
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

February 1 3 ,  1979 

The F i f t h t e e n t h  meeting o f  t h e  Highways and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
Committee w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by Chairman Mark E t c h a r t  on t h e  
above d a t e  i n  Room 4 1 0  of  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing  a t  1:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL: A l l  members of  t h e  committee were p r e s e n t  wi th  
t h e  excep t ion  of  Sena to r  Manning. 

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 406. Sena to r  Max Conover, Dis t r i c t  
No. 3 6 ,  sponsored t h i s  b i l l .  I t  i s  an a c t  t o  permi t  a d e a l e r  i n  
implements o f  husbandry t o  t r a n s p o r t  such implements on Saturday 
and Sunday; t o  p rov ide  f o r  t h e  purchase  o f  an o v e r s i z e  permi t  by 
such d e a l e r  f o r  $75  t o  cover  a p e r i o d  o f  1 yea r ;  amending s e c t i o n s  
61-10-121, 61-10-122, and 61-10-124, MCA. Sena to r  Conover t o l d  
t h e  committee t h i s  i s  n o t  a new b i l l .  H e  went over  a l l  t h e  changes 
on t h e  b i l l ,  s e e  SB 406, Page 2 ,  Page 3 and page 4. Th i s  b i l l  per-  
t a i n s  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e  and farmers .  H e  t o l d  t h e  committee t h e r e  
axe a l o t  o f  a c c i d e n t s  d r i v i n g  a l a r g e  p i e c e  o f  equipment down a 
highway, a s  it t a k e s  up t h e  whole road.  If t h e  p i e c e  of equipment 
was on a t r u c k ,  i t s  n o t  a s  hazardous and w i l l  no t  a f f e c t  t h e  t r a f f i c .  
Because o f  i t s  s a f e t y  measures and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  
implement d e a l e r s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  move l a r g e  p i e c e s  of machinery 
on t h e  weekends and t h u s  save  t h e  farmer/ rancher  t i n e  and money, 
Sena to r  Conover recommended t h e  passage of  t h i s  b i l l .  

Sena to r  E t c h a r t ,  Chairman of t h e  Committee, asked i f  t h e r e  
were any o t h e r  proponents .  Avis Tobin, from t h e  Montana Hardware 
and Implement Assoc i a t i on ,  told t h e  committee t hey  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h i s  b i l l ,  but she had n o t  had t h e  b i l l  long  enough t o  s tudy  it 
i n  d e t a i l ,  as she  on ly  r ece ived  it yes t e rday .  The t h i n g  t h a t  
concerns  t h e  Montana Hardware and Implement Assoc i a t i on  is  t h e  $75 
permi t  f e e .  She asked Sena to r  Conover i f  t h a t  $75 permit  f e e  was 
i n  l i e u  of t h e  $6.00 p e r m i t  t h a t  t hey  have n o t  f o r  each v e h i c l e .  

Sena to r  Conover t o l d  t h e  committee and Avis Tobin t h a t  t h e  
f i g u r e  o f  $75 i s  j u s t  a f i g u r e  t h a t  he took.  Apparent ly  every t ime  
t h e  implement d e a l e r  moved a p i e c e  of  machinery they  have t o  buy 
a permi t .  

M s .  Tobin s a i d  it was t h e i r  unders tanding  t h a t  paying $6.00 
pe rmi t  f o r  any th ing  up t o  f i f t e e n  f e e t .  

M r .  Copley,  Department of Highways, t o l d  t h e  committee t h e  
Department of Highways has q u e s t i o n s  on t h e  new language.  They wonder 
if it exceeds  over  and above t h e  p r e s e n t  law. 

S e n a t o r  Conover i n d i c a t e d  h i s  concern w a s  w i t h  any p i e c e  of 4 
machinery t h a t  i s  moved t h a t  i s  over  f i f t e e n  f e e t ,  such a s  b i g  f o u r  
wheel d r i v e  t r a c t o r s .  
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M r .  Copley sa id  he thought  a l l  of t h e  implement d e a l e r s  have 
t h i s  k ind  o f  permi t .  

