
M I N U T E S  OF THE !4EETING 

PUBLIC HEALTH, FLELFARE & SAFETY COICblITTEE 

March 1 2 ,  1979 

The t w e n t y - f o u r t h  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  
W e l f a r e  a n d  S a f e t y  Commit tee  m e t  i n  Room 410 of t h e  S t a t e  
C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  on March 1 2 ,  1979 ,  a t  1 :00  p.m. 

ROLL CALL: A l l  Cornni t tee  members were p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  
S e n a t o r  Ryan and  S e n a t o r  P a l m e r ,  who a r r i v e d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  
m e e t i n g  . 

CONSIDEXATION OF HOUSE B I L L  533: House B i l l  593  i s  a n  
a c t  t o  r e q u i r e  c o r o n e r s  t o  o r d e r  a u t o p s i e s  when a  d e a t h  o c c u r s  
i n  o r  a s  a  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  a  f i r e  i n  a  b u i l d i n g  o r  o t h e r  
s t r u c t u r e .  

W i t n e s s e s  s u p p o r t i n g  House B i l l  593: 

A r t  Korm, Montana S t a t e  V o l u n t e e r  F i r e m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
Bob Relyy ,  S t a t e  F i r e  K a r s h a l l  
Dave F i s h e r ,  Montana S t a t e  F i r e  C h i e f ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  

I 
Marvin  Car ter ,  Montana S t a t e  V o l u n t e e r  F i r e m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
Ed M i t c h ,  Montana V o l u n t e e r  F i r e m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
K e i t h  Grice, Montana S t 3 t e  V o l u n t e e r  F i r e m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  

I 
L l o y d  Greenup,  Montana S t a t e  V o l u n t e e r  F i r e m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i  
Gary  Gray ,  Montana S t a t e  V o l u n t e e r  F i r e m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
J i m  B a l k e ,  Montana S t a t e  V o l u n t e e r  F i r e m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
Kay Bal im,  Montana S t a t e  F i r e m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  

4 
C h r i s  S a u e r ,  C i t y  o f  Likby a n d  L i n c o l n  County  R u r a l  D i s t r i c t  I 

W i t n e s s e s  o p p o s i n g  House B i l l  593: 

Mickey N e l s o n ,  Montana C o r o n e r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  George  J o h n s t o n ,  s p o n s o r  of House B i l l  593,  
s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  was i n t r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  f i r e m e n ' s  
a s s o c i a t i o n  and  t h e  s t a t e  fire m a r s h a l l ' s  o f f i c e .  I t  r e q u i r e s  

I 
m a n d a t o r y  a u t c p s i e s  f o r  a l l  f i r e  v i c t i m s .  I n  1977  t h e  s t a t e  had 
30 d e a t h s  i n  f i r e s  a n d  i n  1978  t h e r e  were 2 3  d e a t h s  i n  f i r e s .  
D u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e r e  were 7  a u t o p s i e s  c o n d u c t e d .  The c o s t  o f  

I 
a n  a u t o p s y  a v e r a g e s  a h o u t  $300. T h i s  means t h a t  f o r  a 2-year  . 
p e r i o d  t h e  c o s t  would r u n  $15 ,900 .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n s t o n  s a i s  
t h a t  i f  w e  c a n  s a v e  o n e  fire b e c a u s e  it i s  known t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  
b e  a u t o p s i e s  c o n d u c t e d ,  t h a t  w i l l  make up f o r  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  

1 
a u t o p s y .  I 
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Art Korm, secretary/treasurer for the Montana State Volun- 
teer Firemen's Association, said they feel that they are justified 
in asking that this bill be passed to have a better record of 
the fire victims. He said they do not know if some of these 
deaths are from heart attacks, overdose, foul play, etc. Ke 
has talked to Leo Jacobson of the Butte Coroner 's  Office, who 
has no objection to the bill. He said that the state fire 
marshal1 and officers from seven out of the eight districts 
in the state are here in support of House Bill 593. 

Bob Kelly, State Fire lbiarshall, said his office could use 
this bill to assist them to a great extent by providing them 
with accurate information regarding fire deaths. State law 
requires a record of all deaths from fire in the state of Montana. 
There is reason to believe that sene cf these fires have occurred 
from foul play. If a fire seems suspicious, the local law enforce- 
ment office can require an autopsy. What this bill deals with is 
that if an autopsy is required, they wsuld be a b l e  to follow up 
and determine if ik is an arson fire and work o : ~  it from that 
aspect. 

Dave Fisher, Montana State Fire Chief's Association, said 
that their association supports House Bill 593. 

Marvin Carter, Montana State Volunteer Firemen's Association, 
said that he has one of the most populous countins (Yellowstone 
County) in the state in his district and urges support of House 
Elill 593. 

Ed Mitch, assistant chief of the rural Cutbank volunteer 
firemen's association and vice-president of the Montana Volunteer 
Firemen's Association, spoke in support of House Bill 593. 

Keith Grice, District 1 of the Montana State Firernen's 
Association, said they concur with House Eill 533. 

Lloyd Greenup, District I1 Montana State Volunteer Firemen's 
Association, said that his district supports House Bill 593. 

Gary Gray, District I11 Montana State Volunteer Firemen's 
Association, said that their membership concurs with House Bill 
593. 

Jim B a l k e ,  ~istrict IV Montana State Volur-teer Flrzrnen's 
Association, sai3 that his area supports this bill. 



