
SENATE E D U C A T I O N  COiC4lTTEE 

March 3 ,  1979 

The S e n a t e  E d u c a t i o n  C o r m i t t e e  m e t  F r i d z y ,  March 9 ,  1979 i n  
Room 4 0 2  o f  t h e  C a p i t o l  a u i l d i n g .  Senator Bob Brown, Cha i rman ,  
called t h e  meeting t o  o r d e r  a t  1 : C O  p.m. C o r m i t t e e  members 
p r e s e n t  were S e n a t o r s  Brown, E d  Smith, Thomas, O'Hara, Anderson ,  
F a s b e n d e r  , a n d  McCalJ-uin w i t h  Senators B l a y l o c k ,  S e v e r s o n ,  and  
R i c h a r d  S n i t h  excused. 

The f o l l o w i n g  b i l l s  w e r e  h e a r d  by  t h c  committee: House B i l l  3 8 3  
House B i l l  1 0 7  
House J o i n t  
R e s ~ l u t i o n  7 
Housc B i l l  209  
House B i l l  0 7 4 .  

;IOUSZ EEILL 3 8 3  REPRESENTATIVE P$:4IREZ 

P e p r c s e n t a t i v e  P o r t c r  presented the b i l l  for Repze . : snka t ive  
Rc:.:;:lrez who cou1.d n o t  br. present f o r  the heari1;s. The S i l l  
i s  a n  ac t  t o  r e q u i r e  approval o f  t h e  t r u s t € - c s  of a r e c e i v i n g  
s c k ~ o o l  d i s t r i c t  be for?  a t r a n s f e r  oE territory f rom a n o t h e r  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  c d n  be :,lade. He s t g t e d  t h i s  b i l l  xas prompted  
by a  s i t u a t i o n  in Billings whcase s t u d e r t s  who iived i n  a 
t r a i l e r  c o u r t  directly across t h e  stTrcct fron t h e  boun3ary 
of t h e  d i s t r i c t  wanted t o  a t t e n d  s c h o o l  i n  that district. 
Z ~ p r e s e n t a t i v e  P o r t e r  a s k e d  Leoi:az-d S a r g e n t  t o  f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n -  

PROPONENTS 

Leonard S a r g e n t ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana S c h o o l  E o a r d s  Assoc ia t ion  
p r e s e n t e d  h i s  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  i n  s u p o r t  of t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  
c o L w i t t e e  ( a t t a c h m e n t  $ 1 ) .  

Rzprcsentative P o r t e r  c l o s e d  by q u o t i n g  p a g e  2 ,  l i n e  2 of t h e  - 
b i l l  which  s a y s  " t h e  b o a r d  o f  t r u s t e e s  of t h e  school d i s t r i c t  
that would  receive t h e  t e r r i t o r y  h a s  a ~ p r o v e d  t h e  t r a n s f e r " .  

T h e r e  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  and no o p p o n e n t s ,  the h e a r i n g  
w a s  closed on  Bouse H i l l  3 8 3 .  

HOUSE E I L L  107 REPIESENTATIVE HURWITZ 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Hurb; l tz  s ~ a t e d  t h i s  b i l l  was r e q u e s t e d  by Broa2-  
i ? ~ t c l F ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ i ~ a  c o u n t y  h i g h  s c h o o l  ratiicr t h a n  a 
d i s t r i c t  n i g h  s c h o o l .  Zr(~adw;l ter  C o ~ , n t y  i s  on-: o f  n i n c  S U C ~  

c o l ~ ? t i e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The c o u n t y  wool6 l i k e  t o  51 able  20 rais? 
t h r  l i m i t  of bonde6 i nd t )S te ; incs s  1 x 1  order ce b:111d a nc-,.I h i g h  
school. D i s t r i c t  h i g h  s c h o o l s  have t h e  a u c h ~ r i t y  t o  r a r s o  the i r  
lixit b u t  c o u n t y  h i g h  schonls do not. 



PROPONENTS 

Rob stock to;^, r e p r e s e n t i  ng the O f  f i c c  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  
s t a t e d  OPI -silpi-)orts t h e  b i i l .  H e  s a i d  when t h e  la137 was 
changed  t o  a l l o w  f o r  a n  i n c r e a s e  i : ~  t h e  bonded i n d e b t e d n e s s ,  
t h e  c o u n t y  h i g h  s c h o o l s  were  o v e r l o o k e d  and it is  s i m p l y  
a n  o v e r s i g h t  which  n e e d s  t o  bc z o r r e c t e d .  

T h e r e  were n o  f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  and  no opponent -s  t o  t h e  b i l l  
and  t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d  on  House S i l l  1 0 7 .  

HOUSE J O I l J T  RESOLUTION 7 REPRESENTATIVE DUSSAULT 

, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D u s s a u l t  s t a t e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  a r e q u e s t  f o r  
an  i n t e r i m  s t u d y  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  and  f e z s i b i l i t y  of e s t a b l i s h i n q  - - 
a n  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e  agency .  She s a i d  l a s t  s 5 s s i o n  s u c h  a 
request  w a s  mandsted f o r  s t u d y  as  a p r i o r i t y  b u t  she u n d e r s t o o d  
s u c h  a  s t u 2 y  w a s  underway by t h e  O f f i c e  oT Pu!-rlic I n s t r u c t i o n  
and t h e r e f o r e  w i t h d r e w  t h e  r c q u c s t .  A s  i t  turned o u t ,  r h c  s t ~ 2 d y  
w a s  n o t  d o n e  2nd s o  s h e  h a s  a c a i n  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n .  
Under  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  c o u l d  combine 
and  p r o v i d e  a  d i r e c t  s e r v i c e  s u c h  a s  s p e c i a l  e ~ l i i c a t i o n  cooper%?.- 
t i v e s .  The s t u d y  would d e t e r m i n s  i f  t h i s  c o u l d  be b r o a d e n ~ d  
t o  s e r v e  s t h e r  areas without u s u r p i n g  any r ~ s ~ ) o n s i b i l i t i e s  
wh ich  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  d ~ s t r i c t s .  

PROPONENTS 

Leona rd  S a r g e n t ,  r e p r e s e n t i c g  h i n s ? l f ,  p r e s e n t e d  his w r i t t e n  -- 
t e s t i m o n y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  r c s o l ~ t i o n  t o  t he  c o n ~ i t t e e  (a'stacil $2). 

There b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  2 r o F o n e n t s  and  no  o p p o n e n t s  t o  t h e  b i l l ,  
tile h e a r i n g  w a s  c l o s e d  on House Joint R s s o l u t i o n  7. 

