
MINITES OF MEETING 
STATE ADMINISTRATION CO?II:JIITTEE 

MONT?J.VA STATE SENATE 

F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1979 

The s e v e n t e e n t h  mee t ing  of t h e  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
C o m m i t t e e  was c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  by S e n a t o r  George R o s k i e ,  V i c e  
Chairman,  on  t h e  above d a t e  i n  Room 442 of  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
B u i l d i n g  a t  10:OO a.m. 

ROLLCALL: A l l  members w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  e x c e p t  S e n a t o r  P e t e  S t o r y  
who was l a t e  from a p r e v i o u s  committee mee t ing .  

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL N o .  224: The A c t i n g  Chairman 
c a l l e d  on S e n a t o r  A l l e n  K o l s t a d ,  s p o n s o r  of  t h e  b i l l  t o  p r e s e n t  
h i s  t e s t i m o n y  a n  S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 224. 

S e n a t o r  K o l s t a d  a d v i s e d  t h i s  was mere ly  a r e p e a l e r  t o  c o r r e c t  a  
probiem i n  c u r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  which r e q u i r e  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  t o  
go  t h r o u g h  a  v e r y  c o m p l i c a t e d  p r o c e d u r e  t o  s e l e c t  a n  a r c h i t e c t ;  
it c a n  t a k e  up  t o  1 6  weeks and t h e  board  c a n  s t i l l  se lec t  any 
a r c h i t e c t  t h e y  choose  a t  t h e  end of  t h i s  t i n e  w i t h o u t  any re- 
s t r i c t i o n  a s  t o  s t a y i n g  w i t h  t h o s e  i n t e r v i e w e d .  Some s c h o o l s  
s a y  t h e  c o s t  of  complying w i t h  t h i s  law exceeds  $120,000.00. 
S e n a t o r  K o l s t a d  t h e n  c a l l e d  on Wayne Buchanan f o r  f u r t h e r  t e s t i -  
mony. 
Wayne Buchanan, D i r e c t o r  o f  S p e c i a l  S e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  Schoo l  Boards 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  b i l l ,  handed o u t  c o p i e s  o f  le t ters  
from George Z e l i i c k ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of Missou la  County High Schoo l ,  
and  Claude  Lackner ,  Chairman of t h e  Board of  T r u s t e e s  o f  School  
~ i s t r i c t  #40, a l o n g  w i t h  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  l aw,  s t a r t i n g  
w i t h  Sec. 20-6-631 and 20-9-204. R e a d i n g  f r o m  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  
20-6 -632  t h r o u g h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  p u b l i c  n o t i c e s  
and r e a s o n a b l e  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  M r .  Buchanan d e m o n s t r a t e d  
t h e  l e n g t h y  p r o c e s s  a s c h o o l  board  u n d e r t a k e s  i n  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a n  
a r c h i t e c t  w h i l e  complying w i t h  e a c h  s t e p .  If s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  
b i d s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  on  a p r o j e c t ,  t h e  law d o e s  s t a t e  i n t e r v i e w s  
may be h e l d  t o g e t h e r  o r  s e p a r a t e l y ;  however,  knowing s c h o o l  board  
members have o t h e r  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  and t h a t  t h e s e  p re -  
s e n t a t i o n s  t a k e  t i m e ,  most  o f  them a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  s e p a r a t e l y ,  
r e q u i r i n g  more p r o c e s s i n g  t i m e .  A f t e r  a l l  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e ,  t h e r e  
i s  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  law r e q u i r i n g  a  board  t o  select a n  i n t e r v i e w e d  
a r c h i t e c t .  Another  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  t h e  amount of money s p e n t  
i n  complying w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  law and t h e  e f f e c t  i n f l a t i o n  h a s  on 
o r i g i n a l  c o s t  e s t i m a t e s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Another  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
law,  Sec .  20-9-204 and f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s ,  a l r e a d y  c o v e r s  t h i s  
p r o c e d u r e  r e g a r d i n g  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  b e i n g  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  law 
t o  comply w i t h  c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n s  when making c o n t r a c t s .  T h i s  l a w  
s a y s  when a  c o n t r a c t  i s  l e t  f o r  o v e r  $4,000.00,  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c  
must  go  t h r o u g h  a  b i d d i n g  p r o c e d u r e  and a l s o  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  
s c h o o l  se lec t  a n  a r c h i t e c t  from t h o s e  i n t e r v i e w e d .  R e  s t r e s s e d  

Y 
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1 t h a t  t h i s  r e p e a l e r  was n o t  a means o f  g e t t i n g  around t h e  law 
i n  c a l l i n g  f o r  b i d s  a s  t h i s  i s  a d e q u a t e l y  covered  b y  a n o t h e r  
s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  law. 

Chad Smi th ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  School  Boards A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s t a t e d  
h i s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  b i l l  and t h a t  h e  would b e  happy t o  answer 
any q u e s t i o n s  t h e  commit tee  might  have .  

