
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK & IR2IGATION 

MONTANA STATE SENATE: 

February  1 6 ,  1979 

The s i x t e e n t h  mee t ing  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  L i v e s t o c k  and  
I r r i g a t i o n  commit tee  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  on t h e  above d a t e  
i n  Room 415 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  by Chairman G a l t  
a t  1 2 ~ 0 0  noon. 

ROLL CALL: A l l  members were p r e s e n t .  S e n a t o r  Conover 
p r e s e n t  a t  1 2 : 3 0  p.m. 

The w i t n e s s e s  that were p r e s e n t  t o  t e s t i f y  a r e  a t t a c h e d .  

CONSIDERATION OP SENATE BILL 365: S e n a t o r  Boylan was t h e  
c h i e f  s p o n s o r  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  t h i s  i s  one  o f  t h e  m i l k  
c o n t r o l  b i l l s .  The o t h e r  two had been i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  House. 
T h i s  b i l l  b a s i c a l l y  does  away w i t h  t h e  r e t a i l  c o n t r o l  o f  
m i l k  and c o n t r o l s  it on t h e  w h o l e s a l e  and p r o d u c e r  l e v e l .  I t  
d o e s  away w i t h  t h e  Milk C o n t r o l  Board and p u t s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a -  
t i o n  u n d e r  one head.  Nothing else i s  changed exempt d o e s  
away w i t h  t h e  b o a r d  and t h e  w h o l e s a l e  p r i c e  o f  m i l k .  

Opponents:  

M r .  A 1  Dougher ty ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Da i ry  I n d u s t r y ,  spoke 
f i r s t .  There  a r e  298 p r o d u c e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  and 1 3  d i s t r i b u t o r s .  
The p e o p l e  he r e p r e s e n t s  produce  a  p r o d u c t  wor th  $ 2 4  m i l i o n  
i n  t h e  w h o l e s a l e  l e v e l .  A l l  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  m i l k  c o n t r o l s  
h a s  b e e n  g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  u n f a v o r a b l e  p u b l i c i t y  t h e  i n d u s t r y  
has r e c e i v e d .  Food p r i c e s  i n  g e n e r g a l  have r i s e n  1008 s i n c e  
1 9 6 7 .  The m i l k  b o a r d  shows t h a t  Montana m i l k  h a s  r i s e n  o n l y  
89% i n  t h a t  same t i m e  p e r i o d .  The whole purpose  of t h e  m i l k  
c o n t r o l  law i s  t o  p r o v i d e  a  wholesome, p l e n t i f u l  s u p p l y  of 
m i l k  a t  a r e a s o n a b l e  p r i c e .  

T e r r y  Hurphy, NFO, and s p e a k i n g  for  t h e  Montana Farmers  
Union, Grange,  Montana Farm Bureau and WIFE. They a r e  opposed 
t o  t h i s  b i l l  a s  t h e y  w e r e  opposed t o  t h e  two House E i l l s .  
They f e e l  t h a t  t h e  m i l k  c o n t r o l  a c t  and board  have worked i n  
t h e  way t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  work i n  p r o v i d i n g  a c o n s t a n t  
s u p p l y  o f  good m i l k  a t  a  good p r i c e .  He f e l t  o n e  segment o f  
t h e  i n d u s t r y  c o u l d  n o t  be  s e p a r a t e d  from a n o t h e r  segment and 
s t i l l  o p e r a t e  e f f i c i e n t l y  o r  e f f e c t i v e l y .  The f e l t  t h a t  m i l k  
a t  t h e  r e t a i l  l e v e l  i s  n o t  o v e r p r i c e d .  

Ray Lybeck, a  p r o d u c e r  from K a l i s p e l l ,  s a i d  t h e r e  a r e  
d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s  o f  m i l k .  The m i l k  p r i c e  p a i d  t o  t h e  p r o d u c e r  
i s  n o t  a t  c l a s s  one  p r i c e  u n t i l  it i s  s o l d  t o  t h e  consuiier .  

E d  McHugh, C l o v e ~ l e a f  D a i r y ,  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s s  
had g i v e n  t h e  i n d u s t r y  a l o t  o f  bad p u b l i c i t y .  The c o s t  o f  
d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  i n  Montana i s  more e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  
b e c a u s e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  and t h e  d i s t a n c e  between some towns. 
Without  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  p r i c e s  many s m a l l e r  p r o d u c e r s  would be 
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p u t  o u t  of bus ines s .  One o r  two p roces s ing  p l a n t s  would have 
a  t o t a l  monoply and t h e  compet i t ion  would be gone. I n  t h e  
long run  he  d i d  f e e l  t h e  people  of Montana would b e n e f i t  i f  
t h e  c o n t r o l s  were removed. 