HOVSE BILL 2 0 3  REPRESENTATIVE L U N G  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Zund, s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  stated t h e  b i l l  i s  --- -- 
a n  a c t  a u t h c r i z i n q  t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  E d u c ~ t i o n  t o  a c c r e d i t  
n o n p u b l i c  seccnc3ary s c h o o l s .  E- s a i d  t h e  h i l l  adds  n e w  m a t e r i a l  
o n l y  i n  t h a t  a nonpubl  i c  h i g h  school may a s k  the Board o f  
P u b l i c  E d u z a t i o n  t o  a c c r e d i t  them and  t h a t  t h e y  may b c  
a c c r e d i t e d  i n  tiz same manner a s  aiready stated i n  t h e  s t z t u t z s  
for-  o t h e r  n o n p u b l l c  s c h o o l s .  

PROPONENTS 

J o h n  F r a n k i n o ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Montana Catholic C o n f c r e n c c ,  
s t a t e d  t h e y  have worked w i t h  s e v e r a l  ~ ~ r i v a t c  s c i l o o l s  f o r  
a c c r e d i t a t i o n .  H e  i n t r o d u c e d  Sister Marie D a m i a n .  

S i s t e r  Marie Dd~i.,lan, ?.lontan;l C a t h o l i c  C o n £  e r c n c e ,  - ---- --- p r e s e n  t t ~ d  
; ~ e r  w r i t t e n  tcs t i r r tony  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  h i l l  t o  t i : r ?  cornmi i.t~;. . 
( a t t a c h m e n t  1 3 )  
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..1 M i n u t e s  
&larch 9 ,  1979  

Ron R u s s e l l ,  S u p c r i n t z r l r l e n t  of Schools fr,r t h e  Montzna Conference 
-- - 
of S e v e n t h  Day A d v e n t i s t  S c h o o l s  stated t h e y  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l  
a s  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  g i v e s  them a y a r d s t i c k  by which they c a n  measEre  
t h e  q u a l i t y  of t h e  s e r v i c e s  t h e y  provide 

Bob K a r t h u e s ,  Manha t t an  C h r i s t i a n  School ,  a n d  a rnenber of t h e  
N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  of P r i v a t e  S c h o o l s ,  stated his s u p p o r t  of t h e  
b i l l .  

Len S a r g e n t ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana S c h o o l  Goa tds  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
s t a t e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i c n  f o r  t h e  b i - l l ,  

A l v e  Thomas, representing t h e  Office of P x b l i c  I n s t r ~ ~ c t i o n ,  - 
s t a t e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  O P I  f o r  t k z  bill.. He said t h e y  f ee l  i t  
i s  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  t h e  s a n e  s t a n d a r d s  b a  used 'cr bo th  p r i v a t e  
2nd 2 1 ~ b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  

D r .  T r v i n q  Day ton ,  Deputy C g r n ~ i s s i c n e r  of H i y h ~ z  E d u z a t i o n ,  -- -- - -- 
stated h l s  s u p p D r t  o f  t h e  bill. 2- p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  2 ~ r a d u a t e  
o f  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  has a r n l l ~ : ~  e a s i e r  t i i w  e n t e r i n g  
'ihc u n i v e r s i t y  systenl t h a n  a grflciuclte of a n o n - a c e r s d i t e d  school .  

/ 

Rick Keese, Board o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  s a i d  t h e y  s l lppDrt  t h e  b i l l  
a s  i t  does  b e n e f i t  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  EIc c o n ~ u r r e d  w i t h  G r .  D a y t o n ' s  
A- ~ t ? s  t imony . 

M r .  F r a n k i n o  p r e s e n t e d  a l e t t e r  t o  =he c o r m i t t e e  i n  s u p p o r t  of 
t h e  b i l l  f rom S i s t e r  Mary E d i t h a  Brcun, S u p e r i n k e n d e n t  of -- 
Schools for t h e  Diocese of Eastern 1,iontana ( a t t ach i i en t  + 4 ) .  

?'her2 b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  and  no  opponents t o  the h i l l ,  t h e  
hear i -ng  was c losed on  House B i l l  2 3 9 .  

HOUSE BILL 674 REPmSENTATIVE DAY 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Day s t a t e d  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  a l l o w  
r u r ~ i  s t u d e n t s  t o  take a d v a n t a g e  o f  b u s  service t o  a t t e n d  s c h o o l  
cut of tile d i s t r i c t o f  r e s i d e n c e  i f  t h e y  l i v e  ail c x o r h i L & n t  
d i s t a n c e  from t h e i r  own school .  

Zer l -y .  T i l l m a n ,  Bloomf i e l d ,  Montana,  s t z i t e d  he was r e p r t . s e n t i n g  
h i s  o5.1n fami- ly  and two o t h e r  neicj:.b3rir?;j farni!.i.es, one  of which  
was w a t c h i n g  h i s  c h i l d r e n  and  t h e  othsr h i s  calves i:, order 
th;t !le could attc::ci t h e  h e a r i n g  s;:d testify i-n t h e i r  beha1.f. 
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M i n u t e s  
March 9 ,  1979 

H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  d u e  t o  p r o b l e m s  o n e  o f  h i s  d a u q h t e r s  w a s  h a v i n g ,  
t h e  p s y c h o l o g i s t  recommended she h e  moved f rom t h e  o n c  roGm 
s c h o o l  i n  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t  t o  a s z h o o i  out of d i s t r i c t .  That 
s c h o o l  p r o v i d e s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b ~ t  i n  M r .  T i l l n a n ' s  c a s e ,  t h e y  
b:ere r e q u i r e d  t o  pay t u i t i o n  as w e l l  a s  p r o v i d e  t h e i r  own 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  One  o t h e r  f a m i l y  l i v e s  G m i l e s  f rom t h e  o u t  
o f  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l ,  35 m i l e s  from t h e  i n  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l .  i n  
o r d e r  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  c l o s e r  s c h o o i  t h e y  mus t  pay f o r  t u i t i o n  
and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  even  though  t h e  s c h o o l  bus  p a s s e s  d i r e c t l y  
i n  f r o n t  of t h e i r  f a rm.  The r e n a i n i n g  f a m i l y  must  d r i v e  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  i n  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l  which  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  They d r i v e  11 m i l e s  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  and  hack  
t w i c e  a d a y  which  means a  4 4  m i l e  d r i v e  j u s t  t o  have  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d  t h e  i n  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l  when t h e y  c o u l d  a l s o  
c a t c h  t h e  b u s  t o  t h e  o u t  o f  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  o f  
t h e i r  own home. H e  s t a t e d  t h i s  i s  a  s e r i o u s  probl -en  and  e x i s t s  
i n  more a r e a s  t h a n  h i s  own. H e  u rged  s u p p o r t  o f ' t h e  b i l l .  

T h z r e  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  and no o p p o n e n t s  to t h e  b i l l ,  t h e  
h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d  o n  Hcuse Z i l l  674. 

The c o m m i t t e e  m e t  i n  E x e c u t i v e  S e s s i o n .  

HOUSE BILL 209  

ElOUSE BILL 1 0 7  

S e n a t o r  McCal1v.n moved Mouse B i l l  107 B e  Concur red  I n .  The m o t i o n  -- -.- -- ---. 

c a r r i e d  u n a n i ~ ~ o u s l y  w i t h  S e n a t o r s  S e v e r s o n  and R l c h a r d  Smitl i  --- 
a b s e n t .  S e n a t o r  NcCallum w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l .  

