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T.ile , e , : ~ l t e  c . - ' -  E d u c a t i o n  Cornn i t t ee  m e t  Wednesday, !.larch 7 ,  i n  Room 402 
of t h e  C a p i t o l  ~ u i l d i n g .  S e n a t o r  Bob Brown, c h a i r m a n ,  c a l i e d  t h e  
m e e t i n g  t o  o r d e r  a t  1 : 1 4  p . m .  Commit tee  members p r e s e n t  w e r e  
S e n a t o r s  Brown, O1k1ara, R i c h a r d  S m i t h ,  Ande r son ,  S e v e r s o n ,  Thomas, 
and  F a s h e n d e r  w i t h  Senator Ed  Smi th  e n t e r i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g  l a t e  and 
S e n a t o r s  McCallum and  S l a y l o c k  e x c u s e d .  

The f o l l o w i n g  bills w e r e  h e a r d :  House B i l l  217 
House B i l l  1 7 5  
House B i l l  220 
House B i l l  219 

HOUSE DILL 217 

K c p r e s e n t a t i v e  H i r s c i i ,  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e 3  t h e  b i l l  woul-d 
exempt  3rd c lass  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  who do n o t  maintain h i q h  S C ~ ~ O ~ S  

f rom t h e  a u d i t  r e q u i r e m e n t  of t h e  Depar tment  o f  Comnunity A f f a i r s .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h a v i n g  t o  comply w i t h  t h e  a u d i t  l ; r e s c a n t s  a severe 
f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  i n  many c a s e s .  T h e r e  a r e  2 3 2  3 r d  c l a s s  d i s t r i c t s  
w ~ t h  no  h i g h  s c h o o l s  t h a t  h a v e  had t o  c c x p l y  ~ i t h  t h e  a u d i t  by 
Depa r tmen t  o f  Community A f f a i r s .  T h e  Depar tment  d ~ e s  n o t  h a v c  t h e  
s t a f f  t o  d o  a l l  t h o s e  a u d i t s  and  t h e r e f o r e  p r i v a t e  CFA's m u s t  b e  
h i r e d  t o  d o  them a t  an  a v e r a g e  c o s t  cf a b o u t  $ 4 0 0 .  T h e r e  t h s n  i s  
a  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  a u d i t  c o r n - e n t s  mus t  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  
neX.tspaper  wh ich  r u n s  anywhere  f r o n  $35-50. I n  son2 cases, the 
3 r d  c l a s s  d i s t r i c t  w a s  p a y i n g  n o r e  f o r  i t s  a u d i t  t h ? n  f o r  school- 
books .  

h 3 n e  Euchanan ,  r e p r e s c n  t i n 9  t h e  Montana School  Boards  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
s t a t e d  t h a t  o u t  o f  584 d i s t r i c t s ,  162 have  t o t a l  b u d g e t s  of u n d e r  
$ ~ 0 , 0 0 0 .  I n  some c a s e s ,  t h e  t o t a l  cost  o f  t h e  a u d i t  i s  $800 w h i c h  
i s  a n  e x o r b i t a n t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  t o t a l  b u d g e t .  The A s s o c i z t i o n  
s u p p o r t s  t h e  b i l l  and urged f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of i t  57 t h e  
cormit tee .  

L y l e  ----- Eggum, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  I : i s t r i !c t ion ,  s a i d  
011 s u p p o r t s  t h e  b i l l .  

T h e r e  w e r e  no f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  and no o p p o n e n t s  t o  the b i l l  and  
t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  

I iiOUSE B I L L  175  

R~preS2ntatlve B e n g s t o n ,  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  S i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  p r ~ v i d c s  
f o r  u n i f o r m  age r e q u i r e n e n t s  f o r  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a ! ? c c .  S>t? s'1i.d t h e  Hsuse 
had ~ n e n d e d  t h e  d a t e  and made p r o v i s i o n  for e x c e p t ~ o n a l  c i r c u n s t a n e L : s .  
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She  s a i d  t h e r e  h a s  been  a d i s p a r i t y  i n  s g c  d i f f e r e n c e s  a c r o s s  t h e  
s t a t e  w i t h  n i n e  d i f f e r e n t  d a t e s  f rom Sep tember  1 - O c t o b e r  3 1  b e i n g  
u s e d .  T h i s  h a s  c r e a t e d  p rob lems  i n  t r a n s f e r r i n g  s t u d e n t s  f rom a 
d i s t r i c t  w i t h  a n  O c t o b e r  d e a d l i n e  t o  o n e  w i t h  a September  1 d e a d l i n e .  
I t  h a s  b e e n  p r o v e n  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  who a r e  older when t h e y  e n t e r  s c h o o l  
do  b e t t e r  o v e r a l l  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  September 1 d a t e  w a s  c h o s e n .  
T h i r t y - - s e v e n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  h a v e  u n i f o r m  a g e  r2qui . remznts .  The b i l l  
h a s  a 1 9 8 0  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  t.o a l l o w  s c h o o l s  t o  make a d j u s t m e n t s  i n  
t h e i r  ALJB. 

J,ohn F e r o ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  E l e x e n t a r y  
S c h o o l  P r i n c i p a l s ,  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  w r i t t e n  t e s t i i n o n y  i n  s u p p o r t  
o f  t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  c o i r ~ ? n i t t e e  ( a t t a c h m e n t  #lj . 

Wayne Buchanan ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana S c h o o l  Boards A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
s t a t e d  h e  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t e s t i m o n y  an2  s u p p o r t s  t h e  
b i l l  i.n that it makes manda to ry  and: uni . form t h e  age r e q u i r e i n e n t  
f o r  e n t r y  i n t o  s c h o o l .  He urged s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  b i l l .  

Dave  S e x t o n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 
i p r e s e n t e d x i s  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  i n  s c p p o r t  of t k : e  b i l l  t o  t h e  

c o n n i t t e e  ( a t t a c h m e n t  #2) . 
L y l e  Eggum, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  u r g e d  -- -- 
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s i a d  i t  s o l v e s  p rob lems  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
and for t h e  c h i l d  and  h i s  p a r e n t s  i f  they move from o n e  d i s t r i c t  
t o  a n o t h e r .  

There w s r e  no  f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e c t s  and no  o p p o n e n t s  t o  t h e  h i l l  and 
t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  

HOUSE B I L L  2 2 0  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S e i f e r t ,  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  bj.11, s a i d  t h i s  i s  a s i -mple 
b i l l  which  a l l o w s  a n y  s c h o o l  o r  COE-~munity c o l l e g e  t o  h i r e  a n  
a t t o r n e y  w i t h o u t  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  c o u ~ l t y  a t t o r n e y -  The  c u r r e n t  
l a w  s t a t e s  t h e  c o u n t y  a t t o r n e y  i s  t h e  z . t t o r n e y  f o r  these s c h o o l s  
and t h e y  mus t  h a v e  h i s  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  s e e k  a n  o u t s i d e  c o u n s e l .  T h i s  
b i l l  l e a v e s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  up t o  t h e  boa rd  of t r u s t e e s  t o  dcc i c l e  if 
f u r t h e r  e x p e r t i s e  i n  a  c e r t a i n  fie1.d i s  v:arranted or i - f  t h e  c o u n t y  
a t t o r n c y  i s  s o  b u s y  t h a t  t o  e x p e d i t e  r ~ a t t e r s  it w o u l d  be a d v i s a b l e  
t o  h i r e  a n o t h e r  a t t o r n e y .  He s a i d  s c h o o l  h o a r d s  s h o u l d  have t h e  
d i s c r e t i o n  t o  make t h o s e  c h o i c e s .  

Wayne -- -- B_uchgn~n, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  !/:on kana S c h o o l  S o d r d s  A s s o c i a  t i o n ,  
s t a t e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  l aw  a s s l g n s  t h e  county a t t o r n e y  t o  the s c h o o l  
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b o a r d s  and  t h e r e  have  b e e n  problems w i t h  t h a t .  I n  o n c e  c a s e  a  
c o u n t y  a t t o r n e y  a l l o w e d  t h e  tirile f o r  a n  a p p z a l  t o  e x p i r e  d e s p i t e  
r e p e a t e d  c o n t a c t s  f rom t h e  s c h o o l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  and t h e  b o a r d  
o f  t r u s t e e s .  H e  d i d  n o t  g i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  h i r i n g  o f  
c n o t h e r  l a w y e r  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  d a t e .  I n  a n o t h e r  
i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  c o u n t y  a t t o r n e y  lcokecl a t  two c a s e s  o f  r e v o c a t i o n  
o f  t e a c h i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e s  and  d e c i d e d  h e  would o n l y  s u p p o r t  one  
o f  t h e  c a s e s .  The s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  had t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  o t h e r  
t e a c h e r  a t  t h e  h e a r i n g .  H e  c i t e d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of a s k i n g  t h e  
c o u n t y  a t t o r n e y  t o  g e t  a n o t h e r  l a w y e r  a s  it i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  on 
t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  a t t o r n e y .  H e  f e l t  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  
a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  b e s t  d e f e n s e  p o s s i b l e  and  t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  
t h e  c h o i c e .  I n  t h i s  b i l l  t h e y  d o  h a v e  t h a t  o p t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
o p t i o n  o f  h a v i n g  t h e  c o u n t y  a t t o r n e y  h a n d l e  t h e  c a s e s  t h e y  c h o o s e .  
B e  f e l t  i t  i s  a  good b i l l  and  u r g e d  s u p p o r t  o f  i t .  

J o h n  F e r o ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  S c h o o l  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  Montana,  
s n i d  h e  a g r e e d  w i t h  M r .  Buchanan j s  t e s t i n o n y  a n d  u r g e d  
s u p p o r t  of t h e  b i l l .  

Q ie  Egqum, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  s a i d  
OPI s u p p o r t s  t h e  b i l l  and  u r g e d  t h e  c o r n i t t e e  t o  cjive t h e  b i l l  
a d o  p a s s  recomntzndat ion.  

T h e r e  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  and  no  o p p o n e n t s  t o  t h e  b i l l ,  
t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  

IIOUSE BILL 219 

~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S e i f e r t ,  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s u b m i t t e d  w r i t t e n  
t e s t i m o n y  on t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  commi t t ee  ( a t t a c h m e n t s  # 3  arid $ 4 ) .  
The b i l l .  p r o v i d e s  f o r  making t h e  l a w  r e q u i r i n g  c e r t a i n  t e a c h e r s  
t o  o b t a i n  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  American I n d i a n  s t u d i e s  p e r m i s s i v e  r a t h e r  
t h a n  manda to ry .  

