
MINUTES 

FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 6, 1979 

The eighteenth meeting of the Fish and Game Commit- 
tee was called to order by Vice Chairman Galt at 1:00 P.M., 
in Room 402 of the State Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present, with the ex- -- 
ception of Chairman Smith who was attending another meet- 
ing 2nd would return shortly, and Senator Stimatz, who 
was excused. 

CONSIDERATION OF HB 782, A BILL FOR AN ACT EN- 
TITLED: "AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE ANNUAL REGISTRATION OF 
SNOWMOBILES AND ASSESSING A REGISTFLATION FEE; REVISING 
THE TITLE REQUIFEMENTS FOR SNOWMOBILES; REVISING THE 
REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS FOR SNOW4OBILE DEALERS; GENERALLY 
REVISING FEES AND THEIR ALLOCATION; PROVIDING A REGISTRA- 
TION EXCEPTION FOR NONRESIDENT SNOWMOBILE RACERS; ELIMINA- 
TING THE DISCRETION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GPJvIE 
OVER DECIBEL STANDARDS." 

Representative William ("Red") Menahan, Chief 
Sponsor, explained the bill and presented a statement from 
the Montana Snowmobile Association, outlining proposed 
amendments. (Attachment #1) He then went through the 
amendments in final form. (Attachment #2) 

Mr. Ken Hoovestol of Billings, Legislative Chair- 
man of the Montana Snowmobile Association, stated he 
agreed with Representative Menahan's testimony. 

There being no further proponents and no opponents, 
Chairman Smith closed the hearing on HB 782, and opened 
the neeting to questions from the Committee. 

Senator Manley explained the first proposed amend- 
ment, saying it will make snowmobiles legal on private 
land without licensing. 

ADOPTION OF AMENDMENTS: Senator Manley made a 
motion to adopt the proposed amendments. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
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DISPOSITION OF HE 782: Senator Manley made a motion 
that HB 782, AS AMENDED, BE CONCURRED IN. 

Senator Goodover asked if he could take his machines 
without licenses on private property. Senator Manley said 
he could, if he transported them on a trailer and had the 
landowner's permission to be on his property. 

Senator Van Valkenburg asked about the 78 decibel 
standard - had it been a problem to the Fish and Game De- 
partment? Mr. Robert Bird, Safety and Training Bureau 
Chief, Law Enforcement Division, Department of Fish and 
Game, replied it had not been a problem thus far. 

The motion carried unanimously, with Senator 
Stimatz being excused. HB 782 went out of Committee with 
an AS MENDED, BE CONCURRED IN recommendation. 

CONSIDERATION OF HB 648, A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 
"AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE FISH AND 
GAME COP4MISSION AND THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME IN RE- 

, GARD TO PARKS AND RECREATION. " 

Representative John Scully, Chief Sponsor, explain- 
ed the amendments he was proposing to the bill. (Refer to 
items 1, 3, 4, and 5 of the Standing Committee Report.) 

Mr. Hoovestol said his association concurred with 
the amendments proposed by Representative Scully, and ask- 
ed for the Committee's support of the bill. 

After discussion, Representative Scully said he 
had no objection to changing the bill to remove the stipu- 
lation requiring that an attorney serve on the Fish and 
Game Commission. 

ADOPTION OF AMENDPENTS: Senator Van Valkenburg 
made a motion that sections 2, 3, and 5 of the bill be 
stricken. He further moved to adopt Representative Scully's 
amendments and change the bill title to conform with them. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

Senator Manley read a proposed amendment stating 
the governor is not required to appoint an attorney to 
serve as a member of the commission. (Attachment # 3 )  
He then made a motion to adopt this amendment. 

Senator Goodover asked if the quasi-judicial por- 
tion of the bill would have to be removed to conform with 
the amendments. Debbie Schmidt, Legislative Council Re- 
searcher, said it would not. 
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Senator Manley stated he had discussed this amend- 
ment with ~epresentative Scully and received his approval 
on it. 

Mr. Woody Wright, attorney for the Department of 
Fish and Game, said he did not rise as a proponent or an 
opponent of the bill. 

Mr. Ken Hoovestol spoke in support of the bill. 

Debbie Schmidt said she didn't know whether Senator 
Manley's amendment was within the scope of the bill title. 

Mr. Hoovestol said this amendment would allow a 
person in any particular district to serve on the Commis- 
sion whether or not he was an attorney. Mr. Larry Putnam, 
Administrator of the Centralized Services Division, Depart- 
ment of Fish and Game, said he has observed Commission 
meetings for the last two years and witnessed that having 
attorneys on the Commission is an asset. 

