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The S e n a t e  E d u c a t i o n  C o ~ m . i t t e e  m e t  I".;onday, F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  1979 ,  
i n  Room 4 0 2  o f  t h e  C a p i t o l  ~ u i l d i n g .  The m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  t o  
o r d e r  by S e n a t o r  Bob Brown, Chai rman.  Conunittee members p r e s e n t  
were S e n a t o r s  Brown, McCallum, Ander son ,  E .  S m i t h ,  O ' E I a r a ,  
S e v e r s o n ,  F a s b e n d e r ,  and  R. Smi th .  S e n a t o r  Thomas b r a s  a b s e n t  
a n d  S e n a t o r  B l a y l o c k  was a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  f o r  o n l y  a s h o r t  t i m e .  

The C o n n i t t e e  h e a r d  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 7 6  and  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 9 .  S e n a t o r  
Ed S m i t h ,  V i c e  Chai rman,  assumed t h e  C h a i r  w h i l e  S e n a t o r  Erown 
p r e s e n t e d  h i s  b i l l .  
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S e n a t o r  Bob Brown, s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  t h e  p u r p o s e  
o f  t h e  b i l l  is  t o  a u t h o r i z e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  deve lopmen t  o f  
p rog rams  t o  meet t h e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  g i f t e d  
and  t a l e n t e d  s t u d e n t .  H e  r ev i ewed  t h e  f i v e  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  
b i l l .  S e c t i o n  1 d e f i n e s  g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  c h i l d r e n ;  S e c t i o n  
2 p r o v i d e s  for i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  g i f t e d  and  t a l e n t e d  c h i l d r e n ;  
S e c t i o n  3 p r o v i d e s  f o r  a d o p t i o n  o f  c r i t e r i a  by t h e  S u p e r i n t e n ~ i e n t  
a n d  f o r  l o c a l - s t a t e  match  f o r  f u n d s ;  S e c t i o n  4 o u t l i n e s  
c r i t e r i a  f o r  p rog ram p r o p o s a l s ;  and S e c t i o n  5 p r o v i d e s  f o r  
d e l e t i n g  t h e  t e r m  " f e 2 e r a l U  t h u s  e n a b l - i n g  s t a t e  g r a n t  money 
t o  g o  i n t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  programs fund .  S e n a t o r  
Brown s t a t e d  t h e r e  i s  a  Eouse  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l  i n  f o r  
$256 ,000  t o  f u n d  t h e  g r a n t  p rogram.  H e  c l o s e d  by p o i n t i n g  o a t  
t h e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  f o r  h z n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n  i.s w e l l  
d e v e l o p e d  and  q u i t e  comprehens ive  ar,d i t  i s  t i m e  t o  be r e s p o n s i v e  
t o  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  t h e  s p e c t r u m .  

J u d i  F e n t o n ,  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  p r e s e n t e d  h e r  
w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  i n  s u p p o r t  of  t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  commi t t ee  
(; t . tachment # I ) .  

J a c k  - Eaier, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  E l e m e n t a r y  
S c h o o l  ~ r ~ n c i ~ a l s ,  s t a t e d  t h e  b i l l  i s  a r e a l i s t i c  a i d  i n  
k e e p i n g  Montana c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  forefront of e d u c a t i o n a l  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  Be u r g e d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  H e  s a i d  it 
p r o v i d e s  a n  e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  g i f t e d  s t u d e n t s  
as  w e l l  as  o t h e r  e l e n ~ e n t s  o f  l e a r n i n g .  I t  affects o u r  most 
i ~ p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e ,  o u r  c h i l d r e n  and  t h e i r  f u t u r e .  H e  a l s o  
n o t e d  t h e  b i l l  r e t a i n s  t h e  g r a s s  r o o t s  element mos t  i m p o r t a n t  
t o  good e d u c a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

A r l y n c  R e i c h e r t ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  Dis t r ic t  3 7 ,  p r e s e n t e d  her  
w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  commi t t ee  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  
( a t t a c h m e n t  # 2 )  . 
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John David C h i l d s ,  s t u d e n t  a t  Smith Schoo l ,  Hc lena ,  s t a t e d  
t h e r e  a r e  53 s t u d e n t s  i n  two a c c e l e r a t e d  c l a s s e s  i n  Helena .  
H e  s a i d  he  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  l e g i s l ~ t i o n  s o  t h a t  when 
a  s t u z e n t  f i n i s h e s  h i s  work e a r l y ,  he  h a s  a n  o r g a n i z e d  
a c t i v i t y  t o  f u r t h e r  h i s  e d u c a t i o n  and t o  k e e p  h i n  froz b e i n g  
bored .  

Bob Lopp, s t u d e n t  a t  K a l i s p e l l  J u n i o r  High S c h o o l ,  s t a t e d  h e  
wanted t o  d i s p e l  t h e  f a l l a c y  t h a t  g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  c h i l d r e n  
create t h e i r  own l e a r n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  a n  i n f o r m a l  p o l l  
of  twen ty  randomly chosed g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  s t u d e n t s  a t  

, h i s  s c h o o l ,  o n l y  t h r e e  c r e a t e d  t h e i r  own l e a r n i n g  s i t u a t i o n s .  
Most o f  them r e l y  on teacher-school .  s t i m u l a t i o n .  H e  s u p p o r t e d  
t h e  b i l l -  as  it w i l l  h e l p  i d e n t i f y  t h e  g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  
s t u d e n t  and a i d  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n .  

Kor i  P e t e r s o n ,  B u t t e  G i f t e d  Program, s a i d  i f  t h e  b i l l  p a s s e s ,  
it t i i l l  h e l p  k i d s  i n  o t h e r  comnuni t i e s .  A l l  of u s  who have 
had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  u t i l i z e  these programs knox how 
v a l u a b l e  t h e y  a r e .  She s a i d  more programs a r e  needed fo r  t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  k i d s  who a c e  n o t  a s  f o r t u n a t e  a s  t h e y  a r e  i n  B u t t e .  , She s a i d  k i d s  w i l l  beclzne bored  i f  t h e y  a r e  h e l d  b ~ c X  2nd n o t  
s t i n u l a t e d  t o  u s e  t h e i r  knowledge. 

John Cour tney ,  B u t t e  Gifted Program, spoke t o  t h e  c o ~ n ~ i t t e e  
s a y i n g  why shou ld  you spend more money on a c c e l e r a t e d  programs - 
b e c a u s e  w e  can  l e a n :  more and have more e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
and w e  w o n ' t  g e t  b o r e d .  More money would g i v e  u s  niore work t o  
d o  and more t o o l s  t o  work with. 

Cia-rk Hanson, B u t t e  Gifted Program, s a i d  i f  t h e r e  was more 
money a v a i l a b l e  t h e y  c o u l d  have more ma te r i z l s ,  books, 
t y p e w r i t e r s ,  f i l m s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  f i e l d  t r i p s ,  s p e a k e r s  a n d  
s o  f o r t h .  H e  s a i d  he  h a s  s e e n  some a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  c o u l d  be  
changed if t h e y  had more m a t e r i a l s .  For example,  t h e y  c o u l d  
have  n e a t e r  and more i n t e r e s t i n g  s c i e n c e  e x p e r i m e n t s .  

Dave S e x t o n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
u rged  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l - .  H e  s a i d  o v e r  $ 2  b i l l i o n  i s  
a p p r c p r i a t e d  n a t i o n a l l y  f o r  handicapped p r o g r a m  and o n l y  
$ 2 . 5  n i l ~ l i o n  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  programs. 
T h a t  works o u t  t o  o n l y  $1 .50 p e r  c h i l d .  ?he s t a t e  f u n d s  s p e c i a l  
e d u c a t i o n  1 0 0 %  b u t  t h e r e  are  no f u n d s  f o r  g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d .  
Idaho  f u n d s  g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  t o  $1.4 m i l l i o n .  P a r e n t s  and 
e d u c a t o r s  r e a l i z e  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  of  n e g l e c t i n c j  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  
program. S e v e r a l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  Montana have s t a r t e d  gifted and 
t a l e n t e d  programs b u t  only on a very modest b a s i s .  The  Montana 
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~ o n s t i t u t i o n  s a y s  " I t  i s  t h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
a s y s t e m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  which  w i l l  d e v e l o p  t h e  f u l l  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p o t e n t i a l  o f  e a c h  p e r s o n " .  H e  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  commi t t ee  w i t h  a 
summary o f  r e s e a r c h  on  g i f t e d  and  t a l e n t e d  ? r o ~ r a m s  ( a t t a c h ~ r i s n t  
# 3 ) .  H e  c l o s e d  by s t a t i n g  g i f t e d  a n d  t a l e n t e d  p rog rams  are 
cos t  e f f e c t i v e  b e c a u s e  a l l  s o c i e t y  b e n e f i t s .  

C a r o l  S tam,  a  p a r e n t  f rom M i s s o u l a ,  p r e s e n t e d  h e r  l e t t e r  and 
l e t t e r s  f r o m  a  d o z e n  o t h e r  p a r e n t s  i n  M i s s o u l a  i n  s u p p o r t  of 
t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  commi t t ee  ( a t t a c h m e n t  # 4 ) .  

Andrea  Upshaw, D i r e c t o r  o f  PACE, G r e a t  F a l l s ,  a.nd a l s o  r e p r e s e n t -  
i n g  t h e  S c h o o l  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  14ontana, spoke i n  s u p p o r t  o f  
t h e  b i l l  a.nd g a v e  h e r  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  commi t t ee  
( a t t a c h m e n t  # 5 )  . 

