
MINUTES OF THE I.lEE'TING 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
STATE SENATE 

February 7, 1979 

The seventh meeting of the Natural Resources Committee was 
called to order by Senator Harold Dover, Vice-Chairman, at 
12:35 P.M., on the above date in Room 405  of the State Capi- 
tol Building. 

ROLL CALL: Upon roll call all members were present with the 
exception of Senators Roskie and Lockrem. 

Mr. Jim Lear, Staff Attorney from the Legislative Council, was 
also present. See attached visitors' register for the names 
of visitors present. 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 320:  An act to amend section 75-20-104, 
MCA, clarifying definitions under the Montana Major Facility 
Siting Act. 

Vice-Chairman Dover called on Senator Story, District 37, to 
explain SB 3 2 0  to the Committee. Senator Story explained that 
SB 3 2 0  would put two distinctions in the law where presently 
none exist, one for utility facilities and one for nonutility 
facilities, under the definition for certificate. It would 
also add a definition for gas and a definition for standard 
conditions. 

Senator Story then called on Mr. Ward Shanahan to comment fur- 
ther on SB 320.  Mr. Ward Shanahan, representing Dreyer Brothers 
Inc. and Northern ,sources Inc., spoke in favor of SB 3 2 0  and 
submitted a writtt statement (see attachment). He then in- 
troduced Mr. Dick kinderson, President of Northern Resources 
Company, to speak in support of SB 320.  Mr. Anderson also 
submitted a written statement (see attachment). Mr. David S. 
Gleason, Dreyer Brothers Inc. also spoke in favor of SB 3 2 0  
and submitted a written statement (see attachment). Mr. Shana- 
han then summarized the statements he and Mr. Gleason and Mr. 
Anderson had made for the Committee. 

Vice-chairman Dover called for any other proponents. Mr. Don 
McIntyre, Department of Natural Resources stated that he was 
basically in favor of SB 3 2 0  but had some proposed amendments 
to submit to the Committee for their consideration (see attach- 
ment). 

Janelle Fallan, representing the Montana Chamber of Commerce, 
spoke in favor of SB 320 and submitted a written statement (see 
attac'ment) . 
Vice-Chairman Dover called for any other proponents to SB 3 2 0  
and, hearing none, called for the opponents. 

Joan Miles, representing the Environmental Information Center, 
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spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  SB 320 and s u b m i t t e d  a  w r i t t e n  s t a t e -  
ment (see a t t a c h m e n t )  . 
vice -cha i rman  Dover c a l l e d  f o r  any o t h e r  opponen t s ,  and,  hea r -  
i n g  none,  opened t h e  h e a r i n g  t o  q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  Committee. 
A b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  f o l l o w e d  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  amendments proposed 
by Don McIn ty re  from t h e  Department o f  N a t u r a l  Resources .  

Vice-Chairman Dover t h e n  c l o s e d  t h e  h e a r i n g  on SB 320 and open- 
ed  t h e  h e a r i n g  on SB 323. Vice-Chairman Dover c a l l e d  on Sena- 
t o r  Ed Smi th ,  D i s t r i c t  1, t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  SB 323 t o  
t h e  Comii i t tee.  S e n a t o r  Smith  sununarized t h e  proposed change 
i n  SB 323 and p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  he i n  no way i n t e n d s  t h i s  b i l l  
t o  e x c l u d e  t h e  major  p i p e l i n e s .  S e n a t o r  Smith  t h e n  c a l l e d  on 
M r .  Don A l l e n ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Montana Pe t ro leum 
~ s s o c i a t i o n ,  t o  comment f u r t h e r  on SB 323. M r .  A l l e n  e x p l a i n e d  
t o  t h e  Committee what t h e  l anguage  i n t e n d s  t o  c l e a r  up and 
s t a t e d  t h e r e  i s  no d e s i r e  t o  weaken t h e  Major F a c i l i t y  S i t i n g  
A c t .  

M r .  Ward Shanahan,  a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  Nor thern  T i e r  P i p e l i n e ,  
spoke i n  f a v o r  o f  S B  323 and s u b m i t t e d  a  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  
(see a t t a c h m e n t )  . 

M r .  Les  Lob le  11, Montana Dakota U t i l i t i e s ,  spoke i n  f a v o r  o f  
SB 323. 