Ac t ing  Chairman Roskie  c a l l e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s  of  t h e  b i l l ;  
h e a r i n g  none,  opponen t s  were c a l l e d  f o r .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  John  V i n c e n t ,  C i s t r i c t  7 8 ,  from Bozeman, t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  h e  had s u p p o r t e d  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  1975,  b u t  t h a t  upon 
s t u d y ,  found  t h a t  t h e  two laws r e f e r r e d  t o  by M r .  Buchanan d o  
n o t  have  n e a r l y  a s  much i n  cormon a s  s u g g e s t e d .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
Sec. 20-9-204 r e f e r s  t o  e r e c t i o n  of  new s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  which 
h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s e r v i c e s  c o n t r a c t e d  f o r  
under  Sec .  20-6-634 c a l l i n g  f o r  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g ,  b u t  o n l y  a f t e r  t h e  
s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  job  c o m p e t i t i o n  r e s u l t s  
on lower  c o s t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  h i g h e r  c o s t s  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n ,  and t h a t  
f r o n t - e n d  c o s t s  a r e  v e r y  s m a l l  i n  comparison t o  t h e  r e s u l t s  t h a t  
may b e  g a i n e d  i n  t a k i n g  a  good look a t  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o p o s a l s  and 
s t r u c t u r a l l y  sound i d e a s .  I n  addition, he  s t a t e d  some s c h o o l s  had 
been c o n t r a c t i n g  on a c o n t i n u i n g  b a s i s  w i t h  one a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
f i r m ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a l l o w i n g  c o m p e t i t o r s  i n ,  which h e  f e l t  d i d  n o t  
b e s t  accommodate t h e  needs  o f  t h a t  community which pays  t h e  b i l l  
f o r  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s .  There  a r e  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  work o f  
d i f f e r e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  and he f e l t  t h a t  a l l  f a c t s  s h o u l d  b e  
c o n s i d e r e d  i n  d e c i d i n g  what  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l ,  
community and t h e  s t u d e n t s .  The c o s t s  r e f e r r e d  t o  are n o t  j u s t  
on  t h e  f r o n t - e n d  a s  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  a r e  v e r y  e x p e n s i v e .  P r o f e s -  
s i o n a l s  v a r y  from f i r m  t o  f i r m ,  b u t  6% t o  75 o f  t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  o f  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  u s u a l .  The f e e  c a n  go up a s  much a s  $300,000.00. 
Because t h e  p e o p l e  i n  the community a r e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f  
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  I f e e l  t h e y  have  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  and f e e l  t h e y  have  a  r i g h t  o f  s e l e c t i o n  t o  
some e x t e n t  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t a g e s .  I would b e  w i l l i n g  t o  work on 
some amendments t o  t r y  t o  speed t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  up  a s  t h a t  was 
n o t  done  h e r e .  I n  s u b s e c t i o n  A o f  20-6-632, it s a y s  t h a t  a l l  
t h e s e  a r c h i t e c t s  c a n  b e  i n t e r v i e w e d  a t  once r a t h e r  t h a n  s i n g l e y .  
A s  f a r  a s  r e a s o n a b l e  n o t i c e ,  you c a n  a lways  q u e s t i o n  what  c o n s t i -  
t u t e s  t h a t ,  b u t  t h i n k  t h i s  p r o c e s s  c a n  work more q u i c k l y  i f  t h a t  
is  d e s i r e d  and may s a v e  money i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n .  To stress t h i s  
p o i n t ,  he  c i t e d  a c a s e  where a f l a t  roof  was b e i n g  d e s i g n e d  f o r  a  
Montana s c h o o l  r a t h e r  t h a n  a p i t c h e d  roof  where t h e  r e s u l t s  would 
have  been f u t u r e  maintenance  c o s t s .  H e  concluded by s t a t i n g  t h i s  
p r o c e s s  s h o u l d  b e  k e p t  open t o  t h e  p u b l i c  and open for  c o m p e t i t i o n ;  
t h a t  i t  i s  a  workable  s t a t u t e  and t h a t  he would b e  happy t o  a t t e m p t  
t o  make t h e  p r e s e n t  law less cumbersome i f  t h a t  needs  t o  b e  done .  

No o t h e r  opponents  a p p e a r i n g ,  Vice Chairman Roskie  a s k e d  f o r  
comments. No one  responded .  The c l o s i n g  s t a t e m e n t  was c a l l e d  
f o r .  
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S e n a t o r  K o l s t a d  s t a t e d  t h a t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V i n c e n t  ment ioned 
t h i s  d i d n ' t  c u t  down on c o s t s  b u t  would add t o  t h e  c o s t s ,  a l -  
though h e  d i d n ' t  g i v e  any examples .  We d i d  have  examples where 
t h e  c o s t  i s  much g r e a t e r  under  t h i s  law. The p u b l i c  s h o u l d  have  
ample  i n p u t  i n t o  t h e s e  d e c i s i o n s ,  and h e  t h o u g h t  t h e y  s t i l l  do.  
The s c h o o l  board  w i l l  s t i l l  make t h e  u l t i m a t e  d e c i s i o n  on what  

1 
a r c h i t e c t  t h e y  w i l i  h i r e .  I t  was h i s  o p i n i o n  t h e  t a x p a y e r s  were  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  b i l l  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  money s a v e d .  1 
The h e a r i n g  was opened f o r  q u e s t i o n s .  

1 
S e n a t o r  Rosk ie  e x p r e s s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  t i m e  f rames  ment ioned;  4 
g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h o s e  s e c t i o n s ,  he commented t h e r e  seems t o  b e  a 
series o f  e f f o r t s  r e q u i r i n g  some n o t i c e .  M r .  Buchanan r e p l i e d  
t h a t  it t a k e s  3  t o  4 weeks i n  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  p o r t i o n  and t h e n  
r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e  p e r i o d  a f t e r  n o t i c e  i s  r e c e i v e d  from t h e  a r c h i t e c t  

I 
f i r m s  of t h e i r  i n t e r e s t .  "Reasonable  t i m e "  would p r o b a b l y  b e  122s 
t h a n a w e e k .  Thestatuteisquitespecificontheproceduretc 1 
b e  f o l l o w e d .  Most s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  u s e  10 t a y s  a s  a  r u l e ,  a l t h o u g h  
some d i s t r i c t s  g i v e  two weeks. Sec .  20-6-632 r e q u i r e d  a t  l e a s t  
two weeks p u b l i c  n o t i c e .  Giv ing  a  minimum n o t i c e  t i m e ,  7 weeks 
would b e  o n e ,  a  one-week n o t i c e  i n  e a c h  s t e p .  Giv ing  t h e  maximuii 
n o t i c e ,  t h e  amount o f  t i m e  c o u l d  b e  up t o  16 weeks. 