S h i r l e y  DeVoe, p a r e n t  and  e d u c a t o r ,  p r e s e n t e d  h e r  w r i t t e n  
t e s t i m o n y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  c o r m i t t e e  ( z t t a - c h ~ n e n t  

P a t  P r i c e ,  r s p r c s e n t i n g  t h e  S c h o o l  A d n i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  Montana,  -- 
p r e s e n t e d  h e r  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  t o  t h c  
committee ( a t t a c h i n e n t  % 7 )  . 
H a r r i e t t  Meloy,  C h a i r p e r s o n  o f  t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  -- 
p r e s e n t e d  h e r  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i i l  t o  t h e  
commi t t ee  ( a t t a c h m e n t  # 8 )  . 

George  Camp, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Psycho logy  Depa r tmen t  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  l+Iontana,  s t a t e d  g i f t e d  and  t a l e n t e d  s t u d e n t s  
a r e  n o t  a  lump o f  w e i r d  k i d s  w i t h  t h i c k  g l a s s e s  and  heavy  
b r i e f c a s e s .  They a r e  k i d s  w i t h  l e a r n i n g  styles t h a t  n e e d  
something beyond t h e  r e g u l a r  c l a s s r o o r , .  They c a n  be  i d e n t i f i e d  
by how q u i c k l y  t h e y  l e a r n  and  how much p r a c t i c e  t h e y  n e e d .  H e  
s a i d  t h e  g i f t e d  and  t a l e n t e d  programs d o n ' t  become e x p e n s i v e  
l i k e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  and  t h e y  have  t h e  added  b e n e f i t  o f  
e n r i c h i n g  r e g u l a r  s c h o o l  programs.  S t u d e n t s  a r e  l o o k e d  a t  
i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  t a l e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e i r  %?et lknesses .  H e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  funds a r e  needed  t o  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  p rog rams  and  
t h o s e  f u n d s  j u s t  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a h i e  on t h e  local l e v e l .  

Donna Carmen, He lena  t e a c h e r ,  s a i d  s h s  h a s  two s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  
l o c a l  g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  programs.  She  s a i d  she h a s  had 
many g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  k i d s  i n  s h c o o l  i n  h e r  10  y e a r s  o f  
t e a c h i n g  and  q u o t e d  examples  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  and  boredom i n  
t h o s e  c h i l d r e n .  The g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  c h i l d  i s  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  



Page 4 
lblinutes 
Feb. 1 2 ,  1979 

i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  c l a s s r o o m  i n  Montana- They need t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  
s k i l l s  deve loped  and n u t u r e d  and an e d u c a t i o n  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  
m e e t  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s .  

Wayne Buchanan, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana School  Board ~ s s o c i a t i o n ,  
s t a t e d  t h e  overwhelming s u p p o r t  of  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  fo r  t h e  b i l l .  
H e  s a i d  it i s  a  good b i l l ,  a sound approach ,  and e a s i l y  implemented 

Mike Meloy, r e p r e s e n t i n g  h imse l f  a s  a p a r e n t  o f  a  c h i l d  who 
t a u g h t  h e r s e l f  t o  read a t  a g e  t h r e e ,  t o l d  t h e  cornn i t t ee  o f  t h e  
f r u s t r a t i o n s  o f  a p a r e n t  w i t h  a  c h i l d  go ing  t h r o u g h  t h e  problems 
of a g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  c h i l d .  H i s  d a u g h t e r  i s  n o t  a b l e  t o  
a t t e n d  e i t h e r  of t h e  g i f t e d  prograKs i n  Helena due t o  l o c a t i o n .  
H e  s t a t e d  d e a i i n y  w i t h  b r i g h t  k i d s  i s  one of t h e  t h i n g s  w e  d o n ' t  
know much a b o u t  i n  Montana. He s u p p o r t s  t h e  b i l l  as  a  s t a t e m e n t  
o f  concern  and s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e s e  b r i g h t  k i d s  and t h e  d e v e l o p ~ ~ c n t  
of t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l .  He s2id t h e  deve lopmenta l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  
program i n  t h e  state i s  o u t s t a n d i n g  and t h e  s t a t u t e s  back i t  
a l l  t h e  way w h i l e  t h e r e  i s  n ~ t h i n g  f o r  t h e  g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  
s t u d e n t .  T h i s  b i l l  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  s t a t e  t h i n k s  i t  i s  t ime  t o  
gcve  some special a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n .  H e  ment ioned 
t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e ,  2nd said he  f e e l s  t h e  a 6 m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s  a r e  
t o o  h i g h  and some o f  t h a t  shou ld  go t o  t h e  program. 

Mary Chenovick,  a p a r e n t  of a  c h i l d  i n  a  p i l o t  program i n  J e f f e r -  
s o n  Schoo l  i n  He lena ,  s a i d  she f e e l s  t h e  program w i l l  work l i k e  
y e a s t  i n  b r e a d .  Thc b e n e f i t s  d o n ' t  g o  j u s t  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  b u t  
t o  t h e i r  f r i e n d s ,  f a m i l y  and c l a s ~ r o o r r ~ s .  She f e l t  t h e  program I 

would be good fo r  t h e  w h o l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em.  

There  b e i n g  no opponen t s ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d .  Fo l lowing  
d i s c u s s i o n  by t h e  commit tee ,  S e n a t e  D i l l  329 was heard.  

SENATE EILL 3 2 9  

S e n a t o r  McCallun, s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t e d  many l e g i s l a t o r s ,  
h i m s e l f  i n c l u d e d ,  were s u p r i s e d  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  s e s s i o n  t o  f i n d  
t h e y  had n o t  h e l p  vo-ed fund ing  a t  a l l .  He s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a 
vo-ed f u n d i n g  b i l l  i n  t h e  House al-so.  He s a i d  t h e  Nor thwest  
A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and o t h e r  l o c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  had worked on 
t h e  b i l l .  I t  i s  based  on a  c l ass room u n i t  amount. He s a i d  
s t a t i s t i c s  show 6 0 %  o f  s t u d e n t s  g e t  no f u r t h e r  e d u c a t i o n  
beyond h i g h  s c h o o l  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  a p p r ~ p r i a t e  and best  
e d u c a t i o n  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  them t o  d e v e l o p  
t h e  s k i l l s  t o  be q u a l i f i e d  c i t i z e n s  and t a x p a y e r s  when t h e y  
g r a d u a t e .  

Rob S t o c k t o n ,  OPI, p r e s e n t e d  h i s  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  i n  s u p p a r t  
o f  t h e  b i l l .  t o  the cornmi-ttee ( a t t a c h m e n t  9 3 ) -  
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Wayne Buchanan,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana S c h o o l  E o a r d s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
s t a t e d  tfieir t e s t i m o n y  would b e  e x a c t l y  t h e  same a s  M r .  S t o c k t o n ' s  
znd  k h e r e f o r e  h e  would n o t  r e p e a t  i t .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e  A s s o c i a t i . o n  
s u p p o r t s  t h e  b i l l  t o t a l l y  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  d o n ' t  know w h i c h  f u n d i n g  
mechanism i s  b e s t .  

H a r r i e t t  Meloy, C h a i r p e r s o n  o f  t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  
p r e s e n t e d  h e r  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  ( a t t a c h m e n t  # l o ) .  

W a l t  H a r t ,  P r i n c i p a l ,  Thompson F a l l s ,  s t a t e d  h e  s u p p o r t s  t h e  
b i l l  i f  i t  i s  t i e d  t o  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  prograin.  Then t h e  l e g i s l a -  
t u r e  w o n ' t  h a v e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  vo-ed f u n d i n g  every y e a r  and  
l o c a l  d i s t r i c t s  ~ o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  rely o n  a  f u n d i n g  b a s e .  

S e n a t o r  Ed S m i t h  s a i d  h e  w a s  n o t  o p p o s i n g  o r  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  b i l l  
h u t  d i d  wan t  t o  u n d e r s c o r e  t h e  p rob lems  o f  t h e  l a s t  l e g i s l a t u r e  
r e  f u n d i n g .  M e  s a i d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  a r e  no federal f u n d s  
f o r  s e c o n d a r y  vo-ed a t  t h i s  t i m e .  H e  s a i d  h i s  o l d e s t  s o n  took  
vo-cd i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  and  it was a  super exper ienccr  f o r  him 
and  a d e f i n i t e  asse t  f o r  him i n  r u n n i n g  t h e  r a n c h .  The procjrari~ 
was d i s c o n t i n u e d  b e f o r e  h i s  two o t h e r  s o n s  c o u l d  t a k e  i t  and  
t h e y  s u f f e r e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  t h a t  e x p c r i c n c e .  H e  s a i d  
h e  would wan t  t o  l o o k  a t  b o t h  b i l l s  and make a  f i n 2 1  d e c i s i o n  
o n  wh ich  o n e  i s  t h e  b e s t .  

T h e r e  w e r e  no  o p p o n e n t s  t o  t h e  b i l l  and  a f t e r  d i s c u s s i o n  by  t h e  
comrni-ttee S e n a t o r  McCallurn c l o s e d .  