M i n u t e s  of t h e  ? - Iee t ing  
P u b l i c  H e s l t h ,  W e l f a r e  & Saf  et-;/ Coicn i t t ee  
March 1 2 ,  i979 
Page  3 

Ray E a l i m ,  Yontana  S t a t e  F i r e n e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s a i d  he  
c o n c u r s  w i t h  House B i l l  593 f o r  t h e  r e a s o n s  s t a t e d .  I 

C h r i s  S a u e r ,  C i t y  o f  L ibby  a n d  L i n c o i n  County  R u r a l  Dis t r ic t ,  
s a i d  h e  s u p p o r t s  House B i l l  593.  1 

Mickey Ne l son ,  c o r o n e r  f o r  Lewis  & C l a r k  County a n d  r e p r e -  
s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana C o r o n e r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s p o k e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  
t o  House B i l l  593  f o r  t h r e e  r e a s o n s .  The a s s o c i a t i o n  f e e l s  t h a t  

I 
t h e r e  i s  a  d e f i n i t e  r e l i e f  a l r e a d y  f e a s i b l e  i n  Montana law.  T h i s  
b i l l  d o e s  n o t  e v e n  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  d e a t h  h a s  t o  b e  s u s p i c i o u s .  1 T h i s  b i l l  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  have  a n  a u t o p s y ,  e v e n  t h e  f i r e -  
men i f  he i s  t h e  v i c t i m .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  p l e a s a n t  t o  
c o n f r o n t  a  f a m i l y  w i t h  s t r o n g  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  a g a i n s t  a u t o p s i e s  
and  i n s i s t  on  a n  a u t o p s y .  T h i s  b i l l  would a l s o  a p p l y  t o  b i g  
c a t a s t r o p h i e s ,  s u c h  a s  a  p l a n e  c r a s h .  H e  a l s o  wonders  where  
t h e  b u d g e t  w i l l  come from. T h i s  i s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n s e .  
T h e r e  i s  o n l y  o n e  p e r s o n  i n  Montana who i s  q u a l i f i e d  t o  p e r f o r m  
t h e s e  a u t o p s i e s ,  a n d  it i s  e x p e n s i v e  t~ s h i p  b o d i e s .  

I 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  j o h n s t o n  c l o s e d  t e s t i m o n y  o n  House B i l l  593  I 

1 
by s a y i n g  t h a t  s u p p o r t  i s  h e r e  f rom t h o s e  i n  c h a r g e  o f  p u t t i n g  
o u t  f i r e s .  T h e r e  i s  a  w i d e - s p r s a d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  A l s o ,  
t h e r e  i s  s u p p o r t  f rom t h e  f i r e  m a r s h a l l s  ~ i h o  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  c a u s e  o f  f i r e s .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  are 
q u a l i f i e d  c o r o n e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  tile s t a t e  t o  p e r f o r m  a u t o p s i e s .  

I 
H e  s a i d  t h a t  i f  w e  c a n  s a v e  one  p l a c e  f rom b u r n i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e  
p e o p l e  know t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a n  a u t o p s y ,  p e o p i e  w i l l  t h i n k  t w i c e  1 
b e f o r e  s e t t i n g  f i r e  t o  c o v e r  up a  c r i m e .  

1 

Chairman Rasmussen a s k e d  t h e  Commit tee  m e m b e r s  i f  t h e y  I 

4 
h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .  S e n a t o r  H i m s l  a s k c 5  i f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  on  
p a g e  1, l i n e s  1 3  and  1 4 ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  s t i l l  a n  o p t i o n a l  , 
t h i n g .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n s t o n  s a i d  t h a t  i n  c a s e s  o t h e r  t h a n  
a s  a d i r ec t  r e s u l t  of a  f i r e  i n  a  b u i l d i n g  o r  o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e  I 

i t  i s  s t i l l  o p c i o n a l  w i t h  t h e  c o r o n e r .  S e n a t o r  H i m s l  s a i d  a  
g r e a t  number o f  f i r e s  i n  t h e  f l a t h e a d  a r e a  o c c u r  i n  t r a i l e r s ,  l 

a n d  a g r e a t  number o f  v i c t i m s  a r e  c h i l d r e n .  H e  a s k e d  i f  t h e  I 

c h i l d r e n  would have  t o  have  a n  a u t o p s y .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n s t o n  
s a i d  t h e y  would.  They c o u l d  have  been  a v i c t i m  o f  c h i l d  a b u s e ;  . 
a n d ,  i f  t h e  d e a t h s  were a c c u r a t e l y  d e t e r m i n e d ,  maybe t h e  t r a i l e r s  
would b e  made s a f e r .  S e n a t o r  L e n s i n k  a s k e d  M r .  Ne l son  who h a s  
t h e  power t o  o r d e r  a n  a u t o p s y .  M r .  Ne l son  s a i d  he  h a s  a u t h o r i t y  
a n d  s o  d o e s  t h e  c o u n t y  a t t o r n e y  and  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e .  
Chai rman Rasmussen a s k e d  M r .  K e l l y  i f  h e  f e e l s  t h a t  h i s  o f f i c e  
i s  n o t  g e t t i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  q u i t e  o f t e n .  Kr. K e l l y  s a i d  that 
t h e y  f e e l  t h a t  f i r e  q u i t e  o f t e n  i s  t o  c o v e r  u p  a c r i ine .  M r .  
K e l l y  s a i d  ihey c a n  o r d e r  an  a u t o p s y  i f  t h e  f i r e  seems s u s ? i c i o u s  
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The h e a r i n g  on House B i l l  5 9 3  was c l o s e d  a t  1:20 p.m. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE GILL 6 4 5 :  House B i l l  645 i s  a n  --- 
a c t  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  county  c o r o n e r  i n  t h e  c a r e  and 
d i s p o s i t i o n  of  dead b o d i e s .  

W i t n e s s e s  s u p p o r t i n g  Hcuse B i l l  635: 

Henry Bernard  
Mickey Nelson,  Montana Coroners '  A s s o c i a t i o n  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J a y  Fabrega ,  House D i s t r i c t  4 4  and s p o n s o r  
o f  House B i l l  6 4 5 ,  s a i d  t h a t  l i n e  3 on page  2 is  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  
p a r t  of  t h e  b i l l .  I n  some c a s e s  t h e  f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r  i s  a l s o  
t h e  c o r o n e r ,  and he  s h o u l d  o b t a i n  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  nex t -o f -k in  
b e f o r e  r e l e a s i n g  t h e  body t o  h i s  cwn f u n e r a l  home. A u t o p s i e s  
c a n  be c a r r i e d  o u t  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  morgue o r  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  In 
t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e ,  a n  a u t o p s y  can  b e  conduc ted  i n  
t h e  f u n d e r a l  home. The e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  t h a t  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  
o f  t h e  nex t -o f -k in  h a s  t o  be  g i v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  body c a n  b e  re- 
l e a s e d  t o  t h e  f u n e r a l  home. 

