAL ' T E G P Y  EU.l4I?ERS RILL BE I N  WO WAY 
ASSOCIATED WITH T I E  MONTANA CHAKER. AlrD THAT KGff3ERSi!IP I N  THE MOilTP-HA CKAATGR 
I S  NOT A PREREQUISITE TO QUALIFYING TO EE A kfEf4BER OF TXE BOARD OF Pl?YSTCAL TERAPY 
E r n Y I N E R S . .  . 



,J THl?ClUaHoUT THE EIGHTEEN (18) YEAR COURSE O F  P.DMINISTERI:JQ TIE PhYSICAI, TIEFAPIST 
PMCTICZ ACT OF HONTATiA, THERE HAVE EEEN NO LICE!iSES FXVOflEi) OR SDSPEIiGED, AND 
AS ?TEAR AS CM? BE BSCEFtTAIIED ONLY OIE APPLICAlTT HAS B E T I  DENIED LiCE:I'S[TRE: I N  THE 
PAST SEVEN YEARS. 

THIS IS  LARGELY DUE TO THE FACT THAT MONTANA W S ,  KY FAR,  TIiE L3' f lST EXAEIINATION 
PASSING SCORE I?$ THE NATION, WHICH ALLOWS A. PERSON TO 061Z LICETfSUPJ TO PPACTICE 
PHYSICAL THERAPY. 

T H I S  INDXED HAS FAR-REACHING IMPLICATIONS. WITH T I E  F'f3SSIBTLITY OF A FULLY AC- 
CREDITED PHYSICAL T E R k P Y  PROGRAM AT THE UNIVERSITY OF k33NTW?A, G P J D U A E S  OF SUCH 
X FROGq& WOULD UNME3TEDLY TAKE THE LICENSUEE EUHIIlATIC13 I!? H3ZTAIIA. SItlCE 
MONTWU'A ENJOYS FiECIPROCITY WITH FORTY-SEVEN (47) OTHER STATES, HOT OIEY DOES TRlS 
JECPARCIZE THX PROTECTION OF TIiE MONTPLflA PUSLIC, BUT OF YOST OF THE NATION A S  'fiLL. 
TXE PSVISIONS CONTAIPIED I N  THIS S I L L  AF!! PRCESSARY TO I X S D Z  TIE PUBLIC TXLT T E  
INDIVIDUALS LICENSED TO PRACTICE PiTYSICAL TIfEXkPY F!VZ RX'P STRICT REQUIT~fZF~TS E i D  
QUALIFICATIONS. 

IN 1981, T I E  BOARD OF IEDICAL EL\Nf~St:RS WILL 2E RZVIERZD AIJD AUDITED I?i LCCOR3N2liCS 
WlTB TFii: SUNSET LAW. THI: ADMINISTXXTTG?:  OF TXE PUSTCAL TZEPAPIST P2J.CTICE A C T  
WILL BE EVIEYI'ED SEPARATELY BUT 11: CO1IJrjNCTIC)li WITH THE O~tT2S;iL AUDIT. 

G I V E N  TKE A F O R E 2 ~ E N T I O ~ E D  STATISTICS, T I E  AUDTT WILL UNWUF>TEDLY TEAT A D H I N -  
ISTRP.TION OF THE PHYSICAL THERAPIST PRACTICE ACT UNDER TZE PESENT ~RFJU.~GEXE?IT IS 
PIOT PROVIDING ADEQUATE PROTECTIOI~ OF THE PUBLIC. IT IS FOR THIS PEASOX, T - ~ T  A 

a/ SEPS2J-TE BDARI) O F  PH'iSICAL THEFAPY EXAMI>XRS I S  NECESSUY. T3E E'vTITriJAL AUDIT I I i  
1985 OF TiIE NEWLY CREATED BOARD OF THYSICAL TKFZAPY E W I h T F S ,  FEEL, WILL RE73-L  
TKP-T ADEQUATE P u a L I c  PWTF~CTION WILL HAVE BEEN F ~ V Z D E D .  

