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BOZET«?;&‘F\! PUELIC SCHOOLS TELEPHONE: S37-3685
Z) ~2\r§) S5CHOQL DISTRICY NO., 7

P.O. BOX 520
BOZEMAN, HMONTANA

Jayce P HYRESD
viagcran,
SPECIAL EDUCATION

March 13, 1979

Senator Bob Brown

Chairman, Senate Education Committec
Capitol Station

Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Scnator Brown:

We the undersigned parents of handicapped children in the Bozeman
Public Schools oppose HB 624. This bill fails to require school
districts to provide services to preschool handicapped, ages threo

and four,

Although districts may provide services under this bhill, we bolicove

that very few distvicts on their own will serve preschool handicapned.

The proposed 1lid on state funds for Special Education will begin to
put the cost back on local districts. Local hoards of trustees will
cut corners in order to avolid having their levies defeated. We predict

that only mandated services for handicapped will he funded.

.L

The Bozeman School District has offercd preschool handicapped sorvices
since 1975-7G6. 1In this time, fifty-six @t wdents have received services
in the program. Twenty-two of those students are still ia the program
with fifteen expectred ro leave at the end of this school year. Hone of
the students leaving at the end of this spring quarter are being recom-
mended for self-contained Specinl Fducation classes. Six students will
likely not require any additional service. Of those vho have leftr the
program in earlier years, fourtceen have not required any additional
services: nine are rocelving resource services and two receive speech
therapy only. Nine students have moved oun of district and their place-
ments are unknown at the present time with one student deccased.

Farly interventlon of handicapped children, in our expericnce, veduoces

13 1 I y
the amount of time a handicapped eliild han to spend In Special Edecation
for the balance of their school years. Preschool prosrams pav dividends!




the area of preschool education.

Presently the public school system can ideally provide the services necessary
for complete and appropriate education for the preschool handicapped child.

The administration for special education programs is already established. The
systems for delivery of service for handicapped children have already been
established. The outlining of the kinds of services that ave needod for handicapped
children is already provided. Granted, we do not have preschool programs for
handicapped children in every school district in the State of Montana, but we

do have programs that have been established within the system and are working
effectively and efficiently to provide services to the preschool handicapped
child. Perhaps there are some ways in which all of these organizations who are
providing the services for the preschool aged child c¢an cooperate in order to
provide the most appropriate program for young children. However, it would still
appear that the most effective and basic system for serving all types of
handicapped preschool children and providing the most appropriate services is
within the public school.™ Regardless of what finding approach is taken in support
of preschool programs, there is one other issue that needs to be addressed. That
is the fact that there is presently no preschool certification of any kind in

the State of Montana. Presently the university system does not offer a degree

in this area. There are special education degrees, child developrent degrees

and elementary teaching degrees. None of these degrees qualify a person to

work with preschoocl handicapped children. In other words, there are presently

noe education programs in the State of Montana that produce well trained people

who can effectively walk into a situation with preschool handicapped children

and handle it with seme good konowledge, training and background. I do hope that
the state will continue to pursue setting up some kind of certification that will
cutline the curriculum needs and indeed certify those people who are qualified

to be working with the preschool aged child with handicapping conditions. Only
then can we feel comfortable with offering the best possible programs for our
handicapped preschool age children.




In the 1977 Report on Preschool Education, Lazer confirms that early dintervention
may prove effective for different kinds of children and for different types of
programs. These programs are usua lly those which provide considerable structure.
It was stated that these may, in fa reduce the need for special education as
children reach school age. The tudy albo showed that children served in carly
intervention programs seldom are retained in a grade later on. This is great
evidence for the economic benefits for early intervention.

The evidence from our own preschool program in the Bozeman Public Schools also
support some of the evidence presented. OQut of the fifty-six children served in
the preschool over the last four years, twentyv—-two are still receiving services
from the preschool staff. Twenty-four of those children have gone on to other
situations. Of those children, thirteen or fifty-four percent have gone on to
regular education programs. Nine or thirty-eight percent have gone on to resource
programs and two or eight percent are receiving speech only services. Of the
twenty-two in the preschool program presently, fifteen are designated to leave

the program this year. Of those fi eeu,\qewen{or,fsrty~klx per (entware dc31”n&£cm
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to receive resource assistance & 7fhe Othé¥ seven of fHat twintv-twof are still™ of
the age appropriate to be in the prpschool program for next vear. The ten cther
children not mentioned left the Bozeman area before school age. We feel confident

that we have had an impact on the development of the prescnool children for whom
we have provided programs.

There is another issue that I would like to address. That is, who can adequatelyv
serve the preschool handicapped ¢hild? Presently there are several programs that
are attempting to do this. The Head Start programs in the state are mandidated
to integrate their programs with ten percent handicapped children. This has been
a good idea in theory and in practice in some areas of the state. However, it
has been my observation that Head Start has had much difficalty in attracting
qualified people to provide the support services that are needed for handicapped
children. Also, I have noted that in some programs come of the psople tha:t have
been hired as support people are minimally trained to do a said service or there
is a position open and no one to £ill it. Some of the speech therapists have
been people with BA degrees in speech, little clinical experience and no state
certification. {Progvams were also using local mental health clinics for
psvchological consultation. These people were not well versed in early childhood
development.} It is difficult feor these programs to provide enough funds and/or
full time positions to make these situations attractive to well qualified personnel.
Easter Seal has been providing speech and language and audioclogical services to
preschool children in the state. They are serving a very limited population of
defined preschool handicapped children. Developrental Disabilities has been
providing programs for preschool children through theivr Family Outreach Programs.
Again, they are serving a limited population of children in that not all children
ualify as developmentally disabled or potentially developmentally disabled.
They offer home programs but not a combination conter based program which may be
more appropriate for some children. It has also been my experience that people
that have been hired to work with this population are net nocessarily tralned in



TESTIMONY ON SUPPORT FOR PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

.

Paulette Mills, Early Childhood Education Specialist

Bozeman Public Schools

“First of all, I would like to present some information that supports the need
for services for the preschool aged child with a handicapping condition. The
intention of early intervention for children identified as handicapped is to
prevent remediation or reduce the possible impact of a handicapping condition,
and to provide services to the parents of these children: There are several
earlier studies which offer support for this intention. In 1965, Kirk reported
some studies in which young mentally retarded children were provided with preschool
programs. He concluded that intervention did help in reversing the depressed
growth patterns seen in children who had received no intervention before that
time.

In 1966 Skeels conducted a twenty-one year old follow-up of children placed in

an orphanage (where they received little adult attention) or stabte institurion

for thz mencally retarded {where they received a great deal of attention from staff
and older girls on the ward). It appearcd that the children placed in the more
stimulating enviromment demonstrated dramatic long-term differences in indepondent
living skills and in educational attainment.

In 1961 and 1966 Hunt summarized his information regarding the effects of early
wperience on intelligence. In conclusion be reported that inadequate skill
duevelopment may be due to experiential deficits. He suggested that the different
kinds of experiences that a child may have had during the early vyears may signifi-
cantly effect intellectual development.

“*There is sdme recent data to also support early and contipuous intervention as
indeed being effecrive. 1In 1976 Hayden and Harring reported preliminary data
showing that children with Down's Syndrome who had received special education
as young children or infants performed better in upper grade levels of school
than the Down's Syndrome children who had received no early intervention.

Summary of presentations made at the Qffice of Child Development "Parents and
Children Continuity Conference'" in El1 Paso, Texas, in 1977 reported that early
intervention was indeed effective. Some studies reported that gains originally
thought to have washed out by second grade actually reappeared by the fifth grade.
Also, it was reported that of five completed studies with data on special educa-
tion, four out of those five studies showed between fifty percent and ninety
percent fewer special education placements among children with preschool education.

A [ullow-up study was conducted at the Model Preschool Center for Handicapned
Children at the University of Washinpgton in 1977. Kaiser

that 36.45 percent of the children who had been in the ce
in regular class placements.

&

and Havden foadicated

nter programs verea now



Now we are dependent on the school teachers, help that will be denicd
us if this bill passes unamended. T say this because, historically
in Montana, anything made permissive in special education does not
happen.

In 1973, The Montana Legislature, in i1ts' wisdom, passed without

a single dissenting vote HJR-11. This committed Montana to the

L]

proposition that "...retarded (Developmentally Disabled) persons have
the right to as normal a 1ife as possible and shall be provided
maximum opportunitics to develop to potential.'" With that committment
we have a proposition of ecconomics. Give these children a running
start at a reasonable cost and the probabilities arc that they will
gain cnough in school to be productive.  Tgnore their carvly wyears

and school becomes a scries of failures, social promotions and a

necd for adult training and support after school at a much higher cost.

Please stand in the shoces of we parents for a moment. Voo Know
that the expertisc to help our children exists; they are benefitting
hugely from it today. We saw the pilot program open in lielena and
thought that the ftuturc was hright and  great things were ha-pening
for our kids and later for all in the statce. Now we sce this bill
slamming a door and blotting out that brightness. I assure you that
it 1s all any of us can do to state our casc calmly.

Please amend 1B 024 and make special cducation mandutor for

[

i

i
the ages 3 to 5 ycurs.

[
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Kenncth A. Rohyuans
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Testimony
HB-624

Kenneth A. Rohyans
801 Maynard Rd.
Helena, MT 59601
444358778

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:
< I represent Beckil here; our adoptive daughter.

I ask that HB-624 be amended in all sections necessary to make
the provision of special education mandatory from the age of 3 years.

Becki is 3 1/2 years old. She is Down's Syndrome or Mongoloid.
She says a few words but, essentially she does not talk. She has been
attending a pre-school class at Smith School in Helena since Septeaber.
" These wonderful people have taught her much including enocugh rsign
language to avoid the frustration of non-communication. Also, sign
is an excellent key which can open the door to talking as has been
proved by Progress, Inc. in Helena and many other training facilities
about thé country.

The forecast for Becki? 1If she can attend two more years of
pre-school, she will probably be able to do well in first grade with
special help. Without the pre-school and speech therapy, she will
possibly still be non-verbal at that time. She is now receiving about
20 hours per month of speech therapy. Should we have to purchase that
it would cost abouf $26 per hour or $780 per month and we simply

’

gannot afford that.
7 R
Children with her handicaps do not learn enough through imitation
as normal children do. EFEach learning step must be tsught by teachers
who thoroughly understand their problems. Having raised seven children
when we took Becki, I thought raising her would be a snap. We fourd

almost immediately that we were utterly dependent on the expert from

Infant and Family Outreach to teach us how tc help her to progress.
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Tezstimony provided by: James R. Mzlirum, Chict
Resources and Planning Bureau
Developmental Disabilities i
Department of Sccial and Eehab

tation Services
H.B. 624
The Department of SRS/DDD neither supports or opp

the passage of H.B. 624. However, its passage 1is like

to have a substantial impact on the agoncy. Ané for

that reason we wish to point out certain consideration

for your information.