HOUSE BILL 383 

S e n a t b r  F a s b e n d e r  moved House B i l l  353 B2 Concur red  I n .  The m o t i o n  - - 
c a r r i e d  u n a n i m o u s ~ w i t h ~ e n a t o r s i  -- Srniih a:~d Sericrson ; I D S ~ ~ .  -- 
S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r  w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  h ~ l l .  

S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r  moved House J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  7 9c C o n c u r r e d  I n .  
- - I _ -  

The m o t i o n  c a r r i e d  w i t h  S e n a t o r  iCo\j> v o t i n T n c  a n d  S e n d t o r s  -- -- -- 
R i c h a r d  S m i t h  and S e v e r s o n  a b s e n t .  S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d i r  w i l l  c a r r y  
t h e  R e s o l u t i o n .  



Past._. 5 
Kinu t e  s 
March 9 ,  1979 

HCUSE B I L L  219  

S e n a t o r  B l a y l o c k  moved t o  amend paqe 1, l i n z  24  by s t r i k i - n g  "may1' -- -- ----I--- ----------.I__ 

and i n s e r t i n g  " s h a l l " .  The motion f a i l e d  on  2 r o i l  c a l l  v o t e  -- --- --- 
( s e e  a t t a c h e d  r o l l  c a l l  s h b e t  # 5 ) .  --- - -- 
S e n a t o r  ! . lcCal lum moved House B i l l  2 1 9  B e  Concurred  I n .  The mot ion  - --- 
c a r r i e d  on a r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  ( s e e - a t t a c h e d  r o l l  ca l l .  sheet $ 6 )  - 

HOUSE BILL 2 2 0  

S e n a t o r  Fasbender  moved House B i i l  2 2 0  E e  Concurred I n .  The  - 
motion c a r r i e d  with S e n a t o r  B l a y l o c k  v o t i n g  no and S e n a t o r  -------- --- - 
Severson  a b s e n t .  S e n a t o r  Fasbender  w i l l  c a r r y  t h z  b i l l .  --- 

BOUSE BILL 175 

S e n d t o r  B lay lock  moved Hcxse B i l l  1 7 5  9e Concurred In. The --- ---- -.------ 

rnotio~i c a r r i e d  a n a x ~ i m o u s l i i  with Senaror .  S c v e r s o n  r lbsent .  S z n a t o r  --- I-___-___-= ------ _ - _ _ _ _ - - _  
Brown will c a r r y  t h e  b i l l .  

There  b e i n g  n o  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  the n c e t i n q  a d j o u r n e d  t o  r econvene  
l4onciay, March 1 2 ,  a t  1 : 0 0  p.m. 

j d r  
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SENAT5 CB"GFm EDLJCAT - I O N  --- 

Senator Ed Smith, V ,  C m  AL I I 

Eva YES !XI 
I - -- -- 

Senator Georqe McCallum 

- 

Senator Jesse O'H-la 1 \ f  1 

Senator Elmer Severson -- 

Senator Mike Anderso '~  - 

,5 

Senztor Chet Blayloc:k -- - - 

- 

S.z:?ator L a r r y  Fasherider ?. 1 

Senatcr Bill Thomas 1 r: 
1 

Senator Richard Smith - - - L 
I 

- 

( i ~ c l ~ d e  enough infomaticn on ration--put w i t h  yellcx? qJ9 of 
mitste? reprt.) 

Senator Rob w. C u a  I )< 
I 
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S e n a t o r  Georqe McCallum 

Sena tor  Mike Anderson  
I 

1 
S e n a t o r  E l m e r  S e v e r s o n  
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S e n a t o r  R i c h a r d  S m i t h  
I 
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T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  calls fcr a f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  t o  d e k e r m i n e  
w h e t h e r  an  " e ~ d u c a t i o n  service agency"  structure s h o u l d  
h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Montana.  Such a s y s t m  wocild p r o v i d e  
s e r v i c e s  s u c h  a s  g u i d a n c e  and  c o n s e l i n g ,  remedial i n s t r u c t i o n ,  
h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s ,  a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n ,  and s p e c i : l l  cducat: ion t o  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s m a l l e r  rural d i s t r i c t s .  

HOUSE BILL 107 REPRZSENTIiTIVE H U R X I T Z  

T h i s  bill ra i ses  t h e  maximum l i m i t  on hond2d i n d e h t e a n e s s  f o r  
, a c o u n t y  h i g h  s c h o o l  f rom 5% t o  2 9 %  o f  t h e  value of t z . : ah l e  

p r o p e r t y  ( p g e  1, l i n e  2 2 ) .  T h i s  p e r c e n t a g e  l i m i t a t i o ; l  
c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h a t  p r o v i d e d  f o r  other s c h o o l  c l i s t r i - c t s  in 
20-9-406. 

HOUSE: BILL 203 XP?SSEliiTA'i'I',rE LLJND 

T h i s  b i l l  a u t h o r i z e s  t h e  Board of  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  t o  a c c r e d i t  
a nonpublic s c h o o l  when r e q u e s t e d  t o  do s o  by the s c h o o l  
( p a g e  1, l i n e s  22 -25 ) .  

SOUSE BILL 3 5 3  !&EPXESENTkTIVC FLhYIREZ 

Under p r e s e n t  l a w ,  a m a j o r i t - y  of e i e c t o r s  who r e s i d e  w i t h i n  
a p o r t i o n  o f  a  s c h o o l  district, which  p o r t i o n  i s  a t  l e a s t  
3 m i l e s  away f rom any  s c h o o l  o f  t h e  d i - s t r i c t ,  m3.y t r a n s f e r  

r - 7  . t h a t  p o r t i o n  to a n o t n e r  c o n t i g u o u s  s c h o o l  d j . . s t r i c t .  in1s 
b i l l  requires t h e  approva l  of  t h e  receiving d i s t r i c t  b e f o r e  
s u c h  a t r a n s f e r  c a n  be made (page 2 ,  l i n e s  2 - 3 ) .  

