
MINUTES OF THE I"IET1NG 
AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK & IRRIGATION 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

F e b r u a r y  9 ,  1979 

The t h i r t e e n t h  mee t ing  of  t h e  A g r i - c u l t u r e ,  L i v e s t o c k  and 
I r r i g a t i o n  Committee w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  on t h e  above d a t e  
i n  Room 415 o f  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  by Chairman G a l t  
a t  12:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL: A l l  members w e r e  p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  
o f  S e n a t o r  Conover. 

The w i t n e s s e s  t h a t  w e r e  p r e s e n t  t o  t e s t i f y  a r e  a t t a c h e d .  

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 1 5 2 :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V i c k i  
Johnson ,  d i s t r i c t  # 7 2  had i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  b i l l .  She f e l t  it 
would r e a l l y  h e l p  t h e  l o c a l  economy i f  t h e  s c h o o l s  would u s e  
l o c a l l y  produced b e e f .  I t  would h e l p  t h e  l o c a l  r a n c h e r  a s  
w e l l  as t h e  economy. T h i s  b i l l  would a l s o  keep f o r e i g n  beef  
o u t  o f  Montana s c h o o l s .  Montana p e o p l e  fund  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  
and s h e  t h o u g h t  it was o n l y  f a i r  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l s  s u p p o r t  
Montana b e e f .  She s a i d  t h e  economics o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  program 
i s  v e r y  good. She c i t e d  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  
t h a t  had  s t a r t e d  u s i n g  Montana bee f  a n d  t h a t  w e r e  s a v i n g  money. 

Deanna deYong, r e p r e s e n t i n g  C.iXFZI Elontana F'armers Union 
and t h e  NFO, s a i d  t h e y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l .  They would l i k e  t o  
see t h e  word " b e e f "  r e p l a c e d  by t h e  words " food  p r o d u c t s " .  
She f e l t  t h e  b i l l  was t e n d i n g  t o  l e a n  toward  t h e  bee f  p r o d u c e r s  
and n o t  g i v i n g  f a i r  r e c o g n i t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  p r o d u c e r s  i n  t h e  
s t a t e .  Anything t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  i m p o r t s  i s  s e n d i n g  money o u t  
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and f o r  economy's s a k e  we need t o  keep 
t h e  money h e r e .  One of t h e  problems w i t h  impor ted  bee f  i s  t h s t  
it d o e s n ' t  have t o  meet  t h e  g r a d 2  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  o u r  b e e f  d o e s  
and t h i s  i s  t h e  same w i t h  f r e s h  produce .  

S t e v e  Dougherty,  Nor the rn  P l a i n  Resource  C o u n c i l ,  a r o s e  
i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  H e  f e l t  Montana s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  s u p p o r t  
Montana b e e f .  

B r i s b i n  S k i l e s ,  Department  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  s a i d  
it w a s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  o u r  food s e r v i c e s  o p e r a t i o n s  r u n  a s  
e f f i c i e n t l y  a s  p o s s i b l - e .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  l anguagz  "whenever 
f e a s i b l e "  h e l p e d  t h e  b i l l ,  b e c a u s e  somntimes t h e  it may b e  
p o s s i b l e  t o  u s e  Montana beef  b u t  n o t  f e a s i b l e .  H e  s a i d  it 
s p e c i f i e s  i n  t h e  f e d e r a l  law t h a t  a l l  food purchased  f o r  s c h o o l  
l u n c h  program be  domest icaJ. ly produced.  H e  s a i d  t h e  Department  
d o e s  encourage  Montana s c h o o l s  t o  p u r c h a s e  from l o c a l l y  
p r o d u c e 3  b e e f .  Many o f  t h e  l a r g e r  s c h o o l s  have  t o  go  t h r o u g h  
a p a c k i n g  p l a n t  and t h e r e  i s  no g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  t h e  beef  t h e y  
g e t  comes from Montana. 

T h e r e  were  no f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  and no opponen t s .  



~ u r i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  by t h e  committee S e n a t o r  Kol-stad 
ment ioned t h a t  h e  f e l t  t h i s  b i l l  would b e  more a p p r o p r i a t e  
i n  t h e  form o f  a  r e s o l u t i o n .  S e n a t e  Gra'lam a s k e d  i f  t h e  b i l l  1 
was p a s s e d  would t h e  Department o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  n o t i f y  
a l l  s c h o o l s t h a t  t h i s  was,  i n  f a c t ,  a  law. M r .  S k i l e s  r e p l i e d  
y e s .  

CONSIDERATION O F  HOUSE BILL 231: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E r n s t ,  
~ i s t r i c t  R71 had been asked  t o  i n t r o z u c e  t h i s  b i l l  a t  t h e  
r e q u e s t  o f  a  landowner g roup  i n  c e n t r a l  Montana. T h i s  b i l l  
r e f e r s  o n l y  t o  t h e  major  power l i n e s .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  
t h e  u t i l i t i e s  w i l l  nego t i a t z  e a s e n e n t s  and o f f e r  t h e  landowner 
a  lump sum. The landowner does  n o t  have  t h e  o p t i o n  of 
r e c e i v i n g  a n n u a l  i n s t a l l m e n t s ,  b u t  must t a k e  t h e  lump sum i n  
one  payment.  T h i s  b i l l -  i s  p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  Minnesota  law. 
The b i l l  was o r i g n i a l l y  s u b m i t t e d  open-ended b u t  t h e  house 
had amended it t o  n o t  n o r e  t h a n  f i v e  a n n u a l  i n s t a l l m e n t s .  

J o h n  Lub inus ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  himself, s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l .  
H i s  t e s t i m o n y  i s  a t t a c h e d  p e r  e x h i b i t  #I. The i n t e n t  o f  t h e  
b i l l  i s  t o  a l l o w  a landowner t h c  r i g h t  t o  r e c e i v e  a  r e a s o n a b l e  
a n n u a l  payment a s  conp-zl?sation f ~ r  t h c u s e  o f  h i s  l a n d ,  
H e  a s k e d  t h e  committee t o  look  i n t o  t h e  House arnenment t o  
a l l o w  o n l y  f i v e  payments .  

S t e v e  Dougher ty ,  Nor the rn  P l a i n s  Resource  C o u n c i l ,  s a i d  
many of t h e  p e o p l e  he r e p r e s e n t s  a r e  landowners w i t h  power 
l i n e s  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  They f e e l  t h e y  s h o u l d  
b e  a b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  a n n u a l  payments i n s t e a d  o f  r e c e i v i n g  one 
lump sum. They w e r e  v e r y  much i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  b i l l .  

Don McIn ty re ,  Department o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  s a i d  t h e y  
s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  t h i s  b i l l .  

Bob Gannon, Montana Power Company, s a i d  t h e y  had worked 
w i t h  t h e  s u b c o ~ m i t t e e  and t h e y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  b i l l  w i t h  t h e  
amendments. 

Gene P h i l l i p s ,  P a c i f i c  Power and L i g h t ,  s a i d  t h e y  a l s o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l  as amended in t h e  House. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E r n s t  i n  c l o s i n g  s a i d  he  c a l l e d  t h i s  a 
Landowner R e l a t i o n  B i l l .  H e  a sked  t h e  conunit tee t o  l o o k  a t  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  b i l l  b e f o r e  it had been amended. 

T h e r e  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  t h e  mee t ing  was a d j o u r n e d .  
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