Before I present these consideratio
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infermation:

- There arxre two age groups a Y 1
in two population categories. Age group #1: Five ¥y
Age group £2: Nineteen to twoenty-one ye

ation categories are: 1) Those pr
d in special education classes by 1
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1 education services.

- There are presently 2988 students in these age
being served by special education classes at an aver
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Testimony on HB 624

A

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee. 3}y name is Susan Boone
ot Helena, Montana. I oppose HB 624.

I feel that an early education is very important for the developmentally
disabled person.

Farlier education enables the person to learn things which wiil help
them adjust and advance more rapidly in classes. Delaying education to a
later age only hinders advancement.

The younger the child begins to lecarn the morc rapidly he will besin
to adjust to and become an important part of the community and be able to
share in an everyday normal lifc along with everyone else without feeling
unaccepted. '

These children should retain the opportunity and right to learn at
as early an age as possible. More education (i.e. beginning education

as early as possible) only helps, it does not hinder.

In my own son's case, there were no special education pregrams
available for him at the ages of 3,4, and 5. 1 fecl that he would
have benefited greatly by such a program if that program were available
at thut age.

He 1s currently in a program at the age of 7. I can't begin to tell
you how much he has achieved in the past two years in having the opportunity
to be a part of a special education program. I can only imagine how much
roTe progress he could have shown if the programs now available were available
then.

I feel the sooner the child is in school, thec more opportunity he and
other children with developmental disabilities will experience in later years.

Thank you for your time.

Susan Boone
1211 Williams Street
Helena, dMontuana 59601
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PROPOSED AMEFNDMENTS TO HB 624

THIRD READING BILI

Title, line 14.

Following: "CASES;"
Insert: "PROVIDING FOR FUNDING OF PRESCHOOL FROGRAMS;

Page 12.

Following: line 7

Insert: "NEW SECTION. SECTION 5. Funding for three -
to five-year-old special education programs. When the
board of trustees of a school district decides to pro-
vide a special education program for three - to five-

year-old handfcapped CHL,dren, the total cost for the

program shall be paid by the state through cH: office

of the superintendent cf nublic instruction.
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SENATE EDUCATION WWMMITTEE

March 14, 197

9

Ve

HOUSE BILL 285 EPRESENTATIVE MARKS

House Bill 295 clarifies the residency statu
need of special education and requires i
such children to pay the special educati
1-1-215, MCA, does not clearly define re:
of children who reside in an i Qtltu i on or a

proposed legislation, a child's residence is the same as
that of his parents or guardian unless otherwise determined
by the court; or the parent's last known district of
residence if the parent has left the state. The resident
district of a child in need of special education is required
to pay tuition for the child.

HOUSE BILL 258 REPRESENTATIVE DUSSAULT

House Bill 298 authorizes and establishes procedures for
contracting cooperative contracts for special education. A
cooperative contract is an agreement between two Or more

school districts to pool resources for the purpose of

providing special education. The proposed legislation establishes
the type of resources that may be pooled; mandates the contonts

of special education cooperative contracts; requires the

Attorney General to approve each cooperative contract; requires
the final approval of the Superintendent of Public Instruction;

3

l

4
+

establishes filing procedures of contract copies; authorizes
school districts eqterlng into cooperative contracts to
appropriate funds for the contract; and grants tenure rights
to teachers who work in cocoperative contracts.

HOUSE BILL 453 REPRESENTATIVE SOUTH
House Bill 453 removes retirement benefits from computation of
allowable costs for special education. Currently, the state
pays the employers share of retiremont benefits of teachers
employed by special education cooperatives. The state is
relieved of this responsibility in the proposed legislation.
Local governments will be required to pick up the tab for
employers share of retirement be”nflts by determining a

retirement fund levy in accordance with school laws.
HOUSE BILL 624 REPRESENTATIVE MARKS

House Bill 624 changes the age requirements for attending school
and makes special education programs permissive in certain casss.
The age requirement for attendance ic changed to 3ix years old
and 19 years for a1l children. School districts will have the
option of providing special education for handicapped persons
between the ages of (¢ and 25 when such programs are anproved
by the Superintendent of Public Instruction and the trustees
Approval, however, does not obligate School districts to establish
tiie programs.

P v
'U



I,

COMMITTEE ON

AT S,

DA RPN
' ¢ A0

TORY' REGIES

hotd, 29

SRR

TN T ey 5 .
R R : Siopart §~1
._;(C__’-:L_ ..Biﬂ_.llijw - (C' AR .IA C’l(2 E;r’c ¢ V;} i€ty L_Clwu .
= {:,:)gyﬁjg,ér;(_/m [, - b)C llov 1 j \“} 7"&';1{_ d./ SO R i
ekt Colse 1 2de) D «,!:_-W_f“_«_/. o ]
\"(;j‘-q},"\f"{ L]US]‘:JU]C/;\ @f‘l./f.—er//‘”; / //'}VQ/,// 55/:’&/ .
( < /a(( (///[ /)i/ T T
A Jzat%%/ é}f i i_“u,_* ;_;Lﬂf LY ? A fm ' — >y ]
/W / < '\"’\f_‘/\ -(\%—LEM . 1
NN \\( \_’\ e . ~‘ i / t— L t QL‘J - < )J t _'\!rk ZL7"/:) /-{/ — __‘_E
( N J &y N
.Clp,. . )}\J\J\’\/ i i>)'3_ Q n\ S \% f\ Y { - b ‘/')4 (]/‘ 1
G s |
//3 - fj Lero .)a/ =/ ///f/":_?lzji 1’_”’7‘( LAY 4
e 1 - a5 | -
I 275
e _ o V/J}‘j/ prd
e R i
I . e .\\
S SR R S N
JJSE— — e S — . |

(Pleagse 1aéawves

Y Y (NI Y aard

b N sy b e e v 4-Y, 7




& Date Q?L/ e/ 7
= bl
WOLL ChLL
_ EDUCATION . COMMITTEE

46th LEGISLATIVE SESS5ION - 1979

NAME PRESENT ABSERT EXCUSED
Sen. Bob Brown, Chairman Py
Sen. BEd Smith, Vice Chairman x
Sen. Jesse O'Hara x
Sen. George McCallum bd
C = 7 /y
Sen. Elmer Severson :
Sen. Mike Anderson A
Sen. Chet Blaylock X
Sen. Larry Fasbender X :
Sen. Richard Smith _ Y
Sen. Bill Thomas Y

S

Each Day Attach to Minutes.
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Page 8

Minutes

Senate Education Committee
March 14, 1979

Shirley Miller, birector of the Special Education Unit of the
Oifice of Public Instruction, presented her testimony to the
committee in support of the bill (attachment #25).

Phil Campbell, representing the Montana Education kssocilation,
stated the association does not oppose the bill.

OPPONENTS
Bill Hickey, Administrator of the Anaconda Pubklic Schools,
presented his testimony in opposition to the bill to the

committee (attachment #26).
Buddy Malee, Anaconda Teachers Union, stated opposition to the bill

hauna Thomas, representing the Amoerican Federation ¢f Teachers,
AFL-CIO, stated opposition to the bill.

)

being no further proponents and c¢pponents to the bill, the
ing was closed.

There Leing no further business, the meeting adjourned to reconvene
Friday, March 16, at 12:00 noon.

Lol B

tor Bob Brown Chairman

%’l
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Minutes

Senate Education Comaittee
March 14, 1979

Elaine Cooley,
a cooperative
of having all

Regional Coordinator, stated Choteau
of 26 districts and she supportaed the
the moneys flow to the host district.

is forming
concept

Lyle Grayson, Asslistant Director of
presented his testimony to the
(attachment £24).

Pupil Services,
committee in support

Billings,
of the bill

John Fero, representing the School Administrators of Montana,
Stated support for the bill.

Jim Flanders,
the bill.

Tri~County Cooperative, Broadus, urged support of

Brad Nimmic, Great Falls Special Educzticn, urged support of the

There being no further proponents and no
hearing was closed.

opponents to the bill, the

HOUSE BILL 453 REPRESENTATIVE SOUTH

Senator Fasbender presented the bill for Re
He stated the bill came about at the reques
on special education of Finance and Claims.
prorates costs where districts cross county
local districts have stated approval of the idea
to have to levy any more. The subcomulttes r
special education and has guaranteed there will be no state

wide levy for special education. He stated the bill is permissive
and would free up extra money and not harm ithe programz. He

stated it appears the foundation program will be funded at 8%

5

[

- 1.
walit

D

for the first of the biennium and 10¢ for the second.
PROPONENTS
John Fero, representing the School Administrators of Montana,

stated that organ17aklon has had a
said it fits in with HB 116 and SB 2 and the cap on special
education. He noted it is hard to say they support the bill
but they do. If the foundation program is funded at 8% and

hard time with this. He

10% there will be no problem.
Leonard Sargent, representing the Montanz School Boards Association,
said their feelings are the same as the School Administrators.

A
and also to HB
they do support
foundation program.

They were opposed to the bill in the beginning
116 as they considered them a package. He said
the bill due to the verbal committments on the

n

ot
-
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AQUSE BILL 298 REPRESENTATIVE DUSSAULT

j2¢)

Representative Dussault read the title of the bill: "An act
uthorLZLng special education cooperative contracts; detailing
the contents and requirements of the contracts; auvthorizing
school districts to appropriate funds to cooperatives; providing
for teacher tenure for special education cooperatives". She
gsaid the bill sets out the details of contracts and how they
are ratified for special education cooperatives. She said up
to now they have been using the regional services method of
providing services. Last session they (regional services) were
sunsetted and she pointed out 1f this bill does not pass, there
is no way of prO”idipq services unitably She polinted out

up to now host districts must bear the cost of the programs
even at 100% state funding which results not in actual cost

to the district but in an actual inflated budget. This bill
allows the cocperative to be the monoy Muluer and the moncys

go into the cooperative from all the disgtricts. She said thne

anure will rest with the cooperative - the older teachers will
AOt loose their tenure and the new teachers will gain tenurte ‘
with the cooperative.

Snirley Miller, Director of the Special Zducation Unit of the
ice of Public Instruction, presented her testimony in support
the bill to the committee (attachment # 22).

Larry Holmguilst, Regional Special Education, Belgrade, stated
his support for the bill by pointing out some system 1s needed
to provide service to rural schools since Regional Services
has been sunsetted.

Leonard Sargent, representing the Montana School Boards Association,
stated the support of that association for the bill.

arpara Stegner, representing the Helena Valley School District
, pPresented her testimony to the committee in support of the
111 (attachment #23).