Ross Cannon, Montana Food D i s t r i b u t o r s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  450 
independent  g r o c e r i e s .  Th i s  b i l l  would p u t  a11 t h e  p r e s s u r e  on 
t h e  r e t a i l e r .  He f e l t  i f  t h e r e  was a  need f o r  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  
of t h e  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  it should be  worked on i n  an i n t e r i m  
committee. He s a i d  t h e  r u l e  making a u t h o r i t y  i s  un l imi ted  i n  
t h i s  b i l l .  

Harry Mitcheli . ,  a d a i r y  faxrner, s a i d  he was a r e l - u c t a n t  
proponent.  He f e l t  t h i s  b i l l  was t h e  l e a s t  damaging of t h e  
t h r e e  b i l l s  t h a t  had been in t roduced .  H e  f e l t  t h i s  b i l l  cou ld  
b e  workable w i t h  sone  amendments. Th i s  b i l l  omits  t h e  "pool ing  
p r o v i s i o n ,  t h e  p e n a l t y  p r o v i s i o n  and w i t h  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of 
t h e  board it would be  headed by a " c z a r " .  H e  s a i d  he would be 
more comfor tab le  working under a  board.  The milk c o n t r o l  board 
is t o t a l l y  a  consutter board.  

Brownie Hartman, Sky l ine  Dairy, I n c . ,  s a i d  t h e  r e t a i l  
p r i c e  i s  t h e  s t a b i l i z i n g  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  l a w .  I f  you e l i m i n a t e  
t h a t  you e l i m i n a t e  mi lk  c o n t r o l s  i n  any working o r d e r .  

Sena to r  Boylan i n  c l o s i n g  said t h i s  b i l l  does g i v e  a  l i t t l e  
r e l i e f  t o  t h e  consumer by doing away wi th  t h e  r e t a i l  p r i c e s  
of n i l k .  By Going away w i t h  t h e  board f i nanc ing  would be saved.  

During q u e s t i o n s  it w a s  b rought  o u t  t h a t  t h e  i f  t h e  mi lk  
board w a s  abo l i shed  i t  would be under t h e  Department of Bus iness  
Regu la t ions  2nd they  would h i r e  someone t o  head it. 

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILLS 512, 513 and 517 - Sena to r  
Boylan s a i d  he  w a s  t h e  c h i e f  sponsor 6-£ these t h r e e  S i l l s .  
512 and 513 had been co-sponsored with Represen ta t ive  E l l e r d .  

S e n a t e  B i l l  517 had been submi t ted  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  
Counci l  on December 10 ,  b u t  a s  of t h i s  d a t e  had n o t  been p r i n t e d .  
T h i s  b i l l  would t r a n s f e r  t h e  d i a g n o s t i c e  l a b  t o  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
exper iment  s t a t i o n ,  t r a n s f e r  t h e  r eco rd ing  and i n s p e c t i o n  of  
b rands  t o  t h e  depar tment  of J u s t i c e  and t r a n s f e r  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  
of  l i v e s t o c k  markets  t o  t h e  depar tment  of a g r i c u l t u r e .  

S e n a t e  B i l l  513 would c o n s o l i d a t e  a l l  s t a t e  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  
A s t u d y  had been done a  few y e a r s  ago by t h e  ~ e g i s l a t i v e  c o u n c i l  
t o  t r y  t o  do t h i s  b u t  t hey  cane up  wi th  no re~omrr~enda t ions .  
H e  s ta ted  t h a t  we a r e  a l l  t r y i n g  t o  save  money and h e  f e l t  t h i s  
would be  one way. He submit ted a  sum2ary o f  t h e  l a b s ,  see 
e x h i b i t  #I  

S e n a t e  B i l l  5 1 2  has  been a concern of many v e t e r i n a r i a n s .  
I t  would combine t h e  animal d i a g n o s t i c  l a b o r a t o r y  and t h e  s ta te  
v e t e r i n a r y  r e s e a r c h  l a b o r a t o r y .  I t  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  whenever 
p o s s i b l e  d i a g n o s t i c  work be given p r i o r i t y  over  r e s e a r c h  work. 
Montana i s  t h e  on ly  s t a t e  he knew of  t h a t  had two l a b s .  H e  
submi t ted  s e v e r a l  e x h i b i t s  t o  the cornnit tee.  These a r e  a t t a c h e d  
p e r  e x h i b i t  # 2 .  



