
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
RULES 

MONTPNA STATE SENATE 

F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  1979 

The m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  R u l e s  Committee was c a l l e d  t o  
o r d e r  on t h e  above d a t e  i n  Room 331  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
B u i l d i n g  by Chairman S t e p h e n s  a t  6 : 4 5  p.m. I 

ROLL CALL: A l l  members were p r e s e n t  w i t h  no e x c e p t i o n s .  

D i s c u s s i o n  ensued  o n  S e n a t o r  Mehrens '  mot ion  t o  a p p o i n t  a 
f i v e  member commit tee  composed of  members o f  t h e  F i n a n c e  a n d  

I 
Claims Committee t o  p u t  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  g o v e r n o r  t o  s p e e d  up t h e  
n e g o t i a t i o n s  on s e t t l i n g  t h e  s t r i k e  a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I 

S e n a t o r  S t e p h e n s  s t a t e d  he  f e l t  t h i s  would b e  i n  c o n f l i c t  
w i t h  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  who i s  working t o  b r e a k  t h e  impasse .  
I t  c o u l d  muddy t h e  w a t e r  and it c o u l d  be  c h a r g e d  t h a t  t h e  S e n a t e  
i s  o v e r s t e p p i n g  i t s  bounds.  F u r t h e r ,  he  s t a t e d  he  d o e s  n o t  
b e l i e v e  it i s  r i g h t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  

S e n a t o r  R o l s t a d  a s k e d  i f  n e g o t i a t i o n s  a r e  b e i n g  conduc ted  
a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  and S e n a t o r  Mehrens responded  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e .  

S e n a t o r  E l a y l o c k  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  f e e l i n g  a b o u t  s e t t i n g  some 
k i n d  o f  p r e c e d e n c e  t h a t  any t ime  t h e y  d e c i d e d  t o  s t r i k e  t h e y  woul 
come t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  g e t  them t o  s e t t l e  it. 4 

A f t e r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  Chairman S t e p h e n s  a s k e d  t h e  
commit tee  how t h e y  wished t o  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e  m a t t e r .  

S e n a t o r  Turnage  s u g g e s t e d  a  l e t t e r  c o u l d  b e  d r a f t e d  by t h e  
cha i rman  and s e n t  t o  b o t h  p a r t i e s .  T h i s  w a s  made i n  the form of 
a mot ion  and p a s s e d  unanimously.  ( L e t t e r  f i l e d  u n d e r  c o r r e s p o n -  I 
dence .  ) 

To d i s p o s e  of t h e  mot ion  o f  S e n a t o r  Mehrens, S e n a t o r  Turnage  
moved t h a t  it be  l a i d  on t h e  t a b l e ,  Motion p a s s e d  unanimously .  

Next t o p i c  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  was t h e  r e q u e s t  by Bob Sands o f  
KEIN Radio  S t a t i o n  o f  G r e a t  F a l l s  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  b r i n g  h i s  
equipment  t o  Helena a n d  t a p e  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  of  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

I 
by p l u g g i n g  i n t o  t h e  PA sys tem and b r o a d c a s t i n g  o v e r  t h e  a i r .  
H i s  r e q u e s t  was b a s e d  on a  r u l i n g  by t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  open m e e t i n g  law. S e n a t o r  B l a y l o c k  e x p r e s s e d  

I 
t h e  f e a r  t h a t  t h e  S e n a t e  would be  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  medi 
and would have  t o  a l l o w  them a l l  i n .  Page 53 of t h e  j o i n t  r u l e s  
was r e f e r r e d  t o  by S e n a t o r  Towe, an  o b s e r v e r ,  and he f e l t  t h e  r u l e  

3 
w a s  n o t  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  b u t  by i m p l i c a t i o n  d o e s  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  
q u e s t i o n .  f 
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Motion by Senator Turnage that all bills currently in the 
Taxation Committee be considered to be revenue bills for the 
purpose of transmittal. Motion carried unanirnousiy. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

Stan Stephens, Chairman 
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February 1.6, 1979 

SENA'I'I.: COI.WITTEE ON RULES 

M b t i o n  by S e n a t o r  Mehrens : 

The motion by Senator Turnage on the motion of Senetor Mehrens thsit a 
five member committee be appointed by the President to intercede in 
labor negotiations presently underway by the State of Nontana end labor 
organizations representing Montana's state institutions be tabled. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

In lieu of appointing the committee the Rules Committee directed the 
Chairman of the Committee to comunicete with the Honorable Thomas L. 
Judge, Governor of the State of Montana, and representatives of the 
unions involved expressing the sentiment of the State Senate that 
negotiations be resumed aa quickly aft possible and that particularily 
in the interest of the patients of Montana Institutions a speedy 
resolution of the unresolved differences be achieved bringing en end 
to this unfortunate situation. 
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SENATE COPIMITTEE ON RULES 

M o t i o n  by S e n a t o r  T u r n a g e  

M o t i o n  by S e n a t o r  T u r n a g c  t h a t  all B i l l s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  the T a x a t i o n  
C o m m i t t e e  be c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be Revenue b i l l s  f o r  p u r p o s e s  of trans- 
mittal. 