Mike Ikard, representing Regional Scrvices, stated this bill
will certainly help as Regional Services has been sunsetted.
He felt there are safeguards against the proliferation of

cooperatives and said it 1s critical that all districts have
someone to answer to and suggested that perhaps that could '

1

e the director of the cooperative or the special education
director of the host district.

o
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HOUSE BILL 295 REPRESENTATIVE MARKS

Representative Marks opened by presenting a proposed amendment
to the committee (attachment #19) which simply servas to bring
the codes into conformity. He said the bill is intended to
clarify the definition of residence in the provision cf
special education services. He said it is necessary in light
of legislation intended to put soms costs back on the local
level to put the responsibility for those costs back on the
residence of the parent rather than the district where the
child lives in a group home. By paying this portion as a
"tuition" amount, the costs stay in the home district as in
normal education.

PROPGNENTS

Bob Laumeyer, Superintendent, Boulder Public Schools, presented
his testimony to the committee in support of the bill (attach-
nent #20).

Shirley Miller, Director of the Special Education Cnit of the
Office of Public Instruction, presented her testim oony in supporbt
of :the bill to the committee (attachment £21). &

Fhi T

Jonn Fero, representing the School Administrators of Montara,

Dqln.ed out that aparOXLmafely 1/3 of the children in special
ducation classes in Helena are from out of district. He

said he urges support of the bill as many districlts will realize

cost savings if they don't have to carry the load of those out

of district students. He felt the kill was an eguitable way

to distribute the cost.

Larry Holmguist, Regional Special Education, Relgrade, asked

that the committees amend the bill to malke sure that the clarification
is made as to which district is to provide the service, stating he
had seen cases where children do not receive any service while
schools fight over who is responsible.

Leonard Sargent, representing the Montana School Boards Ass
stated he supports the bill for the reasons previously stat
tle said school bhoards =zre not eager to provide services on a
local level at partial local cost if tuition is not provided from
the home district.

ation,

[

o
ed.

&

There were no further proponents and rno opponents to the bhill and
the hearing was closed on House Bill 295.
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opportunities are cut off at age 18 she will only have had the
advantageof 10 years of education - not 12 like normal children.
He quoted an Attorney General's opinion which says in order to
be out of school students must be 16 years of age and have
finished 8th grade. He felt this is very unfair as some
handicapped students do not mecet that criteria.

Brad Nimmick, representing Great Falls Special Education
Services, presented his testimony in opposition to the

bill to the committee (attachment # 13). He aiso presented
letters to the committee in opposition to the bill from

~parents and interested persons (attachments #14, 15, 16, 17).

Chet Johnson, Directoxr of Special Education, Billi
his opposition to the bill saying the benefits of
iucation for handicapped children are well known. He stressed
e need for a mandatory law and supporting dollars for pre-
school education. Without a mandatory provision many programs
already developed will fall by the wayside and many won't be
developed that should.

ed his
1 (attach-

Dan Gregiler, Great Falls Special Education, piese
testimony to the committee in opposition to the b
aent #18).

e} -
e
il

There being no further testimony on the bill, Representative Marks
closed by saying there is a clear distinction in the law which says
if you serve 3-21 year olds in special educatlion you have to serve
the normal school population in that same age group. All of
those who are opposed to the bill have services already, he said.
He felt that by the local control inherent in election of school
board trustees, parents can be sure programs won't be cut. He
replied to Mr. Meldrum, SRS, by saying SRS opposes the bill
because they would have more clients to serve, but maybe that's
where they belong. He expressed a concern with finances if the
foundation program isn't fully funded. He said normal educational
programs would be cut if special education i1s mandated which in
effect is discrimination against normal children. Representative
Marks thanked everyone for coming and testifying noting programs

are obviously doing a good job or they wouldn't all be here supportin

thermn.

The hearing was closed on House Bill 624.

~

o
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school classes provide a critical function in that area alone.
Early intervention, treatment, and education in many cases can
resolve problems which will then allow a child to function well
in the lst grade classroom. By using an early intervention
appreoach such as the pre-school program we are saving time and
money, she noted. Mrs. Hall told the committee she appreciated
their concern about money but felt the first concern must be
with the children.

Larry Holmquist, Supervisor of Special Education, Special
. Education Regicnal Services, Belgrxae, presented his testimony
in opposition to the bill to the committee (attachment #8).

Robert Bedingexr, a parent of four learning disabled children,
told the committee if his two eldest children had been
identified as learning disabled in early childhoocd their
educational career would not have been so traumatic. His
younger two children had their problems identified through
testing and are doing very well. He emphasized the point if
those children had been identified and worked with at a pre-
school level they would not have been subjected to the problems
they have endured for the last 12 years. He noted the time,
meoney, and effort spent and frustration felt bv teachers and
parents as well as the children need never have happoned if
pre-school classes were mandatorily available.

Shirley Miller, Director of the Special Education Unit of

the Office of Public Instruction, presented testimony stating
the opposition of the Office of Public Instruction to the
bill (attachment #9).

Judy Gardner, representing her 4 year old handicapped &
Theresa, presented her testimony in opposition to the bi
the committee (attachment #10).

ucghter,
11 to

du
11

Rosemary Zion, representing the Developmental Disabilities
Montana Advocacy Program, presented her testimony in opposition

to the bill to the committee (attachment #11).

Diane Kielbock, Helena, parent of a four year old profoundly
deaf child in a pre-school program, presented her testimony
in opposition to the bill to the committee. (attachment #12).

Dick Carlson, parent of a 15 year old handicapped child, stated
his daughter could not enter schonl until she was 7 du= to her
birthday being in December. Therefore, she was eight years old
while still in the first grade. He said if her educational
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the American Academy of Pediatricians supports programs for the
developmentally disabled. Dr. Strickler asked the committee to
support pre-school programs for developmentally disabled children
by all means as they are very worthwhile.

Susan Boone, Helena, presented her testimony in opposition to
the bill to the committee (attachment #3).

John Fero, representing the School Administrators of Montana,
stated his organization supports special education but
their main concern is where the money is coming from. 1In
that respect they feel the permissive approach is best.

"Jim Meldrum, Chief, Resources and Planning Bureau of the
Developmental Disabilities Division of the Department of
Social and Rehabilitation Services, presented his comments
about the bill to the committee (attachment #4). T

Sue Mess, presenting the children of pre-school age in Kalispell,
and appearing as a mother of a four year old handicapped child,
told the committee her son entered the pre-school program a

year ago at which time he could not walk, talk or feed himself.
Six months later, he sits up, walks and self-feeds. Extensive
testing done through his class has determined he is not mentally
retarded although he is handicapped. With the head start he

has gotten all indications are he will be functioning well in

a regular classroom by age 6. She told the committee of

another child - deaf, dumb, mentally retarded - whose parents
would not put him in Boulder. At this point he is walking and
talking and they feel the money which the state has saved by

not supporting another child at Boulder for the rest of his

life is enormous compared to what training and educating him
through established school programs will be.

Ken Rohyans and his daugher, Becki, age 3-1/2, a pre-school
handicapped Down's syndrome pupil, presented testimony to
the committee asking that provision of special education
be made mandatory from the age of three (attachment #5).

Paulette Mills, Early Education Specialist, Bozeman Public
Schools, presented her testimony in opposition to the bill to
the committee (attachment #6).

Tammy Hall, Chairman of the Bozeman Special Education Advisory
Council, presented the committee with letters from parents
in cpposition to House Bill 624 (attachment £7).

Mrs. Hall stated locating the problem area of a handicapped
child is not always easily done but the earlier it is done,
tne better, both for the child in terms of trecatment of the
problem and for parents in acceptance and education. Pre-
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SENATE EDUCATION COMEITTEE
MARCH 14, 1979

The Senate Education Committee met Wednesday, March 14, 1979,

in Room 402 of the Capitol Building. Senator Bob Brown, Chairman,
opened the meeting at 1:00 p.m. Committee members present were
Senators Brown, Ed Smith, Thomas, O'Hara, Richard Smith, Anderson,

Severson, Fasbender, McCallum and Blaylock.

The following bills were heard: House Bill 624
louse Bill 295
House Bill 298
House Bill 453.

HOUSE BILL 624 REPRESENTATIVE MARKS

Representative Marks stated the bill changes the present law

from mandatory to permissive for special education of 3-5

year olds and 19-21 year olds. He stated there are approximately

809 3-5 year olds and approximately 400 19-21 year olds currently

being served in permissive programs in the state. If state

law 1s not changed this session, the state will continue to pay

for these classes, however, pending legislative would mandate

local districts to pick up some of the costs. Representative

Marks said he fears the impact on districts where there is a

very small number of students. He said it is necessary to make
1s statute permissive to avoid that potential problem and to

allow districts to take a look at provision of service on an

individual basis.

PROPONENTS AND OPPONENTS

There was some confusion among the proponents and copponents of the
bill and therefore testimony is presented in the following minutes
according to the order of the testimony as presented before the
committec.

Bob Laumeyer, Superintendent, Boulder Public Schools, presented
his testimony to the committee in favor of the bill (attachment
#17).

Aagie Hansen, representing the Associations for the Developnentally
Disabled, offered an amendment to the bill (attachment£2) which stated
if the bill would pass with the permissive rather than mandatory
directive, the state would pick up the total funding of the

3-5 year old segment of special education programs as they are
initiated.

Dr. Jeff Strickler, a Helena pediatrician, stated he has an
interest in children with developmental disabilities. He said

3 .ﬁ'\';;‘g
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March 14, 1979

Bob Brown, Chairman

Senate Education Committee
State Capitol

Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Senator Brown:

I would like to cffer testimony in opposition to House Bill 624 - mal

cing
three to five year old permissive rather than manatory.
I am a parent of a 3% year olo profoundly deaf girl. Stacey was born a normal
baby. At 14 months old she contacted spinal meningitis. &as a result of that
illness she was left profoundly deaf. We as parents knew within the first

cocuple hours that she could not hear. But what good is early detection with-
out any services.

She started gre-school half days this last fall. I can't begin to tell vou how
well she is progressing in school. The fi:st thing the school did was to write
an Individual Education Plan for her. . Many professionals had input with this;
along with us as parents. At first I felt many of the gozals they expected

her to achieve was asking too much of a handicapped three vear old. BRut we
were soon to learn that they knew what they were talking aboubt. She 1s not only
meeting the expectations but exceeding many. -

Stacey signs about 300 words, and says about 25 words. She knows all~of her colors;
how ¢ld she is and she can count to 5 on her hands. She has said all of her vowal

sounds and i1s learning more speech each day. It still amazes me that they can
teach a deaf child to talk. Although she does wear hearing aids she has no real
usable hearing. The pre-school is not a babysitting service; these people are

trained professionals who know how to teach ocur very special children and believe
me they make the children work.