HOUSE H I L t L  6 7 4  REPRESENTATIVZ DAY 

Under p r e s e n t  l a w ,  o n e  of t.he c i r c u n s t a n c e s  under r;rhich a 
c h i l d  m u s t  be a l l o w e d  t o  transfer t o  a n o t h e r  d i s t r i c t  i s  
when t h e  c h i l d  1) r e s i d e s  more t h a n  3 m i l e s  f rom a n y  s c h o o l  
o f  h i s  r e s i d e n t  d i s t r i c t  2 )  t-hz resident d o e s n ' t  p r o v i d e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  3 )  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t o  which  he  w i s h e s  t o  
t r a n s f e r  d o e s  p r o v i d e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o ~ ; .  This b i  il Zeletes t h e  
s e c o n d  requi re i r ien t  (page 2,  l i r i c s  2 3 - 2 5 )  . 
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A E S I D E N T  
George L~pp.;.ri 
P.  0 Sox 1235 
For l  Benton, EAT 5344;: 

Y!CE PHESlDEtlT 
Earl FAess~c'r 
qoute # l .  Box 1248 
Libby. MT 59923 

if,4%1EDIATE 
PAST PRESIDENT 
Larry Tveit 
RR MI. Box 33 
Fatrv;ew. E4T 59221 

DISTRICT DIRECTORS: 

i EARL hlESSlCr: 
R R  #1, Box 12A8. 
L ib ty .  MT 59923 

2 GEORGE LIPPEiiT 
Eox 1255 
Ft. Senton, t,!i 5 4 4 2  

3 ?.ICIRVIPI EAPTEL 
~ C X  v.73 
'/iolf P o ~ n l .  1.47 5310i 

4 L,:RRY T V E l i  
R 8  a l .  Box 35 
Fa~rv~ev;.  MT 59221 

5 .4P:lTA J0HP:SOtI 
P.uule # l  
Lew~sloivr; ,  MT E?.:f; 

u CLAUDE LACKNEH 
Route 2 
t,!~ssouia. Mi 59.20; 

7 KERRY KEYSFR 
E s r  126 
E n n ~ s .  MT 55729 

Belgrade. MT 597 I: 

3 cUCILLE OLCiS 
Box 1149 
Red Lodge. U T 5'31362 

0 r iAROLD PETEFIC.O~.I 
F 0. Eox 124 
Co ls l r~p .  F.?T 59_'?:3 

.Ab?iiClPfiL: 

I L I I N G S  DIRECTOR 
P,ITA HEIZER 
2O8I3 f i s d c i ~ f f  @:i ic 
5.111ngs. t.:T :3!$2 

S U I T E  DIRECTOR 
BETTY iLOU BEPG 
i 2 . X  ' f d  Dla-or!c 
E~trb.;, t . : ~  5373: 

:F.EP.T FALLS Oli iFCTCrl 
!.IAELE JUfdKEFI:,:;L? 
293d 3rd k d i  FJc., : t :  
G r e ~ l  Fal ls,  ?AT 5ir:tjt 

1 5 1  EPJA D i R E C i C B  
?iP.f.IY etiLLOCr: 
'.>ZG H1gh1ar.i; 
b:: k:nd. t.!T 55sC 1 

MONTANA SCHOC)I, Heiena, f J o ~  
Telephone: 4CGi442-21e! 

I-eonxd H. Saigent, Executive 
BOARDS ASSCCTATi!aN Wayce G. Buchanan. Director of Sprciai  --- -- -- 

CATE : Piarch 9, 1979 

TO : S e n a t e  E d u c a t i o n  Cornmi-ttee 
I 

F ROII : L e o n a r d  E. S a r g e n  t, E:cecu Live  C i r e c t o r  I 
SUBJECT: P r c p o n e n t  Tes t imony  on HB 383 

MSBA, by r e s o l u t i o n  of i t s  rnevbe r sh ip  a t  the A s s o c i a t i o n  
Annual  M e e t i n g  i n  Koveinber, 1978  v o t e d  t.9 seek o r  s u p p o r t  
l e g i s l a t l c n  as found  in Iia 3 8 3 .  I 
A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  s i t u a t i o n s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  xore, 
which  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  show t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h i s  type o f  l e c : . s l a -  
t i o n ,  l e t  L i e  s i t e  j u s t  oat- e :~ ;axple .  A t  thc- present tirn.2 a 
d i s t r i c t  wh ich  h a s  a per pxpil t a x  b a s e  o f  SGS,r303.00 i s  see' 

I 
i n g  t o  a x e x  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h z t  d i s t r i c t .  t o  B i l l i c g s  D i s t r i c t  

annexed  p r o 2 e r t y  will be a developing t r a i l e r  c o u r t  of 6 0 0  

1 $ 2  which  h a s  a per p u p i l  t a x  b a s e  of  S i 0 , 5 0 ' 3 . 0 0 .  The p r o p o s c :  

u n i t s  which  w i l l  h a v ~  a  p u p i l  j m p a c t  o f  4 0 0  + student-. Th2 
smal.1 d i s t r i c t  d o e s  n o t  wa2 t  t o  b u i l d  or e n l a r g e  i t s  s c h o o l  
t o  acco r~n loda te  t h i s  j - n c r e a s e  in s t u d e n t  p o p u l z  t i o n .  t he 

I 
a r e a  is a  t a x  haven  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s .  The s c h o o l  dis- 
t r i c t  m i l l a g s  is 9.7 mills c o ~ i p a r i d  t o  5 1 . 5  n i i l s  in S i l l i ~ . ~  
The r e a s o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  snail d i s t r i c t  h a s  l a r g e  t a x p z y i n g  

1 
i n d u s t r i a l  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  i.ts b o u n d a r i e s .  

The b a s i c  p r o b l e m s  a r e  t w o - f o l d ,  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  p r o p c r t y  
does not i n c l u d e  a t r a n s f e r  o f  t a x  base. S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  

I 
p r e s e n t  s t a t u t e  i s  b e i n g  ~ S u s e d .  I t  >:as passed t o  p r o v i d e  
a c o n v e n i e n t  and  e x p e d i t i o u s  way of annexing s m a l l  p o r t i o n s  I 
of p r o p e r t y .  B u t ,  t h e r e  i s  a m a j o r  p rob lem 6 e v e l o p L n g  o u t  of 
t h e  p r e s e n t  l aw .  

I t  i s  o u r  f e e l i n g  t h a t  i n  a n y  a n n e x a t i o n  procedure, t h e  d i s -  
t r i c t  which i s  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  s1 ,ou le  hzve a  v o i c e  
i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n .  k t  p r e s z n c  t h e y  d o  n o t .  The l z n g u a g e  on 

t h a t  a n n e x a t i o n s  are a g r c c 3  t~ by a l l  p a r t i e s  concerned. 

