SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

March 12, 1979

The Senate Education Committee met Monday, March 12, 19279, in
Room 402 of the Capitol Building. Senator Bob Brown called the
meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Committee members present were
Senators Brown, Ed Smith, Thomas, O'Hara, Richard Smith, Anderson,
Severson, Fasbender, McCallum, and Blavlock.

The following bills were heard: House Bill 458
House Bill 718
House Bill 675
House Bill 532
House Bill 473.

HOUSE BILL 458 REPRESENTATIVE KEYSE

Representative Keyser, sponsor of the bill, st
of the bill is to deal with smzll schools, mos

class schools, who do not meet on a regular basis. This bill
would allow them to approve the minutes of the previcus
meeting at the next meeting of the hoard as long as it is

not more than forty days later.

ated the purpose
tlv all 3rd
S

PROPONENTS

Wayne Buchanan, representing the Montana School Boards Association,
stated that the original legislation stated the minutes must

be approved in 30 days. If a poard of trustees mects on a

regular day, i.e. second Monday each month, then they can be

in violation of the law if the second londay stretches into

the 5th week in a month. He pointed out that in those

cases about half the boards in the state would be in violation

at some time during any given year.

There were no further proponents and no opponents to the bill and
the hearing was closed on House Bill 458.

HOUSE BILL 718 REPRESENTATIVE DONALDSON

Representative Donaldson, sponsor, stated the bill is intended

to clear up confusion 1in the compulsory enrollment and attendance
provisions that now exist in the statutes. He said lines 20-23
on page 1 are new material which make clear that compulsory
provisions apply until the child's 16th birthday or the date

of compleblon of the work of the elighth grade. The same pro-
visions are included on page 3 of thp bill.




Page 2
Minutes
March 12, 1979

PROPONENTS

Bob Stockton, representing the Office c¢f Public Instruction,
“stated OPI requested the bill. He said the confusion

existed following recodification which seemed to change the
intent of the legislation. The 45th Legislature then attempted
to straighten that out but the end result was a compulsory
enrollment but no cowpulso ry a*tendanhe provision. They have
had conflicting opinions from the Attorney General and
therefore have come to the legislature to ask for clarification
once and for all.

There being no further proponents and no opponents, the hearing
was closed on House Bill 718. ‘

HOUSE BILL 675 REPRESENTATIVE METCALYF

Rspresenyqtlve Metcalf, sponsor, stated the purpose of the bill
is to establish a Montana Folk llfn FPrciject to be attached to
the Montana Arts Council. The Library of Congress has provided

several folklorists for nine months and there is an appropria-
tions bill in for $20,000 per year for Ltwo years to be taken

out of the coal tax cultural and esthetic projects monies.

The basic goals are to identify, pres erve, and documant the

folk arts and traditions of Montana and to maks that information
accessible to the public. He said the idea is not to collect
artifacts as much as the living history of the state. He
further stated there are many folklore traditions in this state
and they should be preserved. He presented a bocklet on t“v

Central Oregon Folklife Festival to the committes (attachmen
#1).

ROFPONENTS

Shirley Cleary, a Helena artist, stated she moved here from
Washington, D.C. eight years ago. She was inmediately impressed
with the country and the remnants oF settlements in lMontana.

She began painting the old machines she found in the cghost

towns and old settlements and wn?lg doing that found herself
exposed to an increasing number of steries, songs, and traditions

which had become part of the history of the various machines.
She said the machines and the verbal history are disappearing
and should be preserved and therefore urged the committee to

support the bill.

’J”I'U)

1%ter Joe Ann Daley, representing the Montana Arts Council, said
he traveled 87,000 Montana miles last year in her work assisting
mall communities in developing their cultural assests. She

J)
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said she has been impressed with the manv facects of Montana
life and folklore. The project is essential to documenting

the various historical lifestyles of ths many communities

in Montana. She felt it is most necessary to have professional
help to accomplish this.

David Nelson, Executive Director of the Montana Arts Council,
said the bill represents an extreme amount of work with the
Library of Congress. He stated the living historical information
is seldom recorded and those people who know it are getting

old@r and we are losing much of our oral history with them.