PROPONENTS 

S e n a t o r  Graham s t a t e d  h e  h a s  two r e s e r v a t i o n s  i.n h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  -- 
t h e  Crow and  Cheyenne,  and  t h a t  he  h a s  l i v e d  t h e r e  a l l  h i s  l i f e  
and was e d u c a t e d  t h e r e .  H e  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  I n d i a n  
S t u d i e s  b i l l  when i t  was f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d .  H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  
h a r d s h i p s  on  s c h o o l  n e a r  or  on t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  when t h e y  m u s t  
r , c e t  t h e  h a r s h  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l e q i s l a t i o n .  H e  
was a s s u r e d  when h e  q u e s t i o n e d  t h i s  a t  the t i m e ,  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  
would d o  wha t  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o r ,  is  doi.ng - n a k i n g  
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  p e r m i s s i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  manda to ry .  I n s t e a d , i t  



r) - 4 
M i n u t e s  
? larch 7 ,  1979 

w a s  w r i t t e n  w i t h  t h e s e  s t r i c t  r e q u i r e r n z n t s .  H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  
a l l .  t r i b e s  have  d i f f e r e n t  cus toms  a n d  i n - s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  u t i l i z i n g  
o n - r e s e r v a t i o n  t a l e n t  is  t h e  b e s t  way t o  go .  I!e f e l t  t h e  b e s t  
t h i n g  t o  d o  w a s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  l e g i s l - a t i o n .  S e n a t o r  
Graham t a l k e d  t o  h i s  s c h o o l s  t h e  morning  o f  t h e  h e a r i n g  and  
t h e y  a l l  s a i d  t h e y  would p r o v i d e  i-n-service t r a i n i n g  i f  t h i s  
b i l l  p a s s e s  and  t h e  t e a c h e r s  would b e  w i l l - i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  t r a i n i n g .  
Many o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  on  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  know more a b o u t  t h e  
s u b j e c t  t h a n  d o  t h e  p e o p l e  cu r r en t1 .y  - t e a c h i n g  t h e  c o u r s e s .  H i s  
p o l 1  of t h e  S e n a t e  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  o r iy i . ; . l a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  would n o t  
h a v e  p a s s e d  i f  i t  had  b e e n  known t h a t  t h e s e  s t x i - c t  c o n t r o l s  would 
be a t t a c h e d  t o  it. H e  s t a t e d  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  
p a s s i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  was t o  have  i t  j u s t  l i k e  l louse 
B i l l  2 1 9  p r o p o s e s .  S e n a t o r  Graham f e l t  tne q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  
i.n t h i s  a r e a  w i l l  b e t t e r  u n d e r  the p r o v i s i - o n s  of t h i s  b i l l  t h a n  
it i s  c u r r e n t l y .  

Dave S e x t o n ,  repr-esentinj t h e  I4onttan-3 E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
p r e s m t e d  h i s  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  
cormittee ( a t t a c h m e n t  #5) . 

Wayne Buchanan ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Xontana  S c h o o l  Boa rds  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
s t a t e d  h i s  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  had  s o n e  d j f f i c u l t y  v ~ i t h  t h e  b i l l .  
Two y e a r s  a g o  t h e y  v o t e d  t o  oppose  any c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  b i l l  b u t  
now t h e r e  a r e  o b v i o u s l y  s o n e  r e a l  p rob lems .  They d o  f e e l  t h e  
s c c t i ~ n  wh ich  a l l o v ~ s  f o r  d i s t r i c t  C O P - t r o l  of t h e  c l a s s c h s  i.s 
d n e c e s s a r y  component .  They p o l l e d  3 1  d i s t r i c t s  o n  o r  n e a r  t h e  
r e s e r v a t i o n s  and  9 o f  t h o s e  d i s t r i c t s  s a i d  t h e y  woa3.d r e q u i r e  
c r e d i t s  o r  i n - s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  i n  American I n d i a n  c u l t u r e  a s  i t  
i s  now; t h e  o t h e r  2 d i s t r i c t s  s a i d  t h e y  would h a v e  some s o r t  o f  
i n - s e r v i c e  training p r o b a b l y  n o t  e x a c t l y  a s  t h e  current l a w  
manda tes.  

T .  C a r l  J o h n s o n ,  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  
o f  Montana,  s t a t e d  t h e y  d o  n o t  o p p o s e  I n d i a n  s t u d i e s  b u t  d o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  a.s s t a t e d  i n  t h e  b i l l .  

OPPONENTS 

H ~ r r i - e t  -- Xeloy ,  - - Cha i - rpe r son  o f  t h e  Roard o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  
p r e s z n t e d  h e r  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  i n  o p 2 o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l  t o  
t h e  c o x n i t t e e  ( a t t a c h n e n t  #6). 

E d w s r d  . .- . . - - E s c h l e r ,  ---- r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  O f f i c e  02 P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  
p r e s e n t e d  h i s  w r i t t e n  t e s t i r , l ony  i r :  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l  t o  
t h e  c o r m i t t e e  ( a t t a c h r x n t  $ 7 ) .  

311 ! 3 r o n s o n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  As:iocia Led S t u d e n t s  o f  the -- -. - .- -- 
U n i v e r s i t y  of Montana,  s a i d  h e  was a p p e a r i n g  a l s o  r e p r e s 1 2 n t i n q  
s e v e r a l  s t u d e n t s  who would b e  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  by p a s s a g e  o f  
t h e  b i l l - .  H e  s t a t e d  h e  f e l t  t h e  b i l l  e x c e e d s  t h e  n b j c c t i o n s  
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of nany  who o p p o s e  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  if t h e  major c r i t i c i s m  o f  
t h e  c o u r s e  i s  c o n t e n t ,  t h e n  t h i s  b i l l  o v e r s t e p s  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  
o f  t h e  law.  He f e l t  t h e r e  i s  no l e g i t i m a t e  r e a s o n  f o r  c h a n g i n g  
t h e  l a w  o f  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t  i s  t h e  on1.y p rob lem.  H e  s a i d  t h e  
j n t e n t  i s  t o  b r i n g  t h e  w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  t h c  n a t i v e  Amer ican  
c u i t u r e s  c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r  and  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  
main  p r o b l e m  i n  c r e a t i n g  t h e  r a c i s m  p rob lems  which  h a v e  r e s u l t e d .  
H e  a l s o  f e l t  t h e  b i l l  w i l l  o n l y  c o m p l i c a t e  t h e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t a n t  
p r o b l e m s .  H e  s a i d  t h e  Montana C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  a  c o r m i t t m e n t  
t o  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  American I n d i a n s  i n  t h e  
s t a t e .  H e  f e l t  i f  t h i s  b i l l  p a s s e s ,  c o u r t  c a s e s  c o u l d  r e s u l t  
wh ich  would  a h b r o g a t e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  i n t e n t .  H e  f e l t  a c a s e  
c o u l d  b e  made f o r  s e g r e g a t i 0 n . b ~  p a s s i n g  t h e  p e r m i s s i v e  o p t i o n .  
The c o u r s e  work n o t  b e i n g  manda to ry  c o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  l e g a l  r a m i f i -  
c a t i o n s .  H e  f e l t  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  n o t  know wha t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h e y  
w i l l  h a v e  t o  meet  i n  t h e i r  c o u r s e  work i f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  t i e d  up  
i n  t h e  c o u r t s  for 2 o r  3 y e a r s .  H e  s a i d  t h e  m e l t i n g  p o t  t h e o r y  
i n c l u d e s  a l l  c u l t u r e s  b u t  t h e  h i e r i c a n  I n d i a n  c u l t u r e  i s  s e p a r a t e  
and  d i s t i n c t  as  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  American c u l t u r e s  a r c  J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n  
i n  n a t u r e .  H e  s a i d  w e  a l l  need  t o  b e  more a+ la re  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  

X y r l  L u c a s ,  C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  s t a t e  o f  !.iontana, 
s a i d  t h e  q u a l i  t y  o f  t h e  i -n - se rv i  c e  t r a i n i n q  n rcq rams  h a s  been  
v e r y  h i g h .  A s  a r e s u l t  o f  a c o u r s e  i n  Frcr .chtown,  h i s  o f f i c e  
h a s  b e e n  i n u n d a t e d  w i t h  i n q u i r i e s  f r o a  s t u d e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  l a w s ,  
c u s t o m s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  and  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  Ind j -an .  
The s a i d  h e  h a s  s e e n  many e f f e c t i v e  programs a n d  f e e l s  making 
t h e  b i l l  p e r m i s s i v e  would b e  bad and  h a r m f u l  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  af 
l n d i a n  s t u d i e s .  

C .  A d r i a n  H e i d e n r e i c h ,  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  N a t i v e  F m e r i c a n  
S t u d i e s ,  E a s t e r n  1,lontana C o l l e g e ,  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  w r i k t e n  
t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l  ( a t t a c h -  
ment  $ 8 ) .  

Micheel Dahlem, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  A s s o c i a t e d  S t u d e n t s  o f  the 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana,  s t a t e d  when you d i s c u s s  r i g h t s  b a s i c  
t o  a l l  s t u d e n t s ,  you d o n ' t  make it o p t i o n a l .  H e  felt t h e  
l o c a l  c o n t r o l  o p t i o n  was o f  c o n c e r n  t o  him; it i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  b e l i e v e  a s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  v o l u n t a r i l y  a d o p t  a  c o u r s e  
s u c h  a s  t h i s  i f  t h e y  h a v e  t o  pay f o r  it. H e  u r g e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
o f  a n  amendment which  w a s  d e f e a t e d  i n  t h e  House wh ich  would 
exempt  c u r r e n t  t e a c h e r s  and  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a l l  new t e a c h e r s  would 
t a k e  o n e  t h r e e  h o u r  c o u r s e  i n  n a t i v e  A m e r i c z ~ ~  studies. 

P h i - l l i ~  Powers ,  Chnirrnan o f  t h e  S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  C o ~ ~ i i t t e e  o f  
S t .  M a r y ' s  Churcl l ,  H e l e n a ,  s t a t e d  t h e  o p p o s i - t i o n  of t h a t  
c o r ; ~ m i t t e e  t o  t h e  b i l l .  
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Ward L y d e l ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  G r e a t  F n l l s  I n d i a n  A c t i o n  C o u n c i l ,  
p r e s e n t e d  h i s  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  i n  o l p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l  t o  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e  ( a t t a c h m e n t  # 9 ) .  

