SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
February 12, 1979

The Senate Education Committee met Monday, February 12, 1979,

in Room 402 of the Capitol Building. The meeting was called to
order by Senator Bob Brown, Chairman. Committee members present
were Senators Brown, McCallum, Anderson, E. Smith, O'Hara,
Severson, Fasbender, and R. Smith. Senator Thomas was absent
and Senator Blaylock was able to attend for only a short time.

The Committee heard Senate Bill 276 and Senate Bill 329. Senator
Ed Smith, Vice Chairman, assumed the Chair while Senator Brown
presented his bill.

SENATE BILL 276

Senator Bob Brown, sponsor of the bill, stated the purpose

of the bill is to authorize planning and development of

programs to meet the special educational needs of the gifted

and talented student. He reviewed the five sections of the

bill. Section 1 defines gifted and talented children; Section

2 provides for identification of gifted and talented children;
Section 3 provides for adoption of criteria by the Superintendent
and for local-state match for funds; Section 4 outlines

criteria for program proposals; and Section 5 provides for
deleting the term "federal" thus enabling state grant money

to go into the district miscellaneous programs fund. Senator
Brown stated there is a House appropriaticons bill in for

$250,000 to fund the grant program. He closed by pointing out
the special education system for handicapped children is well
developed and quite comprehensive and it is time to be responsive
to the other end of the spectrum.

PRCPONENTS

Judi Fenton, Office of Public Instruction, presented her
written testimony in support of the bill to the committee
{attachment $#1).

Jack Baier, representing the Montana Association of Elementary
School Principals, stated the bill is a realistic aid in
keeping Montana children in the forefront of educational
opportunities. He urged support of the bill. He said it
provides an equal educational opportunity for gifted students
as well as other elements of learning. It affects our most
important resource, our children and their future. He also
noted the bill retains the grass roots element most important
to good educational legislation.

Arlyne Reichert, Representative, District 37, presented her
written testimony to the committee in support of the bill
(attachment #2).
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John David Childs, student at Smith School, Helena, stated
there are 53 students in two accelerated classes in Helena.
He said he strongly supports the legislation so that when

a student finishes his work early, he has an organized
activity to further his education and to keep him from being
bored. ‘

Bob Lopp, student at Kalispell Junior High School, stated he
wanted to dispel the fallacy that gifted and talented children
create their own learning activities. In an informal poll

of twenty randomly chosed gifted and talented students at

. his school, only three created their own learning situations.
Most of them rely on teacher-school stimulation. He supported
the bill as it will help identify the gifted and talented
student and aid their education.

Kori Peterson, Butte Gifted Program, said if the bill passes,
it will help kids in other communities. &1l of us who have
had the opportunity to utilize these programs know how
valuable they are. She said more programs are needed for the
rest of the kids who are not as fortunate as they are in Butte.
She said kids will become bored if they are held back and not
stimulated to use their knowledge.

John Courtney, Butte Gifted Program, spoke to the committee
saying why should you spend more money on accelerated programs -
because we can learn more and have more educational opportunities
and we won't get bored. More money would give us more work to

do and more tools to work with.

Clark Hanson, Butte Gifted Program, said if there was more
money available they could have more materials, books,
typewriters, films, educational field trips, speakers and

so forth. He said he has seen some attitudes that could be
changed if they had more materials. For example, they could
have neater and more interesting science experiments.

Dave Sexton, representing the Montana Education Association,
urged support of the bill. He said over $2 billion is
appropriated nationally for handicapped programs and only

$2.5 million is appropriated for gifted and talented programs.
That works out to only $1.50 per child. The state funds special
education 100% but there are no funds for gifted and talented.
Idaho funds gifted and talented to $1.4 million. Parents and
educators realize the high cost of neglecting this important
program. Several districts in Montana have started gifted and
talented programs but only on a very modest basis. The Montana
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Constitution says "It is the goal of the people to establish

a system of education which will develop the full educational
potential of each person". He presented the committee with a
summary of research on gifted and talented programs (attachment
£#3). He closed by stating gifted and talented programs are
cost effective because all society benefits.

Carol Stam, a parent from Missoula, presented her letter and
letters from a dozen other parents in Missoula in support of
the bill to the committee (attachment #4).

Andrea Upshaw, Director of PACE, Great Falls, and also represent-
ing the School Administrators of Montana, spoke in support of

the bill and gave her written testimony to the committee
(attachment #5).

Shirley DeVoe, parent and educator, present d her written
testimony in support of the bill to the committee (attachment
£6).

Pat Price, representing the School Administrators of Montana,
presented her written testimony in support of the bill to the
committee (attachment #7).

Harriett Meloy, Chairperson of the Board of Public Education,
presented her written testimony in support of the bilil to the
committee (attachment #8). :

George Camp, representing the Psychology Department of the
University of Montana, stated gifted and talented students

are not a lump of weird kids with thick glasses and heavy
briefcases. They are kids with learning styles that need
something beyond the regular classroom. They can be identified
by how quickly they learn and how much practice they need. He
said the gifted and talented programs don't become expensive
like special education and they have the added benefit of
enriching regular school programs. Students are looked at

in terms of their talent rather than their weeknesses. He
stated that funds are needed to provide adequate programs and
those funds just are not available on the local level.