1 
S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  l e t t e r  from Schoo l  D i s t r i c t  40 ,  1 
how many y e a r s  a r e  t h e r e  on t h e s e  bond i s s u e s ,  t o  which M r .  Buchanan 
responded  t h a t  t h e  u s u a l  i s  20 y e a r s .  S e n a t o r  J e r g e s o n  t h e n  
q u e s t i o n e d  i f  M r .  Buchanan was r e q u e s t i n g  e l i m i n a t i n g  7 weeks on  
t h e  f r o n t - e n d  o f  t h a t ,  and was answered i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e .  

S e n a t o r  Ryan, a d d r e s s i n g  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V i n c e n t ,  a s k e d  when h e  
f i r s t  g o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  and d i d  h e  t r y  t o  t i e  i t  down t o  a  
t i m e  l i m i t  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  " r e a s o n a b l e  n o t i c e " .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

I 
V i n c e n t  r e sponded  h e  had n o t  because  t h e y  f e l t  t h e r e  shou ld  b e  a 
c e r t a i n  amount of f l e x i b i l i t y  and t h e y  szw no abuse  o f  t h e  r e a s o n -  
a b l e  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t .  

I 
S e n a t o r  Rosk ie  q u e s t i o n e d  i f  a l l  s c h o o l  b o a r d  m e e t i n g s  were u s u a l l y  
open and i n  s i t u a t i o n s  l i k e  t h i s ,  t h e r e  would be  a  s o r t  of  p ro -  
c e d u r e  f o l l o w e d ,  even i f  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  mandated. Chad Smith re- 

I 
p l i e d  t h e y  have  t o  be  open mee t ings  under  t h e  p r e s e n t  laws govern-  
i n g  m e e t i n g s .  The t i m e  m a t t e r  i s  i m p o r t a n t  from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  
t h a t  c o s t s  a r e  f i x e d .  I f  i t  t a k e s  a d d i t i o n a l  t i m e  t o  select  a n  

1 
a r c h i t e c t ,  t h e  d e l a y  w i l l  change t h e  c o s t  f i g u r e s  a n d  t h e y  c a n ' t  
b u i l d  f o r  what  t h e y  o r i g i n a l l y  e s t i m a t e d .  1 
S e n a t o r  Rosk ie ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  Sec.  20-6-533 and 634,  s t a t e d  it 
seemed t h i s  i s  a  v e r y  ex tended  sys tem t o  s e l e c t  a  f i r m .  Represent -  
a t i v e  V i n c e n t  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  does  a l l o w  p u b l i c  i n p u t  b u t  o n l y  a f t e r  

4 
t h e  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  h a s  been comple ted .  H e  s t r e s s e d  t h e r e  was 
more t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  s e l e c t i n g  a f i r m .  I f  you have 
o n l y  one a r c h i t e c t  f i r m  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d ,  u s u a l l y  t h e y  have one 
i d e a  t o  p r o p o s e .  I f  t h e r e  i s  no o t h e r  i n p u t  from a  d i f f e r e n t  
f i r m ,  t h e n  you w o u l d n ' t  have  any e x p e r t  t e s t i m o n y  on  t h e  f i r s t  
i d e a  and no c o u n t e r  p r o p o s a l s  r e g a r d i n g  d e s i g n  and c o s t .  A l t e r n a -  
t i v e  methods s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  f i g u r e  t h e  lower 
c o s t s  and g e t  t h e  b e s t  s e r v i c e s .  

i 
I 
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I 
S e n a t o r  Rosk ie  a g a i n  q u e s t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  was b r o u g h t  i n  
a t  a p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  when t h e y  d i d n ' t  know what  k i n d  o f  b u i l d i n g  
t h e y  r e q u i r e d .  A r c h i t e c t s  s h o u l d  be  c a p a b l e  o f  d o i n g  what  t h e  
c l i e n t  d e s i r e d  and t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  b e  asked  t o  d e s i g n  a  b u i l d i n g  
t o  f i t  t h e  s c h o o l  needs  and i t s  budge t .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V i n c e n t  
s t a t e d  t h e  d i s a g r e e m e n t  i s  t h e  t i m e  i n  which t o  d o  t h i s ,  b u t  
t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  t i m e  f o r  a c o u n t e r  approach by a  d i f f e r e n t  a r c h i -  
t ec t  when s e l e c t i n g  p r o c e s s  was b e i n g  done;  t h a t  t h e  f r e e  ex- 
change o f  i d e a s  would more t h a n  be  wor th  t h e  c o s t .  

S e n a t o r  Ryan q u e s t i o n e d  i f  t h e  p u b l i c  a c t u a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
such  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t o  which M r .  Buchanan r e p l i e d  t h e y  showed l i t t l e  
i n t e r e s t  u n l e s s  i t  p e r t a i n e d  t o  t h e  d e s i g n .  

There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  was c l o s e d  on  S B  2 2 4 .  

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL NO. 287 :  S e n a t o r  Rosk ie ,  A c t i n g  
Chairman, c a l l e d  on S e n a t o r  Tom Towe, B i l l i n g s ,  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  
b i l l  t o  p r e s e n t  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  on S e n a t e  B i l l  # 2 8 7 .  

S e n a t o r  Towe s t a t e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  a t  hand i s  paperwork and i s  v e r y  
f r u s t r a t i n g  t o  a  l a r g e  number of c i t i z e n s .  There i s  a  l a r g e  amount 
of paperwork r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  f i l l e d  o u t  e v e r y  y e a r  and s u b m i t t e d  
t o  t h e  government by b o t h  b u s i n e s s  and i n d i v i d u a l  p e r s o n s .  H e  
c i t e d  s e v e r a l  fo rms ,  such  a s  workers  compensat ion  fo rms ,  i n d u s t r i a l  