B a r r y  Adams, Conununication C o o r d i n a t o r ,  S t u d e n t  A c t i o n  C e n t e r ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana,  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  
t o  t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  committee ( a t t a c h m e n t  $1-0).  

G i m  Todd, H u m a n i t i e s  P r o f e s s o r ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Koncana,  p r e s e n t e d  
h i s  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  i n  oppos i . t i o r ,  t o  t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  committee 
( a t t a c h m e n t  # 11) . 

Czrmen T a y l o r  s t a t e d  s h e  a g r e e s  t h a t  l o c a l  p e o ~ ~ l e  know best  what 
t o  o f f e r  i n  t h e i r  own s c h o o l s ,  however t h e  p r e s e n t  lzw d o e s  n o t  
p r e c l u d e  t h a t .  S c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  havc  a p p r o v a l  power r e g a r d i n g  
any  c o n s u l t a n t s  t h e y  h i r e .  Ano the r  p c i n t  i s  t h e  s t u d e n t  - w e  
l e t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a s p e c t s  conform t o  s t u d e n t  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  W e  
must  e n h a n c e  and  s u p p o r t  t h e s e  c o u r s e s  s o  t h e  b u r d e n  i s  on  t h e  
c o u r s e  n o t  t h e  m i n o r i t y  s t u d e n t .  

T h e r e  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  t i m e  f o r  o p p o n e n t s  t o  p l - e s e n t  t h e i r  
t e s t i m o n y ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S e i f e r t  c l o s e d  by s a y i n g  t h e r e  w e r e  
f i v e  b i 1 l . s  i n t r o d u c e d  r e g a r d i n g  I n d i a n  s t u d i e s ,  some of wh ich  
r e p e a l e d  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l t o g e t h e r .  H e  d i d  n o t  a g r e e  
w i t h  t h a t  a t t i t u d e  and  t h e r e f o r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  
H e  felt o r i g i n a l l y  t h a t  manda to ry  l e e s l a t i o n  would  d r i v e  I n d i a n  
and  w h i t e  a p a r t  and  i t  d i d .  The C o n s t i . t u t i o n  d o e s  m a n d a t e  w e  
w i l l  r e c o g n i z e  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s ,  b u t  no m o r e  I n d i a n  c u l t u r e  t h a n  
a n y  o t h e r .  H e  s a i d  h e  w a s  b o r n  and r a i s e d  on  a n  I n d i a n  r e s e r v a -  
t i o n  and some o f  h i s  good f r i e n d s  a r e  I n d i a n s .  H e  f e l t  a s  
a d u l t s  w e  m u s t  b r i n g  c h i l d r e n  t o g e t h e r  n o t  g i v e  them t h e  means 
t o  b e  d r i v e n  f u r t h e r  a p a r t .  M r .  S e i f e r t  s a i d  1 5  y e a r s  a g o  
t h e r e  w a s n ' t  t h i s  a n t a g o n i s m  b e t x e c n  I n d i a n  and w h i t e  s t u d e n t s  
b u t  h e  h a s  t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  p r o v e  t i l a t  t h e  way t h e  c o u r s e  i s  
t a u g h t  a n d  t h e  m a n d a t o r y  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  are  
now c a u s i n g  many d i f  f  i c u l . t i e s .  

T h e r e  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  a d j o u r n e d  t o  
r e c o n v e n e ,  F r i d a y ,  March 9 ,  a t  1 :00 p.m. 

? 
. \ ' - I  i , 

/ - / A  

I - ,  - , 
S e n a t o r  Bob B r o w n ,  Chairman 
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HOUSE BILL 1 7 5  PSPRESENTATIVE BENGSTON 

House B i l l  1 7 5  e s t a b l i s h e s  u n i f o r m  a g e  r e y u i r e n e n t s  f o r  
e n t r a n c e  i n t o  Evlontana's p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  by r e d e f i n i n g  p u p i l  
and  c r e a t i n g  a  new s u b s e c t i o n  i n  20-5-101, MCA, g r a n t i n g  
s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s  a u t h o r i t y  t o  wa ive  a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  ( p a g e  
6 ,  l i n e s  1 0  t h r o u g h  2 1 ) .  I n  e x i s t i n g  l a w ,  t h e  a g e  r e y u i r e -  
ment  f o r  p u p i l s  i s  s i x  y e a r s  o r  o l d e r  up t o  2 1  y e a r s .  T h i s  
r e q u i r e m e n t  i s  changed  t o  s i x  y e a r s  o r  o l d e r  on o r  b e f o r e  
September  1 0  of t h e  y e a r  i n  wh ich  a c h i l d  i s  t o  e n r o l l  i n  
s c h o o l .  The t r u s t e e s  a r e  g r a n t e d  a u t h o r i t y  t o  wa ive  t h e  a g e  
r e q u i r e m e n t  u n d e r  e x c e p t i o n a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

HOUSE B I L L  2 1 7  REPRESENTATIVE HIRSCH 

The p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  c i a r i f i c s  t h e  a u d i t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
of t h i r d  class s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  do no  m a i n t a i n  a 
h i g h  s c h o o l .  The e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e  on a u d i t  r e y u i r e n e n t s  
d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d z  t h i r d  e l a s s  s c h o o l  d i s t r i - c t s .  The 
b i l l  r e q u i r e s  t h i r d  c l a s s  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  m a i n t a i n  
h i g h  s c h o o l s  t o  m e e t  t h e  a u d i t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  2-7-50?, 
and 20-9-203, PiCA. Thus t h i r d  c l a s s  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  I 

d o  n o t  m a i n t a i n  a h i g h  s c h o o l  d o  n o t  have  t o  c c n p l y  w i t h  
t h e  a u d i t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  e x i s t i n g  law.  

X l ?  
HGUSE BILL 2-2-(r REPRESENTATIVE SEIFERT 

House B i l l  219 makes q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i n  I n d i a n  s t u d i e s  
a  r e q u i r e i n e n t  f o r  t e a c h e r  employment on o r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  a n  I n d i a n  r e s e r v e a t i o n  p e r m i s s i v e  i n s t e a d  o f  manda to ry .  
C u r r e n t l y ,  a n y  t e a c h e r  employed on  o r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
and  I n d i a n  r e s e r v a t i o n  mus t  have  a  minimum of s i x  h o u r s  
o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  an  a c c r e d i t e d  U n i v e r s i t y  p e r t z i n i n g  t o  
h i s t o r y ,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  c u s t o m s ,  v a l u e s ,  b e i i e f s ,  e t h i c s ,  
and  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a f f a i r s  of Mcntana a n d  2mierican I n d i a n s .  
The b i l l  w i l l  make t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l . i t y  o f  
l o c a l  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s  t o  e n f o r c e  and a d m i n i s t e r  i n s t e a d  o f  
a  s t a t e  r e q u i r e m e n t .  

HOUSE BILL  2 2 0  REPRESENTATIVE SEIFERT 

T h i s  b i l l  a l l o w s  a  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  o r  community c o l l e g e  
t o  h i r e  l e g a l  c o u n s e l  t o  p e r f o r m  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  
w i t h  s c h o o l  o r  c o r m u n i t y  c o l l e g e  b o a r d  b u s i n e s s .  S c h o o l s  
and c o r m u n i t y  c o l l e g e s  may h i r e  l e g a l  c o u n s e l  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
s t a t u t e ,  however ,  t h e y  mus t  have t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  c o x n t y  
a t t o r n e y .  
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,.-.,, >'Pip " 'n r l t3 ; :a  Associzi-i.jr; (31- Zlcntzn!;,? rs *'%c.?!(.:~->l LT'ri~:f-.iL?L?l~ i s i : j  f s ~ r ~ r  ! / d ( . j : ; ~  

1 5 In  order t o  q ~ t  a t r u ?  f'et71i~7';' of t . k  ~ 1 ~ , ~ 5 : ; : - d r l j  prii:c-jp.7ls -7ro::nd 
che state of ?.Jontaija, t h e  :.!3;1t3c:;i . ~ s s c ~ c ~ & ~ - ~ c I ~ I  : s !  5~!1,331 I rj,:i:.i ! ~ . i l c ;  tg~): 3 

I 
go12 of i t s  nerribsrs 311~: ~ .ecei i~ec!  T ~ S ~ J  11.5 L'L-1):-I ' h i  ~ 3 1 1  iro,:' oir,lr 140  of i t s  
::!p;ni.c.: 5 ; -  The r - e s u l t t :  th is  suyvcy sh,,::..;.] J .  . . , . ~ . k ~ f i ? l r ~ i , y ~  .cl!fii:~!.:rL of t.his h i l l .  1 
Iii the  survey there  w c r e  f i v e  najor rt2asi.m:- :.:.'::: vc, :.he ~ : l c n ? r , t z z y  ; ' , t . j n ~ : i p ; l l s ,  
P~L-0: .  t-liis b i  1 l : 

1 .  i 7 i C  the p r - ~ s e r ; t  ;:int? k ? ~ c r e  are r ; i ;~e  cuLcYi '  c!,?!rc:s use<? 1 : ' ;  ~ , i f : c c n : : . l r ~  :;chools 
arcs~ind the  s t a t e  01' i y o n t d n a .  Ne f ~ c i l  I . h d t  c ~ ~ s i s t e n u l i  t i : r o n y k , ; u t  ti:? 
s ta t r e  is one o f  t.he inain rcs;2:;oris for r j i / r -  -l;,nportinrj t h i s  bi L 1.  It i; nct 
a t  a11 uncomron for  the elementary principal t o  he pI.2cc.17 i n  a posiA;ion 

I 
of m3king a determi i~at ion of hrhether a child r;l:orild r.r!;er a school riff:er 
t b c y  have previous1.y heen enrolled i i ~  a n o i h c r  d i s t r i c t  i.!hoc-c. c t ~ ; o f f  i:; 
l a t e r  than t h e i r   or..?^. Fcr example, . s cho~ l  A h3s a c.:t:;ii- S G , i t t ?  of I;n~/-mt.~r 

1 
15. A cnild en te r - s  ei t h ~ r  f irst 9r.a I / - .  or . ! : jn<?,  sr7ar:rc:1, at t c - ~ i ! , l c  _ctyhr-,~,] 

lor  two months t h ~ : ~  nior/es t o  School 6 :i,'7cc;r, r ? : + : ~ f  f d c  t c  i :$ .L;e~;?l~?l;lS.?~. iii. 
B?ca~lse the district policy i n  school 9 in(dic3:cs t .5zt  no child sha?l. be 
p l a i - c d  i n  e i t h e r  firs!: grsde or k i ~ d i . ' ~ i j c 2 l . ? ~ ~  ria Less ::bey h27t2 ac!:icvi:d 