M r .  Bob Ganon, Montana Power Company, spoke i n  f a v o r  o f  SB 323, 
and s a i d  he  f e e l s  t h i s  would g e t  t h i n g s  back i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  
Major F a c i l i t y  S i t i n g  Act .  

M r .  Don McIn ty re ,  Department  of  S a t u r a l  Resources ,  was g e n e r a l l y  
i n  f a v o r  o f  SB 323,  b u t  had some proposed amendments t o  sub- 
m i t  t o  t h e  Committee f o r  t h e i r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  (see a t t a c h m e n t s ) .  

Vice-Chairman Dover c a l l e d  f o r  any o t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  t o  S B  323 
and ,  h e a r i n g  none,  c a l l e d  f o r  any opponents .  M r .  George Cramer 
from M e l v i l l e  t o l d  t h e  Committee t h a t  t h e  Major F a c i l i t y  S i t i n g  
Act i s  t h e  o n l y  p r o t e c t i o n  a  landowner h a s  a t  p r e s e n t  t o  f i g h t  
a  ma jo r  c o r p o r a t i o n  and a s k e d  t h e  Committee t o  remember t h e  
landowner when c o n s i d e r i n g  b o t h  SB 320 and SB 323. 

M r .  Norm S t a r r ,  a l s o  from M e l v i l l e ,  r e q u e s t e d  some t y p e  of 
2 r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  landowner t h a t  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  come i n  t h e  
form o f  a  r e v i e w  board .  

Vice-Chairman Dover c a l l e d  f o r  any o t h e r  opponen t s  t o  S B  323 
a n d ,  h e a r i n g  none,  opened t h e  h e a r i n g  t o  q u e s t i o n s  from t h e  
Committee. S e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  were a d d r e s s e d  t o  Mr. Cramer and 
M r .  S t a r r  a b o u t  t h e  problems t h e y  had e n c o u n t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  
n a t u r a l  g a s  l i n e  t h a t  was t o  c r o s s  M r .  Cramer's p r o p e r t y .  

rn 
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Senator Manley asked Senator Smith if he had pipelines on his 
property. Senator Smith said he had pipelines and oil develop- 
ments. He then elaborated on his intent with this bill and 
stated he did not want to see energy wasted by making it so 
expensive for smaller operations that it would be necessary 
for them to continue burning the natural gas. 

With no further opponents to SB 323, Vice-Chairman Dover closed 
the hearing on SB 323. He then asked Senator Story to Chair 
the hearing on SB 185 as he was the sponsor of that bill. 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 185: "An act to add 'sewage effluent' to 
the definition of water as used in Title 85, Chapter 2, MCA; 
and amending Section 85-2-102, MCA." 

Senator Story opened the hearing on SB 185 and called on 
senator Dover, District 24, to present the bill to the Commit- 
tee. Senator Dover submitted his comments in written form (see 
attachment). 

Senator Story then called for any other proponents to SB 185. 
Mr. Zack Stevens, Montana Farm Bureau, spoke in favor of SB 185. 
Mr. Peter Jackson, WETA, also spoke in favor of SB 185. Mr. 
Ron Waterman, Montana Railroad Association, also spoke in 
favor of SB 185. 

Senator Story then called for any further proponents and, hear- 
ing none, called for any opponents. 

Mr. Don McIntyre, Department of Natural Resources, spoke and 
said he was neutral on SB 185 but was there for informational 
purposes for the Committee. He also pointed out that the De- 
partment of Natural Resources presently does allow sewage e£- 
fluent. 

Senator Story called for any other opponents and, hearing none, 
opened the hearing to questions from the Committee. 

Senator Manley asked Mr. XcIntyre if this bill was even neces- 
sary in view of the fact that the Department of Natural Re- 
sources already allowed sewage effluent. Mr. McIntyre said he 
did not feel it was. 

DISPOSITION OF SB 185: Senator Lowe moved that SB 185 receive - 
a DO PASS recommendation. Senator Brown made a substitute 
motion that SB 185 be amended on page 3, line 9, by inserting 
"but not limited to" following "including". Motion carried 
unanimously. Senator Lowe then moved that SB 185 receive a 
DO PASS as Anended recommendation. All Senators present (Sen- 
ators Thiessen and Jergeson left the meeting prior to the vote) 
voted in favor of the motion with the exception of Senator 
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Manley. 

