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T h e  S e n a t e  E d u c a t i o n  C o x n i t t e e  met  Monday, Fe1~r~ax-y 2 8 ,  i n  Room 
402 o f  t h e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .  S e n a t o r  Bob Brown, Chairman,  c a l l e d  
the m e e t i n g  t o  o r d e r  a t  1 :00  p.m. Commit tee  inenters p r e s e n t  w e r e  
S e n a t o r s  Brown, E d  S m i t h ,  O 'Hara ,  R i c h a r d  S m i t h ,  Anderson ,  S e v e r s o n ,  
F a s b e n d e r ,  McCallum, and  Bl .aylock.  S e n a t o r  Thomas was a b s e n t .  

The f o l l o w i n g  b i l l s  w e r e  h e a r d :  House B i l l  132 
House B i l l  162  
House B i l l  763 
House J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  3 2  

HOUSE B I L L  763  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E u d a i l y ,  s p o n s o r  of  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  bi.11 had 
been  p r e s e n t e d  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  b r i n g  some o r d e r  o u t  of t h e  c h a o s  
c o n c e r n i n g  s c h o o l  b u s e s  and  t h e i r  l i g h t s .  I t  r e q z i r e s  d r i v e r s  
t o  s t o p  f o r  s c h o o l  b u s e s  d i s p l a y i n g  f l a s h i n g  r e d  s i g n a l s  i n  towns 
o r  c i t i e s  and  r e q u i r e s  b u s  d r i v e r s  t o  a c t u a t e  amber and  r e d  w a r n i n g  
l i g h t s  w i t h i n  c i t i e s  o r  towns .  

1 T e r r y  Brown, Pup i l -  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o n s u l t a n t ,  O f f i c e  of 
P 

P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t j . o n ,  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  
commi t t ee  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

Chuck S m i t h ,  S c h o o l  S a f e t y  S u p e r v i s o r ,  Helena S c h o o l  Dis t r ic t  
#1, s t a t e d  h e  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t e s t i m o n y .  H e  p o i n t e d  - 
o u t  t h a t  w i t h  more s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s t u d e n t s  e v e r y  y e a r ,  
more b u s e s  a r e  r u n n i n g  i n  town and  t h e  need  f o r  f l a s h i n g  l i g h t s  
i n  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s  i s  i m p e r a t i v e .  

T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  and  no  o p p o n e n t s ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  
on H o i l s e  B i l l  7 6 3  wzs closed. 

MOUSE BILL 1 3 2  - 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E d u d a i l y ,  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  
p r o v i d e s  f o r  f i l l i n g  t r u s t e e  v a c a n c i e s  i n  t h i r d  c l a s s  s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t s  t o  conform w i t h  f i r s t  and s e c o n d  c l a s s  s c h o o l s  and  
p r o v i d e s  a v a c a n c y  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  w i t h i n  60 d a y s .  

PROPONELJTS 

Leona rd  H .  S a r g e n t ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  31ontana S c h o o l  E o a r d s  
~ s s o c i a t i o n ,  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  - 

I 
t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  commi t t ee .  

T h e r e  b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  and  no o p p o n e n t s ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  
wzs c l o s e d  on  House B i l l  132 .  



Page 2 
Minu tes  
Feb.  2 8 ,  1979 

HOUSE S I L L  1-62 

~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E u d a i l y ,  s p o n s o r  of  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  a l l o w s  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  v o t e d  t a x  l e v i e s  t o  be  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  t w o  y e a r s .  
H e  s t a t e d  he had p r e s e n t e d  t h e  b i l l  i n  p r e v i o u s  s e s s i o n s  and d u e  

I 
t o  p r e s s u r e  from c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  had a g a i n  s u b m i t t e d  it. H e  s a i d  t h e  
b i l l  o f f e r s  t h e  o p t i o c  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  t o  s u b n i t  a  one  y e a r  
o r  two y e a r  l e v y  t o  t h e  v o t e r s .  Hc s a i d  t h e r e  are t h r e e  main p o i n t s  