1 
a c c i d e n t  forms and l i c e n s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a s  a  few o f  t h e s e .  A l s o ,  
many o f  t h e  s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s  r e q u i r e  a  g r e a t  number o f  v e r y  
s i m i l a r  r e p o r t s .  The N a t i o n a l  F e d e r a t i o n  of  Independen t  B u s i n e s s  
conduc ted  a  s u r v e y  which i n d i c a t e d  155,000 man-hours a  y e a r  i n  
Montana were  expended by b u s i n e s s  p r e p a r i n g  government f o m s .  
T h i s  amounts t o  $1.4 m i l l i o n  a n n u a l l y  t o  comply w i t h  s t a t e  paper -  
work, a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e i r  Montana members which 
number 5 ,000  s m a l l ,  i ndependen t  b u s i n e s s e s .  The a v e r a g e  f i g u r e  
d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  g roup  was t h a t  i t  c o s t  $274.00 p e r  member a  
y e a r  j u s t  f i l l i n g  o u t  government  forms.  T h a t  r e s u l t s  i n  a  t o t a l  
c o s t  o f  $ 4 . 9  m i l l i o n  a  y e a r ,  p r o j e c t i n g  it t o  a l l  s t a t e  b u s i n e s s  
a l o n e ,  n o t  c o u n t i n g  t h e  c i t i z e n s  who a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  f i l l  o u t  
government  forms.  There  shou ld  be  q u i t e  some s a v i n g s  t o  t h e  
s t a t e  government if t h e  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  f o m s  c o u l d  b e  e l i m i n a t e d .  
I t h i n k  t h e  same job  c o u l d  b e  done more e f f i c i e n t l y  by  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  
o f  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  of forms f o r  u s e  b y  s e v e r a l  a g e n c i e s .  S e c t i o n  
2 s ta tes  t h a t  a l l  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  w 5 l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r ev iew i t s  
forms and se ts  o u t  how t h e s e  forms o r  paperwork c o u l d  b e  e l i m i n a t e d .  
A commit tee  i s  s e t  up i n  t h i s  b i l l  t o  c o n s i d e r  how t h i s  c o u l d  b e  
done.  The i n t e r i m  commit tee  would s t u d y  t h e  recommendations o f  
t h e  a g e n c i e s .  I f e e l  t h a t  when t h i s  r e v i e w  i s  b e i n g  done,  t h e  
a g e n c i e s  w i l l  d i s c o v e r  on t h e i r  own i f  t h e r e  i s  d u p l i c a t i o n  which  
c o u l d  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  o r  t h a t  t h e  same form c o u l d  b e  u t i l i z e d  by 
s e v e r a l  a g e n c i e s  and d e p a r t m e n t s .  The committee se t  up under  
t h i s  b i l l  e x p i r e s  and would b e  s u n s e t t e d  on J a n u a r y  1, 1981  when 

1 
i t s  work i s  comple ted .  
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B a r r y  S tephenson ,  governmenta l  a f f a i r s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  Independent  B u s i n e s s ,  p r e s e n t e d  w r i t t e n  
t e s t i m o n y ,  copy o f  which i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e s e  o r i g i n a l  m i n u t e s ,  
and  summarized h i s  t e s t i m o n y  f a v o r i n g  S e n a t e  E i l l  N o .  287.  H e  

d 
s t a t e d  i n  t h e  s u r v e y  o f  t h e i r  5,000 owners and o p e r a t o r s  c f  
b u s i n e s s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  89% s a i d  t h e y  would l i k e  t o  see 
l e g i s l a t i o n  passed  t o  s i m p l i f y  t h e  paperwork t h e y  a r e  r e q u i r e d  

I 
b y  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  t o  h a n d l e .  H e  a l s o  ment ioned t h a t  government  
a g e n c i e s  may s a v e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  money by c o n s o l i d a t i n g  forms a s  
was done i n  Washington and Oregon. H e  handed o u t  c o p i e s  o f  r e p o r t s  
o f  p r o g r e s s  and c o s t s  r e l a t i v e  t o  a  s i m i l a r  p r o j e c t  i n  t h o s e  

I 
s t a t e s .  Washington found i t  was spend ing  a b o u t  $80 m i l l i o n  o n  
p a p e r  work a l o n e .  1 
Chad Smi th ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Montana H o s p i t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a l s o  
t e s t i f i e d  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t i n g  t h i s  was v e r y  d e a r  t o  
t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  a s  t h e y  have  a n  e x t r e m e l y  l a r g e  number 

I 
of forms t o  comply w i t h .  A t  S t .  Pe te r ' s  a l o n e ,  t h e  a c c o u n t i n g  
d e p a r t m e n t  used  t o  b e  v e r y  s m a l l ,  one  p e r s o n  c o u l d  h a n d l e  it; 
now i t  t a k e s  15 t o  18  p e o p l e  t o  h a n d l e  t h a t  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  work l o a d  
b e c a u s e  o f  i n c r e a s e d  paperwork.  Form c o n s o l i d a t i o n  s h o u l d  5e 

I 
c o n s i d e r e d  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h i s  problem. 

V i c e  Chairman Rosk ie  c a l l e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  p r o p o n e n t s .  There  b e i n g  
none,  opponents  w e r e  a sked  t o  come f o r t h .  None appeared .  

C l o s i n g  s t a t e m e n t  was c a l l e d  f o r .  

I n  c l o s i n g ,  S e n a t o r  Towe s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  co-sponsor  of  t h e  b i l l ,  
S e n a t o r  Goodover, s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i t  may n o t  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a  new i n t e r i m  committee t o  h a n d l e  t h i s ;  t h a t  it c o u l d  

I 
b e  a s s i g n e d  t o  one  of t h e  o t h e r  commit tees  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g .  H e  
proposed t h e  f o l l o w i n g  amendment: 

Page 1, l i n e  13 .  Fol lowing "means", s t r i k e  " the1 '  and 
i n s e r t  " a n " .  Fo l lowing  "committee",  s t r i k e  "on" and 
i n s e r t  "of  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d e s i g n a t e d  by  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  

1 
c o u n c i l  t o  d e a l  w i t h " .  