I 
page 2 ,  l i n e s  2-3  w i l l  s o l v c  t h e s e  p r o b l e ~ . s  and help t o  a s s u r e  

I 



i~\cL.!i~.it: ,: 11 t . ; ! ~ ,  :;(:;I<XI~ s i r! c u r  a:-cLi i : , ~ l  lid i ;. j ! ! L t r - ~ - i  L;!-:!! <?TI(> 'r:::;.~ i :i i 1, :.i:l : i:j,j1; 
i 'l'!ii.:; p r o j c c t i o t ~  c i f  co:;t i s  i:; ac?d i t . i : , i i  t o  i . j l - i . i i  v:c: 2 v c  ~.:-c?.ct:i-:i:l;' 

d,2ir,cg i r i  t h e  pr-<,-scliijcil : : r e d .  

y e c l r s  c;f ;ic,t:; < i t .  o l d t - ? r  ;.ir!d h a s  ~ ! o t  reacl~e::-..;l hi  c .Ilst b i r t h d a y .  I,<-> r:;.,cr-c;l>;c tilt 

n a n i l ~  t o r y  ! I !  o v i s i o n  t o  t tic, 1 9 ~ 1 1  h i  rtiiL.l;iy 11.1s ,!I; ,lf: i.r:l-, r ir l t  bil l  .:, c,rr h;?:~~li.c.ii,t~t::i 
c:hiltl~rt:ii, b u t  ; r l s o  or1 r - e g i ~ l s r  c h i i . d r . e n .  Pre:;frritl;. i n  t htr: I!rl~j:. ,!r'c: Soi ioo l  systr:r:i 
t h e r e  a l -e  apl ; i : i l :<i~~r~. i te l  y 1 0  c h i l . d r e n  v;ho b y  .",i rL~.;e of t h i s  re. jui  I-t-r-!t:r:t may L.2 
d e n i e d  by l o c a l .  d i s t r - i c t  b o a r d  p o l i c y  ;~ccc:sr, t.o a hj.qh sciio:,l d il)loni::, bc.c..liir;~: 

. . 
tiley a r e  19 or  o l d e r .  I f  t h e  Lboard, in t-he ;.~r?r-rcii.s;s LV? ;It:a;i, e! ( ' ~ : l i . i i  r o  s e r v t a  
19 ~ ( 7 3 1 .  013s OL- 2 0  y e a r  olds, t h e n  t h e y  wou1.d !!ave to  serve l - ~ i i ! . ~ d i . c s f , ~ i e ~  c h i l . c i r c i i  
u r lder  e q u d 1  er1uc:ation c j p p o r t u n i t y  ancl a n t i i l i s c . r i r n i n ; l t i o n  p r o v i s i  o r i s  c,f sect ik ,n  
504  o f  t.tie p , e I . i a h i l i t a t i o i ,  Act.. My c o n c e r n  l!t.re i s  t n a t  i f  sck:ool d i s t r i c t s  
have tk ,e  o l i p o r t u n i  t y  t o  d e n y  s c h o o l  t o  r e g u l i l r  stccic1;t.s a s  w e l l  a!; i - i ; ? i i ? i c a ~ q ~ e d ~  
t h e n  a l l  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  be denied t h e  a c c e s s  t o  c o m ~ l e t i o n  of a p r u c j r a n .  E e ~ z i s i o i ~ s  
o f  r e t e n t i o n  or d e l a y c c i  a t t e r i d a n c e  now take o n  r :ew s ign i . f i ca i i i : e .  Tn a d d i t i o n ,  
s c h o o l s  iiecil a d d i t i o n a l .  t i m e  i n  o r d e r  t.c pr-ejr*:re kiandica~.,1-'eti t:?iildr:c?ri vo-  
c a t i o n a l l y  f o r  t-ile w c r l d  o f  i~orF:. These c ; ~ i  l i l r c n  do n o t  ] e a r - n  i.n t r a d i t i o n a l  
w z y s  :i(.~r i r r  t - r a d j ~ t i o n a l  time l i r i e s ,  a n d ,  a s  '1 result, uo~~l.f.! ttr: i i t i ; i l  t:d access 
t o  c n : ~ l o ~ r ; i t ~ i l  i t;r i.f l o c ; l l  d i s ' , r i c t s  d e v e l o p e d  ~ i . 9 i . d  p o 3 . i c i c s .  'i'i7.&?s<? i s:;~~es 
f o l c c  p a r e r i t  s to  fight. w i t h  l o c a l  sc 'r icol d i s t r - i . c t  S o - r d s  i n  n:--i?:;r- t o  :?b' iairi  wl i , ;~  
is r;o:.i a c o r i s t  i tut . . iori; l l  r i c j i i t .  'The pr-ogre:;% i v-1 sci-ioij ls t h d t  rc,il. l y i n t e r . d  o!i 
riisetrir:,j t-h:? nt?i?ds of c1:i 1 : i r e n  :!on ' t ncttd t.he !l::~ii?.i tt' . Ti:c% sci~:~:>i s t i i r ; t  h.?vc 2 
r e s r r r i c t i v e  a t t i t u d r ?  i n  pc,l . icy r e q a i d i n q  h~!i(!i i :ari 'e~! c h i i d i - c i - I  c i : : i :  t1,tc o r i e s ,  i r l  

f a c t ,  t jr;l t: I-ICCJT! tile rna i~ds  t-c . 
. - .  + , : This !.),?I- t~i .cu! .3r- I.cg i . ~ l , i t  i c . . ~ ,  Lcii:i.s tk!e si;-;:~ r ,e Ser\, l i  ~ t - l  t.0 5.1 l har id i . capped  cti i1.i---- .  

- - - . -- ... - - . -- - -. -- -- - - - - -. 

oiit (:f ~1rese11 t l e g i s l a t i o n  a:id in:tkcs i t .  c:ctrc~r!iei y v ~ g u c  ar:il r:;.::rr-c.ntlec3 i r: I - C ~ J  r. i 
. . 

t o  scr-v i ;:c t o  a1 1 h a n d  i.cay~pc-ld c h i l d r e : ?  b;, ;ii :-!-!it? o f  a : ;s lgr .  i r-rrj t i:e r~3r:,r'~jrlsi i : i l . i t y  
f o r  p ron~; l lg ; i t iny  r u l e s  ar:d r e c j u l 3 t i o n s  t o  th;. Fji:ard o f  P u b l i c  L:~l~i;.~rtic,r;. !"!;tny 
o f  t l i c  i s s ~ ! i ! s  wc need lcc j i c !  c ~ t i . v e  cji~idari!:~! (.I:) w i  1 1 br.: 1~ f t. of7r.i:-c!:.!c)tt. ;>l <~:ji:!crt 
l a w  . i s  r;r:.:cit i c ,  it s a y s  a i l  h a n d i c a p p e d  cl:il(ir-c:r s h c i l l  rect! i v r  :i f r e t .  al)I:!:-t;ri,t- i 3t.e 