S e n a t o r  Conover s a i d  he had been informed they  had t o  pay a 
$6 .00  pe rmi t  every t ime  they  moved a p i e c e  of  machinery. 

M?. Copley r e p l i e d  they  do no t .  

Shaun Simon, L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l ,  s a i d  t h e  $75 f e e  i s  an 
annua l  f e e  i n s t e a d  of  a $ 6 . 0 0  permi t  f e e  eve ry  t i m e .  She r e f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  b i l l ,  2a, which s t a t e s  " except  a s  provided i n  s u b s e c t i o n  
( 2 )  (b) , - t e r m  o r  b l a n k e t  pe rmi t s  may n o t  be i s s u e d  f o r  an  overwidth  
v e h i c l e ,  combinat ion of v e h i c l e s ,  l o a d ,  o r  o t h e r  t h i n g  i n  excess  
of 15  f e e t ,  an  o v e r l e n g t h  v e h i c l e ,  combination of v e h i c l e s ,  l oad ,  
o b j e c t ,  o r  o t h e r  t h i n g  i n  exces s  of 85 feet ,  and an ove rhe igh t  
v e h i c l e ,  combination o f  v e h i c l e s ,  l o a d ,  o r  o t h e r  t h i n g  i n  excess  o f  
1 3  1/2 f e e t  o r  of  a l i m i t  determined by t h e  department.  A v e h i c l e ,  
combinat ion o f  v e h i c l e s ,  load ,  o r  o t h e r  t h i n g  i n  exces s  o f  t h e s e  
dimensions  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t r i p  permi t s . "  So, if you are i n  exces s  o f  
15 '  you pay a f l a t  f e e  o f  $75 ,  i n s t e a d  of t r i p  permi t .  I f  it i s  
under 1 5 '  he can  pay annua l ly  i n s t e a d  of  each  t ime.  

James Beck, Department of Highways, t o l d  t h e  committee i f  t h e y  
p a s s  t h i s  b i l l ,  t hey  would be r e l e a s i n g  t h e  department from any 
c o n t r o l  ove r  t h e  road.  These people  would have t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  go 
down t h e  road  w i t h  any s i z e  load  they  want. The Department i s  i n  
f a v o r  o f  t h e  s i n g l e  t r i p  pe rmi t ,  a s  it g i v e s  them t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  
r e q u i r e  p i l o t  c a r s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  over  them. H e  ques t ioned  i f  t h e  
committee 'wanted t o  p a s s  t h i s  b i l l  because o f  t h e  above reasons .  

Avis Tobin s a i d  t h e  Montana Hardware and Implement Assoc i a t i on  
r e p r e s e n t s  l a r g e  and sma l l  d e a l e r s .  The movement of machinery i s  a 
problem. One o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  problems i s  d e l i v e r i n g  a p i e c e  of 
machinery and having t o  g e t  a permi t  t o  b r i n g  it back. The d e a l e r s  
have good c o o p e r a t i o n  from t h e  G.V.W. Off i ce .  My Board of  D i r e c t o r s  
has  gone on r e c o r d s  a s  wan t ing  r e l i e f .  She s a i d  she  i s  s t i l l  i n  
f a v o r  o f  some c o n t r o l ,  a s  it i s  hazardous when a very l a r g e  p i e c e  
o f  machinery i s  moving down t h e  highway. A n d ,  t h e  machinery i s  
g e t t i n g  l a r g e r  and l a r g e r .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  for m e  t o  say  i f  I a m  
opposed t o  t h i s  b i l l .  The A s s o c i a t i o n  and I j u s t  want t o  g e t  t h e  
r i g h t  p roposa l  i n  SB406. 

S e n a t o r  Conover s a i d  h i s  main concern i s  t o  a l l o w  t h e  d e a l e r  
t o  d e l i v e r  on Sa turday  o r  Sunday. I f  t h e  $75  permi t  f e e  i s  t o o  h i g h ,  
l o w e r  t o  $50. The f e e  d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  make any d i f f e r e n c e .  The 
d e a l e r s  imp l i ed  t o  m e  t h a t  t hey  have t o  pay a permi t  everyt ime.  

