
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
RULES 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 6 ,  1 9 7 9  

The m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  Rules  Committee was c a l l e d  t o  
o r d e r  by Chairman S t e p h e n s  a t  6:50 p.m. on t h e  above  d a t e  i n  
Room 331  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  

ROLL CALL: A l l  members were p r e s e n t ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  
S e n a t o r s  Graham, Smi th ,  and T h i e s s e n .  

Chairman S t e p h e n s  a s k e d  John L a r s o n ,  Amendments C o o r d i n a t o r  
t o  t e l l  t h e  committee what  h e  h a s  r e s e a r c h e d  on t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  
q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  f c l l o w i n g  b i l l s :  

HCUSE BILL 8 3 3  ( i n t r o d u c e d  by McBride) :  A BILL FOR AN ACT 
ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE CREATION AND C0I;NEYANCING 
OF SOLAR EASEFIENTS. " ( P a s s e d  House, r e f e r r e d  t o  R u l e s  Committee. ) 

SENATE BILL 480  ( I n t r o d u c e d  by Towe, Palmer)  "AN ACT ESTABLISHING 
DIRECT ACCESS TO SUNLIGHT AS A PROPERTY RIGHT PROTECTED BY LAW AND 
AUTHORIZING PERMIT SYSTEMS FOR USE AND APPLICATION O F  SOLAR ENERGY." 
( K i l l e d  i n  N a t u r a l  Resources  Committee 2/19.) 

Both b i l l s ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  c r e a t e  a p r o p e r t y  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
s u n l i g h t .  Both b i l l s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  i n  t r a n s f e r r i n g  o f  
t h e  r i g h t  t h r o u g h  w r i t t e n  i n s t r u m e n t .  The d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  b i l l s .  
was t h a t  o n e  re l ies  on t h e  l e g a l  v e h i c l e  o f  a n  easement ;  . t h e  
o t h e r  b i l l  re l ies  on a  sys tem of  w r i t t e n  a p p i i c a t i o n  and l o c a l  
r e g u l a t i o n .  

A f t e r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  a n 6  t e s t i m o n y  by s p o n s o r s  of 
b o t h  b i l l s ,  S e n a t o r  Turnage  moved t h a t  H . E .  8 3 3  be approved  and 
r e - r e f e r r e d  t o  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  Committee. Motion c a r r i e d .  

BOUSE BILL 3 8 7  ( i n t r o d u c e d  by S a l e s )  "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A 
METHOD OF DETERJIINING THE COMPENSATION OF COUNTY OFFICIALS AND 
EMPLOYEES: A N E N D I N G  SECTIONS 7-4-2108, e t c .  (Passed House, re- 
f e r r e d  t o  R u l e s ) .  

SENATE BILL 2 0 6  ( i n t r o d u c e d  by Regan) "AN ACT TO CHANGE THE METHOD 
CF ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR COUNTY ELECTED OFFICIALS PSJD OTHER 
COUNTY EMPLOYEES; PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN CONDITIONS; AMENDING 
SECTIONS 7-4-2108, e t c .  ( K i l l e d  2 / 2 3 ) .  

These  two b i l l s  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  County C o m i s s i o n e r s  s e t t i n g  
s a l a r i e s .  Both b i l l s  amended t h e  same s e c t i o n s  o f  the law and 
r e p e a l e d  t h e  s a n e  s e c t i o n s .  Both b i l l s  r e l i e d  on t h e  same 
l a n g u a g e ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  c n l y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  e i g h t  wdrds  t h a t  
were d i f f e r e n t .  

I 
D i s c u s s i o n  f o l l o w e d .  Senat f i r  T u r n a g e  moved t h a t  t h e s e  b i l l s  

f a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  rule o f  s i m i l a r i t y ,  t h e r e f o r e  cannot be c o n s i d e r e d .  
:4o t i o n  c a r r i e d .  
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S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  a d v i s e d  the  c o m m i t t e e  that H . B .  113 was 
i m p r o p e r l y  r e c e i v e d  by t h e  S e n a t e  b e c a u s e  it w a s  n o t  accompan ied  

a 
by a s t a t e m e n t  of i n t e n t .  S e c t i o n  2 s p e l l s  out d i s p o s i t i o n  of 
d e f u n c t  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ,  and t o  remedy t h e  s i t u a t i o n  it was 
reconmended  by S e n a t o r  Turnage  t h a t  t h i s  e n t i r e  s e c t i o n  be dropped 
f rom t h e  b i l l .  

A n o t h e r  c a s e  i n  p o i n t  i s  H . B .  4 0 6  wh ich  was e x p l a i n e d  by 
S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  a s  l a c k i n g  a s t a t e m e n t  of i n t e n t .  To s a t i s f y  
t h i s  d e f i c i e n c y  S e n a t o r  Turange  recommended t h a t  t h e  Rules 
Commit tee  w r i t e  a s t a t e m e n t  o f  i n t e n t .  

M e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  7:15 p . m .  

S t a n  S t e p h e n s ,  Chai rman 
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S T A I  E PUB. CO. 
H e l e n a .  Mont. 
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