1 
t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d :  1) it i s  o p t i o n a l ,  n o t  mandatory;  2 )  it p r o v i d e s  
f o r  a  b u s i n e s s - l i k e  approach  t o  budge t ing  and c c n t r a c t i n g ;  and 
3 )  it s a v e s  t i m e  by o n l y  h a v i n g  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  l e v y  e v e r y  o t h e r  
y e a r .  H e  s t a t e d  t h i s  method i s  employed i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  and works 

I 
v e r y  w e l l .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  a b o u t  50% o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  c o u l d  u s e  t h i s  
methcd e f f e c t i v e l y  as  t h e i r  l e v i e s  o v e r  a two year p e r i o d  had 
n o t  i n c r e a s e d  and i n  some c a s e s ,  even d e c r e a s e d .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

1 
E u d a i i y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  80% of t h e  budge t  i s  i n  
s a l a r i e s  and f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  and a  two y e a r  approach  t o  t h e  budge t  
would c e r t a i n l y  be a n  a i d  i n  p l a n n i n g .  H e  s t a t e d  he d i d n ' t  know 

I 
how many s c h o o l s  would u s e  t h e  two y e a r  l e v y  s y s t e n ,  b u t  h e  f e l t  
i f  i t  w e r e  good f o r  some o f  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  t h e n  t h e  o p t i o n  s h o u l d  be 
s , v a i l a b l e .  

I 
9 PROPONENTS 

P h i l  C a ~ b e l l ,  r e p r e s e n t i ~ g  t h e  Montana E d u c a t i o n  l i s s o c i . a t i o n ,  -- - -- 
s t a t e d  h i s ? r g a n i z a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  b i l l  a s  a b e n e f i t  i n  
smoother  o p e r a t i o n  and p l a n n i n g  f o r  s c h o o l s .  H e  s a i d  w i t h  two 
y e a r  p l a n n i n g ,  t h e  s c h o o l s  would know what r e s o u r c e s  t h e y  had 

I 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  them and it would g i v e  them more s e c u r i t y  i n  
negotiating two y e a r  c o n t r a c t s .  H e  s a i d  i n  a s u r v e y  of 2 0 1  
l s t ,  2nd, and 3rd c l a s s  s c h o o l s ,  w i t h  6 0 8  o f  them r e s p o n d i n g ,  

1 
t h a t  t h e  nuaber  of 2 y e a r  c o n t r a c t s  had i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  11 i n  
t h e  1976-1977 s c h o o l  y e a r  t o  4 6  ( r e p r e s e n t i n g  5000-6CG0 t e a c h e r s )  
i n  t h e  1978-1979 s c h o o l  y e a r .  H e  urged s u p p o r t  of  t h e  b i l l .  

1 
Shauna Thomas, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana F e d e r a t i o n  of T e a c h e r s ,  -- 
AFL-CIO,  s t a t e d  t h e y  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l  b u t  r e s e r v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  I 
n e g o t i a t e  y e a r l y  and hoped t h e  c o m i t t e  would t a k e  t h a t  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I 
Leonard S a r g e n t ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana S c h o o l  Boards A s s o c i a t i o n ,  ----- 
s a i d  t h e  b i l l  r e p r e s e n t s  good f i s c a l  management. The f a c t  t h a t  1 
t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  t& y e a r  l e v y  i s  o p t i o n a l  i s  good. H e  s a i d  t h a t  1 
i n  an  i n f o r m a l  p o l l  o f  50  d i s t r i c t s  4 0 8  s a i d  t h e y  would c o n s i d e r  
a t h o  y e a r  l e v y  i f  t h e  b i l l  p a s s e s .  H e  s a i d  t h e  two y e a r  l e v y  
would make f i s c a l  management and p l a n n i n g  e a s i e r  and .c.~ould g i v e  
a y e a r  f o r  c u r r i c u l u m  and s t a f f  development  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  
spend a b u l k  o f  t i m e  on l e v y  problems.  R e  u r q e d  s u p p o r t  of  t h e  b  