Senator Galt asked Senator Manley if this would 
be within the scope of the bill title; Senator Manley 
replied he felt it would be. 

ADOPTION OF AMENDMENT: Senator Manley reiterated 
his motion to adopt the amendment and amend the bill title 
to conform with it. The motion carried unanimously by 
voice vote. 

DISPOSITION OF HB 648: Senator Van Valkenburg 
made a motion that HB 648, AS AMENDED, BE CONCURRED IN. 
The motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 767, A BILL FOR AN 
ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE A PREFERENCE FOR A LAND- 
OWNER OR LESSEE IN THE ISSUANCE OF SPECIAL ELK OK DEER -- 
LICENSES TO ALLEVIATE DAMAGE TO PRIVATE PROPERTY. 

Representative Gene Donaldson, Chief Sponsor, 
explained the bill, saying it will improve landowner- 
sportsman relations. Mr. Robert Van Der Vere, represent- 
ing himself, spoke in support of the bill, stating it will 
give property owners the opportunity to hunt on their . 
own lands. He stated it is for damage hunts only. 

Mr. Gene Allen, Administrator of the Wildlife 
Division, Department of Fish and Game, spoke in general 
support of the bill. He said the Department especially 
supports the amendment requiring some portion of a ranch 
be open to hunting during the regular season in order for 
that landowner to be eligible for preference during a late 
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season damage hunt. (Attachment #4) 

Senator ManPey asked about the 160-acre require- 
ment in the bill. Representative Donaldson said the ranch 
could not be less than 160 acres; however, it could be more. 

Senator Goodover asked who will determine what part 
of the ranch will be open to the public. Representative 
DonaPdson said that would be determined by the Fish and Game 
Department. Mr. Allen said the intent of the bill is to 
demonstrate cooperation between the hunter and the landowner; 
the Department did not expect a rancher to open up his entire 
ranch to hunting. 

Senator Galt said he would vote against this bill 
because he felt it would open up a "big can of worms." 
He said the Department of Fish and Garne does a service when they 
open special damage seasons, but there are other problems 
involved. 

Chairman Smith arrived at 1:40 P.M. 

DISPOSITION OF HB 767: Senator Anderson made a 
motion that HB 767 BE NOT CONCURRED IN. A roll call vote 
was conducted and carried 4-2, with Senators Manley and 
Van Valkenburg voting "no" and Senator Stimatz excised. 

DISPOSITION OF HB 247, A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 
AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE HUNTING OF MOOSE, SHEEP, AND GOAT 
BY HOLDERS OF SPECIAL BOW AND ARROW LICENSES WHEN THEY 
ALSO HOLD PREREQUISITE LICENSES. " 

Senator Anderson made a motion that HB 247 BE 
CONCURRED IN. 

Senator Manley said the landowner does not want 
hunters out in the field as early as September 8. Senator 
Anderson again mentioned the drawbacks with archers wearing 
camouflage clothing and the danger involved. Senator Manley 
reiterated he thought we should set aside separate areas 
for bow hunting, and he felt that would be the answer to 
the problem. 

Senator Goodover asked where the areas were and 
how big they were. Mr. Allen said there are very few 
separate areas. He said he wanted the Committee to realize 
that just because a hill is passed which says the Department 
can allow special archery seasons doesn't mean they will - 
do that. 
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Chairman Smith called for the question on HB 247. 
He reiterated Senator Anderson's motion that HB 2 4 5  BE 
CONCURRED IN. Following a roll call vote, the motion 
carried 5-1, with Senator Manley voting "no," and Senator 
Stimatz excused. 

ADJOURNPENT: Chairman Smith adjourned the meeting 
at 2:45 P.M. 

- 
r -- 

r l t  - 
SENATOR ED B. SMITH, CHAIRMAN 

EBS : s s  
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I l c~! ,~al ld ~ n u w r n o u l ~ d  i\!.i:;tJ';10 L l i i l l  

l e C 5  Lewis 
B i l l i n g s ,  MT 59102 

F e b r u a r y  19, 1 9 7 9  7 V L  
EXPLANATIONS A N D  SUPPORT OF F10--+%3 

T h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  a c t  we a r o  p r o p o s i n g  v a r i o u s  c h a n g e s  i n  d e f i n i t i o n s  and  procedures o f  
t h o  t i t l e l i n g  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  snowmobiles .  T h c s c  ct langos a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  conform w i  
s t a n d a r d  p r o c e d u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  mo to r  v e l i i c l e  department. 