1 
:he appropriate age 1t.vel bcf-orc Scptt?m:,c.r L or t he  first: dayj of school,  
c i ~ c  elementary prir;cipa.Z i s  p l a c e d  i n  tti:r. pi)sition o f  t ~ ! . Z i n q  t h e  p l r c n i  
t h ; t  t h e  ch i ld  s d y  fiot continue i n  t ? ~ : :  ;).7~f: i ~ l i l i j - ~  yr.irl/rc a n t i 1  /-.kc nr:;<i: 

1 
. . sckzol y e a r .  There a r e ,  ho:$ever, so:i/? ,;' ~ S L V L C ~ : ~  :.12;0.;.i: p.3lic1) ~ ~ 3 2 5  th.;!: 

if a chi ld  has p r c = v i o v s i  y bet2.r; enrolled .i:; .7jy,.jr.+.-br s.:P:i-!o; t-hs t t.i,p;l ;./i 11 
t;i.:;e t h e m  r e y ~ r d l / : s s  of- the  cu t :o f f  J 3 t e .  i ! , ~  !c:2l t h j t  h.ir.-j:,,r; a conr;i:;ter;t 

1 
ccitoff d a t e  throilc;.!~j:;!. t.he s t c l t r  rr . !g! : l :? ., 7 1-.v.i -!! t '  th;;.;.: ,::-, . ,; I., L 7 . -  ..pi,. -... a t c?r hq t:!i 
g ~ ~ ~ i ! t s  and educa t c r - s .  I 

2 .  J t  is a r,:ell knoiv.r: Isct among thc  eic:::~.n?.-~r.:; r , r i r :~ipr l l r  t r l - ~ ! ~ ~  j r ~  
par-ents ~.iho w i l l  t r y  t o  get- aroznd t-?!1 c?Zit~!! ri_\q-3-rd1~;5s ef ~1)et:?ei- ::h? 
c. ' i i ld  is ~ - e a , ! y  or. is 1.0: ~-c :~ i2y  for :rihoc:i. T h i s  C,'CI:.? d ? l  Lo.:) ,jft.c:; 

b y  che parent p2ac inr j  t he  zh i l?  with a rel;:+.ir,fe in s. e i s t r i e ? :  s;53se ciit- 

e l f  d a t e  i s  l a t e r  tha;, t h ~ ,  d j s t r i z t  t h ~ t  fh:!!/ l ivrre i r :  f'qr J :r::-lnth or t~;,.) 
~ : i : c l  ~ ~ C I I  t i - a n s f ~ r  t!:l?si i n  tl;. t !e i  r OWii h(7:.7': .li: :r i ~ t .  Ii: dcd7 , i i  t-io.7 t h , ? r t ,  

' - .  

d 
a r e  p.'rer!ts t h a t  will n:ove t o ;  cj is tr ic;-  i,.?:;!. , .  ~ : : f : c , f : -  cA' , - l ' l t_  1:; ~ . l t r . - : r ,  i : ~ f  

I 
I 



a ,;,cI~, th c)r ~ \ , Ju  d ! ; \ j  c:i  ~!:,~;ii; t  c? t :I t h,> 1 , : . , I ,  , ! , ::;il I:.!./:,:, ,:I!. ,::! ! : :!, 1 ,  , { 1 
. . !;rijrlth oz. C:,..u th(:? i.li 1 1  I i l O b ' r ~  h,ic:J: i r t :  . ,',, ' t.!.':, ;I!! ! ;, / -:,:, l.:lr:!: ( , , ' I  j ;:; 

:;zhool . In SLI~T~C? c : d s < , ~ ,  t he ~ > c j ~ ~ ! r l ? -  I. i!. :?.?,j ? - , > I  f.-~:!::; tf~,.? I~ ~ j ] , .  i :- c:.i 14 .i:; 
p a d y  ,fat ~ ~ t j 0 0 1  ii:]:? ~:;i,: t~ tt,~::; fl , , ~ . r ~ , !  : :: :;1.,??31 :-i: 7 2 ?. 1 :,:,-,.; n f ! ):..I ~ - ! l r . ( ) : - f  

da te .  In other  c.6;..r;cs t ~ t h  p,:rcnts i.;,~~:.:; -:r,  i tfj?;; r:.g:!!.j Zj!:,; iq ,;:yr:: t k , . . i r  
placed i n  5cf::jl s:s t j : ; > c  t.h.-~v/ ; . :  .-: .: ,;:;;r,: t l j  :;. r ;-!; .:> 3.1.- ;.i...j;l:; 

, . soj;;=one take  c~lr-c o.! t2kil., r : i i i l t l  r1vr.i:. ; I . ' . ( %  : . . , ~ r : : r r ! :  !:.-:I!:.;. 

. . 
3 .  O n e  of the m a j o r  c-oni.:!rns of the  clc.;rn! .; ..:; i,:.i:I:-;Lzc: L S  ;~.i.!.i.q < t:i;r. st3te 

i s  che matur i ty  o f  t.?e chi ld  af , ~ r ,  / - 2 , - : r l y  -::I... T : - . - ~ ~ ,  . . ~ ,. ;....-r.. .; : .- ,rc.!-L1 .J..i,2 :ir,rlr 
r5;.;!o i i;dicated thdt t.hc.y :;oillii li!;t: t ?  :-, c ! .I: . . r ; :  , - > I  : ! ;*:,. ! ,:: , ;I!: , . .  1 i:::-t,?>?:? 

. . o f  September 1 0 ,  hor,!c-ver, I:? ; IS  elc:.:,'..;! . I :  :! i~r-i:;::~~i;=. I : . : ,  ;.::c.r:!:ici, ti;'-, .?.:re. 
v a l  i t l i t .  y o f  t h i s  ~: ; : : : : r :p t .  f - ( , c : l  t h:!: 1 :. , r . i , ~  Q:;!>? >,;i(:,: 1 ,-:-I,? <;< ,I (:!:; I , !  
is ~ i o t  the s o l e  c ! ~ ~ t c r i ; : i r ? i n g  f , ~ c t o r ,  hiir,.:.~.ni-, it i s  or:!- ..;.::i'_.:-i!:,lr:.? - i n  ;-.,'pi-- , : . A . , . - a ~ ' - ~  

determinations ; i r i  el-! Chr:se chi ldren !:..",n ; : . ! - I ;  lj'sljzy, r h ~ j  t ,!r.ot~-,-~r- y::ar ~ i ~ t  

w c u l d  certain19 help t-hen i ; :  their orl.!:r..I ! l :.!!i:ca:.7s ir, : (.:?I#,,,-;! . (.:!~,r *:;e:peri- 
e::ces have ~ h o - ~  : . ' j~t  anot~'l!?r year O L ; ~  .?i :.c:i1~:.21 for i l ; - ; . :  r:l!JL,jrvr> r.;,F!r; 

' i~avcr September, Octc? tcdr  ,7:1~1' :io~;;.m!;.-r hi!-ti, I . : ! ; : ;  :.:iZ! I , i ~ 7 ~ ~  !'.-;,:I::-(: ! ; : . P I  : 
success fu l  experience i n  t h c ? j  r t o t a l  sc..;~i.,-._i ~- .> :>c r - i ~n  :. , . ;..'c.:': r? r izy i ,p j  1.5 
~ ~ ~ L I I I ?  ?he s t a t e  of , ' ! L ) : ) L ~ I , T ~  z r : ,  pl,>t::t.,,: i : z  :!:sS p : : i t . i , > ; :  t:,,. ,~~-,::;,,-.o-:]~~l,j : . ; j . t , ] ;  

. . 
22:2 .7] t .5 '  both iy] t ) j ~  spri i jg ~ : ? < i  57.::7,:!:.-,? < : , ; , !  7 ' :  ,'j':[- f : . - s i : ? r ' . . :  :- :!-!,,::? .;( . . j l . t: .;  j ; ,  

C. 
, . 

. 1 ,  5 0 i t !  t i  c h i  2 1 i . I : .  it il; 

d l ! . ~  y s  a  most jif i-i,:rilt dccisicn for c . , r : ' r r ; . ? ;  :-,I-:: r . 0  r ! :  j- )!c.j  :I.'.- ;* r,,r.c.rcs . - .  
dc.:t:r,xine h;';ether i);ci: chi ld  5.9~,!2:,! :'s;;::.:- : 7 ~ ;  ! > ! : I  c:r .-! . - : . I  ?*: i  ,-::l;c;:, 1. 

. Regardless nt '  t.lir3 a.;.c. 021. gc~?rr .~! l  i'c.::! in,] is, it t-t,.?ri~ i-; 3r. j. 

2or : t : t  :~lhatsoevtr ,  i.,ol,lini; a child o:lt ;:i l l c-,:: t-2 i , ? l j .  i , , ,: . ,- ,!-i  '. !:!!.;.? c / : i l , j .  
. : ; c ' t ! j ~ . i t y  of a ycr!nc chilrl is a ,~o_cc j . ~ , ~ r i . ' . ) ; ! t  : - . ~ r . ! : ~ ~  i;: ':,,.. :.;;..:̂ ..;.; c.; 2 

c . i i l d  d . ; r i f i g  i?il; r j ' c . i ~ ~  i:; S C ~ C C : ~ .  In g;:.  !.!,l :.+- . c ~ , . - > 7  _ ... &;  - , +  t j C - > . : + ,  * : , ' ~ ~ l , . ~ ~ - ~ : ~ i ~  
. . :f;ac 15a~w,!: f~.'?:;: L ~ C : . , : : ~ J ~ : L .  t-c ,:l;::,.-, , - r ' ,yj . - . . r ,?  ] : t i  : ,?,: ., :,;: . ; - , l  . ! ; . ! c ! r -  t~ 

2 

L : r , t S l t _ .  : e g s r d l e > s s  ~f ::..::A:. ]-:.el t,';..,:, r;..:~::: J ( , -  ..-., 

. C.:er:fir!y success i n  scho~..Z i:; or:c of' :!;c : : . ? _ i : > r .  L- ,~ ! l , : , - ' r : . . :  .,.;; ;I! 1 ; j ' : . : . - i ! . c )~2 :  

a?i.css th? s t a t e .  It is t.r.11 by ,712 . , . . . ! . . : f c r - . . .  . . .  6 L  . !!,. ,-,.-..-,:.i:!: ,- - .,-. . . -  . . .,., .,-. I . :: .> 
.,:~:r;t. i ; ; !p .r tant  r e ;  i;! fiir- ] . ~ > ~ r : ] i , - . , ; ~ .  :-:.. : ...;! !,ha:: :;.&-I! . . . I  -. s - -  . ,  . . . !~ .- ,.: r:. : ;- . i' . 