i 
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OPPONENTS 

Ed Nel-son, r e p r e s e n t i n g  -- t h e  Montana Taxpayers A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
s t a t e d  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  been i n t r o d u c e d  many t i m e s  
and n e v e r  been adop ted .  H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
e x i s t s  t h a t  t h e  two y e a r  l e v y  w i l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  a t  a  h i g h e r  
l e v e l  t h a n  i s  needed t o  a l l o w  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  c o s t s .  If t h a t  
amount w e r e  n o t  needed,  t h e  e x c e s s  would be used a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
t h o s e  monies  a r e  n o t  r e t u r n e d .  H e  s a i d  t h e  b i l l  encourages  
h i g h e r  l e v y  s e t t i n g  which i n c r e a s e s  t a x e s .  H e  s a i d  i f  t h e  b i l l  
i s  p a s s e d ,  t h e n  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be an  amendment on page 4 ,  l i n e s  
8 -12 ,  which would s t a t e  t h a t  no l e v y  v o t e  may b e  used t h e  
second y e a r .  

Gordon D u n s l e r ,  B i g f o r k ,  s t a t e d  he  i s  on t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d ,  
and he  w o r r i e s  t h a t  c o s t s  such  a s  h e a t i n g  c a n  be a c c u r a t e i y  
p r o j e c t e d  o v e r  a  two y e a r  p e r i o d .  H e  s a i d  t h e y  r e l y  on 
t h e  one  y e a r  l e v y  a s  a  method o f  t a k i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  pulse a s  
t o  t h e  k i n d  o f  job  t h e y  are  d o i n g .  

There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  o r  opponen t s  t.o t h e  b i l l ,  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E u d a i l y  c l o s e d  by s a y i n g  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s  are  v e r y  

I c o s t  c o n s c i o u s  and even if there were e x t r a  monies from t h e  
first y e a r  t h e y  would g o  back t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  fund  t o  d e c r e a s e  
second y e a r  c o s t s .  H e  reminded t h e  c o r n t i t t e e ,  i n  any c a s e  t h e  
two y e a r  l e v y  i s  o p t i o n a l .  

The h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d  on House B i l l  162.  

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 32 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E u d z i l y ,  s p o n s o r  of t h e  bill, s t a t e d  H J R  1-4 
o f  t h e  l a s t  s e s s i o n  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  need t o  c r e a t e  a  un i fo rm 
r u l e  f o r  all e l e c t i o n s .  T h e  i n t e r i i i i  c o m i ~ i t t e e  which was 
t h e  r e s u l t  o f  H J R  1 4  r e c o g n i z e d  there  a r e  s p e c i a l  problems 
w i t h  s c h o o l  e l e c t i o n  laws and s o  t h e y  were dropped from t h e  
t h e  r e v i s i o n  o f  a l l  e l e c t i o n  laws.  He f e l t  t h e r e  i s  a l o t  
of m e r i t  i n  a c e n t r a l  e l e c t i o n  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  for al.1 e l e c t i o n s  
and a  l o t  of  r e a s o n s  f o r  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  e l e c t i o n s  i n  
t h e  e l e c t i o n  laws b u t  a good s t u d y  needs  t o  be done t o  de te r -  
mine t h e  b e s t  way. T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  h i l l  a s k s  for p r i o r i t y  t o  
b e  g i v e n  t o  a s t u d y  and r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  laws r e l a t i n g  t o  
s c h o o l  e l e c t i o n s .  

T h e r e . b e i n g  no p r o p o n e n t s  and no opponen t s  t o  the b i l l  t h e  
h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d  on H J R  3 2 .  

SENATOR O ' H A M  MOVED HJR 32 BE CONCURRED I N .  THE MOTION CARLIED - 
UNANIMOUSLY W I T H  SENATOR THOMAS ABSENT. 
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The c o m m i t t e e  asked Bob P y f e r ,  a t t o r n e y  for L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  
t o  draw up an~endments  fo r  HB 763  w h i c h  would r e f l e c t  t h e  c o n c e r n  
of t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e g a r d i n g  s c h o o l  b u s e s  n o t  a c t i v a t i n g  f l a s h i n g  
l i g h t s  when t h e  b u s e s  are  l o a d i n g  o r  d i s c h a r g i l - i g  s t u d e n t s  a t  
t h e  s c h o o l .  