ADJOURNMENT: T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  further b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  
adjourned at 2:05 P.M. 
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NAME WARD A .  SHAMAHAN BILL NO, SB 320 

 ADDRESS^^^ Flr First Nat'l Bank Helena MmATE 2-7-70 

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT DREYER BROS INC A Montana Corporation 
Northern Kesources Inc. 

SUPPORT X X X X X OPPOSE AMEND 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY, 

Comments: This bill is intended to clarify the definitions I 

under the Major Facility Siting Act. It makes clear the 
" I . - 

question of "public nedd' does not invovle "non-utility" 

facilities and it also exempts low BTU gas manufacture 

in the same way that the act now exempts electric lines 
. .  I 

bower than 69 KV. 

I will introduce Mr Dick Anderson President of Northern 

Resources Company and Mr David fleason Vice President of 

Breyer Bros Inc. 

T e l ( 4 0 6 )  442-8560 
Registered Lobbyist 



NkElE R. E. Anderson EILL NO.' SB 320 

AEDRESS 704 First N.W. Bank Center, Billings DATE 020779 

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT Northern Resources, Inc. 

SUPPORT XX OPPOSE AMEND 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 

Comments: ' 

The bill now leaves open to interpretation the size of 

a gas from coal plant because it does not define the kind of 

gas. 

Small, low/medium BTU coal gasifiers present a means 

for local Montana industry to convert to coal with a clean 

burning facility which will not add significantly to air 

pollution in Montana. The clarification of the BTU value 

at 900 BTU/CuFt,will allow industry to utilize these small 

coal gasifiers without involving them in the Major Facility 

Siting Act and the costly and time-confining requirements 

of that Act. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/ R. E. Anderson 



NAME David S. Gleason BILL NO. SB 320 

ADDRESS Billings, Montana DATE 020779 

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT Dreyer Bros. ,  Inc. 

SUPPORT XX QPPOSE AMEND 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 

Comments : 

We support the proposed amendment to the definition of 

"Certificate" so as to clearly identify the distinction be- 

tween a franchised market area utility as compared to a com- 

petitive market non-utility. 

A utility can establish a need for their service because 

their customers have no alternative source for that service. 

A non-utility cannot establish a need, using the conno- 

tation of the word used in the Major Facility Siting Act, be- 

cause they are supplying a product to a competitive market 

and the customers do have alternative sources. 

We wish to make it clear that a certificate application 

by a non-utility does not involve need in any way. We do 

not wish to modify the xequirements relating to environmental 

compatibility, 

Respectfully submitted 

+ x L  
~avld S. Gleason 





TESTlMONY ON S B  3 2 0  

SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES COTWITTEE 

FEBRUARY 7 ,  1979  

BY JANELLE FALLAN 

The Montana Chamber o f  C o m m e r c e  o r g i n a l l y  o p p o s e d  t h e  

i n c i c s i o n  o f  n ~ n ~ u t i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  N a j o r  F a c i l i t y  S i t i n g  A c t ,  

b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  s h o u l d  be r e g u l a t e d  

by t h e  f r s e - - m a r k e t  s y s t e m ,  n o t  by t h e  same l a w s  g o v e r n i n g  

u t i l i t j e s .  A company w i t h  a p r o d u c t  t o  s e l l  m u s t  f u l f i l l  some d 
~ u b l i c  n e e d  o r  it will s i n i p l y  g o  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s .  

P r i v a t e  co inpan ie s  s h o u l d  n o t  be f o r c e d ,  t h r o u g h  state 

l a w  o r  r e g u l a t i o n ,  t o  r e v e a l  t h e i r  " t r a d e  s e c r e t s . "  The Departinent 

o f  Nat1:ra l  R e s o u r c e s  and C o n s e r v a t i o n  has a t t e n p t e d ,  t h r o u g h  i t s  

rules i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  ?Cajor  F a c i l i t y  S i t i n g  Rct, t o  p r o t e c t  

conf  i 6 t : n t i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u p p l i e d  5y  a n  a p p l i c a n t  u n d e r  t h e  p u b l i c  

n e e d  c r i t e r i o n .  However, w e  q u e s t i o n  t h e  fundz rnon ta l  r i g h t  of 

t h e  S u r e a u c r a c y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  n ~ e d ' f o r  a p r i v a t e l y  

m a n u f a c t u r e d  p r o d u c t .  