Henry Bernard  spoke i n  s u p p o r t  o f  House B i l l  645 .  H e  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  law i s  t o  c u t  down t h e  u n n e c e s s a r y  
e x p e n s e s  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y .  Expenses can b e  c u t  down by $ 2 0 0  t o  
$ 3 0 0 .  The c o r o n e r s  a r e  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  g e t  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  
f u n e r a l  home t h r o u g h  which t h e  s e r v i c e s  a r e  t o  b e  conduc ted  
b e f o r e  embalming o r  o r d e r i n g  a  c a s k e t  o r  do ing  a n y t h i n g  w i t h  
t h e  body. There  a r e  a l o t  o f  unnecessa ry  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s  
and u n n e c e s s a r y  c o n t a i n e r s  used .  

Mickey Nelson,  c o r o n e r  f o r  ~ e w i s  and C l z r k  County and 
t h e  Montana C o r o n e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  spoke i n  s u p p o r t  o f  House 
B i l l  6 4 5 .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  most o f  t h e  c o r o n e r s  a r e  n o t  hav ing  
a problem,  b u t  t h e y  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l  f o r  t h o s e  cases where it 
d o e s  happen.  They t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  shou ld  be a law t o  c o v e r  
t h i s  f o r  t h e  d o l l a r s  and t h e  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  caused  t o  t h e  f a m i l i e s .  

Chairman Rasmussen a s k e d  t h e  Coritmittee members i f  t h e y  have  
any q u e s t i o n s .  S e n a t o r  Olson asked  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on +he 
a d v a n t a g e s .  M r .  Nelson s a i d  t h a t  i f  you a r e  a  c o r o n e r  you c a n  a 

embalm t h e  body, buy a  c a s k e t ,  and a l m o s t  f o r c e  t h e  f a m i l y  i n t o  
b u r y i n g  t h e  body where you want b e f o r e  t h e  f a m i l y  knows what  h a s  
happened.  I n  t h e  a r e a  where you have  some c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t  
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t h e r e  i s  a n d  c a n  be  a  problem where t h e  c o r o n e r  owns t h e  
f u n e r a l  home. T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  make t h e  c o r o n e r  speed up h i s  

I 
n o t i f i c a t i o n .  I t  makes i ~ i r ~ e d i c a t e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  mandatory 
and g i v e s  t h e  f a m i l y  t h e  d e c i s i c n  o f  where t o  t a k e  t h e  body. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Fabrega  s a i d  t h a t  i n  some c a s e s  t h e  f a m i l y  l i v e s  
o u t s i d e  o f . t h e  s t a t e ,  and t h e y  a r e  n o t i f i e d .  The l o g i c a l  t h i n g  

I 
would b e  f o r  t h e n  t o  c o n t a c t  a  f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r  i n  t h e i r  own 
a r e a  and t e l l  t h e  c o r o n e r  who w i l l  h a n d l e  t h e  body. I t  a p p e a r s  
t h a t  i n  t h e  a b u s e  a r e a s  t h e  nex t -o f -k in  i s  b e i n g  t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  

I 
have t o  come o v e r  h e r e  t o  have  t h e  body embalmed and t o  buy a  
c a s k e t ,  and t h i s  i s  n o t  t r u e .  T h i s  o n l y  becomes a  problem 
when t h e  cor.oner i s  a l s o  t h e  f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r .  

I 
The h e a r i n g  on House B i l l  6 4 5  was c l o s e d  a t  1:30 p.m. 1 
CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 655:  House B i l l  655  i s  a n  

a c t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p e r s o n a l  care f a c i l i t i e s .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J a c k  Moore, House District 4 1  i n  G r e a t  F a l l s  
and s p o n s o r  of  House B i l l  655 ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  i s  l a c k i n g  
a p e r s ~ n a l  c a r e  f a c i l i t y  program. T h i s  b i i i  a l l o w s  a p e r s o n a l  
c a r e  f a c i l i t y  program t o  be  r e e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  H e  
went t h r o u g h  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  He s a i d  he  worked c l o s e l y  
w i t h  t h e  Department  o f  SRS on t h e  b i l l .  H e  i n t r o d u c e d  an amend- 
ment ( s e e  At tachment  " A " )  t o  r e w r i t e  s e c t i o ~ s  4 and 5 o f  t h e  
b i l l .   his w a s  done by t h e  Department  of  SRS a f t e r  t h e  b i l l  w a s  

a 
h e a r d  i n  t h e  House. I t  s a y s  t h e  depar tment  w i l l  prornulqate t h e  
r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  s t u d y  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  
who c a n  b e  t a k e n  c a r e  o f  i n  a p e r s o n a l  c a r e  f a c i l i t y .  T h i s  i s  

I 
a  c h e a p e r  c a r e  t h a n  i n  a n u r s i n g  home. Many p e o p l e  c o n v a l e s c i n g  
i n  the h o s p i t a l  have  no p l a c e  t o  go ,  s o  t h e y  a r e  r e t a i n e d  i n  
t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Sometimes n u r s i n g  home beds  are n o t  a v a i l a b l e  

I 
t o  t h e s e  p e o p l e .  T h i s  would e s t a b l i s h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  which  
a r e  a l r e a d y  l a i d  o u t  i n  t h e  Montana laws and r e g u l a t i o n s .  They 
s p e c i f y  t h e  t y p e  of f a c i l i t i e s ,  f i r e  e s c a p e s ,  d i e t s ,  etc.  Some 

I 
p e o p l e  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  f u l l y  t a k e  c a r e  of  t h e m s e l v e s .  A p e r s o n a l  
c a r e  f a c i l i t y  would p r o v i d e  t h i s .  The c o s t  would be c h e a p e r  than 
t h e  h o s p i t a l  o r  a  n u r s i n g  home. 