A d d i t i o n a l  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  a r e  i t o m i z e d  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  below: 
Page 5, l i n e  7 t h r o u g h  1 4  

I 
T h i s  w i l l  remove t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  t h e  t i t l e  number to ba d i s p l a y e d  on b o t h  s i d e s  
o f  t h e  c o w l i n g  i n  t h r e e  i n c h  h i g h  numera l s .  T h i s  p r o v i s i o n  i s  n o t  o n l y  u n s i g h t l y  
a n d  d i f f i c u l t  t o  comply w i t h  b u t  h a s  p roven  t o  b e  u n n e c e s s a r y  f o r  e n f o r c m e n t  

1 
p u r p o s e s .  The s p o n s o r s  o f  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  1977 legislature h a v e  s i n c e  
r e c o g n i z e d  t h e s e  f a c t s  a n d  s u p p o r t  tlir: r d m o ~ a l  o f  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t .  

Page  8,  l i n e  21 - We s u p p o r t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  amendment: 
I 

S t r i k e  t h e  word "itt' a n d  i n  i t s  p l a c e  add  t h e  words  " b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  cowln .  
T h i s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  v i s u a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  c u r r e n t  r e g . i r ; t r a t i o n  f o r  e n f o r c m e ~ t ;  
p u r p o s e s .  

Pago 1 2 ,  l i n e  2 3  - 
1 

T h i s  i s  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  d e a l e r  l i c e n s i n g  f c e s  o f  $5 ( f i v c  d o l l a r s ) .  T h i s  i s  
..:. n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o v i d e  f u n d s  t o  t h o  mo to r  v e l i i c l e  d e p a t t m s n t  t o  prowido nccdod . . 

f 4 
a u t o m a t e d  r e c o r d k c e p i n g .  

b. / Pago 1 3 ,  l i n e  2 - 
We s u p p o r t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  amenr!mcnt: 
Rernovo t h o  words  " o p o r a t i n q  or" .  T h i s  l l r i l l  c l i rn i .na to  d r 7 a l n r s  f r r ~ ~ n  u s i n g  d o a l c r  
c a r d s  f o r  p l e a s u r e  r i d i n g  b u t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t h e  d c a l e r  u s e  o f  t h e s e  car r !s  f o r  
b u s i n o s s  p u r p o s e s .  

Pago 1 3 ,  l i n e  5 t h r o u g h  1 3  - I 
- 

T h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  snowmobi le  d e a l e r s  a r c  i n t e n d e d  t o  h a l p  eliminate t h e  
c h e a t o r s  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  a f f e c t  tho l e g i t i m a t e  d e a l e r .  

Page  1 6 ,  l i n e  1  t h r o u g h  4 - 
T h i s  w i l l  exempt t h e  o u t - o f - s t a t e  r a c e r  from r e g i s t r a t i o n  whcn t h o  machine  i s  u s e d  
s t r i c t l y  a n d  o n l y  f o r  r a c i n g .  T h i s  i s  a  common c o u r t e s y  e x t e n d e d  by most  s t a t e r , .  
The W e s t e r n  Snowmobile Racing  A s s o c i a t i o n  and  Montana Snowmobile A s s o c i a t i o n  f e e l  
t h i s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  and  r i g h t .  

I 
Page 1 6 ,  l i n e  4 t h r o u g h  1 7  - 

The d e l e t i o n  o f  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h  will rernovo t h c  a u t h o r i t y  from t h e  FZ lgh .md Garnc 
Depa r tmen t  t o  a r b i t r a r i l y  c h a n g e  t h e  sound 1r:vcl r e r lu i rnmcn t s  f o r  snow!;r>bilos s o l d  

i 
i n  Montana.  Tho l c ~ ~ . i n J . a t i r r o  t l l i l l  t l ~ u r ,  bo the! s o l o  i ~ u l ; t j o r i t y  i.n tliis n~;ll;tcr o r ~ d  
p r e s o n t  l a v o l  l i ~ r ! i L a t i o n s  o f  70 d11A b r i l l  ro l~ ln in  a s  [lrc)vj.tlr:cl i n  23-2-G34 p a r a g r a p h  

- Thore  n r o  1 4 2 , 0 0 0  s n o \ m o b i l o r s  i n  l lon tana  ( 1C-1'17 s t u d y  by t t ~ o  Dcpt .  o f  I n t o r m o r  ) 
- 29 ,064  snownlobi les  a r o  nn\,l o p c r n t i  ncj i n  Montana 
- Snowmobi l ing  i s  t h e  t h i r d  f a s t e s t  g rowing  s r l o r t  i n  U.S. ( r e c e n t  N i e l s o n  P o l l  I) 
- U.S. S a l e s  a r e  up 26% i n  '77 -'?a o v c r  '713 - ' 7 7  
- T h e r o  a r c  165 snot~nnobi lo  r l e a l c r s  i n  Montana. 