Page 1, l i n e  1 4 .  Fol lowing "paperwork",  i n s e r t  "and perform 
t h e  d u t i e s  and e x e r c i s e  t h e  powers set  f o r t h  i n  S e c t i o n s  4 
and 5 h e r e i n . "  

S t r i k e  s e c t i o n s  3, 4 ,  5 ,  6 and 7 ,  and renumber a l l  sub- 
s e q u e n t  s e c t i o n s .  

1 
A c t i n g  Chairman Roskie reminded t h e  committee t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
c a u c u s  i n  a  few m i n u t e s ,  s o  q u e s t i o n s  would h a v e  t o  b e  very  b r i e f ,  

1 
o r  t h e y  would have  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  sponsor  l a t e r .  1 
S e n a t o r  Ryan, a d d r e s s i n g  h i s c o m e n t  t o  S e n a t o r  Towe, s t a t e d  he  
t h o u g h t  t h e  i d e a  of a s s i g n i n g  t h i s  t o  a n o t h e r  commit tee  i s  de- 
meaning o f  t h e  b i l l .  S e n a t o r  Towe responded t h a t  h e  would p r e f e r  
t o  keep  t h e  b i l l  t h e  way it  i s ,  b u t  s u b n i t t e d  t h e  amendment a t  
t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  S e n a t o r  Goodover f o r  t h e  c o ~ m i t t e e  t o  c o n s i d e r .  

1 
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S e n a t o r  Ryan q u e s t i o n e d  if Montana had a  forms c o n t r o l  o f f i c e r  
now, t o  which M r .  S t ephenson  r e p l i e d  t h a t  he  w a s  n o t  a w a r e  o f  
any.  

ADJOURNMENT: 

There  b e i n g  no f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e  mee t ing  w a s  a d j o u r n e d  by 
A c t i n g  Chairman Rosk ie  a t  11:05 a.m. 
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Testimony given by: National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) 

Cornmi t tee :  L dd ~ - ; J $ C  4 

Bate: February 5, 1979 

Issue: State  Required Paper Work, S.B. J $ 7  - - 
Mr. Chairman,..and members of the corrnittee. I am Barry Stephenson, 

a governmental a f f a i r s  representative f o r  the National Federa t ion of 

Independent Business ... NFIB. We represent more than 5,000 owners and 
operators of small , independent businesses in the s t a t e .  

S ta te  government required paper work i s  a s igni f icant  problem fo r  

small business owners. Eighty-nine percent of our members in  a statewide 
survey said they would l ike  to see leg is la t ion  passed o r  a n  Executive Order 

issued t h a t  would assign an exis t ing agency the responsibi l i ty  of e l  iminating, 

consolidating or  simplifying the forms and other paper work required of 

business. 
d We also  found tha t  seventy-two percent of our members a re  spending 

up  t o  two hours a week on s t a t e  required paper work. Another twenty-three 
percent said they spent from three to  ten hours a week on such paper work. 

Based upon these f igures ,  we estimate our members a re  spending 
156900Q man-hours a year "working" for  s t a t e  government. This i s  time 

spent apar t  from productive business a c t i v i t i e s .  
We asked our members to  estimate the i r  cost  in  preparing these 

s t a t e  required reports and forms. Costs such as  c l e r i ca l  time, accountant 
and attorney fees.  According t o  our returns,  we estimate on a conservative 

basis,  they are  spending $1.4 million annually to  comply with s t a t e  required 

paper work. This averages out to  $274.00 a member. 

I f  you apply tha t  cost to  a l l  non-farm businesses i n  Montana i n  

1975, of which our members represent twenty-seven percent, you find t h a t  

s t a t e  required paper work accounts for  a 84.9 mill ion drag on the s t a t e ' s  

economy. Something needs to  b s  done to get  control of the paper work 

problem. 



1 We have worked with the State  of Oregon over the past several 

years as they gained control over the i r  prol i ferat ing paper work. A t  
the direct ion of the Governor, a Forms Management System was ins t i tu ted  

i n  1976. I t  used exis t ing personnel. Within one year, the system 

eliminated or  consolidated 900 forms o u t  of the 4,500 reviewed. The 

estimated savings in printing and processing costs amounted to more than 

$500,000. 

As an example of what can be done, the Oregon Department of 

Agriculture consolidated into one master application form, the informt ion  

needed fo r  more than 50 licenses and permits the department issued. This 
eliminated 50 or  more individual application forms. 

I 'm not saying that  Montana can real ize such savings, but any 

savings tha t  can be realized in t h i s  era of government spending 1 imitations 

will be welcomed. State  agencies benefit  i n  lower cos ts ,  small business 

benefits with less  work to  do on non-productive functions and the tax- 

payer benef i  t s .  

I I believe the mandate contained in S. 8.667 will s t a r t  the 

necessary actions f o r  the s t a t e  to  come to grips with the paper work 

problem tha t  faces small business in Flontana. We ask tha t  you give 

S. B.367 a DO PASS recommendation. 



AN EQUAL O?PORTUNITY EtA?LOYEx 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTPAEYJT 4 

240 COTTAGE STREET S.E. e a SALEM, OREGObI 373 10 

R B E R T  V/. STRAUB 
March 25 ,  7976 

To : All S t a t e  Agency Administrators 

From: S ta f fo rd  Hansel1 J/J' 
Subject:  Forms Management Program 

Def in i t ion :  "Forms Affecting the  Public" include any form o r  
record resu i r inq  the f i l l - i n  of  data by o r  f o r  
individual  c i  t i i e n s ,  businesses o r  organizat ions ,  
o r  local  governments. This includes handwritten, 
typed, p r i n t ed ,  and data processing forms. Ex-. 
cluded a r e  forms used on1 y within a S t a t e  Agency 
o r  between S t a t e  Agencies. 

1.  By April 1 ,  9976, each agency head wi l l  appoint a  Forms Off ice r  
from ex i s t i ng  s t a f f  t o  review forns  f o r  c l a r i t y ,  content ,  length ,  
c o s t  and considera t ion of  a l t e r n a t e  methods. 