I 
John S t .  Jeurnain, p r e s i d e n t  o f  Cascade County S e n i o r  ~ i t i z e h s ,  

spoke i n  s u p p o r t  of House B i l l  655.  O n  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  on t h i s  
m a t t e r  t h e y  found t h a t  t h e y  need 100 p e r s o n a l  c a r e  beds  r i g h t  now 

I 
i n  G r e a t  F a l l s .  O n e - t h i r d  of  t h e s e  a r e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y  p l a c e d  i n  
n u r s i n g  homes. Missou la  i s  t h e  o n l y  p l a c e  t h a t  h a s  t h i s  t y p e  o f  
home. See  At tachment  " B . "  

1 
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Don S e q u o r i a ,  c o n s u l t a n t  f o r  t h e  Deparirnent o f  SRS,  s u p p o r t s  
t h e  development  o f  p e r s o n a l  c a r e  h o r e s  a s  an  a l t e r n a t e  t o  o t h e r  
e x p e n s i v e  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  of  c a r e .  The d e p a r t q e n t  needs  a  mandate 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  t y p e  o f  c a r e .  They had t h i s  i n  1974,  b u t  t h e  
f u n d i n g  r a n  o u t .  

Genevieve A d a i r ,  American A s s o c i a t i o n  of  R e t i r e d  P e r s o n s  
and N a t i o n a l  R e t i r e d  Teachers  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s a i d  h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  need f o r  t h i s  t y p e  o f  f a c i l i t y  f o r  
e l d e r l y  p e r s o n s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  u r g e  t h e  Commit tee ' s  
s u p p o r t  of House B i l l  655. 

Glen Drake,  Montana Nurs ing  Home A s s o c i a t i o n ,  spoke i n  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  House B i l l  655.  H e  s a i d  t h e y  have no argument  
w i t h  t h e  t h e o r y ;  b u t  t h e y  have a problem w i t h  t h e  f u n d i n g .  H e  
wonders where t h e  depar tment  w i l l  g e t  t h e  funds .  A s  M r .  S e q u o r i a  
i n d i c a t e d ,  SRS wants  a  mandate from t h e  p e o p l e  manda t ing  t h i s  
f a c i l i t y  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d .  There a r e  a l r e a d y  laws on t h e  books 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  c a r e  f a c i l i t y .  They want  t h e  L e g i s l a -  
t u r e  t o  t e l l  t h e  depar tment  t o  s t a r t  f u n d i n g  p e r s o n a l  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s .  
The  money w i l l  have  t o  come from g e n e r a l  funds .  The SRS budge t  
h a s  been under  a t t a c k ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  p o r t i o n  funded t o  
n u r s i n g  honcs .  There  i s  o n i y  a  l i m i t e d  amount o f  money a s r a i l a b l e .  
Montana had t h i s  program b e f o r e ,  and t h e n  medica id  r e f u s e d  t o  pay 
f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e s .  H e  d o e s n ' t  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  g e t t i n g  i n t o  
t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  b u t  n o t  a t  t h e  expense  of  o t h e r  programs.  

M r s .  Bompart, P a r k s i d e  Manor, s a i d  s h e  h a s  had a  l i t t l e  
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  in t h e  p e r s o n a l  c a r e  f a c i l i t y .  She  
r e l a t e d  a n  i n c i d e n t  where t h e  s t a te  came and checked h e r  r e c o r d s  
and h e r  s t a f f  and s h u t  t h e  d o o r s .  They were  i n s p e c t i n g  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  had h e a r d  s h e  had p e o p l e  who were  t a k i n g  m e d i c a t i o n .  P e o p l e  
i n  p e r s o n a l  c a r e  a r e  suppose  t o  be h a n d l i n g  t h e i r  own medic ine .  
p his c a n  compound i t s e l f  t o  g e t  s t r i c t l y  o u t  of  l i n e .  She said 
t h a t  s h e  h a s n ' t  s e e n  any c r i t e r i a  t o  know whe the r  t h e y  s h o u l d  
oppose o r  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l .  The o p e r a t o r  o f  a p e r s o n a l  care 
home must know what s t a f f i n g  t h e y  n u s t  have and what  c r i t e r i a  
t h e y  must g e t .  I f  t h e  SRS can g e t  t h e i r  house i n  o r d e r  and g e t  
t h e i r  r u l e s  i n  s t r a i g h t  layman 's  l anguage ,  t h e n  s h e  i s  a i i  i n  
f a v o r  o f  p e r s o n a l  c a r e .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Moore c l o s e d  t e s t i m o n y  by c a l l i n g  t h e  Commit tee ' s  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  two p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  b i l l .  One i s  t h a t  a  p e r s o n a l  
c a r e  f a c i l i t y  would be  l i c e n s e d  by t h e  Department  o f  H e a l t h  and  
Snv i ronmenta l  S c i e n c e s  u s i n g  t h e  c r i t e r i a  o f  t h e  laws o f  1967 a s  
amended. H e  h a s  checked o u t  t h e s e  laws w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  and 
found Montana ' s  laws v e r y  f a v o r a b l e .  These o t h e r  s t a t e s  do 
o p e r a t e  s u c c e s s f u l  p e r s o n a l  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  c e r t a i n  p e o p l e  
a t  a  much c h e a p e r  r a t e  t h a n  a  n u r s i n g  home. H e  c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  
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to  t h e  amendments. H e  t h i n k s  t h 3 t  i t  i s  t ime  t h a t  w e  g e t  o f f  
dead c e n t e r ,  and he  t h i n k s  t h a t  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n  we a r e  g o i n g  t o  
s a v e  t h e  s t a t e  some money because  t o d a y  t h e  s t a t e  i s  t a k i n g  c a r e  

I 
of t h e s e  p e o p l e  w i t h  medica id  manies i n  e i t h e r  a  h o s p i t a l  o r  
n u r s i n g  home. I t  does  n o t  p r o v i d e  any w d i c a i d  money; b u t ,  i f  
w e  c a n  move p e o p l e  from t h e  n u r s i n g  homes i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  c a r e  

I 
f a c i l i t y ,  he  t h i n k s  t h e  s t a t e  i s  much b e t t e r  o f f  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n .  

