
MIIJUTES OF THE MEETING 
AGRICULTUP3,  LIVESTOCK & I R R I G > ~ T I O ? J  

MONTANA STTiTE SSMATE 

March 1 4 ,  1979 

The t w e n t y - f i f t h  mee t ing  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  L , ives tock  
and I r r i g a t i o n  Committee w a s  cal.led. t o  o r d e r  on t h e  above 
d a t e  i n  Room 415 of t h e  S t . a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  by Chairman 
G a l t  a t  1 : 0 0  p . m .  

ROLL CALL: A l l  members p r e s e n t  w i t h  the e x c e p t i o n  of 
S e n a t o r s  Graham and Conover.  

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  mee t ing  was f o r  e x e c u t i v e  a c t i o n  on  
two House B i l l s .  

HOUSE BILL 8 5 3 :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C u r t i s s  had i n t r o d u c e d  
t h i s  b i l l . .  She s a i d  d u r i n g  t h e  h e a r i E g  on t h i s  b i l l  t h e  
coun ty  a t t o r n e y s  had been i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  it b e c a u s e  t h e y  
f e l t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  p r o v i d e  the s t a f f .  She propcsed a n  
amendment t h a t  she f e l t  would t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h i s  problem. See  
a t t a c h m e n t  #1. 

Bob B i g g e r s t a f f ,  Montana ~ s s o c i a t i o n  of  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
Dis t r i c t s ,  s a i d  t h e y  had no problem w i t h  t h e  pro~osed amend- 
ments .  H e  f e l t  it gzve  t h e  coun ty  a t t o r n e y s  t h e  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  
were l o o k i n g  f o r  and not l e t  them g e t  t i e d  up w i t h  a  l o t  of 
l i t i g a t i o n .  

S e n a t o r  Nelson ~ o v e d  t i le  _nrc\pnsed amendm;.rts, 

S e n a t o r  A k l e s t a d  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  amendments b e c a u s e  i.t 
p u t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i z t o  providi-ng i e g a l  
a s s i s t a n c e .  The amenhents  were adop ted  c n  a r o l i  cal? v o t e  
of 3 t o  2 .  S e n a t o r  Hager a b s t a i n i n g .  S e n a t o r s  G r a h a m  and -- 
Conovcrs  ~ h s e n t  . 

DISPOSITION ---- O F  HOUSE EILLn 8 6 3 :  S e n a t o r  Baylan  moved t h a t  
H O U S ~ ~ ~ A S  ?mended RE CO3JCURRED I??, Motion c a r r i e d .  
S e n a t o r  A k l e s t a d  v o t i - ~ g  No. E o t e  absences- Sen.  Soy lan  w i l l  

COLJSIDERATIOE O F  WOUSE BILL 8 7 5 :  Dan i . i izncr ,  l e a g u e  of -- 
c i t y  and towns had r n s  brith t h e  A g r i c u l t u r e  d e p a r t m e n t  and w i t h  3 
t h e  S t a t e  F o r e s t e r s  and worked o u t  sene proposed  amendments 
tl-.at he p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  c o n i n i t t e e ,  sec e x h i b i t  5 2 .  The a p p r o p r i a  
t i o n  f o r  t h e  program i s  i n  t h e  l a s t  amendment. They f e l t  t h i s  1 
aniendment would l e a v e  i t  up t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i f  they wanted 
t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  money t h e y  c o u l d  and i f  t h e y  d o n ' t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  
c a n  s t i l l  o p e r a t e  w i t h  what money t h e y  have  a v a i l a b l e  and 
t h e n  r e p o r t  back t o  t h e  i c g i s a l t u r e  i n  two y e a r s .  

DISPOSITION OF WOUSE B I L L  875 :  S e n a t o r  Hager moved t h e  -- -- 
proposed  amendn~ents.  Motion c a r r l e d .  

N r .  Mizner s a i d  t h i s  bill a u t h o r i z e s  some c h a r g e s  a t  t h e  
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S e n a t o r  H a y e r  moved t h a t  House B i l l  8 7 5  A s  Amended ----- BE CONCURRED 13. N o t i o n  carried. S e n a t o r  iiager w l l l  ca r ry  -- 
t h e  b i l l  o n  t h e  f l o o r .  

The meeting w a s  t h e n  a d j o u r n e d .  
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E a c h  Dny A t t a c h  to M i n u t e s .  
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PROPOSED APENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL  E63  

(1) Page 2 l i n e  1 6  
F o l l c w i n g :  "ASSIST?WCEi' 
I n s e r t :  (1) 

Page 2 
Fo l lowing :  l i n e  20  
I n s e r t :  ( 2 )  I f  t h e  County  A t t o r n e y  i s  u n a b l e  t o  

provide l e g a l  a s s i s t a n c e  because o f  l a c k  o f  
s t a f f  o r  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  t h e n  the m a t t e r  
may be r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  A t t o r n e y  Genera l  o r  
t h e  Department  of Natural Resources and 
c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  
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