2. By May 1 , 1976, each agency wi l l  es tabl  i  sh e i t h e r  a Forms 
Review Committee o r  comparable capacity t o  review a l l  agency 
forms a f f ec t i ng  the public.  This work wi l l  be dSrected by t he  
Forms Off ice r .  

3 .  The agency head o r  deputy wi l l  have f i n a l  review approval of a11 
fo rns  a f f ec t i ng  t he  public.  

4 .  Agency forms management wi l l  include,  but not be l imi ted t o ,  t h e  
following: 

a .  A standard method wi l l  be adopted t o  request  and develop 
f o r m s  within the  agency. 

b.  All forms w i l l  bear a number and the da te  o f  ,adoption o r  
rev i s ion .  A forms r e g i s t e r  w i l l  be maintained by t h p  Forms 
Off ice r .  4 

c .  All  forms wi l l  be f i e l d  t e s t e d ,  before adoption ' o r  r ev i s ion ,  
, with the public f o r  whon the  form i s  intended. 



d .  F c r ~ s  wi l l  be designed l,~i t h  c l a r i t y  of purpose i n  mind. 

e. Major forms wi l l  inciude o r  be accompanied by c l e a r  ins t ruc-  
t i ons  fo r  the public.  

f .  A review of the  o r ig ina l  reason fo r  a form, i . e . ,  f edera l  
l a:$ o r  regu la t ion ,  s t a t e  s t a t u t e ,  nevi agency program, e t c . ,  
w i  11 be made t o  determine i f  the  forn  i t s e l f ,  o r  any of 
i t s  con ten t ,  can be el iminated.  

g. Unuzed obsole te  forns  piill be purged and destroyed o r  re- 
cycl ed. 

5. By Ju ly  1 , 1976, a1 1 agencies wi l l  have f i e l d  t es ted  t h e  most 
f requez t ly  used ex i s t i ng  major fo rns ,  including a l l  forms of two 
pages o r  nore o f  8-1/2 x 11 inch s i ze .  

6. By Ju ly  I ,  1976, a l l  agency heads wi l l  r epor t  t o  the  Governor t h 2  
r e s u l t s  of t h e i r  forms management system t o  da te ,  including 
examples of forms s impl i f i ca t ion  o r  el imination.  

7.  The C z p a r t ~ e n t  of General Services,  i n  coordination w i t h  the  
Executive Department, t r i l l  survey a1 l agencies'  forms management 
systems t o  i den t i fy  t o t a l  nunber of forns a f fec t ing  t h e  publ ic ,  
poss ible  dupl icat ion and overal l  inpact  of federal  and leg is -  
l a t i v e  ac t ions  upon s t a t e  forms manzg2zent. 

The Gepartment of General Services wi l l  subsequently develop a 
Forms Planagment Manuzl out l in ing areas of r e spons ib i l i t y ,  forms 
managezeni p r inc ip les  and techniques and uniform procedures f o r  
a17 forns  including intra-agency and inter-agency forms. 

Executive Department 
Budget and Management Division 
March 25, 1976 
Contact: Chuck Crump (378-4833) 



Ken Jahnson t 
3&' Robzr t  GI. Snt'th 

F,,,: C h u c k  Crurnp 

DATF::. February 10,  1977 

S U ~ ~ E C T :  Forms Savings t o  the  S t a t e  

Assumptions 

( a )  Cost p s r  average forms o rde r  = $135 (pe r  S t a t e  P r i n t e r )  

(b) Adininistrat ive Costs a r e  21 times f o r  each one d o l l a r  of forms p r i n t i n g  
c o s t  ( pe r  Business Forms Martagemeat Association) 

Therefore:  

654 'forms e l iminated x $135 = $89,640 - d o l l a r s  saved t o  t h e  s t a t e ;  and 
$89,640 x 21 = $1,882,440 - which would be a cos t  avoidance t o  a l l .  t h e  
var ious  s t a t e  agencies who eliminated those  forms. 1 
These f i g u r e s  do not  include the  savings information presented i n  Ju ly ,  
1976 a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  i n i t i a l  e f f o r t s  i n  e l imina t ing ,  reducing and/or 
s impl i fying forms. A t  t h a t  time t h e  following f i gu re s  were submitted: 

1 
f 
b, a 
d Total f o r a s  reviewzd = 1,235 1 

Total forms revised = 199 I 
Total forms e l iminated = 128 

Total forms f i e l d  t e s t e d  = 421 1 
c o s t  Savinqs . I 
Saved i n  p r in t i ng  c o s t s  = $ 1 7 , 2 9 5  .1 

Avoided i n  processing cos t s  = 363 258 I 
Total $380,556 

1 
Pub1 i  c  Inpzct Savings I 

As i s  ind i ca t ed ,  t he  foregoing c o s t s  represent  savings only t o  the s t a t e  
agencies and do n o t  r e f l e c t  any d i r e c t  d o l l a r  or  time savings t o  t he  publ ic ,  
businesses  o r  local  government. The next s tage  i n  our overa l l  forms improve- 
ment process wi l l  be t o  at tempt t o  assess  d i r e c t  savings t o  t h e  publ ic .  1 
CLC: d l  d 



GEORGE M ZELLICK 
JUICRlNrENOENt 

MINISTRATION BUILDING 
2101 BW STREET 

#ISSOULA, PaNTTAMA 59801 
fEhEPMHE: 406/728-2400 

January  16, 1979 

Mr. Wayne Buchanan 
Montana School Boards  Association 
501 North Sanders  
Helena, Montana 5 96 0 1 

Dear Wayne: 
I 

I 

I am 'sudFitting the  following data  as you requested regarding 75 -68 15: 

1. By following the a rchi tec t  selection procedures  as outlined 
in  Section 75-6815 we normally anticipate and eight week 

/ delay on a construction project. 
I 
2 ;  Our  bond i s sue  of June 1978 totaled $1 1,527, 100. 00. Of 

this amount $10, 150, 000. 00 was for  construction purposes.  