S e n a t o r  I~icCal lum s a i d  h e  would l i k e  t o  e c h o  S e n a t o r  S m i t h ' s  r e m a r k s .  
H e  s a i d  h e  hoped  t h i s  s e s s i o n  would p r o v i d e  some f u n d i n g  e i t h e r  on  
t h e  ANB b a s i s  o r  t h e  w e i g h t e d  c l a s s r o o m  u n i t .  Both w i l l  p r i m a r i l y  
a c h i e v e  t h e  same t h i n g ,  b u t  h e  p r e f e r s  t o  see which i s  s i m p l e s t  
and m o s t  e f f i c i e n t  and  g o  w i t h  t h a t  h i l - 1 .  H e  s a i d  t h e r e  a r e  
p r o b a b l y  w e a k n e s s e s  i n  b o t h  b i l l s  b u t  t h e  programs need  t o  know 
f rom y e a r  t o  y e a r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  funded .  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

SENATE BILL 1 7 8  

S e n a t o r  Ed S m i t h  moved t o  amend t h e  b i l l  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  arnenh.er l ts  - - -  -- 
p r o p o s e d  by S e n a t o r  Turnage .  The m o t i o n  c a r r i e d  u n a n i - n o u s l y  w i t h  - -- 
Senators B l a y l o c k  an-d Thomas a b s e n t .  The amendmenrs proposed by  

S e n a t o r  T u r n a g e  would s t r i k e  t h e  word " c o ~ ~ r s e '  i n  t h e  b i l l  w h f r e v e r  
i t  a p p e a r s  and  i n s e r t  " u n i t  o f  i n s t r u c t j o n "  and i n s r r t  t h e  word 
"potential" b e f o r e  " h e a l t h  h a z a r d s "  w h e r e v e r  it appears i n  t h e  b i l l .  
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s e n a t o r  Ed S m i t h  moved S e n a t e  B i l l  1.78 D o  P a s s  A s  Amended. 

S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r  s t a t e d  h e  would p r e f e r  h a v i n g  t h e  Board of P u b l i c  
I n s t r u c t i o n  i n c l u d e  i n s t r u c t i o n  on d r u g  h a z a r d s  i n  t h e i r  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  
s t z n d a r d s ,  w h e t h e r  by a l e t t e r  t o  them o r  by a  c o m i i t t e e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  
i n s t e a d  o f  h a v i n g  t h e  b i l l  p a s s  and  be  s t a t u t o r y .  

S e n a t o r  S m i t h  w i t h d r e w  h i s  p r e v i o u s  m o t i o n  and  moved t o  s t r i k e  
' s h a l l t '  w h e r e v e r  it a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  h i l l  and  i n s e r t  "may'  and  i n  
t h e  t i t l e  s t r i k e W r e q u i r i n g "  and i n s e r t  "recommending".  

S e n a t o r  F a s b e n d e r  made a  s u b s t i t u t e  m o t i o n  f o r  a l l  n o t i o n s  p e n d i n g  - 
t o  t a b l e  t h e  b i l l .  The n o t i o n  carTiec1 ot? a  ro3.1 c a l c v o t e  w i t h  -- ---.-- 
S e n a t o r s  O ' H a r a ,  McCallum, Ander son ,  S e v e r s o n  and  F a s b e n d c r  v o t i n g  
% a n d  S e n a t o r s  Ed S m i t h ,  R i c h a r d  sa1iT-K and Brown v o t i n g  no.  -- - 

SENATE B I L L  2 7 3  

S e n a t o r  Nc'Callum moved t h e  amendments ( see  a t t a c h e d  c o r m i t t e e  r e p o r t ) .  --- 
T h e  m a  t i o n  c a r r i e d  unan imous ly  w i t K  s e n a t o r  B l a y l ~ c l c  a b s e n t .  ----- 

. d 

S e n a t o r  O ' H a r a  moved S e n a t e  B i l l  2 7 3  D o  P a s s  A s  P a e ~ d e d .  The m o t i o n  -- 
c a r r i e d  w i t h  S e n a t o r  R i c h ~ r d  a n d T n , t t o r  ~ l ~ ~ l o c k  ---- - --- -- 
absent. 

S e n a t o r  McCallurn moved Senate Bill 276 Go Pass.  The m o t i o n  c a r r i e d  -- 
unan imous ly  with - S e n a t o r   lock a b s e n t .  - 

There b e i n g  no  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  meeting a d j o u r n e d  t o  r e c o n v e n e  
Wednesday, F e b r u a r y  1 4 ,  a t  12 :30  p.m. 

S e n a t o r  Bob Brown, Chai rman 

j d r  ./ 
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Sen. B o b  Brown, Chairman 

Sen.  Ed Smith, Vice Chairman 

Sen.  George McCallum 

S e n .  Chet Blaylock 

Sen .  L a r r y  Fasbender 

Each Day A t t a c h  to Minu tes .  
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Montana's gifted and talented youth may be our most precicl~s natural resource. I 

Gifted. and talented students who have h a d  the advanta~e of special prograriis have 
shol:ir: s ignif icant  ifiiprovenient in scholastic achievement and 1 s t e r  have realized 
success in t h e i r  chosen roles in l i f e .  Pboi~t 3 percent of  ivkn kana's approximately 
170,000 public school studcnts can be regarded as gifted and talented. Thes2 5,000 

1 
or  5,100 people are in need of special progranls because of their  giftedness. 
Nationally th i s  year only about 12 percent of the ablest  American school children 
will get  the extra attention and encouragement they need. Koreover, approximately 
19 percent of these students do become high school dropouts. Conceivsbly these 

1 
figures also apply to Montana and represent a trem2ndous ta lent  loss f o r  ou r  s t a t e .  
Therefore, i t  i s  imperative t o  exert  necessary leadership t o  insure tha t  the needs 
of Ibntana's gifted and talented youth are met. 

1 
I 

Some schools in Montana have recognized the importance of this  need and have I 
i n i t i a t ed  action to provide programs for the gifted and talented. I n i t i z l l y  d is -  
t r i c t  involvement was smal l ,  b u t  there i s  a growing consciousness of the necessity 
fo r  such programs. This awareness i s  evidenced by the  increasing number of I.lonr;-<ca 
school d i s t r i c t s ,  both rural and urban, wishing t o  s t a r t  gifted and talented pro- 
grams. I n  the past ~ o n t h  and a ha l f ,  approxinateiy 25 schaol d i s t r i c t s  have re- 

1 
quested assistance, advice and support t o  launch nel,u. gifted a n d  talented progra!r;s. 
Th2se inquiries do not include the numerobs l e t t e r s  and phone c a l l s  f i e l d e d  by 
this  off ice requesting workshops, msteria Is and assistance, U~fortundtely,  budget 

I 
l  in!i tations have hindered and even forced d i s t r i c t s  t o  postpone or curtai  1 e f fo r t s  
to i r n n  Illi,l einent g i  fted and talented programs. 

Passage of  Senate Bi l l  276 would f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  in i t i2 t ion  of these pro~t-ar~s 
on the p a r t  of d i s t r i c t s  tha t  have, until new, been frustrated in the i r  e f for t s  t o  
address t h i s  imperative learning need. Moreo\/~r, the b i  11 ~ioul d faci 1 i  t a te  pro- 
vision of services t o  concerned d i s t r i c t s .  Such services would include access t o  
iriiol-mation, materials and in-service t r a i ~ i n g .  Besides these ;ervi ces,  passage 
of the b i l l  would provide the necessary assistance to  s t a r t  programs desired by 
concerned educators in d i s t r i c t s  throughout the s t a t e .  

1 
1 

The Office of Pub1 i c  Instruction urges favcrabfe consideration for  Senate I 
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F e b r u a r y  12,  1979 

Subn l i t t ed  by: 
Montana E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  

SENBTE BILL 276 

Fo l lowing  i s  a n  answer ,  based  on t h e  b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  r e s e a r c h ,  t o  t l ie  misconceptions 

t h a t  some p e o p l e  have  on t l ie  need f o r  and v a l u e  o f  g i f t c d  and t a l e n t e d  progran,s:  

T h r e e  p a p u l a r  n j s c o n c e p t i o n s  s e c x  t o  plaguc: t h o s e  w?:o a t t e m p t  t o  deve lop  pro-  
gt-ans f o r  g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  s t u d e n t s .  A s  program d e v e l o p e r s  r a i s e  t h e  i s s u e  o f  
t e a c h i n g  t h e  g i f t e d ,  t h e i r  a l id ience  o f t e n  t h w ~ r t s  f u r t l ~ e r  c x p l o r a t i  on  by suggcxst-  
i ~ g  t i i a t  t h e  g i f t e d  a r e  a l r e a d y  p rov ided  f o r ,  t h a t  g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  s t u d e n t s  
v i l l  s u c c e e d  anyday,  and t h a t  if a  s t u d e n t  i s  d i f  f c r e n t i a t c d  from h i s f h e r  al:ern,ltcs, 
h e  o r  s h e  w i l l  s u f f e r  from d i r e  s o c i a l  and emot iol ia l  p r o b l e r i ~ s .  These  misconcep- 
t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  a d d r e s s e d  p r i o r  t o  i n i t i a t i n g  any prcgranr f o r  g i f t c d  s t u d e n t s  as 
they  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be  b r o u g h t  up by solnc a d n l i n i s t r a t o r s ,  t c n c l l e r s ,  and p a r e n t L , .  