3 - Snowmobi l ing  a d d s  $415 m i l l i o n  t o  t h e  oconomy o f  Montana e a c h  y e a r .  



Amrnendrnents  t o  HE-782 
l' 

P a g e  8 ,  L i n e  1 9  
F o l l o w i n g  " o p e r a t e d "  
I n s e r t  " o n  p u b l i c  l a n d s "  

P a g e  8 ,  L i n e  21 
F o l l o w i n g  " o n "  
S t r i k e  " i t "  
I n s e r t  " b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  c o w l , ' 1  

P a g e  1 1 ,  L i n e  21 
F o l l o w i n g  "yearT.,-" 
S t r i k e  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  l i n g  21 a n d  l i n e  2 2  t h r o u g h  l i n e  1 
o n  p a g e  1 2 .  Add "," . 

P a g e  1 2 ,  l i n e  11 
F o l l o w i n g  " e a e ~ d e d ~ "  
S t r i k e  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  l i n e  1 1  a n d  l i n e  1 2  t h r o u g h  17 .  

P a g e  1 3 ,  L i n e  2 
F o l l o w i n g  " w h e n "  
S t r i k e  " o p e r a t i n g  o r "  

T h e  a b o v e  5 a rnmendrnen t s  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  by  t h e  M o n t a n a  S n o w m o b i l e  
A s s o c i a t i o n .  



Amendments t o  House E i l l  N o .  6 4 8  

/ 1. P a g e  3 ,. l i n e  1.. 
1 

F o l l o w i n g :  " 2 - 1 5 - 1 2 4 . "  
I n s e r t :  " N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of 2 - 1 5 - 1 2 4 ( 1 ) ,  t h e  

1 

g o v e r n o r  i s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  a p p o i n t  a n  a t t o r n e y  t o  s e rve  a s  
a member of t h e  c o m m i s s i o n . "  



HB-767 

Statement by t h e  Montana Department of F i sh  and Game 

M r .  Chairman, committee members, I am Gene Al len ,  Administrator  of t h e  

W i l d l i f e  Div is ion  of t h e  Plontana Department of F i sh  and Game. I am he re  on 

behal f  of t h e  Department t o  speak i n  genera l  support  of t h i s  b i l l .  

We a r e  i n  genera l  support  of t h i s  b i l l .  We e s p e c i a l l y  support  t h e  

amendment t h a t  r e q u i r e s  some po r t ion  of a ranch be open t o  hunt ing  dur ing  

t h e  r e g u l a r  season i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h a t  landowner t o  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  preference  

dur ing  a  l a t e  season damage hunt.  Without t h i s  amendment, we be l i eve  t h i s  

b i l l  could be counterproduct ive  t o  recent  progress  made by t h e  Landowner/ 

Sportsman's Council .  

Thank you f o r  t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  comment. 



STAWDIFJG CGFdi4lTTEE REPORT 

PESIDBJT MR. .............................................................. 

PISR ADD GA!-IE ........................... We, your committee on ............................................................................................. : ............................... 

........ having had under consideration .......................................................................................... 8 . .  Bil l  No. ..... 6.4.8 .... 

Scully (Van VaIked2usg) 

BCIUSZ 648 ................... Respectfully report as follows: That ..........................................................................................................Bill No 

third reading bill, be =ended es folPot.7~: 

1. Title, lines 7 nnd 8 .  
Following: "RECRZriTIOi41 
I n s e r t :  '"DEIJ3TIIJG TEE PSQtJIFlEIIEZ-TT TEAT OOISZI; CO;if3ISSI023 $E?EEX BZ 321 

A'il'l'O.MEY; =;Dm 
Following: "2-15-3402," 
Strike: "73-16-301, 87-1-201," 
Insert: "X?Dm 
Folloving: "27-1-209,n 
Str ike:  "AzD 87-X-301,' 

2 .  Pago 3 r  l i n e  1. 
Follw:~ing: "2-15-126. " 
Insert: =tlotvrfthstandinrj the provisions of 2-15-124 ( I ) ,  thc Governor 
is not required to appoint an at torney to ccirvc a s  a nc~hrr of "the 
c o ~ s s i o n . "  

EZKEXX (continued) 

STATE PUB. CO.  
Helena, Mont. 