3.  Construction cost  inflation during this  per iod was est imated 
at 1030 pe r  annum o r  .0083 p e r  month.. 

4. Based on these  f igures  procrastination due to  the a rchi tec t  
select ion procedures  reduced the purchasing power on the 
pro jec t  by approximately $1 69, 000. 00. 

5. , In addition t o  the inflation fac tor ,  t h e r e  w e r e  additional 
cos t s  associated with the procedures  which included inc reased  
use of advert isement ,  supplies, uti l i t ies and travel.  

6. Finally,  our  d is t r ic t  fee ls  that accomplishment  in proportion 
to t i m e  consumed by Board and staff m e m b e r s  i s  negligible. 

Sincerely,  

Geo ge w ~ e l l i c k  

' A N  EQUAL OPPORTI INIT./ FMPI  nvcaS8 
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Januai 3rd of 1978. Aftcr resscniolo t h ,  Ja- 17, 1978, 
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4 
appxO*%&? o f  $57,000.00 lost t- to us. 
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Oendidatos. The 8 ornLidates  presented shi l iar  sEGe &-me !ithe 
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QAm umm, 
C'hsiraan h a r d  of Truotsso 
Bahool Diotriot #40 



(3) As 8 service to districts, the superintendent of public instruction may review 
t h e  plans and specifications submitted to the  depar tment  of administration to 
assist the districts in designing facilities for optimum utilizetion. 

History: En. 76-8208 by Sec. 478, Cb 6, L 1971; ant!. S e c  11, Ch. 504, L 
1977; IgC31.1947,76-8206. 

20-6-623. D e p a r t r n e r t  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  r e v i e w  of con-  
s t r u c t i o n  p lans .  All school construction plsns requiring state review and approval 
shall be silbrnitted to the department of administration for approval. The depart- 
ment  shall be responsible for coordination of sin001 construction plan review and 
approval required by any other stzte agency. 

&tory: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 49, L 1973; RC.M. 1947.76-8206.1. 

20-6-624. S c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  plans and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  a p p r o v a l  b e f o r e  
payment. (1) T h e  trustees of a district shall not make any payment under any 
contract for the construction of schmI facilities until the plans and spocifiuitions 

-for such construction have been approved under the provisions of 20-6-622. 
(2) Any contractor, architect, trustee, or any other person, firm, or corporation 

who shall violate the provisions of 20-6-622, this section, or any reljulation promul- 
geted by the  state board of health and environmend sciences or the  state fire mar- 
shal  shall  be  deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and,  upon conviction, shall  be 
punished by a fine of not less than $100 or more than $500. 

i History: En 76-8208 by S e c  480, Ch. 6, L. 1971; R.C.M. 1947.76-8208. 
I 

/ 20-6-625. A u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  lease b u i l d i n g s  o r  l a n d  f o r  s c h o o l  p u r -  
) poses. T h e  trustees of any district may lease buildinqs or land suitable for school 

- - purposes when i t  is within the best interests of the  district to lease such building 
I or kind from the county, municipality. another district, or any person. The lease 
may be for a term of not more than 3 years unless prior approval of the qualified 

.- . electors of the district is obtained in the manner prescribed by law for school elec- 
tions, in which case the  lease may be for a term of not more than 99 years. U7hen- 
ever the lzase is for a period of t h e  ths t  is longer than the current school fisca! 
year, the lease requirements for the succeeding school fiscal years shall be an obli- 
gation of the final budgets for such years. 

History: En. 76-8209 by Sec. 481. Ch. 6, L. 1971; a m d  Sec. 2,, Ch. 424. L 1977; 
RCSX, 1947.75-8209. 
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20-6-826 t h r o u g h  20-6-630 reserved I H b b ~ y :  Ez. 76-61 1 
20-8-631. W h e n  c o ~ t r a c t s  f o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s e r v i c e s  r e q u i r e d .  When- ' 20-6-634. T e n t *  

ever the  estimated ccst of m y  building, furnishing, repairing, or other work for the the awarding of the c 
benefit of a school district exceeds $5O,G00 and requires aichitectu;.d services, such firm to 
services shall be by contract. meetings, one to r,ovi 

final proposals, shall 
=tory: En. 75-6816 by S e c  1. Ch. 370. L 1976; RC-M. 1947,75-6816. able public notice. ~t 

'testimony from the  pl  
20-6-632. P r o c e d u r e s  p u r s u a n t  t o  a w e r d i n g  a c o n t r a c t  f o r  a r c h i t e c -  ! 

taral s e r v i c e s .  (1) The  trustees of a school district shall adhere to the fol!owing 1 History: En. 76-68 
procedure in awarding a contract for architectural services when such services are 1 

. required: . 1 1 20-6-635. C o n t r  
(a) Interview representatives of a t  least three certified architectural firms, pro- encouraged.but not 

vided that a t  least three such firms apply, zfter advertising that  interviews will be operzting in Montana 
rnnducted for the purpose of procuring architectural services. The  advertisements i 
shall be published in a newspaper of general statewide circulation a t  least twice History: E~ 75-68: 



C E ~ h  week for 3 consecutive we2b.s or no less than two times in the semimonthly 
publication of the hlontana deuartment of ndrninistration that  provides for the 
atatewide ~ ~ n o u n c e r n e n t  of projects requiring professional services. The  advertise- 
ments shall include a description of the proposed work for which architectural ser- 
~ c e  are needed. Following a reasonable time period after ell intererjted firms have 
~ o t i f i e d  t h e  trustees of their interest. t he  trustees shall give reasonable public 
mt ice  of the schedule of interviews. These interviews shall be open to  the public. 

