
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
BUSINESS & INDUSTRY COYIITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1979 

T h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  B u s i n e s s  and I n d u s t r y  Committee was c a l l e d  
t o  o r d e r  by Chairman Frank Hazelbaker  on t h e  above d a t e  i n  
Rooin 4 6 4  of t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  a t  10:OO a . m .  

ROLL CALL: A l l  members w e r e  p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of 
S e n a t o r  K o l s t a d  who was excused.  

SENATE B I L L  302:  Chairman Hazelbaker  c a l l e d  on S e n a t o r  Regan, -.- 
s p o n s o r  o f  SB 302 t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  b i l l  t o  t h e  Committee. 

S e n a t o r  Regan s t a t e d  S B  302 i s  a n  a c t  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  number o f  
g r o u p s  x h i c h  nay o b t a i n  temporary  p e r m i t s  t o  s e l l  b e e r  G r  a l l  
a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s .  

PROPONEF4TS OF SENATE B I L L  302: S e n a t o r  Rcgan read  a l e t t e r  from 
7- --- 

M r .  B a r r y  L. H j o r t ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  L a u r e l  Golf C l u b .  T h i s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  SB 302. T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  a t t a c h e d .  

S e n a t o r  B i l l  Thomas, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  C o l l e g e  of G r e a t  Fal-is,  
spoke .in s u p p o r t  of S B  302.  

M r .  John F r a n k i n o ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana C a t h o l i c  C o n f e r e n c e ,  
stated they  are i n  s u p p o r t  o f  SE 3 0 2 .  

OPPONENTS OF SENATE BILL 3 0 2 :  M r .  P h i l  S t r o p e ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
Montanal 'avern  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  t h e y  a r e  opposed t o  SB 3 0 2 .  
They do n o t  b e l i e v e  a m a t e u r s  should be i n  the b u s i n e s s  and i n  
c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  r e g u l a r  marke t  p l a c e s .  

M r .  Eob Durkee, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana Tavern  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
spoke i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  S B  302 .  H e  stated t h e r e  are  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
1 , 5 0 0  a v a i l a b l e  p e r m i t s  which i s  d o u b l i n g  the number of o p e r a t i n g  
l i c e n s e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  The s t a t e  o f  New York w e n t  i n t o  
t h e  p e r m i t  sys tem,  and it broke  t h e  l i c e n s e  q u o t a  sys tem.  M r .  
Durkee s t a t e d  he  f e e l s  t h e r e  a r e  t o o  many l i c e n s e s  a l r e a d y .  

M r .  J. D .  Lynch, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Cascade Tavern  P - s s o c i a t i o n ,  
s t a t e d  t h e y  oppose  SE 302. H e  hopes t h e  Cornnittee w i l l  ho ld  up 
a c t i o n  o n  t h e  b i l l ,  because  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  b i l l s  f o r t h c o m i n g  
which a d d r e s s  t h e  quo t a  sys tem.  

S e n a t o r  Dover a sked  a b o u t  t h e  number of  d a y s  t h e  p e r m i t  could be 
used .  

S e n ~ t o r  Regan s t a t e d  t h e  p e r n i t  c o u l d  be u s e d  f o r  60 2 a y s .  4 
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S e n a t o r  Goodover a s k e d  i f  t h i s  b i l l  would c r e a t e  a  c o n f l i c t  
w i t h  a law p a s s e d  two y e a r s  ago.  S e n a t o r  Regan s t a t e d  s h e  
d i d n ' t  know. M r .  Leon Messe r ly  of t h e  Department  of  Revenue 
s t a t e d  t h a t  it would c r e a t e  a  c o n f l i c t .  

S e n a t o r  Lowe s t a t e d  i.t looked l i k e  t h e  b i l l  c o u l d  b e  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d .  

S e n a t o r  Regan s t a t e d  t i g h t e r  l anguage  may have  t c  b e  d r a f t e d  i n t o  
t h e  b i l l .  