Chairman E t c h a r t  asked t h e  committee i f  t h e y  had any q u e s t i o n s .  
Sena to r  Graham asked i f  it was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  d e a l e r s  t o  g e t  a  
pe rmi t ,  o r  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  aho ld  of anyone. What is  t h e  r ea son ing  
behind n o t  g ive ing  t h e s e  pe rmi t s  o u t  f o r  Sat .  & Sunday movement. 

M r .  Copley s a i d  t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  Sa turday  and Sunday w e r e  h o l i d a y s  
o r  days  o f f .  The p r e s e n t  law does  a l low f o r  movement o f  machinery 
on Sa tu rday  and Sunday d u r i n g  Harvest  season.  W e  a l s o  have a s e l f  
i s s u i n g  program, where t h e  implement d e a l e r  can buy t h e  pe rmi t s  ahead 
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of  t i m e  f o r  l oads  ove r  15  f e e t .  

S e n a t o r  Graham asked i f  t h e  r e a l  i n t e n t  of t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  
be a b l e  t o  l e t  t h e  implement d e a l e r s  d e l i v e r  on t h e  weekend. Where 
do t h e y  g e t  t h e s e  permi t s .  

M;. Cogley s a i d  t h e  pe rmi t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  through t h e  Helena 
G . V . W ,  O f f i c e ,  

S e n a t o r  Graham asked i f  t hey  could buy 5 o r  10 o f  t h e s e  p e r m i t s  
ahead of  t ime  and i s s u e  them t o  themselves a s  needed. 

M r ,  Copley i n d i c a t e d ,  Yes. Many carriers and c o n t r a c t o r s  
have t h e s e  pe rmi t s  ahead of t i m e  and i s s u e  themselves.  H e  t o l d  t h e  
conunittee t h a t  farmers  can move on Sa turday  and Sunday, i f  they  
can d r i v e  it on t h e  road and w i t h i n  1 0 0  m i l e s  from t h e i r  home. Some 
~f t h e i r  concern  i s  a l s o  du r ing  t h e  p l a n t i n g  t i m e .  

Avis Tobin s a i d  t h i s  i s  one of  t h e  t h i n g s  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  would 
l i k e  t o  see, t h e  e x t e n s i o n  of  t h a t  permi t  from h a r v e s t  t o  p l a n t i n g  
season .  Our d e a l e r s  do use  t h e  s e l f  i s s u i n g  p e r m i t s ,  and they  have 
e x c e l l e n t  r e s u l t s .  When they  want t o  move t h e i r  machinery,  they  
j u s t  n o t i f y  t h e  Highway P a t r o l .  Now, however, t h e  implement d e a l e r s  
have a new problem, t h a t  of paying over t ime.  

Chairman E t c h a r t  asked i f  t h e r e  were any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  o f  
t h e  committee. There be ing  none t h e  hea r ing  w a s  c l o s e d  on Sena te  
B i l l  406. 