Senator Ed Smi th  moved House B i l l  1 3 2  be c o n c u r r e d  i n .  B o b  
P y f e r  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  title b e  anended t o  r e f l e c t  f i l l i n g  v a c a n c i e s  
w i t h i n  6 0  d a y s .  A f t e r  d i s c u s s s i o n  by t h e  comnii-t te,  S e n a t o r  
S m i t h  withdrew h i s  m o t i o n .  

There b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  adjourned t o  
r e c o n v e n e  Friday, March 2 ,  1 9 7 9 .  

&d (4 fKj4j7  
S e n a t o r  bob Brown, Chal rman 

jd r  
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To : Chairman Eoh E r o m  
S e n a t e  E d u c a t i o n  Corknit tee 

From: On b e h a l f  o f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Georg ia  R i c e  
By: T e r r y  F. B r o m ,  P u p i l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o n s u l t a n t  

R e  : House B i l l  Number 763 

Ths S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of  P u b 1 . i ~  I n s t r u c t i o n  1~o11ld l i k e  t o  go on r e c o r d  a s  s u p p o r t i n g  
House E i l l  Nunber 763. 

The  1977 L e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s e d  S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 332,  w h i c h  xade scme minor  changes  
i n  S e c t i o n  32-2197 R.C.I.1.. 1947 t o  m k e  t h e  u s e  of  f l a s h i n g  r e d  l i g h t s  o n  
sch301 b u s e s  more un i fo rm a c r o s s  o u r  s t a t e .  

A f ~ e r  o u r  o E f i c e  r e c e i v e d  many c o m p l a i n t s ,  I r e q v e s t e d  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  
or i r i c n  on t h e  new l a ~ g .  Fie s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  w'1.s n s a i n s t  t h e  l a w  f o r  s c h o o l  buses 
t o  a s e  t l ie f l a s h i n g  r e d  l i g h t  s y s t e x  w i t h i n  tl.1;. i n c o r p o r a t e d  c i t y  l i m i t s .  H e  
a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  would bc okay t o  u s e  t h e  f l a i h i n g  a n b c r  l i g h t s .  T h i s  
ca-se.; problems becai lse  a s  so011 a s  you a c t i v z t e  t h ?  a.nber f l a s h e r s ,  and s t o p  
t o  open  t h e  s e r v i c e  d o o r ,  t h e  r e d  l i g h t s  a r e  z d t o x a t i c a l l y  a c t i v a t e d .  

The changes  i n  t h e  l aw t h a t  cere made by t h e  1 9 7 7  i s g i s l a t u r e  caused  n o t h i n g  
b u t  s a f e t y  p rob lems  f o r  p u p i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  h a s  f o r c e d  
s o s e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  and sc l iool  b u s  c o n t r a c t o r s  t o  r u n  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  oE t h e  l a w .  I n  s o a p  of  o u r  l a r g e s t  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  t h e r e  a r e  
a r e a s  where  t h e y  n u s t  l o a d  and un load  s t u d e n t s  i n s i d e  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  c i t y  
l i m i t s  a t  l a c a t i o n s  where t h e r e  i s  no p u l l  o u t  a r e s  (areas where b u s  d r i v e r s  
c a n ' t  g e t  t h e i r  b u s e s  o u t  of t h e  l a n e  of t r a f f i c )  an2  under  p r e s e c i  lnw t h s y  
c a n ' t  u s e  t h e  f l a s h i n g  r e d  l i g h t  s y s t e n  t o  warn m o t o r i s t s  t h a t  they  a re  l o a d i n g  
o r  nn load ing  s t u d e n t s .  I n  sor.o_ c i t i e s  and t o ~ ~ ~ s  t h e y  ? r e  u s i n g  the  f l a s h i n g  
r e d  l i g h t  s y s t e m  even though t h e y  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  i s  a g a i n s t  t h e  l aw,  b e c a u s e  
the:.. f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  way t h e y  can  safely h e l p  p r o t e c t  s c h o o l  children 
i n  t h c s e  l o c a t i o n s ,  who r i d e  s c 5 o o l  b u s e s .  