Niscor lcep t ion  One: The g i f t e d  a r e  a l r e a d y _ ~ r o v i d c J  f o r .  --- 

C r i t i c s  of s p e c i a l  programs o f t e n  claim t h a t  w e  s p e n d  t o o  much money on es- 
c c p t i o n s ,  t h a t  enougll h a s  a l r e a d y  been  done f o r  tlle g i f t c J o r ' o r i g l ~ t  s t u d c n t .  N7r.y 
b e l i e v e  s c h o o l s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  i n s t i t u t e d  progr~am:; for t h e  g i f t c d  and t h a t  t h e  r p a l  
n e g l e c t  i s  w i t h  t h e  a v e r a g e  s t u d e n t .  

The g roup  t h a t  s h o u l d  and d o e s  r e c e i v e  t h e  most  attention i s  t h e  "avcragz." 
N e a r l y  a l l  o f  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  c o n c e n t r a t e s  on p r e p a r i n g  t h c  t e a c h e r  t o  i n s t r u c t  
t h e  " t y p i c a l "  c l a s s  o f  "average"  s t u d e n t s ,  a s  t h i s  i s  t11c g roup  n o s t  t e a c h e r s  l i av t  
o r  w i l l  have  i n  t h e i r  c l a s s e s .  hlost of  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  purchasec! f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  

1 1  a r e  d i r e c t e d  a t  "avcrnge s t u d e n t s ,  a s  t h e y  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  pop- 
u l a t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  mzst  c f  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  c u r r i c u l a r  r n a t e r i c l s  a r c  d c s i z n e d  f o r  
I t  ave rage"  s t u d e n t s ,  a s  t h i s  group encompassps t h e  1  a r g e s f -  a n d  mas t profitable 
m a r k e t .  (82)  IaJe may n o t  b e  d o i n g  enoug11 f n r  tlle "average" s t u d c n t ,  b u t  t?e a r e  
f o c u s i n g  inost of o u r  r r s o u r c e s  i n  t h a t  d i r c c t i o : ~  a l r e a d y .  

i\Thcn we compare a l l o c a t i o n s  o f  resotirces f o r  d i f f e r e n t  a r c a s  o f  errccptiorr;-!lity, 
\je f i n d  t h a t  t h e  g i f t e d  do n o t  f a re  w e l l .  I n  a  1970 r c p o r t  o f  27  model  school  d i s -  ~ 

t r i c t s  i n  f i v e  s t a t e s  w i t h  s u p e r i o r  prograins f o r  e x c c , > t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  a l l o -  
ca t io r t  of  monies and programs was d e s r r i b ~ q ~ i  by t y p c  or e x c e p t i o n a l i t y .  ( 5 G )  Ttic 
r e s u l t s  were:  



Type of excep t iona l i ty  
P h y s i c a l l y  hand icapped  
Audi tc ; r i ly  handi.capped 
V i s u a l l y  hand icapped  
Emo t i o n a i l y  d i s t u r b e d  
M u l t i p l e  hand icapped  
S p e c i a l  l e a r n i n g  d i s o r d e r s  
T r a i n a b l e  m e n t a l l y  retardec! 
Educab le  m e n t a l l y  r e t a r d e d  
~ o m e b o u n d / ~ o s p i  tal 
Speech haridicapped 
I n t e l l e c t u a l l y  g i f t e d  

Ploney per. 
pupil.  

(above n o r m a l  
a l l o t m e n t )  
$1,723 

1,303 
1,290 
1 ,199 
1 ,133 

760 
72 1 
5 70 
2 75 
118 
9 2 

.These f i g u r e s  do  n o t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l i t y  a r e  re- 
c e i v i n g  t c o  much a t t e n t i o n .  R a t h e r ,  t h e s e  d a t a  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  
a r e a s  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l i t y ,  t h e  g i f t e d  s t u d e n t  is  n o t  " a l r e a d y  p r o v i d c d  f o r . "  

111 1972 t h e  U. S. O f f i c e  o f  E d u c a t i o n  c o ~ c l u d e d  t h a ~  tlle f e d e r a l  r o l e  i n  pr lx-  
vidii3g s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  g i f t e d  and t a l e n t e d  xias ' ' a l l  b u t  nonexistent." The r e p o r t  
found t h s t  21  s t a t e s  d l d  n a t  p r o v i d e  any s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e i r  g i f t c d ,  2nd no s t a i c  
p rov ided  f o r  a m a j o r i t y  o f  i t s  g i f t e d .  \Glen e1eliie:;tnry a n d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  p r i n -  
c i p a l s  were  a s k e d  a b o u t  programs f o r  t l l c i r  g i f t e d ,  57.7  p e r c e n t  s t a c e d  t h e y  d i d  
n o t  h z v e  any  g i f t e d  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  s c h o o l s .  T h e  r e p o r t  concluded t h a t  a t  l e n s t  
t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of  t h e  g i f t - ed  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  thi. Unitccl S l a t e s  r e c e i v e s  n o  s p e c i a l  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  any k i n d .  (20)  Accord ing  t o  Dorothy S i s k  t11c si  t t i a t i o n  h 2 s  n o t  
changed b e t m e n  1972 and 1978. Even i n  1978 or,:). ahou t  12  p e r c e n t  of the  g i f t e d  
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y  were  being, s e r v e d .  Even t h e  f e d e r a l  a l l o c a t i o n  of 
f u n d s  f o r  t h e  g i f t e d  was r ; i inin.al--approximr~tely orle d o l l a r  p c r  g i f t c d  s t u d e n t .  (69) 
I n  s t ~ m n a r i z i n g  t h e  reconuricndations of t h e  Counci l  of  E x c e p t i o n a l  C h i l d r e n  aboutl ed-  
u c a t i o n  of  t h e  g i f t e d ,  Z e t  t e l  and E a l l a r d  s t a t e ,  "PIost i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t o o  many g i  f t-ed 
and t a l e r ~ t c d  c h i l d r e n  a r e  s u f f e r i n g  f ro in  n e e l e c t  t h a t  d e r i v e s  from t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  
p r o v i d e  t h e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  r e q u i r e d  t o  meet t h e i r  uniqcle l e a r n i n g  
needs .  " (85) 

M i s c o n c e p t i o n  Two: TIlz g i f t e d  w i l l  succeed  a n m .  .- - 

I t  is  w i d e l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  s p e c i a l  prograins f o r  t h e  g i f t e d  and C a l e n t e d  a r e  
unwar ran ted  b e c a u s e  g i f t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l :  succeed  on t h e i r  owr,. A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  
o p p o s i t e  i s  t o o  o f t e n  t h e  c c s e .  Many g i f t e d  srndi3nts do n o t  s u c c e e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
p r e s e n t  academic  s e t t i n g  and d r o p  o u t  o f  s c h o o l  o r  f a i l  t o  continue t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  
beyond h i g h  s c h o o l .  A f t e r  s t u d y i n g  t h e  dropotl t  r a t e  o f  g i f  t c d  s r u d e n t s  i n  Iowa i n  
1962, Green found t h a t  17 .6  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  g i f t c d  s t u d c n t s  i n  t h a t  s t a t e  were. 
n o t  c o m p l e i i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l .  ( 29 )  A s i g n i f i c a n t  n u ~ b e r  of g i f t e d  s t u d e n t s  who r e -  
main i n  t h c  system and s h o u l d  b e  p e r f o r m i z g  a t  t h e  11 ighes t  I c z r r . 1 ~  a c h i e v e  otl ly 
a v e r a g e  o r  below a v e r a g e  g r a d e s .  111 1357 Miner r epor t r id  h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
achievement of  251 g i f t e d  c h i l d r e n .  H e  conc luded  t h a t  54.6 p e r r c n t  werc working 
below l e v e l s  o f  which t h e y  were  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  cr lpnblc ,  a n d  t h a t  a  r i l ~ j o r i t y  o f  thes ;  
s t b d e n t s  r lere  working a t  l e a s t  f o u r  g r a d e  l e v e l s  belo:-I t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l .  (85) 



These  f i n d i n g s  a r e  nCt S O  s u r p r i s i n g  ~ l l e i l  w e  co i l s idc r  son!e o f  t h c  p e r s o n a l i t y  
and b e h a v i o r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  g i f t e d  j ~ l d i v j d u n l s - - d i v e r g c r l t  and c r i t i c a l  t h i n k -  
i n g  and p e r s i s t r n c c  i n  d c r a n d s  and q u e s t  i o n s .  !.[any of  these t r a i t s  n o t  o n l y  ;:o 
u:lrewarded i n  c l a s s r o o m s  b u t  a r e  o f t e n  p c n n l i z c d  a s  tc lachers  s o n e t i i , ~ : ;  r e g a r d  t l l t r n  

a s  u n a c c e p t a b l e  be1:aviors.  T h i s  i s  b o ~ n e  o u t  by t h e  g r a d e s  nuny g i f t c .2  s t u d e n t s  
r e c e i v e  and b y  t h e  u n r e l i a b i  l i t y  of t e a c h c r  nominat ion o f  g i f t e d  s t u d - r ~ t s .  I n  t h e i r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  ~i f t e d  c h i l d r e n  i n  regu!ar e l e m e n t a r y  c l ~ ~ s : , r o o m  s i t c t n t  ion.;, Ca l l a - -  
& h e r  and Crowcler fourld thc7t t h e  g i f t e d  s t u d c n t s  wcre  p o o r l y  motiv?tc>ti and f r u s t r a t e d  
by t h e  r i g i d i t y  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t e r i l i t y  of t h e  r e g u l a r  c l a s s r o o n . ( 2 5 )  