72 as parents can teach her the basics lxkn dressing etc., but I'm only a parent;
We're net a trained professional and she needs that kind of ce. Not only

p b
is she in school but we are learning along with her

If vou discontinue the 3-5 vear old program, it will be a ginnt step backwards
for us. A normal child learns language by listening, vou don't have to teach
trhem and by the time they are 5 years old they are ready to start school . Stacey
has to be taught language and speech. Statistics show that 80% of a childs' -
emotional, social and language is developed between the ages cf 0-3. 5o what
haprens to Stacey? It will cost more te have her enter schocl at 5 or 6 and put
her in a self contained classrocm; or send her to the deaf and blind school -

then te educate her now sc she can be mainstreamed at 5 or 6. More than anything

we want to keep her home. She is normal in every other way, but she has toc have

services now. With the proper training and education she can live as normal

life as the rest of us. But if we ingore her now it will be impossible to ¢
hi




Senatcor Bob Brown
March 14, 1979
Page Two

If yvou make House Bill 624 a law you will seriocusly
handicapped children in all of dMontana. Please gi ; : Bl
handicapped children like her the opportunity for a normal life. It will cost
less to educate her now; compared to instituticn costs laterc.

.
-
“

Thank you for your time and I hope you will give serious consideration to what
I have just said.

Sincerely,

cc: Members of the Senate Education Committee
E4 B. Smith
Jesse O'Hara
George McCallum
Elmer Severson
Mike Andersor
Chet Blaylock
Larry Fasbender
Richard Smith
Bill Thomas
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Mr. Chairman and Committee Members:

The following amendment currently attached to HB 624 will
seriously curtail any chance of helping children who have sgpecial
educational developmental problems in the three to six-year-old
bracket. Because the condition will be left untreated until at
a later time, it will be harder to overcome their handicaps and
the damage done may never be corrected in their lifetime.

“Ifsxi\ﬂfkrfhf””f\ra%%fzzzf:égﬂ41nh is left to the—school
i135555:25*~b3§g;ng_oime&txa«cvhrcuiar\aem
\% ;br~r%ght,naw_stkq~%he-p*aeef

Second: It will eliminate qualified professional staff

who are especially trained to help children overcome their devel-
opmental problems before entering regular school classes. Their
training by professibnal staff will make the transition l=ss
traumatic for the child to the classroomn.

Third: If the child's developmental problens are not dealt
with in the early stages of his life, it will seriously affect his 4
emational well-being in later life. And, all because someone felt

a budget cut was necessary 1n the school board meeting.

I ask you not to pass this amendment.

Connie Bluedorn
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL - 295

Lines 19, 20 and 21, page 1 are in conflict with 20-5-305 MCA.

Suggested amendment:
Line 20, page 1l: Insert after the word for: '"tuition as established

under 20-5-305 and 20-5-312 for special education students."

Strike remainder of lines 20 and 21.

Sugyested amendment:

Line 8, page 2: Strike 20-5-303 and insert '"20~5-305 and 20-5-312."




o



HOUSE BILL - 295

The Superintendent of Public Instruction supports House Bill 295 but

does wish to alert you that it does not go far enough.

Montana laws relating to residency all speak to the father. What if the
‘\‘\ ‘(,r/!ﬂ) J2-

father is[Put of state and the mother in state but in another district

other than the last known district of the father's residence? It will no

doubt take a court case to determine a district of residence, a costly

determination.

receiving district serving a child living in a group or foster home,

»
e 22

may conceivably send a bill for service to a school district of residency

ce
which had never known of that child.

SHIRLEY M. MILLER

Director

Special Education Unit
Office of Public Instruction

March 14, 1979
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HOUSE BILL -~ 298

Both Montana and federal law mandate educational services to handicapped
children throughout the state. In the past these were provided in the
rural areas by regional services which is now sunsetted in 1930.
Cooperative services will £ill that gap. They are the reasonable

alternative to regional services.

Present cooperative laws present some problems in the formation of
educational cooperatives. These are tenuve, rental, recruitment of

staff, cash flow to the host district and gevernance. House Bill 298

o
Cu

dresses these problems to facilitate the formation and operation of

special education cooperatives.

The Superintendent of Public Instruction supperts Ho

(o
43}
g
=
-
et
-
(88
5.0
el

SHIRLEY M. MILLER

Director

Special Education Unit
Office of Public Instruction

March 14, 1979 -
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Jim donley }
Administrator
Camusi Sulterton

B

Clerk-Business Manager

Business Office 458-9172

"RE:

As a Special Education Resource

wish to speak in favor of House

Cooperative contracting

the development of such;

{

HB 298 - Special Education

between

establishes funding

Jim Darcy and Warren Schools
9490 Lincoln Rd. W. 2650 York Rd.

Helena, Montana 59501

Cooperatives

Teacher Ifrom

Bill
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tenureship of cooperative teachers.

a rurat

DUrces )

{
ena Valley Schogl District 1vs. 3

aunthorisneg

sets up
and

Barbara

Jack H. Benuett, Chairman
Dean D0 Mack, Trustee
Les Guay, Trustee

Ronald 0, Hostadd
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ECUSE BILL - 453

The State Superintendent recognizes there will be an increase in county
taxes but it will be equalized over the entire county, which is more

equitable than on a school district by school district basis.

This bill would treat the retirement costs for special education teachers
the same as for regular education teachers whose retirement is paid out
of county funds. Statewide there is a total c¢f 1,145 special education

teachers and support staff whose retirement will be aftfected.

Attached to this testimony is a table of 25 sample school districts

which shows the affects of House Bill 453 on these districts.

SHIRLEY M. MILLER

Director

Special Education Unit
Office of Public Instruction

March 14, 1979



v 1 885 %S6
1% 85921
gg* 99L°Y
06" 07C HT
- €61 266 €T
59" 296941
i1 CO8 AT
84 €T
£€9° TL0°%E
CH°T 66912
9% T Y666
A S8TCT
8L°T el
9g L' 0T
e SOL‘Yy
Gy e AR
6C° T l9°CL
981 000“1S
L6* 779 %6
00°¢ 788 6L
g ST'1T 000°18
Ine LL9°TT
£€6° Z0%‘6¢
e’ AR
VA 06Y°L
Gy —SASVIYONT T 0001
-1 HOVITTIN 14 QaaInId
TI0ISS0d NOTIVAIVAL
AATT ALNDOD A1EVXVL
UALOA-NOK y

i

L89°250°9¢Z

$80°ETE
vL6°22
TveievT
C63°6€T "
890 0CT T
€2L'LS¢E
Sy ERT
176182
89619
LEL9ST

SIS 0TT

98L°¢S
990 ‘¢89
GET' gy
6T'GT
8Y0 CET T
66L TIT T
£88 ‘%09
£6T L8 T
CRELL0'T
T6Z8%¢
LT%89¢
6TC w1
GLL9¢
HUTLIY f
LNOHLIM
Laoand
IVIOL

s391a3stp odues

Cs6L8T e

0%9‘0%T 8T

T12°LT 96¢ ‘0vE
G041 6L9°%T
126°¢ 891°96T
(Y1681 TV R YA
6S3°76 Le6‘zeey
L6 %¢ 0¢1°76¢
05s 9t CHLIGHT
S6C°TC 9¢z60¢
799°¢Cg 6vE €LY
LSS 9T Y67 61T
966°6 TIS0TT
098 ‘% 959 8¢
78€ LS orhienL
TINT LYSE6h
%69 988 °GT
€61°C0T 147¢¢€T
%5896 £69°902°‘T
T8Z°¢S 79T 8<9
0%6 65T CCTL86°T
T9Z°¢6 OpT TLT T
eSS £8.°009
665 °9¢ 986 “%0Y
L6T'T 976 ‘¢CT
£s0e 886t
LN Ta5and
~JU 1LY TVLOL
GZ UT $309339 - ¢¢y T1I€ ISNOH 40

STVIOL ALVLS

wayy £31D SBUIN
waP xneqim
watTy. aovey

wo Ty s3ur{iIg
SH SBuUTTi 19
WO DAty

Gi1 adavy

Gl uvwozog

WoTH UBWIZOY
watyg uolsTUTATT]
SH uo03sduTAT]
wayg aoraadng
SH 00 ©BInOSSTK
uaT £2q00g
waTd 3Taque]
woyq vInossTH
w1y 233049

SH 233ng

WO SITB4 IESA9
SH STTed 3w21d
waTy TrodsTred
SH TTredsTrTy
waTy ¥3034971Y

Sl yaogdrg

IOINLS1d

NOTLVINIWATARI 40 SLIN5HEd



Special Services
Office 563-5101

ANALOL\DA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
P.O. Box 1281
ANACONDA, MONTANA -
53711

My name is Williaw F. Hickey. I am an adminiztrator of the Anaco:nda

Public Schools and I am testifying as an opponent House Bill 116 and
Bill 453, I have been professionally involved with education and

:1 education for over 12 years. I was involved in drafting our current

egialation and was the principal draftor of the "Special Education Rules
and FRegulation Reference Manual." I am slso very familiar with Fedaral laws

and regulations governing services to handicapped children. 1 have been
directly involved with educating children and h?l icapped children through
teaching, Special Sﬂrv‘”e work, local district administration, state level
administration, and as a college teacher. As an educator, I feel equale
rezponsible to the ¥u1d1capped as well as non-handicaprzsd children of lMontana.,
lg, such as House Bills 116 and 453, will hur‘ hoth handicappaed children

Bil
and non-handicapped children in their public education thro straired
fundips

unding.

While this bill is referred to a2s
iy an additional burden con regular e
from aschool districts as a result of this
contributed to the district from Special

nd will be required to be picked up by
capped children are or are not served. Such 18 of
inappropriate burdens on local taxpayers via propert
not limits in taxation, but are shifts from sta
vroperty taxes. 0Of all of our tax programs,
ost strained source of revenue. Such shifts
cvernor's Homestead Relief Tax Program.

ucation it is

3
tu lt/ g

& 1“:)

R i
y taxes, Thege

i
~
(SR

In the Anaconda Public Schools, this proposed change would decr
our revenue from a low of $87,000.00 to a high of $100,000.00. The
overall is figured at about 21% of Specizl Education bn iget, This mon
can be made up only by a large additional mill increase or by cutti
mately 5 staff in the regular education program in the district.
economic conditions necessitated reducing cur staff by 30 positions.
biils, if picked up by mill levy, may also lead to the ultimate defsat of
the district levy and subsequent educational problems for all chnildren within
our district., Many other districts within the state would experienc
problems similar to ours.

I am in favor of the state and federal government, via their respective
culouwtutlons, speaking for the rights of its citizcnry and dafining those
rig When the state and federal government, via constitutional i '3 or

their law define human dignity and individual freaodom and equality, then tre
state and federal government must also supply reascnabls means = to
port its mandate. Both state and federzl constitutions, as well as state

leral law, guaranteec the right of free and approprinte educalion for all
cwtlzeng. This change in funding dees maint 2
*2, but lessens the feasibility of such service through the decrs
of money to supoort this service. Any mandate hao only the interity
dollars backing

thie mandate.