?:y cn in  co1icern i s  t o  pro.4-ide the  g r e a t e s t  d e g r e ~  o f  s a f e t y  t h a t  w e  c a n  f o r  a l l  
c h i i d r e n  who r i d e  s c h o o l  b u s e s .  Montana h a s  e p u p i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s a f e t y  
record b e t t e r  than n o s t  any s t a t e  i n  t h e  union. i.le have no r e c o r d  o f  a c h i l d  
b e i n s  k i l i s d  i n s i d e  a s c h o o l  bcs, b u ~  w e  have l o s t  c?-[i idren a t  l c a d i n g  and 
un lo l : ! i .n~  a r e a s .  Xo one car, ~ u a r a n t e e  t h a t  xi,:orl?t:;  :.:ill s t o p  f o r  a  s c h o o l  b u s  
usins i:s f l a s h i n ;  r e d  l i g h t s ,  5 ~ i t  ;:e nus: tr:, c L j  ~ r . j v i d e  a s  mush p r d t e c t i o n  '1s 

vie can f o r  sc t loo l  chil.dt-en i n  b~:,;  l o a d i n g  a n d  u r ~ l a z d i n g  a r e a s .  
. . .  . . . .  ;. ..  .:......... . -  . . . . . . . .  1 . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  .: . . - .  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . .  . - .  > .  .. %, , -' 

- :. . . . . .  Z - . -  . . . . . . .  .: ... ....... .,.>.......'.. : - .  . . . . .  . . .: - - 
. . .  . . . .  - .  , : . - ' -  . -. - - .  . . . . . \ - - - .  



SCKSOLS - Transpor ta t ion  o f  Pup i l s ;  

SCEOOL BUSES - Duty t o  Display Flashing  Li 

on Highway; 

.ghts  When Stopped 

HELD : Senate B i l l  332, Chapter 244; Montana Sess ion  
Laws of  1 9 7 7 ,  does n o t  a l t e r  Sec t ion  32-21.97, 
R.C.M. 1947, and r e d  l i g h t s  on school  buses 
need n o t  be activated when a bus i s  stopped 
t o  load o r  unload s t u d e n t s  i n s i d e  the  
co rpora te  l i m i t s  of a c i t y  o r  town. Hoxever, 
it i s  appropr ia t e  t o  maintain; f l a s h i n g  arber 
l i g h t s  on such v e h i c l e  while  stopped t o  l o a d  
o r  unload c h i l d r e n  a s  a warning t o  m o t o r i s t s  
i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of s a f e t y .  

22  November 1977 

Ter ry  F. Erotrn 
Pup i l  Transpor ta t ion  S a f e t y  Consultant 
O f f i c e  of p u b l i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  
S t a t e  Cap i to l  
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear M r .  Brown: 

Yo11 have reques ted  my opinion on t h e  followirlg ques t ion :  

Does passage of Senate B i l l  3 2 2  by t h e  1977 
Montana L e g i s l a t u r e  mean t h a t  school  b u s  d r i v e r s  
may no longer  u s e  f l a s h i n g  red l i g h t s  when l oad ing  
o r  unloading schoo l  c h i l d r e n  wi th in  t he  corpora te  
l i m i t s  of a Montana c i t y  o r  town. 

The Sec t ion  o f  Piontana l a w  d e a l t  with i n  Senate  C i l l  322 was 
Sec t ion  32-2191(b) ,  R.C.!ii. 1947. Before arnenCient t h e  
s e c t i o n  said: 



Terry F. B r o m  
22 P:overLber 13-77 
Pacje 2 

... Amber f l a s h i n g  l i g h t s  s h a l l  h e  a c t u a t e d  by tho  
d r i v e r  approximate ly  one hundred and f i f t y  ( 1 5 0 )  . 
f e e t  i n  c i t i e s ,  and approximately  f i v e  hundred 
( 5 0 0 )  feet i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  b e f o r e  the bus  i s  
s topped  t o  r e c e i v e  o r  d i s c h a r g e  schoo l  ch i ld re ' n .  
Red l i g h t s  s h a l l  be  a c t u a t e d  by the  d r i v e r  o f  said 
schoo l  bus whenever such v e h i c l e  i s  s topped  on t h e  
highway f o r  t h e  purpose of  r e c e i v i n g  o r  d i s -  
cha rg ing  s c h o o l  children. 

