
MINUTES OF THE XEETING 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
MONTANA STATE SENATE 

AUG 1 0 1979 

OF MONTANA 

March 2, 1979 

The twentieth meeting of the Natural Resources Committee was 
called to order by Senator George F. Roskie, Chairman, at 
1:00 P.M., on the above date in Room 405 of the State Capi- 
tol Building. 

ROLL CALL: Upon roll call all members were present with the 
exception of Senator Thiessen. 

Mr. Jim Lear, Staff Attorney from the Legislative Council, 
was also present. See attached visitors register for the names 
of visitors present. 

CONSIDERATION OF HJR 17: "A joint resolution of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives of the State of Montana requesting 
the Committee on Priorities to assign a joint cornittee to con- 
duct an interim study of the need for energy forecasting in 
the state by an agency or agencies of the State of Montana." 

Chairman Roskie called on Representative Joe Quilici, District 
84, to present HJR 17 to the Committee. Representative Quilici 
stated that HJR 17 deals with energy forecasting and is asking 
for an interim study on the need for energy forecasting. Rep- 
resentative Quilici said he felt that before states got into 
energy forecasting they should have some direction and there 
is presently a need for more expertise and funds in the area 
of energy forecasting. 

Chairman Roskie then called for any other proponents to HJR 17. 
Mr. William Opitz, Executive Director from the Public Service 
Cornmission, spoke in favor of HJR 17 and said there is a need 
for forecasting right in the Major Facility Siting Act. 

Mr. Bob Anderson, Administrator, Energy Division of the Depart- 
ment of Natural Resources and Conservation, spoke in favor of 
HZR 17, and said they were ready and willing to assist an in- 
terim committee. He suggested HJR 17 be amended on page 1 
where it lists the forms of energy (lines 13 and 14) to in- 
clude a more specific list. He also suggested HJR 17 be a- 
mended on page 2, line 9 by changing Bureau of Reclamation 
to Western Area Power ~dministration. He also suggested that 
line 19, page 2 be striken after the word "maintain" as well 
as lines 20, 21, and 22 in their entirety. Mr. Anderson also 
suggested that HJR 17 be amended on page 3, line 8, by insert- 
ing "and resource" after "load" and again on line 9 zfter 
"load". 

There being no other proponents to HJR 17, Chairman Roskie 
called for any opponents to HJR 17 and there were none. 
Chairman Roskie opened the hearing to questions from the 
Committee. 
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S e n a t o r  Lockrem a s k e d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Qulllcl lf t h e  a m ~ n d n t e n t s  
p r o p o s e d  by M r .  A n d e r s o n  had  a l s o  b e c n  p r o p o s r d  i n  t h e  House .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Q u i l i c i  s a i d  t h e y  wcrc. Senator Lockrem a s k e d  
why t h e y  h a d  b e e n  r e j e c t e d .  R e p r e s c n t d t l v e  Q u l l i c i  s a i d  he 
h a d  r e j e c t e d  t h e  amendments .  H e  s a i d  he  was  n o t  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  
amendments  f o r  p a g e  3 b u t  d i d  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  l a r g u a g e  b e i n g  
s t r i k e n  o n  p a g e  2.  H e  a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  o n  page I ,  l i n e  1 2 ,  
it s a y s  " i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o "  p r i o r  t o  l l s t i n g  t h e  
f o r m s  o f  e n e r g y  s o  h e  f e l t  t h e  f i r s t  amendment was  u r i n s c e s s a r y .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Q u i l i c i  c l o s e d  by p o i n t i n g  o x t  t h a t  t h e  a o n n e -  
v i l l e  Power  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  u t i l i t i e s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  
d o i n g  f o r e c a s t s  a n d  n o  o n e  w a n t s  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  word f o r  it s o  
t h e r e  i s  a  n e e d  f o r  more  e n e r g y  f o r e c a s t i n g  i n  Montana.  

C h a i r m a n  R o s k i s  t h e n  c l o s e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  o n  H J R  1 7 .  C h a i r m a n  
R o s k i e  t h e n  i n f o r m e d  t h e  v i s i t o r s  t h a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  on HE 5 5 5  
had b e e n  c a n c e l l e d  u n t i l  > l a r c h  1 2 ,  but: would  g i v e  a n y o n e  
p r e s e n t  t h a t  had  cone t o  t e s t i f y  O R  HB 555 an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
t e s t i f y  a t  t h i s  h e a r i n g .  T h e r c  wcrc none .  

C O N S I D E I N T I O N  OF HB 4 0 5 :  "An a c t  t o  a l l ~ w  ase of i n t r o d u c e d  
s p e c i e s  i n  r e v e g e t a t i o n  o f  a r e a s  d i s t r u b e d  by  coa l  o r  u r a n i u m  
n i n i n g ;  a m e n d i n g  s e c t i o n s  82-4-232 a n d  82-4-233,  xA." 

C h a i r m a n  R o s k i e  c a l l e d  on R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Thomas C o n r o y ,  3is- 
t r i c t  5 8 ,  t o  p r e s e n t  HB 4 0 6  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
C o n r o y  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  s i n p l y  i n v o l v e s  t h e  p l a n t i n g o f v e q e t a -  
t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  g r a d i n g  o f  a d i s t u r b e d  a r e a .  H e  s a i d  HB 4 0 6  
c o p i e s  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  the f e d e r a l  a c t  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  y o u  have 
t o  h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  s p e c l e s  t o  make t h e  l a n d  a v i t a l  o p e r a t i o n .  