...................................................................................... .............. 
Chairman. 

24 



3.  Page 3 ,  l i n e s  2 t'mongh 7. 
Strike: section 2 in its aatiraty 

4. Page 3,  line 8. 
~ t x i k e :  s ec t ion  3 in fts cnt irety  
3en-x: e&sequen@ sectian 

5 .  Page 7 ,  l i n e  17. 
Strike: gec t fon  5 in its entircpy 

S T A T E  PUB. CO. 
Helena. Mont .  

- *-a 
b q * ? ? + &  Q..,, -2L -.$. qzr-.-7rs .. c'- 42. .q '...kk...~..t.!A A41.t  1 ........ .............................. ....... 

Chairman. 
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P ~ 1 D E : m  MR. .............................................................. 

FISH A13D GhliE We, your committee on ........................................................................................................................................................ 

XOUSP, having had under consideration .................................................................................................................. Bill No. ......... ?.3?. 

EO@S@ 7 3 2  Respec~fully report as follows: That ...................................................................................................... Bill No ................... 

third rezdin5 bill, be amendeE as fclLouc~: 

1. Page 3, lina 19. 
Following: "operatedb 
I n s e r t :  "on public lands" 

2 .  Page 8, lina 21. 
Pollo~ain5: "on" 
Strike: "it" 
i n s e r t :  "both sidcs of the c r r ~ L "  

3 .  Page 3.1, l i ~ ~  21. 
Fc?lLmring: "y23Z:" 
S t r i k a :  the xenafndcr of line 21 and l i n e s  22 t h r o n ~ h  lint 1 
page 12 

Insert: '.= 
r 

.................................................................................................... 
Chairman. S T A T E  PUB. CO. 

Helena. Mont. 



1 4 .  Paqo 12, l i n e  21 t!lrousil l i n e  17. 
~ o l l w i o ~  x - .az32~2@d~'' 

- 
Str ike:  the  r e z ~ l n d r r  of 11 end l i n g s  12 thrwagh 17 

5 .  Page 13, kine 2.  
Follwafing: 'whon" 
Strlka: '~perat ing  or" 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

Scna&~r..EG..  ..z .c... sF54t]3, ............................................. 
Chairman. 



STAldDlFlG CQFdFdITTEE R E P O R T  

PPZSIDEt-iT 
MR. .............................................................. 

FISH A9TD G I V E  ........................................................................................................................................................ We, your committee on 

EOUSE 767 
having had under consideration .................................................................................................................. Bill No. ................. 

UOUSE ................... 767 Respectfully report as follows: That ..................................................................................................... Bill No 

STATE PUB. C O .  
Helena,  M o n t .  

-..- .+: ,-. ; . . 
................................... ....- L,Z. .................. 4 ..., ........ ::.:: .............. /.- /L. 

SEIIP.W~ ED a. sttm~, Chairman. ,,, 
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m YES NO 
I 

- 

SMITII, Ed, Chairman / 

GALT, Jack E., Vice Chairman 

G ~ O ~ O V E R ,  Pat M .  I - I 

LN 

ANDERSON, Mike 

M A N L E Y  , John E. 1 I/---- 

I 

1 

I I 

S T I M A T Z ,  L a w r e n c e  G .  

Sherri R. Smith ED B. SMITH 

i 
I 

VAN VALKENBURG, Fred 

Secretary ChaiL.ma,r 
0 

L-.---- 

I 

I 

(include enough information on mtion--put with yellcw c ~ p y  of 
amnittee report.) 
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March 6 ................ ............ ................................................... ? 19 79 

PPXSIDEXT MR. .............................................................. 

FISH Al!D G?i!~Z ........................................................................................................................................................ We, your committee on 

EIOUSB .................................................................................................................. having had under consideration Bill No .................. 247 

Sml ly  (Anderson) 

, - 

.......... Respecrfully report as follows: That ................................................................................... 8 .  Bill No. ...? 3.7 ....... 

STATE PUB. C O .  
Helena. M o n t .  
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