t;c>L.,F, , , r ; s t  -,- - in t h e i r .  c:J;i:,s ,sl~~!r?:;; l l y  hi.... * ( ; ; -  .:.,.>: . .r ; / .  :--. .... . -.:' .., I f ._l i ' - r  i,::;lrr! 

i r i  coping zith E! t o t 2 1  s: :c\~~ss!:u~ c~l.:pcric,::r,. . 
,. . . 5. ,rle hill a s  a ~ z e n d t 2 ~ '  w i l l  pr-ov . ide  for - i : : , j  > .  ;ir '.t?s: ,-.I - . i ~ l d  ' ,,r:rd .;r.:; :.i-i;d,?i.: 
c c , n ; i r ~ g  ifi froin o?lt G [  s t a t e  ch(:.t h~;:.; :l 1:f~:i. ,.;:!.:>:--'- : ? < ] / - P .  ;,;.-, ?.r,,-:o.;:,:;:,, 

t.?&t there a r e  e > : ( : e p f i c , : j s  .>pJ thj.7 ,'I i ! ,::.; -: ,;, 11.:; : , - I -  !:., . a -  

! ' 1 .  . . . , , , ,  .!,.! ; I - - :  ... . . : , , L t -  ; . : ~ - , ~ ; ! : , i ~ , : ~  i c 3  k i , : ~ r l  (.>/ !,'! .-~;.!, : ) /  ( :  r ~ ?  :<,..!;, 1, :; .!', . . . . , .  . .  ... t , .  , , . -  : .  i:;:-!.i-- 
. - .. , -., .,-, ,- ' .  t -  i~ a step i ~ ]  t:iit., r z ~ h t  < ? i z < ~ ~ . t i ~ > ? !  t : : )  ! : t ' ! : - i . ~ : j  i ~ . - . : : - t - ,  .:: - , , . ~  ..., > I : [  

. , , . c ~ , _ . : - i c . ~ ~ c c ,  for  t?le y ~ - , a t  i: c f : l ~ r ! t ~ i ; , d .  I t  Ys , ...;. ::,.>.7/ ?r<: iy:.;!i,;; ;-, : 1:; :.;!-,.I :!.-:: L '.' . - 
:,2.:i.:t:d :.q chp posir.i~?i; ( - ? -  ?ic?.![:i,787 c,!:-,L<yr:gJr!#r, ','::, / . , I : - >  r : :  /:/?,: c:hj]t ir..-,:! i;- 
c!zz. sc.']ools. R e j a r d l c s s  (2: c!:r dpcisigrj,  or: -:,. .I ,-.;ii l..: !:it::; 2 CCJ'::.;.;:,.,-~:: j f :  i ~ .  

, , i.: -, t,..::,c-..?~c~~ t h z t  )]as ( c ?  ~ ~ p t . :  ;,;it]] : , ~ j ; j t ~ : , - ~ : .  I . , ! , . , :  :.,>;I.- t , 5 s ! ~  .: j . 1  .. ,,-i;,: .. A. r c . ~ ~ ~ , J J . - . ~ - . , -  .~ 
_I .> 

i,f- t)lc c > : i l d f s  a g e .  r:'t, ~-tl.->l tI::!t :?:is k ' i 1  2 ; : * : ' I  ! . . ; I , ?  n ; . '  c,r , !~i  t.? f - : ~ . ,  .,'.I 2 

L.fi.-1;1L;2C3iic~ ;~roi],?d t h ~  ~ i ~ ~ ~ : - , :  k : l t  dl.r-0 j , ,  2 7 ,  :,, { ; : . . v ! r . , ,  ' - h ' . ~  . . . ! I , . - . . -  . .  d., -.,. * ' - # '  . P ; , j - ; . - ,  , 

~ J e r l t -  lk.,+a..;e b i r t h d a y  1,.Zls i:] ti;(: ] , - tpr  ?,I,:,!.;: ; q: ' i ~ z - :  ':;-..,!-- 

I 



/ I ,-, - -' 
APPEARIlEJG ON WHICH PROFOSAL: /-f ' - 2  ', 

C3 YOU: 'SUPPORT? - OPPOSZ? - - 



PEPRESENTING WHOM? $)() f-&+-T, :H> !-) / 'rk13 p t 
3 77 [J 

APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: 

Y O :  SUPPORT? ,v9 '2 ~ a y ~ 7  GPPOSE? --- 

r 

D -- --- 

?LCASE LEAVE ANY FREPAPSD STKTZT+!XNTS WITH Ti33 C Q : . ~ V ~ I ' ~ ? T E ~ ~  S ~ c ~ ~ T ~ ~ ~ Y .  
I 



".j .-.. I .-.?- y--- ,,. ;,- 

_--- --.- , ---- 
DATZ : 

/ / --CL-L-.-.,/.- 
/ 

I /  
ADDRESS : - !.I : % *  L ,  , .a ?- 

I 

I j r i  : y . j  
APPEARING OK WHICH PROPOSAL: l7 f:\ -" j , 

r,/ I33 YOU: SUPPGRT?-,F~ EfkSND? OPPOSS? 



iZ IieatlerB Digest 

==7-7 

y2J ..a 3 (3 The liecicicr's Digest 
P1.Y .is,\\ I \ I1  L I . \ I : \ \  \ ' O R K  10271~ 



F;E;PRESELJTING WHOM? --- - 

APPEARING ON KHICH PROPOSAL: ' 2') <.- - - i--? 

MI YOU:  SUPPC'ET? [/ P2~!E1307 OPPOSE? 



PHONE : 4 ~ 3  5 6 2 0  

PSFRESENTING WHOM? 
//. L 

APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: &&%-2d 
L' 

rn YOU: 'SUPPORT? / N ~ ' I J D ?  OPPOSE? --- 

/ /' / -. ,/* 1 
COi**iilET\iTS : /A?.s / , , , 7/& ,%-/" 



TO THE A R 2 ! G Tl i A i  CEiiTA I i: TEI.CI!EP.S ODTA 1 II f i lSTRUCT1 OI.4 

r ri ;GJERIZAII I I ~ D I A I I  STL'DI ES ~ J E R K I  S S I V E  R A T ~ ~ C R  T I ~ A : ~  I:A~;DI?TCRY. 8 



STATE I 'Al lDATED CURR I CQLU;: I;Og IE,+qCi i E R S  OR ST l . j - ! y iT?  -I..#. I CLI i . i Im:4TES 

T ' j T  l-,>c,'\i co'iTFc[- ~ ; ~ < ~ ; ~ ~ ~ , ; ~  I;!,?,T :j&:; - - ) - . a : - q  :-;,:! 2 ~ , : ~ p r ~ ~ - - r .  ~ y (  lIL;c,j -)r:- . a , - ; - -  *. <-.! , 1: - \ > ,  

- .  , -  - I 33 !,ST FCcL Ti:;;. \ j j i  ~ - * ~ i , : J ~ ~ i ~ ~ - ~  1. :- 1 c, j ! - ; , f . :  

I . ; -  . ! * -,- -- ?- -. ;,: ;!41/2 E L Z C T T I ;  Lc;c>,L ~ , . ~ , i , ~ ? ~ j ~  c r  \ , : - : . ~ , ,  j I - - ,  ' 1 '-- . - F : : -  . v i  - .. . - L.- v L ,-J, 1 { ; , 5  r:!->,.:y 

3 1 ? * r  -. -j-p rnl - .? -r  OT, ic r ;  I-fz:',:; T 3 ' j  ),':ji;', ,,,,.,, , , - -  12.; TF *:~,; ;TL!! T L - ~ : , . ~ -  r:'-(lT 
I - 2 -  . L ~ ,  !i, 

... -- LOCAL C ~ ~ ~ / . ' ~ J i ! l ' i ' (  \ i gST  '-fl",Vi! Ti:: Q F  i '? c:!: < Z  )Y r ; j : j t . i1  I 1 .:- 1 t.! 7, (??)T 4 . - - I .  ->..-.. T 

~ ; ~ f ~ ; ~ ~  T'!iT TYFz  Tj , ~ ! - : ~ A ~ I 3 ~ !  Ti','i,T T ! l yY  !.,!?'jT, f - -  , 1 - 1 S i:'Y Ft:ZtIS.*F 

.- i ; ;,T ~ ' 1 :  L;,!,! ;;;:is i,, I ;I*;-->,>-T-" 3\1 T ' : ?  n.r ? c 7 - >  !-.r :'I,-. r. I -  : . . I  ,-,,,TI, - , , . (  ! - L , - -  1 I I . ~ . \  ; . I , , -., 

; :  ::: 7 '  " -.,-,- I--,.--- ..- - -  . , , , , I , i l . :  - , , 1 i 1 i -  7 :  T L ; : . ~  [:ii . . 
' 7 .* - - 7 , .., 
! . ~ . i T i l X ; ;  j ;::I.[ 1 .; ;;- L L  :>!>;;LTI !:,;',:\, 7 ' :  ;'I:.; ; .!:;-[ j , , , j  ; , j j  ,,!: ; , , ;  1 ,; 1 -; - 

' 
.,;,,;>-; 1 ) ?  !<  ci ;(;\ ,;J,. . '  ' . . - 

- .  , . ; - : j  ,.-a b- c . -,. . - , , ; , ;  - ; ; ; .  ' . - - . , .  . \ I -  . .. :) 

; ,  :-- ,. - . ;T,<,'.,-,-i5~J--- 7 , -  I-.>--. ,, ; 
- , - . . . . . I T .  . ! 

1 r ) ;. . - . \ .  . . . (  - 
, s . .  ,\..,,A : ; : : I  . . . . xJ : . . , ,  , I. i . , -  I . . ,  A , . .  . . - :  . . . a L . /  , . 