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE B I L L  424: Chief Sponsor of Sena te  B i l l  
4 2 4  i s  Sena to r  Towe. H e  s a i d  t h i s  i s  an ac t  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  Governor 
t o  deve lop  a p l a n  t o  reduce  t h e  c e n t r a l  o f f i c e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f  
of a l l  s t a t e  agenc ie s  by 2 5 % .  H e  t o l d  t h e  committee t h a t  du r ing  t h e  
l a s t  L e g i s l a t i v e  Ses s ion ,  an i n t e r i m  s tudy  was conducted on human 
s e r v i c e s .  The purpose was t o  o rgan ize ,  t o  improve t h e  agenc ie s  t h a t  
d e a l  w i t h  human s e r v i c e s  i n  Montana; During t h e  16 months of  t h e  
s t u d y ,  it was found t h e r e  i s  an overabundance of  s t a f f .  T h i s  b i l l  
a d d r e s s e s  t h a t  concern.  The s e r v i c e s  do n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  improve as 
t h e  s t a f f  i n c r e a s e s .  There is a genuine concern t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e s  
t h a t  a r e  p rov ided  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  do t h e  o p p o s i t .  There i s  more 
r e d  t a p e ,  more problems, more r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t hey  impede t h e  d e l i v e r y  
of  s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l .  I t h i n k  t h i s  is  a genuine p r o p o s a l t o  
c u t  t h e  s t a f f  of  a number o f  o u r  agenc ie s ,  such a s  Department o f  
I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  S R S ,  DCA., t o  name a few. I t h i n k  we could  c u t  some 
of  t h e  s t a f f  and s t i l l  prov ide  t h e  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  we s t i l l  have. The 
q u e s t i o n  i s ,  how do we do it. The L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  always looking  a t  
t h a t  s i t u a t i o n .  W e  are a c a p t i v e  t o  t h e  agenc ie s  themselves .  
I t ' s  p r e t t y  ha rd  t o  g e t  a handle  on t h a t .  The on ly  way i s  t o  ask  t h e  
a g e n c i e s  themse lves ,  t o  s a y  which people  t hey  do away wi th .  I propose 
we l e t  t h e  agenc ie s  do t h a t  job f o r  us.  Sena te  B i l l  4 2 4  would s imply 
s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  Governor would develop a p l a n  t o  reduce  t h e  c e n t r a l  
o f f i c e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f  of a l l  s t a t e  agenc ies  by 25%.  I am no t  4 t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  people  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I a m  t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  
s t a f f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  pe r sonne l ,  c l e r i c a l  workers, e t c .  T h i s  would 
simply be  a way f o r  t h e s e  agenc ie s  t o  t e l l  us .  I f  w e  l i k e  what 
t hey  t e l l  u s ,  we w i l l  adopt  it. I f  we d o n ' t ,  w e  won' t .  I would 
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a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  i n  many a r e a s ,  w e  would n o t  adopt  and would n o t  
a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  agenc ie s .  Th i s  b i l l  would n o t  r e s t r i c t  s t a t e  
government a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  This  b i l l  w a s  p r e sen ted  t o  t h e  o v e r s i t e  
committee and t h e r e  w a s  a  l o t  of suppor t  f o r  it. I t h i n k  w e  cou ld  
go one s t e p  f u r t h e r  and p a s s  t h i s  b i l l ,  pa s s  i t  f o r  r e d u c t i o n .  

John F i t z p a t r i c k ,  O f f i c e  of Budget and Program Planning  of  t h e  
Governor ' s  O f f i c e ,  sa id  they  were opposed t o  SB 4 2 4 .  T h e i r  main 
concern on h i s  b i l l  is i n  two a r e a s .  1. ~ s s u m p t i o n  behind it ,  
and 2. r edundant  o f  e x i s t i n g  program. That  t h e r e  i s  a 25% f a c t o r  
of  unnecessary pe r sonne l ,  i s  something I d o n ' t  concur  wi th .  I 
a m  opposed t o  t h i s  recommendation. I f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  more 
money cou ld  be  t aken  o u t  of  t h e  budgets  t h e  sub-committee 's  would . 
do so.  T h i s  b i l l  as w r i t t e n  i s  f a i r l y  non-spec i f ic .  What i s  
t h e  real r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  o f f i c e  s t a f f  and t h e  f i e l d  o f f i c e  
f u n c t i o n s .  The m a j o r i t y  of  people  a r e  o u t  i n  t h e  56 c o u n t i e s .  
These people  do  n o t  p rov ide  d i r e c t  s e r v i c e s  a t  any one p o i n t  i n  
t i m e .  Each o f  t h e  t h r e e  d i v i s i o n s  c o n s i s t s  of  o f f i c e  s t a f f  i n  
Helena. They do  n o t  d i r e c t  s e r v i c e s  themselves.  A 25% r e d u c t i o n  
would be a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  one o r  two d i v i s i o n s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
i t  i s  f o r  a c c r o s s  t h e  board. About a yea r  ago, I was a t  a  luncheon 
a t  which John LeFavor was t h e  speaker .  On t h i s  s u b j e c t  he s a i d ,  
You a r e  a s k i n g  an  agency t o  i d e n t i f y  f o r  i t s e l f  t h e  means of  i t s  
own d i s t r u c t i o n .  H i s  argument was t h a t  agenc ie s  are n o t  hones t .  
I t h i n k  t h a t  a s  agenc ie s  become more used t o  d e a l i n g  wi th  t i g h t  
money s i t u a t i o n s  t hey  w i l l  g e t  more s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  abou t  i d e n t i f y i n g  
t h e i r  problems. 

