
MINUTES 

FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

February 15, 1979 

The fourteenth meeting of the Fish and Game Com- 
mittee was called to order by Chairman Ed Smith, at 7:00 
P.M., in Room 402 of the State Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present, with the 
exception of Senators Galt and Stimatz, who were excused. 

DISPOSITION OF SB 470: Senator Goodover made a 
motion that SB 497 DO NOT PASS. The motion was seconded 
by Senator Manley, and unanimously passed. Senator Galt 
had left his vote of "yes" on a DO NOT PASS motion with 
Chairman Smith. 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 497, A BILL FOR AN ACT EtJ- 
TITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A PERMIT SYSTEM FOR THE 
AERIAL HUNTING OF PREDATORY ANIMALS; FORBIDDING THE HARASS- 
MENT OF LIVESTOCK BY AIRCRAFT; PROVIDING PENALTIES, IN- 
CLUDING FORFEITURE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY, FOR ILLEGAL AERIAL 
HUNTING OF WILDLIFE; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 
DATE. " 

Since the earlier meeting this date, a new bill had 
been drafted. Mr. Bob Gilbert of the Montana Woolgrowers 
Association, Mr. Joe Helle, also with the Woolgrowers Asso- 
ciation, and representatives of the Montana Trappers Asso- 
ciation, spoke in favor of the bill. Mr. Helle added that, 
as amended, the new bill would allow more consideration for 
pilots and trappers. 

Senator Van Valkenburg stated that, with so many 
changes, he could not accept the new bill. 

Chairman Smith mentioned he had not recommended a 
name be put on this bill. 

Senator Manley said he thought the best thing to 
do would be to wait and work on a proposal within the next 
two years which would constitute a more compatible piece 
of legislation; he felt this would be wiser than accepting 
this bill. He asked the trappers how many months of the 
year they trap coyotes; they replied they trap twelve 
months of the year. 
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Mr. Edd  ent twig, representing the Trappers Associa- 
tion, said there were controls until the time of Judge 
Battin's ruling. 

Chairman Smith asked if a meeting of the trappers, 
the private pilots, and Senator Van Valkenburg could result 
in an agreement regarding SB 497.  It was decided they 
would meeting tomorrow. 

DISPOSITION OF S B  475: Senator Goodover made a 
motion that SB 4 7 5  BE TABLED. The motion was seconded bv 
Senator Manley and unanimously approved. 

DISPOSITION OF SB 440: Senator Goodover made a 
motion that SB 440  BE TABLED. The motion was seconded bv 
Senator Manley and unanimously carried. 

ADJOURNMENT: Chairman Smith adjourned the meeting 
a t  7 :50  P.M. 

. 
SENATOR ED B. SMITH, CHAIRMAN 
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