I , ( ;., : - - -  8 .-, r ,  -,- - .. 7-n. - .  7 - .  1 -  . -  8 .  I - , C  - . . 
L . \  . : 1 1 I : ,  I .  ' . I , :  . \ I  i - i L  1 ,  , -. , -  : . :._ , L 

' .  .- - .--,.--- .--, , , . . . . -  , ., - 
I . % :  ;. : ; ; - t - ~  i 1, ! ' J  . ~ b . ) : . -  ~ ; - , ] t ; . > ! -  . i  ~ j ~ , ; , ~ , ~ , ~ ~  . .  ':. ,- - . .  , - -  , !  . r  ' * ' , /  ..:..I.-, .... . s - : ;  - - I - ; . s  ,,, .- 

5 - I  . r- r . - . .  . ,,. >,, 1 I -,- ' -7 :-, - , ;.,, z T ;  - ? - - -  - t -  .-. 
, i-, L...: , i - ,  , t.); , ; 1 t .J 1 t , i i  I \ - , . .  . . , .  a i : . . : . : ,  i i: , . - - - , . - - - - . . - . . . . . 
. .. , . r ; !  1 ;.T;;;i*-P,7- . - , +  - 
.*id,, ' L  - . , - - , -  - . , < -  . , - -  - , .- . -  

. I , , ~  i : i C  F i ; i ! . . , '  7 i'..; ..I; .- 2- i I:. :a~, !,.,:>-a , ; I , : ,~ 

!,J&'/: :;,Z;i;; ?ZEf?-*;-:':T I L -, AT ~ , ~ [ _ ~ - < ~ ' ' ~  i " f 1  ! ,, : ,-..- -. . : - * !  \-;!::) :'.,:,-.::- 7 ; I : . : ; ; I L [ , J  

, I  .. 
- , i \ . . 8  I - , <  t . 3  ~ : ! ~ E ~ . I ~ T A : , ; ; > I ; < T ,  , . ; , (7b,~; . !  1 T,i~!;~;> t~;!..! ~ ; j  p p ~ - ; - j  (;,;-[ -- , * -  .- i .1r3 r i ,-I- b ' _  

-. - - - L.?cC.lL '?,',335 rJF i?gsTCz; :1((3;'L3 .i;l*'~z ::..:Ti<s , -- <-J;jTF:'jL , j,L,i; -;i-{e 

C.,. . . ,  ; , , , I  , A: ;.'J;;ilj :i;I,'dE, 

- . - .- , - 
; iSr  -{;iIs i'ijI:!-i 1 j l;.io;.:',' 1 ,4[, (;c)Ii;G r ( j  ( < ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  T - : j  A! k - 

j ' j j i V j J, $ 1  I ;  , , j 
.-,- 

' ,!ILL : ( i j . T  Ga I i i T i ]  j j i ! - j i \ I l - ,  ?,c.f J I ! . -L  ; I : ' {  T:j :;IL,i; ' f: . j:j  ;cj;iz ,;!: -- , : : .  - -  

: I  I G ; ] L I  r;:{TS T;!,"!f T ~ ' : ' ~ ' . : : ; : : ' J  . . - d l  $ . - , I  1 1  

.! 
- .  .- 
i ;?i pp::~i : , , l - j  l(:j! .:- ' 3 5 ' 7 -  ,.- j: 4;-1 ;: ,.: 1 , , - . - :  i . . r -  , . I  - - - .  > k - , . . , d  :I;:.> -. > .  . - .-,,..-- x-1 -> .' ;c ; :. 1 -  . .  . 

( . . , : . A  . . - .  
,-):I - > - , I . :  L C ; ? T  , L C , 3 ~ g \ T I G : ! ,  " j 1  - . ' -  

' ' . 3 -. , \  
. I S  I .  . lL,jli> L,-  ' . jfr,- . ! i  *-k - - i , J ' . ; ' - ; ~ 4 . , )  





,< ' 1 '- ;~ . , .>? i l . . iATIOi i  iii TI-i THE I N D I A ! ~  PEOPLE. !; C'ji:$IITTEE C - J / : C S ~ C  CF 
r :  - -  C.., " - C I T I Z E N S  OF - 1 . 3 ~  d l , - i r ~  ( : ' 1  I - - . -  ' t - - - * l r -  ;',+ ..;IF, ?..- .,;- t -,-,, ,-..- -, - 

\ . A .  ; ; . : * ' . t i  . ,.-s i , L. . ' .  .,- \ I  . . . b i , t ~ i  ,i-> I 1 ; i l  

..- 
XilIjl~;.; C u L ~ u ~ ~  il;isT2~ :JLACJ', 1 :I: ?'q :u,i. a T-, .,., ~7 [:TJc;+-~ I ; J ; ~  ~>a;-r:_j - f l ; ~  

P[-::I IC!:,LL)' ,",S SUC;'..]'TE"Ji\7';> yn!]:; -r ! I  ;" ;-.L'*' ~ , \ , ~ ; ~ ~  352 ' ! f b j ~ c s  

n , r . - .  r_, 
: tEf.:JL;\Tl 9 l f S .  



f -7\1 
A ! ,  AFTER JULY 1, IY: . TIIE PRZSE;:T LFl? DOES i:OT PRO:/ICE Fgj? 

p, pEF:'iOi; CJF Ti> jE  FCIE ::i::.'i E!.IPLQYC_ES T(,? cOP;pLY, T;i!j.; ~L~;.I%:,,!:~TI~;G 

- OUT OF STATE TEACf  lC25 Oi: TIIACHERS 'IOT +:cS 1 3 I i i G  0 i . j  QF:i i IEi\z A 
. - 
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Senate E d u c a t i o n  C o r m i t t e e  



Board  o f  R e g e n t s  t o  d e v i s e  a spccific compre l i ens ive  p l s ~ .  The  

r e s o l u t i o n  e x p l i c i t l y  stated t h a t  @he p l a n  ~ . u s t  p r o v i d e  for in - -  

s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  i x  I n d i a n  s t ~ d i e s ,  a means b y  which a l l  p u b l i c  

s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  i n  Montana may receive t r a i ~ i n q  in I n d i a n  s t u d -  

i e s ,  a n d  a neans by which  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  q u a l i - f i c a t i o n s  

may i n c l u d e  t r a i n i n g  i n  I n d i a n  s t u ? i c s .  

t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  Board  o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  p l a y e d  

ro le  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ;  b u t ,  u n 6 e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  manda te  w e  d i d  par- 

t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  of t h e  I n d i a n  C u l t u r e  Master P l a n  

'which  H J R  6 0  requi red  c s  t o  do. A f t e r  a year of s t u d y  and 

d r a f t i n g  by a  4 5   ember a d i - v s c r y  cornittee,  a series of r e c o n -  

r i e n d a t i o n s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  i h n  J o i r ~ t  C u r r i c u l u n  C o ~ l i : , i t t e e  of 

t h e  Boa rd  0 4  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  anZ t h e  Eoa rd  oL Rcqents  i n  

1 9 7 5 .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  Dzcerrber 1 3 7 5 ,  t h e  j o i n t  State Coard of ~ d u -  
I 

c a t i o n  a d o p t e d  t h e  I n d i a n  C u l t u r e  Plaster P l a n .  The plan spec- 

i f i c z i l y  p r o v i d e 2  t h a t  a f f e c t e d  teachers b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  t a k e  

e i t h e r  s i x  c o l l e g e  c r e d i t s  i n  I n d i a n  s t u d i e s ,  o r  c o m p l e t e  30 

h o u r s  of i n s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g ,  o r  complete a combiration of both. 

The process I have j u s t  described was s t a r t e d  over s i x  

y e a r s  ago and was completed f o u r  y e a r s  a g o .  It; w a s  a p r o c e s s  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  n a n d a t e d  b y  s t a t e  law.  T h e  Eoard o f  P u b l i c  Educa- 

t i o n  d i d  n o t  enac t  t h e  I n d i a n  Studies 1ai.i. The Baarc! o f  P u b l i c  

E d u c a t i o n  did n o t  e n a c t  H J R  6 0 .  The I n d i a n  C u l t u r e  T4aster P l a n  

\:as n o t  s o m e t h i n g  wh ich  w a s  hatched o u t  of nowhere  by t h e  Eoard 

of P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n .  

L i k e w i s e ,  t h e  c o n f c s i o n  ovcr hob; t h e  19-73 law v;as to be 

i m p l e n e n t e d  a n d  e n f o r c e d  was n o t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a n y  acticr, by 

t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  o r  t h e  Board  of R c q c n t s .  



no te  t h a t  t h e  c n l y  o b j e c t i o n  w e  received to t k c  grace p e r i o d  

c a p e  from the s t a f f  a t t o r a c y  of t h i s  Iec-;i s l a t u r e ' s  p - d n i n i s t r d t i v e  

Code Committee,  who w r o t e  t o  u s  i~ February 1978 and s a i d  t h a t  

"P,'hile t h e  g r a c e  perioii  nay r e p r e s e n t  a d c i n i s t r a t i i , r e i y  sound 

p o l i c y ,  i t  is n o t  e x p r e s s l y  a u t h o r i z e d  by s t a t u t e "  a n d  he  w e n t  

on t o  s a y  that the lab? i s  c l e a r  i n  rnandzting a J u l y  1, 1979, 

d e a d l i n e  f o r  c o n ? l i a n c e .  

L a d i e s  and  g e n t l e n e n ,  the Board of P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  the 

Board of Regents, a n d  the of f i ce  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  have 

worked d i l i g e n t l y  t o  implement  y o u r  Indian studies lsw. It 

has been a d i f f i c u l t  and c o n t r o v e r s i a l  p r o c e s s ,  but a t  the 

current t i m e ,  250u t  6 0  p e r c e n t  f o  a l l  a f f e c k e d  t e a c h e r s  i n  

t h e  s t a t e  have a l r e a d y  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  r e q c i r e r ~ n t s  of t h e  la\,?. 

To change  the r u l e s  of  the gane a t  this l a t e  date d o e s n ' t  make 

s e n s e  t o  u s .  N e i t h e r  i s  i t  f a i r  t o  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of a f -  

f e c t e d  teachers whc have  a l r e z d y  d e v o t e d  a good d e a l  of t i n e  

and,  i n  some c a s e s  t h e i r  own noney, t o  c o ~ p l y  wit:: t h e  l a w .  

For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  t h e  Board of P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n  opposes  

~ 3 - 2 1 9  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  c u r r e n t  law and the ac- 

conpany ing  Board r u l e  are finally >:or!-:ah! e ,  r e a s o n a b l e ,  and in 

c l o s e  keeping w i t h  b o t h  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and s t a t u t o r y  pro-- 

v i s i o n s  a d o p t e d  d u r i n q  t h e  past seven years. 
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Georgia Rice 
Superintendent t 
Office of Public Ins truction 
He7 cna , liontana 59601 

Art ic le  X,  Section 1 ( 2 )  notes tha t ,  "The s t a t e  recognizes the d i s t inc t  a n d  
unique cultural  heritage of the American Indians and i s  conmi t t ed  in i t s  educa- 
tional goals to the preservation of the i r  cultural  integri ty ."  Such a consti tu- 
tional provision i s  s igni f icant  because i t  exercplifies the leadership demonstrated 
by the constitutional convention delegates when formulating the new constitution. 
The words in the document, however, would have been only syir:SoIic i f  the leg is la -  
tors of the 1973 'legislative session had not displayed further leader-ship by pass- 
ing an Indian studies law which certainly confinied the genuine commitment 
Montanans have in recognizing, "the d i s t inc t  and unique cultural  heritage . . ." 
of the American Indians in th i s  s t a t e .  