~ e p r e s e n t s t i v e  R .  A .  E l l e r d  r o s e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  
b i l l .  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  had  b e e n  many problems wit11 th? Depdrtrncnt  
of L i v e s t o c k  b u t  h e  f e l t  many h a d  been  s o l v e d  and  a b i l l  t h a t  
h e  was p l a n n i n g  t o  h a v e  i n  t h e  House h e  would a s k e d  t o  be 
t a b l e d .  

Mons T e i g e n ,  Montana Stockcjro;qers,  f e l t  i t  would b e  
d i s a s t r o u s  i f  t h e  b r a n d  d e p a r t m e n t  was t r a n s f e r r e d  Lo t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  of J u s t i c e .  The t a x e s  p a i d  o n  l i v e s t o c k  s u p p o r t  
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  0 5  L i v e s t o c k .  

S e n a t e  B i l l  513. 

Mike IvIcGrath, f rom t h e  J u s t i c e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  s a id .  t h e y  w e r e  
o p p o s e d  t h e  t h e  b i l l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s u b s e c t i o n  (i). Thz D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  J u s t i c e  h a s  combined a l l  t h e i r  c r i m i n a l  l a b s .  T h e r e  would 
b e  many p r o 5 l e m s  i n  combin ing  a c r i m i n a l  l a b  w i t h  o t h e r  l a b s .  
They h a v e  many s e c u r i t y  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e y  
f i n d  c a n  make o r  b r e a k  a c r i m i n a l  c a s e .  

Ed B i n g l e r ,  Bureau  o f  Mines ,  call-ed i n  d u r i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g  
t o  o p p o s e  t h e  b i l i  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  f u n c t i o n s  t h e y  
p e r f o r m .  

T e r r y  Murphy, NFO and  o t h e r  f a r m  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  opposed  
thc b i l l .  H e  said there  a r e  t o o  many l a b s  t h a t  do s p e c i a l i z e d  
work t h a t  i t  j u s t  w o u l d n ' t  b e  p r a c t i c a l  t o  cornbiKc them. H e  
was o n  a n  i n t e r i m  c o r n n i t t e e  t h a t  s t u d i e d  t h i s  and  t h e y  f e l t  i t  
would  n o t  work.  

W a l t e r  J a n k o w s k i ,  Depa r tmen t  o f  R e a l - t h ,  s a i d  t h e i r  c o n c e r n  
i s  w h a t  t h e  b i l l  l e a v e s  o u t .  A s  t h e  b i l l  a p p e a r s  i t  would 
p ~ t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a b s  u n d e r  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  They d o  n o t  h a v e  any  e x p e r i e n c e  wi- th  t h i s  
f i e l d .  

A l i c e  ' F r y s l i e ,  Nontana C a t t l e ~ c n s '  A s s o c i a t i o n  r o s e  i n  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l i .  

S e n a t e  B i l l  512.  -- 

D r .  David Young, M S U ,  r o s e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  H e  
s a i d  i t  w a s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of t h e  i n d u s t r y  t o  maximize t h e  u s e  
o f  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Eozeman. H e  s u b m i t t e d  t h r e e  h a n d o u t s  t o  
t h e  commi t t ee .  S e e  e x h i b i t  $ 3 .  

Eeck H u b b e l l ,  DVM, a l s o  was i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  The 
u l t i m a t e  g o a l  o f  t h e  - e r i c a n  Assoc .  o f  V e t e r i n a r i a n s  would  b e  
t o  combine t h e  t w o  l a b s .  H e  f e l t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s h o u l d  l o o k  
i n t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t s .  Onz b o a r d  sets  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
a n d  o n e  b o a r d  h a s  t h e  h i r i n g  and  f i r i n g  c a p i b i l i t y .  
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Herb Smith ,  v e t e r i n a r y  i n  r e s e ~ i c c h ,  s a i d  t h e  c o n c e p t  
of t h e  c l o s e n e s s  between t h e  two l a b s  was b r o u g h t  t o  h i s  
a t t e n t i o n  when h e  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  a t  MSG. I f  t h e  two 