C h a i r m a n  R o s k i e  t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  any o t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  t o  HB 4 0 6 .  
M r .  Leo  B e r r y ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e  L a n d s ,  s p o k e  i n  f a v o r  o f  
HB 4 0 6  a n d  s a i d  i t  would  p r o v i d e  f o r  s o n e  a d d e d  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  
t h e  r e c l a m a t i o n  p r o g r a m  w i t h o u t  d i m i n i s h i n g  t h z  h i g h  s t a n 6 a r d s .  

M r .  Jim M o c k l e r ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  Y o n t a n a  C o a l  C o u n c i l ,  
s p o k e  i n  f a v o r  of HB 4 0 6  a n d  sa id  t h a t  a l l  it w a s  a s k i n g  was  
t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  w o r d i n g  i n t o  o u r  l e g i s l a t i o n  
t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  u sc  o f  i n t r o d u c e d  specics i n  r e v e g e t a t i c n  
o f  a r e a s  disturbed by  c o a l  o r  ur;lniuin r u i r i i n c j .  I!(: a l s o  pointed 
o u t  t h a t  t h i s  b i i l  d o e s  n o t  g o  heyonci t h e  f e d e r a l  a c t .  

M r .  P e t e r  J a c k s o n ,  W e s t e r n  E n v i r o n m c l i t a l  T r a d e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
2nd a  f o r m e r  ? r e s i d e n t  of t h c  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  of Range 
" iznagerncnt ,  s p o k e  i n  f a v o r  o f  HI3 4 0 6  and said t h a t  we need t o  
be t a l k i n g  a b o u t  w h a t  s h o u l d  bc i n  tile a r c < ?  >ow t h a t  i t  h < ~ s  
See11 r e c l a i m e d  a s  w e l l  a s  c o n s i d e r i n 5  t h e  n e e d s  o f  the?  i n -  
d i v i d u a l .  

Mr. E v e r e t t  S h u e y ,  Wes te r r .  L n c r g y  aild !s:ontana Power Corg~,any, 
3 l s o  spoke  i n  f a v o r  o f  TIB 4 0 6  a n d  a q r e c d  w i t h  t h e  coFZiic:nts 
made by W r .  M o c k l e r  a n d  Mr. Jackson. 
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Rosemary Strope, Chamber of Commerce, also spoke in favor of 
HB 4 0 6 .  

Mr. Frank Dunkle, Montana Mining Association, also spoke in 
favor of HB 406. 

Willa Hall, League of Women Voters, supported HB 406 if it was 
not amended. 

There being no further proponents to HB 406, Chairman Roskie 
called for any opponents. 

Mr. Bill Gillin, Colstrip, was opposed to HB 4 0 6  and submitted 
his testimony in writing (see attachment). He also offered 
some amendments if the Committee chose to pass the bill (see 
attachment). 

Mr. Nick Golder, Forsyth, also spoke in opposition to HB 406. 
He said the question has come down to whether or not you are 
for coal devel~pment. He said if we allow legislation to be 
passed that leaves room for abuse, wc will have range areas 
of introduced species and they can only be used for a limited 
time during the year and there is not enough time for Inten- 
sive management. He said we should leave room for range 
areas to be put into range species, which is invaluable. 

Chairman Roskie then opened the hearing to questions frcm the 
Committee. There was some discussion on whether or not this 
bill would allow cropping. Representative Conroy said it 
would allow cropping on a liiriited basis. Mr. Leo Berry said 
the Department of State Lands would propose to adopt some 
standards under which these changes would be administered. 
He also said the cropping would have to be comparable to that 
which was on the land before. 

Senator Jergeson then asked Mr. Nockler if there would be 
any objection by him if the Department of State Lands adopted 
a policy of using introduced species on a site-specific basis. 
Mr. Mockler said they have always had a good working relation- 
ship with the Department of State Lands and did not feel this 
bill would change that. 

Chairman Roskie asked Senator Jergeson if he was suggesting 
that this bill needed a letter of intent. Senator Jergeson 
said he was. 

There were some questions addressed to Mr. Gill-in and Mr. Golder 
about the species they do not like as well as to Mr. Dennis 
Hemmer, vegetation expert for the Department of State Lands 
concerning the number of species they are using that they COT,- 
sider reasonably successful. 

%presentative Conroy then closed by addressing some of the 
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comments made by Mr. Gillin and Mr. Golder, and said we have to 
nave the alternative of introduced species. 

DISPOSITION OF HB 406: Senator Manley moved that HB 406 BE 
CONCURRED IN. Senator Jergeson proposed a statement of in- 
tsnt for HB 406 (see attachment) and moved that it be attached 
to the bill. 

Re?resentati7~e Conroy objected to the statenent of intent and 
said a statement of intent is supposed to accompany a bill from 
the very beginning. Senator Jergeson said he discussed the 
matter of a statement of intent with Senator Turnage who felt he 
was justified in suggesting that HB 406 needed a statement of 
intent. There was further discussion on whether or not HB 406 
needed a statement of intent. Chairman Roskie then called for 
a roll call vote on Senator Jergeson's motion. The motion faile5 
(see attachment). Chairman Roskie then called for a roll call 
vote on Senator Manley's motion that HE 406 BE CONCUPSIED IN. 
The motion carried (see attachment). 

Senator Brown then objected to the manner in which this Committee 
was handling bills. Specifically, he said he was opposed to 
pushing through some Sills just because someone on th? Committee 
likes the bill even if there was some opposition to It. He said 
HB 406 was an exainple of what he rieant because there were some 
proposed amendments that the Cornnittee had never even looked at 
as well as Senator Jergeson's statement of intent which he did 
not feel was given due consideration. He felt there should be 
an agreed upon pattern for disposing of all bills. 

There was then a brief recess. 

CONSIDEP!TION OF HB 739: "An act to generally revise the Montana 
strip and cnderground mine reclamation act; amending sections 
82-4-222, 82-4-226, 82-4-234, 82-4-235, and 82-4-237, MCA." 

