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F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1979 

The S e n a t e  E d u c a t i o n  C o ~ n i a i t t e e  m e t  F r i d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  23 ,  1 3 7 9 ,  
i n  Roon 4 0 2  o f  t h e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g .  S e n a t o r  Rob Broxn,  Chai rman,  
c a l l e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  o r d e r  a t  8 : 2 1  2 . m .  C o n u n i t t e e  members p r e s e n t  
w e r e  S e n a t o r s  Brown, Ed S m i t h ,  Thomas, O ' I Ia ra ,  R i c h a r d  S m i t h ,  
Ande r son ,  F a s b e n d e r ,  and  B l a y l o c k .  S e n a t o r  McCallum and  S e v e r s o n  
w e r e  a b s e n t .  

The c o m m i t t e e  h e a r d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b i l l s :  House E i l l  296,  Mouse 
B i l l  485,  and  House B i i l  561. 

HOUSE B I L L  296 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lund, s p o n s o r ,  s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  s e e k s  t o  b r i n g  
Montana l a w  i n t o  cor i formance w i t h  ' t he  f e d e r a l  l a w .  874 f u n d s ,  
which  a r e  f e d e r a l  i m p a c t  mon ies  r e c e i v e d  o n l y  by Ma,-mstrom A i r  
F o r c e  Base  and t h e  I n d i a n  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  l e v i e s .  If  t h e  l evy  f a i l s ,  t h e  district 
c a n n o t  s p e n d  t h e  8 4 7  m o n i e s .  S e n a t o r  Me lche r  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  
B r o c t o n  amendment i n  C o n g r e s s ,  which  p a s s e d ,  t h a t  a l l o w s  s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t s  t o  expend  874  mon ies  even  i f  the l e v y  f a i l s .  

Gob S t o c k t o n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  
s t a t e d  t h e y  a p p r e c i a t e d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L u n d ' s  s p o n s o r s h i p  of 
t h e  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  F r z s i e r  and  Brock ton  were two s c h o o l s  t h a t  
l o s t  t h e i r  l e v i e s  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e i r  874 f u n d s .  B r o c k t o n  
l o s t  40% of their total budget d o l l a r s  as a result. H c  reiter- 
a t e d  t h e  b i l l  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  conform t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i - o n .  

Wayne Buchanan,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana S c h o o l  Boa rds  A s s o c i a -  
t i o n ,  echoed  M r .  S t o c k t o n ' s  teskirriony and saki it i s  a good 
b i l l  a n d  t h e y  s u p p o r t  i t .  

T h e r e  were no f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  and  no  o p p o n e n t s  t o  t h e  b i l l .  
The h e a r i n g  bras c l o s e d  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n  e n s u e d .  

S e n a t o r  Ed S m i t h  moved S e n a t e  B i l l  296 B e  Concur red  I n .  The ---- ---- 
m o t i o n  c a r r i e d  u n a n i n o ~ 1 ~ 3 ~ y .  S e n a t o r  E d  Tmi th  ~ ' i l l  tice c a r r y  
t h e  bi .11 on  t h e  f l o o r .  

SENATE BILL 485  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L u n d ,  s p o n s o r ,  a s k e d  Bob S t o c k t o n  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  
b i l l .  

Rob S t o c k t o n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Office of P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  
J 



Page  2 
l \ ; inu tes  
Feb. 2 3 ,  1979  

s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  t h e  p rob lems  w i t h  
t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  o p i n i o n  r e  7 t h  and  8 t h  g r a d e  f u n d i n g .  I t  
w a s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i.n t h e  o r i g i n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  
t h a t  e q u a l i z a t i o n  o c c u r  between m i d d l e  s c h o o l s  and  h i g h  s c h o o l s .  
B u t ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  o p i n i o n  t h e  m i d d l e  
s c h o o l s  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  f u n d i n g  b a s e d  on t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  ra te .  
T h i s  b i l l  would c a u s e  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  f u n d i n g  t o  be  b a s e d  on t h e  
h i g h  s c h o o l  s c h e d u l e  u s i n g  t h e  t o t a l  AN3 o f  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  
where  t h e  m i d d l e  s c h o o o l  i s  l o c a t e d .  H e  f u r t h e r  stated t h a t  a s  
t h i n g s  are now, some s c h o o l s  a r e  unde r funded  a n d  some e x c e e d i n g l y  
o v e r  funded  and  t h i s  h a s  c a u s e d  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  $ 1 , 1 1 5 , 0 0 0  i n  t h e  
f o u n d a t i o n  program.  