Donna Carmen, Helena teacher, said she has two students in the
local gifted and talented programs. She said she has had

many gifted and talented kids in shcool in her 10 years of
teaching and quoted examples of frustration and boredom in
those children. The gifted and talented child is disadvantaged
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in the regular classroom in Montana. They need their learning
skills developed and nutured and an education appropriate to
meet their abilities.

Wayne Buchanan, representing the Montana School Board Association,
stated the overwhelming support of the Association for the bill.
He said it is a good bill, a sound approach, and easily implemented

Mike Meloy, representing himself as a parent of a child who
taught herself to read at age three, told the committee of the
frustrations of a parent with a child going through the problems
of a gifted and talented child. His daughter is not able to
attend either of the gifted programs in Helena due to location.
He stated dealing with bright kids is one of the things we don't
know much about in Montana. He supports the bill as a statement
of concern and support for these bright kids and the development
of their potential. He said the developmental disabilities
program in the state is outstanding and the statutes pack it

all the way while there 1s nothing for the gifted and talented
student. This bill indicates the state thinks it is time to
gove some special attention to these children. He mentioned

the fiscal note, and said he feels the administrative coste are ‘
too high and some of that should go to the program.

Mary Chenovick, a parent of a child in a pilot program in Jeffer-
son School in Helena, said she feels the program will work like
yeast in bread. The benefits don't go just to the students, but
to their friends, family and classrooms. She felt the program
would be good for the whole educational system.

There being no opponents, the hearing was closed. Following
discussion by the committee, Senate Bill 329 was heard.

SENATE BILL 329

Senator McCallum, sponsor of the bill, stated many legislators,
himself included, were suprised after the last session to find
they had not help vo-ed funding at all. He said there is a
vo-ed funding bill in the House also. He said the Northwest
Administrators and other local administrators had worked on
the bill. It is based on a classroom unit amount. He said
statistics show 60% of students get no further education
beyond high school and therefore the appropriate and best
education in high school is necessary for them to develop

the skills to be qualified citizens and tawpayers when they
graduate.

Bob Stockton, OPI, presented his written testimony in support
of the bill to the committee (attachment #9).
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Wayne Buchanan, representing the Montana School Boards Association,
stated their testimony would be exactly the same as Mr. Stockton's
and therefore he would not repeat it. He stated the Association
supports the bill totally although they don't know which funding
mechanism is best.

Harriett Meloy, Chairperson of the Board of Public Education,
presented her written testimony in support of the bill to the
committee (attachment #10).

Walt Hart, Principal, Thompson Falls, stated he supports the
bill if it is tied to the foundation program. Then the legisla-
ture won't have to deal with vo-ed funding every year and

* local districts would be able to rely on a funding base.

Senator Ed Smith said he was not opposing or supporting the bill
but did want to underscore the problems of the last legislature
re funding. He said at this time there are no federal funds

for secondary vo-ed at this time. He said his oldest son took
vo-ed in high school and it was a super experience for him

and a definite asset for him in running the ranch. The program
was discontinued before his two other sons could take it and

they suffered because of the lack of that expericnce. He said

he would want to look at both bills and make a final decision

on which one is the best.

There were no opponents to the bill and after discussion by the
committee Senator McCallum closed.

Senator McCallum said he would like to echo Senator Smith's remarks.
He said he hoped this session would provide some funding either on
the ANB basis or the weighted classroom unit. Both will primarily
achieve the same thing, but he prefers to see which is simplest

and most efficient and go with that bill. He said there are
probably weaknesses in both bills but the programs need to know

from year to year that they are funded.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

SENATE BILL 178

Senator Ed Smith moved to amend the bill according to the amendments
proposed by Senator Turnage. The motion carried unanimously with
Senators Blaylock and Thomas absent. The amendments proposed by
Senator Turnage would strike the word “course" in the bill wherever
it appears and insert "unit of instruction" and insert the word
"potential" before "health hazards" wherever it appears in the bill.
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Senator Ed Smith moved Senate Bill 178 Do Pass As Amended.

Senator Fasbender stated he would prefer having the Board of Public
Instruction include instruction on drug hazards in their accreditation
standards, whether by a letter to them or by a committee resolution,
instead of having the bill pass and be statutory.

Senator Smith withdrew his previous motion and moved to strike
"shall" wherever it appears in the bill and insert "may" and in
the title strike"requiring" and insert "recommending".

Senator Fasbender made a substitute motion for all motions pending
to table the bill. The motion carried on a roll call vote with
Senators O'Hara, McCallum, Anderson, Severson and Fasbender voting
ves and Senators Ed Smith, Richard Smith and Brown voting no.

SENATE BILL 273

Senator McCallum moved the amendments (see attached committee report}).
The motion carried unanimously with Senator Blaylock absent. ‘

Senator O'Hara moved Senate Bill 273 Do Pass As Amended. The motion
carried with Senator Richard Smith voting no and Senator Blaylock
apsent.