J o e  Robe r t s ,  Governor ' s  O f f i c e ,  "I do f i n d  i rony ,  i n  t h a t  t h i s  
L e g i s l a t i o n  t o  c u t  down program p l a n s  and a sk  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  branch 
t o  accomplish  purposes  of  t h i s  b i l l  t o  t r y  and come up w i t h  25% 
r educ t ion . "  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  goes over  t h e s e  budgets  
ve ry  c a r e f u l l y .  I have eve ry  conf idence  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  25% t o  
c u t  from t h e s e  s t a f f  o f f i c e s ,  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  committee w i l l  f i n d  
it. 

S e n a t o r  Towe, i n  c l o s i n g ,  s a i d  t h i s  b i l l  does  n o t  cut s e r v i c e s .  
It s imply a s k s  t h e  a g e n c i e s  themselves  t o  t e l l  us  where t hey  would 
c u t  i f  t h e y  would have t o  c u t  and then t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  would look 
a t  it d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n .  Th i s  w i l l  n o t  f i r e  people .  I t  s imply 
says, i f  you had t o  c u t  where would you c u t .  

Chairman E t c h a r t  asked Sena tor  Towe about  some f i g u r e s  he r ead  
o f f  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  an  i n c r e a s e  i n  personne l .  I have seen  t h i s  v e r y  
t h i n g  happen, where t hey  p i l e  people  upon people .  

S e n a t o r  Towe, s a i d  y e s ,  t h i s  i s  my concern.  I n  1971, t h e r e  
were 28 people  i n  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  department.  Now, 1978, t h e r e  a r e  
255 people .  A l l  I a m  a s k i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e y  j u s t i f y  t h e  people  t hey  
employ. Want t o  r e a l l y  f i n d  o u t  where t h e  c u t s  cou ld  be made 
and s t i l l  have t h e  same l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e s .  

S e n a t o r  Kols tad  asked when t h e  l a r g e s t  p e r i o d  o f  growth was? 
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S e n a t o r  Towe s a i d  he thought  it was i n  t h e  Babcock Adminis t ra-  
t i o n ,  b u t  was n o t  s u r e .  H e  t o l d  Sena to r  Kols tad  he c o u l d  g e t  t h o s e  4 f i g u r e s  f o r  him. H e  s a i d  between 1971 and 1978 t h e r e  has been a 
tremendous i n c r e a s e  i n  o f f i c e  employment. 

John F i t z p a t r i e k  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  inc luded  f u n c t i o n s  from t h e  
o u t s i d e ,  which brought  t h e  f i g u r e  up. Such as community f u n c t i o n s ,  
halfway houses ,  p r o b a t i o n  and p a r o l e  o f f i c e s  and t h e r e  are 
c o n t i n u a l  r e q u e s t s  f o r  more and more. The a l choho l  and d rug  
program were brought  i n ,  t h e  reimbursement f u n c t i o n ,  community 
menta l  h e a l t h  program. e t c ,  I f  you g e t  r i g h t  down t o  it, i f  you 
look a t  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  t h e y  were having i n  1971 a n d  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  
you w i l l  n o t  s e e  such a  d rama t i c  i n c r e a s e .  The a c t u a l  i n c r e a s e  
w i l l  n o t  be  a s  d ramat ic .  S R S  could c u t  400 p o s i t i o n s  by changing 
t h e  Paw,  And, t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  o t h e r  ways of g e t t i n g  t h i s  down. 
This  i s  t r u e  o f  every  depar tment  i n  Government. There i s  a l o t  
o f  growth i n  o u r  s t a t e  agenc ie s  and it i s  n o t  o u t  of l i n e  a s  
compared w i t h  l o c a l  government. 

Chairman E t c h a r t  asked i f  t h e r e  were any q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  
committee. Sena to r  Hager t o l d  Sena to r  Towe he thought  t h i s  
was a  good i d e a .  However, on l i n e  1 5 ,  you say t h e  Governor s h a l l  
d e v i s e  a p lan .  Is  t h e  Governor going t o  employ t h r e e  o r  fou r  
FTE's t o  do t h i s  work. 