Chairman Roskie called on Representative William Day, District 
54, to present HB 739 to the Committee. Representative Day 
summarized the changes this bill would make. He said it was 
a simple house-cleaning bill that all the coal companies agreed 
with. 

Chairman Roskie called for any other proponents to HE 739. 
Mr. Leo Berry, Department of State Lands, was in favor of HB 739 
and submitted his cornrents in written form (see attachment). 

Xr. Jim Mockler, Mont&na Coal Council, said that he was also in 
favor of HB 739. 4 

There being no other proponents, Chairman Roskie called for any 
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o p p o n e n t s  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  none .  Chairman Koskie  t h e n  opened  
t h e  h e a r i n g  t o  q u e s t i o n s  f rom t h e  C o r m i t t e e  and t h e r e  were none .  

DISPOSITION OF HB 739: S e n a t o r  Brown moved t h a t  HB 739 BE 
CONCURRED I N .  The m o t i o n  c a r r i e d  unanimous ly .  S e n a t o r  Brown 
t h e n  moved t h a t  HB 739 b e  p u t  on t h e  C o n s e n t  C a l e n d a r .  The 
mot ion  c a r r i e d  unan imous ly  w i t h  t h o s e  p r -   sent. 

c h a i r m a n  R o s k i e  t h e n  c a l l e d  on  S e n a t o r  Brown t o  a g a i n  e x p r e s s  
h i s  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  way b i l l s  have  been  h a n d l e d  i n  t h i s  
Commit tee .  T h e r e  w a s  some d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  now t h i s  p rob lem 
c o u l d  b e  r e m e d i e d  a n d  it was a g r e e d  t h a t  a c t i o n  c o u l d  be d e f e r r e d  
on a n y  b i l l  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  any  commi t t ee  member e v e n  i f  
a n o t h e r  commi t t ee  member had  a l r e a d y  moved t h e  b i l l  b e  a c t e d  
on. 

CONSIDERATION O F  H J R  18 :  " A  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  
and  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Yon tana  r e c o g -  
n i z i n g  a n d  e x p r e s s i n g  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  e f f o r t s  cf t h e  
Champion I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  of 
> l o n t a n a l s  s c e n i c  and  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  and i n  making  
~ h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  and  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e .  

,Chairman R o s k i e  c a l l e d  on R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S t e v e  PJaldron,  
3 i s t r i c t  97 ,  t o  p r e s e n t  H J R  1 8  t o  t h e  Committee.  Represen -  
t a t i v e  Waldron s t a t e d  t h a t  H J R  18 s i m p l y  2 o i n t s  o u t  some o f  
t h e  ways Champion I n t e r n a t i o n a l  h a s  c o n d u c t e d  i t s e l f  w i t h  
r e c r e a t i o n a l i s t s  and  o t h e r  g r o u p s .  

Chai rman R o s k i e  t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  any  o t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  t o  H J R  1 6  
and  t h e r e  were none .  H e  t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  any  o p p o n e n t s  t o  
BJR 1 8  and  t h e r e  were none .  H e  t h e n  opened  t h e  h e a r i n g  t o  
q u e s t i o n s  f rom t h e  Commit tee  and t h e r e  w e r e  none.  

2 e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Waldron c l o s e d  by p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  Champion 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  h a s  been  v e r y  c o o p e r a t i v e  a b o u t  a l l o w i n g  p e o p l e  
t o  c u t  C h r i s t m a s  t r ees ,  camp, f i s h ,  e t c . ,  and he  f e e l s  t h e y  
s h o u l d  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  t h i s .  

DISPOSITION OF H J R  1 8 :  S e n a t o r  Lowe moved t h a t  HJR 1 8  BE 
CONCURRED I N .  A l l  S e n a t o r s  p r e s e n t  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  m o t i o n  w i t h  
the e x c e p t i o n  o f  S e n a t o r  Manley.  

3ISPOSITION O F  H J R  17 :  S e n a t o r  Manley moved t h a t  H J R  1 7  3E 
CONCURRED I N .  T h e r e  was some d i s u c s s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
af t h e  amendments p r o p o s e d  and  it was a g r e e d  t h e y  were un- 
n e c e s s a r y .  Chairman R o s k i e  t h e n  t o l d  t h e  C o m i i t t e e  t h a t  i ?  HJR 
1 7  p a s s e d  h e  would recommend t h a t  t h i s  s t u d y  be a s s i g n e d  
t o  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y  C o u n c i l  and  e x p l a i n e d  why. The 
n o t i o n  c a r r i e d  unan imous ly  w i t h  t h o s e  p r e s e n t .  
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3 ISPOSITIOi l  01 HB 2 3 0 :  S e n a t o r  Jergesoi :  moved t h a t  HB 2 3 0  - 
BE CONCURRED IN. T h e r e  w a s  some d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  s t a t e -  
ment of i n t e n t  and J i m  L e a r  s a i d  he f e l t  it w a s  more sub -  
j e c t  t o  c h a l l e n g e  by h a v i n g  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  i n t e n t .  

S e n a t o r  Lockrem t h e n  r e v i e w e d  h i s  p r o p o s e d  amendments and  
t h e n  moved that t h e  amenlments  b e  a c c e p t e d .  The  m o t i o n  
c a r r i e d  unan imous ly .  S e n a t o r  Brown moved t h a t  HE 230 BE 
CONCURRED I N  a s  Amended. The m o t i o n  c a r r i e d  unanimous ly .  

ADJOURNMENT: T h e r e  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  
a d j o u r n e d  a t  2 : 4 5  P.M. 



