
MINUTES OF MEETING 
SENATE J U D I C I A R Y  COIJL4ITTEE 

February  20,  1979 

The f o r t y - f o u r t h  mee t ing  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o r m i t t e e  
was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by t h e  cha i rman ,  E v e r e t t  R. Lens ink  i n  R o o m  
331  o f  t h e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  on t h e  above d a t e  a t  9:18 a.m. 

I 
ROLL CALL: 

A l l  members w e r e  p r e s e n t .  I 
RECONSIDERATION OF SENATE B I L L  420: 

I 

S e n a t o r  Towe moved t h a t  w e  t a k e  t h i s  b i l l  o f f  t h e  t a b l e  
and  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s  it. S e n a t o r  G a l t  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  f e l t  it 
s h o u l d  s t a y  where it i s  u n t i l  a  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  d e c i d e d .  

I 
S e n a t o r  Towe q u e s t i o n e d  what k i n d s  of t h i n g s  w i l l  t h i s  do 

t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  law c a n ' t  d o ,  what c a n  t h i s  d o  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
I 

s t a t e  law c a n ' t  d o  and h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  one  b r e a d  company i s  h o l d i n g  
9 4  t o  9 6  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  b r e a d  marke t  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Montana; 
t h a t  one  l i t t l e  company, Wonder Bread i n  B i l l i n g s ,  h a s  been 
s t r u g g l i n g  away and t h e y  r e p o r t  such  t h i n g s  as  h o l e s  b e i n g  poked 

I 
i n  t h e i r  b r e a d ,  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  pushed t o  t h e  back o f  t h e  r a c k s ,  
e tc .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  a c t  h a s  no t e e t h , i t  h a s  never  been 
used  i n  a l l  t h e  p e r i o d  of t i n e  t h a t  i t  h a s  been t h e r e  a n d  t h e y  a r e  

I 
z f r a i d  t h a t  it would n o t  s t a n d  up. He s t a t e d  t h a t  he  s a i d  h e  
would s u p p o r t  b r i n g i n g  it back on t h e  c o n d i t i o n  w e  t a l k  a b o u t  
s e c t i o n  6 ,  t h a t  s e c t i o n  S e n a t o r  Turnage was concerned  a b o u t  and 
a b o u t  t h e  p e n a l t y  s e c t i o n  and make t h a t  a  misdemeanor.  

(II 
I 

S e n a t o r  Healy s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  h e a r  much o f  t h e  t e s t i -  
. 

mony a s  he was a t  a n o t h e r  mee t ing  and t h a t  he  was i n  f a v o r  o f  t a k i n g  
it o f f  t h e  t a b i e .  I 

S e n a t o r  Anderson commented on s t a t i s t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  and  
~ i r c ~ s t a n t i a l  e v i d e n c e  and s t a t e d  t h a t  t h a t  i s  t h e  o n l y  way you 
c a n  come up w i t h  a n y t h i n g  - h i s t o r y  o f  p r i c e s ,  p r i c e  t r e n d s ,  e tc .  
H e  said t h a t  t h a t  i s  t h e  g u t s  o f  t h e  b i l l .  

I 
S e n a t o r  Towe s t a t e d  t h a t  he  t ended  t o  a g r e e  t h a t  it i s  v e r y  

h e l p f u l  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  it was c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  b i l l ,  and t h a t  
t h e  r u l e  o f  e v i d e n c e  i s  g o i n g  t o  a p p l y  most o f  t h e  t i m e  and t h a t  

I 
t o o  much emphasis  would be p l a c e d  on s t a t i s t i c a l  and c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  
e v i d e n c e .  I 

A v o t e  was t a k e n  on t h e  motion and it f a i l e d .  I 
RECONSIDEKIiTION OF SENATE BILL 221: 

Joan Mayer from t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Counc i l  s t a t e 2  t h a t  t h e  
Department  o f  Revenue was t o  w r i t e  new l anguage  taking a l l  t h c  
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mater ia l  o u t  on  l i e n s  and  t h e y  d i d n ' t  d o  i t  r i g h t .  S e n a t o r  
L e n s i n k  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  agency  d o e s n ' t  d o  a v e r y  good j o b  of 
b i l l  d r a f t i n g  a n d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e d  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  
C o u n c i l  are d o i n g  a  v e r y  good j o b .  

S e n a t o r  Turnage  moved t h a t  t h e  amendments b e  a d o p t e d .  
The  m o t i o n  c a r r i e d  unanimous ly .  

S e n a t o r  Turnage  moved t h a t  w i t h o u t  o b j e c t i o n ,  w e  have  
this b i l l  d o  p a s s ,  a s  amended. T h e r e  w e r e  no o b j e c t i o n s .  

T h e r e  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  was a d j o u r n e d .  

SENATOR EVEXETT R.  LENSINK, Chairinan 
S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o r m i t t e e  



i L,;.l;r-;i~lk , Evert-. tt R. , C l ~ r .  (i?) 
-- -- - - - ------ 

/ s S. n . ,  V. Chr. ( r c )  
--------- I --- , 

/ r u r ,  J e a n  A. ( R )  1 ---- t------ 
/ 0 - 1  Jcssc A. (R) 
j 1--- _ _ - - I _ - _ _ _ _ _ - . A  l J  

i I o r  4 . 7  (R) 1 
.. _ - -- - - -  J_-*' 

I 

&+ j V c i i i  I 1 -  , l,'i.<!d (ill f /* -- -_--------I- . -.-J .-.------ 











S ~ ~ T E C ( ~ N ~  JUDICIARY 

Datc Bill No. 42 c T i m  9.2  5'- 

L e n s i n k ,  E v e r e t t  R . ,  C h r .  (R)  

T u r n a q e ,  J e a n  A .  ( 2 )  I I J 
I 

/' 

O l s o n ,  S .  A . ,  V .  C h r .  ( R )  / 

O ' H a r a ,  Jesse A .  ( R )  /' 

A n d e r s o n ,  Mike ( R )  

Towe, Thomas E .  (D) 

1 J 
r 
I 

G a l t ,  Jack E .  ( R )  ',/' 

Van V a l k e n b u r g ,  Fred ( D )  c/ ! 
I 

I I 

Brown, S t e v e  (D) L/' 

Secre ta ry  Chairman 

I l ea ly ,  J o h n  E .  ( J a c k )  ( D )  

(include enough information on mtion--put with yellm cope? of 
ccmnittee report. ) 

/ 



. 
S E N A T E ~ ~  J U D I C I A R Y  

Datc B i l l  No. L,!; c T i m  9 -3 5.- 

w YES No 
I 

L e n s i n k ,  E v e r e t t  R . ,  C h r .  ( R )  /" 
O l s o n ,  S.  A . ,  V .  Chr. ( R )  /" 

T u r r i a q c ,  J e a n  A .  ( R )  I 4'' 
0 '  Hara, Jesse A .  (R) / 

</. 

A n d e r s o n ,  M i k e  ( R )  

T o w e ,  Thomas E .  (D) L, . .,- I 
I 

el' 

G a l t ,  J a c k  E .  ( I t )  I 
I 

CI 

I I 

B r o w n ,  Steve (Dl 

E d  
Van V a l k e n b u r g ,  F r e d  (D) 

Secretary Chairman 

I..' 1 

-A 

I ~ c a l y ,  J o h n  E .  ( J a c k )  (D) 

Motion : 7 , , . , - / - F , ' 4 ?; 
I 

I 

/" 

(include enough infonnation an mtion--put w i t h  yell04 C O ~ . ~ I  of 
camit- report. ) 