. Lo
2in 2 mandate and tho

LJ

Phone:
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Wiille I am not a constitutional scholar, I do feel that there may be
a constitutional issuve if these bills are passed as currently written, I
would like to make reference to the 1971 California case of Serranc v. Priest.
In tnis court case the California State Sunreme Court ordered the state of
California to come up with a more equitable funding systam. In that the
Californ“a state constitution guaranteed equal educational opportunity tec all
of its tizens, it was therefore compelled tc have a more fair form of state
equalization. The Supreme Court felt that equal opportunity in education could
not be had between rich counties and poor counties and that there nust be
form of state revenue to equally support the schools. California is now under
a state Supreme Court mandate to have this accomplished by 1680. San Antonio
v. Rodriquez is another interesting court case determined by the Supreme Court
of the United States in 1973. This was a suit attacking the Texas system of
financing public educaticn. The question was again between local support in
education between rich districts and poor districts. The federal Supreme
Court stated that all that was guaranteed in federal constitutions waz the
education of "common schooling." Further delineation of the intent would have
to be found within Texas state constitution. The Texas state constit ution
also referred to "common schooling" and it was therefore determined that Texa
did not have the constitutional problem like that of California. In reviewin
the new Montana constitution, Article X, Section 1 states that: "It iz the
gozl of the people to QSLﬂblluh a system of education which will develop the
full educational potential of each person. Equality of educational opportunity
is puaranteaed to each person of the state." Article X, Section 3 state
”Th“ iegislators shall provide a basic systen of free gquality eler eﬂtary and
secondary schools.......” 1t seems that if such an issus in Montana were

O
9..:

3

fox
L

[SHEIM

raised, that Montana's constitution would follow that of California. Montana's
cld constitution's wording was somewhat different and if the suit was crier
N

Lo the new constitution, then a case would probably lean toward the San
Antonic decision.
While I recognize that there has been strong growth in Special Education
over the last 5 years, it must be rememberad that prior to 1974 Montana had
r st services. HMany nationally recognizad categories of handicapping
cenditions were not r@rown*““d by Montana law. This changed with the 1974
islation. Subsequent years showed dramatic increase in services and dollar
iiture. This period of growth should be abeut over and the program should

o
05
-

In order to assist this process, 1 publicly support Representative
Marke!' House Bill 624 which allows service for 3 through 5 and 12 through
21 o a permissive rather than mandatory basi This type of legislation
1 rrevent rapid growth in the pre-school area and with the clder students.
I fe2l it is a wise bill at this point in time.

also recognize the need for the legislature to place some riscal
‘ons on the Special Education program. For this reason, 1 would like
=5t the following:




AT,

i# 197¢-0 budget 29,4 {million - state nonies)
x1.0
31.458
—%Ll_(Revenue pro s 1§ are

L
[

ot of uncupendes
returned at the end of schoo
29.358 (State share via Foundation

year)

VHC«

+1.535 (Federal money, 94-142)
30.893 Full budget
-1.0 (Held back by OPI for emergencies)

29.893 Available for schools in Spring 1979.

(“]

19g6-8¢ budget 31.458
x1,05 (Inflationary)
33.0309
__-2.1  (Unexpended projection)
30.9309 (State share via Foundation)
+2.847 {(Federal money - 94-42)
33.7779
-1.0 {Held back by OPI for emergencies:

[92]

)
32.7779 Available for schools in Spring of 1920,

This would mean that over a three year period (1678, 1979, 1380) the states

share of special euucatlon has increased only 2.6% paer year for an average
increase of $510,300.00 per year. This process limits the growth and certain-
handles the 16 to 17 verbeﬂt growth experienced in past years.

As a result of considering a proposal like this, you would have:

1. Controlled and limited the growth of Special Education;

2. Made reasonable financial resources available;

3. Maintained state fiscal effort and have not jeopardized federal
funding by a lack of maintainance of fiscal effort;

4, Avoided a serious constitutional gquestion;

5. Maintained reasonable educational services and equal opportunity for
Montana school children.

Over an interim study period, the legislature could review the mancate
ard determine if the state of Montana wished to continue with existing state
mandates.  The 19871 legislature could then bettor deal with the future of
tniz type of service and funding.

I thank you for your consideration in this eooard,



ROBEBRT L. LAUMEYER, Superininnaent

Y v .
_([:,\uuL/,[:':, < t, ('Orzfa./za _»‘;QC‘;—?.‘K

“JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL

Ren Fulter, Priscizal
Phone 225-3317

Cler'e of Jettarsan Mig
Boulder Hlamaniary So

Stelia Upman
BOULDER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 275.3740
Barbsra Kenashy, Principal
Prone 225-3316

Possible consideration or House Bill 116

Instead of the State paying all of some costs and none
of other costs as written or a percentage of all costs as
I suggested or on an A.N.B. as it used to be,I believe there
is an answer that would cost less for State and districts,
and would allow the state department a degree of control.

Classroom Unit Funding - a school district prepares
its special education budget only in terms of what class-
room units they shall have. They shall document the need of
these classroom units to the state special education director.
Upon approval of their budget the district becomes eligible
for 507% of the classroom unit budget. In May of the schoel
year they receive the balance of the classroom budget depending
on how many classrooms they have had in operation during
vear as prorated for part of the year. This could exceed
the amount budgeted for if during the vear they had applied to
the special education director and show need for addizional
classroom units it could be less than the amount budgeted
for and they would receive the classroom unit payment for
the actual number of classroom units they had,

Ly

A classrom unit shall consist of one special education
teacher - all related services - all supplies 1978-76
estimate about $30,000, Allow 1 1/3 classroom unit for
1 classroom with special education teacher and teacher's aide

Robert L. Laumeyer
Superintendent
Boulder Public Schools

P.S. 1If all cooperative expenses were to be paid from

his classroom unit budget the first unit would have to be some-
what higher than the second units. T think cooperative
expenses could be paid as a dollar amount per ANB.
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Chotean, lMontana
March 7, 1979

Senator Robert Brown
Montana State Senate
State Capitol

Helena, lMontana 59601

Dear Senator Brown:

On March 14, 1979, the Senate Education Cormmittes vwill conside
several bills on the funding of special aducation. One of those bills
would require local districts to may for certain benefits for special
education staff (e.g. teacher retirement, social security). Another
bill would require local school districts to pay for "indirect" costs.

I am opposed to both bills for twe rcascns: (1) they would cause
recuced quality special education to be provided in a more restrictive
environment; and (2) they would result in increased cnsts for the
State of Montana. T urge that all suggested chances in the nresen
law e rejected and the cuestion of special education funding be
referred to an interim legislative study comittes.

5
1

First, the changes would result in roduced cunlity soecial
education nrovided in more restrictive onvirotments Por oxarmlae

Lade - r
1

the proposed .changes would make local school districts vay for

srecial education teachers benefits and indirect costs. AL the same
time the law would have the State of FMontana nay the cost of contracted
services.

I will use the exanple of a self-contained special education
nrogram of six handicapred children. I will assume that theyv are
oresently in a classroom in a schonl with non-handicaoced children.
With the prorosed law change a local school district would save monsy
by contracting with a private institution to provide suecial education.
This 1s because contracted services are paild for conwletelv by the
state. The private institution would e more restrictive than the
nublic school. The children would have no opsortunity to be with non-
handicapvred children during mealtimes, recess and other non-academic
periods. )

Further, the private institution would not e wnder the direct
supervision of the school trustees and tiw Superintondent of Dublic
Instruction. TFor that reason the instructicon could nobt be ronitered
for quality as closely as present peograms are.  The reosult would he
reduced quality special education programs in nore vestrictive
environments.



Second, U vroposed changes will rosuls in increased costs to the
State of Montara. This is for a similar reason as sovl above
School districts can save on payrent of staf? honelits indirect costs
oy contracting for them. In that way the State of "p wral
would pay for educational services instend of o Yoo

Puncg

Once again, T will give an exaumle to i1lusbiate. A Sehen] District
ey need a full time physical theranist. The service. o a physical
herapist may be obtained in tuwo wavs- (1) the School Dis frlct may
add one to its staff; or (2) the School Dis strict nay contract for
services with a nursing hane or other lacility.

Under the L)"(wued changes the School District would have to bear
sore of the cos £ the physical therapist if one vas added to the staff.
Certain em:)loyee benefits and indirect costs would have to be paid from
local school district funds. But if the School District contracted for
physical therapy services, all of the cosis vould b paid by the State
of lMontana.

Contracted services cost much more than hirs na g start verson.  For
xample, the rate for a contracted phusical therapist is botuoon $20 to
£ SO
D

1
per hour.  That is $800 to S1000 rer veok (based on a 10 hour woek) .

f 25 ¢ _
I do not mean to suggest that these are the oniy probloms vith the
bills. These are only a few problems T sco with the nronosed changes.
1 have read the arendments verv brief Lv. That is why T helieve the
subject should be studied verv closely. Perhans soro of the soocial
education costs should be paid frem local seheol district funds. RBut
ne method used hore will result in incimase ! srecial oo wition costs
with a loss in ouality of education.

At this tine I believe the Senite Liucation Corrd
aware of another problem. That is 'he lach oF adecuato soecial education
programs in the Doulder River Schonl ond Hospical., "lay school age
children in the boulder River School and fiospizal have no spocial
education teacher. Turther, theyv do not recei a 'l 6 henr dov of
schooling. Many do not receive all of tho cClal vrcdrams that they
need. Tor example, some do not receive sresch fh‘::z,a’,‘-_.'.

tree should e

As important, no efforts are made to establish snecial education
lasses for these children in the public schonls. Montana law requires
trat public school classes be establishod for all chil(:;:on who are

capable of attending special education classes in public schools. The
ﬂ:' icials of the oulder iver School ol ”ms;;.‘)i:tal have rn)t, reforred

any children to the Douldor Public Schools.  This is Jdespite the faoct
that there are children who are capable of attendinf: 2ial education
orograms in thoe public schools.

“IE the instilution officials would rofer the children, e Boulder
Puplic Schools would not accent thom.,  Mne fostrr child cuannos bo lazed
cut of the Boulder institution bocause the Boulder Public Sehools have
nade no efforts to identify children in the institution who oo ild attenc
public school special education provprams.  Mer have thee Friod fo
special education rroorams for th

?}’»Z ig




.-

The Boulder River School and Hospital should receive increased
wliing to adequately meet the needs of the handicapped children thore.

Jinut would solve the problen of the children vho need to Le cducated
in our institution or hospital.

However, that does not solve the problem of the refusal of the
Bouldar Public Schools to establish special education proorams for
handicapped children who exe capable of attending public school
programs. The Boulder Public Schools have for a long time tried to
avoid any responsibility for establishing adscuate programs of special
education for those children. They tried to obtain an Attorne 4 '
General's opinion which stated that they were not responsible for
any children in the institution; they failed. They are now involved
in litigation on the issue.

