MINUTES OF THE MEETING
STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE SENATE -t

March 2, 1979

The thirty~-third meeting of the State Administration Committee
was called to order by Chairman Pete Story on the above date in
Room 442 of the State Captiol at 10:00 A.M.

ROLL CALL: All of the Committee members were present, with the
exception of Sen. Bob Brown who was absent. Senators Roskie and
Rasmussen arrived late to the meeting.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL No. 337: The Chairman called on Rep.
Chris Stobie, House District 23, Thompson Falls, sponsor of the Bill,
to present his testimony.

Rep. Stobie introduced Tom Schneider, Montana PERS, to give an ex-
planation of the Bill's purpose.

Mr. Schneider stated this Bill would allow the PERS to pay a minimum
benefit for widows of deceased highway patrolmen which should have
been granted in 1975, but were not because of an error in drafting
that bill. This involves only 4 widows for a total of $1,200.00 a
month; the benefits are no different than all others covered by

the 1975 bill,

The Chairman asked for other proponents.

Joe Sol, Chief, Highway Patrol, supporting the Bill, testified it
was a humanitarian bill and would affect 4 ladies, all at least 75
years old, whose benefits from their husband's retirement had ceased.
The financial impact will not have a very big impact on the Patrol-
men's Retirement System.

Jim Turcotte, State PERS, stated the major consideration is that the
4 persons involved are widows are in excess of 75 years old, so the
length of time for these benefits will not be very great.

There being no opponents, the hearing was opened for questions.

Sen. Story questioned the ability to absorb this expense, to which
Mr. Turcotte replied he did not see any problem; no back benefits
would be paid. '

Sen. Ryan questioned if they had made an examination of their records
to see if any more might be hiding somewhere. Chief Sol answered
they have determined only the 4 persons. Mr. Turcotte added that
prior to 1972, retiring patrolmen were not told of the benefit option
in order to cover their surviving spouses; this merely corrects

that problem.

There being no further questions, the hearing on House Bill No. 337
was closed.
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CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL No. 290: The Chairman called on Rep.‘
George Johnston, House District 13, Cut Bank, sponsor of the Bill,
to present his testimony. .

Rep. Johnston testified that the last raise for these special deputy
state fire marshals was in 1973 which established the $40.00 a day
pay figure. This will have very little impact on these special
deputies who are not used very often - only when the fire marshal
can't go out in the field to investigate a fire. They are, however,'
specially-trained persons, and this pay is very low for what they do!

Further proponents were called for.

Robert E. Kelly, State Fire Marshal Bureau, supporting the Bill,
restated these spec1a1 deputies are used in the fleld only when the
state fire marshal is not available. l

Art Korn, Montana State Volunteer Firemen's Association, in support
of the Bill, urged its passage and felt this was a necessary raise. '

Robert H. Ellis, Montana State Volunteer Firemen's Association and
Trustee on the Helena Valley Fire Department, requested favorable
consideration for the Bill.

Dave Fisher, Montana Volunteer Firemen's Association and Montana Fi
Chiefs' Association, also supported the raise and the Bill's passa;.

There being no further proponents, and no opponents appearing, the
hearing was opened for questions. I

Sen. Story asked those persons supporting the Bill if they had been
used as one of these spec1al deputies, to which Mr. Fisher responded
that he had upon one occasion.

Sen. Jergeson questioned the $56 over $40 being an increase in ex-
cess of the President's wage guideline, to which Rep. Johnston re-
minded the Committee that this was for an 8-year period with no
raise.

There being no further questions, the hearing on House Bill No. 290
was closed.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL No. 189: Chairman Story called on Rep.
Kerry Keyser, House District 81, Ennis, to present his testimony as
sponsor of the Bill.

Rep. Keyser advised this was requested by the Department of Admini-
stration to clarify the present law relating to retirement age for
highway patrolmen. Page 3, line 7, is the only change from the
present law, and states that a patrolman may retire at age 60 if

he becomes 60 before he has 25 years of creditable service in.

Sen. Story questioned if the Patrol had an age beyond which they did
not accept people for their school, and was answered the age limit
is 35. Starting at 35, they have just enough time left to become l

eligible for full retirement at age 60 after 25 years' service.
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There has been a problem, Rep, Keyser stated, where some patrolmen
took a premature retirement; it was at a reduced rate, but the
additional length of time more than made up for the reduction in pay,
and he did not want to see the retirement system being depleted by
persons taking early pensions,

Proponents were called for.

Jim Turcotte, State PERS, supporting the Bill, submitted written
testimony, copy of which is attached to these Minutes, pertaining
to the effect an early retirement had on the system when it would
be paid for a longer length of time, beyond their years of service.

There being no opponents to the Bill, and no questions from the
Committee, the hearing on House Bill No. 189 was closed.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL No. 358: The Chairman called on Rep.
Aubyn Curtiss, House District 20, Fortine, sponsor of the Bill, to
present her testimony.

Rep. Curtiss advised the purpose of the Bill was to have a means

of keeping track of what government agencies were doing when the
legislature was not meeting. After reading her presentation, she
stated this was precipitated by an incident in which ashes were being
used for fertilizer. She also felt the interim committees were a
good way to keep in touch with agencies and what they were doing

and the regulations they were making in the absence of the legislature.
This Bill would require that these state agencies give notice of

any hearings on making rules or regulations to certain legislators.
She mentioned that perhaps it should be amended to specifically
include the chief sponsor of a bill among those persons to be given
this notice.

Further proponents were called for.

Robert A. Ellis, supporting the Bill, felt it was vital to have this
type of notice as when state agencies make these various rules and
regulations, they have the effect of a law. Particularly, the Fish
and Game and the Department of Natural Resources and Department of
Health use this as a means for calling the shots their way.