SENATE BILL 276

Senator McCallum moved Senate Bill 276 Do Pass. The motion carried
unanimously with Senator Blaylock absent.

There being no further business, the meetihg adjourned to reconvene
Wednesday, February 14, at 12:30 p.m.

o
/@gé;széianj’7

Senator Bob Brown, Chairman




ROLL CALL

bate Ao/ So (977

___ EDUCAyzQN . COMMITTEE
46th LEGISLATIVE SESSION - 1979
NAME PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED
Sen. Bob Brown, Chairman X
Sen. Ed Smith, Vice Chailrman D%
Sen. Jesse O'Hara X
Sen. George McCallum X
Sen. Elmer Severson X
Sen. Mike Anderson X
Sen. Chet Blaylock IN 2T
Sen. Larry Fasbender ) d
Sen. Richard Smith X
Sen. Bill Thomas X

Each Day Attach to Minutes.

SENATE
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Montana's gifted and talented youth may be our most precicus natural resource.
Gifted and talented students who have had the advantage of special programs have
shown significant improvement in scholastic achievement and later have realized f
success in their chosen roles in T1ife. About 3 percent of Montana's approximately
170,000 public school students can be regarded as gifted and talented. These 5,000
or 5,100 people are in need of special programs because of their gjftedness.
Nationally this year only about 12 percent ¢f the ablest American school children
will get the extra attention and encouragement they need. Moreover, approximately
19 percent of these students do become high school dropouts. Conceivably these
figures also apply to Montana and represent a tremendous talent loss for our state.
Therefore, it is imperative to exert necessary leadership to insure that the needs
of Montana's gifted and talented youth are met.

Some schools in Montana have recognized the importance of this need and have
initiated action to provide programs for the gifted and talented. Initially dis-
trict involvement was small, but there is a growing consciousness of the necessity |
for such programs. This awareness is evidenced by the increasing number of Montzana
schoal districts, both rural and urban, wishing to start gifted and talented pro-
grams. In the past month and a half, approximateiy 25 school districts have re-
quested assistance, advice and support to Taunch new gifted and talented programs. 1
These inquiries do not include the numerous letters and phone calls fielded by
this office requesting workshops, materials and assistance. Unfortunately, budget
limitations have hindered and even forced districts to postpone or curtail efforts
to implement gifted and talented programs.

Passage of Senate Bill 276 would facilitate the initiation of these programs I
on the part of districts that have, until now, been frustrated in their efforts to
address this imperative learning need. Moreogver, the bill would facilitate pro-
vision of services to concerned districts. Such services would include access to
information, materials and in-service training. Besides these services, passage q
of the bill would provide the necessary assistance to start programs desired by
concerned educators in districts throughout the state.

The Office of Public Instruction urges favorable consideration for Senate
Bi11 276.




Flontana ECQucation Association
1232 East Sixthy Averus, H

February 12, 1979

Submitted by:
Montana Education Association

SENATE BILL 276

Following is an answer, based on the best available research, to the misconceptions
that some people have on the need for and value of gifted and talented programs:

Three popular misconceptions seem to plague those who attempt to develop pro-
grams for gifted and talented students. As program developers raise the issue of
teaching the gifted, their audience often thwarts further exploration by supgest-
ing that the gifted are already provided for, that gifted and talented students
will succeed anyway, and that if a student is differentiated from his/her agemates,
he or she will suffer from dire social and emotional problems. These misconcep-~
tions should be addressed prior to initiating any pregram for gifted students as
they will certainly be brought up by some administrators, teachers, and parents.

{isconception One: The gifted are already provided for.

Critics of special programs often claim that we spend too much money on ex-—
ceptions, that enough has already been done for the gifted or bright student. Many
believe schools have already instituted programs for the gifted and that the resl
neglect is with the average student.

The group that should and does receive the most attention is the "average."
Nearly all of teacher training concentrates on preparing the teacher to instruct
the "typical' class of "average' students, as this is the group most teachers have
or will have in thedir classes. Most of the materials purchased for instruction
are directed at "average' students, as they constitute the bulk of the school pop-
ulation. Finally, mest of the published curricular materials are designed for
"average' students, as this group encompasses the largest and nmost profitable
market. (82) Ve may not be doing enough for the "average" student, but we are
focusing most of our resources in that direction already.

When we compare allocations of resources for different arcas of exceptionality,
we find that the gifted do not fare well. 1In a 1970 report of 27 model school dis-
tricts in five states with superior programs for exceptional children, the allo-
cation of monies and programs was described by type of exceptionality. (56) The
results were:



Money per

pupil ‘

(above normal Number of
Type of exceptionality ' allotment) programs
Physically handicapped $1,729 15
Auditorily handicapped 1,303 18
Visually handicapped 1,290 17
Emotionally disturbed ' 1,199 _ 14
Multiple handicapped . 1,133 4
Special learning disorders 760 20
Trainable mentally retarded 721 22
Educable mentally retarded 570 22
Homebound/Hospital 275 21
Speech handicapped 118 21
Intellectually gifted : 92 5

.These figures do not suggest that the other areas of exceptionality are re-
ceiving tco much attention. Rather, these data indicate that in relation to other
areas of exceptionality, the gifted student is not "already provided for."