Chairman Rasmussen asked t h e  Committee members i f  t h e y  h a v e  
any q u e s t i o n s .  S e n a t o r  H i n s l  s a i d  t h a t  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  fund- 
Lng it i s  aimed t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t n e n t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  f i n a n c i a l  
a s s i s t a n c e ,  and he a s k e d  i f  t h a t  program would b e  t o t a l l y  f e d -  
e r a l l y  funded and ,  i f  s o ,  a r e  t h o s e  f e d e r a l  funds  a v a i l a b l e .  M s .  

I 
C a r l s o n  s a i d  t h e r e  would b e  a s p l i t .  I t  i s  on t h e  amount o f  
d o l l a r s .  The d e p a r t m e n t  d i d  n o t  r e q u e s t  t h i s  i n  t h e i r  budge t ,  
and t h e  o n l y  way i t  c o u l d  do t h i s  i s  i f  med ica id  money i s  s w i t c h e d  

I 
o v e r .  The S S I  payments do  go d i r e c t l y  t o  t h i s  t y p e  o f  fund ing .  
The d e p a r t m e n t  would have t o  g e t  t h e  e x t r a  s t a t e  money t o  
supplement  t h a t .  M r .  S e q u o r i a  s a i d  i t  was ment ioned t h a t  $189.40 

I 
is l e s s  what  t h e  SSI  pays  less t h e  $91  t h a t  i s  supp lementa l  pay- 
ment. The s u p p l e m e n t a l  payment h a s  been a u t h o r i z e d  t o  supplement  1 
SSI  i n  c e r t a i n  c a s e s .  S e n a t o r  Olson asked why t h e  l i c e n s e  r e q u i r e m e n t  
under  S e c t i o n  4 i s  s t r i c k e n  from t h e  b i l i .  Xs. C a r l s o n  s a i d  t h e  
b i l l  was amended i n  t h e  House from t h e  Depar taen t  o f  SRS t o  t h e  

- 8  

Department  o f  H e a l t h  because  t h e y  have  t h e i r  laws a l r e a d y  i n  o r d e r .  
S e n a t o r  Lens ink asked  i f  t h e r e  i s  p r e s e n t l y  a d e f i n i t i o n  of  n u r s i n g  
home c a r e  i n  Montana. M s .  C a r l s o n  s a i d  t h e r e  a r e  two d e f i n i t i o n s .  
S e n a t o r  Lens ink asked  i f  t h e y  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h i s  b i l l .  H e  was 
g i v e n  a  copy o f  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s .  S e n a t o r  Lens ink asked  i f  t h e  

1 
m o t i v a t i o n  beh ind  t h i s  b i l l  i s  t o  s a v e  money. M s .  C a r l s o n  s a i Z  
t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  i s  that t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  i n  n u r s i n g  
homes who need a  l e s s e r  t y p e  of c a r e ,  s o  t h e i r  m o t i v a t i o n  i s  t o  

I 
g e t  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  r i g h t  s p o t .  Rep. Moore s a i d  h i s  m o t i v a t i o n  is 
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  who do n o t  r e q u i r e  24-hour 
n u r s i n g  home c a r e .  The m o t i v a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  
a c a r e  f a c i l i t y  f o r  t h o s e  t y p e  o f  p e o p l e  2nd even t h o s e  i n  t h e  

I 
p r i v a t e  home who have  no one t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  them. H e  t h i n k s  
t h a t  t h e  s ta te  c o u l d  free up a l o t  o f  med ica id  monies now g o i n g  
i n t o  n u r s i n g  homes. The c o s t  o f  n u r s i n g  hones i n  G r e a t  F a l l s  is 

I 
between $30 and $33 a day.  There  a r e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  have  
no o t h e r  p l a c e  t o  go b u t  have t o  s t a y  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  r a t e .  T h i s  
would p r o v i d e  t h a t  l e v e l  of  c a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  p e o p l e  

I 
who c a n n o t  look a f t e r  themse lves .  S e n a t o r  Olson a s k e d  M r .  Drake 
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if he  had a  comment. M r .  Drake said t h a t  med ica id  monies c a n n o t  
be  used  f o r  p e r s o n a l  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s .  Tha t  i s  where t h e  problem 
comes i n .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Moore s a i d  t h a t  by f r e e i n g  up money h e  
i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i f  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  p e r s o n a l  c a r e  
f a c i l i t i e s  i t  w o n ' t  have  t o  p u t  i t s  money i n t o  medica id  match. 
S e n a t o r  Olson  asked  where he i s  g o i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  money. Rep. 
Moore s a i d  t h i s  w i l l  n o t  go  i n t o  e f f e c t  tomorrow. R u l e s  would 
have  t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  and f a c i l i t i e s  would have  t o  be  s e t  up. 
I f  t h i s  t h i n g  were t o  be done i n  t h e  n e x t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  migh t  d i v e r t  some medica id  money o v e r  t o  SSI .  
Chairman Rasmussen asked  M r .  S e q u o r i a  i f  t h e r e  i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  
on t h e  books r i g h t  now. M r .  S e q u o r i a  s a i d  t h e r e  a r e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
r i g h t  now t o  l i c e n s e  t h e s e  t y p e s  o f  h e a l t h  f a c i l i t i e s .  The 
d e p a r t m e n t  i s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  to  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  i d e a  