Cne solution would ke to remove the school age chlloren from the
Boulder School and Hospital to another facility in different cr‘" Niv“':c
public schools would establish special Vduﬂatlfm prograrrs For them.

For exanple, the Great Fells Public Schonls have a decreased enrollient.
Perhzps a residential facility in Great Falls COle ke obtained for

the institutionalized children. If the Great Falls Public Schools
would establish special edication programs for theso children, ther
these children would have an opportunity to attend an ade Tiate specl
education program in a public school.

U:

I urge you to consider ray suggesta_'m at th2 meeting on March 14
187%. Specifically, ask that you reject all amendments to the sp acd.a]
education law. In place of them, I L_rgo vou to establich an interim
study cammittee on transfering pac_Lal education costs to local districts

Jm

Finally, I urge you to consider moving the school age children of the
Soulder institution to ancther city vhere they would have an cpportunity
to attend special education programs in a public school.

Yours truly,

./ }
hdon ) (080t 0 8.5

bcﬁm Abrecnt

cc Ed Smith

Jesse O'Hara
Larry Fasbender
Bill Thomas
Chet Blaylock
Mike Anderson
Ororge MeCallum
timer Severson
ichard Smith
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The Honorable George McCallum
The Senate of Montana

Capitol Station

ilelena, dontana 59601

bear Scnator McCallum:
Previously, T scnt you some materials on P.L. ©1-142 and special cuucation.
T urge you again to consider money spont in speci

i Cutic
sound move. Y...society will pay a heavy price if it refuses
the 750,000 adolescents who drop out of

ticn as & fimancially
to help theu. Of

RS N e 3 ] - P N a1,
oo voar, 1Uoas estimatoeos that

b

one-third end up on relief rolls or in institut Is probubly that a laree
proportion of these youn: people are leavning With our areoming knowl-

ol of the ways in which youngsters loarn, we 1 ¢ o turn rany of
tien into learners and achicevers.”  (Lauried B Anderson, dlelpins the liclescont
with the llidden ilandicap)

A study identifying and remediatine handicapping conditions in committed

juvenile deliquents reduced recidivism d!&mu;luﬂlly.

The ¢nclosed articles by Ur. Poremba of Colovado furthor clorify what is
needed,
It is not enough to treat the symptoms of a problewm with a "get-toush”
solicv., It 1s necessary to get at the cause of a problem. A chitd experiencing

ss in school does not get in troubl 3 children with hidden handicaps,
ellivent children who have dif fluulLicn 1elrninu; special cducation holds
Ley--the key to their future as responsit citizens,

Learning disabled are approximately 10% of the total p@pulntion. Artificially
centrived figures, such as 2.5%, deny an appropriate cducation to many chiluren,
and puts Moltana in non-compliance with the fe”“*al Law P.L. 94-142 which states
that special education must scrve all handicapped children, regardless of

scverity.

It you necd more information about this, pleasce call.
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uvrenbe explained

*7 ’T'I‘D may affect ao

. "y S"
{he
ve FYL {"“j‘, cOTISHS

cnses of sight, Lonrs

nesthesis,

STITUDINAL POSUTToN
Praprioception. he
clves “that forn :
4 gel In terms of oo
cdinal pesition withl. ...
ar relaticnship to ohiv
mmediate cavirnnn:

Kinesthesis  he  defin - g
the musculo-skeleto L e

thelsubtle
: < hotnunihers In sequence
aste and smell — or U e | ke
cases of prepriorepte o sadimirror vision anA
As a result he mav
into junior hivh schoul or even
high schienl without learning to
rclulb or__wrile progariv,
fro"zcd with a :,vn.y re wdm;

peers roove ahond mxi!.\x
the “failure ))rr‘ru')'"
he drops ont of tie hvrmh']t...,:

an that tells us where o 5pp

ioht BS our arms, our - . ’%'«WS
o head, In relationshee o L owaor

'7’ I Hflkl*rl AISRUN RN
»'&5 tiuch as a gunrle: A

hanl-age population no.

4 or o mara disa N
Sgsuvd, hamoperinghe ¢ he

weationally and  then ;
“nportant business o
Hving,

HiSTTAS Thgoriant o BTN

Letistics earlv T .

aved that more thon 0 —o- 0y

stof the Juvende dei

0 clash with the Lo
valte boaato i

Atcaliv pro
15 (he ek
st, D fl-:«v::Lx

cos thase ohldeon e

apud rov They, slihes
7 tetids to b e
<y en them.

Such & child he o =

1

Py

¢

schael mmilicu and
relationship to ovrv g Lelsewher

emilting f:lih}l't’. is lite
Jtopaichient tht can e

. 1~1c;1}\f;x.sl mvvtmg.

’m'\u soead oty

Somne drift iate the dov sule s
hoarm lipatien

Corvsr Pot? Phots &y Dave Buresh

DR. CHESTER D. POREMBA EMPHASIZES A POINT

Ho was less thon kind on comments on juvenile courts.

ve the 1y n-mm, innal parslstoncs maragﬁ to

¢l graduate frem hizh school—and
thal opens up still another gve-

einue of {ailure.

“There's that misorable (Job)
anplication to fif out,” Dr.
Poremba said. “He can't han-
dle i, and that adds s his ewan
miserahle coneept of himeelf

Con-LAnd if be gets the job he may

be fied half & day luier

;i becuse he ean't handle that ei-
yither”

ITe knows a 32 yearold col-
lege  graduate, Dr. Poremba
81 said, who can't succeed fn any
chb Livolving figures bocausa be
s unable to put them in their
proper e iee. Faen i writs
g dhown g telephione ot

Beoeadd, Beowddt e Tk all fhe
--\{.'{o frabae sure every pupdl hag atpnmnbirs Lat i wiong  se-
[ le mt one SUCEess cvery "?q‘l“"f"‘

. ay
'H»"»* weuld be o solution “ifi(;g_n't do it that way, Jet's §i

sy waukd ondy take

Qo .U.,'_: at

iyt L

e N

T

’ -
‘. r

.

o [
hoes 1 e
MY
I o

_stwd

lognized it himse

time

Sfrom here! ™ Dr.

day, Wednesday and Th r<ria_v
license applicants unzbl Y
the written ekamir?t'un are
given examinaticns  in-

A buman touch helps ton, D..
Poremba said, es In the case of
2 22-year-0ld man who flunked
the written driver's examina-
tion.

“The fellow (st ths license
bureau) sugpested that the man
take the written exam again.
The questions he got right
would be counted a3 right, he
said, end thosa he gol wrong
would be given to him orally.
That apprc»ch 0 relaxed the
man that he took the written
exam and passed it.

“The <imple human response
hlpod That kind of operation

e need Iots more of "
SII\APLE THOUGHTFULNESRS

Bul  shnple  thoughtfulness
often i3 lacking.

“Now, when we're talking
about gross handicaps, society
teils tha cripple what it thinks
wren | builda s brand pew
building without facilitfes for a
wheelchair, or 1§t Instails tele-
phones only for people who are
Sfect-13,” he said.

“¥nat ' sayw i5 that han-!,

dicapped people czn make en
adjustment, can sueceed, (but)
ga very often the lack of suc-
Cess i3 not the patient's lack of
2hility, It's gociaty’s fault,” he
said. .
The younger those “‘Invisible
di;uhl‘lfl"ﬁ” B""‘ dnt"(‘t(_‘a' e

‘Poremba £aid. ?Jt'h his o aphjy
ticated stall gt the hospital tha
Isn't cifficalt, ho conceded, but
in ymh!lc and private schools
creation of guch staffs i3 fust
b g-mTﬁ g T
The ~ hamLcap ped  person
ckild or edul, “is not going to
do enything (to correct or enm-
penantng !.nfﬂ gamehody recoy-

nisrs that problein snd ha ror
[( 1

“The ldea Iz to say ‘Okay, vou

.
i
out ancther way to get ¢

.;children, he said

vote-getting b
“today judges
sd they can §;
being legalistic.”
“People zre polafll
two exteme concepls |
Juvenile court,” he sa
exireme calls the g
nalistic, and sor8
bad. The other ext®:
legalistic and somehow
good. The crass iroge is
axp..mg L".esp extrils |
is forgolten,”” ~—~ W~
The legal gystem ba
cLa*rxostxc £ervicergs Lo
:md “they are bein[l-h.
by those who feel (/I 5.
should ba in ths legal
not the diagnostic somcﬁ
“I don’t think ‘t/gy’
in the senss of porfl} v
the answer at ell (1o §
delinquency),” Dr,
said.  “l think
sophisticated,
judges are required.
But a3 culpable ag the
tion and justice s .
ths real responflic
change lies with "w2
munity, be said.
“I think Ind
labor, need var;
he ea

W
-1

finding jobs, Dr. Polilh
but' “semetimes you can'l
etting involved Lboogasa
involved with tie mr'
The state has a Rq
Division, he noted, bat

Lds £rs oot cavekcdiv r
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1First of threearticles)

'y HERS STOENNER
Demver Post Ntaff Writer
seerel marriape  betwcen  youth
senoang learming disubibities 18 begine
< loosurlacC,
strange Hejlows  and  strange
sakers through suciety. Fach has been
wn for vears i studies of bizarre be-
ors. but the allionce scems to be
ething new.
+ least in celerado, statisties are show-
ol w4 par cent of  juvenile
agecits bave climcally provable learn-
‘dissthites. Severzl other slates such
Oxlshema and Minuoesota are busy
nng their’ pereentuage puinls on s
Ape
o fhesar I

Wt Poeatclier ot fearn

Poremba, nationghy
s haabehingex
whof povetioisy al U8 o o< Hospe
WO e G oseusstd B oepheihons
thia Lebaoes He pieass ol unusual
s ginitenuch as he
! veaTr i ehief psy-
ogtst fur Deever's Bivenide Court.
o atew s the holder of three: degrees
wothe Uiaversaiv of Denver and served
wteriship at Colorado Gereral Hospi-
¢ supetveaed tranimg at DU Pay-
al dervees lor Children and the
s npereh {le has long
2 supjerier of the Natwnal Assocta-
w Chitdren with Learmag Disabili-
a0 Dow serves as 3 vice president of
arganizatien
'he pereeniuge of youths involved in
es who lunve earmng  disabulities
Sably dsnt rsayp” Deo Poremba said,
my opinwn, the linkage was there all
time .. we just weren't smart
20 to know about it

Year of Testing

%we Colerade survey producing the link-
-detaifed results of a year's testing in
'h of delinguency commitments to the
Lout Mountain School for Boys in
‘en
sning disabiities. each youth had an
eage of 14 dehicits tkinds of disabili
<y This survey was cenducted by the
th Serviers Divisien of he Depart-
¢ of Institutions.