In 1972 the U. S, Office of Education concluded that the federal role in pro-
viding services to the gifted and talented was "all but nonexistent." The report
found that 21 states did not provide any services for their gifted, and no state
provided for a majority of its gifted. When elementary and secondary school prin-
cipals were asked about programs for thecir giftred, 57.7 percent stated they did
not have any gifted students in their schools. The report concé¢luded that at least ‘
three~fourths of the gifted population in the United States receives no special
attention of any kind. (20) According to Dorothy Sisk the situation has not
changed between 1972 and 1978. Even in 1978 only about 12 percent of the gifted
individuals in our society were being served. Even the federal allocation of
funds for the gifted was minimal--approximately one dollar per gifted student. {(69)
In summarizing the recommendations of the Council of Exceptional Children about ed-
ucation of the gifted, Zettel and Ballard state, "Most importantly, too many gifted
and talented children are suffering from neglect that derives from the failure to
provide the special educational support required to meet their unique learning
needs." (85)

Misconception Two: The gifted will succeed anyway.

It is widely believed that special programs for the gifted and talented are
unwarranted because gifted individuals will succeed on their own. Actually, the
opposite is too often the case. Many gifted students do not succeed within the
present academic setting and drop out of school or fail to continue their education
beyond high school. After studying the dropout rate of gifted students in Iowa in
1962, Green found that 17.6 percent of the gifted students in that state were
not compleiing high school. (29) A significant number of gifted students who re-
main in the system and should be performing at the highest levels achieve ounly
average or below average grades. In 1957 Miner reported his examination of the
achievement of 251 gifted children. He concluded that 54.6 percent were working
below levels of which they were intellectually capable, and that a majority of these
students were working at least four grade levels below their potential. (85) ‘



These findings are not so surprising when we consider some of the personality
and behavioral characteristics of gifted individuals--divergent and critical think-
ing and persistence in demands and questions. Many of these traits not only go
unrewarded in classrooms but are often penalized as teachers sometines regard them
as unacceptable behaviors. This is borne out by the grades many gifted students
receive and by the unreliability of teacher nomination of gifted students. 1Ia their
investigation of gifted children in regular elementary classroom situations, Calla-
gher and Crowder found that the gifted students were poorly motivated and frustrated
by the rigidity and intellectual sterility of the regular classroom.(25)

While gifted and talented individuals ¢ften suffer in classes where no pro-
visions have been made to accommodate their special abilities, they seccm to succeed
in special classes. In an extensive study of 929 gifted students, grades 1-12, in
California, Simpson and Martinson found that gifted students in special programs made
significantly greater gains in academic achievement than gifted students in regular
classes. The gifted in special classes advanced an average of two acadenic years
whilde the equally gifted in regular classes advanced only one academic year. (68)
In short, the gifted individual may be able to maintain average growth if kept in
a regular class, but the same individual will probably not achieve full potential
unless special provisions are made to accommodate and build upon her or his special
gifts. '

The lack of challenge and realistic goal-setting for the gifted may foster
poor academic attitudes and lazy study habits that could further impede full academic
achicvement. The attitudes and habits instilled in the young become increasingly
difficult to eradicate each year they are reinforced.

Misconception Three: The gifted student in a special program will have emotional
and social problems.

Many, including parents, teachers, and administrators, believe that the gifted
and talented student will suffer severe problems with pecers and self if set apart
from agemates. Most research has shown this to be false. Indeed, many problems are
brought on by the frustration of ability. 1In her report for the U. S. Office of Ed~
ucation, Ruth Martinson stated that researchers have found that gifted individuals
who participated in special programs.did not suffer social or personality problems,
become conceited, or have additional health problems. (50) Walter Barbe, after
surveying graduates of Cleveland's Major Work Program, found the participation in
special classes for the gifted helped a majority of these individuals adjust to
different groups. (2)

One cause of the myth that gifted persons in special programs will have emo-
tional and social problems is the story of William James Sidis, who entered Harvard
College in 1909 at age 11 and died alone at age 46, having failed to achieve the
heights that his giftedness portended. After researching this story and the lives
of many other gifted individuals, Kathleen Montour concluded that Sidis's tragedy
was unique and that many other gifted individuals who are allowed to proceed at
their own rate and in accordance with their own goals lead successful and happy
lives. (53) Cecilia Solano also explored the relationship between precocity and
subsequent achievement. She concluded that the gifted are successful adults and
continue to demonstrate exceptional abilities and success, especially if their
achievements are viewed in relation to their own goals. (72)



In summary, our society has not provided sufficient funding or programs for
gifted students, either in comparision with the average student or ‘even with othet ‘
areas of exceptionality. Research has demonstrated that the gifted and talented
student does benefit from special programs, and some evidence demonstrates that the
gifted individual may even be penalized if not provided with special attention.
Finally, the gifted individual is not harmed socially, emotionally, or physically
by being placed in a special program designed to help him or her achieve full po-
tential. On the contrary, many educators believe that emotional problems may occur
more readily if the gifted individual is not placed in a special program.