(b) The trustees may interview all firms together or separately, During each 
interview the trustees shall: 1 

( i )  review current statements of the  qualifications & ~ d  pest performarice records 
of the firm, as provided by the  firm; 

( i i )  conduct discussions with the  firm regarding anticipated concepts and t h e  
~ k t i v e  merits of alternative methods for furnishing the required services; 

(iii) coriider questions and testimony from the public; 
(iu) exe ide r  or request any other inf~rmat ion of the fm which they, the  

trimtea, deem relevant. 
(c) Upon completion of the interviews and after a reasonable time period, the 

-tees shall give reasonable public notice of their tentative selection of a firm. 
/(d) The trustees shall select one firm from those interviewed and shall give 

r e w a b i e  public notice of their final selection. 
,(e) The  trustees shall give reasonable public notice of and hold a public meetkg 

to consider any questions and testimcny from the public regtirding the architectural 
d c e s  to be performed. 
(2) For the purposes of 20-6-631 through 20-6-636, "reasonable public notice" 

me- a notics or advertisement published in a newspaper or newspapers that will 
givenutice to t h e  largest number of people in the  district as determined by the - 

trustees, and "reasonable time period" means a time between public meetings and 
public notices sufficient to allow the  public to be cognizant of such events a3 deter- 
mined by t he  trustees. 

Kistari: En. 76-6816 by Sec. 2, Ch. 370, L 1975; RC.?rl. 1947.76-6816. 

20-8-633. N e g o t i a t i o n  o f  fees. After selecting a firm, the  trustees shal l  
negotiate with the selected firm a fair and reasonable fee for the architectural ser- 
vices a s  described by t h e  school district 's scope of the  work. In the  event the  
trustees ar,d the firm are unable to negotiate a fair and reasonable fee, the trustees 
may select another firm, provided the trustees again give reasonable public notice 
of their selectior.. 

ELtory: En. 75-6817 by Sec. 3. Ch. 370, L 1976; R.C.M. 1947.76-8817. 

20-6-634. T e n t a t i v e  a n d  final p r o p o s a l s  - pub l i c  mee t ings .  Following 
the awarding of the contract, the trustees shall meet zs oftter. as Eecessary with the 
architectural firm to review the firm's plans and proposals. At least two of these 
meetings, one to review the firm's preliminary plans and one to review the firm's 
final proposals, shall be public meetings held after the trustees nave given reason- 
able public notice. At these meetings the trustees shall consider any questions and 
testimony from the  public. 

History: En. 75-6818 by Sec. 4, Ch. 370, L. 1975; RC-M. 1947.75-6818. 

20-6-635. C o n t r a c t s  w i t h  M o n t a n a  firms e n c o u r a g e d .  T h e  trustees are 
encouraged but  no t  required to award architectural contracts to  firms based or  
operating in Montana. 

Iiistory: Ea 76-6819 by Sec. 6, Ch. 370. L 1976; R.C.M. 1947.75-e819. 



EDUCATION 

20-9-204. P e c u n i a r y  interests, l e t t i n g  con t rac t s ,  a n d  calling f o r  bids. 
(1) It  is unlawful for any trustee to: 

(a)  have any pecuniary interest, either directly or indirectly, in any contract for 
the  erection of any school building or for warming, ventilating, furnishing, o r  
repairing the same; 

(b) be in any manner connected with the furnishing of supplies for the mainte- 
nance and operation of the schools; or 

(c)' be employed in any capacity by the school district of which he is trustee. 
(2) Whenever the ejcimated cost of anv building, furnishing, repairing, or other 

work for the benefit of the district or purchasing of supplies for the district exceeds 
the sum of $4,000, the work done or the purchase made shall be by contract. Each 
such contract must be let to the lowest responsible bidder after advertisement for 
bids. Such advertisement shall be published in the newspaper which will give notice 
to the largest number of people of the district as determined by the trustees. Such 
advertisement shall be made once each week for 2 consecutive weeks and t h e  
second publication shall be made not less than 5 days or more thzn 12 days before 
consideration of bids. A contract not let pursuant to this section shall be void. 

(3) Whenever bidding is required, the trustees shall award the contract to the  
lowest responsib!e bidder, except that  the trustees may reject any or all bids. 

(4) With regard to contracting for work or supplies, the board of trustees of a 
community college district are subject to 20-15-104. 

History: En. 75-6808 by  Sec. 244, Ch. 6 ,  L. 1971; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 42, L 1971; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 149, L 1973; amd. Sec. 18, Ch. 266, L. 1977; R.C.hI; 1937, 
76-6808. 

20-9-205. P r o h i b i t i o n  o n  d i v i s i o n  o f  c o n t r a c t s  t o  c i r c u m v e n t  b i d  
r e q u i r e m e n t s .  (1) Whenever any lzw of this state provides a limitation upon the 
amount of money that  a school district can expend upon any pcblic work or con- 
struction project without letting such puhlic work or construction project to con- 
tract under competitive bidding procedures, a school district shall hot circumverit 
such provision by dividing a puhlic work or construction project or quantum of 
work to  be performed thereunder which by its nature or character is integral t o  
such public work or construction project, or serves to accomplish cjne of the besic 
purposes or functions thereof, into several contracts, separate work orders, or by 
any similar device. 

(2) Th i s  section shall apply not only where t h e  public work or construction 
project is divided into several prc~jects which are constructed a t  approximately the 
same period of t ime bu t  also where the  puhlic work or construction project is 
divided into several projects which are constructed in different time periods or over 
an extended period of time. 

History: En. Sec. 2, Ch. 149, L. 1973; R.C.M. 1947.76-6808.1. 

20-9-206. E n t e r i n g  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  o n  a c c o u n t i n g  r e c o r d s  of c o u n t y  
t r e a s u r e r .  (1) When the county trensurer receives the final budgets of the dis- 
tricts from the county superintendent, he shall open a fund for each budgeted fund 
included on the final budget of each district by entering the amount appropriated 
for the fund on his accounting record. 

(2) Whenever the county treasurer receives a final emergency budget for a dis- 
trict from the county superintendent, he si:all increase the amount of the regularly 
adopted final budget by the amount of the emergency budgeted fund included on 
the final emergency budget. 

History: En. 75-6809 by Sec. 245, Ch. 5, 1.. 1971; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 241, L 1973; 
R.C.M. 1947.76-6809. 
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