MINUTES OF THE MEETING
AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK & IRRIGATION
MONTANA STATE SENATE '

Maxrch 9, 1979
The twenty-fourth meeting of the Agriculture, Livestock
and Irrigation Committee was called to order on the above
date in Room 415 of the State Capitol Building by Chairman

Galt at 1:00 p.m.

ROLIL, CALL: All members were present.

The witnessesthat were present to testify are attached.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 863: Representative Curtiss
district 20 had introduced this bkill. This bill pertains to
conservation districts having the county attorney for legal
counsel. She said the need for this bill has become necessary
since the legislature has mandated that the supsrvisors of
these districts carry out more responsibilities. This bill
states that the county attorneys provide l=sgal counsel without
pay. The supervisors serve without pay but they may receive
some compensation for travel and special projects.

Walt Dion, Montana Association of Conservation Districts,
supported the bill. His testimony is attached per exhibhit '

1.

Opponents: Tom Honzel, representing county attorneys,
said they were nct opposed to representing these districts
and have done it in some cases. The Yellowstone water
reservations would be a problem. Scme county attorneys have
been approached to sue the Department of Natural Resources
about the Yellowstone River water reservations.

Representative Curtiss in closing said the legislature
has mandated that these supervisors should shoulder these
responsibilities and she felt the legislature had a respon-
sibility to designate just where their legal counsel will
come from.

During discussion Senator Galt asked 1if the three witnesses
could work together to try to come up with something more
compatible for all. The committee will consider this bill next
Wednesday, March 14.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 43: Willy Day,
representative from district 50 had introduced this bill at
the request of the Select Water Committee. He said this
resolution encourages states under the Yellowstone River
Compact to abide by the provisions of that compact. Wyoming ‘
had a bill introduced in their legislature to slurry water
from the Little Big Horn to Texas. This resolution would
send notice to Wyoming that they are inconsistent with the
compact.
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Gordon McGowan, Montana Railroad Association, supported
the resolution. He felt if Wyoming had found a use for this
water that other uses would soon be found.

Representative Day in closing said this resolution would
serve notice to them and there was a possibility that it
could be taken to court.

Senator Galt asked Vice~Chairman Kolstad to chair the
meeting while the committee considered a resolution sponsored
by Chairman Galt.

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 32: Senator
Galt had introduced this resolution. This bill deals with
setting up a committee to study the combining of the two
labs at M.S5.U. The committee would consist of the chairran
of the Board of Livestock, President of MSU, two senators
and 2 representatives mandated to report to the livestock
industry by January 1980 and have any legislation it deenms
necessary prepared by November 1980.

Alice Fryslie, Montana Cattlemen's Association, supported
the resolution. She felt the legislative members appcinted
tc the committee should be actively engaged in the livestock
industry. Her testimony 1is attached, see exhibit £2.

Mons Teigen, Montana Stockgrowers and Montana Woolgrowers,
said they supported the resclution and concurred with Alice
Fryslie. He suggested that there could be three people from
the industry on the board if the legislators cannot be engaged
in the industry.

Les Graham, Department of Livestock, presented testimony
on behalf of Bob Barthelmess, chairman of the Board of Livestock,
who was in favor of the resolution. BAlso attached, exhibit #3
is a fiscal paper which has the estimates of time and expense.
They wanted the committee to be aware that there are costs
tied to the resolution and they may have to ask for an amendment
to their budget for travel expenses.

Gene Spilde, conservation districts, supported the bill.

Dr. Teitz, Montana State University, said they would
welcome the opportunity to explore the aspects of this bill.

DISPOSITION OF SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 22: Senator Nelson
moved that the resolution DO PASS. Motion carried.

DISPOSITION OF HQUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 43: Senator Graham
moved that the resolution BE CONCURRED IN. Motion carried.
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SENATE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE:
Mr. Chairman, members of the committee:

HB 863 was drafted to clarify who represents Conservation
Districts in legal matters. At present, districts being a
subdivision of State Government, are in a position of noone
wanting to address their problems. County Attorneys are not
mandated to support districts so only do so in scattered
cases depending on the county and the matter of concern.

The Attorney General is mentioned in the law but is so busy
that he is hesitant to get involved unless it is a precedent
case. The Department of Natural Resources & Conservation
administer the Conservation District Law but have the same
time and personnel problems as the Attorney General. Neither
the Department or the Attorney General have the feeling for
the local situation and sentiment. Since the cost will come
from the county budget anyway, the County Attorney should
take the role of legal representation to Conservation Districts.
The added work load should be minimal.

The other Change in this law allows supervisors to be compen-
sated for their time on special projects. The supervisors are
willing to carry on their normal duties without compensation
but when it starts taking an extra one or two days a month to
complete special projects delegated down by federal government
and money is available, they should at least have that oppor-
tunity.

Last year districts took on an Inventory project for USDA with
the agreement that they would be paid to develop questionnaires,
attend meetings to describe the inventory and hold public meet-
ings. The way the law reads now, USDA is relunctant to compen-
sate the District for that work, even if the supervisors don't
take any of the money themselves.

For these reasons we ask for a do pass recommendation on HB 863.
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Walt Dion, President
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DEPARTMENT OF LIVESTOCK TESTIMONY ON SR—32

BY LES GRAHAX

I am here on behalf of Mr. Bob Barthelmess, Chairman of the
Board of Livestock. HMr. Barthelmess could not be present
today.

The Board of Livestock is in favor of this resolution and
feels that this study should be made.

I have a fiscal paper which, of course, is based on estimates
of time and expense. I would like the committee to be aware
of this cost and to consider the possibility of allowing the
Department of Livestock to fund its representative on the
study committee: MSU to fund its representative: and the
Legislature to fund its own representatives.

I will be happy to answer gquestions.



I. ASSUMPTIONS

II.

1. The Committee will meet 5 times, 2 daus
each in F/Y 1980 '

2. The Committee will take one 3 day trip out of
state to visit laboratories in 1980

3. There will be five 1 day meetings with livestack
industry groups in 1981

4. Two staff members will be at each meeting and
on the trip.

ESTIMATES

Personal Services

Committée 10 days of meetings and 3 days
of travel @.$5150.00 per day

Staff 26 man days @ $120.00 per day
Committee 5 days of meetings € $150 per day
Staff 10 man days @ $120.00 per day

Travel

Committee mileage average 470 miles for member
per meeting €@ 17¢ per mile

Committee air fare $400.00 per memhber
Staff air fare $400.00 each

Staff mileage average 470 miles each per
meeting € 17¢ per mile

Committee meal allowance in state $13.00
per day each

Committee meal allowance out of state
$16.50 per day each

Staff meal allowance In state $§13.00 per
day each

Staff meal allowance out of state $16.50
per day each

Committee lodging $21.00 per day in state,
$40.00 per day out of state each

Staff lodging $21.00 per day in state,
$40.00 per dau out of state each

'80

FY

$1,950

3,120

£2,327

2,400
E00
799

780.

99.

1,980.

$15,620

.00

.00

.00

.00
.00
.00

00

.00

.00

00

00

00

660.

.00

FY '81

750.00
1,200.00

$2,397.00

799.00

320.00

130.00

630.00

210.00

$6,506.00
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Respectfully report as follows: That.......

having had under consideration ...

Halena, Mont,
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