I T  SHOTJLD BE NOTED T!UT PIrYS1CA.L TtEMP'I IS  FRESENTLY A LICENSED PROESSION I!: kf9NT- 
MJ'A AI-ND THAT T K S E  I S  A PRACTICE ACT IIWORCE AND T W T  TALKE I S  A BOARD IHICR AD- 
MINISTER5 THIS PiUCTICE ACT AND REGUUTES TEE PKBFESSI3N. TSIS PROMSED BILL ONLY 
MOVES THIS JURISDICTION TO ANQTIER, MORE EFFECTIVE CIiPJIPFtL, 

ASIDE FROM CREATING A BOARD OF PIFiSICkL FIERAPY EXAMIIERS, TRIS BILL C O N T P - I N S  a1;Tv'- 
ERJJ OTEfER R-1PORTANT ASFZCTS AND THESE ARE SIUNIFTCAkT' C W T O F S  FRGH THE P E S E K T  Uk?: 

1. THE DEFINITION OF PHYSICAL THERAPY, G-WSSLY OUTDATED I N  T ? E  PRESENT LAW, U S  
BEEIT EXPANDED TO REFLECT TfiE CTIANGES WHICH HAVE OCCUftRXD IN PIriSICAL T'ampY 
PFMCTICE AND EDUCATION I N  TXE PAST EIGHTEEN (18) TXARS. 

2. THE PINSICAL T E R A P I S T  ASSISrI"!iITT I S  D E F I E D  AND I:IC;,UDED A S  A FJCCOJITIZEI) ' 
ENTITY ATJD A GPJDUP-1% OF A;? ACCXEDITED C'JEilRICULM. SIBCE TKESE 1KDI7IID:i i : , I .~ 
WORK UIJDER THE: SUPEHVISION OF TKE LICENSED FFiYSICP,IJ T H S A P I S T ,  NO LICENSS'Z 
FOR T I E  XSSIS'l'AIfT I S  BEING SCUGHT. 

* ?IIE PiIYSICAL Y'IIERAPY AIDE I S  IDENTIFIED AND DSF'1:FE:TI A!;D JOD RESF9NSIEILITIES 
DELI?EATED. 
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4. THE ClSANGE I N  THE ACCREDITINa AOEYCY FOR PBYSICAL TFIERAP? SCHOOT,S FROM Ti= 
ANERICIUI MEDICAL A S S O C I A T I O N  TO TIE & E R I C A N  P I i Y S I C A L  THERAPY A S S O C I A T I 3 r l  
IS  REFLECTED. 

5.  THE F G R E I G N ~ R P . I N E D  P I f Y S I C A L  T H E R A P I S T  I S  I D Z N T I F I E D  4.m T!E PROCEDURE FOR 
GAIIIINCI LICENSURF,  I S  OUTLJIED. 

6. P R O V I S I O N S  FOR REVOCATION OR S U S P E H S I O N  O F  L I C E X S E  HAVS BEE14 M D E .  TRE: PRE- 
S E N T  LP.W P R O V I D E S  ONLY FOR R3'USA.L M REHEW A LICENSE. T H I S  MEANS T W T ,  
UNDER TEE PRESENT P R A C T I C E  A C T ,  .4 L I C E H S E D  PHYSICAL !PIERAPIST ViiiO I S  CON- 
V I C T E D  O F  A C R I K E  OR FRiZUDGLENT A C T I V I T Y  IN JUIUAR?, FOR E W P L E ,  COULD COfl- 
T I N U E  TO P R A C T I C E  F O R  NEARLY A YEP-R aEF3RE P .PPEOPRIA 'E  D I S C I P L I f I A R P  A C T I O N  
COULD BE TAKEN. 

7. PF?CJVISIOMS FOR LESSER D I S C I P L I I I A R Y  ACT1O:I I !ATIE ALSO EZSN II.ICLUDED. 

THE MOIS1ANA CHAPTER E E L S  STROIIGLY T:UT TIZSE AFOREXEh"?ID!,'XD C;GiXGZS A% ESSEHTIXL 
I N  ORDER TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE FRC)TZCTIOI; OF' THS P U S L I C .  ART, 'AT THE2Ei THIS COWlIT2 'EE  
F O R  I T S  CGITSCIENTIOI IS  D E L I B E m T I O i l  OF' TIIIS B I L L  AhrD URGE A?NPPIC?! OF A "DO PASS" 
RECOM111NDATION. 