W i i l e  g i f t e d  2nd t a l e n t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f t e n  s u f f e r  i n  C I ~ S S ~ S  v ! ~ e r e  no pro- 
v i s i o n s  h a v e  been  made t o  accommodate t h t i  r  s p e c i a l  a b i l i  t ie:;, t h e y  scclrr t o  s u c c e e d  
i n  s p e c i a l  c l a s s e s .  I n  a n  e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  of  929 g i f t e d  s t u d e n t s ,  g r a d e s  1-12, i n  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  Simpson and M a r t i n s o n  found t h z t  g i f t e d  s t u d e n t s i ?  special programs made 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  g a i n s  i n  academic  achievcrncnt than  g i f t e d  s i u d c n t s  i n  r e g u l a r  
c l a s s e s .  The g i f t e d  i n  s p e c i a l  c l a s s e s  advanced a n  a v e r a g e  o f  two acadc:,lic y e a r s  
w h i l d e  t h e  e q u a l l y  g i f t e d  i n  r e g u l a r  c l a s s e s  advanced o n l y  o;ic academic  y e a r .  (68) 
I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  g i f t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  may b e  a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  a v e r a g e  g rowth  i f  k e p t  i n  
a  r e g u l a r  c l a s s ,  b u t  t h e  same i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  no t  a c h i e v e  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  
u n l e s s  s p e c i a l  p r o v i s i o n s  a r e  made t o  accommodate and b u i l d  upon her o r  h i s  s p e c i a l  
g i f t s .  

The l a c k  of c h a l l e n g e  and  r e a l i s t i c  g o a l - s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  g i f t e d  may f o s t e r  
poor academic a t t i t u d e s  and l a z y  s t u d y  h d b i t s  t h a t  cou ld  f u r t h e r  impede f u l l  ncn2cmic 
ach icvsment .  The a t t i t u d e s  and h a b i t s  i n s t i  l lec l  i n  t h e  young becoq~e  i n c r c n s i n g l  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  e r a d i c a t e  e a c h  y e a r  t h e y  a r e  r e i n f o r c e d .  

F ! i sconcep t io~ l  Three :  - The g i f t e d  s t d e n t  i n  a  s ~ - i a l  - program w i l l  - have  e c o t i o n r i l  
I and s o c i a l  p rob lems .  - 

Many, i n c l u d i n g  p a r e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  g i f t e d  
and t a l e n t e d  s t u d e n t  v i l l  s u f f e r  s c v c r e  p r o b l c n ~ s  w i t ! l  peers 311cl self i f  s e t  n p a r t  
from a g e n a t e s .  Most r e s e a r c h  h a s  sholin t h i s  t o  b e  f a l s c .  I n d e e d ,  m3ny p r o b l e n ; ~  a r c  
b r o u g h t r i n b y  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  a b i l l t y .  I n  h e r  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  U .  S .  O f f i c e  of  E2-- 
u c a t i o n ,  Ruth F la r t inson  s t a t e d  t h a t  r e s e a r c h e r s  have found t h a t  g i f t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  
who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s p e c i a l  programs. d i d  n o t  s u f f e r  s o c i a l  o r  p e r s o n a l i t y  problenis , 
beco~ne  c o n c e i t e d ,  o r  have  a d d i t i o n a l  h e a l t h  problems.  (50) b?al t e r  Rarbe ,  a f t e r  
surv<?yir ,g  g r a d u a t e s  of   levela and's PIajor Work Program, found t h e  participation i n  
s p e c i a l  c l a s s e s  f o r  t l ic  g i f t e d  h e l p e d  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a d j u s t  t o  
d i f  f c r c n t  g roups .  ( 2 )  

One c a u s e  of  t h e  n y t h  t h a t  g i f t e d  p e r s o n s  i n  s p e c i a l  programs w i l l  have emo- 
t i o n a l  and  s o c i a l  problenls is  t h e  s t o r y  o f  G:illiam James S i d i s ,  who e n t e r e d  I iarvard  
C o l l e g e  i n  1903 a t  a g e  11 and d i e d  a l o n e  a t  a g e  46,  h a v i n g  f a i l e d  t o  aclzievc t h q  
h e i g h t s  t h a t  h i s  g i f t e d n e s s  p o r t e n d e d .  A f t e r  r e s e a r c h i n g  t h i s  s t o r y  and t h e  l i v e s  
o f  many o t h e r  g i f t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  Ka th leen  PIontour concluded t h a t  S i  d i  s '  s t r a g e d y  
was u n i q u e  and t h a t  many o t h e r  g i f t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  a rc  a l lowed  t o  proceed a t  
t h e i r  o m  r a t e  and i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e i r  otrn g o a l s  l e z d  s u c c e s s f u l  and happy 
l i v e s .  (53) C e c i l i a  So lano  a l s o  e x p l o r e d  t h e  r e l n t i o n s h j  p  be tween  p r e c o c i t y  and 
s u b s e q u e n t  ach ievement .  She conc luded  t h a t  t h e  g i f t e d  a r c  s u c c e s s f u i  a d u l t s  and 
c o n t i n u e  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  e x c e p t i o n a l  a b i l i t i e s  and s u c c e s s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e i r  
a c h i e v e m e n t s  a r e  viewcd i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  own g o a l s .  ( 72 )  



gi. f 
are  

I n  summary, o u r  s o c i e t y  h a s  not  provider1 s u f f i c i e n t  f t lnding o r  programs f o r  
tpd  students, e i t h e r  i n  c o m p a r i s i o n  w i t h  t h e  average  si ludent o r  'even w i t h  o t h p l -  
a s  o f  o x c c p t i o ~ i a l i t y .  Rcsearclr has den:onst ra tcd  t l l a ~  t l ic  g i f t e d  and tn lc r i t cd  

s i u d e n t  d o e s  b e n e f i t  froni s p e c i a l  program:;, and some e v i d e n c e  demor l s t rn tes  t h a t  t l lc  
g i f t c d  i n d i v i d u a l  may even b e  p e n a l i z e d  i f  n o t  p rov ided  w i t h  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n .  
F i n a l l y . ,  t h e  g i f t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  n o t  harmed s o c i a l l y ,  e ~ o t i o n a l l y ,  o r  p h y s i c a l l y  
by b e i n g  p l a c e d  i n  a s p e c i a l  program d e s i g n e d  t o  h c l p  him o r  h e r  a c h i e v e  f u l l  po- 
t e n t i a l .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  many e d u c a t o r s  b e i i  cvc t h a t  e m o t i o n a l  problerns may o c c u r  
more r e a d i l y  i f  t h e  g i f t c d  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  n o t  p l a c c d  i n  a  s p e c i a l  program. 
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February 12, 1379 

S ~ n a t o r  Chet Ebylock ,  Chairman 
Senate Education Corr:.~ittee 
F~.:on"Lsn S e m t  e 
Helena, b1oni;anz 5?50l 

A s  a parent  and an educator I would l ike  t o  urLe yaur c ~ l i ~ ~ ~ i t t e e  
support of S .B. 276. I f e e l  t h a t  this b i i l  %:odd encow-862 schogl 
d i s t r i c t s  t o  recognrze and i n i t l a t e  suy>ort f o r  ih: g i f t e d  and 
t a l en t ed  s tudent .  

I have worked as a rile::?7;cr of t he  A d ~ j i ~ o r y  C ~ . ' ; : = i i L t ~ ~ t ?  fay G i f t e d  I1l.o.-r,,c. s 
dL 

ir! t h e  Helena Sckools. I 8x1 verj- .ie,::ite2 %]:at i..~yi.i.i: 7;ez.c c . g p r ~ ~ ! r ~ o t ~ ~  
du r ing  t h e  1975-79 s c h c ~ l  p a r  Tor +,hi. i 11: ;"-' ol;?.L?.O:ii ' ' 9:' & ~ i ~ i ; ~ j f ~ ;  for tl;,-: 
nee-denicnlly g:'.?icd. 

k:y s e w n  year old daughter w a s  se l sc tcd  f o r  t h e  p rogrw ill t he  S i ~ i t h  
Zlcn-?n-L,vy Scbocl. She i s  enjoyir.,:: tl1i.s cx-r:)erienc? t o  the  utmost. S:ccitcd, 
does ao t  adeqilstely describe her  attit;ljie as s h e  cozes hose frox sciloql- 
a.nd shares  her experiences with us.  This zd6l t iona l  ch:_il.lcr:g? ar?? s l~ar j -ng  
with her peer groun has given Jen .11~ a ner:! pi.lrp:-\z? -lo her cc!-~~c:~-Li?nal 
pro&raT,i. 

I vould hope t h a t  passage of S .B .  276 c,i;ht cpen t??e Z o ~ r  for otker  
s tudents  i n  t h e  s t z t e  of biontana who have s p t e n - ~ i a l  t!i%t i s  co t  c u r r c r t l y  
being challenged i n  our schools todzy. 

Thad: you. 