13EFORE THE SENATE' NATURAL RESOURCES CC'2~IMITTE:F; - I IJR 16 ---------- 3 /2/79 

For the record,  I am Ron Holliday, Administrator, Parks  Division, Department 

of Fish 2nd Game. I am testifying in support of House Joint Resolution 18. 

I have read the resolution and believe it  i s  self-explanatory. However, I would 

like to amplify several  of the points contained in it. 

Champion International Corporation has opened i ts  680,000 acres  of land to a 

u ide variety of Montana outdoor recreationiste. The corporztion allows, hunting, 

fishing, b a t i n g ,  camping, picnicking, hiking, floatii~g and a host of other recreational 

pursuits asking compliance with only a few common-sense restrictions. The corporation 

has worked diligently with other private landowners in the Blackfoot River Valley to 

?reserve aid make available for  recreational use  a magnificent 43-mile s tretch of the r iver ,  

aver half of which is located on Chzmpion land, 

Last year  the corporation donated to the state  two parcels of extremely high- 

quality lands on Salmon and Placid Lakes worth in excess of S550,OOO. We were able 

to match this donation with federal Land and Water Conservation Fund money to develop 

the s i tes  for recreational use. Through the corporation's generosity, this added 

S1,100,000 worth of recreation a rea  opportunity to our citizens and guests at no cost 

to the state  of Montana excepting management of the sites.  These donations were 

made with absolutely "no str ings attached. 

I have become acquainted with the management staff of Champion International 

Corporation in working with them through the years  on these and other projects. 

The corporation's staff based in Missoula are, deeply concerned with the quality of life 

in our state. Most of the staff a r e  Montanans who have been residents of the state 

for many, many years. I find their attitudes toward responsible utilization of our 

resources and their generosity unique. They have se t  an example which will be 

djfficult for other corporations to match. I fully commend them and ask for  your 

favorable ecnsideration of IGTR 18. 
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bbVE -- YES NO 
1 

R(lSI ; IE ,  George E'. , Chairman I \ I  
1 

DOVER, H a r o l d  L . ,  V i c e - C h a i r m a n  .d 

SROWN, S t eve  

S T O R Y ,  Pete  

, . 
I 

J E R G E S O N ,  Greg 
- -- 

LOCKREM, L l o y d  C. , Jr. 
- ! V 

THIESSEM, C o r n i e  I?. 

LOWE, W i l l i a m  R .  

?,;A-:.:LZY, j o h n  E.  

SI-iARGN NASON -- 
Secretary -- / 

- J 

,7/' /' /- 
GEORGE I?. R O S K I E  ,/A& 

-4 
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:<Bticn: By S e n a t o r  Manley that HB 406  BE CONCV3RED IN. 

(~iciude 0-h infci~at ion on rutir~n--put w i t h  yellcd copj of 
czdttee report. ) 
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A s t a t e i i en t  of i n t e n t  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  HB 406.  
Al though HB 406  d o e s  not s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e s t a t e  r u l e  
xiaking a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  new l a n g u a g e  p r o p o s e d  f o r  
S e c t i o n  84-4-232 w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  p r o m u l g a t i o n  of new 
and a d d i t i o n a l  r u l e s  t o  implement  t h e  a c t .  

1. I t  i s  the i n t e n t  of t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  
p e r m i t  t h e  u s e  of crops o r  grass species s u i t a b l e  f o r  
s p r i n g  p a s t u r e  on a l i m i t e d ,  s i t e  s p e c i f i c  b a s i s  
where  a p p r o p r i a t e  a s  a n  e x c e p t i o n  to t h e  r e v e g e t a t i o n  
s t a n d a r d  i n  82-4-233.  Moreove r ,  c r o p l a n d  r e c l a m a t i o n  
s h o u l d  o n l y  be p e r m i t t e d  i n  cases w h e r e  c r o p p i n g  i s  
t h e  h i s t o r i c  p re -min ing  l a n d  u s e .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
S t a t e  Lands  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  e q u i v a l e n c y  o f  p o s t -  
m i n i n g  c r o p  p r o d u c t i o n  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h e  p e r f o r m z n c e  
s t a n d a r d  i n  82-4-233.  

2 .  I n  cases where  t h e  use o f  i n t r o d u c e d  p l a n t  
s p e c i e s  i s  p r o p o s e d  f o r  t h e  p o s t - m i n i n g  land u s e ,  
t h e  D e p a r m e n t  o f  State Lznds  w i l l  insure that t h e  
u s e  of s u c h  p l a n t s  wili be permitted o n l y  where such  
u s e  i s  a n e c e s s a r y  part of a p o s t - m i n i n g  agricultural 
i a n d  use.  The perfornance s t a n d a r d  i n  8 2 - 4 - 2 3 3  which  
manda te s  p r o d u c t i v e  c a ~ a b i l i t y  a t  l e a s t  e q u a l  t o  t h e  
p re -min ing  potential i s  t h e  r u l e  here.  