The change nade by Senate   ill 322 i s  a minor one.  The 
s e c t i o n  now r e a d s :  

. . .?mber f l a s h i n g  l i g h t s  s h a l l  be  a c t u a t e d  by t h e  
d r i v e r  approximate ly  500 f e e t  b e f o r e  the bus i.s 
s topped  t o  r e c e i v e  o r  d i s c h a r g e  school  c h i l d r e n  on 
t h e  highway. Red l i g h t s  s h a l l  be a c t u a t e d  by  t h e  
d r i v e r  o f  s a i d  s choo l  bus whenever such  v e h i c l e  i s  
s topped  on t h e  hir3h-rv.z~ f c r  t h e  purpose o f  
r e c e i v i n g  o r  d i s c h a r g i n g  school  c h i l d r e n .  

The o n i y  c h a ~ g e  mzde i n  S e c t i o n  32-2191(b) by Sena te  B i l l  
3 2 2  i s  t h e  removal o f  t h a t  po r t i o r ,  which c a l l e d  f o r  amber 
l i g h t s  t o  be " a c t u a t e d  by t h e  d r i v e r  approximate ly  150 f e e t  
i n  c i t i e s . "  Er ief  tes t imony a t  a  h e a r i n g  on t h i s  matter 
before  the House ~ i g h w a y  and  rans sport at ion Committee on 
Plarch 3 ,  1977,  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  language wzs s t r i c k e n  t o  
e l i m i n a t e  a c o n f l i c t  with s u b s e c t i o n  ( a )  o f  t h e  same law. 

s u b s e c t i o n  ( a )  o f  t h e  same section says :  

( a )  The d r ive r  o f  a  v e h i c l e  upon a hiqhwav 
o u t s i d e  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  limits o f  a?y c i F y  o r  tow;; -- -- - 7- 

upon meet ing  o r  ove r t ak ing  from e l ther  d i r e c t ~ o n  
zny schoo l  b u s  which h a s  stopped cn  the highway 
f o r  t h e  purpose  of r e c e i v i n g  o r  d i s c h a r g i n g  any 
schoo l  c h i l d r e n  s h a l l  s t o p  t h e  v e h i c l e  before 
reaching  such schoo l  b u s  when t h e r e  i s  i n  
operation on s a i d  bus a v i s u a l  f l a s h i n g  red 
s i g n a l  . . . .  

A n  i n h e r e n t  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  s t a t u t e  e x i s t e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
amendment, since suhsecti .on ( a )  con f ined  t h e  d u t y  of  ar, 
approachi.ng d r i v e r  t o  stop a t  a r e a s  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  
llrnits o f  any c i t y  o r ,  town whi le  s u b s e c t i o n  ( b )  made 
p r o v i s i o n s  f ~ r  the bus d r i v e r s  t o  use  r e d  warning l i g h t s  
w i t h i n  c i t i e s  arid towns. \?iJhil.e s u b s e c t i o n  ( b )  al lowed 
warning l i g h t s  i n s i d e  c i t y  l i m i t s ,  s u b s e c t i o n  ( a )  nade it 
c l e a r  t h a t  d r i v e r s  o f  approaching au tomobi les  w i t h i n  t h e  
l i m i t s  of  incorporated c i t i e s  and towns were n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  
obey s u c h  s i g n a l s .  

--*.. ;. '. " . . . . .  . . . &  . . . .  . . .  . .  . .. . . . . ; _' , . - 
. ,  . , . .  , . .  . - .\ . . . . .  . -  - . . . . .  