S B  3 2 0  a n s w e r s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p rob lem a n d  we u r g e  i t s  

s u p p o r t .  

# # 



y r  . Chairman and M1:mbcrs o f  t h c  Comm i t t cc! : 

For t h e  r e c o r d ,  my name is  J o a n  Plilcs, and I 11)~)~!.f l  t:od~:: l r - I  o l ) i \ c j s l t i on  to :iE 3 2 1 ~  

as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  E n v i r o n n e n t a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t e r .  The ELC i s  a  s t a t e w i d e  

c i t i z e n s '  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  some 1 5 0 3  m c ~ ~ c r s  frola a l l  arm:; of !,!ont~jn;t. F o r  your  

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  E I C  c o n s i s t s  o f  a n  c l e c t e d  Eoarci of 18 D i r e c t o r s ,  

e l e c t e d  a n n u a l l y  by t h e  membership from 1 5  d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  and  3 a t - l a r g e  

d i s t r i c t s .  The  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  Board members i s  s imilar  t o  y o u r  own r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

i n  t h a t  t h s s e  Board members, i n  t u r n ,  v o t e  o n  and se t  t h e  p o l i c y  f o r  EIC d e c i s i o n s .  

E I C  works  year  r o u n j  r e s e a r c h i n g ,  a n a l y z i n g ,  l o b b y i n g  and n o n i t o r i n g  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  

o u r  government  a n d  o r g a n i z e s  c i t i z e n  a c t i o n  i n  many c o m m m i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .  

A l s o  f o r  you i n f o r m a t i o n ,  I have  a BS d e g r e e  i n  M e d i c a l  Technology and a m  

p r e s e n t l y  a  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  a Nastcr of S c i e n c e  dcgrcc.  f rom t h e  University o f  Montana.  

I have  worked e x t e n s i v e l y  f o r  t h r e e  l-cdrs on t h c  b o t a n i c a l  and b i o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  

of  a i r  a n d -  water pollution and  have  dorie f i e l d  r e s e a r c h  i n  s e v e r a l  a r e a s  o f  Montana 

on  p a r t i c u l a r  t y p e s  o f  a i r  con tami  r :aants  from v a r i o u s  coal c o n v e r s i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  

and  o t h e r  i f i d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

EIC o p p o s e s  s u b s e c t i o n  8, page 4 ,  l i n e s  2 2  t h r o u g h  25  o f  SB 320,  which d e f i n e s  

g a s  a s  commerc ia l  g r a d e  p i p e l i n e  g a s  w l t 1 1  a h c a t l n r j  v a l u e  e x c e e d i n g  900 BTU per  

c u b i c  food  u n d e r  s tar ld; lrd c o n d i t i o ~ i s  o f  tcml)c.r;l t l lr  c and p r e s s u r e .  FZe a r e  c o n c e r n e d  

a b o u t  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  s u c h  a d e f i n i t i o n  cf g a s  i n  t h e  P F S A  i n  vlew of i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  

s e c t i o n  75-20-104, s u b s e c t i o n  7a o f  t h e  MrSP., which  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a n y  f a c i l i t y  p r o -  

d u c l n 5  2 5  m i l l i o n  c u b i c  f e e t  o f  g a s  p e r  d a y  or  more come u n d e r  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  S i t i n g  

A c t .  I n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  dc f i r - l i  t i o n  o f  g.1:; would cxcrnpt a n y  f a c i l i t y  produ-  

c i n g  low BTU gas  w i t h  a  h e a t i n g  v a l u e s  less t h a n  900 BTU. I f  o n e  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e  

b a s i s  o f  c o n v e r t i n g  c o a l  t o  g a s  i n  t l ie  y a s i f i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  t h e r e  i s  no  j u s t i f i c a -  

t i o n  t o  exempt a  low B'l'l! f a c i l i t y  from st:atct rc:vllnw. T h i s  LS bascd on  t i l e  system 

p l l u t i o r l .  The b a s i c  g a s l f c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  i s  ti,c .~~i,-nc whotF,er? t h e  end  p r o d u c t s  are 

low o r  h i g h  i n  BTU v a l u e .  