3 .  T h i s  amendment does n o t  chlange t h e  performance 
s t a n d a r d  i n  8 2 - 4 - 2 3 3 ,  and s h a l l  be e n f o r c e d  i n  t h e  saze 
manner as 82 -4 -233 .  
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- - i > . i , ,  *,: ... ,. r:!t! i',.::tl :t0!,7 : I ! I ~ ; I ~ ) I . ~ ~ . ~  ; t l t  ) ~ . I ) ~ ~ I - S  :t l ~ , ~ ~ - / ~ ~ ~ . ~ ,  j;~i,.ll.:;,-~? 
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;.ly I1,JItIC I S  D i l l  Gillin. i am a r a n c l l e r  i n  t h e  Colstrip a r e a  anc] 

1 lifetime rcsli lcnt of t ! ~ c  a r e a  cxccp t  f o r  t i m e  s i l e n t  in t!;e 

1 . i L ~ l t ~ l r ;  S C T V i 2 c .  1 am t c s t i f y i n y  today o n  b e h a l f  02 t h e  Rosebud  

Grass i s  c roL j  a n d  I b e l i e v e  thdt n e a r l y  35 y e a r s  i n  t h e  g r a s s  

l~ds incss  2nd c o n s i J e r a b l c  experience i n  r e s c c d i n q  farm lands,and r a n q c  

;)lid : : . iy  rnb2aJaw irnjjrovcr~entts c j u a l i f y  ne io s p c a k  o n  t h i s  b i l l .  I've uscc 

!)ot,l i1cltivt;t and in t roduced  s p e c i e s  i n  my r c seed inq  and r a n g e  improve:ncnt  

~ , ro ( j r aa  2nd i lave  had t h e  o ? y o r t u r ~ i t y  t o  cbscrve t h e  results in using 

tiic v a r i o d s  species and t h e i r  resi2onses t o  c o n z i t i o n s  i n  o u r  a rea .  I 

i : s ~ c  ii.1:ja had t h e  opportunity to  F o l l o w  closely the e f f o r t s  to r ec l a im  

s t r ~ p  iril~led lailcf i n  o u r  a r ea .  My f i r s t  i m p r e s s i o n  of the u s e  of 

i n t r o c ? u c c d  spec ies  was ve ry  f a v o r a b l e  because of t h e  responses of t h e s e  

.jl-;lsscs i n  t!le f i r s t  years a f t e r  plantiag, b u t  I have had t h e  p r i v i l c g c  

w s t c , i  c l o s e l y  t h e  r e s u l t s  over t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  and have  seen 

a 3.arkccl d e c l i n e  on t h e  q u a n t i t y  of forage produced  with each s u c c e e d i n c j  

j c ~ l r .  As ail exdmple o f  t h i s  d e c l i n e ,  the F1.S.U. people  have a c h e c k  
;r, ,. , t/y 

:)lot, i n c l u d i n g / \ i r : t r o d u c c d  species, i n  the v i c i n i t y  of t h e  o ld  t i p p l e  

e a s t  a n d  s o u t h  of Colstrip and this area in its first year  of full 

L~rociuctio!l produced a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 4 0 0  IDS. d r y  forage per acre 

i n  1 3 7 5  and  h z d  decreased in p r o d u c t i o n  to a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 0 0  lbs. i n  , 

tn rce  years a n d  s h o w s  i n d i c a t i o n s  of complete failurc because o f  p l a n t  

.~se; fc ;es  , e tc . .  Ilhat i s  h a p p e n i n g  on  t h i s  p l o t  i s  typical of t h e  p a t t e r n  

i~rodtlct i011 of i n t r o d u c e d  species  i n  o u r  a rea  except  t h a t  w h a t  i s  I-) * 

. ~ a ! ) ~ ~ c n i n g  is  g r e a t l y  ~ c c e l e r a t e d  o v e r  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h a t  I have  observed 

L:, thc usc  of t i ~ c ~ e  i n t r o d u c e d  grasses i n  my own p r o g r m .  



t ; i c t t  t ~ l c ; ~  .ire J3i;iJ to develop r e c l a n a t i o n  into a n  e x a c t  s c l e n c e .  

I ':a a l s o  c ~ r ; v i : ~ i e i ]  thzt t!lcse people must be i n s \ l l a t e d  f ran  p a l i  t i c a l  

g i -essurc  s o  t : l c y  won't s c c  t h e  r u l e s  c o n s t a n t l y  changed o n  t h e n .  

I t  1s q o i n l j  to be the responsibility of the legislature and more 
I 

es1)ce ia l ly  this commi t t ce  to protect t hese  r e c l a m a t i o n  s p e c i a l i s t s  1 
from the e v e r  c h a n g i n g  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s su res  and g i v e  them a c h a n c e  

to do tileir job. I ' m  c o n v i n c e d  t h e y  c a n  do s u c c e s s f u l  r e c l a m a t i o n  

t>,e prese~l t  law and I s t r o n l y  u r g e  that the native species p r o v i s i o n  I 
be r e t a i n e d  i n  its p r e s e n t  fo rm.  



- > 

i '5iic! t h e  r o l  i . ( ~ i i i ! ~ q  . 3 f t e r  8 2 - 4 - 2 3 2 .  ( b )  : 

(i.) ':;her-e C I I C  ol)i.r;i to r  p r o p o s e s  to i ) ? < ~ n t _  c:-op:< a; dn i l l  tcri~ci t i v e  

: C . . : C ~ . J L ? L ~ I  t i o r1  i ) l c i : i  the f o l l o w i n i j  n\inirnrlir~ criteria m u s t  be m c t :  

( i )  the ;tr-e;l pro{)osc(.l for c r o p p i n g  must h a v e  a history 

h c i n i j  c r o p p c t l  or- clil tiva tee? f c i r  at l ~ ; t s  t 5 c o n s c l c u t i v c  

y c . \ r s  i l r i o r  to  o;)cl:;~ to r  j jur t : !~ isc,  lcLisc,  or c o n t r o l  of s u c h  

?<\nil ; ,LI-K! 