Excerpt from

" Gifted and Talented Students: What Research Says to the Teacher by Frederick
B. Tuttle, Jr. National Education Association Publication, 1963.
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February 12, 1979

Senator Chet Blaylock, Chairman
Senate Education Committee
Montana Senate

Helena, Montana 53001

Dear Senstor Blaylock:

As a parent and an educator I would like to urge your commuittee
support of S.B. 276. I feel that this till would encourage school
districts to recognize and initiate suprort for ihe girted and
talented student.

s a member of the Advisory Conmivtee for Gifted I'rograr
in chools. I am very e that monles were eppropriated
during the 1978 ~79 school year for the Initiation

(L m

v
xcid
th v 0t a progran for thae

My seven year old daughter was selected for the program in the Smith
Elementary Schocl. ©She is enjoying this expericence to the utwost. Ixcited,
does not adequately describe her attitude as she comes home from schonl

ana shares her experiences with us. This addition
with her peer groupn has given Jenny a new purpose
progrant.

21
AT
L

(%}

o her educavi

I would hope that passage of S.B. 276 might open the door for other
students in the state of Montana who have a potential that is not currently
being challenged in our schools today.

Thank you.
Slncerely,

///v g(/ /ﬁ, /// )

Shirley DeVoe
L17 Raymond
Helena, Montana 59601

cc: Senator Steve Brown
Representative Hal Harper



o School Administrators of Montana

g 644 Grand Avenue
A Billings, MT 59101
A £ (406) 245-0695
fWi
DATE : February 12, 1979
TO: Senate Education Committee
FROM: T. Carl Johnson, Executive Secretary, SAM
SUBJECT: Proponent Testimony on Senate Bill 276

On Octcber 19, 1978, at the Arnual School Administrators of Montana Convention,
the membership voted unanimously to support any legislation in favor of the
Gifted and Talented by adopting the following resolution:

"WEEREAS, It is a Montana Constitutional provision for children to have

access to public education which develops their individual potential; and

WHEREAS, There are children in our schools who are sufficiently gifted
and talented to warrant enriched opportunities; and

WHEREAS, Meeting the needs of the gifted and talented requires focused
programatic efforts;

NOW, THEREFORF, BE IT RESOLVED, That School Administrators of Mcontana
will actively support appropriate education agency and legislative efforts to
provide for these exceptional children."
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TESTIMONY OF HARRIETT MELOY,

Aien D, Gunderson

33 Soulh Laal Chance M.
Helena, Montena 5
(4G6) 448-27285

RICHARD L. (RICK; REE!
MARILYN F, MILLER
ASSISTANTS TO THE ¢l

Bibrgs CHATRPERSON, BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION,

GCegrge A. Johnson
i>raot Faily

Marjorie W, King
hnneft

BEFORE SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
RE SB-276

Harriat C. Meloy, Vice Chairwoman

siglana

zr:d O'Leary

Hiwre

I am Harriett Meloy, Chairperson of the state Board of
Public Education. I am speaking today as the designated
representative of the Board.

Board members acted last month to formally support gifted
and talented legislation. We are extremely cognizant of the
fiscezl stringency which this legislative session faces and
are therefore very reluctant to propose any new programs.
The Board feels, however, that the time for a state program
to help serve the needs of gifted and talented children is
past due. There are compelling needs for the education of
these children; needs which are not being met and which can
no longer be ignored.

The first section of the education article of the Montana
Constitution says "It is the goal of the people to establish
a system of education which will develop the full educational
potential of each person.'" 1In the case of gifted children,

the importance of developing their full potential is especially

pressing because their potential is so enormous -~ it is also
fragile and in many cases easily extinguished by conventional
schooling.

These children, properly nurtured, will be the leaders of
tomorrow. They will be the ones who conguer cancer, expleore
the frontiers of space, solve our energy dilemmas, and bring
peace to the world.

These children have special needs, and the Board of
Public Education strongly supports SB-276 which would provide
a modest first step toward fulfilling those needs.

Thank you.
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| TESTIMONY OF HARRIETT MELOY,

e CuneETon CHAIRPERSON, BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION,

F;g;gé&dohnson BEFORE SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

.éi’)“;gew‘mng . RE SB"329

)»‘ialrr'i‘el C. Meioy, Vica Chairwoman

tnideO’Leary

I am Harriett Meloy, chairperson of the state Board of

I Public Education. I am speaking today as the designated rep-
resentative of the Board.

' At its Novezber meeting the Board took action to endorse
a "student unit weighted” formula under the foundation program

for secondary vocational education funding.

The Board feels that secondary vo-ed programs are not
adequately funded at the present time and that the best way
to accomplish adequate funding is through a "student unit

weighted" formula.

SB-329 provides for a"classroom unit weighted" system,
and while this is superior to the current funding system, t
Board feels that a "student unit weighted" system as provid
in HB-537 would better serve the interests of secondary voc

tional education students.

Thank you.
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February 12, 1979

TESTIMONY ON SB329

I am appearing on behalf of the Superintendent of Public Instruction in

support of SB329.