Chairman Haze lbaker  s u g g e s t e d  S e n a t o r  Regan work w i t h  S e n a t o r  
Goodover on a n  amendment t o  t h e  b i l l .  They a g r e e d  t o  d o  t h i s .  

The h e a r i n g  on SB 302 was conc luded .  

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 2 3 0 :  S e n a t o r  Lowe moved t h a t  
SENATE BILL 230 DO NOT PASS. S e n a t o r  P e t e r s o n  seconded t h e  
mot ion .  The C o m m i t t e e  v o t e d  unanimously t h e  b i l l  DO NOT PASS. 

SENATE BILL 209: S e n a t o r  Regan f e e l s  t h e  l anguage  i n  t h i s  b i l l  
i s  t o o  vague.  She w i s h e s  t o  t a l k  t o  M r s .  D r i s c o l l  i n  t h e  
I n s u r a n c e  Con~rn i s s ioner ' s  O f f i c e  reyard in r j  an  amendment t o  t h i s  
b i l l .  

S e n a t o r  Goodover o f f e r e d  two amendments t o  SB 209. These  
amendments a r e  a t t a c h e d .  

S e n a t o r  Mehrens moved t h e  amendments proposed by S e n a t o r  Goodover - - - 
b e  a d o p t e d .  The Committee v o t e d  unanimously t o  a d o p t  t h e  
amendments. 

S e n a t o r  P e t e r s o n  a l s o  proposed a n  amendment t o  SB 209. T h i s  
amendment r e f e r s  t o  Page 1, l i n e  22. 

Fo l lowing  : "af  t e r n  
S t r i k e :  " J u l y  1, 1979" 
I n s e r t :  " J a n u a r v  1. 1980" 

M r .  P e t e r s o n ' s  amendment was unanimously_adopted.  

No a c t i o n  w i l l  be t a k e n  on S B  209 u n t i l  w e  g e t  t h e  proposed 
amendment from S e n a t o r  Regan. 

ADJOURN: There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  mee t ing  was 
a d j o u r n e d  a t  1 1 : O O  a.m. 

Sen.  Frank E a z e l b a k e r ,  Chairman 
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Honorable Frank Hazelbaker, Chairman 
Senate Business and Industry Committee 
Montana Senate 
State Capitol 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Chairman Hazelbaker : 

This is to advise the Chairman and the standing 
committee members of the Senate Business and Industry 
Committee that the Laurel. Golf Club strongly supports 
the passage of Senate Bill 302, introduced by Senator 
Regan. The bill would provide an opportunity for a 
country club, such as the Laurel Golf Club, to obtain 
a special permit to sell all alcoholic beverages on a 
special permit basis for not more than sixty (60) days 
during the calendar year. 

The Laurel Golf Club is an organization which 
represents approximately one thousand (1-,000) members in 
the Laurel-Billings area. Presently, although the Club 
has an established restaurant facility and also has an 

, 4  
existing beer and wine license, the Club may not obtain 
an all-beverage license which would permit the sale of 
all alcoholic beverages to its members on-premises. 
This proposed legislction would permit the sale of all- 
beverages during special events during the height of the 
golf season. 

The Board of Directors of the Laurel Golf Club 
and the membership of that organization respectfully 
request that this Cornittee take favorable action upon 
Senator Regan's bill and vote it out of committee with 
a "do-pass" recommendation. 

Very truly yours, 

~ a e r ~  L. Hjort 
Representative of the 
Laurel Golf Club 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO SENATE B I L L  NO.  209 

l i n e  $?I, 
t 

a f t e r  i -nser t  " (o r  7 ,4% if - - 
a l l y  i n  advmce)  ". 

-7 
---/ u- L- .  - -  " 

2. On page 2 ,  l i n e  8,  af ter  "year" and be fo re  the per iod  i n s e r t  

I I  un le s s  t h e  policyowner by w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  i n s u r e r  e l e c t s  t o  d e f e r  - 
payment of i n t e r e s t  u n t i l  i t  has  accrued". 