I FEEL, T H E  CUEIW L I C E N S I N G  PHOCEDUFE I S  AWKkiAtiD, AND TkiE SOUiiCE 
OF M A W  CCK?LAINTS BY P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P I S T S  A T T E M P T I N G  T O  G A I N  LIC- 
ENSUE3 I N  NONTANA . THE DIFFICULTY LIES I:,I THE TENUOUS PAPE2WORK 
JUNGLE THAT ACSCMPABIES T H 5  PkOCESS. THE PRESEXT PRCSESS, IN 
FACT, TENDS T O  FREQUENTLY PSGVIDE NEW THZRAPISTS hOVINC I N T O  k O N -  
TAXA WITH TEE ALTERNATIVE OF ILLZGALLY PRACTICING WITHOUT A LICEN 
UIJ,TIL THE PRCSESS I S  C O H P L E T E I ) .  OR M S E  THEIR  JOES AND/OR GO UP 
TO THREE MONTHS WITi4uUT 9 SGURCE OF INCO8.Z. 

I FAVE PERCONALL'I, A: HAS 14.R. 2 O N N O L L Y ,  M5T W I T H  THE BOARD OF 
MEDICAL EXAMINERS AND WRITTEN SFirEEAL LETTSRS IS A N  A T T E S P T  TO 
I !;PROVE THIS 51 TUATIOS . W H I  U FE HL'JE. SaFiE RESPONSE A:YD IHPROVE- 
KENT, THE NAJOFI PROBILEHIIS C O N T I M U Z .  

I P E R S O N A L L Y  D O N ' T  FEEL T H A T  THE BOARD OF MTDITAL EXAMINERS HAS THE 
T I R E  OR THE EKPATHY TO EFFECTIVELY DSAL W I T H  THE P i 3 0 B L L 2 i S  A R I S I N G  
I N  OUR PROFESSION. 

A S'mVFl FORWARDED TO U S  FHCM THE NATIONAL. O F F I C E S  OF' THE $&,EEIICAN 
PHYSICAL THERAPY A S S O C I A T I O N ,  F.ETJEALS T3PT T H R O U G 5 9 U T  THE UNITED 
CThTES, 48 STATES HAVE PiriSICAL TIISHAPICTS ON THEIR LICE!?SI,VG 9 0 a D S ,  
19 OF WHICH HAVE BOAEPlS CGYicOSED I Y  THEIR ENTIkETY OF PI-IY~ICAL 
T;IERAPIST% A S  h SEPARATE E O A K D .  

OUR PRESENT POZITION OF' NO REPEE2ENThTICX ON Om LICENSING BOfiD 
?LACES KONTANA PHYSICAL THE39FIS'TS 13 A UNIGULLY UNDESIRZA8LE 
P G S I T I O N  WHEN COMPARED TO THE KATIONAL STANDARD. 

1 STRONGLY URGE YOUR ASFISTANCE I N  HZLPING THE NONTANA PHYSICAL 
TIEERAPISTS RAISE THE LEVEL OF OUR '5'TANDAhDS FOR LICENSURE AND 
W G U U L T I O N  TO A LEVEL MORE I N  LINE WITH THE NATIONAL STINDASDS. , 



A C C R E D I T A T I O N  

Tl-E PRESENT P H A C T I Z E  A C T  P R O V I D E S  THAT aNLY THOSE P H Y T I C A L  
T H E F i A P I S T S  WHO ARE GRADUATES OF S C H O O L S  A C C F i E D I T E E  BY THE 
AMERISAN NED1 CWL A S c O C I A T I C N  ARE ELTGIELE r " O 3  L,ICENFURE I N  
WGNTANA. 

NEWLY A C C R E D I T E D  P H Y S I C A L  THE9APY S C H O O L S  A E Z  NOW A C C E E D I T E D  
BY T H E  A K E R I C G N  P H Y S I C A L  TrlEhAPY A S S O C I A T I O X .  

T'HEFiE IS  A S T R O N G  P O S S I B I L I T Y  'THAT A FULLX A 2 C F t E D I T E D  P H Y S I C A L  
THERA?Y PROGRAM W I L L  BE I N I T I A T E D  SOON T E  U t J I V E I ? ? I T Y  OF 
XONTANA. T H I S  PFi0GUS.i WILL BE ACCFSDI 'FELI  BY TiiE k' iEEiICkN 
PHYSICAL T H E R A P Y  A S ' O C I A T I O N .  