S e n a t o r  Towe, p o i n t  w e l l  taken.  The Governor s h a l l  develop 
a p l a n  w i t h o u t  a d d i t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  by u t i l i z i n g  e x i s t i n g  people .  
He added t h a t  3 . 9 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  personne l  i n  t h e  l a s t  s even  yea r s .  
And t h i s  i n c r e a s e  i s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  o f f i c e  s t a f f .  Th i s  i s  t h e  
problem. Want t o  j u s t i f y  eve ry  person.  

There be ing  no f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e  hea r ing  on S e n a t e  B i l l  
4 2 4  was c l o s e d .  

ACTION ON SENATE J O I N T  RESOLUTION 7: The committee dec ided  
t o  l e t  SJR 7 l a y  i n  committee f o r  t h e  t i m e  being.  

ACTION ON SENATE B I L L  406: M r .  Copley, Department of Highways 
s a i d  a f i s c a l  n o t e  had been prepared  on S B  406, and t h e  n o t e  would 
g e n e r a t e  an  e s t i m a t e d  $21,000 a d d i t i o n a l  revenue,  based on t h e  
$75.00 fee. We e s t i m a t e  t h a t  each  d e a l e r  would have abou t  two pe rmi t s .  

Sena to r  Graham s a i d  t h i s  would inform t h e  peop le ,  c l e a r  t h e  
laws t o  h a u l  any width  of machinery wi thou t  some kind o f  p e r m i t  
a l l owing  it. 

M r .  Copley s a i d  t h e  implement d e a l e r  would have t o  have a  p e r m i t ,  
b u t  t h a t  t h e r e  would be no r e g u l a t i o n  on it. There a p p e a r s  t o  be  
no r e s t r i c t i o n s .  

Chairman E t c h a r t  asked i f  t h e  Department would s t i l l  have r u l e  
making a u t h o r i t y .  

M r .  Copley s a i d ,  ye s .  

S e n a t o r  Kols tad  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  implement d e a l e r s  have 
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had s e r i o u s  problems and h a s s l e s  wi th  t h i s  i n  t h e  p a s t .  The implement 
d e a l e r  i s  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  do t h e  same t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  fa rmers  can  do. 
I t ' s  r e a l l y  n o t  j u s t  t h a t  t h e  fa rmers  can  move t h i s  equipment around 
and they  cannot .  Apparen t ly ,  i t ' s  a l i t t l e  broader  i n  t h i s  b i l l  than  
t h a t .  

M;. Copley r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  Department of Highways has  no 
p o s i t i o n  on SB 4 0 6 ,  one way or t h e  o t h e r ,  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t .  

S e n a t o r  Kols tad  asked if t h i s  b i l l  would a l l ow t h e  implement 
d e a l e r s  t o  do something t h a t  farmers  cannot  do  today.  

M r .  Copley s a i d  No. 

Shaun Simon, L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l ,  s a i d ,  except  f o r  t h e  annua l  
f e e ,  fa rmers  do n o t  have a fee u n l e s s  t hey  g e t  over  100 m i l e s  from 
home. Farmers a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  pay f e e .  The implement d e a l e r s  
p a y . f e e  f o r  same p r i v i l e g e .  

S e n a t o r  Kols tad  made t h e  motion t h a t  Sena te  B i l l  4 0 6  DO PASS. 

The motion c a r r i e d  unanimously. 

ACTION ON SENATE BILL  424 :  Sena to r  Hager made t h e  motion t o  
make an amendment t o  S B  4 2 4  a s  fo l lows:  Line 17 ,  fo l lowing  25%.  
"development of such p l a n  s h a l l  u t i l i z e  e x i s t i n g  employees and s h a l l  
i n  no way j u s t i f y  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of  any new employees." 

Sena to r  Kols tad  asked i f  t h e  t i t l e  of t h e  b i l l  was broad enough 
t o  c a r r y  t h e  amendment. 

Shaun Simon, L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l ,  s a i d ,  y e s ,  t h e  t i t l e  does  
n o t  need changing t o  c a r r y  t h e  amendment. 

