MINUTES OF MEETING
SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
February 20, 1979 .l

The forty-fourth meeting of the Senate Judiciary Committee
was called to order by the chairman, Everett R. Lensink in Roomn
331 of the Capitol Building on the above date at 9:18 a.m.

ROLL CALL:

All members were present.

RECONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 420:

Senator Towe moved that we take this bill off the table
and further discuss it. Senator Galt stated that he felt it
should stay where it is until a resolution is decided.

Senator Towe questioned what kinds of things will this do
that the federal law can't do, what can this do that the existing
state law can't do and he stated that one bread company is holding
94 to 96 per cent of the bread market in the State of Montana;
that one little company, Wonder Bread in Billings, has been
struggling away and they report such things as holes being poked
in their bread, their products pushed to the back of the racks,
etc. He said that the state act has no teeth,it has never been
used in all the period of time that it has been there and they are
afraid that it would not stand up. He stated that he said he q
would support bringing it back on the condition we talk about
section 6, that section Senator Turnage was concerned about and
about the penalty section and make that a misdemeanor.

Senator Healy stated that he did not hear much of the testi-
mony as he was at another meeting and that he was in favor of taking
it off the table.

Senator Anderson commented on statistical information and
circumstantial evidence and stated that that is the only way you
can come up with anything - history of prices, price trends, etc.
He said that that is the guts of the bill.

Senator Towe stated that he tended to agree that it is very I
helpful but he did not think it was crucial to the bill, and that
the rule of evidence is going to apply most of the time and that
too much emphasis would be placed on statistical and circumstantial
evidence.

A vote was taken on the motion and it failed. I

RECONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 221:

Joan Mayer from the Legislative Council stated that the
Department of Revenue was to write new language taking all the
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material out on liens and they didn't do it right. Senator
Lensink stated that the agency doesn't do a very good job of
bill drafting and the experienced people in the Legislative
Council are doing a very good job.

Senator Turnage moved that the amendments be adopted.
The motion carried unanimously.

Senator Turnage moved that without objection, we have
this bill do pass, as amended. There were no objections.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

= , -

e A
SENATOR EVERETT R. LENSINX, Chairman
Senate Judiciary Committee
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