Vocational Education programs in Montana secondary schools have costs
above the average program in our schools. For example...the additjonal
tools, equipment and heat in an auto mechanics shop as comparad to the
average English classroom where the average door does not allow heat to
escape; tools and equipment may well consist of textbooks. Obviously

this would be less expensive than the tools and equipment in the auto mechanics

Our young people often Teave high school and go directly to the job
market and therefore need skills to compete in that market to become productive

citizens in our economy.

The concept of additional funding before you today in the form of S$B329

is one of two in the legislative session. Although the concept is in
agreement the method of funding is different. We in the office find

both bills acceptable, however, we find that in so far as state administration
we prefer the ANB method in the other bill...but since it is more important
that affected districts, teachers and students respond to the efféct

of the two methods of carrying through the concept our preference is

that of preference only.

Wle urge your support of the concept of additonal funds for districts

offering vocational education due to additional costs of these programs.



FEBRUARY 12, 1579

HEARING ON SB 276 - SEWATE EDUCATION COMMITTEL

I MY WORK AS SUPERVISOR AT THE MCLAUGHLIN RESEARCH INSTITUTE -

I OFTEN HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO MEET, AND SOMETIMES WORK WITH,
YOUNGSTERS WHO HAVE BEEN FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO BE PART OF THE PACE
PROGRAM TN GREAT FALLS. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE VARIOUS GRADES VISIT US
REGULARLY, I COULD DETECT WITHOUT BEING TOLD--WHICH GROUPS ARE
PACE STUDENTS, CONSISTENTLY, THEIR CURIOUSITY HAS REEN AROUSED
AND THEY ARE NOT AFRAID TO ASK QUESTICHS, IRONICALLY, SOME OF
THESE SAME CHILDREN--WITHOUT SUCH A PROGRAM--MIGHT HAVE BECOME
DROPOUTS. POOR GRADES DO NOT ALWAYS REFLECT LACK OF INTELLIGENCE.
SOMETIMES, THEY ARE A RESULT OF BOREDOM, LACK OF CHALLENGE, AND
A LACK OF RECOGNITION OF A REAL TALENT IN A SPECIFIC AREA,

IT IS HOPED THAT IF SB 276 PASSES, A GIFTED CHILDREN'S
PROGRAM WILL BE ADOPTED IN INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT THE STATE.



fr=m f§ )

4 LT, .
7. -l o
NAME:»_‘M_i;j,ﬁ%i;4{~ O tem DATE: &~ 172 -

ADDRESS : ' t‘?)m i\‘.:) o i [NV Y @OC{ &L =Y gy B f‘%—z { LA O !"{ /

L
-
ﬁ"
!
L

A
N
V.

PHONE: 7

A <
REPRESENTING WHOM? /V(ou.‘g- W esSoe. 2 1. Sdﬂ-ma! v

zf.f’ 3 =7
APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: \j 276 .

DO YOU:  SUPPORT? Yes- AMEND? OPPOSE?

COMMENTS :

i) ‘ !
e ‘? .
{ TS ., e oRIITED A '%‘:3 PR L T ) Ve & < o

e p/? -
ﬂff’-ﬂ%’n“é..»f/ E}L{ ’ligf:-: JM} - F'A }N . CAS.A,__’,‘,Q é" 5;$/,

{ ¥ '
£~ e) 1D bLhvGe n NAOSSACE
~ i

10

S O e T8 { fl‘ Ve o :’;v 5

@{/—}ﬁﬁ & a?[f:? e Ve b rm'f[ e s /ﬁf?lf‘igf{‘;{:?)’l?c '7{)’ .

e 8 / ('5", /*"(4/"? "/;J;H
V4

PLEASE LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATEMENTS WITH THE COMMITTEE SECRETARY.



MAME D

. f‘)\, /
bATE: ]

PHONFE @

- - : H i’
DR ‘& / S Y
ADDRESS : / I < - 2 LT L
T
/ ' / T . - .k_ / . o
o~ o
A . ) E T ) x ;;' ) E |
¥ 4 ) . ! - ¢ PR / :
REPRESENTING WHOM? i& l (}\x L ol i TN (/
( /Z . ‘;/. /i
ON WHICH PROPOSAL: > o A S

APPEARING

DO YOU:

SUPPORT?

N /7 s ..
3 B 7 H 2 \\ P N .
COMMENTS : N {L/«LLLCK4 [ {7, iy DAY S C—
~ ] \,‘,,": . v Y ; . >
od ~ s . . /7
VN mer A A CE L C A A /e
S 3 I S Yoo / .
|/ ~ ~ /’ ,../' s | . . [~ - -—""“:i},;‘" Tie e Cos
Coop pid A LT {. Lot s Ao
- l ’:} f 7 - N I) 1}
~ T // b {- 7 O e L (s . .
S R T S G \_T L Coye A ¢” A 3 I { { J
1/ o . f . : \
' SN g 1 -
AN o \411{ / 3| L O
. \j :
A\

PLEASE

LEAVE

ANY PREPARED

STATEMENTS

WITH

THE COMMITTEE

SECRETARY,



NAME: '!ﬂfg:;37* S e e DATE

ADDRESS : [l 0

PHONE, : AL

y 7 / / [
REPRESENTING WHOM? (o 7 \ L

(if":z;> ;if’xé %
APPEARING ON WHICH PROPOSAL: s Ty R

DO YOU:  SUPPORT? _ \ AMEND? OPPOSE?
‘ N P

A , .
’a 7 _/ —/ T . "J/,,
COMMENTS : ./ /0 [ IR

PLEASE LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATEMENTS WITH THE COMMITTEE SECRETARY.



