MINUTES OF THE MEETING
AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK & IRRIGATION
MONTANA STATE SENATE

February 9, 1979

The thirteenth meeting of the Agriculture, Livestock and
Irrigation Committee was called to order on the above date
in Room 415 of the State Capitol Building by Chairman Galt
at 12:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL: All members were present with the exception
of Senator Conover.

The witnesses that were present to testify are attached.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 152: Representative Vicki
Johnson, district #72 had introduced this bill. She felt it
would really help the local economy if the schools would use
locally produced beef. It would help the local rancher as
well as the economy. This bill would also keep foreign beef
out of Montana schcols. Montana people fund the school districts
and she thought it was only fair that the schools support
Montana beef. She said the economics of this type of program
is very gocd. She cited several different schools in the state
that had started using Montana beef and that were saving money.

Deanna deYong, representing WIFE, Montana Farmers Union
and the NFO, said they supported the bill. They would like to
see the word "beef" replaced by the words "food products".

She felt the bill was tending to lean toward the beef producers
and not giving fair recognition to the other producers in the
state. Anything that the state imports is sending money out

of the United States and for economy's sake we need to keep

the money here. One of the problems with imported beef is that
it doesn't have to meet the grade standards that our beef does
and this is the same with fresh produce.

Steve Dougherty, Northern Plain Resource Council, arose
in support of the bill. He felt Montana schools should support
Montana beef.

Brisbin Skiles, Department of Public Instruction, said
it was imperative that our food services operations run as
efficiently as possible. He felt that the language "whenever
feasible" helped the bill, because sometimes the it may be
possible to use Montana beef but not feasible. He said it
specifies in the federal law that all food purchased for school
lunch program be domestically produced. He said the Department
does encourage Montana schools to purchase from locally
produced beef. Many of the larger schools have to go through
a packing plant and there is no guarantee that the beef they
get comes from Morntana.

There were no further proponents and no opponents.
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During discussion by the committee Senator Kolstad
nentioned that he felt this bill would be more appropriate
in the form of a resolution. Senate Graham asked if the bill
was passed would the Department of Public Instruction notify
all schoolsthat this was, in fact, a law. Mr. Skiles replied
ves.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 231: Representative Ernst,
District #71 had been asked to introduce this bill at the
request of a landowner group in central Montana. This bill
refers only to the major power lines. At the present time
the utilities will negotiate easements and offer the landowner
a lump sum. The landowner does not have the option of
receiving annual installments, but must take the lump sum in
one payment. This bill is patterned after Minnesota law.

The bill was orignially submitted open-ended but the house
had amended it to not more than five annual installments.

John Lubinus, representing himself, supported the bill.
His testimony 1is attached per exhibit #1. The intent of the
bill is to allow a landowner the right to receive a reasonable
annual payment as compensation for theuse of his land.
He asked the committee to look into the House amendment to
allow only five payments.

Steve Dougherty, Northern Plains Resource Council, said
many of the people he represents are landowners with power
lines running through their property. They feel they should
be able to receive annual payments instead of receiving one
lump sum. They were very much in support of the bill.

Don McIntyre, Department of Natural Resources, said they
support the concept of this bill.

Bob Gannon, Montana Power Company, said they had worked
with the subcommittee and they supported the bill with the
amendments.

Gene Phillips, Pacific Power and Light, said they also
support the bill as amended in the House.

Representative Ernst in closing said he called this a
Landowner Relation Bill. He asked the committee to look at
the original intent of the bill before it had been amended.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.
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SENATOR JACK GALT, Chairman
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