Sincere ly ,  
F- /'-' 

Sh i r l ey  ~ e $ o e  
lki7 Raymond 
fielena, Iilsntana 59601 

c c :  Senator S t e v e  Brown 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H a l  H a r p e r  



c& School Administrators of Montana 
w - 644 Grand Avenue 

Billings, MT 59 10 1 
(406) 245-0695 

DATE : February 1 2 ,  1.379 

M: Senate Education Cormittee 

F'FiaY: T. C a r l  Johnson, Executive Secrstaxy, SLY 

S m :  Propnent Testkmny on Senate B i l l  276 

On October 19, 1978, a t  the Arnual Schml Pdmb-~i-strators of Vontaiila Conw-ntion, 

the m k e r s h i p  voted unznirrr;usly t o  supprt any legislat ion in favor of thE3 

Gifted and Talented by aibpting the fo l l~ l r ing  resolution: 

"VEERFSiS, It is a Pontana Constitutional provision for children to haw 

access to public education w h i c h  develops t h e i r  individual ptent ia l ;  ant3 

WEREAS, There are children in our schmls  tho are sllfficieiltly gif ted 

and talented t o  warrant enridled opportunities; and 

hII7HEP23LSI Met ing  the needs of the g i f ted  and talented requires focused 

proqamatic e f f o r t s  ; 

KOtJ, TIE-HE, BF: I T  RESOIXED, Tihat Scha3l Aikinistrators of F.lcjntana 

w i l l  a c t i w l y  supprt apprapri.ate education aymcy and legis la t ive  e f f o r t s  t o  

provi 5e f o r  these exceptional children. " 
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- 7  d 0 Leary 
i cr 'e  - 

I an H a r r i e t t  l+Ieloy, Chai rperso~l  of the state Eoard of  
Public Education. I an! speaking today as the des ignated  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  the Board. 

Board members a c t e d  l a s t  month t o  f o m n l l y  s u p p o r t  g i f t e d  
and t a l e n t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .  W e  are extremely cognizant  of t h e  
f isczl  s t r ingency  which t h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  faces and 
a r e  r h e r e f o r e  very r e l u c t a n t  t o  propose any new programs. I, 
The 3oard  f e e l s ,  however, tha t  t h e  t ime f o r  a s t s t e  program 
t o  help s e r v e  the needs of g i f t e d  and t z len ted  ch i ld ren  i s  
p a s t  due. There are compelling needs f o r  t h e  educat ion  of 
t h e s e  c h i l d r e n ;  needs which a r e  n o t  beirin m e t  and ~ d l i c h  car, - 
no l m g e r  be ignored. 

The first s e c t i o n  of  t h e  educatiorl  a r t i c l e  of the Montana 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  says "It i s  t h e  goa l  o f  the people t o  establish 
a system of educat ion  which wrll devel-op t h e  f u l l  e d u c a t i o n a l  - p o t e n t i a l  of each person." Ln the case of g i f t e d  children, 
t h e  importance of developing t h e i r  full p o t e n t i a l  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  
p r e s s i n g  because t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  i s  so  enormous -- i t  i s  a l s o  
fragile and i n  many cases  eas i ly  ext inguished by conven t iona l  
school ing .  

These c h i l d r e n ,  proper ly  nur tu red ,  trill be the l e a d e r s  of 
tomorrow. They w i l l  be t h e  ones wPLc conquer cancer,  exp lo re  
t h e  f r o n t i e r s  of  space ,  s o l v e  o u r  energy dilemnas, and bring 
peace t o  the  world.  

These c h i l d r e n  have s p e c i z l  needs ,  and the Board of 
P u b l i c  Education s t r o n g l y  suppor ts  SB-276 which would provide  
a nodes t  f i r s t  s t e p  toward f u l f i l l i n g  those  needs .  

Thank you. 3 8 
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February 12, 1979 

TESTIMONY OF l?~M?RIETT I.fELOY, 
CHAIR PER SO^^, BOAIiD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION, 

BEFORE SENATE EDUCATION CO>liyIiTTEE 
RE SB-329 

I am Harriett Meloy, chairperson of the state Board of 
Public Education. I am speaking today as the designated rep- 

resentative of the Board. 

>-t its K o v d e r  meeting the Board took action to endorse 

a "srxdent unit zzighted" formula under the foundation program 

for secondary vocetional education funding. 

The Board feels that secondary vo-ed programs are not 

adequately funded at the present time and that the best way 

to accomplish adequate funding is through a "student unit 

weighted" f o m l a .  

SB-329 provides for a"classroom unit weighted" system, 

and while this is superior to the current funding system, the 

Board feels that a "student unit weighted"'systcm as provided 

in IIB-537 would better serve the interests of secondary voca- 

tional education students. 

Thank you. 
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February 12, 1979 

I am appearing or; behalf of the Superintendent of Public Ins t ruc t ion  in 

support of SB329. 

Vocational Education programs in Montana secondary schools have cos t s  

above the average prograrii i n  our schools. For example. . . the  addi t ional  

t oo l s ,  equipment and heat i n  an auto mechanics shop as conparnd t o  the 

average English classroom where the average door does not allow heat t o  

escap?; too l s  and equipi1:en-i may well consis t  of textbooks. Obviously 

t h i s  would be l e s s  expensive than the tools and equipment in the auto n~echan-ics 

Our young people often leave high school and go d i r ec t l y  t o  the job 

market and therefore  need ski 11s t o  con:pete in t h a t  market t o  become productive 

c i t i z e n s  i n  our economy. 

The concept of addit ional  funding before you today i n  t he  form of SB329 

i s  one of two i n  the l e g i s l a t i v e  session.  A1 though the concept i s  i n  

agreetne~t  the method of funding i s  d i f f e r en t .  i.:'e i n  the o f f i c e  f i nd  

both b i l l s  acceptable,  however, we f ind t h a t  i n  so f a r  as s t a t e  zdministrat ion 

we pre fe r  the ANB method in the other b i l l . .  . b u t  s ince  i t  i s  more important 

t h a t  a f fec ted  d i s t r i c t s ,  teachers and students respond t o  the e f f e c t  

of the  two methods of carrying through the concept our preference i s  

t h a t  of preference only. 

\I? urge your support of the concept of additonal funds f o r  d i s t r i c t s  

o f fe r ing  vocational education due t o  a d d i  t i  ona i  cos ts  of these progra~~ls  . 



FEBRUARY 12, 1979 

HEARING ON SB 276 - SEi4ATE EDUCATIOfJ COPWITTEE 

Ii4 MY IrlORl< AS SUPERVISOR AT THE I'rCLAUGHLIN RESEARCI-! INSTITUTE 

I OFTEN HAVE AM OPPORTUIiITY TO MEET, AND SOMETIRS UDRK WITH, 

YOUNGSTERS WHO HAVE BEEN FORTUIATE EXOUGH TO BE PART OF THE PACE 

PROGRAI I N  GREAT FALLS, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE VARIOUS GRA9ES V I S I T  US 

REGULARLY, I COULD DETECT b/ITHOUT EZII4G TOLD--WHICH GROUPS ARE 

PACE STUDENTS, CONSISTENTLY, THE I R CURIOUS ITY  HAS 2EEitl AROUSED 

AND TtIEY ARE NOT AFRAID TO ASK QUESTIC?IS, IROTiICALLY, SOilE OF 

THESE SAPSE CHILDREN--WITtIOUT SUCH A FROGRAii--rliIGBT HAVE BECOME 

DROPOUTS a POOR GRADES DO PiOT ALGt'AYS REFLECT LACK OF INTELLIGEIJCE a 

SO',IETIFlES, THEY ARE A RESULT OF BOEEDORJ LhCK OF CHALLEiiGE, AND 
A LACK OF RECOG/iITION OF A REAL TALENT I N  A SPECIFIC AREA, 

I T  I S  HOPED THAT I F  SB 276 PASSES, A GIFTED CHILD2EN 'S 

PROGRAM W I L L  BE ADOPTED I N  INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS THROUGIOUT T I E  STATE. 

A E  YNE REICHERT b RE RESEi'JTATIVE, D IST ,  37 

AR:DH 
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February 1 2 ,  1979 

TESTIMONY ON SB329 

I am appea r ing  on behal f  of t h e  Super in tendent  of Publ ic  I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  

suppor t  o f  SB329. 

Vocational Education programs i n  Montana secondary schools  have c o s t s  

above t h e  average  program i n  our  schools .  For example ... t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  

t o o l s ,  equipment and h e a t  i n  an au to  mechanics shop a s  compared t o  t h e  

zverage English classroom where t h e  average door does not a l low h e a t  t o  

escape ;  t o o l s  and equipment may well c o n s i s t  of textbooks. Obviously 

t h i s  would be l e s s  expensive than t h e  t o o l s  and equipment i n  t h e  au to  mechanics shop. 

I Our young people o f t e n  leave  high school and go d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  j ob  

riiarket and t h e r e f o r e  need s k i l l s  t o  compete i n  t h a t  market t o  becowe product ive  

c i t i z e n s  i n  o u r  econow.  

The concept  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  funding before  you today i n  t he  form of  SB329 

i s  one of two i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .  Although t he  concept  i s  i n  

agreement the method of funding i s  d i f f e r e n t .  l,ie i n  t he  o f f i c e  f i n d  

both b i l l s  a c c e p t a b l e ,  however, we f i n d  t h d t  i n  so  f a r  as  s t a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

wz p r e f e r  t h e  AMB n-iethod i n  t h e  o t h e r  b i l l  ... blut s i n c e  i t  i s  nlore important  

t h a t  a f f e c t e d  d i s t r i c t s ,  t e ache r s  and s tudents  respond t o  the  e f f e c t  

of t he  two methods of  c a r r y i n g  through t h e  c o n c ~ p t  our p re fe rence  i s  

t h a t  o f  p re fe rence  only.  