PROPONENTS 

Wdyne Buchanan ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana School. Boa rds  
A s s c z i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  c l z r i f i e s  t h e  r u l i n g  f o r  t h e  
f u n d s  a n d  t h e y  s u p p o r t  i t .  

I T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  and  no o p p o n e n t s ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  
;.;as c l o s e d  and  d i s c u s s i o n  e n s u e d .  

S e n . ~ t o r  Anderson  moved House Bil.1 4 8 5  B c  Concur red  I n .  The --- ------ 
mot ion  c a r r i e d  unan imous ly .  S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r  w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  ----- 
b i l l .  

SENATE BILL 516 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lurid a s k e d  Bob S t o c k t o n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  O f f i c e  
of  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  b i l l .  h l r .  S t o c k t o n  s a i d  
t h e  bill e s t a b l i s h e s  a  r e v o l v i n g  f u n d  i n  OPI f o r  f u n d s  d e r i v e d  
f rom t h e  s a l e  o f  s e r v i c e s  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  p r o v i d e d  
by t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s  and a s s e s s m e n t .  The f u n d s  woul6 
b e  used  t o  h e l p  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o s t s  o f  t h c  d i v i s i o n .  U p  
t o  now, f e d e r a l  f u n d s  h a v e  p a i d  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  b u t  t h o s e  
f u n d s  a r e  b e i n g  p h a s e d  out c o m p l e t e l y  and  it was hoped t h a t  
by c h a r g i n g  f o r  s e r v i c e s  and  d e p o s i t i n g  t h o s e  f u n d s  i n  a 
r e v o l v i n g  f u n d  i n s t e a d  of t h e n  g o i n g ' i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  fund, 
t h e  c o s t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  program would b e  miniri t ized.  

PROPONENTS 

B i l l  C o n n e t t ,  Manager of t h e  D i v i s i ~ n  o f  P .esources  and  A s s e s s n e n t ,  
071, e x p l a i n e d  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  ~ i v i s i o n .  H c  s a i d  t h o y  

I f a r n i s h  n i a t e r i a l s  and i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  s c h o o l s  and  programs i n  s t a t e  
and o u t  o f  state and  d o  compu te r  s e a r c h e s  t h r o u y h  a d a t a  G3se I n  
~ z l i f o r n i a .  They f e l t  t h e y  could r e c o v e r  s o x e  of  t h c  costs o f  
t:ie s e r v i c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  c h a r y 2  and 3;so f e l t  t h a t  a  c h ~ r g e  i s  fair 



a s  some s c h o o l s  uti.l.ize t h e  scrvicc arid others don't. 

There were no p r o p o n e n t s  and no o p p o n m t s  t o  t h e  b i l l .  The 
hearing was closed and d i s c u s s i o n  e n s u e d .  The commit tee  a s k e d  
t h e  representative f r o m  O P I  to p r o v i d c  them so=? further facts 
and figures on the program and will review t h e n  a t  a l a t e r  
date. 

There being no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  the rneetiny adjourned to 
reconvene Wednesday, February 28, 1 9 7 9  a t  1 : 0 0  p.m. 
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levy i F  the voters of t.!?c d i s t r i c t  so  a u t l i o r i z c  s u c h  u s e .  

House BLll 485 revises  t h e  1ay.d r c l ~ t i n ~ j  t o  s p e c i ~ i l  func1i.ng 
for 7 t h  and 8th grade  middle schoa1.s. C u r r c n t l y  m i d d l e  schools  
AS3 i s  funded at the h i g h  school rate. T h i s  l a w  i.s revised to 
r ~ ? a c l  tha t  n midt'llc school funtlir:(.l i.s r!ctcrrnin.;!d fro21 tilt i ~ i g h  
school schedule u s i n g  t h e  total. AP7U of the c l e r n ~ n k a r ) ~  sc5onl where 
tile r;ii.c?c?le school is i . n c l i l d e d .  
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S c n .  Bob Brown, C h a i r m a n  

I S e n .  E d  S m i t h ,  V i c e  C h a i r m a n  - - --- 

S e n .  Jesse O ' H a r a  I --- 
I S e n .  George  McCallum -- 

I S e n .  E lmer  S e v e r s o n  

I '  Sen .  Mikc Ande r son  -- 

Sen. C h e t  B lay l -ock  I--_ 
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