He id we have vast collections of artifacts and the

collectlons of oral and living history should be as well
collected and preserved.

J.D. Holmes, representing the Montana Institute of the Arts
Foundation, stated that organizaticn's support for the bill.

He said such a program will expand thea knomluujw of our state's
cultural heritage. Ve need to decument our musical, occupaticnal,
and recreational history and this bill is a good means of doing
it. '

There being no further proponents and no opponents to the bill,
the hearing was closed on House Bill 675.

HOUSE BILL 532 REPRESENTATIVE PAVLOVICH

Representative Pavliovich, sponsor, stated this bill allows the
county superintendent to be disqualified or disqualify themselves
from a hearing, tc appoint another superintendent to preside

in their place, and to allow for payment of expenses.

PROPONENTS

Pat Price, representing the Montana Association of County

Scnool Superintendents, presented hor written testimony in
upport of the bill to the committee (atitachment £2).

Lyle Eggum, representing the Office of Public Instruction,
presented his written testimony in support of the bill to
the committee (attachment $#3).

Theresa Love, Townsend, County Superintendent of School
presented her written testimony in support oi the pill
committee (attachment #4).

S
to the
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Chad Smith, representing the Montana School Boards Association,
stated this revision has been needed for some time. There has

’s
existed the possibility for bias or conflict of Jnterest. He
aid this legislation weculd parallel the district judge proce-
dure for disqualification. He noted the Superintendent of
Public Instruction should not be the person to choose the
hearing officer in the case of a disqualification, as she is
the next level of appeal.

Fred Bull, County Superintendent of Schools, Butte, urged support
of the bill.

There being no further proponents and no opponents, the hearing
was closed on House Bill 532.

HOUSE  BILL 473 REPRESENTATIVE ROSENTHAL

Representative Rosenthal, sponscr of the bill, stated the bill
defines members of the armed forces as slgned to stations in
icntana, their spouse and dependent children as

residents for the purposes of attending units of the University
system or post-secondary vocational-tcechnical centers. The
tuition fees would be the same as for residents of the state.

=

sented a letter in support of the bill from Ge orgla

Rice, uperintendent c¢f Public Instruction (attachment £ 5).

Representative Rosenthal also presented a sta
of information regarding residency determinat
purposes in other states (attachment #6).
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He stated Malmstrom Air Force Base generates $200 million into
the economy of Great Falls each vear or 42-43% of the total
economy of the city. Many military personnel ardtheir dependents
are working part or full time jobs off base which generates

tax dollars for the state. He felt the passage of fhp bill
would not create a great rush to the university system units

or vo-tech centers. 1It, however, would benefit the family

just coming into the state with children who are seniors in

nigh school.

John Bell, representing himself as a taxpaver, said this is

a good bill. He pointed out the Legislature has been traditionally
Jenerous to military personnel and it has paid off. Many
military people are retiring in Montana and this is a little

more inducement for them to stay -~ especially senior officers

who will soon be retiring.
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further proponents

and

was closed on House Bill 473.

The

HOUSE BILL

480

committee met in Fxecutive Session.

Senator McCallum moved House Bill 480

no opponcnis,

be taken off t

the hearing

he table.

The motion carried unanimously.

Senator

Anderson moved House Bill 48

30 Be Not Concurr

red In.

The motion

3

failed

on a roll call vote

(see attac }§; roll call

sheet #7).

HOUSE BILL

Senator

718

O'Hara moved House Blll,ll7,ﬂz

carried

unanimously.

HOUSE BILL

Senator

458

Ed Smith m

ovad House

carried

unanimouslty.

HOUSE BILL

Senator

217

McCallum moved Hous

ey
©

Concurreod

oncurrei Iin.

e Biil 21

3

The motion

i The rotlc

motion carried unanimousl

There bein
Wednesday,

no further business, the meeting
1979.