, of  t h e  need f o r  p e r s o n a l  c a r e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  There  a r e  s t a n d a r d s  
t h a t  a r e  comparable  t o  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  b u t  t h e y  h a v e n ' t  been e n f o r c e d  
b e c a u s e  t h e  f u n d i n g  dwindled  down, and t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  wants  t o  ge t  
s t a r t e d  on t h i s .  Two depar t inen t s  are named i n  t h i s  b i l l  t o  s ta r t  
d o i n g  t h i s .  T h i s  b i l l  h a s  c a l l e d  t h e  z g e n c i e s  t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  q a p .  
They recommend t h e  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  t h e  Department  o f  H e a l t h  w i l l  
e s t a b l i s h  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  They would l i k e  t h i s  en fo rcement  and t o  
g e t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t h i s  l e v e l  o f  c a r e .  S e n a t o r  H i m s l  s a i d  t h i s  
b i l l  h a s  no f i s c a l  n o t e  w i t h  i t ,  s o  t h e  Comrnittee h a s  t o  make t h e  
assumpt ion  from t h i s  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  money a v a i l a b l e  i s  from SSI  
income. H e  a sked  Rep. Moore i f  h e  h a s  a  p r o p o s a l  t o  fund some 
o f  t h i s .  I f  t h i s  b i l l  w e r e  t o  p a s s ,  t h e  most  t h a t  c o u l d  go i n t o  
t h i s  p o r t i o n  would be  $164. Rep. Moore s a i d  it i s  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  
t o  t r a n s f e r  some medica id  money f o r  t h i s .  S e n a t o r  H i m s l  s a i d  t h e  
s t a t e  h a s  a home n u r s i n g  s e r v i c e  s o r t  o f  program now, and p a r t  o f  
it i s  under  medica re .  M s .  C a r l s o n  s a i d  t h a t  i s  home h e a l t h  s e r v i c e  
where p e o p l e  a r e  i n  t h e i r  homes and n u r s e s  come t o  c a l i .  P e r s o n a l  
care is  f o r  p e o p l e  who c a n n o t  under  any c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s t a y  i n  t h e i r  
own home. S e n a t o r  Ryan asked  i f  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  a  program where 
i n v a l i d s  have  a  p e r s o n  come i n  o n c e  o r  t w i c e  a week. M s .  C a r l s o n  
s a i d  t h i s  i s  homemakers f o r  p e o p l e  who c a n  s t a y  a t  home. S e n a t o r  
Lens ink asked  who d e c i d e s  whether  someone i s  go ing  t o  go i n t o  
p e r s o n a l  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s .  Rep. Moore s a i d  S R S  w i l l  d e c i d e  t h e  
e l i g i b i l i t y .  M r .  S e q u o r i a  s a i d  it would b e  based  on t h e  o p i n i o n  
o f  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n .  S e n a t o r  Lens ink conf i rmed  t h a t  t h i s  
1s o n l y  i n  t h e  c a s e  of  someone who i s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  p u b l i c  a s s i s t p n c e  
Rep. Moore s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  would n o t  p r e c l u d e  p e o p l e  from g o i n g  o u t  
of  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  home. S e n a t c r  H i m s l  a sked  a b o u t  t h e  ru le-making 
a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  p roposed  amendment f o r  S e c t i o n  5.  R e p .  Moore s a i d  
t h e  Committee would need a  s t a t e m e n t  of i n t e n t .  

The h e a r i n g  on  House B i l l  655 was c l o s e d  a t  2:10 p.m. 
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A C T I O N  ON STATEMENT OF INTEXT FOR HOUSE 8ILL 3 4 2 :  The - 
c o r m i t t e e  was p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a  p r o p o s e d  amendment t o  t h e  s ta te-  

I 
n e n t  o f  i n t e n t  t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  t h e i r  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  
have  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by t h e b l i n d  p e o p l e  i n  r u n n i n g  t h e i r  
c o n c e s s i o n s .  S e e  A t t a c h a e n t  "C." S e n a t o r  H i m s l  moved t h a t  t h e  

I 
p r o p o s e d  amendment h e  amended t o  make it a c t i v e  a n d  p r o d u c t i v e  
employment .  The m o t i o n  c a r r i e d .  S e n a t o r  Nornan moved t h e  
amendment i n  A t t a c h m e n t  "C" a s  amerided. The n o t i o n  p a s s e d .  
S e n a t o r  Norman moved t h a t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  i n t e n t  f o r  House 

I 
B i l l  3 4 2  be a d o p t e d  a s  amended. The m o t i o n  c a r r i e d .  S e n a t o r  
Ryan w i l l  c a r r y  House B i l l  3 4 2  on  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r .  I 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 1 9 6 :  Chairman Rasmussen p r e s e n t e d  
some amendments (see ~ t t a c h n e n " L ' D "  ) t o  t h e  Commit tee  and  
a s k e d  M r s .  Zion t o  s p e a k  t o  t h e  amendments.  I t  was e x p l a i n e d  
t h a t  t h e s e  are  t e c h n i c a l  e r r o r s  t h a t  d i d  n o t  g e t  amended i n  
t h e  House.  T h e r e  i s  a  p h r a s e  t h a t  was added  i n  a f t e r  l i n e  1 2  
o n  p a g e  3 t h a t  s h o u l d  have been  added i n  a f t e r  l i n e  14 on p a q e  
3 .  On p a g e  11, l i n e  2 3 ,  s t r l k e  o u t  a n n u a l l y  b e f o r e  u p d a t e  a n d  
a f t e r  u p d a t e  p u t  i n  "where n e c a s s a r y . "  T h i s  i s  r e q u e s t e d  b e c a u s e  
f e d e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  no  l o n g e r  r e q u i r e  a n n u a l  u p d a t e s .  S e n a t o r  
H i m s l  moved t h a t  t h e  amendments i n  A t t a c h m e n t  "Dw be a d o p t e d .  
The m o t i o n  c a r r i e d .  