Coal and steam arc  corablncd ~n a r e d ~ t ~ b n  ~ n ~ . ~ l . ' ~ l r l ~ ]  hcdt  ' i n3  solfie axyqen 

s o u c e  t o  produce carbon monoxldu and hydrogen. T h l s  1s the b u l k  aE the  ( Jas i f i -  

c a t l o n  process.  A t  t h i s  po ln t ,  four bas ic  oFtlorls a r c  ava i l ab le  as a f i n a l  s t e p  

i n  the process.  

I 
1. The CO can be used a s  a  burnable f u c l  source w ~ t h  a low BTU value .  1 
2 .  A r eac t ion  with a n ickel  c a t a l y s t  can be u t i l i z e d ,  producing methane with a 

heat ing  value of 900 BTU. 

! 
3. A r e a c t i o n  can he u t i l i z e d  t o  produce methanol f o r  a l iqu id  f u e l  source. I 
4 .  The hydrogen can be mixed with n i t rogen t o  produce ammonia and u t i l i z e d  i n  

o t h e r  chemical processes.  

Since any one of these  four  opt ions  merely requi res  a  r e l a t i v e l y  small 0 
v a r i a t i o n  a t  the  end of  a very cornplor process a n d  the opt ions  involve the  same - 
ecpipnent ,  the  same water consunption arid the  sarne p o t e n t i a l  p o l l u t i o n  problems, 

we a r e  opposed t o  a r b i t r a r i l y  excmpting everythin7 but the  h i q h  B'TU methane 7 
opt ion  from s t a t e  review. 

Another concern of E I C  is t : l L 1 t  western coal  i s  norc d e s i r a b l e  t o  use i n  gas i -  I 
f i c a t i o n  processes.  Nestern coal  does not clog the equipment a s  much apr highcr ETU 

eas te rn  coa1,and Western coal  does not r e q u i r e  a s  much heat t o  conver t  i t  t o  I 
syn the t i c  gas. Because of t h i s ,  there  i s  an incerltlve t o  use Western coa l  and t o  1 
use tile end-products on-s i t e  i n  " i r ldus t r id l  park" s i t u a t i o n s  f o r  economic reasons. 

T h e  f e d e r a l  government i s  now funnel l ing  more monies i n t o  low BTU g a s i f i c a t i o n  1 
sys tens  because they have proven t o  bc economically v iab le  a s  compared t o  high BTU 

systems, p a r t i c u l a r l y  using western c o a l ,  on - s i t e ,  We a r c  opposed t o  incorpora t ing  I 
a d e f i n i t i o n  of gas ss proposed i r i  SU 320 i n t o  tilt: E.U'SA. We fee l  any d e f i n i t i o n  of 

g z s  should involve extens ive  rev it?^, evaluat ion aricl r e s u l t  from major s t a t e  energy 



ADDRESS1rd F l r  Fir . ;+  b t ' i _ ~ a n k  ~ p l p n a  P.IT DATE 2-7-79 

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT N-RN PTPR p- - - ~lontana 

SUPPORT x x y  OPPOSE AMEND 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 

Comments: W e  suppor t  t h i s  b i l l  because w e  wish t o  remain i n  

. 'an exempt s t a t u s  under t h e  Major F a c i l i t y  S i t i n g  A c t .  

Northern T i e r  P ipe l ine  i s  no t  exempt from i t s  

Environmental Responsib i l i ty  i n  Montana. It  is  p r e s e n t l y  

prepar ing d a t a  f o r  an Environmental Impact s t a tement  w i th  

t h e  Department o f  Natural Resources a s  " lead agency" under 

t h e  Montana Environmental Pol icy A c t  which governs permi ts  

i s sued  by s t a t e  agenc$es..for a i r . .wa te r . . r igh t  of way,.. 

f lood p la ins - - fo res t s  ... road c ross ings  and stream c ross ing .  

Attempts t o  p lace  our  p r o j e c t  under t h e  F a c i l i t y  

S i t i n g  Act a t  t h i 3  time a f t e r  severpl  yea rs  of work would 

be a d i s s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  s o u r  coxpany, 

WARD A .  SI-IANAHAN 
Attorney 
Tel  ( 4 0 6 )  442-8560 
He2Lna. 