In response to Sen. Roskie's inquiry, Rep. Curtiss stated at lines
18 and 19, the bill's chief sponsors should be added.

Sen. Ryan questioned if this would pertain to the problem of rules
becoming laws unless the legislature prevented it specifically,
and Sen. Jergeson felt this pertained to agencies' rules with the
power of law behind it.

Sen. Roskie explained the Legislative Code Committee's procedure
with respect to this subject

There being no further proponents, no opponents and no further
guestions from the Committee, the Hearing on HB 358 was closed.
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CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL No, 227: The Chairman called on Rep. J
William (Red) Menahan, House Dicstrict 906, Anaconda, to present his
testimony as sponsor of the Bill,

Rep. Menahan testified passage of this Bill would allow a per diem
and travel expenses be paid to the board of athletics when board l
members travel to boxing matches around the state. The Board

has had authority to grant licenses to participants, ring attendants
officials, etc., and the language added on page 3 of the Bill allowsl
an increase in the license fee and changes it to an annual fee,
rather than having to buy a license for each event. He thought

this would be a protective measure for the public and provide some l
control over these boxing matches in trying to prevent fraud.

Sen. Story questioned the $25 per day figure; Rep. Menahan replied
that would be only when they were away from home; they did have to l
perform some duties at these matches and that this would come from
earmarked funds from the license fees, etc. There were only 3 of
these board members in the state this would pertain to: Sonny l
O'Day, Pat Connors & Boskovich. He added that the number of events
would be difficult to estimate and depends solely on how many

matches could be lined up, but that not all 3 of these officials -
were at the same place at the same time and it was to be paid only
when attending official functions.

In answer to Sen. Roskie's inquiry, Rep. Menahan responded that .
previously some percentage of the funds received at these matches

went to the VFW and so much went back to the State and that they

did not have any staff as services were furnished through Ed Carney’
office.

When questioned about licensing the promotors, Rep. Menahan stated ‘
that was not covered by this Bill and that the local organizations
were supposed to work that out with the local county commissioners;
the state doesn't deal with them..

Rep. Menahan replied no to Sen. Story's question regarding these
person's having authority to take the gate receipts to count. He
then referred to the Statement of Intent attached to the Bill.

Sen. Roskie commented in going through the laws pertaining to the
athletics board that they were so detailed as to defy understanding
and questioned if the purpose of having a board member present at
all matches was to enforce these rules and regulations. Rep.
Menahan thought the principal function was to make sure they had
gualified officials, referees and had some control in order to
conduct a fair program.

Referring back to the license fee charge under this Bill, Sen. Story
asked if this was for each event, to which Rep. Menahan replied it
was presently a $10 charge for each fight for a license. He added
that officials were paid so much per bout out of the gate receipts.
He advised that if the Committee would like to talk to Mary Lou
Crawford of the DPOL, she had worked on this for a long time and

was about as knowledgeable as anyone.
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In reply to Sen. Ryan's question, Rep. Menahan stated these people
had a great interest in sports and had to have a certain amount of
expertise in order to get a pro card.

There being no further guestions, the hearing was closed on House
Bill No. 227, '

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL No, 189: Sen. Greg Jergeson moved that
House Bill No, 189 BE CONCURRED IN. After a short discussion period,
upon roll call vote, the motion carried by unanimous vote of the
Committee members present, with Sen. Brown being absent.

FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL No. 290: Sen. Jergeson suggested
amending the $56.,00 figure to keep in line with the 5% increase
guideline.

Sen. Story reminded that this was not raised since 1973, and Sen.
Ryan commented that in the eastern part of Montana, this could be
an important function. .

Sen, Bill Hafferman moved that House Bill No. 290 BE CONCURRED IN.

Sen. Rasmussen asked where the money comes from to pay these people,
to which Sen. Story answered from insurance tax.

Upon vote, the motion carried without opposition, with Sen. Rasmussen
abstaining as he did not hear the testimony and Sen. Brown being
absent.

FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL No. 337: Chairman Story ex-
plained for the benefit of the members who had arrived late,

Sen, Jergeson suggested writing a statement of intent to the effect
that the Highway Patrol not go out looking for any more widows to
curtail the practice of requesting the legisalture to fund retire-
ment.

Discussion centered on the testimony which indicated that the 4
persons which this would affect had not had the opportunity to
select the option upon retirement to have their surviving spouses
covered.

Sen. Jergeson, after a discussion on pertinent rules. will have a
statement of intent prepared and submit it to the Committee at
the next meeting.

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL No. 358:» Senator Roskie moved that House
Bill No. 358 BE CONCURRED IN,.

After a short discussion on whether to amend to include having these
notices mailed to the bill sponsors, the motion was voted on and
carried without opposition, with Sen. Brown being absent.

Sen. Roskie will carry this Bill on the floor.
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Jergeson will sponsor House Bill No. 189.

DISPOSITION OF HQUSE BILL No. 187: Amendments proposed for thlS
bill were discussed; these pertained to changing the Bill back to
the way it was originally drafted.

Sen., Hafferman will carry House Bill No. 290 on the floor, and Se J

Sen. Rasmussen moved that House Bill No. 187 AS AMENDED, BE CONCURRED
IN; motion carried by unanimous vote of the members present, with
Sen. Brown being absent. Amendments are as shown on the attached
copy of the Standing Committee Report.

Sen. Rasmussen will carry this Bill on the floor. l

The secretary handed out the background material furnished by
the Governor's office relative to the confirmation of the persons l
appointed to the various cffices and boards, and the Chairman ex-

plained the procedure for handling these confirmations on the floor
today.

ADJOURNMENT :

There being no further business, the Chairman adjourned the meeting '

at the hour of 11:30 A.M.

Pete Story, Chairman
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