Pihough highly critical of educational
rems, Dr. Peremba nade 1t clear that
was lesking al the problem on a3 na.
¢ rather than pamnting a finger
v Cslerada or Denver Public School
ems whieh he calied “{airly advanced

RErew bur co
S“I".(':! !

ny

Ul

, |

A

il sc0

carly feaders o recogniang  the
iliies prebivn
i Poreinbo sad that the  linkuge
cved 3 burst of nfecest at the 1974 In.
thanal Coitlerence of the Association
Children with Learmng Disatalities,
Sowae held o Hauston, Tex . Feb
tarch 2. He was a apraher and work-

modemitor at that seasion
e then, anforyual sietnlics Jgve

I oshewed that of ihose having

Drver Fart Prale By John Pritle

DR. CHESTER D. POREMBA RAISES SOCIAL QUESTIONS QVER STATISTICS
Children's Hospital chief psycholegist led learning disabilities werkshop.

shown that Okiabuma has a hakage of
aboul 85 per cent between youth crines
and disubilitics, and the percentage in
Minnesota 15 in the upper E0%, he
explained.

He cmphasized in an Interview that
these children snvolved in crimes have
average or ahegve-average intelligence,
They are definitely not retarded. He was
not spraking of cbvious disabilibes, such
as lameness whih anybody can see. but
of the hidden dicabdities, such as inabiliy
to read. {runspoang of delters and words,
isability to think in the abstract and in-
abilily 1o adjust to the pubbe education
systems,

What the linkage reulty docs is to bring
into fecus  disturbing - questions and
challenzrs for socicly. Among them are
Why dioes the hinkage cust at all? Wil s
the nuture of puvende crime? What are
the costs of ¢rime compared 1o tredating
disabilities in early ehildhood? §s there R
fag i the diognostic systems i sebonls
and courts and i teacher trimming to idens
tify problem:™ And  does the hikage
apply to adutft compte

D Poressha noted that whal ax ety
wyolved s sueeess m lng and he
chaltenges e edacational and  corce

tianal systems 1y ook 2t themsebhes o
see if they are teallv provading suteess

trauvig or whetber il s {ailure traving
in (he vases of chidren with jearning
disatliles

“Our statisdes. f true, are shocking.”
Dr. Poremba sad, “but they do say two
things. Furst, we have dore 2 lousy job
prior to the dehinguency of the kid
Secondly, if you ook at the philosophies of
the rehabildative program we've partici-
pated n, a nunber of the programs have
been totally ireclevart, And that, [ think,
is where the uilimate nnpact of the statis-
hie s

Dr Poreniha saud that it's no longer ad-
eguale 1o say that the kid dida't do well
i school  and, therefore, he becomes
delinquent. Knowing why he didn't do well
can prevent dupheation of fuidure  “Kids
£l aot acertenially but because of a defie
vit within theimsebves o0 a defict within
the system ™ Be sang.

He sitered several profdes of juvenile
dedipents
--The Rid wha can't arhediele. When he
trivs to verbalize g cotres gut badly, sar-
cashic or simart, Qe can’t hind the right
words, and there 15 a sublic reachiun or a
Kk 6f withdrawal that o mterpreted as
recalenrance. Ts e the had lagped as a
sl atech
The hid who s aocen arbist
prvat woth wards and wild schimalle 4 up

He qs

ews of Women, Home, Family

™

7
“.j

%

et what he winls, He charngs you lo
the tult. Then vou cateh i e big hie
Hie rover produces.

The hid wro thinks concreieiy. e
weaty abstracy very weill We ask hm,
“What was your mtent?” and he duesa’t
catel the meamng. He never thinks of
dehnguey #s o legal process byt rather
as soine system for ‘getting burned. He
doean't get cnught. he gels “busted”

fre. Poremba drew en his long experi-
ence with juvenile offenders 1o explain
what the court does with ihis “busted”
kid.

The court calis for the school histery of
the delinquent which may or may not
reler to a learning disability (it may no!
have baen picked up at school because of
a lug in diagnosis). Court di ic tests
are not awomatic, not el chidien are
trsted and no extensive medical examina-
tion is givew except in treatment for {lu
or other immediafe problems.

The court doesn't stop to say. . .“Hey,
he's reading at the third-grade leval ™ bi-
stead, it gives him an official paper,
which he prohably can't read, and he goes
back to school. Then he must bring to the
prohation ellicer 3 weekly report from the
sine pesple in school who potnted to the
fatture in the hirst place.

Dr. Poremba added, “If the kid is sent
to an iasulution. he gets the same tesis
grven wyoschool. The anstitution savs, “He
necds an education’ and sets up o system
for hint which is a duplicate of the syatem
that untit reeently, killed hir in public
sehioe! Nowhere along the Lne s the
question asked *Can he do it7 1! net, why
nut? What other ways can we {ind to do
it

He recomuended a complete medical
examination and a complcte testing for
fearming- disabilities in the courts for
delinquents.

Mount a Campaign

But. he said that he was tnsurc where
the responstbility for sclung up sach sys-
lies. 1t would take some kind of
al services on the part of the court
t's pot legistative now, so I guess it's
cowrl procedural, but then, ltesting on a
broad spectrum isn't in the ¢ourls cither.
I would like to see semeone mount a came-
paign o get Uus progeam inta the Juvenie
court sysiem,

“Even so. the courts would probably
argue that their function is nat moedical
Juvemle court started in Denver i 18D
hecasse there was a fecling that we ougnt
to have a cowl o the  oieres of
children Afler all, the state of (ol
against John Jounes 15 a hell of 2 majanity
Obvigusly, something went wrang with the
s the orpgnnal igexs wae thot thes
diogld beoa relptudilutive court (o study
What'e wrong and 1o plan rem

A ok what's happring The
move 15 1o take the Juvenide onurt back to

with  remet

a jegal court
cumanated because of the fe
isn’t the court’s role,” he sa

“We're oxtrernely weak in
in testing juvenile delinquen
chuisgist said. “We don't giv

madicals. We don’t know
lefthanded ids we've gol n
cr righi-eyed or mixed-up }
Ard we don't know what
coordination is."

Thorough Evaoluatic

He suggested that & sop
tidisciplinary testing is pece
tablish a linkage betwe
disabilities and delinguency
nednt a thorcugh pediatric
thoraugh medical and toial
neurological, opthamelogic,
audiological, educational and
g

De. Poremba said that he ¢
{airly soptusticaled maurolog
on children with whal wes
runimal brain damags {now
ing disabilites). He was deal
kids in which the damage
toxic insuits were kncwn.

“And whea T got inlo the
mosl went erazy,’” he said,
was secing the same symp
delinquenis that T saw in the

He said that ke didnt see a
juvenile court, dut the mare
ones, nol necossanly the 1
They were usually referred
probation ofhicers er inves!

Courtes
The Chi
1056 Ea
Denver,
(303) ¢
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some things well, things which become
the standard. “Then starts the monoto-
nous admonition that he could do botter if

{Secand 6f three articles)

By HERB STOENNER
Denver Puest Staff Writer

w. Cheger D Poremba, chief psycholo- he tried, or he's Jazy or he's mean,” the

. 2t Children's Hospital i Denver, psychologlist said,
xed up 2 penci! stub end bepun to mad- “These kids go to school every day, an_d
¥, The memo pad soon fuoked like a fadure leading to their loser self1maye iy
sreend report. reinforced by academic fatlure. The whote
“There you have it." he said. “There school system says we are here (o provide
604,800 learning disshilities or combi- you with an education so you can succeed,
ions of them possible in human beings and then it promptly fails them,” Dr,
the bags of the input of the senses Poremba said. )
ae. “There are 5,040 busic combinationt  And 5o the qummgdxsab}ed L_'hiid
Zeficits B lesrning. {requently secks cxcitement from a situa-
if you we a five-point scale {rom tion other ih;{n the one he's in. Dr.
1o gevare and cross the possibilities 'Porcmba explained.
. reach! thal unbelievable total. Nt | Peor-Group Importance
wded e the pasmbihiies from the b0 oo o delinquency occurs,
arsb argrous system and {re_.'n_ retarda-
. w[.,idu)j meled out by (1{~fz:xft:on {the
srecce i learnung disabiities 15 10 PeT- 5oy 1 fom pear groups. The child is at-
s with mprmal or gbove-neroid 1Qs » tracted to others fike him and joing & sub-
9 t0:28 Pct. Affacted \ culture in which certain behaviars are re-
~is 1o how Dr. Poremba demonstratedf warded He then gets status and ego fid.
wcope & the problem which, he said.
g 18 o 28 per cent of the norm:l‘]
# popidation. Of these, 3 1o § par cen 3 cn
me juvenile delinquents _ Denver Juvenile Court.) - N
L #asslied Jearning dosubilities (defl- © He suggested that the edication system
ita rhughly seven cotegories involv- could profit by studying the teaching
visual r'.’m“»or, visual perception, metor  methods LLSEd glandcslmely in the develop-
.5 or fme), auditory, procezaing, lan- weal of criminal caprers because .thpy
‘recention and lenguage expression 2re far mere successful than the fallure
:;1'“& . s_vs‘tems used in scheols. ) .
5 -ﬁmp(‘;;ulzed tht input is enly one  '‘We need to learn the techniquez and
o the total rarge of learning trm:.slcr them to. educ;z(mn. There-1s na
dars. Additional prebiems can evolve fucir thing as lallure“m ‘the deve!a'pmen{
5 mrocessing Borroation 2 autput of gxmmal careers,” he said "I you
xened this e 8 tridngle with input at  can'tleam how to steal a truck; you can
e o output and processicg at ei- 124 to piffer. And to get slong with the
prx BT outp ... gang, you don't beal them bul you learn
‘_s{n‘wm mmdcd fuel to | lo give them strokes.”
~comipes problem by citiog 2 reportt Contract System Scored
sating Lhat #.4 per coent of the [ He took issue with the centraet gystem
o definquents at Leakout dMount2in [in which schools state what they will do,
ol for Goys orer the lusl yeor huve | when thls is so dilferent from what the
n Zuwed.to bave dinteslly provable| kids think the schools should do,
iy dimabliitkes. The Everage 13 2.4 The school contract 52ys, “you have got
. to ga o school and feam, and that's Jnw,”

g Totatence | but the kids are sercaming, '1 don’t under-
s Hausten Conference = kids are %, ' don’t unde
A gusicn ne StAnd it it's not relevant, it has nothing to

hese statistics were presented at . S
Toternations! Conference of the Asso- do"mlh Y h.{c. \
Iote fdren with 1arning Disabi- If the kid succecds, the program
A fgr‘lch ;n‘{”w#n-’r;“. works; but if he fails, then there is no
%‘R"h'n.xrc;;"l: y:;;l“w‘xth disabitities  PPogram, and those’ who [ail soon learn
»veé“: fe":célr';ltx"' achers to han.  (hat they are fuilures by refrforcement,”
a7 than RIMN; < i Aprm by -
"‘)emJ ‘é‘anv feachers doo't know Df Peremba Sl e
Den : Tbilttes Yo can't faull He said thal he’s not necessarily a pro-
= kloul df}ﬂ “b ent been taught to POTCRL of mandatory education unfess it s
: baczume U‘_"J‘V ":" o D Por:mt‘a\'a racically reviged Lo include ather systems
inemn o heodle them, . \ ¢l education to help learners with special
iy | Probtems. This conld be special depart-
. rachers ere pitduily  * 5 “
he bl of US tl"’“h;:d‘;' 'ﬁ/" Lh'; {ments for children with disabilities and
+201 on digabilded, & J tbamﬂraps. speoinl scheols fop liem or

e bminoace. B s emnitic .
5 Bngage. pol in condemns splil learning techniques {(partly class sen-