DEPARTMENT Or' NATURAL RESOURCES AND C9NSERVATIdK 
PROPOSED PJ.ENDMENTS T C  SB 3 2 3  
AMENDP-IENTS T O  INTRODC'CED R I L L  

(1) Page  3 ,  l i n e s  7 t h r o u g h  11. 
S t r i k e :  u n d e r l i n e d  m a t e r i a l  i n  i t s  entirety. 

( 2 )  Page  3 ,  l i n e  1 7 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  "gas" 
I n s e r t :  "proZuced  from c o a l "  



DEPARTMENT O F  NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 
PROPOSED mlENDMENTS TO S B  323 ( a l t e r n a t e  amendments) 

AMENDMENTS TO INTRODUCED BILL 

(1) Page 3 ,  l i n e s  7 t h r o u g h  11. 
S t r i k e :  u n d e r l i n e d  m a t e r i a l  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  
Page 3 ,  l i n e  17 .  
Fo l lowing :  " g a s "  
I n s e r t :  "produced from c o a l "  

( 2 )  Page 4 ,  between l i n e s  17  and 18 .  
I n s e r t :  " ( 8 )  "Gas means g a s  produced from c o a l  w i t h  a  
h e a t i n g  v a l u e  e x c e e d i n g  200 B r i t i s h  Thermal U n i t s  ( b t u )  
p e r  c u b i c  f o o t  under  s t a n d a r d  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t e m p e r a t u r e  
and p r e s s u r e . "  

( 3 )  Page 4 ,  l i n e  18 .  
' S t r i k e :  8 

I n s e r t :  9 

( 4 )  Page 4,  l i n e  20. 
S t r i k e :  3 
Insert: 10 

( 5 )  Page 4 ,  between l i n e s  23 and 2 4 .  
I n s e r t :  " ( 1 1 )  " S t a n d a r d  c o n d i t i o n s "  means a t e m p e r a t u r e  
of 60 d e g r e e s  F (15 .5  d e g r e e s  C )  a s  a  p r e s s u r e  o f  14 .73 
pounds p e r  s q u a r e  i n c h  a b s o l u t e . "  

( 6 )  Page 4 ,  l i n e  24. 
S t r i k e :  1 0  
I n s e r t :  12  



Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee, water is one 

sf our most cherished possessions in Montana. We are the 

source of water for much of the western part of the United 

States so our H 0 is in great demand by our neighbors. 
2 

SB 185 ;gives an accountability of one large source of water 

that we may not have considered within the definition of 

A20 in Title 85.  his is sewage effluent. Billings has an 

average of 13-14 million gallons a day with a peak of 

18 million gallons per day in the summer. Great Falls has 

8 1/2 million gallons in the winter and 19 1/2 million gallons 

in the sumner. This quantity of sewage effluent is received 

daily by the sewage treatment plants in the cities, These 

plans have "secondary discharge" or discharge back into the d 
water source of approximately the same amount per day. This 

secondary discharge must meet certain requirements established 

by the Department of Health. The discharged water is appropriate 

for irrigation, but nust be treated for domestic use. 

3.4 million gallons per day x 365 = 5.11 billion gallons 
per year. 

The diversion of sewage effluent out of state will have an 1 

adverse impact upon downstream water  users of the water source 
I 

into which the treated water would have flowed. Sewage 

effluent is primarily water, and after treament the w a t e r  
I 

continues as a part of our state's water resource. This bill 

would remove the doubt in Section 85-2-102, MCA, and extend 

the definition of water to include "sewage effluent". * 1 



SB 185 
Page 2 

1 The City of Billings has had some con tac t  with a Texas concern 

interested in obtaining sewage effluent from the city for use 

in a coal slurry pipeline to Texas. The diversion of sewage 

effluent would have an adverse impact on the downstream water 

users on the Yellowstone. This bill would prevent the use 

of sewage effluent in coal slurry pipelines, and other 

diversions which could deplete the state's water resource. 

In 1974, the Legislature expressed its intent that Montana water 

not be used as a medium for the transportation of coal by 

slurry pipelines. This bill would effectuate the intention 

of t h e  1974 amendment to the definition of "beneficial use". 