\.:ti urge your  suppor t  of t h e  concept of addi tona l  fund: f o r  d i s t r i c L s  

o f f e r i n g  voca t iona l  educa t ion  due t o  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t s  of thcsci progr;ii-ns. 
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The Kcnorable  Eob Brown !i Members of t l -p  !<o?tan3 aucat!.ori Co7- , i t t eo  
S t a t e  S e n a t e  
Caoi t 01 B u i l d i  ns 
Helena,  W,. 59601 

Tkzr S i r s :  

I would l i k e  t o  j o i n  many o t h e r  p a r e n t s ,  e d u c a t o r s ,  and  c i t 2 ~ s & n s  

i n  vo i c ing  mv w h o l e h e a r t e d  s u ~ ~ o r t  f o r  s t a t e  f u n d l n ~  of a ~ i f t ~ t . ?  3 r d  

t s l e n t e d  ecluction Drocrav i n  Pontanz,  S e n a t e  3;- 11 276. 

Fv c M l d r e n ;  a bov a?? e i r l ,  a r e s  1 C  and 11; ~ n r t i c i n 3 t ? : ?  in a 

~ i l o t  Drosram o f  enri .chment f o r  ab1.e and h'rqh1.1 r o t l v x t e d  s t u ? e n t s  

a t  P re sco t t  Schoo l  I n  P i s s o u l a  l s s t  vear .  They vere challen,oec? and  

~ t : ~ ~ u l a t e d  bv it. T h e i r  q r a d e s  did n o t  s u f f e r  f r o 3  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of 

e x t r a  work and t hev  vere  able t o  r a k e  u p  t h f - :  v,;rk t h e y  r i . s s 9 ?  ',n t h c i y  

r e g u l a r  c l a ss rooms .  

G i f t e d  students shou ld  n o t  b e  l e f t  t o  w h i l e  away t h e i r  ta ler i t s .  

They s h o u l d  be c k a l l e n < e d  and c o u n s e l e d  t o  d e v e l o n  them t o  t h e  f u l l e s t . .  

b c k  of act<-on tPLl l  c o ~ . t i n u e  t h e  SrsZLr. d r a i n  s t a t ~ s  quo. F i t . a se  k e l p  

e d u c a t o r s  beq in  t o  d e v e l o n  orogrr- rs  ti-.>-t 3 5 x 1  c h s l l e ? ~ ~  g i f t 5 3  an ; j  

t a l e n t e d  s t u d e n t s  t o  6 e v e l o s  t h e i r  h i ~ k e s  t poteltial. 

R e s n e c t f ~ > l l v  suS.- i t te$ ,  
\ : ' ,  : I  

..L\ .--- * b \ ;, 

P a t  Guth 



The Honor8.Sl.e ?oh 3r07::n 
., 3 C j : ~ i ~ i r : ~ r ~ ,  SenFtt e i:cu.c;i2sion C o;.i:li -!;tee 

St:!tc Senate  
Cc.ini.t.01 3u i ld i l i , . -  .. 

! le lena. ,  14on t~n ; i  5 ?:-501 

As a pareat  involved in t h z  dcveloarcent of a s i f t e d  c t ~ d  
Talented progrza in !fIissou-la, I have b e c o ~ e  z,tr:are of - the 
p o s s i b i l - i t i e s  f o r  excey~t icn2l l -y  t ? . l e n t e d  children: the . - .  very nosttive t?~5rl,7s t h a t  res13l.t :r,li?en s-o.ch a ch1.1 a's 
t? . le? t  is identi-?ied, u n d e r s l o o d  zn6. dcieve'.orled, zn:l 'ihe 
. r r e n t  l o s s  t h r t  d o e s  i:-1 fact s c c ~ ~ . - r  ;.;ii;i?oat e d l : c ~ t j . ~ r ! : ~ ~  
z u ~ p o ~ t  - both t o  t h e  c ? i i l d  ::ne $ 3  t h e  coc le t j r  fie o r  she 
I L t . :~; the note;:;, i.:-,! to ?,c,::icc'L::;:: c c r - ~ ~ e .  

I believe x e  Yoi~t :?lir.?nz s l ~ o i ~ t l d  feel l?Lf "ied , ourzcl!.~:es, 
t o  h2ve  b e e n  .;-Fven o u r  sc,i~:?re of  y3:lnn: ";.Lent : i~ l i p - - r?n  :re-- 
s ouyces, not; E o i~l~li!<", 3x1' s t r l t e  s n:;+yiral ~J;:cs, : ; l~c;i  
t o o  p r e c i o u s  t o  be squ:?ndercd .  

C onsen uent!.y, 1 str.on.::ly s u n ~ o r ' c ;  Sen:-:.te 35-1-2. 27G , cyivirn,lr: 
;n:ch-needed ec?uc:?t r i o ~ ~ . s l  coi-mirlerr.!.t:iim - t ; ~  the .-:if 'ied ~ n d .  





n o b e r t  Brown, chairman 
E d u c a t i o n  commi t t ee  
Cap i  t o 1  S t a t i o n  
H e l e n a ,  x o n t a n z  

Re: S .B .  272-Gi f t cd  a n d  T a l e n t e l  E d u c a t i o n  

u e a r  S i r :  

We wish  t o  r e g i s t e r  o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  b i l l  w h i c h  
w i l l  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e s e  
e x c e ' p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n .  Wi thou t  s p e c i a l  prograrc:; 
t h e s e  t a l e n t s  and a b i l i t i e s  w i l l  z o t  b e  d e v e l o p e d  
t o  t h e i r  f u l l e s t  and will b e  was ted  f o r e v e r .  

Very t r u l y  y o u r s ,  

d0seph  L .  A l d e g a r i e  

Sondra ~ l d  e g z r i e  ' 



PADPJTANA HEART - LUNG SURGICAL ASSOCIATES 
H.D. ADA:$+&, Pq1.D.. FRCS P.A. PHILIPS, M.D., F A G  

Practcce l ~ m ~ t e d  to cardiac ,  pulmon3ry. and va,cular surgery. 

P.O. Box '$587 
Missoula, Mc~itclna 59306 

Telephone: 
(Joe) 72 1.3520 

F e b r u a r y  9 , 1.979 

The Honorable  Bob Brown 
S t a t e  S e n a t e  C a p i t o l  Bldg 
Helena , Montana 

Oear S e n a t o r  Brown: 

I am w r i t i n g  t o  you as a concerned p a r e n t  l i v i n g  i n  Schoo l  E i s t r i c t  {,1 , 
Missou la  , Montana. 

The purpose  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  u n d e r s c o r e  t h e  importar-.ce o f  S e n a t e  
B i l l  # 276 i n t r o d u c e d  by y o u r s e l f  and c o n c e r n i n g  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  
g i f t e d  and e n l i g h t e n e d  c h i l d r e n ' s  t e a c h i n g  p r o g r a n s .  A s  you undoubted ly  
know t h e r e  is  an i n c r e a s i n g  awareness  th roughout  t h i s  c o u n t r y  of t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  u n u s u a l l y  g i f t e d  c h i l d .  ::urn- 
e r o u s  a r t i c l e s  and e s s a y s  have appeared  i n  p e r i o d i c a l s  and Congress ion-  
a l  s u p p o r t  and l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  been f o r t h c o ~ i n g  f r o ~ n  I j a s h i ~ g t o n .  

I b e l i e v e  i t  f a i r  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  u n u s u a l l y  b r i g h t  , g l f t e d  c h i l d .  
i n  h i s  way i s  a s  handicapped as t h e  poor  , u n f o r t u n a t e  c h i l d  b o r n  
w i t h  e i t h e r  a m e n t a l  o r  p h y s i c a l  hand icap .  It is  t r u l y  a t r a g i c  w a s t e  
t o  w i t n e s s  c h i l d r e n  of ext reme i n t e l l i g e n c e  n o t  b e i n g  g i v e n  t h e  menta l  
s t i n ~ u l a t i o n  and e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  t o  a l l o i ~  t h e =  t o  r e a c h  t h e i r  g r e a t  
p o t e n t i a l .  It is from t h i s  group t h a t  l e a d e r s  of our  s o c i e i y  s h o u l d  be  
f o r t h c o m i n g .  4 riiirjd n o t  e x e r c i s e d  and n o t  g i v e n  t h e  o p p c c t u n i t y  t o  
d e v e l o p  is a w a s t e  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  b u t  t o  h i s  p e e r s  , h i s  
comiiunity , h i s  s o c i e t y  and h i s  c o u n t r y .  