February 12, 1975

TESTIMONY ON SB329

I am appearing on behalf of the Superintendent of Public Instruction in

support of SB329.

VocationaTvEducation programs in Montana secondary schools have costs
above the average program in our schools. For example...the additional
tools, equipment and heat in an auto mechanics shop as compared to the
average English classroom where the average door does not allow heat to
escape; téols and equipment may well consist of textbooks. Obviously

this would be Tless expensive than the tools and equipment in the auto mechanics shop.

Our young pecple often leave high school and go directly to the job
market and therefore need skills to compete in that market to become productive

citizens in our econony.

The contept of additioné] funding before you today in the form of S8329

is one of two in the legislative session. Although the concept is in
agreement the method of funding is different. e in the office find

both bills acceptable, however, we find that in so far as state administration
we prefer the ANB method in the other bill...but since it is more important
that affected districts, teachers and students respond to the effect

of the two methods of carrying through the concapt our preference is

that of preference only.

We urge your support of the concept of additonal funds for districts

offering vocational education due to additional costs of these programs.
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Missoula, Montana

February 12, 1579

The Hon&rable Bob Brown & Members of the Vontana Zducation Commities
State Senate
Capitol Building
Helena, Mt, 959501
Dear Sirs:
I would like to join many other parents, educators, and citizens

in volcing mv wholehearted suoport for state funding of a gifted and

talented eduction program in Montana, Senate Bi11l 276

.

¥v children; a bov and egirl, ages 10 and 11; particinate

.,

in a

vilot program of enrichment for able and highlv motivated students

at Prescott School 4in VMissoula last vear. They were challenged and
stimulated by 1t., Their grades did not suffer from the addition of
extra work and thev were able to make up the work they missed in their

regular classrooms,

Gifted students should not be left to while away their talents.

They should be challenged and counseled to develop them to the fullest,

Lack of acticn will centinue the brain drain status quo, Please halp
educators begin to develon programs that will challenge gifted and

talented students to develon their highest potentizl,

Respectfully submitted,

oy (I

PR - il
\‘x\. « NS l‘& '

Pat Guth
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The Honorable Zobv Zrovwn

Choirman, Senate Lducation Comiittec
Stote BSenate

Capitol Building

Helena, lontana 5C501

(o)

Dear Senator Brown:

As 2 varent involved in thsz develonaent of a Gifted and
Talented proqram in Hiessoula, I have become aware of the
ossipnilities for excevticonelly talented children: the

very vositive things that result when such & child's
talent is identified, undersiood Sﬂd develoned, and the
creat loss thaet does in facl occur without enwﬁational
suoport - both to the child znd 4o the society ne or she
hes the notentinl to somedny serve.
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I am convinceﬁ these children reauire enriched trosrona
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Conseauvently, I strongly sunport Sennte ,
much~needed educntional consideration to the m~ifted nnd
talented student.

Sincerely yonrs
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3813 Timberlane
¥issoula, nont.59801
rebruary 10, 1479

Kobert Brown, Chairman
Education Committee
Capitol Station
Helena, wontana

Re: S.B. 272-Gifted and Talented Education
vear Sir:

We wish to register our support for this bill which
will provide additional opportunities for these
exceptional children. Without special programs
these talents and abilities will not be developed
to their fullest and will be wasted forever.

Very truly yours,

e f’/’< < /*’/Lf B

voseph L. Aldegarie

) 5 A .
: VO aa S

Sondra saldegarie
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MONTANA HEART — LUNG SURGICAL ASSOCIATES
H.D. ADAMS, M.D., FACS P.A.PHILIPS, M.D., FACS

Practice limited to cardiac, pulmonary, and vascular surgery.

P.O. Box 4587 Telenhone:
Missoula, Montana 59806 (405) 721-3520

February 9 , 1979

The Honorable Bob Brown
State Senate Capitol Bldg
Helena , Montana

Dear Senator Brown:

I am writing to you as a concerned parent living in School District #1 y
Missoula , Montana.

The purpose of this letter is to underscore the importance of Senate
Bill # 276 introduced by yourself and concerning financial support for
gifted and enlightened children's teaching programs. As you undoubtedly
know there is an increasing awareness throughout this country of the
importance of supporting education for the unusually gifted child. Rum-
erous articles and essays have appeared in periodicals and Congression-
al support and legislation has been forthcoming from Washington.

I believe it fair to say that the unusually bright , gifted child

in his way is as handicapped as the pcor , unfortunate child born

with either a mental or physical handicap. It is truly a tragic waste
to witness children of extreme intelligence not being given the mental
stimulation and education required to allow them to reach their great
potential. It is from this group that leaders of our society should be
forthcoming. A mind not exercised and not given the opportunity to
develop is a waste not only to the individual but to his peers , his
community , his society and his country.