a 
l a b s  w e r e  combined i t  would keep t h e n  f l e x i b l e .  If t h e  two 
labs were  under  t h e  same a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u m b r e l l s  t h i s  would mean 
t h a t  t h e  l i n e s  o f  conm~unica t ion  would b e  more open.  H e  f e l t  
t h e r e  would b e  many a d v a n t a g e s  of  b r l n i n q  t h e  l a b s  under  one  
head.  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Gene Donaldson,  d i s t r i c t  # 2 9 ,  s a i d  he  had I 
1 been a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  Board o f  L i v e s t o c k  u n t i l  a p p r o x i n a t e l y  

two n o n t h s  ago.  A s  a l i v s t o c k  p r o d u c e r  he was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
e f f i c i e n c y .  H e  f e l t  t h e  b i l l  was l a c k i n g  v i t a l  t h i n g s  i n  I 

d i f f e r e n t  a r e a .  C o n s o l i d a t i o n  does  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean , 1 
e f f i c i e n c y .  T h e  b i l l  d o e s n ' t  a d d r e s s  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  fund ing  
of t h e  l a b s .  H e  was concerned  a b o u t  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  a s p e c t s  
w i t h  t h e  Department  o f  L i v e s t o c k  and he  f e l t  it was e s s e n t i a l  
that t h e  d i a g n o s t i c  a s p e c t  was n o t  f o r g o t t e n .  i 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E l l e r d  con~plirnentec', Dr. Young and D r .  
Hubbe l l  on t h e i r  good work and a l s o  ment ioned t h a t  w i t h  D r .  I 
T e i t z  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  i n d u s t r y  would n o t  
be f o r g o t t e n .  I 

Xr. Bob B a r t h e l m e s s ,  c h a i r n a n  o f  t h e  Board o f  L i v e s t o c k ,  
hoped t h i s  b i l l  had no a l t e r n a t i v e  mot ive .  The board  h a s  
been working on a  c o u r s e  t o  g e t  t h e  maxinun r e s u l t s  Zrom b o t h  
labs. A t  one of i t s  mee t ings  i t  ha:! t w o  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  (1) 
c a l l e d  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a  merger  and ( 2 )  c a l l e d  for modi f i -  
c;at.ions, improvements and more s p e c i f i c s  i n  t h e  agreement  

I 
t h 3 t  w e  a l r e a d y  had.  O f  f i r s t  concern  t o  the board  i f  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  of  t h e  d i a g n o s t i c  & r e g u l a k o r y  d u t i e s  as t h e y  protect 
t h e  i n d u s t r y .  He asked  t h e  c o r m i t t e e  t o  t r y  t o  l e t  the hoard  
solve t h e  problem themse lves .  I I i s t  t e s t i m o n y  i s  atr-tached. 

I 
E x h i b i t  # 4 .  I 

Ray Lybeck, member o f  t h e  Mont<lna C a t t l e m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
s a i d  t h a t  no one  seems t o  know what the c o s t  o f  combining t h e s e  
l a b s  would cos t .  FIe s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  commit tee  f e l t  there 
was m e r i t  t o  t h e  b i l l  t h a t  an  i n t e r i m  committee b e  s e t - u p  t o  

I 
s t u d y  i t .  

T e r r y  Murphy, s a i d  t h e y  w e r e  i n  favor of e f f i c i e n c y  b u t  
had rlo g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  t h i s  would o p e r a t e  e f f i c i e n t l y .  They 
f e l t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  L i v e s t o c k  h a s  done a good job .  H e  
s a i d  it was v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  a n  a d n i n i s t r a t i v e  b o a r d  be all-owed 
t o  a d i i n i s t r a t e .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  a d u t y  t o  s e t  t h e  frame 

I 
work f o r  t h e s e  b o a r d s  b u t  n o t  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  adminis-  
t r a t i o n  o f  them. T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  p l a c e  t o  s o l v e  p e r s o n n e l  
p rob lems .  Anything done h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  
p r o d u c e r s .  

