
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 6 ,  1979 

The meeting of t h e  Local  Government Committee was c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  by Chairman George McCallum a t  12:40 i n  Room 405 of  
t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Bui lding.  

ROLL CALL: A l l  members were p r e s e n t  w i th  t h e  excep t ion  
o f  S e n a t o r s  Lockrem and Watt. 

Dennis Taylor ,  s t a f f  r e s e a r c h e r ,  was a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

Many v i s i t o r s  were i n  a t tendance .  (See a t t a c h m e n t - )  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 2 7 6 :  Represen ta t ive  Ralph 
Euda i ly ,  o f  D i s t r i c t  1 0 0 ,  ch i e f  sponsor of  House B i l l  276, 
gave a b r i e f  resume. This  b i l l  i s  an a c t  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  f i x i n g  o f  municipal  s a l a r i e s ;  per -  
m i t t i n g  t h e  f i x i n g  of s a l a r i e s  by ord inance  o r  r e s o l u t i o n ;  and 
d e l e t i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  a  municipal  o f f i c e r  may n o t  r e c e i v e  
an i n c r e a s e  o r  d e c r e a s e  i n  pay du r ing  a  term of  o f f i c e .  T h i s  
b i l l  would make l e g a l  what many l o c a l  governments have been 
doing i l l e g a l l y  f o r  a  number of  y e a r s  because of c o n f l i c t s  and 
confus ion  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t u t e s .  

B i l l  Cregg, Missoula Mayor, spoke on t h e  p o i n t  of n o t  b e i n g  
a b l e  t o  r a i s e  s a l a r i e s  du r ing  t h e  t e r m  of o f f i c e .  M r .  Cregg 
s t a t e d  h i s  suppor t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

Dan Mizner, of t h e  League of C i t i e s  and Towns, s t a t e d  h i s  
g r o u p ' s  suppor t  of  t h e  b i l l .  M r .  Mizner r epo r t ed  t h a t  75 o r  80 
towns have ve ry  s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s  about  t h i s .  

Jim Jensen ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana M a g i s t r a t e s  Associa-  
t i o n ,  s tood  i n  suppor t  of t h e  b i l l .  

With no f u r t h e r  proponents  Sena to r  McCallum c a l l e d  on t h e  
opponents.  Hearing none, t h e  meeting was opened t o  a q u e s t i o n  
and answer p e r i o d  from t h e  Committee. There were no q u e s t i o n s  
o r  d i s c u s s i o n  from t h e  Committee. 

DISPOSITION O F  HOUSE B I L L  276 :  A motion was made by Sena- 
t o r  Conover t o  g i v e  House B i l l  276 a  recommendation o f  "BE CON- 
CURRED I N "  from t h e  Committee. Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 327: I n  t h e  absence of  Repre- 
s e n t a t i v e  J a y  Fabrega,  ch i e f  sponsor of  HB 327, Dean Zinnecker ,  
of t h e  Montana Assoc i a t i on  o f  Count ies ,  p resen ted  t h e  b i l l .  
Th i s  b i l l  i s  an a c t  t o  amend s e c t i o n  15-8-104, MCA; e l i m i n a t i n g  
t h e  requi rement  t h a t  a  county pay f o r  a u d i t s  conducted by t h e  
Department of  Revenue, and provid ing  t h a t  t h e  c o s t s  of an a u d i t  
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be paid by the department; and providing an immediate effective 
date. At the present time, counties are responsible for paying 
the Department of Revenue costs for conducting audits to deter- 
mine taxable value of selected items. The Constitution states 
this function to be a responsibility of the State. The counties 
do not request the audits and the audit financing should be in- 
cluded as part of the overall State responsibility. Counties 
have no way to budget or control the costs. The fiscal analyst 
report shows that the fiscal effect would be around $1100. 

There were no proponents or opponents to the bill. There 
were no questions from the Committee. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 327: A motion was made by Sena- 
tor O'Hara to give House Bill 327 a recomendation of "BE CON- 
CURRED IN" from the Committee. ~otion carried unanirr~ously. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE EILL 341: Representative Harold 
Gerke, of District 62, sponsor of House Bill 341, gave a brief 
resume on the bill. This bill is an act to delete the require- 
ment that claims against the county be certified. This bill 
just deletes the requirement of claims having to be certified. 
This has been requested by the Legislative Audit Committee. 
Representative Gerke presented a sample claim to the Committee. 1 
(See attachment.) 

