
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 1, 1979 

The meeting of the Local Government Committee was called to 
order by Chairman George McCallum at 1:00 p.m. in Room 405 of 
the State Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. 

Dennis Taylor, staff researcher, was also present. 

Visitors in attendance signed the testimony and visitor 
sheets. (See attachment. ) 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 104: Representative Robert 
Pavlovich, of District 86, sponsor of House Bill 104, gave a 
brief resume of the bill. This bill is an act to generally re- 
vise the state fire laws to conform them to the adaption of the 
uniform building code. This bill was requested by the Attorney 
General. Representative Pavlovich explained the letter of in- 
tent. 

Mike McGrath, of the Attorney General's office, stated that 
this bill would bring the fire marshal1 codes into uniformity 
under our code bill. Mr. McGrath stated his views of the bill. 

Bob Kelly, State Fire Marshall, stated there has been many 
conflicts in the codes. This will clean up legislation that is 
in conflict with the fire codes. 

Les Nelson, representing the Montana State Fireman's Assoc- 
iation, stated that he felt that this was a good piece of legis- 
lation. 

With no further proponents, Senator McCallum called on the 
opponents, hearing none the meeting was opened to a question and 
answer period from the Committee. Discussion was held. . 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 48: Representative Rex Manuel, 
of District 11, is the sponsor of House Sill 48. This bill is 
a code commissioner bill to revise and clarify the laws relating 
to land resources use. In the absence of Representative Manuel, 
Larry Weinburger, from the Legislative Council, explained the 
bill. Section one adds the county planning board. Sections two 
and three and four were deleted by the House as having to do with 
resident and freeholder requirements. Other changes were made 
for clarity, consistency and to remove redundant material. 

Senator Bill Mathers, of District 26, spoke in favor of the 
bill, however, he did offer amendments which he felt would only 
improve the bill. The amendments that Senator Mathers offered 
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would t a k e  c a r e  of  t h e  s a l e  of  bonds r ega rd ing  a f l o o d  d i k e  i n  ! 
Miles  C i t y  and Cus t e r  County. Miles  C i t y  w i l l  l o s e  i t s  f e d e r a l  
g r a n t  i f  t h i s  problem, covered by t h e  amendments, is n o t  t aken  
c a r e  of  w i t h i n  a s h o r t  t i m e .  

Bruce MacKenzie, c o u n c i l  f o r  D .  A .  Szvidson, r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
bonds a r e  i s s u e d  by t h e  people  of  t h e  f l - ~ o d  d i s t r i c t  wi thout  an  
e l e c t i o n .  M r .  MacKenzie s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  has  never  been a de- 
f a u l t  on a S.I.D. f o r  more than  f o r t y  o r  f i f t y  yea r s .  

Richard Larsen ,  a  bonding a t t o r n e y  from t h e  At to rney  Gen- 
e x a l t s  o f f i c e ,  t o l d  a b r i e f  h i s t o r y  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  l a w s .  I t  
was f i r s t  amended i n  1971. M r ,  Larsen s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  amend- 
ments would a l l ow S . I .D . ' s  t o  be  used i n  t h e  fund. It i s  a good 
b i l l  a s  amended. 

With no f u r t h e r  proponents ,  Sena tor  McCallum c a l l e d  on t h e  
opponents ,  hea r ing  none t h e  meeting was opened t o  a  q u e s t i o n  and 
answer p e r i o d  from t h e  Cornnittee. Discuss ion  was h e l d .  

Sena to r  Watt asked about  t h e  money i n  t h e  r e v o l v i n g  fund. 
M r .  MacKenzie r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  money would go i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  
fund o f  t h e  c i t y ,  

Sena to r  S t o r y  ask.ed i f  t h i s  i s  a  g e n e r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  bond. 
Mr. MacKenzie r e p l i e d  "no". 1 

Sena to r  S t o r y  asked  i f  t h i s  i s  a  conse rva t ion  d i s t r i c t .  
H e  was answered t h a t  it  i s  no t .  

Sena to r  Mathers s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  he had enough t i m e  he would 
have i n t rodnced  a b i l l  which would have taken  care of t h i s .  prob- 
l e m .  

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 48:  A motion was made by Sena to r  
Watt t o  a c c e p t  t h e  proposed amendments. Motion c a r r i e d .  

W motion was made by Sena tor  Watt t h a t  HB 4 8  "BE CONCURRED 
I N ,  as amended", Motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

Lar ry  Weinburger s t a t e d  t h a t  he would t a k e  no s t a n d  on t h e  
amendments a s  t hey  make a s u b s t a n t i a l  change. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 683: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Andrea 
Hemstad, of D i s t r i c t  4 0 ,  sponsor of  t h e  b i l l ,  gave a b r i e f  resume. 
T h i s  b i l l  i s  a n  a c t  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  requirement  o f  c e r t a i n  
county f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  S t a t e  Audi tor  concern ing  r e c e i p t  
and d i s p o s i t i o n  of  f e e s  by county o f f i c i a l s  and t h e  requi rement  
t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  Audi tor  p u b l i s h  such r e p o r t s .  M i s s  Hemstad 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  r e p e a l s  two s e c t i o n s  of  t h e  law. This  
p rocedure  i s  a l r e a d y  be ing  done by computer and it is  no t  neces- 

I 

s a r y  t o  d u p l i c a t e  it. 