Since the Indian studies law has been in operation, numerous teachers, admin- 
i s  t r a to r s  and other concerned persons have received training and instruct ion in 
college and university courses and seminars and in local and regional inservice 
workshops. Some persons involved in the training and instruction have expressed 
disgruntlement in being required to  take Indian studies.  Others act ively sought 
the opportunity for  such studies.  Many individuals noted that the sessions were 
mcsningful , en1 ightening and useful. Such varied feelings a n d  a t t i tudes  are  n o t  
unique to  Indian s tudies ,  and other requi r c d  caurses and i nservice sessions have 
generated diverse reacii ons. 

To date evidence exis t s  that  indicates the Indian studies law i s  working. 
Of the approximately 10,000 cer t i f ied  education21 personnt.7 ~~orki r ig  i n  I*!ontana 

I school d i s t r i c t s ,  &cut 3,400 are under the requirements of t he  law.  Current 
inforniation discloses t h a t  approximately 2,039 cer t i f ied  personnel have coriipleted 
or  have part ia l  ly completed Indian studies thr-oush inservice sessions conducted 
by t h ?  Office of Public Instruction. This number does n o t  account fo r  persons 
meeting the tenets of the law by taking on-campus courses or. surnner wot-!:shops, 
A11 these persons have givez, grudgingly or wil l ingly,  t i m e  and nioney to f u l f i l l  
the   an dates of the law. Conceivably, a s ignif icant  nuii:Ser o f  concerned persons 
will be in compliance with the law by the July 1 ,  1979 deadline--less than s i x  
months f r o n  now. Scch cornpliance figures demonstrate tha t  the law i s  viable. 

Concern about Indian studies conducted so f a r  has regarded whether the t r a i n -  
ing addressed local needs and local organization. We agree that t h i s  i s  a valid 
concern; however, we should a l s o  l ike  t o  point out t h a t  the law does provide f o r  
local needs and local organization. Item C of Subsection 1 of Section 2 of t h e  
law s t a t e s  tnzt  "inseruice t raining providsd by a  local board of t r u s t e ~ s  which 
i s  developed and conducted with local Indian people" may be one means tc  address 
t he  law. 

Other concern has regarded the type of presentations made a n d  the format of 
the training sessions. Once again Item C o f  Subsection 1 of Section 2 o f  the law 
addresses such a  concern. 

Because such concerns are addressed by law; because the goals of the 1a:v a re  
being :i:et; because of  the important educa t iocal and social 1 csdership fostered b y  
the 1 ai.i a n d  especially because of the cons t i  tutional cornrli t i ~ l r n t  r,ade t o  a unique 

I a n d  d f  s t i n c t  people, the Office of Public instruction recoirinends the lakt be allorred 
t o  c c n t i ~ u e  in i t s  present forni for the next t ~ o  years fo r  the o:rtcolnes t b n n  w i ' i i  - 
s h o ~  that the law does kiork. i het.efore, i.!e ~riist oppose FIB 219.  
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Eastcrn Montang College 
BILLINGS. MONTAPiir S S  I C l  

6 March 1979 

Senate Education Committee 
Montana State  Legislature 
Capi to1 , Room 402 
He1 ena, Montana 59601 

Dear Senators : 

House Bill 219 purports to make the "Indian studies law" optional, b u t  
in e f fec t  greatly weakens i t .  Kany school boards will not require background -- 
in American Indian studies because ( 1 )  i t  i s  a more simple expedient to  not 
require such background, ( 2  j they are  hardly aware of Indians, or ( 3 )  they 
are  aware of Indians b u t  wish to  ignore Indian-related information and issues. 

3 
For various reasons cer tain voices are raised a t  t h i s  time against a s t a t e  
l aw which was passed 6 years ago. 

I would speak against House Bill 279 for four major reasons: - - 
1. I t  i s  contrary to  the intent of the 1972 Constitution-- 

which makes recognition and preservation o f  Indian cul ture part 
o f  the educationti! policy of the state--and t h e  1973 House Bill 

1 
343--which encourages background in P.nerican Indian studies of 
a l l  teaching personnel in the s t a t e .  

2 .  I t  ignores the "where?sU points made in Mouse Joint Resolution 60 
(approved February 21, 1974)--espec ia l ly  the  points relat ing t o  
the general lack of understanding a b ~ u t  IndSan culture on the part 
of non-Indians. 

I 
3. I t  puts Montana--which has been a leader i n  certain areas of 

multi-culturzl education--back nlany decades, a t  a  time when the 
National Council for  Accreditation of Teacher Education requires 

1 
col 1 ege teacher-trai  ning programs to have such courses (beginning 
in January 1979) i c  order t o  be accredited. & 

4. I t  reverses 6 years of s t a t e  comnitrnent, plannino, and  gearing u p  
for  the well-intentioned Indian studies law (House Bill 3 3 3 ) ,  a t  
a time when over half of the teachers in the s ta te  c.i!to C G i W  under 
tha t  i a w  already have complied with i t  and when student teachers 
now being educated can benefit niost from t h i s  important area af  
inter-cultural  exposure. 8 

May I a d d  t ha t  having t o  require teachers or students to have background 
in area (Indian s tudies ,  alcohol and drug abuse, tqbntana history,  e t c . )  i s ,  
in a cer tain sense, unfortunate because teachers and students -- should be 
interested i n  those areas. Yet we do so in varfous ways to insure a broad 
general education and  an informed public. Many teachers and students who have 
taken college courses or in-service workshops agree thac such background h a s  
opened important new und~rsianding--whether they or iginal ly  wanted t o  have i t  o r  
not. To change the law by mdking i t  better o r  more reasonable i s  cine t h i n g ;  to 
g u t  i t  by making i t  "optional" i s  quite another. , 6  

f A d r i ~ n  ~ I n i r I o r - r n  i r h  nee; r + - w , t  n,,r,,,,, 
1 





Krl. Chair-mln and rrenbers of t h e  c o x n i t t e e ,  f o r  ti.- r.eaord i-j naml i s  I!ichlEl ~ & l ~ ~  8 
and I r,pr.ise-t the E.sso~ic?ied S t u l e r ~ t s  of t h s  U : l i v z r r  t ~ j r  of Ksz-Yana. I t  is olJr p o s i t i o n  

t h a t  H3 2 i 9  v i o l a t e s  both t h e  l e t t e r  and t h e  inton:  oE tF.e !.!o?tiina C o n s t i t u t i a n  t o  ppe- 

s e r v s  1r.dlian c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  i r ,  t h i s  s t a t e .  i.:s a l s o  f e e l  t h z ?  prc:,ler,:s which havre ff 
a r i s e n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  i rnpl?nentat icn of t h e  I z j i e n  Stu'ies Lsu ars n o t  add-essed j n  

this b i l l .  
E 

F i r s ?  of  all, w e  a r z  n o t  a t  a l l  convinced t h a t  t h e  p-ohlen Fs a s  s e r i o u s  a s  s u p l o r t e r .  0 
of  t h i s  r . z a s u ~ r  contend.  Aiready,  f u l l y  80% 05  t k o j e  p e r s o n n ~ l  -ffe::;.il ha?e conp l i ed  

i n  f c l l  o r  i n  p a r t  with t h e  requi rcmrois  of t h e  l ax .  In  t h e  nex t  sex.rsral oo:tbs a d d i t i o n a l  

t e a c h e r s  kill can=. i n to  coop3.kr,c?. S u p p r t  f o r  t h e  !a:r is very  ;trl='a? on th= .  s i x  ~ 2 ~ 1 -  

puses of  t k s  u n i v e r s i t y  s y s t e a .  A s  p a r t  o f  a le~i . s la : jv~- :  p o l l  conducted t h i s  w in te r  

s tuckfi t  o2 i r . i~ :  was sanpleil  on t h e  fo1le:ring stztei- .ent.  

I!T., Lr,e p ~ e s . j z t  l s w  r equ i r e ;  cozpetency i n  Native ?mi-rican S t ~ d j n s  by i i e a c h - = ~ r ~  i n  o r  

2. r e s e r v ~ t  ion  be n a i n t a i n e d .  '' 

NSlJ 62 .7  
U i.i 65.6 
F: t.12 3 2 
IJKC 4 1  
TECH. 55.6 
\.i:.:C 51.6 

FlUS T o t a l  50.33 25 .5  1.9.66 

The s-l.?,?le s i z e  should  r e s u l t  i n  an e r r o r  of no VOLT t han  five pepcen t .  

r l lni ckief argument being o f f e red  i n  suppor t  ME 219 is  t h z t  t:he l o i a l  o p t i o n  8 
b-c-tter. g c s r a n t a e  cou r ses  of high qu-li-ty which vrlll. bc. of  greater b e n e f i t  t o  I3d ian ar.d 

non-Inc!i;:1 ali.i:e. Th i s  asse17?ioi~ does h a ~ s  son.? K T .  !:c do ac?:ns~.rle?;c tha?  n3r.y 

. .. 
..f 3 t h a t  :!I;. , local .  o p t i o n  approa-h Tt:l~:L reciuce , n s t  c:lhznce t--2 c ' 2 l :y  of in:;trXction. i '- 

c i i c i  c .  t.e cede  aga i i i s t  p r r s e ~ ~ t  coc r se  r ; u a ? i ~ y .  r o c r  G concern  





'r'ro?oc-?c-! a-?n.'_--snt to HR 2i ' J  

I n s e r t  D n  p i g e  2 ,  l i n e  11: 

-. 
3) P ,11  teac?-.e~-s a ~ p l y i n g  for rrrst r2ne;ral of an o r i ~ i n a l  tea chi!,^ ~-3r t i f i ca t - e  

i s s u e d  Fa : : an tana  after J 2 l j r  1, 1979 cr c o x v e r t i z g  a Class 5 P r o v i s i o n a i  c e r t i -  

f i c a t e  i s s u e d  i n  Montana after J u l y  1, 1979 must s a t i s f ]  t h e  r e q u i r s n e n t s  i n  

. . A ~ e r i c a n  InZian S t u d i e s  2s  dofined i n  20-4-211. 2s a p r e r q u l s r t e  t o  r e c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  

Thrze q..izrter c r e d i t s  w i l l  s a t i s f y  section ( 2 )  (a) of 20-4-211. 
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Our c o n c e r n  i s  t h e  p o s s i b l e  passage  of House B i l l  213. Our o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  
concerned t h a t  i f  such  a n  amendnent i s  passed  t h z t  i r r e p a r a b l e  damage t o  
I n d i a n  E d u c a t i o n ,  may b e  t h e  consequence.  