R.  W.  S u s t a f s o n ,  v e t e r i n a r y ,  s a i d  t h e  b o a r d  h a s  l e a r n e d  
a l o t  frvm t h e  problerns they have had i n  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  n o n t h s ,  
and d i d n ' t  f e e l  changes  were c a l l e d  f o r .  

i 
1 



Don S h a f f n e r ,  v e t e r i n a r y ,  s a i d  t h e  f i n a n c i n g  o f  t h e  program 
i s  a  p rob lem,  p e r s o n n e l  i s  a problem . The Depar tn len t  o f  L i v e -  
s t o c k  i s  r u n  by  a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  a r e  ded ica ted  t o  t h e  
l i v e s t o c k  i n d u s t r y .  

G a y l e  P a t t o n ,  Montana S t o c k g r o w e r s ,  saic? t h e  b i l l  d o e s  
n o t  a d d r e s s  t h e  f u n d i n g  f rom t h e  s p e c i a l  a s s e s s m e n t  f u n d i n g  
f rom L i v e s t o c k .  

J o h n  Paugh,  Montana Woolgrowers ,  s a i d  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i t h  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  good . H e  f e l t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  
c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  a c h i n i s t e r  t h e  l a b s  b e t t e r .  

Mons T e i g e n ,  s a i d  t h e  problem o f  f i n a n c i n g  i s  s o m e t h i n g  
w e  c a n n o t  o v e r l o o k .  The i n d u s t r y  i s  f i n z n c i n g  i t  a n d  s h o u l d  
h a v e  some s a y  as t o  how t h e  money w i l l  be u s e d .  He a l s o  f e l t  
a n  i n t e r i m  s t u d y  o f  t h i s  would b e  f a v o r a b l e .  

W a l t  J o h n s o n ,  r a n c h e r ,  f e l t  t h e r e  s h c u l d .  b e  a s t u d y  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  wha t  t h e  f u n d i n g  would be. 

S e n a t o r  Boy lan  i.n c l o s i n g  s a i d  h e  d i d  f e e l  f u n d i n g  was 
that b i g  of a f a c t o r .  40% i s  f u n d e d  1:y ea rmarked  r e v e n u e ,  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  a l r e a d y  t h e r e .  S e n a t o r  Boylan  had  a  l e t t e r  h e  
ilad r e c e i v e d  f rom Grange  s a y i n g  t h e y  were i.n s u p p o r t  of t h e  
b i l l .  The  A g r i c u l t u r e  Expe r imen t  s t a t i o n  would d e s i g n a t e  
t h e  h e a d  man t o  h e a d  t h e  combined l a b s .  

D r .  T e i t z  s a i d  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  l a b s  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  
t h e  l i v e s t o c k  i n d u s t r y  with v a l i d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  d i s e a s e  
c o n d i t i o n s .  T h i s  f u n c t i o n  n e e d s  r e s e a r c h  p e r s o n n e l .  A t  
t h i s  p o i n t  i t  would p r o b a b l y  n o t  b e  e f f e c t i v e  t o  merge ,  H e  
would  a g r e e  t o  t h e  i n t e r i m  s t u d y  c o r m i t t e e .  
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posed to a f ~ t ' . ~ : ~ r  \ r?~~c , ty  of 
opportunity and ch;illtr,gcs. 

There is another rcssorl tou - 
0: morale. If a wirier door is 

opened tc) intcrrbst and opporlu 
nlty, workers fccl more l ~ k e  
uorking. If the (!oar i s  h ~ l f  shut,  
workers f:nd themselves gcttlng 
deeper and dccpcr Into a rut. 

/ The hla tor j  of the Iliagnostic 
1,ab goes S:lch to the b e g l n r ~ ~ n g  
of Montana. In tilosc rar ly  days ,  
agriculture, arltf especially 
Ilvestock, was a dornirlant indus- 
try. Agriculture is still a domi- 

TI EE FtSRrEIE of the Diagnostic 
I I ; ~ ~ J K  industry, Gut r~li3tlon;hlps 

Laboratory at  Bozcman is one of have changed - such a s  the 

I 
the issues that has  surfaced in relationship b r t w ~ e n  rrscarcf? 
tllc legislature. It's an  old con- nnd diagnosis 
troverzy and of specla1 lnterest  When hlontann government 
to all livestock prodticers in w a s  reorgan iz~d  into separate  

I hlontans. depar tments  a number  of years  
The Dicgnostic L a b r a t o r y ,  ago, the influence of agriculture 

an a r m  of thn Depar tment  of continued as a Department of 
Livestock, is Iccated in Boze- Agriculture (Gordon McOmber, 
rnan in the s a r r e  building a s  the commissioner) was created, 
V e t c r i n a q  Research L a h r a -  along ui;h a Department of 
tory of hilSU. The Diagnostic Livestock (Bob i3arthelmcss of 