March 14,

/wé

adjournad
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/"’.\! L

L0 reconvene
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Senator Bob

BLown

Chalrman
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SEWUATE EDUCATION COMMITYELR
March 12, 1979

HOUSE BILL 473 REPRESENTATIVE ROSENTHATL

This bill expands the definition of resident for tuition purposes.
A member of the armed forces of the United States assigned to and
residing in Montana, his spouse, or his dependent children are
included in the definition of resident student. Thus, by making
military residents and their families residents of Montana,
tuition payments for them are waived at the university sytem

and at post-secondary vocational-techinical education centers.

HOUSE BILL 532 REPRESENTATIVE PAVLOVICH

House Bill 532 provides for the di

intendents from hecarincgs in certa

disqualified superlntwwqcpt‘ rep ment in such hearing, and

the proper payment of expenses of e hearing. The ccun;y super -

intendent 1is dlsqLa_“hlé from a he iring wnen hRe has an inLcLeaup
1s related to either party th gh either marriage or family

, or if either varty in the hg ing feels the superintendent

iased or prejudiced against him. When a superintendent is

jualified, he must appoint another county superintendent to

ar the case. The cost incurred for the hearing is borne by

¢ ccunty in which the hearing occurrazd.

lification cf county super-
s2s, appointment of the
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REPRESENTATIVE HARPER

House Bill 548 clarifies the definition of benefit year for
unwmployment compensation after the initial year of receiving

such compensation. In existing law, it is confusing as to

whon a benefit year ends after the 1p1*L1' 32 consecutive week
reqgquirement for unemployment benefits is filled The proposed
legislation pinpoints the end of the ir benL;lt yeaxr, the
commencement of the subsequent benefit ye‘ and spcecifies

that benefits for subsequent benefit vyear not be received
until expiration of the current bhenefit yea
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BILL 675 REPRESENTATIVE METCALT
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e Bill 675 creates the Montana Folklife Project. The purpase
ne project is to preserve and study traditional customs and
culturally based expressions of ranching, farming, logging, mining,
trapping, exploration, Indian culture, and cowboy life. The project
would have authority to accept gifts, grants, and other forms of
assets donated to the project; enter intc contracts with and
award grants to Variowc people and groups; research customs and
cnta
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olher traditions; and cooperate with cther M

id agencies
groups interested in FOLkllfe heritage.
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RE: FOR OHUBL
FROM: Theresa I. Love
County Superintendent
I am in support of H.B. 532 in that there are times when
a local county superintendent may bea teo invelved with the
controversy. The county superintendent wmay have evaluated the

uainted with the party involvad which
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OFFICE OF PURBLIC INSTRUCTION

STATE CAPITOL Gevrona Hiee
HELENA, MONTANA 50601 , Superintendent
(100) 4492095

February 5, 1979

The Honorable Jonas H. Rosenthal
House of Representatives

State Capitol

Halena, MT 59601

Dear Representative Rosenthal:

I have the following information concerning your inquiry cn H.B.473
and its effect on the postsecondary vocational technical centers of
Montana.

According to our rvecords, winter quartcr total
vocational technical centers is 2,362 smud;.ts Of the 2,382 students
only 14 are paying out of state tuition. The 14 students are equally
divided between B8i11ings and Helena Vocational Technical Centers. QOur
statistics do not show any out of state tuition is being paid by students
in Butte, Great Falls or HMissoula.

enrollment at the five
O

From the above figures, we can deduct that H.B. 473 weuld have 1o < ignificant
fiscal effect on the postsecondary vocational technical center budgets.

If students are encouraged to enroll in a center as a result of passage
of the legislation obviously this would be a positive effect for which ve
would all be grateful.

U

Thank you for your inquivy. I hope that this information will be he Ipful,
Representative Rosenthal, and please let me know if I can assist you
again.

Sincerely,

(/zggaﬁiéhé/'jZi;V

f‘owfr{ RICE
Syperimendent

~o.
‘\]}"\-CW

cc:  larry Key

Attironanve Acnon -- FEO Baploas ey
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Senator Ed Smith, V. Chairman -
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Senator Elmer Severson Y
Senator Mike Anderson Y
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Senator Richard Smith k
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