( i i )  t t ~ c  ~ I e p ' ~ r t r n i . ~ l t  mdy n o t  rc ic<lse  b o n t l s  h e l d  or! t h e  

,l:-cLi 1.111 ti1 '11-1 i:!i;;>cc t i o n  hc1 s bccn  a n d  t he  opera to r  

:1;1s 1 ; i r m a t i v e l \ ,  dc!i i i )! l~tra tcd t h ~ t  t h e  lar id  d e m o n s t r a t e s  

zonlp;ll-,.iijle p r o c l u c t i v i t y  camp red t o  c rop  y i e l d s  o n  f a r m e d  

l . i r ; c i s  ;+i th s i rn i l ,~ r  c h ; i r * ~ c t c r i s  t i c s  i n  t he  i n r e d i a t c  v i c i n i t y  

oi tkic nr i11i::q operation. Suci.1 p r o d u c t i v i t y  s h a l l  h e  accompli 

i:!.:. rn;ln;i~;ernent p r ; i c t i c e s  whi.ch are s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  u s e d  

311 t h e  cnrr,pClre:i cl-oppcii l ; \nds, . ~ n c l  s h ~ l l  h e  s u s t f i i n c d  for 

. I  mi.i-iii:lu~li of 5 l.c:,ics p r i o r  t o  b o n d  r c l e , ~ s e .  



( d )  d i le r t .  . I : !  upc r.1 t.dr Oi- !)oat-nrini i i r j  i L l n d  o rxncr  p r ~ ~ u ~ e ~  ti) 
I - 8 

1 :  i i i t r o d u c e ~ i  I t  s g e c i c s  Lor s e a s o n i l  r a n g e  o r  i ~ a y l a r , d  

y r s . i u c  t io i l ,  t i l t ?  opera t o r  1,r pos t -mir l i -nq  l a n d  o w n e r  m u s t  show t h a t  

! o r  o tile m i n e d  . i re i  to be s s f d d d  t o  i n t r o d u c e d  p l a n t  

species o r  hayl ' lnd  i s  a n  c s s c n t i a l  p a r t  o f  a n  e c o n o m i c a l l y  f e a s i b l e  

p o s t - n i n i n q  ~ g r i c u l  t u r a l  o p ~ r ~ ~ t i o n .  

( e )  I f  tire department d e t e r m i n e s  t!ia t t h e  o p e r a t o r ' s  a l  t e r n a t i r ~  

: c ; e g e t L \ t i o n  o p c r ~ l t i o n  h a s  n o t  produced, u n d e r  c o n v e n t i o n a l  a g r i -  

I 
; L I ~  t L l r a l  prac t r c c s ,  adequLl te p r c d d c t i o n  b a s e d  o n  t h e  requ i rements  0 

2 -  - 3 .  1 ,  (5). (c), ~ i n d  ) or  i f  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  l a n d  

:or t h ~ .  p r o d u c t  l o n  o f  c r o p s ,  s e a s o n ~ l l  p a s t u r f ,  o r  h a y l a n d  production I 
:; :auslrig sol1 e r o s i o n  o r  other d e l e t e r i o u s  e f f e c t s ,  t h e  o p e r a t o r  

. ..~?i rec- la l ,o  tilc l L l n d  t o  thc s t a n d a r d s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  Sec. 82-4 -233  

t 
1 

( f )  Tho Bodrd s h a l l  a d o p t  r u l e s  a n d  r e g ~ l l a t i o n s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  

till 3 s c s t l u n ,  1 s h , z l l  a d o p t  o t h e r  criteria d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  

~ G C J  -.i t o  be n e c e s s a r y  t o  meet tile r e i l u i r e m e n t s  of t h i s  s e c t i o n .  1 
I 
II 
8 

t 
8 



House 
.................................................................................................................. ................. 4 0 5  ? j ; i n c  hzc under considera!i>n Bi l l  No. 

.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Chai rman.  
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S T A T 5  F U C .  C O .  
+ C ! f J r l A ,  i . , l ~ , l t .  



*7 . .a - . *qr  3 '"1 

Vie, your c o r x ~ i t t e e  or! .... :'.?.6,?~.?,~..,i;?~,?.~?li~~3~~ ................................................................................................................... 

t" ;.r3'255 230 
having hliz under consideration ................................................................................................................. ail1 No .................. 

~zouss 230, 
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c LI;A,, : .I -.-r; rcadirag biif, ba ~tf;;zn<eJ, a s  f ~ l i c v ~ :  

.. Znsert :  "A  cse of vater _rJr s lorr:~  -ts trnnspsre coal La not  e 
::e:>cZicial use, " 

DO PASS 
** 

i 

SY A T E  PUB. CO. 
Helena ,  M o n t .  
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S T A T E  ;- 'Us C s  
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..2 L *.A ,A Chairman. 
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S T A T E  PUB. CO 
+clena.  Mont. 
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Cscrg3 F. X~skfc Chairman. 



ROLL CALL 

N a t u r a l  Resources COm.iITTEE 

4Gth LEGISLATIVE SESSION - 1 3 7 9  

- - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - -  - - - _ - - - - - - - - - - -  

SENATE 

1 - -  
1 

INPPiE R O S K I E ,  George F . ,  Chairman 

I DOVER, H a r o l d  L . ,  V i ce - cha i rman  

BROWN, Steve 

E T C H A R T ,  Mark  
--- - 
I J E R G E S O N ,  Greg 

PRESENT ', 8 
\ 

\I 
\J 

\ 
.J 

1 
\ 
L I-- 

LOCKREH, L l o y d  C . ,  Jr. I-- , '\.I 

A B S E N T  EXCUSED 

I 
I LOWC, Willlam R. \\ * 

I 

I 

',,I 

- 

I 

- 

MF-IlTLEY, Jonn E. / _ _ _  -- 

I 

, 

I 1 

I STORY,  Pete 

17- THICSSEN, C o r n l e  R. 

! 
I 

'y 1 



REPKI-;SEXTING WHOM? 

APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: +-j 3- {L, !\7 ---- 

r)(> YOU : SUPPORT? -- '-"-A PNELJD? OPPOSE? 