I Lab  is administered by the Xl~les Clty, chc i rnan i .  J im Glos- 
Board of Livesbck and is a s e r  is now slate vcterinafian, 
hranch of state government;  the and Les Graham,  head of the 
hISU Veter lnar j  Research Lab- 

s Division of Brznds and Enforcc- 
0rat0ry is an nrnl of the u ~ i v e r -  rnent in the Department of 
slty and thus 1-,as a tcacKng Livestock. functlon 

There a re  good rcasons why 
e two l ~ b o r a i o l i e s  a r c  located 

samt: h ~ i l d i n g .  Diagnosis 

s deavors - they take the s a m e  
rqurpment ,  ihe same skl!!s and 
the focus I S  the bnme; maintain- 
Ing healthy ar.i.nals 

1aca:ing the two in the s a m e  
building is a n  admission of long 
standing that tho two be!ong to- 
gether. Eut the ndrni~sion never 
went that  f a r  ndministrstively 
because the two a r e  separate.  
sort  of llkc two familles living ir, 
a duplex 

From -.,- r c  : - _ ~ 2 ~ k i s t l z t ; i v e  
i:ar;",ht - and f r o t i  a ' b x -  
Fa ycr's s L ~ ! ) . d p i ~ t ,  ?M ---hew 
E;?: g13cd Teadxls w b y - l k - r n  - . - . - x @  
r hoidd be ~ir;;r,l an65 administre- 

b :ion. -Each iabulrat.oy,.- k * ~  -2 
D9.C" ..-.a 1eawr.s. - i f  t!!-tw ~ r r :  
L nder ;..one ,- sdnnebrr-~--itb 8 soilfd be rasici-li ,  j:q+ y-b;~;r~ 
c r s  h-he2i;:p :-h ~ 5 q w - S -  - - .- I- - - .....*, h 
' ~ 3 f J  fd -- t-hi nl?mnnt as demands  
Zome and g~.-ki-&?-r;?%'Wtmr"..~ 

hined, it would be possible 
dire more advantage of joint b 

~pp>lntrnenLs - one person 
do both rrst.arch and diag- 

7o:is. I t  woulJ also be possible 
o take more a d v k ~ t a g e  of spe- c ial i n t e r c s t ~  nnd skills. Work- 
rF ~ ~ l i l d  grain ti)o hv  hrinu nv- 

A few years  sgo  the Eoard of 
Livestock was i n c r e ~ s e d  to srv- 
en members  when some of the 
other livestock interests felt Iri: 
out. Vem KfUer of Fishtail is t he  
sheepman on thc board 2nd Don 
I-(crzng is the  hog proc!ucer. Ifis- 
toricaliy the P , ~ a r d  of Livestock 
has  been calt 'e produccr- 
dominated. 

The departrnpnt has severai  
functions. rvrost obvious a t  the 
producer level a re  brand inspec- 
tions, regulations regarding ani- 
mal  health, and ciiagnosis of sick 
animals.  Anyone can use the  
Diagnostic L a h ~ r a t o r y  to find 
out why an animal is sick o r  
dead. Veterinarians use it 
routinely, a s  do ranchers.  The 
laboratory benefits everyone 
since healthy animals a r c  im- 
portant to cveryoce. The lakqrn- 
tory also does considerable dizg- 
nostic work ~n wild life. 

A par t  of the present con- 
troversy involves the wisdom of 
having a diagnostic l a b r a t o r y  
being supervised by a regulato- 
r y  agency. A regulatory agr:ncy 
has to use a lot of judgmcn! and 
w i t h o ~ ~ t  a doubt a certain 
amount of qive and take is in- 
volved. A diagnohlic laboratory 
should be a s  scivniific a s  pjssi-  

I hle and workers sh! l~r l t l  nnt f . , , ,~ 

undcr  pressure to projucc  a rfc- 
sired ans\vcr. Tncrc  is al..r,ays a 
possibility that t.he regulators 
wiil t r y  to irifluence the diagrlos- 
ers ,  although evidcnce of this 
hasn ' t  surfaced in !he publicity 
so fa r .  