~ u b l i c  e c i i i c a t i o n .  T h c  p r o v i s i ~ n s  t o  d o  'ih2.t a r e  v e r y  c l e a r ,  t.:;. dcLet i .ng t:!-,~;se 
p r o v i . s i o r ~ . ;  a n d  p u t  t i n 9  i t  in'ic! the a r e n a  c>f I i l l  e:; pror :~u l  gat?<! 11:1 t1:c F,~?at:~i of 
P u b l i c  Ltluc-airon w e  may ht: s a c r i f i c i n g  t h e  ricj::t to  p u b l i c  sr-iic;r.)l. ec?uc;lt ior,  for  
s e v c r e l y  l i , i ~ \ d i c a p p c d  c 1 1 i l d r i . n .  S c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  hzve  I~+::tlrr .-;c,r:vl.ni~ s e ~ , ~ e r . - c l y  
h a n d i c a i \ ~ ~ c ~ d  c h i l d r e n  a r e  d o i r i g  a n  extre111el:r ai ' .eqr~ate job i n  rcl .~it . ic;!l  t o  this ailif 

t h e  joh i s  b p ~ i i i c j  d o n e  r i q h t - .  I t  h a s  beer1 dennr1stratt.d t n . l t  pu:.~liz s c S , o o l s  can 
s e r v e  t h e s e  c l r i l d r e n  i n  a n  adequate way. I t  a l s o  p c t s  p a r e n t s  i n  t t i s  p o s i t i o n  o f  
h ' lv ing  orii:e agai.n t o  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e i - r  c i i i I .drcrr ,  tii~:i.l: need t:o h d v c  
procjrariis a s  c1o;i. to home a s  p o s s i b l e ,  tirid a n  acjency t k i a t  i s  m.lr id; i t~d t o  scrvc.  
T h i s  1 c r j i : ; l a t i u n  c o u l t l  he a r e v c r s t l .  o f  t h e  d~~-insLi.tutic~!>~lizL~t-ion r R c j i T i . n ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ t  2:id 

g i v e  y r t l s t  i.nil.edarlce f o r  u n i r i f o r r ; ~ . ~ d  people  t o  r e i n s t i .  t u t i o i z t ~ ! i x c  o i : ~  S ~ V ~ J L C ~  y- 
ha r i , i i ca~ . t .~ :~ l  c h i . l d r e ~ i  o : ~  tire h a s i s  of  ti1ci.r  ,iF:tit.!lc!cs r u t t i e r  t ! i i l r l  .2~it:qi:iitely 
n!ee t ing  tiie 11t.?e6s of c!;i 1 i l r ; c r i .  

A s  a cc,i-.lini t tce  I hope y o u  r ~ i  1 1. c o r ~ s  i,l+.r t.!:? i ~ r . ! . s : , c t  o f  the:;[- c-.h;l~i"t:.; a!:(i - r ( j t t 2  

s g . ~ i r ~ : , c  t ! l t - .  c i ~ i o p t i o i l  of  Ilourc? B i l l  6 2 3 .  ?'hLli~l.: you. 
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LI P S V C H G L G G I C A L  

S E R V I C E S  

TO: S e n a k  E d u c a t i o n  Conmi t t c e  C n a i r n l n  
Senate 

FROM: L a r r y  Er luca t ion  
S c r v i c c ~ ;  

B e l g r a d e  P u b l i c  S c h s o l s ,  gox 1 6 2  
B e l g r a d e ,  MY. 59714 
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I T E L i - i t :  ,NC. 

3e#;, B E L G R A D E  5C 

I would l i k e  t o  90 o n  r -ecord  a s  a n  o1)ponent o f  i louse E l l 1  G 2 4 .  Ti:? 
i m p l i c a t i o n s  f ~ r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  h:;ve f a r  r c a c h i n q  a f f e c t s  on b: 
;lo-mal c h i  l c l r e : ~  as w e l l  a s  h i i n d i c ~ ? p ; ; ~ <  chi ld'e1.1. S ~ i j c i f i c  C ~ i > ~ i 3 ~ ~ , ~ ;  

by a r e a  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

I 
Pre -Schoo l  , !.iandatory S e r v i c e  : Pr~2sen t .  lec] is ls t : ion manda te s  -- -- - . 
t h a t  s c t l o o l s  n u s t  s e r v i c e  ch i l .d rc tn  3 t h i u  5 i n  1380. O v e r  tile 

* 

i 

y e a r s  sox? s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  l x - ~ c  intii .cater3 k h a t  soi,.? c h i l i l : ~ : ~ ~  
e n t e r  schcol st age 5 o r  6 i j ~ l d  a r e  n o t  r e a d y  fur p i i b l i c  s c h c ~ :  
s e t t i n g .  I n  many c a s e s  c h i l d r e n  i n v o l l r e d  a r e  I~-lriciicap~!e;i aild 
do n o t  have  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  s k i l l s  t l i a t  are t r a d i t i o n a l l y  thouqll?. 

I 
o f  b e i n g  rieedec! f o r  a c c e p t a l ? l e  e l  erneiif-ary schc r~ l  pc ' rformanct?.  
There a r e  twc,  i s s u e s  i n v o l v e d ;  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t:he t r a d i t i o n a l  
c o n c e p t  c f w;l~ ir p u b l i c  s c h o ~ ~ l  ei!~lcat io: i  i s  nli..;!: bt. ch,?ncjcd, arid, 

I 
t h e  second  i s s u e  i s  t h a t  i n  order  t o  change  ski l is  o f  c h i l d r e n  
p r i o r  t o  t h e n  e n r o l l i n g  i n  s c h o ~ l  i n  t r a d i t i o r ~ a l  k i n d e r g a r t . e n  
and f i r s t  g rade r ; ,  you must  i n t e r v e r i e ,  n o t  l e a v e  t h c  c h i l d  a t  

I 
t iome. B e h a v i o r  i s  Lea rned ,  s k i l i s  are l c a r n e d ,  and  w i t h o u t  
mandatory  p r e - s c h o o l  p r o g r a m z i n g  f o r  handicappet! c h j . l d r e n ,  t h e s e  
c h i l d r e n  a r e  g o i n g  t o  be l a c k i n g  i n  many o f  t h e  s k i l l s  needed i.n 

1 
o r d e r  t o  z d e q u a t e l y  p e r f o r m  i n  rec;ular e d u c a t  i n n  procjranis, e v e n   wit!^ 
a s s i s t a n c e .  The i s s u e s  o f  l e a r n i - n g  d i s a b l e d  and  e f i ~ a t i o n a i l y  d i s -  
t u r b e d  c h i l d r e n  a r e  n o t  p a r a m u a t  t o  t h i s  age q roup .  Those c!!il.d- 
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r e n ,  because t h e y  a r e  not i n  academic  s e t t i n g s  p r i o r  t o  school  
age ,  p r o b a b l y  w i . 1 1  n o t  he e v e n  d j  s c o v e r e d  i n  t h o s c  e a r l y  ages. i t  
i s  c r i t i c a l .  t h o u g h  t h a t  pre-sc!!col h e a r i n q  inil:ai.ri?d c h i l d r e n ,  
v i s u a l l y  irnpaired c h i l d r e $  ~ n ~ i i t a l l y  r e t a r d e d  c h i l d l - e n ,  ortf-,o- 