1 ' L i A S L :  LEAVE: .LNY PI<EJ'AR!31) STATEMENTS WITII THE CQIQdITTEE SECRETARY. 



,/7 ,,/ 

.,:- 7 ..A, ' 

A D D R E S S  : \, ,- . . 
, . .  I," , ,.' ,." ..- .r , .;: ;' e : . / w  

,' - .- 3 
,-. 

-. - ,  

A F P E A H I N G  ON Pd31ICH PROPOSAL: , - - 1 ' - -  ' -- 

I)(] Y Q ' J :  SUPPORT? . AT.IZND ? OPPOSE? 

I'LL'ASF: LEAVE: AlJY PREPARE11 STATElJlENTS WIT11 TI!E COYkYTTTEE S E C R E T A g Y ,  



A D D R E S S :  - - 

0 
APPEARING ON LIEICH PROPOSAL : 

UO YOU: SUPPORT? - ,d AElEtu'D ? OPPOSE? 

[>!-,EASE: LEAVE Id>JY PREPARED STATEMENTS WITII THE COMMITTEE SECPSTARY. 



A D D R E S S  : U/)J 1, 

APPEARING ON WIICH PROPOSAL: 

\ 
I)(] YOU: SUPPORT? v W E N D ?  OPPOSE? 

\ 

 L LEA SF; LEAVE ANY P R E P A R E D  STATEMENTS WITH THE COMMITTEE SECRETARY. 



,fl';:-". .,, r' 
el: .*. ,a .-., a 

2 ? 

A D D R E S S :  . . 
- :  .' 1.. 

- %$.. , *:d ?;":; p f i-< .. *;. .-# -4 

I? i 1 GFJs-:-'- -- : f > /  T8 * a . > - c 2 ,  [*& 7 "  Ly-1 - A r$9 *. -1 , $;::-? 8 @ ..- 4~ 
3 A/? - F-+< B --+ c 
-, ;; <- " p'*, 2,,-7z- z +  

KEPKESENTING WHOM? -,- {:rat, <- -,. 2. ;7 I 2 % -  - ,$' 

--,--> / J  -. 
APPEAHTNG GN 'NXICH PROPOSAL: 2 # I  lcBB , ,> - 2  $!-[ :<?\ -- 

A .. 
*+ ,> 

I)O YOU: SUPPORT? - AMEND? OPPOSE? - 

L.>LEASE: LEAVE i d J Y  P I<E:PARED STATEMENTS WITiI THE COMTJIITTEE SECRETARY. 



AIlPZhii  l l4G ON WHICH PROPOSAL: )( (7. -- 
/ 

DO 'it?:.?; : SUPPORT? ~ f , i c > i ~ ?  b--- -- OPPOSE? /-'I- 

1' Li:rl.s!; LEAVE ANY P I{I:PARI:Ij STATEMENTS MITI1 THE COPLYITTEE SECPETAF,Y. 



PLACID UiKE RECP,EAI"ION AREA 
I;iLt: 
''VALUE: 
FF~OQC)SED DEVELOPMENTS: 

3 1 -5 ACRES 
5280,000.00 

a Utiliries 0 Day Use 
2 cornfort S tc : i~ : -~  e C~:e;al.;rr 

Doot Ramp a !hat  k c ; {  
3 Camping @ D m t  Troilar Pcriciog 



. . . , p r 9 ( l l s i o n s  of t h e  ~u:Lacn N i n i n g  C o n t r o l  nnd ??claaation A c t  - .  . 

Ll, --- . . 
*:--I;; znaiyjis is p r a v i d e d  in 2.2 e f f o r t  to d e s c r i b e  L ~ I U L I ~  2sovi- 

sL3ns o f  :hz 5'ederz: la*,q w h i c h  s h o u l d  b z  i n c i u d z d  i n  a S t ~ t r  

;;,?a& i ; ~  .ordr :  to ? s ? ~ S l  i ; b  tile nos: com?:~?!ensiv? statuk3: Y 
. 

~ c : ~ ~ ; ~ , i  20: r e g u l s t i ~ g  th' sorEace  2nd c n d e r g z o u n d  nln lng 0 2  s o a x .  

I 
.7 ,;lis dacu i ; , sn t  2 3 3 ;  n o t  32;: f o r t h  t"-2 .. - n i n i n u ; ~  c r i t ? r ? - a  5 y  " h i c h  $he . - 
n z ,: ; [% .A - 1 , i r ~ -  sii.--c3= + !- ; i i n i A 7 c j  $111 J . ~ . ~ ? Y Z ?  sC.~~t.z ~ ' ~ a L c u t : ? s  E O I  I u E E I c ~ : ~  

2 ,  i,, ca-  groczs; of de t i . rm;n ing  vh,22;1?i 0: n o t  -29 a ? p r 3 7  n St222 

- 2-ng i s3n  -- p9z;l;~fi.k ta S"ction 503  t h e  Act. os1.l nay u s ?  thLs docu 

i7ianc, h o v l v - ~ ,  t o  ana iyz .z  adequacy  02  S t a t e  s t a . 2 u i e s  2s p a z t  c 

g::opojPd S t a t e  peresnan"i prog:2n3. 

<. .. -k~-,J:-.3 ri-4 :- .. . - p 

‘, .-- f \---. --,, ,,A o f  e h -  v~ord  " i ~ q ~ i z ~ i l "  do13 no2 n2i.n ths' 

.>. , % - , : c2c f i  l;).lr;uige 5.- : c q ~ c ~ ' i z d ,  L -  b r a t h e r  . t h a t  t h .2  229.  . 