L 2 ~ t  yea r  a grou;l of ranchers 
torlrctl Ir?boratories a t  E r n o k i n ~ ~  
SD, I a g a n  IJT and Ft. Collins 
CO. Thr? purpose of the trill was 
to looic ~t 3drnmistrati~)n a:ld 
equ ipxcn t .  It was notcd the l a t ~ s  
were  orgnnizcd in a variety of 
fashions, but in general t h e y  
were combined under one ad- 
ministration. t ldministrators 
had good things to say  ahoil: 
such an arrangement .  Livestock 
producers were not on hand tl~) 

give their  views. 
All three  labs  had el~rctron 

microscopes, tht? super-tool of 
the scientiiic world for studying 
v i r ~ s  particles. Stcps a r c  nou. 
being taken for the MSU L1cti:ri- 
nary Rcscarch I s  boratorp to 
get suc11 an i n s t r ~ m e n t  The co7: 
-.rill bc around S:'.-iO.Oc)ij, 

Perhaps  t l ~ e  most pressing in- 
teres t  of the livcstoclc ir?dcs?.r). 
in e l e  controversy is to remain 
indc?endent ar.d in control. FIis- 

I 
I torically the livestock illdustry 
I in :~Icstirni, h ~ ;  Lern ehle to 

remain fairly indb.pentlent, anrl 
this iririeprndcncc cupr -  , 5sc:d it- 
self again  when a Drcpartment of 
T,ivc~iock was crcrit~.d durinl: 
government reorganization. The 
livestock indus t ry  F i . 7 ~  expre;st(f 
this desi re ,  too, on a national 

level by avoiding ns much as  
possible government programs,  
price suppor*cs, qt:otas, allot- 
ments,  etc.  

Without a douSt, if norl- 
livestock oKented agencies were  
to gain control of various func- 
tions, t k ~ c  capability of the serv-  
ices to function in the interest  of 
livestock producers wculd be di- 
luted considerab!y, F o r  e x a m -  
ple, n proposal has  been m a d e  
thnt the enforcement function of 
the d e p a r t m ~ n !  be put ir. thc 

i 
Department  of Justice,  along 

I 
with Ule J-Iighway Patrol.  If thnt 
were done, i t  would become 
rnorc political, l ~ s s  r c s p ~ n s i v c ,  
fur ther  r cmovtd  from serving 
the needs of the  industry. There  
a r e  plcnty of examplcs  in gnv- 
c rnment  to sh3w how it ~ o r k s .  

Like Caterpillar says  in  i:s ad -  
vertisements,  "Tnerc a re  no 
simple s o l ~ ~ t i o n s ,  only intcllligent 
chsires." 

F,, -.,,... ,-- . - - .  - -  -.-- * - 
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V e t .  Pied. & Surg. 
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Microbiology 

V i r o l q y  

Paras i to loqy  

Paras i to logy 

Pathology 

P ~ r a s i t o l o g  

ffiicrcbiologii 

EFochw,ustry 

Virology 

Patholoyy 

Preparat ion W s r a  toqr  

Rancher 
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Pho tqrap!~y  
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Medical Tcchnoio* 

Prepara t ion Ia lmrztory  
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Library Ackin i s t ra t ion  
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Paras i to logy 
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Professor  & Eiead, ~ d m i n i s t r a t i o n l  

P e s i d m t  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  C l i n i c s  

P r o f e s s ~ r  , Physi ology 

Professor ,  Bacteriology 

1 
Professor ,  Virology 

Professor,  P a r a s i t o l w  
I 

Professor ,  Paras i to logy 

Pssoci a t e  Professor  , P a t h o l w ~  1 
Asscciate Professor ,  Bio I.Id. PI 

Associate Professor ,  Bacterial 

Ac;sccj a t e  Prof c ssor  , Uiozhcmis 
1 

Pssoc ia tc  Professor , V i r o l c y j ~ ~ ~  

Associate Professor , 

'"""'7 
Labrdtoi-y Aide I 
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F i L i  Library Clerk I1 

Clerk Typis t  I11 

I a h r a t o r y  Technician I11 

J h r a t o r y  Ai.de I 

I a b r a t o r y  Aide I1 

Library  A s s i s t a n t  I1 

F Z U I X - ~ C ~  Hand 111 

bficrobiclogist  I 

1.aboratoq T e c h i c i  an I 

L a b r a t o r y  Aide I1 

Secretary 111 

Clinic-Tiixcge ?:nL?ml Ranch Formdm I 

Reprduc  t i o n  An~z-8 1 Caretaker 
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