Sena to r  Kols tad  s a i d  he d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  25% was r ea sonab le .  
I t h i n k  you cou ld  accomplish t h e  same t h i n g  wi th  a r e s o l u t i o n .  

Chairman E t c h a r t  made t h e  comment t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  has 
g iven  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l  a l o t  of jobs  t o  do. 

S e n a t o r  Hazelbaker commented t h a t  w e  should g i v e  t h e  Governor 
t h e  chance t o  reduce 10%. 

S e n a t o r  Kols tad  s a i d  t h a t  25% would be  about  twenty m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  

S e n a t o r  Healy s a i d  he d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  Sena tor  Hager. I t  i s  
t o o  r e s t r i c t i v e ,  t o o  s t r i n g e n t ,  w i thou t  scope of t h i s  b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  Hager s a i d  what he o b j e c t e d  t o  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  
have t o  deve lop  a p l a n  t o  do t h i s  and t h a t .  W e  s t u d y  more problems 
around he re .  

S e n a t o r  Kols tad  s a i d  what we a r e  going t o  have t o  do  i s  t a k e  
a s e r i o u s  look a t  t o t a l  spectrum of government employees. I t h i n k  
we should  t a k e  a real is t ic  approach t o  t h i s .  
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S e n a t o r  Graham s t a t e d  he thought  t h e  b i l l  would n o t  accomplish 
much of anyth ing .  

S e n a t o r  Towe r e t u r n e d  and gave t h e  fo l lowing  f i g u r e s  t o  t h e  
Committee: 

~ ; l ~  1972, growth 12,900 
J u l y  1979 growth 14,300 e s t ima ted  
1,400 i n  7 y e a r s  . i nc reased  
i n c r e a s e  o f  200  p e r  y e a r  
11% i n  9 y e a r s  
r i s e n  1 . 4 %  pe r  y e a r  
1 , 3 8  growth p e r  y e a r  
Babcock: 1st 8,120 f u l l  t ime employees 

las t  11,259 f u l l  t i m e  employees 
3,139 i n c r e a s e  

S e n a t o r  Kols tad  s t a t e d  t h e  problem w i t h  t h e  f i g u r e s ,  i s  
c o n t r a c t  s e r v i c e s .  

S e n a t o r  Healy asked Sena to r  Towe i f  t h a t  was j u s t  c e n t r a l  o f f i c e  
f i g u r e s .  

S e n a t o r  Towe s a i d ,  No. That  i s  t o t a l  s t a t e  government. 

Sena to r  Kols tad  s a i d  t h e  average employee makes $13,000 p e r  
yea r .  

S e n a t o r  Hager made t h e  motion t h a t  t h e  amendment t o  Sena te  
B i l l  4 2 4  pas s .  The motion carried unanimously. 

S e n a t o r  Hager made t h e  moticn t o  DO PASS a s  amended S8 4 2 4 .  
A r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  was c a l l e d .  Sena to r  Hager, Hazelbaker,  Kols tad 
vo ted  t o  pass t h e  b i l l  as amended. Sena tor  E t c h a r t ,  Graham and 
Healy  voted t o  DO NOT PASS as  amended. Sena to r  Manning w a s  absent. 
T h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a T i e  Vote. The b i l l  s t a y s i n  committee. 

FURTHER BUSINESS: 

There  be ing  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  meeting ad jou rned .  Next 
meeting o f  t h e  Highways and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Committee w i l l  be a t  
12:30 p.m. on Thursday,  February 15,  1 9 7 9  i n  Room 410 of t h e  S t a t e  
C a p i t o l  Bui ld ing .  

SENATOR MARK ETCHART, CHAIRMAN 
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President : MR. .............................................................. 

............................................... .............................. we, your committee on &.%.9h!f@~.~ . . .&n.Ca...T~8~.~~.~t;j lf  J I . Q ~  

having had under consideration .................................................................................................. Bill No. ..4.04 ....... 

................................................................................... ....... ........ Respectfully report as follows: That Bill NO..RQE;, 

STATE PUB. CO.  
Helena, Mont. 

. .9Li .aToR .. $=+-. . .FA....&...* .......................................... 
Chairman. 