There were n e i t h e r  any proponents  nor  opponents of t h e  b i l l ,  
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The meeting was opened to a question and answer period 
from the Committee. Discussion was held. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 683: A motion was made by Sen- 
ator O'Hara that House Bill 683 receive a "BE CONCURRED IN" 
recommendation from the Committee. Motion carried unanimously. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 68: Representative Robert 
Dozier is the sponsor of House Bill 68. Representative Dozier 
is from District 61. This bill is an act to repeal Section 
69-14-802, MCA, relating to the structural details of loading 
platforms for railroads. In the absence of Representative 
Dozier, Bill Qpitz, representing the Public Service Commission, 
presented the bill. Mr. Opitz stated that this bill is sup- 
ported by the Commission as the sections being repealed are 
outdated and no longer necessary. The Commission would still 
have the ability to order the railroads to build larger plat- 
forms if necessary. The sections being repealed have to do 
with loading platforms being wide enough for teams of horses. 

There were no proponents or opponents to the bill. 

The meeting was opened to a question and answer period 
from the Committee. 

Senator Story stated that he thought this matter was taken 
care of federally. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 68: A motion was made by Sena- 
tor Thomas that HB 68 be given a "BE CONCURRED INM recomrnenda- 
tion from the Committee. Motion carried. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 104: Senator McCallum asked if 
all homes must have fire alarms according to House Bill 104. 
It was agreed that it appeared to be the case as the bill is 
written. 

The state fire marshal1 gets a percentage of premiums on 
fire insurance to run his office. 

Discussion was.held on the letter of intent accompanying 
the bill. 

This bill will cover everything except small family dwel- 
lings. 

A motion was made by Senator Lockrem that HB 104 "BE NOT 
CONCURRED IN". Motion carried. (See attachment.) 

ADJOURN: With no further business the meeting was ad- 
journed at 2:20. The next meeting will be held on March 3, at 
12:30 for the consideration of 
and 670. 

CHAIR~~N, senator George McCallun 
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MAX CONOVER 
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BOB PETERSON 

A. T. (TOM) RASMUSSEN 

PETE STORY 

BILL THOMAS 

ROBERT D. WATT 

Wtion : A motion was made by Senator Lloyd Lockrem that HB 104 

receive a recommendation of BE NOT CONCURRED IN from the 

Committee. Motion carried. 

(include emugh information on notion-put with yellm cap.&? of 
amnittee report.) 



SENATE COYMITTEE 

VISITORS' REGISTER 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPAPSD STATEMENT WITlf SECRETARY 

Please no te  bill no. 

NAME REPRESENTING 
I (check one] 

, i s 4  9 ic c - / ; / . .  L,, /; /-, 
I c l J  O p ; + L  M P S  C &GY 1 

B ILL  # 

J I  

SUP 

I t t 
I 

j i 2 i . f  -- i I 



I :,I I t I':J1?LiSHIP.IG CO.,  HELENA. MOt i  rAPiA 

STANDIMG COFJPAITTEE REPORT 

) 

P r e s i d e n t :  M R ............................................................... 

............................................................... .... we. your committee on ............................................. L . Q G ~ ~  G.o.xe.xnme.n.t 

..................................................... having had under consideration ............................................. RQ.us~..- Bill No. 4.8 ............ 

...................................................... .......... Respectfully report as follows: That ............................ House Bill N d  ., ............. 

t h i r d  r e a d i n g  b i l l ,  be amended a s  f o l l o w s :  

1. T i t l e ,  l i n e  5. 
Fo l lowing :  "GENERALLY" 
I n s e r t :  "AND SUBSTANTIVELY" 

2 .  T i t l e ,  l i n e  6 .  
Fo l lowing :  "USE" 
I n s e r t :  "; REVISING THE PROCEDURE TO ISSUE BONDS FOR WATER 

CONSERVATION AND FLOOD CONTROL PROJECTS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE' 

3 .  Page 11, l i n e  4 .  
Fo l lowing :  " t h e "  
S t r i k e :  " f o l l o w i n a "  -. 

Fol lowing:  "p rocedures"  
~ n s e t t :  " e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  such bonds under  t h e  

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  T i t l e  7 ,  c h a p t e r  12 ,  p a r t  42, as t o  c i t i e s  and 
towns and T i t l e  7 ,  c h a p t e r  12 ,  p a r t  21, a s  t o  c o u n t i e s .  Payment 
and s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  bonds s h a l l  be p rov ided  by fo l l owing  t h e  

XKN?fXX f o l l o w i n g  p rocedu re s "  

STATE PUB. C O .  * . .  - .  