S e n a t o r  Norman s a i d  t h e  l i n e  i t e m  was g o i n g  t o  b e  $540 ,000 .  
I f  t h e y  d o n ' t  l i n e  i t e m  i t ,  i t  w i l l  s t i l l  b e  $540 ,000 .  S e n a t o r  
H i m s l  s a i d  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  r e a d s  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  cost  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  
$4 ,000 .  The A d v i s o r y  C o u n t i l  would i n c r e a s e  f rom 7 t o  9 members,  
and t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  m e e t i n g s  b e  q u a r t e r l y  

I 
i n s t e a d  of thrice a  y e a r .  M r .  Baumgardner s a i d  i t  w a s  assumed 
t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l s  would be unknown. Whereas ,  
t h e  c u r r e n t  l aw  p e r m i t t i n g  a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l s  a l l o w s  f o r  e x p e n s i s  
and t r a v e l  f o r  n o n - s t a t e  p e o p l e .  Chairman Rasmussen s a i d  h e  
d o e s n ' t  see why t h e r e  would b e  a change .  Tes t imony  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  w o u l d n ' t  c h a n g e  a n y t h i n g .  M r .  Bauingardner s a i d  it 

I 
d o e s n ' t  h a v e  t o  change .  H e  just assumed t h a t  i t  would  t a k e  4 
m e e t i n g s  a y e a r  t o  become e f f e c t i v e .  S e n a t o r  L e n s i n k  a s k e d  a b o u t  
t h e  number on  t h e  b o a r d .  M r .  Baumgardner s a i d  he i s  n o t  c o n c e r n e d  
a b o u t  t h e  number;  i t  c a n  b e  changed  t o  a n y  number t h e  Commit tee  

I 
w a n t s .  S e n a t o r  L e n s i n k  a s k e d  i f  M s .  C a r l s o n  t h o u g h t  i t  p o s s i b l e '  1 
t h a t  V i s u a l  S e r v i c e s  w i l l  g e t  p u t  i n t o  V o c a t i o n a l  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  
X r .  C a r l s o n  s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a lways  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h i s  c o u l d  
b e  done .  Each new manager  w i l l  t a k e  a  l o o k  a t  t h a t .  S e n a t o r  
O l s o n  a s k e d  how t h e  b l i n d  i s  b e n e f i t e d  by t h i s  b i l l .  M r s .   ion 
s a i d  t h i s  a s s u r e s  them t h a t  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  c a r r y  on .    hey 

I 
know t h e y  g e t  b e t t e r  s e r v i c z s  f rom a  s e p a r a t e  d i v i s i o n  Gut d o  
r e a l i z e  t h e  e c c n o a i c  a 6 v a n t a y e s  o f  b e i n ?  p u t  i n t o  V o c a t i o n a l  
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  S e e  A t t a c h ~ e n t  " E . "  d 



M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  Mee t ing  
P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  W e l f a r e  & S a f e t y  Committee 
March 1 2 ,  1 9 7 9  
P a g e  1 0  

S e n a t o r  Ryan moved t h a t  House Bill 1 9 6 ,  a s  amended, BE 
CONCUZRED IN. The m o t i o n  c a r r i e d  by a v o t e  of f i v e  t c  two. 
S e n a t o r  Ryan w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  on  t h e  S e n a t e  f l o o r .  

A C T I O N  ON H O U S E  B I L L  645 :  S e n a t o r  H i n s l  moved t h a t  House 
B i l l  6 4 5  BE CONCURRED I N .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  reason h e  d o e s  t h i s  
i s  t h a t  h e  knows o f  cases where c c r o n e r s  h a v e  " k i d n a p p e d "  b o d i e s  
when t h e y  own a f u n e r a l  home. The m o t i o n  c a r r i e d  by a  vote  of 
s i x  t o  one. S e n a t o r  H i m s l  w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  
floor. 

ADJOURI?MENT:  T h e r e  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  d i s c u s s e d ,  
t h e  m e e t i n g  was a d j o u r n e d  a t  2:40 p.m. 
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.kIENDENTS TO HCtlSE D L L L  $655 

BY REQUEST OF STATE OF MOET;VJX 

S O C I A L  i W D  REHABILITATION S E R V I C E S  

Dele te  (1) i n  Sec t ion  2 

Proposed Sec t ion  4 should be amended t o  read:  

Sec t ion  4 .  To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  s t a t e  supplementation funds  a r e  

a v a i l a b l e ,  t he  D e p a r t m e ~ t  of  Socix l  and R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  s h a l l  

p rovide  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  ?o Supplemental S e c u r i t y  Income (SSI) 

e l i g i b l e  persons  i n  personal c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s .  

Proposed Sec t ion  5 should be amended t o  read:  

Sec t ion  5.  The Department of S o c i a l  and R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  S e r v i c ~ s  

i s  au tho r i zed  t o  promogate r i l e s  regard ing  e l i g i b i l i t y ,  payaents  

and appropr i a t enes s  of  c a r e  f o r  i nd iv idua l  a p p l i c a n t s  o r  r e c i p i e n t s .  



T\TTT,CI-iME[<T "A" 

,uIENDE?;TS TO HC'JSE B I L L  $655 

BY REQTJEST OF STATE OF blChI'AUA 

SOCIAL AND EHABI LITATION SERVICES 

Delete (1) in Section 2 

Proposed Section 4 should be mended to read: 

Section 4. To the extent that state supplementation funds are 

available, the ~e~artmeit of Socisi and Rehabilitation Services shall 

provide financial assistance to Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 

' eligible persons in personal care facilities. 

Proposed Section 5 should be amended to read:  

Section 5 .  The Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services 
I I '4  

is authorized to promogate rules regardir.2 eligibility, payments 

and appropriateness of care for individual applicants or recipients. 



Per sona l  cz re    re senti.: exists tXrou~hout ,  the  s t ,a te  bur, L?LTPDL f o r  I : I S S ~ C ? - ~  

County, i s  price6 ou t  of  r each  f o r  t h e  coc;r. 
#' 1 

I. m e  County nf Fissoula, thrcuc!: i t s  .':fi>:lr.o I s p a r k e n ? ;  ~:;r?plcr?.er,'us pc;sl;na: 1 
* - - n  IIic3:X to allot.: a :td]me:lt 3f per n::nth f o r  3: persons who recei71e personal  c a r e  

The average mont'r,ly supplement b:r i ; h ~  comty under t h t  p r o g r m  i s  ;ihlt. IIisaoula 

I 
1 

County h a s  soon coonern about t h e  atandsrils i n  e f f e c t  f o r  the  qua]-Ity of c a r e  t~e ing  1 
prrjvirlerl; t h e  ?providers ni; Xi.sso-l.a h2.e gi-br;iri notice Ynat ra te? w i l l  have t o  I 

J 
i n c r e a s e  i f  s tanderds  are  ra ised.  