I 
p e d i c a l l y  i m p z i r e d  c h i l d r e n  receive e a r l y  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  We can  
s u b s t a n t i a t e  c o s t  b e n e f i t s .  t o  e a r l y  i .n te rver l t io : i  \:hicl? wcrul(i fore- 

g o  norc r e s t r i c t i v e  ~ ? l a c c ; n e n t ,  i.f :gi! cdn i n L r : ~ - : ~ c i . t :  v:ith thr3st! 
c h i l d r e n  a t  a n  early date. The pr;.!-jcc:tc?tl cost of  t l i . 1 ~  prc-sc:troc;l 
1jrocjrar.l.s ,;re qqacs t ioned.  A t  t h e  p1-escrit t i  a.;. c:e c o u l d  ir;~;jlt:mcnt~ 
pic-scilool s e r v i c e s  on a ~ria~lc.l~tt:or.y basi:; wi l . i : in  G , i l i a t i n  Courtt.>r 
i n  t h e  i i i j h r ~ d  o f  t i  I i t i .  1 1  . 
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Szns t e  Education Cox-Attee 
Belena, :don kana 

fisJile is S i s t e r  I;hry Edit'na Brc;+z. I ai3 S u ~ ~ ~ ; - i n i ; ~ . c ' ~ ~ i ' c t ~  of 3c,hc31s 
for the Diocese of %stern F:ontnn,+, 1 rc:prcst?nt t h x e  high schools, 
 ti,:^ jmior  h igh  schools  aad sevecteei: c?lc~zil-ntriry schsols.  C,iir 
h:i.~'n s c h o ~ l  ard jwior high school. cn:oll.~:i?ilt, tri1ir:'n i s  dircct1.y 
ir:vslved I.n tF,c probl.;;;1 of acc redZt~ t t io3 ,  t,ct.;ls 857 r;tuc?e;its. C;rr 
e l e n ~ n t z ~ y  scilool enrol ' icent,  ~h.ic';l 5,s ir?riirr;ci;l.y ir_lvt>1.i.cd in t h e  
;;ccl-tdj.tcLtion siiu-i.ticn, ';ef,.~ls 2,336 8 . L ? i l c - ! l f ; ~ ,  

:)u C;>....th~lf.@ S ~ i l o o l  ':.-is';ory ~1 ':,ile ?:::;t,e of i l r ; n t ? _ i x > .  h.15 bt.r,i; o;lc of 
1. :it~.;-,l cogperxtj-c;l 2nd respcct w i t h  i;>a p;'.jJ.f: 5~!:301 ~ ~ ~ J i e f l .  :<? ; i 3 -b f~  

cjn file docur,;?cJis of stzte accr.?iiltzi;icii r;? schools -h-!lich date b?-c:.r to 

I 
- 9 .  Sone e l e z p n t - r j s  schools yr-~;.e 2c:cri?i~~f,c:ted in ';he 195C) 3, 

--- 
'in?n;iir,g you Tor '3~i;:~r tiifi-? zsd col ;s lS,?rat ion,  1 an I 
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;oii,e r l o n p u b  1 i c s c c o i ~ i i ' l r y  s c h o o l  5 w i  s h  t o  h,.>vc , l c c r t : d i  t c l t i ; s n  r, t a t u s  

f o r -  r h e  f o l  l o r q i n j  r - t : a i o n s :  

3 )  a r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t i  t o - ,  s t a f f  i l i g  ; i n 3  i n s  t r ~ ~ c t i c n  

p r o v i d e  f o r  a  q u a 1  i t y  e d u c ~ t t i o n  n s  r e i o 9 c i ; c d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  

o f  Pub1  i c  E d u c a t i o n .  

b )  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  M c n t a n a  H i s h  S c h a o l  k . ; i o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

p r i  v i  l e g e s  t h i s  n l c i n b e r s h i  1: b r i n g s  t o  t h e  s t r ~ d e n t s .  

c )  t r a n s f e r r a l  o f  c r e d i t s  o f  a s t u d e n t  f r o m  o n e  s c h o o l  t o  

a n o t h e r  o n  a n  e q u a l l y  acceptable b a s i s  

d )  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  a s t u d e n t  i n t ~  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  S y s t e m  o f  M o n t s n a  

T h i s  b i  1 1  h a s  b e e n  r c?v i ewe i :  b y  t h c  E tzard  o f  P u b l i d  E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  

O f f  i c e  o f  P u b 1  i c  I n s ! - r u c t  i o n ,  tile t . f o : - t t ~ n a  S c h r ~ o l  Goar-ds A l ; s o c i a t i o n  

a i i d  r -e ; : iAesen  t a t  ivcs of t h e  r i o n p ~ l b 1  i c secondary sc i - too l  5 .  l - k l e  b i  1 1  

ha,  n e t  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  e a c h  ~ r o u p .  

'de d s k  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  H o u s e  B i l  l 203. 



% E :  H . B .  209 

I c ~ i r l  S i s t e r  M a r i e  D a m i a n  o f  t h e  I ' i u n t a n a  C a t h o l i c  C o n f e r e n c e .  I am 

si:: : :aking t o  y o u  t o d a y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  H o u s e  6 i  1 1  209, "An A c t  k u i h o r i z -  
I 

i r i g  t h e  B o a r d  o f  P u b \  i c  E d u c a t i o n  t o  A c c r c d i  t N o n p u b l i c  S e c o n d a r y  

S i h c , o i s . "  I r e p r e s e n t  t h o s e  n o n p u b l i c  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  t h a t  h a v e  

1 
t r d d i  t i o n a l  l y  r e c e i v e d  a c c r e d i  t a t i o n  o f  t h e i  r s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  u p o n  1 
r e q u e s t  a n d  w o u l d  L i i s h  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h i s  o p t i o n .  I 
The q u e s t i o n  o f  t h 2  a i ~ t h o r i  t y  o f  t h c  G o a r d  a f  P:i'.l i c  E d u c . : ? t i o n  t o  

d ~ i r - e d  i t n o n p u b  1 i c s a c o r : d a r y  schools i i a s  c o n s  i r j c r r d  i : y  t h e  Er :a ! -d  i n  I 
May,  1 9 7 8 .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  B o a r d  o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i l ~ n  h ~ d  t e e n  c j r a r ~ t i ~ i q  

2( :c ! -ed i  t a t i o n  u p o n  r e q u e s t  t o  n ~ n p i i b l  i c  s e c o n d a r y  sc l i c ; o ! s  f o r  i;,or-e 

(I 

~ h a n  t h i r t y  y e a r s  a n d  w i s h e d  t o  c o n t i n u e , t h e r e  was n o  c l e a r  m a n d a t e  I 
i n  t h e  l a w .  

T h e  b a r d  t h e r e f o r e  p r e s e n t e d  t h c  c j t ~ c s t i o n  t o  t h e  A t t o r r l e y  G e n e r a l .  
1 

On : I u g u s t  3 1 ,  1 9 7 8  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e r 3 e r a l  r e s p o n d e d  i n  a n  o p i n i o n  w h i c h  I 
s t a t e d  t h a t  d u e  t o  t h e  s i  l c n c e  o f  t h e  l a w  t h e  B o a r d  o f  P u b 1  i c  E d u c a t i o n  

d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  g r a n t  s c c r e d i t ~ ~ t i o n  s t a t u s  t o  t h e  n o n -  I 
p u b 1  i c  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s .  