I very strongly endorse , support and encourage the leaders we have

elected to be our representatives to support Senate Bill #276

and to place high on their list of educational priorities funds re-

quired for gifted and enlightened education. As you might be aware

the local school board of District #1 has tentatively passed the

educational curriculum budget as proposed by Mrs Chris Troxal here in
Missoula. As part of her great effort she has included funding for a gifted
program. It is through leadership such as Mrs Troxal that all of us have
taken our inspiration and would pass onto you our very real concern for pos-
itive action from the Montana State Senate .

I wish to thank you for your time and concern in this matter.

N ™

] o)
Very Truly Yours,
. L /
I A

Peter A. Philips , 1.D.
cc: Chris Troxal , Administration Bldg

Mr Ben Hansen , Supt. of Schools , Dist #1
Administration Bldg

?
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Fetruvary 1C, 1979

The Honorable Eob Brown
State oenzate

Capitol Building
Helenz, Montana £96C1

Pear Senator Brown,

I am writing to express my interest 1n Sen:z
concerning matching funds for gifted zand talented students.

As a rparent of three children in School Diztrict I,
Missoula, I strongly suprort the enormous effort af our
Currlculuu Director Mrs. Chris Troxel to produce 5 drogranm

for our talented and gifted students. Several tegvlerq,
varents, and Board prersonnel have labored for over two yezrs

-~

in Missoula to come up with an excellent start for our
talented and gifted. The Eoard of oSchool wistrict I has rec-
ognlzed the need for such a program. They recently voted in
faivor of including funds for a talerted and gifted crogranm

in their tentative 1979-80 tudget, tut we need firanclsl

help. It is time pow to fulfili your responsiktllity as the
cducation Comaittee by giving thie E111 276 tor priority.

#e need this financlal support now for our Missoula
talented and gifted students.

Sincerely,

ohirley Chetwood



3106 03d Pond Road
Missoula, MT 59801
February 11, 1979

The Honorable Robert Brown
Chairman, Education Committee
State Senate

Capitol Building

Helena, MT 59601

Dear Senator Brownt

1t is my understanding that you are sponsoring Senate Bill No. 276,

which would provide for spending of state funds (to be matched by

federal funds) for a pilot program of special education for gifted students
in Montana.

I wish to express my enthusiastic support for any project to help these
students rise above the "averare" for which their present classes are =eared.

ddy younger son had the privilepe of participatin: in a trial pro,ram of
"extra" learning which Mrs. Christine Troxel instirated durin. the 1977-78
school year of her principalship at Prescott School in Missoula. His
enthusiasm (indeed, his excitement!) in the more advanced work presented
to him was enough to convince me that he had been missing something up to
that time (and has been missing somethin; since).

These children who be;in school highly motivated, exceptionally curious,
and eager to learn are very often the most ne:lected cnes in our schools.
Because they are partly capable of learnin; by themselves, it is almost
inevitable that busy teachers leave them to their own devices while slower
or troublesome students soak up the time of the school day. Yet these very
eaver students are the ones who have the greater potential of eventually
helpings all of us to solve some of the world's many problems. We owe it

to them to meet their needs in education,

The special education program for pifted students which is now proposed
for development in Missoula seems very inexpensive compared to the dollars
that have been spent for years for other types of speclal students,.

I am strongly in favor of fundins for the kind of education which will help
our best students reach their full potential in school and in life,

Sincerely,

P
Peypy Harris



Elk Ridge Roaa
Missoula, Montana 59501
Febrvary 11, 1979

The Honorable Lob Brown
State Senate

Capitol Building
Helena, Montmna, 59671

Dezr Senator Brown:
+

I strongly urge your suonort oif ftennte BIll 276, the Bilil
for Gifted and Talented Bducet on for Lhe chil 1O

vur local scnnol district haos anproved funds for Giited ond
Telented Educotion for the comng 7esr. We wil e {
funds in crder to iwplement this program,

a3

Please vote to help us give aur bright cnildren a buost
Iney sre certsinly our future.

S'ncerely,

e %4 // o g
Tk el T e 7
C y

Marcille Sohlberg



707 Redwood
Missoula, MT
Feb. 11, 1979

Senator Eob brown, Chairman

bducation Committee

Montana State Senate

Capitol Building

Helena, Montana

Dear Senator EBrown:

We .understand that State Senate Eill 276 provides
match{ﬁg funds for special programs for gifted children,
Our parent-teacher organizatioa has been studying

the advantages of these programs and wholeheartedly

enaorses the concept and strongly desires implerentation.

wWe have gone on record with our local Schoel District Cne

supporting their plans to rinance a program this coming year.

[

Please consider this endorsement ror Eill 276 from the parencs
of Prescott, Lincoln, and Rattlesneke elementary schools in

the Rattlesnzke Valley of Missoula County, lontana.,

Sincerely yours,

GG et Gt

Rovert D. and Marietta Pfister, Co-chairren

Frineds of Rattlesnake Education