.......................... March...l.................. 19;.7.9.. 
Sena te  Loca l  
House B i l l  4 8  
Page Two 

4 .  Page 11, l i n e s  5 through 13. 
S t r i k e :  L ines  5 through 1 3  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y  

5. Page 11, l i n e  1 4 .  
Fo%lowing: l i n e  1 3  
S t r i k e :  " ( 3 ) "  
I n s e r t :  " (1) " 

Page Ilr f i n e  18. I 
Following: l i n e  1 7  

, I n s e r t :  " ( 2 )  A r evo lv ing  fund, t o  be pledged f o r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of 

c h a p t e r  12 ,  p a r t  4 2 ,  a s  t o  c i t i e s  and towns, and T i t l e  7 ,  
bonds, must be e s t a b l i s h e d  pu r suan t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  T i t l e  i 

1 2 ,  p a r t  2 1 ,  a s  t o  c o u n t i e s ,  by t h e  governing body a u t h o r i z i n g  
t h e  i s suance  of t h e  bonds." chapte! 

7 .  Page 1 9  , l i n e  5.  
Fal lowing:  l i n e  4 
I n s e r t :  'Sec t ion  2 8 .  E f f e c t i v e  date. This  a c t  i s  e f f e c t i v e  on 

passage  and approvad.." 



Presiiiefit : M R ............................................................... 

Local Gavcrnnent We, your committee on ........................................................................................................................................................ 

Douse having had under consideration .................................................................................................................. Bill No. 1.Q.41........ 

.# 

' 7 Respectfully report as follows: That ................................... r Bill No .... ....... 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

" .................. ...................................................................:............ 
George N c C Z ~ ~ D  Chairman. 



President: MR. .............................................................. 

Local Govarraent ........................................................................................................................................................ We, your committee on 

gouse having had under consideration ............................................................................................................... Bill No. .... ha ....... 

................................................................ .........., Respectfully report as follows: That ............................ BQU%E~ Bill No..f;S 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

0 .  
. . ........................;.........̂ -...................................................-.&....... . -- 

Ge0rso McCa 1 1 nm 
Chairman. 



Presideat: MR. .............................................................. 

Local C ~ v e r m c n t  ........................................................................................................................................................ We, your committee on 

......................... having had under consideration ........................................................................... ? Bill No. ...fi. 6.3 ....... 

...................... Respectfully report as follows: That ............... - ,. Bill No ...... hB.3 ..... 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena. Mont. 

......................................... :..... ..................................................... 
i .- -. 

Georgs I l c C a l l m  Chairman. 



President: MR. .............................................................. 

I .............................................................. We, your committee on ............................................. ~ Q C . ~ ~ . . . ~ . ~ ~ Q K ~ I ~ ~ . ~  

..................................................... having had under wnsideration ............................................. EQ~~S.C..  Bill No. ........... 

.................................... .......................... R e r p n f u l l ~  report as foll~ws: That ........ - ................... SOUS - Bill Nqa ,............ 

third reading b i l l ,  be =ended as follows: 

1. Title, line 5. 
Fol lowing  : 'GL~ZHIIUY~ 
Insert: "A3D SijsSTsJTInLY* 

2 .  T i t l e ,  l ine  6. 
Following: "5SE" 
Inse r t :  ; F&VISi:IG THE PIXOCZDURL' TO ISSLJE I;O:iDS FOE PiATER 

CO;iS2IIVATIOIl &it FLOOD COL~YROL Pi?GJilCTG; PTc3VIDI:iG EEPECCiT.5 E 

3 .  Page 11, l i n e  4 .  
Following: "theu 
s txika : " f o l l o i ~ i ~ g "  
Fof lowing: "proccduesn 
Insert: 'established for t l o  issuance of s s c h  Lands under the 

provisions of Title 7 r  chapter 12, par t  42, as to cities aod 
tovms and ~ i t l e  7, chapter 15, part 21, as to count ies .  Pa;mant 
and s e c u r i t y  for the bonds ahall be provided by fol lowing tho 

QRFXSS follcwing proccducs"  

STATE PUB. CO.  
Helena. Mont. 

....................................................... ................ 1CantinscdJ 
Chairman. 



4, Eage 11, lines S throagfl 13. 
Striker Lines 5 ttirrjugh 13 ia t i l z i r  cntiscvj  

5. Page 11, l i n e  14. 
followhg: lice 13 
Strike: " (3) 
Insert: (1)" 

6. Page 11, UYrio 18. 
Po~bowFng: line f7 
Insart: ( 2 )  A revolving fund, to be pled3ed for the security of the  

bands, aust be establ i shed p u r s u a n t  to provisions of T i t l e  7.  
chapter 12, part 42, ss to c i t i e s  acd f o ~ w s ,  and T i t l e  7 ,  chagter 
12, part 21, as to counties, hy the  govern ing  body autllorizing 
th~! issuance of the 

7. Page 19, line 5 .  
Pollawing: line 4 
Xnaertr 'Section 2s. effectin date. Phis act is eficctipr on 

passags ad. approval.' 

aa. 
STATE PUB. CO. 

Helena. Mont. 

. . -.-~..~~~~~arg~~.~~i*ca~~~J;r...-.........................................~... . - b .CI Chairman. 
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