~ d d i f i o n a l ~ ~  d o m n o n s e n s e  Zi -c ta tes  such:. a r e a d i n q  o f  t h e  ., - 
s t a t u t e  s j . nce  on h e a ~ ~ i l y  t rair~t!ed s t r e e t s  i n  many o f  t h e  



state's l a r g e r  c i t i e s  traffic from both d i r e c t i o n s  would be 
halted when school  t ~ s e s  were stopped w i t h  red l i g h t s  
f l a s h i n g  caus ing  tremendous t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  problems. 

It appears  that w h i l e  d r i v e r s  may n o t  a c t i v a t e  the red 
l i g h t s  and c e r t a i n l y  d r i v e r s  of approaching v e h i c l e s  need 
noT obey such l i g h t s  i n s i d e  c i t y  l i m i t s  there i s  no th ing  
t;hich prevents dr ivers  o f  school  buses from maintaini i lg  
a c t i v a t e d  amber l i g h t s  while stopped i n s i d e  c i t y  l i m i t s  as a 
warning t o  o t h e r  motor i s t s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of  safety of the 
school  c h i l d r e n  involv2d. 

Senate B i l l  3 2 2 ,  Chapter 244, M o n t a ~ a  Sess ion  Laws o f  
1977 ,  does n o t  a l t e r  Sec t ion  32-2197,R.C.M. 1947, and 
r e d  l i g h t s  on schooi  buses  need n o t  be a c t i v a t e d  when a 
b u s  i s  stopped t o  load  o r  unload s t u d e n t s  i n s i d e  t h e  
c o r p o r a t e  l i m i t s  o f  a c i t y  o r  to7m.  H o w e v e r ,  it i s  
a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  r ~ a i n t a i n  f l a s h i n g  a~tber  l i g h t s  on s u c h  
v e h i c l e  while s topped  t o  load  o r  unload ch i ld r en  as  a 
warning t o  i i ~ a t o r i s t s  i n  t l e  i n t e r e s t  of  safety, 

a q Attorney Ge~eral s 
i ' d  ti # 
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MONTANA SCHOOL 
501 korth Sander< 

Heiena, tdontana 5960 ' 
Telephone: 4061442-2i 8: 

RESIDENT 

I George Lt??erl 
F. 0. Box 1255 
For! Bentoq, t.!T 5,>cl: 

'ICE FRESICENi  

I 
Earl Messick 
Foufe # I .  Box I?.; 
L~bby .  MT 59923 

!?MEDIATE 
PAST PRESIDENT 
L3rry T v e ~ t  
r?R #1. Box 33 1- ratrvlew. MT 59221 

ISTRICT DIRECTORS: 

I EARL MESSICK 
RR u i ,   OX 12.18 
L~bby .  MT 59323 

! GEORGE LIPPERT 

I eox 1255 
Ft Benton. MT 5S4.12 

MARVIN BARTEL 
cox v 73 

I 
Wolf Point, M i  5S.01 

LARRY TVElT 
RR 61.  6ox 33 
F a ~ r v ~ e w .  MT 5322: 

Route 2 

I 
Mtssoula MT 53 - G I  

KCRRYFEYSE" 
Box I26 
Enms. t.fT 59723 

I'JILBIJR SFR!NG 

B ~ l g r a d e ,  M T  9 7 1 4  

I CClClLLE OLDS 
Sox 1149 

I Red Lodge. MT 53058 

HAROLD PETEESOtI 
P 0 Box 124 
Colslrip. MT 59323 

I FIICIPAL: 

LINGS DIRECSOn" 
RITA Y ElZEP 
2903 R a l c l i f l  Drl,? 
':lltr,gs, MT 59iS: 

'VE DIRECTOR t; aETTY LOU aERG 
I2CB W. Diamoqd 
Butte. MT 59701 

FAT FALLS GiRECTOP 
1AME JIJ:;KCR'LIFH L 
2304 3rd PYP f i 0 1 ! n  

Great Falls. MT 5":'il 

.ENA DIRECTOR 
EFI1.IY BULLOCK lo H!gh!and 

la. MT  55601 

I 
IULA DIRECTOR 

.NE HILLER 
45 Longsta l l  
inissoula, MT 59K1 

Lconard H. Sargent, Executive D i r e c t o .  