I v e r y  s t r o n g l y  e n d o r s e  , s u p p o r t  and encourage t h e  l e a d e r s  we have 
e l e c t e d  t o  be  o u r  r e p r e s m t a t i v e s  t o  s u p p o r t  S e n a t e  B i l l  !I276 
and t o  p l a c e  h i g h  on t h e i r  l ist  of e d u c a t i o n a l  p r i o r i t i e s  f u n d s  re- 
q u i r e d  f o r  g i f t e d  and e n l i g h t e n e d  e d u c a t i o n .  A s  you r i ~ i g h t  be aware  
t h e  l o c a l  s c h o o l  board  of D i s t r i c t  # 1  h a s  t e n t a t i v e l y  passed  the 
e d u c a t i o n a l  cu r r i cu iu rn  budget  as proposed by Mrs C h r i s  T r o x a l  h e r e  i n  
M i s s o u l a .  A s  p a r t  o f  h e r  g r e a t  e f f o r t  s h e  h a s  i n c l u d e d  f u n d i n g  f o r  a  g i f t e d  
program. It is  th rough  l e a d e r s h i p  such  as Mrs T r o x a l  t h a t  a l l  o f  u s  have 
t a k e n  o u r  i n s p i r a t i o n  and would p a s s  o n t o  you o u r  v e r y  r e a l  c o n c e r n  f o r  pos-  
i t i v e  a c t i o n  f r o a  t h e  Montana S t a t e  S e n a t e  . 
I w i s h  t o  t h a n k  you f o r  your  t ime  and concern  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  

-', -1 
i 1 e 1 

Very T r u l y  Yours ,  , . , , J f  
! 

rJ 

P e t e r  A .  PhilLps , i i . D .  

c c :  C h r i s  T r o x a l  , A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B l d c  
M r  Ben Hansen , S u p t .  o f  S c h o o l s  , D i s t  41 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  Bldg 



Tne Honorable bob Brown 
5 t 3 t e  aens te  
Ca;si to1 B ~ i l d i n ~  
Z e l e n z ,  ho f i t ana  536C1 

Cear S e n a t o r  Brown. 

I sm w r i t i n ?  to express my i c t e r e z t  i n  S:?szte Eill 275 
c d n c e r n i n c  r r a t c h i r , ~  f u n d s  f o r  eif t e d  %nd t s l e ~ i e d  z t ~ ~ i e n t s .  

-4s a Farer i t  of  three c h i  l d r e n  i n  J c h o o l  i j i ~ t r i c t  I ,  
1-~lssouls, I s t r o n e - l y  suyszort  t h e  enorrr,ous e f f o r t  3,F 3ur 
C i l r r i c u l u r s  Director' Mrs. C h r i s  T r o x e l  to cr .~d: ,c?  s sr.?gr.zri 
f o r  o u r  t s l e n t e d  ? n d  sifted s t ~ d c n t s .  5cver? l  i s l c ' ~ e r ; ,  
y q r e n t s ,  ar.d borird p e r s o n e e l  h z v e  I s k ~ r e d  f3r 07;.;r t : : ~  yzzr ;  
i r !  i ~ i s s o u 1 3 .  t o  c o p e  u p  v , i  t h  a n  e~c-311cn2,  s t z r t  f c r .  2 L r  

t s l e ~ t e d  a n d  s i f t e d  . The Eoard cf a?;iool u i ~ t r i c t  I tiss r c c -  
o ~ n i z ~ c d  t h e  n e e 3  f o r  such a prokram. They r e c r n t l ; .  vijtcll ic 
f i v o r  of i n c l u d i n ~  f u n d s  f o r  a t? ler . ted 2nd f i i t ~ c l  jroEr.ari: 
i n  t h e i r  t e n t s t i v e  1979-80 tudeet, tci w e  nesci f i r : z tnc i a i  
h e l ~ .  I t  i s  t iroe r,ow to f u l l i l l  y o u r  r c : ~ p 3 n c i t i l i t g  3s t 3 e  
c 5 u c 2 t i o n  Cornlrittee ky e i v i n e  t h i e  E i l l  276 t a :  p r i 3 r 8 i t y .  

,Ye need t h i s  f f i n z n c i z l  s u p p o r t  ~ J C J W  f o r  Q U L  b : i ~ ~ ~ ~ l z i  
t s l ~ n i e d  and ~ i f  t e d  s t u d e n t s  ! 

s i n c e r e l y ,  

V 

S h i r l e y  Chetwood 



3106 O l d  Pond Road 
,PIissnula, 59801 
February  11, 1979 

The Honorable  Rober t  Eroxn 
C h a i m a n ,  Educat ion Cojm.it t e e  
S t a t e  S e n a t e  
C a p i t o l  Bui ld inp)  
Helena,  MT 59601 

Dear S e n a t o r  Brown: 

I t  is my unders tand in : :  t h a t  you a r e  sponsorini;  S ~ n a t e  B i l l  No. 2 7 6 ,  
which would p r o v i d e  f o r  spendin;: o f  s t a t e  funds  ( t o  be na tchcd  by 
f e d e r a l  f u n d s )  f o r  a  p i l o t  prok;ram o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  f ~ r  g i f t e d  s t u d e n t s  
i n  Plontana. 

I wish t o  e x p r e s s  my e n t h u s i a s t i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  any p r o j e c t  L O  rie1.p t h e s e  
s t u d e n t s  r i s e  above t h e  "avcra:eW f o r  r ~ h i c h  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  c1sssc.s  a r c  , e a r e d .  

:iy youn,l;er s o n  had t h e  p r i v i l e t 7 e  o f  p a r L i c i p a z i n z  i n  a t r i a l  pro;.,rarn o f  
(1 e x t r a "  1earni .n;  which l r s  . C h r i s t i n e  Troxe l  i n s  t i.-:ated dur in : :  t h e  1977-78 
s c h o o l  y e a r  o f  h e r  p r i n c i p s l s h i p  a t  P r e s c o t t  Schoo l  i n  Wissouia .  H i s  
enthusiasi i l  ( i n d e e d ,  h i s  exc i to r t en t !  ) i n  t h e  n:ore advanced \.ior:r prese:lt ed 
t o  hirn was enough t o  convirlce me t h a t  he had Seen missini:  so;nethirt-; up t o  
t h a t  t i m e  (and has  been i;l.isc;in;: somethin;-, s i n c e ) .  

These c h i l d r e n  who be:-in s c h o o l  h i g h l y  m o t i v a t e d ,  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  c u r i o u s ,  
and e a , e r  t o  l e a r n  a r e  v e r y  o f t e n  t h e  most n e , l e c t e d  ones  i n  o a r  s c h o o l s .  
Because  t h e y  a r e  p a r t l y  c a p a b l e  o f  l e a r n i n , :  by t h m s e l v e s ,  i t  is  a1:nost 
i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  busy t e a c h e r s  l e a v e  them t o  t h e i r  own d e v i c e s  w h i . 1 ~  s l o w e r  
o r  t roub lesome s t u d e n t s  SO& up t h e  t i n e  o f  t he  sc!loo? day.  Yet t h e s e  very  
e a t e r  s t u d e n t s  a r e  t h e  ones who have t h e  g r e a t e r  p o t e n t i a l  o f  e v e n t u a l l y  
t ~ e l p i n - ;  a l l  o f  us t o  s o l v e  soine o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  nany prohleras. I.;c ok-e i t  
t o  t!lem t o  meet t h e i r  needs i n  e d u c a t i o n .  

The s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  pro;;ra-n f o r  , , i f t e d  s t u r i c n t s  u h i c h  is  no;J proposed 
f o r  development i n  ? . l i ssoula  seems v e r y  i n e x p e n s i v e  compared t o  t h e  d o l l a r s  
t h a t  have been s p e n t  f o r  y e a r s  f o r  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  s p e c i a l  s tcdc: l t s .  

I m s t r o n z l y  i n  f a v o r  o f  fundin: f o r  t h e  kind o f  e d u c a t i o n  which w i l l  h e l p  
o u r  b e s t  s t u d e n t s  r e a c h  t h e i r  f u l l  p o i e n t i a l  i n  s c h o o l  2;ld i n  l i f e .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  



The Eionorable 1-lob Brown 
S t a k e  Sen:!te 
Ca;] i to1 S ~ ~ i l d i n g  
Helena, Iiontnaa, 59631 



737 Redwood 
i!:i s s o u l a  , b;'T 
Feb, 1 7 ,  1979 

S e n a t o r  Eob brown,  C h a i r ~ a n  
L d u c a t i o n  Corn,itt;ee 
I6ontana S t k t e  Se:iz te  
C a p i t o l  Eu i ld i r ig  
Helena ,  hjontana 

Dear S e n a t o r  Brown: 

W e  , u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  S t a t e  Sena t e  E i l l  276 p r o v i d e s  

r i a t c h d l g  f u n d s  f o r  s p e c i a l  p r o g r a m  f o r  gifted c h i l d r e n .  

Our pa ren t - t eache r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  has  been  s t u u y i n g  

t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  these p r o g r a s s  and w'!ioleheaI*tedly 

enao r se s  t h e  c c n c e p t  and s t r o n g l y  desires i n ~ l e ~ e r . t , a t i o n ,  

>/e have gone on r e c o r d  with o u r  l o c a l  School  G i s t r i c t  Cne 

s u p p o r t i n g  their plans t o  ;':nancr: a p r o F r a 3  t h i s  c o n i n g  y e a r .  

r.,-' Fleass  c o n s i d e r  tr.is endorae;.:ent for Eill /ib f r o a  Cho F z r t n ~ s  

o f  Prtscott , Lincoln, and 2att lesi :al :e  c i -1e~:entary s c h o o l s  i n  

t h e  R a t t l e s n a k e  Valley of k i i s s o ~ l a  County,  I.iontana, 

Sincerely y o u r s ,  

J @+L~J ?I J)g J .c--+Q,v I P 

L 

R o b e r t  Ij. and K a r i e t t a  P f i s t e r ,  C o - c h a i n  a!; 

F r i n e d s  of Rattlesnake E d u c a t i o n  