- T ty !
?(, 4 F‘Jvl‘fi;“:bbr:‘lm&;imiff‘r:‘; f: sions and partly on-job triining
dem R rethdng -

proble .
i ga the front lines W draatatities, d 4
s a fvenyerr lug in teh it “Fducation, as It new #tunds in terma
‘.~3'0 i‘. teacker proparation institu- of teachers. Is the higgest monepaly in the
ﬁelsd‘.d world and s, then‘len?. HIICK-’IL” he said.
wndicted that maiy schoui districts “The education Iraternity is highly cinerd
developing speciat pivgran's for Tr.;? l‘cacher has {0 carry the scheol f'ﬂf‘J.
- yourgsters bu! hat it woald take 8 jgm the union and carry ‘ou( the qualifica-
e ‘3 cover il the kids tiens The kid has no choice. He has to go
. . to school. And thal is assumed to be
Tficult to D‘G&‘”.O-'e edueation. But, iranically, education oecurs
[t e almost until we die. We can't stop the

re js no ik

o pinpoiet
151 be found by rather sop!
sciphrary

Ly

morr from a book he'’s interested i, that
turns him on, than he'll leam fram spend-
tng 30 davs in a cell because of dalinmiomd

Uomost {earnring-

Y
e
velup a wery poor Sl’!-f~(

He said be has even wondered about
kaving 2 learning-disabled child teach s
class of first graders o read, as & jeorn-
Ing experience,

Realize His Respensibility

Here the “uncertified teacher” would
realize for the first Lime the responsibitity
of staying ehead of the class, the
awesomeness of dealing with other human
beings and finding their special interests,
And, if his pupil bad en Intercst in dogs,
the pupil would be sssigned dogs books in-

stead of the customary "Jane rasn up the

bt
“l pay my psycholnzista X number
dollacs, end then I have 15 write & cheek
the plumber for thrze times
mount,” Dr. Peramba zaid,

pi-story butiding generally is not § college

graduate, but he can't go into {he wood
ishop and ‘teech because
ltie credentials . . . the leashed
filiment which is not provided tn-schools, [the math teacher of last qear for whomy
(Dr. Poremba speaks out of masy Yeers’ ithe schools have no place et the moement,
experience as chief psychologist ¢f the:

12 do2sa’t hevy
may - be

but he has tenure.”

W&rld's Biggest Monopoly ™

SIOS g epng neocess even i we want to.”
HSUCats AT hal 3 Yol dr-going 16 [7hrm

\

that § States. .
“The plumb- AT ¢f e Ilerm,
not singuiorly, bul with more than one ®r didn't learn his trade ot schos!, but » put ‘hrough 8 syslem of
child and much of W is done to seck ep- B unicn. Also, the carpenter working @3 & ed. b management b}
; thiy coscept, you build
ruther then the wrakoesmes | |,
him reeding

you don’t judge what s required end the

fact that he’s fatled, } Colo., under the asagiy of ¥
“We wack to kmow frecifically why ke Drepartmsnt Divickn ef Yoo

He said that since World War I, we failad gnd evoid e gen e
have been teiling the kids Uit they arentt being emotionslly disturi .
successful unless they're predustes ¢f wherz did he brosk down torr

Harvard, but the kids erz rejecting this,
He €idn’t presume to have (he enswers to
the complex problems bul suggeeted that
noncredil courses are o the paint because
if a pereon ds interesied snd wants 15 do
something, he’s gaing to succeed, . “Then you zel goals , . . zv
“And for the estimated 13 t0 23 per conf\ bermeadiate exd Iyt sdann
of the rchool population with learning ‘\body Is respo ;
disabilitize in Colorade, and specifically Vau roview per
for the 3 to 8 per cent of them caught he wid 1s b the
delinquency pooblems, Dr. Poremba sug- | “and it may be

gested & mede of rehuabliltation that ha Rg ba reviaed or e

hopes will become 8 model in the United Jreasonable bams, hal :
let the kid teke o step. |
Elm find his cwn level
wants to legrn semathing
terest, hia will copes y

world eround bim. Cr, bow
lmitstisn prevent & swes

ence. We reinfores the .
thereby hope to bring o

BeEses,

- .
don ghoutl this kid le
£ evaluation direct:
chjective. Under
n {he strength
teac
¥ thal {2 the naed Ym}\ d ¢
judge the resding, net ths tehavior, end (This systers is
Parx Youlth Commp

é
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o
' ¢s which become  He said be has even wondered about  He said that glnce World War [, we falled and aveid the soneraliti wh i
tarls the rmonoto- having # learningdissbled child teach £ have been telling the kids that they aren’t being iy disuirbed . - o ezacty | Yo oly, departroegts with
e . departments witgin

d the mative learning systepss,
) i Lonally disturbed .., ezaclly, jspecial
could da better ff  class ¢f first graders {0 read, as a learn- syccesshl ynless they're  graduates of whern hetle cost moe mdey. {1he eost |
2 moe m . e ¢zl opes
-t

Chet " in rienc , ; ! L bt break down in lerma of the | 3 %
' - he's mean,” the Ing experience. Harvard, but the kids &re refecting this, world sround him. Or, baw c¢id his Cws | Piced 24 71209 more per yoar

Realize His Pvesponsibimy He didn't presure Lo have Uie enswers (3 limitation prevent a successhel expert- | ohild with beasoing disability.) “But,” sE?r

o every day. and  pere the “uncertified teacher' woul W€ complex probjems but suggested that ence. We reinforce the giremglhs end | Dr. Poremba, T‘L‘:’u is the .g;)n'* Ll‘ol r:‘
ioser SelIMaRe 5 pogtize for the first time the responsibility nencredit courses are {o the paint becaus: thereby hope to bring slong tae weak- | cess in lesrming at ens o Loz
folure. The whole of  graying  shead of the class, the If @ person ls interested and wants o do Gegnes, | maybe the idea Zhal rot .:v.,, f*-"z,'«';

re here e provide guwosameness of dealing with other human  Zomething, he's goj / < "Then you sol gosha L . gherlterm, i i scdecl . .. which is g 1o
' you can succeed, poings gnd finding thesr special interests, | And for Whe estimated 18 to 28 per cen®\ bermedinte and lorg-term . . . and zomc-,!amchz sore educatars.”

~r
N

gainbrg favpr
e

‘ails thert,” D and'if his pupil had an interest in dogs, | of the schocl population with leaming Wndy is resgensible for the folimw-itrough.!  New ¢irvctisns for bis troubled 2reg-s

;e pupil would be sssigned dogs books in- disabilities In Colorado, and spectfically You review perivdically to soe hew close] society? Yoz, eccorting 1o Dr. Porembs
g-disabled gltrld slead of the customary “Jane ras up ths] for the 3 to 8 per cont of them cavght o fie kid 15 to the 5oals “Fer 12 ycar; z';e fave Leen c‘" ri'r:b?'
ot from & situa- pyy celinquency problems, Dr. Poremba sug- | “Arnd i may be that the goals will have cn learming disabilities m'c»;;f STl
w he's fn. Do e pay my psychologists X number ef gested a mode of rehsbilltation thst he bo revized or zealad down Lo 2 more! mantary zg:.m‘\g %'o-;v \;, ..,g E«L;...{Z

dallacs, gnd then | have 10 write a checki hopes will become a mede] o the United /reasonable basis, but 6ften '8 bjpitd m‘ the junior RigR and eenler ok leveln
sortance fo the piumber for {hree tmes thapiftates. — let the Kid toke 8 fip backward o let| And the Tuggeated Bakaze m},
aquency occurs, Brwunt” Dr. Poremba sald. “The piumb- Al G nlormation sbeut this kid 1t him find his own lavel I the Lid reully esrning disabilities 2nd }v;"v’n‘l_‘.- cr“v:f:
more than one ;gr didn’t learn his trade ot school, but |n put through @ system of evalustion dirrct- wanis te learn someiding *nd bas the in- 'rsises nnsli ropossibilty : -:-.-—,:f::
one 10 seok ap- B rusu. Alsd, the corpenter working a1 p; ¢f. 1 menagement by objeclive. Dnder terss fic il £z up wih his own pri- | How many sduls 3 priva hase clintontt
rovable Inpreing disabiles? Couid SQ?,

! ‘ T up Wi 1 pres M
The chitd is at- po-tery bullding generally 1s not g college L3 concept, you bulid 6a the strenglas .grem JAU lesst, whore this concept hos | pr

e [digedis ¢od mecial trestment Dy

dizabilities pers ha orime rats?

'
1%
2

snd joins & sub- graduate, but he can't go into the weod rether than the woakCesses .. toacH beon uzed, the recitiviem
chaviere are ro- (shop and’tesch because he dowsnt have him resding; Uf tha! I8 the need. Yed dropged drosticelly,
s and ego ful. [the crodentisls | L. the leacher may be judge the resding, not tie behavier,end (This £;3tam s Defig .
ided o schoots. | the math tescher of 128t yeer for whory you £on't judge what {3 required end the Park Youth Canm wr Pulilc Schoal eveerd S
' ~f many yesys' | he schiools have no place st the moment, fact tiiat he's falled. 22 avd galas In r,c-_!:_‘:

P

nalogist of the "yt he has tenure.” “We want to know gpecificaily why he Dopartment Divigion of Yeutd Esrvices.) Lz‘ Far Lo brarndeg dizabied

Y )
g:n’dcn ystem
F the teeching
- in the deveiop

ccpuse thoy
the (ailure

(echniques gnd
. There=ls no

= develapment
’ satd "M you
iruck; you cco
along with the

yut you learn

Scored
aabrsct system
¢ they will da,

rom what the
8o

“you have got
4 that's faw,"
°1 dan't umder-
s nothing 1o
ihe  program
. there i3 no
i soon learn
inforcement,”
-,\,,wﬂym

a_ .~ ounless it is
ther systems
with special
zinl depart-

Sikties and

o them of

!
: lz class sas. ))
! R