THIS KEANS T H A T ,  UNDER T:!E PRESENT PHACTICS ACT, GZ4DUi;.TES OF 
SUCH A U N I V h R S I T Y  O F  NGNTANA PROGfim. ( A N D  OTiiEF1 NEWLY A C C R E C I T E D  
P H Y S I C A L  TLKERAPY S S H O O L S )  WILL NOT 3 E  Z i I G I i j E  F O R  LITZYSURE 
I N  K O N T A N A  . 

571 PASSAGE I S  
SOLVED. 

ESZENTIAL FOP, T I i I S  A C C 3 E D I  T A T I O N  



FEDERAL W W  - AND IONTANA LAW :!AYE REQUIRED D E - I S S T I T U T I  j N A L I Z A T I O N  
AND THE K A I N S T ~ M 4 1  NG 3i7 !-lA!IDICP.P?ED I W 3 I V I D U A U  I !;TO THL PilJLiC 
E D U C A T I O N A L  EWJIRONMENT . 
THESE LAWS REQUIRE THAT PHYSIC4L TtfEEAPISTS, AND OTHER Pi iACTITIC:F?S ,  
MUST BE A V A I L A B L E  I N  THE E D C I C I E I N A L  SETTI2IG. THE: PRESENT ?FACTICE 
ACT DOES NOT RECOGNIZE THE PSXCTICE OF PHYSICAL TiiERkPY I N  THIS  
SETTING.  

I F  PHYSICAL THErCAFICTS ARE TO 8. 1NZTfiU.YiSThL IN A C H I E V I S G  THE 
DESI.uD GOALS IN THZ DE-1NSTIT: 'TIONALIZATION PRCmP&, FLEirISION OF 
THE PRESENT P9YSICAL THEfiA PY LICENSING L4Y I S  ESSENTIAL. 

HB 571 A C H I E V E S  THCSE Z S S E N T I b L  8F;VISIO::S. 
* 



FEDEWL STATUTE (PL 92-603) H A S  WLDE THE FRJVISION FOR A PZOCESS 
OF PEE23 REVIEW I N  THE HEALTH CARE 1NDUS"I'Y. AS C L I E I I S I A N S  I N  THE 
M E D I C A L  FIELD,  PHYSICAL THERAPISTS ARE INCLUDED I N  THE PEER REVIEW 
PROCESS UNDER A SECTION I N  THAT PIISLIC RZGULATIXG ALLIED HEALTH 
WORICERS. 

AT PRESEiJT, Y I T H  Ttl.E EONTANA -?OilNDATI38 DOING PEER RtlJIEW ACTLVLTIES, 
AND THE BOAW OF Ll3i)'CI.L EXJ&I!JE.SS PECVI D I Y G  LEGAL SI?JCTiOfiS  FOR 
ACTIONS RECOPBSWED BY THE; MCNTANA FOUNDATION, THE T H = G i S T S  lA$ 
PiOT' INVOLVED IN OVR OWN PEER W'JliS' PROCESS. WHAT IS H k P P E N I l G  
THEN, IS NOT - PEEE R S V I L i ,  BUT A REVIEh' OF PHYSICAL TASRAPISTS 3y 
PHYSICIANS. 

1E FLEL THAT YITH THE IIIMINPXT P.PPLOAGH OF ?IATIOZlnL HEALTH I!~SL%ANCZ, 
HS.% PEER RKVIEY THAN EVER X i L L  BE ENZCIUMGED C h  5EEA:iDED 3Y :HE 
FtDEFiAL GOVERYP.EYT. E. AS PHYSI2P.L T?E?A?ISTS, WOULD L I E  TO BE 
IN A POSITION TO COWFOLQ AN3 73Y.PLY WITH T4.ESE DEMl iDS EY BEING 
T H E  LEGAL riEARING BODY FOR PHYSICAL T E T 3 4 P ~ S T B  11 t < O N T A N A ,  V:Tfi 
CJ.NCTIOXS INCLUDED I N  THE. IAW TO ALLOW US TO ACT WHEN .4SD WHLXE IT 
I S  APPROPRIATE. 

WE FEEL THAT T H I S  BILL (HB 571) ACCOII.?LIS.'IZS THESE E W S .  
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