Mr. Jim Northerly, of the Legislative Audit Committee, re- 
ported that there are other sections in the codes which cover 
criminal penalties for falsification of claims. 

There were no proponents or opponents to House Bill 341. 
The meeting was opened to a question and answer period from the 
Committee. Some discussion was held. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE EILL 341: A motion was made by Sena- 
tor Thomas that House Bill 341 be given the reco~mendation of 
"BE CONCURRED IN" from the Committee. Motion carried unanimously. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 361: Representative Ernie Das- 
singer, of District 50, chief sponsor of the bill, gave a brief 
resume. This bill is an act to amend section 7-4-2108, MCA, to 
increase the expenses allowed a member of a board of county com- 
missioners who resides 50 miles or more from the county seat and 
performs official duties in the county seat. 

This bill attempts to allow the commissioners the same 
amount as the legislators receive when they are away from home 
on official business. 

Dean Zinnecker, of the Montana Association of Counties, 
1 

stated his support of the bill and said that he felt this would 
save the counties money in the long run. 
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There were no opponents to House Bill 361. 

The meeting was opened to a question and answer period 
from the Committee. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 361: A motion was made by Sena- 
tor Rasmussen that House Bill 361 receive a "BE CONCURRED IN" 
recommendation from the Committee. Kotion carried unanimously. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 610: In the absence of Repre- 
sentative James Azzara, of District 96, Jim Jensen, of the Mon- 
tana Magistrates Association, presented the bill. This bill is 
an act to increase juror's fees in courts not of record. This 
bill would raise from $7.50 to $12 per day the amount recieved 
by jurors of courts not of record, This is just for justice of 
khe peace courts. The amount was established at the present 
rate in the 19501s, other court juror's fees were raised during 
the last Legislature. 

There were no proponents or opponents to the bill. The 
meeting was opened to a question and answer period from the Com- 
mittee. Discussion was held, 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 610: A motion was made by Sena- 
tor Peterson to give a "BE CONCURRED IN" recomendation from the 
Committee. Motion carried unanimously. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 392: Representative Kathleen 
McBride, of District 85, chief sponsor of the bill, gave a brief 
resume. This bill is an act to clarify the relationship between 
voluntary fire districts and fire departments and city-county 
consolidated local governments and providing an immediate effec- 
tive date. Representative McBride stated this bill is merely a 
clarifying of the laws and removes the problems that occur with- 
out it. 

Art Korn, secretary-treasurer of the Montana State Volunteer 
Firemen's ~ssociation, stated his group's support of the bill and 
urged passage of House Bill 392. Mr. Korn stated that this bill 
can be termed a mere house cleaning bill, to clarify uncertainty 
in the law arising out of certain consolidations of the city and 
county government which have occured recently. Mr. Korn offered 
an amendment and written testimony. (See attachment.) 

Dave Fisher, representing the Montana State Volunteer Firemen, 
stated his support of the bill. 

Richard Tretheway, Fire Coordinator for Butte - Silver Bow, 
stood in ~u;~ort of the bill. 

I 
DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 392: A motion was made by Sena- 

tor Peterson that House Bill 392 receive a "BE CONCURRED IN" 
recommendation from the Committee. Motion carried unanimously. 
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CONSIDERP-TION OF HOUSE BILL 644: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C h r i s  
S t o b i e ,  o f  Dis t r i c t  2 3 ,  c h i e f  s p o n s o r  of HB 644, gave  a  b r i e f  
resume.  T h i s  b i l l  i s  a n  ac t  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  board of c o u n t y  com- 
m i s s i o n e r s  t o  set c o u n t y  s u r v e y o r ' s  f e e s  by r e s o l u t i o n .  T h i s  
fee i s  p r e s e n t l y  se t  by law. 