I 
1 m P a r t  of che work b e i n g  done i n  t h e  Grea t  F a l l s  School  sys tem i s  t o  s e e  t h a t  

t e a c h e r s  become aTJare o f  t h e  backgrounds and cnviro;!ment t h a t  c h i l d r e n  nre 
exposed t o  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  s c h o o l  each day. ?he dropout  r a t c  of c u r  I n d i a n  
s t u d e n t s  h a s  been  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  reduced.  We b e l i e v e  t h a t  much of  i t  h a s  been 
due t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  p rov ided  t o  t e a c h e r s ,  who t h e n  have bet2n w i l l i n g  t o  ~ o d i f y  
tlleir teaching t e c h n i c ; u ~ i  and expec ta t ion ; .  I 
A s  you know, most d e d i c a t e d  t e a c h e r s  a r e  q u i t e  w i i l i n g  t o  make adjx.; tments 
i n  a t t i t u d e s  , ne thods  a i ~ d  techi-A.qi!ec,, i f  gi-~,.-- V , L L  proper  inEonna t ion .  T h i s  f c e l l  ng 
i s ,  however, n o t  unanimous. There  a r e  t h o s e  t e a c h e r s  vhn feel .  t h a t  anyone can 
t e a c h  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n .  The a g e  o l d  c l t c h b ,  "I t r e a t  a1.l my c h i l d r e n  a l ike" ,  
s t i l l  p e r s i s t s .  The adage i s  honorab le ,  but: n o t  r e a l - i s t i c .  PIany of t h e s e  

I 
c h i i d r e n  need more. They need more a t t e n t i o n ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  ~ ~ n d e r s  tondi i lg ,  
and n o s i  o f  a l l  l o v e .  I f  t eac l i e r s  a r e  nor  w i l l i n g  t o  proviclc. t h i s  s e r v l z e ,  
o r  a r e  n o t  aware t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c h i l d r e n  T,:IIO need t h i s  e x t r a  cons id?ra t j . cn ,  

I 
t h e s e  c h i l d r e ~  a r e  doomed t o  f a i l u r e .  Many of t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  l i v e  
on o r  n e a r  I n d i a n  R e s e r v a t i o n s ,  coce t o  s c h o o l  each morning f r o a  an environment 
which i s  comple te ly  d i f f e r e n t  from t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s .  I f  t h e  s c h ~ o l s  do 

I 
n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  a c h i l d ,  i t  i s  c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  h e  does n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  hj .xsel f  
and t h e  s c h o o l  i s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  n e g a t i v e  s e l f - f u l . l f i l l i n g  prophecy.  I 
Schools  and t e a c h e r s  can  o n l y  becornz more e f f e c t i v e  and b e t t e r  i n f o r n e d  abou t  
I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  and I n d i a n  c u l t u r e  from i n s e r v i c e ,  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  c o l l e g e  c o u r s e s ,  
e t c .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a l aw had t o  h e  passed  b e f o r e  nzny t e a c h e r s  would i m ~ r o v e  
t h e i r  knowledge about the  N a t i v e  Americans o f  our  s t a t e .  The c o n c e p t ,  that 

1 
t e a c h e r s  w i l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  s e e  t h e  need f o r  i n p r o v i n g  t h e i r  backgrounds and 1 
by u n d e r s t a n d i n g  about  t h e  Indi i in  i s  i 3 1  conce ived .  

There  h a s  been some g r e a t  s t r i d e s  i n  I r d l a n  Educa t ion  s i n c e  t h e  p a s s ~ g e  of t h c  I 
I n d i a n  S t u d i e s  Law. Not o n l y  i n  a x a r e n e s s  and knowledge, b u t  a l s o  i n  under- 
s t a n d i n g  and c o o p e r a t i o n .  I t  would s c e x  t o  Ee such  a w s t e  t o  h ~ v e  a l i  th:: 

I 
accomplishments  g a i n e d ,  l o s t  S e c e u ~ c  of t h e  jnconvenience caused by hL3viii:; t o  
a d h e r e  t o  t h e  mandates o f  t h e  lzw. I 



It i s  h y p o c r i t i c a l  t h a t  a S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  who j u s t  a  s h o r t  t i r . e  ago 
d e c r e e d  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  b:ontana r e c o g n i z e  t h e  unique c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  o f  
i t s  I n d i a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  now sudden ly  d e c i d e s  t h a t  s u c h  a cu:icept i s  no l o n g e r  
i m p o r t a n t .  O r ,  t h a t  t h e  law i s  no l o n g e r  i ~ ~ p o r t a n t  because c e r t a i n  p r e s s u r e  
g roups  f i n d  i t  i n c o n v e n i e n t  t o  a t t e n d  a c l a s s  o r  i n - s e r v i c e  s e s s i o n .  Thi.:; t y p e  
of r a t i o n a l e  i s  q u e s t i o n a b l e  a t  b e s t .  

Teachers  p l a y  such an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  h o l d i n g  t h e  s t t i t u d ? ~ ,  v a l u e s  and 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n .  T h i s  r o l e  can n o t  be a b r i s n t e d  because  o f  
an i n c o n v e n i e n c e .  

:!e would hope t h a t  t h o s e  f a r  sightr-id l e g i s l a t o r s ,  wb.0 :rralir,ely a r c  coccerrled 
w i t h  t h e  x e l f a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  would conti21le s e e  t he  i c r i t  of  :he I n d i a n  
ScudLes Law and n o t  b e  pe rsuaded  by tile s h o r t - r a z g c  ~ ~ l f i r ; h , ? e s s  t h a t  has  
p ro r?> ted  t h e  h z t i - H . 3 .  343 motives. 

Your wisdom, i n s i g h t  and i m p a r t i a l  1eadzrsF:ip i s  c e r t a i c i y  s o i i c i t e c ;  on this 
p r l t t e r .  W e  i m p l o r e  t h a t  whatever  d e c i s i o n  yoiJ render, :hat y n u  c3e 2s y o x r  
yrit:dsti.ck., t h e  w e l f a r e  and g e n e r a i  b c n ~ f i t s  of ctiildr?:;;, fcr t h e y  c l i p  o u r  ~0:;: 
p r e c i o u s  r e s o u r c e ,  They are more i ;r ,portant  t h a n  motley, ni:lLerial:;, c u r ~ : i c u l i i n  

,?- o r  s c h o o l  p e r s o n n e l .  They a r e  t h e  essence  o f  i i f e .  iiiT2ir f u t u r e ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  
v a l u e s  and  p r e j u d i c e s  depend on t h e  inforni;-ition t h e t  we p r e . ~ i l e  f o r  t hc r~ .  
IT i s  t h e  r i .ght  of a l l  chi.l.dren t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  ocher groups frorn i n f o r n a ~ i o ~  
which i s  u n b i a s e d ,  a c c u r a t e  and n o t  d s S . e a d i n g .  T h i s  i d e a l  i s  a n u s t  if 
we a r e  go ing  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  improvs. t h e  c o ~ m u n i c a t i o i l  brt iaeen t h e  I n d i a r L  a n d  
t h e  Non-Indian. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

E a r r y l  Fl. Gray 
Chc?im.c?n 
G r e a t  F a l l s  I n d i a n  A c t i o n  Councfl 

C o n p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Counc i l  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

D.irry1 ?I. Gray, Cha i rnan  
l iober  t Van Gunten,  Vice-Chair~nan 
J .  Fred Bourdeau, Councy A t t o r c e y  
Jack Anderson,  Chief o f  P o l i c e  



C h r i s  Cherches ,  C i t y  Manager 
Eugil S p a l l ,  C i t y  Corrmissioner 
F r a n k l i n  S t e y a e r t ,  County Com.issioner 
J o e l  Ro t h ,  Judge 
Sandra  Watts , P,ttcrney 
F a t h e r  Anthony C r e g o r i ,  P r o f e s s o r ,  CGF 
D r .  f I a ro ld  Venaas,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of PubiLc Schools  - Grelt ~ 3 1 1 ~  

W i l l i a m  Cady, D i r e c t o r ,  Plo~:tnna Job  S i r v i c e  
Clenn Osborne,  County Sheri-f f 
E a r o l d  :.icLaughlin, D i r e c t o r ,  Wel fa re  Dep ;r t i . . -~nt 
D r .  i l u r ton  McCluskey, D l  r d s t o r  I n d i a n  St:idids 
50b Wrigh t ,  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r ,  CGF 
Revrerend J a k e  Beck, A.C.L .U.  
Carl Gladue,  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  In<. 
Ed La:!ere, D i r e c t o r ,  I n d i a n  Educa t ion  C e n t e r  
Irene SmiLh, Cormunity Developri?r?nt C o o r d i n a i o r  
G e r a l d i n e  T r a v i s ,  U. S . C i v i l  R i g h t s  Coi?-iission 
Crac-e E ' a i r h u r s t  
Ken G i n g r a s  
Do11 S x i t h  
Greg H i r s t  
J a n e t  Evans 
Tamy Gard ipee  
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SAINT hlARYS RECTORY 
17UO hlISSOULA AVENUE 

HELENA, hlC)lcrTANh 
F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1979 

SENATE: Chairman o f  E d u c a t i o n  C?-.mittee: 

As a spokesman f o r  t h e  S t .  ?:1ary1s Parlsh 
S s c i a l  J u s t i c e  P ~ o j e c t ,  which includes 
a  X a t i v ?  Americans  i n  H o n i a r a  P : 7 ~ g ~ ~ - i n ,  ye ---- -----_'&-.---- 
f a i l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  n a n d a t o r ;  s i x  c r e d i s  h o u r  
b i l . 1 .  

Ye feel t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r e  a n 6  h i s c o r y  o f  t h e  
; ; a t i v e  Amer i cans ,  m u s t  b e  t a u g h t  i n  o u r  
: .sr . tana s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  :sle o p p o r a  S 3  113. 

Sincerely y o u r s ,  