.- - - ~ .  I~ ;;.ct i 3 n  :;\u;t r l s o  j? add:s;szd i n  a s i : i~ i l s r  
'$ .: . , Li - .. L L. -- 

- , ,  - _ fzs~ion i n  the s'3te s t a t u t e .  i: L t h e  l a n j u a ~ -  - ot ~ ~ 1 - i  : ~"CZI 

is ~ 5 ~ 3 ,  i t  w i l l  c e r k a i n l y  bp ~ c c ~ D ~ z B ;  any c h ~ f i 4 . 3  bz - -- ____.___------ - 
j ,  on 2 c a s e - S y - ~ a ~ ?  b a s i s .  :;]hi?" c ;=r tz in  s ,? r ; l ians  a=" 
. __I_-.------ - 
de;c:ib2d 2 3  I J - ~ Z ~ Y  " 

, i n  i n s t a n c i s ,  d ' i a i l i  n E  those s s c i i a f i ~  nay  b e  i l c l  

- i,, a S t a t e 1  s r e g u l a t i o n -  
_ _ _ - _  - 

- .  . 

szcond, c e r t a i n  s ~ c ~ ~ ~ ~ s  0 2  t i i  ?~62:a1 .4.~t are drscr ib .?d a s  
-. - . 

~ + . ? ~ i : i ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~  f01 i i  i~ a sr:3'.e st;l;~L". ~ L J ~ U ? ~ Z (  Szo-  
_ .  _ _  -.- 

' J  IS I ion say be opk iona? z i t h 2 r  . b ? c a u s ? '  ?he S k a t e  5-5 E ~ 2 2  to e l e c t  
- .  .. -- --i':-sl.s$3nt a pa':ic~l"' ?'04"1i3, e .q .  I L o .-.[I- . - abando-ed min?  1anGs, 

- - _ _  _ _ _  - - - - - - -  --. 
0 ;  Gtcn.u<i- therz may b e  ;"c;uir~!ae;l:; S t a t e  ~ 3 n i k L ? ~ ' : i o n a l ,  

. - - _  _ .  . . 
- - - - - .. - . . 

- - decisional 0.i o t h e r  la i l  w h i c h  na:<e it n2ces93Zy to addzess a 
. - . . . . . . 



p e r m i t  r e v i s i o n  -- reqei:ed, b i l k  d c i e t e  r z fcc i . nces  

5 5JL3(a)  Recjuieed i n  g e n e r a l ,  but cl - - ta i l s  can Sa io ;i;gu:atioa 

Be~uiied Su: may be :et?rencod to S t a t e  S adainistra- 

*. ,,.;\I.? - p z a c 2 d c i e s  a c t .  

(c)  OptionaL. 



Department o f  S c a t e  Lands 

'The 9 e p a r t n e n t  o f  S t a t e  Lands s u p p o r t s  HI3 739.  T h e  b i l l  would 
s t r e a m l i n e  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t r i p  and Underground Mine - 

A c t  w i thou t  weakening t h e  A c t .  

The f i r s t  proposed change i s  on page 3 ,  l l n e  21. The Act p r e s e n t l y  
r e q u i r e s  t h a t  c r o s s  s e c t i o n s  b e  drawn a t  500 f o o t  i n t e r v a l s .  The 
~ e p a r t m e n t  has  found t h a t  c r o s s  s e c t i o n s  a r e  soiaetimes n o t  r e q u i r e d  a t  
such  a f r e q u e n t  i n t e r v a l .  The b i l l  would a l l ow t h e  Department t o  be 
f l e x i b l e  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  i n t e r v a l  a t  which c r o s s  s e c t i o n s  a r e  drawn,  
w h i l e  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  r e q u i r e  c r o s s  s e c t i o n s  a t  t h e  500 f o o t  

I 
i n t e r v a l  when n e c e s s a r y .  I 

The n e x t  proposed change ,  on page 5 ,  line 2 2 ,  would r e q u i r e  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  t o  show t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  proposed f a c i l i t i e s .  T h i s  would i n s u r  
t h a t  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  bonded a t  t h e  p rope r  l e v e l ,  and t h a t  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  
d o e s  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  r e c l a m a t i o n .  

The t h i r d  change,  on page  7 ,  l i n e s  7 and 2 2 ,  p r o v i d e s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n  
l l se  of t h e  terms p e r s o n ,  a p p l i c a n t ,  and o p e r a t o r  th roughout  t h e  A c t .  

The f o u r t h  change,  on page 9 ,  l i n e  2 5 ,  i s  i n t ended  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  
once  a regraded  a r e a  i s  seeded ,  t h e  a r e a  w i l l  n o t  b e  f u r t h e r  d i s t u r b e d  
uniess approved by t h e  Depar tment .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  would p r e v e n t  d r ivLng 

I 
equipment on t h e  r e seeded  a r e a  o r  any o t h e r  a c t i o n  which might  j e o p a r d i  - 
t h e  r ec l a r az t ion .  The change would act preven t  a n  o p e r a t o r  Erom re- 

rl 
d i s t u r b F n g  an a r e a  w i t h  Depar tmenta i  app rova l  t o  enhance t h e  r e c l a m a t i o n .  

The f i n a l  change,  on page 1 0 ,  l i n e s  4 through 17 ,  and page 11, 1 
l i n e s  1 3  through 1 5 ,  would c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  arlnual r e p o r t  and  tshe p l a n t i n g  
r e p o r t .  P r e s e n t l y ,  t h e  o p e r a t o r  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  submit  b o t h  an a n n u a l  
r e p o r t  and a p l a n t i n g  r e p o r t .  Consol i d a t i o n  of  t h e  two r e p o r t s  would s a  4 
t i m e  a r d  money f o r  t h e  company i n  r e g o r t  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  and f o r  t h e  Depar t -  
ment i n  permi t  r ev i ew.  The Department would s t i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  
daca. 