T h e r e  were no p r o p o n e n t s  o r  opponen t s  t o  t h e  b i l l .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE B I L L  644: A mot ion  was made by Sena- 
t o r  S t o r y  t o  g i v e  House R i l l  644 a  r ecormenda t ion  o f  "BE CON- 
CURRED IN" from t h e  Committee. Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously.  
S e n a t o r  McCallum o f f e r e d  t o  c a r r y  t h e  b i l l  on t h e  f l o o r .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 559:  I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  Repre- 
s e n t a t i v e  George J o h n s t o n ,  of D i s t r i c t  13 ,  c h i e f  s p o n s o r  of t h e  
'bill, John B e l l  gave  a  b r i e f  resume of  t h e  b i l l .  T h i s  b i l l  i s  
a n  ac t  t o  i n c r e a s e  from $ 2  t o  $ 4  t h e  f ee  a  s h e r i f f  may c h a r g e  
f o r  s e r v i c e  o f  summons and c o m p l a i n t  on e a c h  d e f e n d a n t ;  t o  p ro -  
v i d e  t h a t  up t o  2 5 %  o f  such  f e e s  c o l l e c t e d  s h a l l  be  u s e d  t o  pay 
t h e  s h e r i f f ' s  a n n u a l  d u e s  i n  t h e  S h e r i f f s '  and Peace  O f f i c e r s '  
A s s o c i a t i o n  and t h e  r e m a i n i n g  7 5 8  of  such  fees s h a l l  be c r e d i t e d  
t o  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  general  fund.  M r .  B e l i  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  not 
tax money, o n l y  f e e  money. M r .  B e l l  showed a magazine which t h e  
s h e r i f f s  s e l l  a d s  i n  f o r  a  s o u r c e  o f  r cvenue .  The s h e r i f f s  do  
n o t  l i k e  t o  t a k e  money from t h e  Main S t r e e t  Merchants .  

Dale Dye, p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Montana S h e r i f f s '  and Peace  O f -  
f i c e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  h i s  s u p p o r t  of t h e  b i l l .  M r .  Dye 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  would a l l o w  t h e  c o u n t i e s  t o  pay t h e  s h e r i f f  
and d e p u t i e s  d u e s  t o  t h e  ~ s s o c i a t i o n .  These have  a lways  been 
funded t h r o u g h  t h e  s a l e  of  a d s  i n  t h e i r  magazine.  M r .  Dye s t a t e d  
t h a t  h e  f e e l s  t h e  p r e s e n t  method of funding t h i s  is d e g r a d i n g  to 
t h e  law enforcement  program. The S h e r i f f s '  and Peace  O f f i c e r s r  
A s s o c i a t i o n  f u n d s  t h e  Yel lowstone  Boys' Ranch, Montana T e l e t y p e  
System, a_.Memorial S c h o l a r s h i p  f u n d ,  3n3 a l s o  t h e  dog compound a t  
B e l t .  T h i s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c o u n t y  ?>;,era1 f u n d .  

With no f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s ,  M c C a l l m  c a l l e d  on t h e  o p p o n e n t s .  
H e a r i n g  none,  t h e  m e e t i n g  was opened c c ~  a  q u e s t i o n  and answer per- 
i o d  f rom t h e  Committee. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 559:  A motion w a s  made by ' S e n a t o r  
O'Hara t o  g i v e  House B i l l  559 a  recommendation o f  "BE CONCURRED 
IN" from t h e  Committee. ~ o t i o n  c a r r i e d  unanimously.  

ADJOURN: With no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  the meet ing  was a d j o u r n e d  
a t  1:30.  The n e x t  mee t ing  w i l l  b e  h e l d  on  Thursday,  March 8 ,  a t  
12:30 t o  c o n s i d e r  House B i l l s  54,  399, 494, 493, 488, 4 4 2 ,  and  476.  
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APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: * I 

. . 

DO YOU: SUPPORT? .. ,WIND? OFPOSE? 

COMMENTS : 

PLEASE LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATEMENTS WITH THE COMMITTEE SECRETARY. 
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NAME: - DATE : 

PHONE : -7 29- 4 3 - -  

REPRESENTING WHOM? ' I  I ,  ;1 A-r_ sflR./ , 

APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: /-I C &/?? 

W YOU: SUPPORT? X A M e N D P  OPPOSE? 

, COMMENTS: 

b 1 PLEASE LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATEMENTS WITH THE COMMITTEE SECRETARY. 



/- " 'I - 
,J 

WJ4.E : / / :, , ' c  J DATE : 4 

/ 

ADDRESS : /'- / - .  . 

. / ,- - i 
' I  I 

REPRESENTING WHOM? ', 7' . 1 
L C  - * .  

1 

- 
- 7  - , * 4; 

APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: f-45 .U - - L 
:, :. ,J 

DO YOU: SUPPORT? ,'f AMEND? OPPOSE? 

PLEASE LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATEI-ENTS WITH THE COKYITTEE SECRETARY. 



I NORTHCENTRAL MGNTAPIA COMhZUNiTY 
MENTAL HEALTH CENTER 
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b Grea! Fal ls,  Montana 59403 
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From t h  iefiee nf 
AmWR J. KO?Ci, & c ' ~ - T r $ = .  