, TO the b e s h o f  our b-owleliye,  ; . I i s s r~u l~  is t h e  ol.1;~ l l o c l l l t : , r  w!?ere person?: 

ca r?  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  needy perso1:s. In 2 1 1  c t h e r  areas of tlr:e s t a i e ,  t h e  c a s t  of 
I 

2 7  - i,r!-: :are ranees rron ; $ ~ o o  t o  ;$f;i)O r)ey mo:lth 2nd is c e d  r i n b  h;: ri.-ivat,e patiF.n',s 

tr!;o h;,: :he 2-,oc;,:.2 it ta l tes  $3 :.::J --- .  fb--,> .,... .,*,.& A aS,7S. 

I 
I 

- nrl cascade "uc.cn'Yjl pL-esent ly k c  a i?ec\! f ~ r  ,-I y r ~ + ; n a l  c;:e S D ~ C ~ S  f o r  lo?,- 
I 

i n c o ~ e  e l d e r l y  r e s i d e n t s .  A ~ o u C ,  1/3rr! 13: t h a t  nwnker are now I n a 3 p r o p r i a t e l ; ~  

p l a c e 5  i n  n u r s i n g  homes and t h e  remain?e~- zre t y i n z  t o  ~ ~ a i n t a i n  %her?seives in 

c i rc ,d ; ; i~ tmces  t h a t  a re  n o t  adeq;;?.'uc. T;:. co;rs;i;litji ?,ac ,-aobilis:2:-j r soc i ,ces  t2 

hcl;; tt.ose people silrvis.2 b u t  5hccr: resonr.eec zi-e l h i t e d  21-14 no5 e s  d e s i r a b l e  a s  

m a pe r sona l  care  h o w  ~silld be.  he resources beic; used i nc lude  honemaker s e r v i c e s ,  

hone del ivered meals, conzsegiite f eed ing ,  t ran :por t? t ion  s e r v i c e s  md hone h ~ s l t h  1 
services. A s  w e l l  ~s beine l e s s  des i r a ' r j l e ,  those  resources 2.re LeL?g s t ra ined to 

t h  e rr,,?x imurn . I 
The Cascade County Cq~ml. s ioners  d.fd sane pr  eliminarjr stud? and planning f.or 

c;t 1-3" 7 ~ l ~ ~ 7 ~  / T  L L ' -  j 7 / u d t  

ii pe r sona l  c a r e  i ' a c l l i t y  t o  be opera ted  by thtx zount;iy. i t  wzs th2.t study t ha t  
I 

i.:.+:;tified ICO p e q l e  in nec.1 o!' t3e crire. '?hi: s t u d y  2lr;c c o r ~ c b d . + . ~ <  tl:.at, $ ~ S C )  I 
bror~lcl be a break-even p o ~ h t  f o r  C;::c.-,de C r ~ i m t y  tc ?rovj.de t h ~ ?  rer;-5.ces. Feither  

CL., sb~.:.te J. nor c3uyiLy 1123 the? finar:;:izi . - 
abil.i?,:i to :':-~rl: t,ii:t c s ~ f  ;;% ?,;:I:: timi?. J 



,-. If the  nrzc: in l?zsc&ile -~?urit:~ I s  3:lj:r.c,~?? t~ = ~ > ~ 2 ~ ~ ; i - ! ~ ?  lcv-.1_, we e s t i q a t e  

I t h e r e  ar.3 l,L?i;C! p+.ople r:ho have a need f o r  persor,?l C x e .  P u ? ~ ~ c  ~in.t/or -,?iz.ate, 

J f a c i l i t i e s  could  provide t h a t  ca re  a t  2n ,=.vera;c r a t e  of S S C : ~  per  zonth.  If t h e  

Missoula County experience i s  rer,resentntl17e o f  t'?e s t a t e  as a s!:cle, t h e  r e s i d e q t s  

i n  a  pe r sona l  c a r e  program wa&-? 'nave an average ? r P ~ a t e  incone of $26 t o  apply 

toward t h e  casb, l e av ing  about  $300 t o  be  supplemented. Ye  feel some of t h c  c o s t  

could  be charged t o  1hdicai.d and t h e r e  might a l s o  be  h e l p  a v a i l a b l e  through ag ing  

s e r v i c e s  o r  o t h e r  f e d e r a l  p r o F m s  t o  h e l n  o f f z e t  t h e  su-ppler;.ents s o  t h a t  t h e  

e n t i r e  burden would n o t  have t o  be sought  th-o*~gh s t a t e  gene ra l  f u n d  app ropr i a f '  son. 

3ur  concept  of p e r s o ~ a l  c z r e  wouli  5e a ra:iz? ci" ser-r lces  pro.ride,j t o  

r e s i d e n t s  i nc lud ing  such t h i n g s  a s  room, hoard,  s p e c i a l  d i e t s ,  l aundry  s e r v i c e ,  

supe rv i s ion  of o r a l  mer i ica t im,  a s s i s t ~ i c o  i n  t o i l e t ' , ~ ;  ( shavinz ,  ba th ing ,  

shmpooing ,  e t c  . ), ar rznging  n e i i c a l  a ~ p o i n ' x a f i t s ,  c l ean ing  roolns, fu rn i sh ings ,  

p e r i o d i c  checks on t h e  r e s i d e n t .  

1 In smnary, t h e r e  i s  a need f o r  a ~ e r s a n a l  c a r e  ~ r o g r a n  f o r  l o ~ i  income 

e l d e r l y  pcople i n  k n t a n a ;  t hose  ~1il0 CZTI no l r ~ l l ~ e r  l i v e  i n 4 s p c r . d ~ n t t y  b u t  who 
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