Clc: s u p p o r t  H o u s e  E i  1 1  203 w h i c h  l.,!ould p e r i n i t  t h e  Gcar-d o f  P u b l i c  
I 

E d r l c o t i  o n  t o  a c c r c c l i  t t h o s e  n o r i p u b  l l c : ; r . : :or!dary s c h o o l s  t h a t  r c q ~ ~ c : s t  

, ? c . c r c d i  t a t  i o n .  The b i  1 1  d o e s  n o t  r ; i s k r  s c c r c d i  t : > t . l o n  a l ~ i ~ i r ~ d ~ t o r y  f o r  

I 
.:.I 1 ? o n p u b 1  i c  s e c o n ~ l a r y  s c h o o l s ,  o r l l y  p r o v i i l t i s  a n  o p t i o n  f ~ r  t h o s e  1 
:>c ! . i c ,o l~  t h a t  : . ~ i s h  t o  a p p l y .  1 
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DATE : 1,iarch 9 ,  1379  

TO : S e n a t e  Educa t i -on  Cor .n i t t z~ :  

E'R0f.i : Leonard  H. S a r g e n t  

S U B J E C T :  H J R  7 -- P r o p o n e n t  T e s t i ~ z . 2 ~  

T h i s  t e s t i n o n y  i s  o f f e r e d  es a n  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Montana e d u c = . t i o n ,  
and  n o t  i n  my c a p a c i t y  a s  E x e c u t i v e  Director  o f  t h e  I-ccntarla S c h o o l  B o a r d s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  w h i c h  h a s  no  o f f i c i a l  pos iL i . cn  on t h i s  i s s u e .  I d o  s p e z k  i n  
s u p p o r t  a s  a f o r n e r  a s s i s t a n t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  i n  a n  i ~ t e r n ~ c c l i a t e  s c h o o l  
service u n i t .  

The r e s o l u t i o n ,  if p a s s e d  a n d  f u n d e d  f o r  i n t e r i m  s t u d y ,  p r o v i d e s  e n  op- 
p o r t u n i t y  t o  l o o k  i n  d e p t h  a t  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  s y s t e n  o f  2 e l i v e r i n g  e d u c a -  
t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  Montana s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n .  

There  sews l i t t l e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  c o n c e r n  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  s p e n d i n g ,  
r i s i n g  t a x  b u r d e n s ,  d e c l i n i n g  e n r o l l m e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  f a c i n g  e?uca-  
t i o n ,  b7e n e e d  t o  l o o k  a t  a l t e r n a t i v e  ways o f  p rov id i . r , g  s i l r v i c e ,  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  on a c o o p e r a t i v e  b a s i s .  

The c o n c e p t  o f  i n t e r n e d i a t e  s c h o o l  s e r v i c e  u n i t s  i s  r,ot a new ope. E;any 
s t a t e s  wh ich  n a v e  them hzve g r e a t l y  irereased t h e  a v ~ z i l ? b i l i t y  of  s p c c i a l  
se rv i ces  i n c l . u d i n g  t e s t i n ? ,  c c u n s e l i n g ,  rncZia access, c u r r i c u l u m  S e s i g n ,  
management of i n t e r - d i s t r l c t  f e d e r a l  p r o g r a n s ,  and  man>- o t h e r s .  

,$ 
T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  t i m e  t o  d e b a t e  t h e  p r o s  2.nZ c o n s  of  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e .  T h d t  
c a n  be b e s t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  i n t e r i m  s t u d y .  I x o u l d  o n l y  z a y  t h a t  t h i s  
t y p e  o f  i n t e r m e d i a t e  u n i t  S o s e s  no  t h r e ~ t  t o  l o c a l  s c ? ~ o ~ l  d l s t r i c t  ~ c v c r n - -  
a n c e  s i n c e  r h e  u n i t  h a s  no g o v e r n a n c e  f u n c k i o a s  -- only s c r v i c e  f ~ ~ r i c  t i c n s .  
A l s o ,  u n d e r  n o s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  l o c a l  d i s k r i c t s  h a v e  t h e  c i~o icc  
of which  s e r v i c e s  t h e y  w i s h  t o  r e c c l v e  cr  ~ o t  r e c c i v c .  

I n  v a r i o u s  c a p a c i t i e s  I h a v e  worked for o r  v i t h  i n t e r z ~ c ~ f i i a t c  s e r v i c . 2  
d i s t r i c t s  i n  Oregon ,  Lqashington,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  T e x a s ,  C o l o r a d o ,  Nsbrasks 
a n d  New York. Whi le  t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e s  vary, no s t a t e  w h i c h  hzs  inplem.zntc2d . - t h i s  c o n c e p t  h a s  ever s e r i . o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d  a h a n d o n l n g  it. Quite sinply 
it h a s  p r o v e n  t o o  v a l u a b l e  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  s e r v i c e  whi1.e c u t t i n g  costs.  

I hope t h i s  c o m i i t t e e  w i l l  g i v e  H J R  7 a soI.ic1 " d o  pass" v o t e  a n d  s u p p o r t  
t h e  requcst for t h e  i n t e r i m  s t u d y .  
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7 7 T h e  S u p e r i r , t e n d e n t  of  P i i b l i c .  Ziist.;ui:tFoi! oppv:i!'s :!ou.;c !;i1: 524 f o r  the 

f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s :  

A 1 1  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  a c r o s s  a l l  d i s c i . p l . l n e s  i n  s p e c i a l  c d u c ; ? t i o r ,  3zrce t h a t  

t h e  y o u n g e r  a h a n d i c a p p e d  chi1.d i s  s e r v e d  t h e  aore succt-:ssful.  t h 2 t  

e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  will b e .  Skili developnent w i i i  have t o  b e  t a u p h t  

t o  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  w h e t h e r  a t  a l a t k r  z s e  or  a n  e s r l i e r  age. I f  dcne a t  

a l a r c r  age, i t  would b e  l e s s  c o s t  e f f i c i e n t  b e c a u s e  t h e  o l d e r  a c h i l d  i s  

L'ne more  r e s i s t a n t  h e  i s  t o  r excc i i ; l i  i n s t r u c t i o n .  

I,t ~ ~ o u l d  p r e v e n t  s u c h  s t u d e n t s  v;i~i> hnve b e e n  he1.d hack  i r ~  cl:: .ssss,  sc;:..: 

rtltus1:iiig v e t e r a n s ,  d r o p o u t s  d u e  t o  ii~arriz. .ge c r  ot t ier  l - i . : i : ; ~ ~ s  tiL.&: w h o  t?ic.i; 

+ -  ,1,1-n t o  s c h o o l ,  f rom c c m p l e t i n ~  r h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  o r  L'i tr!;ui.! p l ; ~ c e  3 

t : i i t i o n  b u r d e n  on t h e s e  s t u d e n t s .  I.:s c s t i z ; i t e  thc-r-e are aboii t  400 sri,:f: 
t 

r e g c l a r  e d u c a t i o n  s t u d e n t s  i.n h i g h  sclic.)ol throu;r:!:ou t ?Ii>;ltatl3. 
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