BOARDS ASSOCIATION Wayne G. Buchanan, Director of Spocia! Sewice: - -. 

DATE : F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  1979 

TO : S e n a t e  E d u c a t i o n  C o r m i t t e e  

FROM: Leonard H. S a r g e n t ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

SUBJECT: Froponen t  Tes t imcny on House B i l l  132 - 

T h i s  b i l l  was i n t r o d u c e d  by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Eu.daily a t  t h e  
r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  Montana Schoo l  Eoards  A s s o c i a t i o n .  W e  a r e  
s e e k i n g  p a s s a g e  of t h i s  b i l l  a s  a r e s u l t  of a  r e s o l u t i o n  pro- 
posed and p z s s e d  by o u r  D e l e g a t e  Assembly and g e n e r a l  merber- 
s h i p  i n  November, 1978.  

This b i l l ,  i f  e n a c t e d ,  would a f f e c t  a l l  t h i r d  c l a s s  d i s t r i c t s  
( w i t h  OK w i t h o u t  h i g h  s c h o o l s ) .  I n . s u r v e y i n g  273  s u c h  d i s -  
t r i c t s  i n  Montana w e  found t h a t  t h e  b o a r d  s i z e  b r e a k s  down 
as f o l l o w s :  

218  have  3-member b o a r d s  
10 have 4-member b o a r d s  
3 8  have 5-menber b o a r d s  

6 have  6-member b o a r d s  
1 h a s  a 7-member bodrd  

I t  seems o n l y  p r o p e r  t o  a l l o w  these d i s t r i c t s  t o  a p p o i n t  q u a l i -  
f i e d  p e r s o n s  t o  f i l l  v a c a n c i e s  on t h 3 i r  b o a r d s  t h e m s e l v e s .  The 
p r e s e n t  l a w  c a l l s  fo r  t h e  County S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  t o  make s u c h  
a p p o i n t m e n t s .  I n  many c a s e s  of t h e s e  d i s t r i c t s ,  t h e  Coznty 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  serves as t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  and s u p e r v i s e s  t h e  
g e n e r a l  s c h o o l  program. I t  i s  a  q u e s t i o n a b l e  management p r a c -  
t i c e  t o  have t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  a p p o i n t  m e ~ i b e r s  o f  a b o a r d  he  
s e r v e s  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y .  

M e  a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  f i l l i n g  a  v a c z t e d  
t r u s t e e  p o s i t i o n  s h o u l d  be t h e  d u t y  o f ' t h e  r e n a i n i n g  m e m b e r s  
o f  t h e  t r u s t e e s  i n  a l l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  A s  a b o a r d  t h e y  know 
what  e x p e r t i s e  t h e y  m i g h t  want t o  s e e k  i n  an  a p p o i n t e d  b o a r d  
menber.  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E u d a i l y ,  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  FISBA, h a s  a l s o  
added a r e q u i r e m e n t  on  page 6 ,  l i n e  2  which  w i l l  z v o i d  any  
p rob lems  of t h e  trustees f a i l i n g  t o  f i l l  a  vacancy  w i t h i n  a  
r e a s o n a b l e  ~ e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  and t h i s  new l a n g u a g e  in S e c t i o n  
20-3-309, MCA, w i l l  b e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  Montana Schoo l  
d i s t r i c t s .  

We r e s p e c t f u l l y  a s k  t h a t  t h e  Committee g i v e  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r -  
a t i o n  t o  House B i l l  132.  
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. 
;~uca&ieri 

We, your comt~tit iee on ........................................................................................................................................................ 

. - . - ~:o,ls--. Joint Re;cl~tic.a 3 2  h a i n 2  had cr.di:r consideration ...........................................................................................................N 0. ................. 

5 T A T E  Put?. CO. 
Helena.  M o n t .  

................................................................................................... 
Chairman. , 6 - 