1918 Ea. W~ah1qtb;)s  6 t . 
Ex&?, l.h&asa 5 2 7 6 1  

F e b r u s r y  23 ,  1?79 

The ?.?ontana S t a t e  V o l u n t e e r  t i remen Is i s s o c i a t i a ~  s ~ ? ~ s r t s  ~ n d  u r z e s  
Dassage  o f  2ouse  B i l l  332 w i t h  t h e  aaendaents a t t a c h e d .  ?>is b i l l  c a n  
b e  termed a mere bouse c lean i r .5  b i l l ,  t o  c l a r i f y  u n c e r t a i n t y  i n  t h e  l s w  
a r i s i n z  o u t  o f  c e r t a i n  c 3 n s o l i d s t i 3 ~ s  o f  c i t y  and c 3 u c t y  governzen t  
which hzve o c c u r r e d  r e c e n t l y ,  

Bn example i s  t h e  c o n s o l i d z t i ~ n  o f  T'X ~ o v e r n m e ~ 3 s  - o f  t h e  C i t y  3 f  Bu- t t e  
end S i l v e r  9 g w  C3unty. I n  t%st c s s e ,  t k s  c ~ n s o i i d a t i g n  Prss s c c o ~ p l i s h e d  
by a d o p t i ~ n  o f  s c h z r t e r ,  acd t h e  p rgp?oen t s  o f  t h e  c k a r t e r  a s s u r e d  

I 
v 3 l u n t  e e r  f i r e a e n  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i 3 ~  oS r 2 l x n t e e r  f i r?  d e s ~ r t z e s t s  2nd 
t?:e r i g h t s  sf v c l u n t e o r  f i r e y e n ,  i n c l u d i - 2  such  things as 2ens ion  r i z h t s  
af v ~ l u n i e e r  f i r e z e ~ ,  i n s x r a n c e ,  w3rker ' s  c ~ a p e n s z t  i a n ,  etc., would 

I 
c o t  be a f f e c t e d .  It rrzs r e c s z g i z e d  5?1~~",cc-r,tir?ztlin sf v2luntoer f i r  

zt an e c o n o n i c s l  c 3 s t .  
d e g a r t - i e n t s  i s  22 2ff e c t i v e  !?e2~1s 3 f  ~ 3 ~ : i " G i i l g  c o ~ p e t e 3 t  f i r e  2 r o t e c t  

The 3 u t C e - S i l v e r  3ow Z h s r t e r  p r c ~ v l d e s  : 11 , ~ e c t  i o n  7.25-Fire 3 e ; a r t ~ e z t  s. 8 

-- C ' -  - ., -:3-,!ever, tk3 q 7 ~ e s : ' ~ x  ?x ' f ,2222 r,.1:32 . , - C ; ~ ~ ~ ? ? L ' S  71 > r ~ v ' , ~ l r 3 n s  
L' - of r , ~ t  t r - - 3 i l T , r t ? r  33:: Z' : . - i r te r ,  31: t h e  c g r o p r i z t e  p r o i r l s i o n s  o f  o t h e r  

documents e s t a b l i s h i n g  a c i t y - c ~ u z t y  c o n s o l i d s t i g n ,  t h e  newly 
I 

c o n s o l i d s t e d  area c o n s t i t u t e s  ap-d i n c o r a s r z t e d  a r s z  a s d  t h e r e f o r e  
no l o n g e r  f a l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o v i s i 3 n s  o f  F z r t s  2 1  and 23, Cha? te r  3 3 ,  

I I T i t l e  7 of t h e  I.:ontans Codes, which r e f e r s  t o  ur;_imcorForatedIt sr2as. 
I 

and would p r e s e r v e  t h e  o g e r a t i o n  o f  v 2 l u n t e e r  f i r e  d e ~ a r t s e n t s  and t h e  
r i ~ 3 t s  o f  v o l u n t e e r  f i r e 2 e s  by  nakin3 c l e s r  t h e t  f o r  t k e  2 u r s o s e  of 

If 

cC 
1-ye proposed a ~ e n d n e n t  m u l d  c a r r y  o u t  i n t z r t i s c  o f  the cons3li6atc1r 

? l r t s  2 1  2nd 23, t h e  term " u n i ~ c l r ~ o r a t ~ 3  i s  esyzndsd A $9 inclu.de 

I 
BuC:ce;sd dr Oeitetnmt r j  4. =r% .T~,L~:~~ 2yZ;-: , 

r* 4 "  ..-a ..,I...+ 4hJ- 4""nAI..+a-- :" A -.-- c - .  - L A 1 > 








